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i  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER^..  [Lordi 

house,  of  the  5th  July,  1804,  relative  to  Mr*  Justice  Fox,  be 
vacated.    Ordered. 

The  Ldrid  Chancellor  then  moved,  That  it  be  resolved  that 
1ft  the  proceedings  held  by  that  house,  and  by  the  committee 
o^  tjie  peritlon,  and  articles  of  complaint  against  Mr.  Justice 
Fox,  the  object  was  to  address  his  majesty  for  that  judge's  dis- 
hiissal,  if 'the  tharges  ^jroved  against  hinfi  should  finally  vrar- 
ranf  stich'a  step.  His  lordship  then  stated,  that  he  had  now 
^ome  tobe  of  the  opinion  of  a  noble  and  learned  friend  of  his, 
that  It  would  have  been  better  that  the  proceedings  had  ori- 
ginated at  the  bar  of  that  house,  than  in  a  committee.  He 
then  moved,  that  the  committee  -appointed  to  investigate  into 
this  business  be  discontinued  ;  that  the  orders  for  proceeding 
in  this  petition,  and  in  the  articles  of  complaint  against  Mr. 
Justice.rox,  be  discharged ;  and  that  the  house  do,  on  Tues- 
day ne:^t,  resolve  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  for  the 
piu-p6seof  Investigating  the  said  petition  and  articles  of  com- 

Jlaint,  with  the  view,  should  such  charges  be  made  out  against 
If.  Justice  Fox  iCs  would  warrant  the  measure,  to  address  his 
majesty  for  his  dismissal.  All  of  these  motions,  after  a  few 
words^  from  Lord  Auckland  and  Earl  Spencer,  were  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  .  * 
Lord  Auckland  then  prpposed,  as  an  explanatory  motion,* 
one  declaring  that,  if  any  of  the  charges  should  amount  to  x« 
high  crime  or  misdemeanor,*  the  same  should  not  be  proceed- 
ed in.    .             . 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  this  motion  would  be  brought 
■forward  in  sufficient  time  when  the  case  wished  to  be  provided 
against  should  occur.  He  therefore  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which,  after  a  few  observationis  from  Lord  Mulgrave, 
Who  thought  the  motion  should  not  be  at  all  entertained,  was 
carried.         • 

"  ADVOWSON  BILL, 

The  third  reading  of  the  university  advowson  bill  being 
moved,  a  conversation  took  <place  on  an  additional  clause  pro- 
posed by  Lord  Sidrpouthj  for  restraining  colleges  from  making 
a(i^Uonal  purchases  till  their  present  livings  should  be  raised 
to  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each. 

On  this  clause  the  house  divided,  when  the  numbers  were^ 

.  -  .        Contents  9. — Not  contents  9. 

T   "When  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  the  amendment  nega- 

'  <  The  IuILti^  accQrdingly  read  a  third  time.    Adjourned. 
,    •/  *  HOUSE 
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Mat  16.]  ,  ,     ,     MISCELLANEOUS,  $ 

HOUSE    OF.  LORDS- 

THURSDAt,    MAY  l6.  '  . 

Counsel  was,lieard  in  the  WsK  appeal  cause>  Xcddington 
v.  Pennington.    To  be  heard  again  on  Monday  next.' 

A  message  was  brought  from  the  commons  by  Sir  J.  Stewart* 
requesting  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  should  be  allowed  to  attend 
the  committee  to  which  Sir  H,  Popbam's  case  had  been  re- 
ferred. ' 

The  reply  to  the  message  was,  that  their  lordships  woul<Jl 
send  an  answer  by  a  messenger  of  their  own. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  local  oaths  bill* 
a  conversation  ensued. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  objected  to  it  as  an  attempt  to  bring  for- 
ward a  general  bill  to  remedy  a  particular  case  or  griciKance. 

Lord  Radnor  instanced  some  cases  in  favour  of  the  blll> 
but  was  not  desirous  to  press  if,  should  it  appear  to  involve  any 
material  objection. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  rather  acquiesced  in  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  recommended  an  application  to  the 
crown,  for  a  correction  of  the  oaths. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Radnor,  ah  ameadment  was 
moved,  that  the  bill  be  committed  that  day  three  mojiths, 
which  amendment  was  carried.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS.. 

THURSDAY,   MAYI(J. 

Mr.  Lcycestcr  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  In- 
quire further  into  certain  particulars  contained  in  the  tenth 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  that,  upon  a  full 
consldefation  of  the  restrictions  and  limitations  contained  in 
the  minutes  of  the  conference  witi^  the  lords,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  the  committee  could  satisfactorily  proceed,  to  the 
examination  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  had  been  constituted,  without  trenching  upon  the 
rcgulatiohs  under  wEiich  Lord  MelVille  had  been  permitted  to 
come  before  them.  "  - 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Wm.  Russell  presented  a  petition  froih  the  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Surry ;  as 'did  Mr.  L.*Dundas  one  from  the 
<forporatIon  of  York,  oA  the  subject  of  the  votes  of  the  l^use 
relative  to  the  tenth  report.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ^ablc.'\^'  *  * 

,Mf .  Matthews,  after  a  short  conversation,  obtVrhiecf  l^hrc  to 
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bring  m  a  biH  to  amend  so  much  of  the  ijdLcf  Jm.  inajeatyf 
chap.^  849  as  relates  to  the  recovery  of  penakks  thereby  siDr 
posed  on  peitons  driving  waggons^  having&Uias  of  wheekof 
less  than  ^  inches  breaddi,  with  more  than  fonr  horses* 

Mr.  Loveden,  after  stating  that  the  amount  cf  unclaimed 
dividends  on  the  public  funds,  at  the  bank  of  England  and 
South  Sea  house,  was  ei|[ht  hundred  thousand  poundii  sterlings 
moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  atoonnt  of  the 
amount  of  dividends  cm  public  funds  at  the  bank  and  South 
Sea  house,  receivable  on  or  before  the  ist  of  October,  x8ooy 
and  1802,  respectivdv,  and  which  remained  unclaimed  on  the 
3 1st  of  December  following*  Also,  a  list  of  the  names  of  such 
proprietors  of  property  in  the  public  funds,  at  the  bank  of 
England,  or  the  South  Sea  house,  on  which  dividends  are  duCf 
and  now  tmclaimed.    Ordered* 

Mr.  Huskisson  moved  for  thf  appointment  of  a  committee 
10  consider  how  fax*'  it  may  be  expedient  to  aUow  coals  to  a  li* 
mited  extent  to  be  brought  to  London  by  the  grand  junction 
and  Paddmgton  canals,  upon  payment  of  the  same  rates  and 
duties  as  are  xh>#  paid  on  cosds  brought  to  the  city  of  London 
coastways* 

A  conversation  ensuecT^  in  which  Mr.  Bird  desired  the 
house  to  be  on  their  guard  against  any  measure  of  this  nature^ 
hi  which  the  comthittee  of  management  of  the  canals  was  in- 
terested, as  also  itgaBnst  ahy  interference  with  a  trade  which 
formed  so  great  a  nursery  for  seamen*  Mr*  Praed  disclaimed 
any  unworthy  views  on  the  pan  of  the  canal  pcoprietors.  Sir 
M*  Ridley  declared  that  the  proposed  measure  wotid  strike  at 
the  root  of  a  trade  upon  which  the  employment  and  support 
of  the  one  hundred  thousand  seamen  that  were  now  fighting 
the  battles  of  their  country  would,  on  the  return  of  peace,  in 
9  great  measure  depend*  ^  And  Mr*  Curwen  expressed  a  wish 
that,  as  the  subject  was  of  importance,  a  sufficient  time  should 
be  given  to  consider  it  maturely*  The  committee  wa»  thea 
appointed*  * 

Admiral  Markham,  pursuant  to  his  notice  on  Mond^y^  sub- 
mitted the  string  of  motions,  between  thirty  and  forty  in 
number,  relative  to  the  state  and  strength  ofthe  navy,  the  state 
of  the  dock-yards,  of  the  stores  in  the  naval  arsenals,  the  num- 
ber and  tonnage  of  his  majesty's  navy,  the  numbbr  of  drips 
built  in  his  majesty's  yards  and  in  private  yards,  the  nu^)!^ 
of  ships  captured  from  the  enemy,  the  expience  of  prime  t osr 
and  repairs  of  a  ship^of  the  line,  together  with  a  variety  of 
other  details  connected  with  the  naval  department  during  the 
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ddmtBsstratiotroFIjofdSt.  Vtncentj  and  since,  all\^iich  were 
agreed 'to,  witk  ihe  exception  o/  one,  ^<  for  a  copj  of  the  con<- 
^act  of  t^goeemieiit  entered  into  by- the  b^^  bc^rdwlth  John 
Larkin,  fona  supply  of  foreiga  tUoJ^eiTs  cbted  ijxh  of  Mar^ 
2804  i"  whicki  OBTiithe  su(i;gestio|).of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
£xcliequer^W2s>  withdrawn,  to  prev^pt  the  disclpeure-of  the 
fionrces  whenoq  the  siipplyof  timber  for  the  Britistvnavy  was 
derived,  with  an  understanding,  however,  that  if  it  should 
be  fbund  necessary,  the  motion  might  hereafter  be  renewed. 

Mr.  Johnstone  moved  for  an  account  of  the  sums  re- 
ceived from  the  sale  of  old  stores,  and  as  droits  of  admiralty. 
which  he  conceived  to  be  applicable  to  pubJiq  purposes,  and 
amounted  to  about  ioo,oool.  frpm  the  ist  of-  Janua^,  1803, 
to  the  latest  period  the  same  .could  be  made  oi^t,  together 
with  the  application  of  the  same.  'The  siccount  wa^  qrdered, 
after  an  obsecration  from  the.  Chancellor  of  the-E^^jsquer^ 
that  these  sums  were  not  by  law  available jp  any  purposes  of 
thepublic  expenditure. 

Lord  Casdereagh  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  next  dayi^ 
for  leave,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  two  acts  inflating  to  the 
county  infirmaries  in  Ireland. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  stated,  that  from  circumstances  which 
had  not  depended  on  himself  he,  found  himself  uijder  a  ne- 
cessity of  postponing  the  motion  c^  which  \kC,  had  given  no^ 
tice  for  the  next  day^  from  the  advanced  perkHl  ^f  the  ses- 
sion, he  thought  it  hkely  that  he  should  not  bring  forward 
that  motion  tibis  seasioHj  but  itbif  delay  was  npt  fp  be  looked 
upon  as  any  abandonment  of  his*  object. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informed  the  house, 
that  it  would  not  be  convenient,  for  manyCfgentlemcn  ;whQ 
wished  to  be  present  at  the  discussion  on  th&jq^eventh  report 
df  naval  inquiry,  which  a  learned  me;nber  (Serjeajit  Best)  had 
noticed  for  Monday)  be  therefore  submitted  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  whether  some  other  day  in  the  \;eek  might 
not  answer  as  well. 

Mri  Grey,  in  the  absence  of  ^k  learned  ^iend,  comented 
on  his  part  to  have  the  motion  fixed  for  Thursday  next^^ 

CONTINENTAL  CONNECTION. 

Jfcfr.  Grey  rose  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question  to  t]\f 
ri^  hon.;  gentleman  opposite,  on  a  subject  of  great  public 
interest.  On  the  first  day  of  the  session  it  h^d  been  ar\- 
.flounced  to  the  house  in  the  speech  from  the  tl^rone,  ^hat  a 
ySKific  overture  had  been  received  from  France, 'to  which  big 
:•  majesty 
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majesty  had  declined  giving  any  direct  answer  till  he  should 
consult  certain  powers  on  the  continent^  and  particularly 
Russia,  with  which  he  maintained  relations  of  amity,  and 
confidential  intercourse.  Since  that,  thie  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  stated  to  the  house,  on  the  day  on  which  he  brought 
forward  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year,  the  probability  of 
important  co-operation  on  the  continent,  for  which  he  then 
made  a  provision.  A  considerable  interval  had  since  elapsed^ 
yet  no  communication  had  been  made  to  parliament  on  the 
subject.  He  had  abstained  hitherto  from  calling  for  any  in- 
formation, for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  majesty's  ministers 
sufficient  time  to  decide  upon  the  nature  of  the  communica- 
tion they  might  deem  expedient  to  make.  He  did  not  then 
press  for  an  answer,  nor  wish  to  embarrass  his  majesty's 
minister?,  but  considering  the  very  advanced  period  of  the 
session,  and  the  satisfaction  some  certain  information  on  the 
subject  would  affiard  the  house,  he  trusted  some  communica* 
tion  would  be  made  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  assured  the  house,  that, 
^^henever  his  majesty's  government  should  be  enabled  to  ad- 
vise his  majesty  to  make  such  communication,  they  ^ould 
avail  themselves  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  doing  so.  But 
certainly  the  communications  between  his  majesty  and  these 
powers  were  not  at  present  such  as  to  enable  him  to  state  any 
thing  with  precision,  ,and  he  was  sure  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  not  expect  from  him  under  such  circumstances .  to 
make  any  direct  reply  as  matter  of  opinion  or  conjecture. 

Mr.  Fox  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  at  least 
have  stated,  whether  there  was  any  reasonable  hope,  that  a 
communication  would  be  made  during  the  present  session. 
.  The  Cifncelior  of  the  Exchequer  had  stated  to  the  house, 
that  the  present  state  of.  the  communications  between  his 
majesty's  government  and  the  continent  was  not  such  as  to 
enable  him  to  make  any  communication  on  the  subject  with 
certainty  \  and  that  it  could  not  be  expected  from  him  to  ad- 
vance any  thing  upon  conjecture. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  the  right  hon:  gentleman  seemed 
to  lay  much  stress  on  the  certainty.  Though  he  may  not  at 
present  be  able,  to  make  any  precise  communication,  he  may 
in  some  time,  What  that  communication  may  be,  he  did  not 
tike  upon  him  to  say.  His  hon.  friend  had  adverted  to  tlic 
advanced  period  of  the  session,  and  the  importance  of  having 
some  information  on  this  subject  previous  to  their  separation, 
Thouglx,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  not,  in  the  present 
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instance,  ht  aWe  to  state  any  thing  with  certainty,  he  might 
at  least  infonn  the  house,  whether  they  might  entertain  a 
reasonable  hope  of  such  a  communication  during  the  session  ? 
To  this  no  reply  was  given. 

MILITARY   COMMISSION. 

The  house,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, went  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  appointing  com- 
missioners to  inquire  into  the  military  expenditure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  to  the  committee, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  follow  the  model  of  the  act 
of  1782,  for  a  similar  commission,  from  which  very  import- 
ant advantages  had  resulted.  He  proposed  to  appoint  per- 
sons as  commissioners  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  military  expenditure  and  the  civil  branches  of  the  arm}'. . 
In  the  selection  he  had  made,  he  had  not  consulted  any  party 
views,  nor  had  he  chosen  any  individual,  who,  according  to 
every  thing  he  could  learn,  in  the  inquiries  which  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make,  was  not  most  likely,  from  abi- 
lity and  experience,  to  discharge  the  duUes  of  the  commission 
with  JidcHty,  impartiality,  and  effect.  Considering  the  com- 
plicated nature  of  the  transactions  they  were  to  inquire  into,* 
he  had  thought  it  right  to  select  the  commissioners  from  mi- 
litary persons  acquainted  with  military  afiairs,  from  persons 
acquainted  with  the  law,  and  from  mercantile  gentlemen. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  enumerated  the  commission- 
ers separately,  stating  the  merits  and  qualifications  of  each. 
The  list  was  as  follows,  and  was  unanimously  agreed  to : 

Military, — Major-general  Oake9,  Colonel  Bcckwith,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Drinkwater. 

I-.aw. — Mr.  Cox,  Master  in  Chancery,  Mr.  Cumtning. 

Mercantile.— Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Charles  Bosanquet. 

On  the  blanks  being>filled  up  with  their  names, 

Mr.  Giles  observed  that  there  were  no  powefs  given  by 
the  bill  to  the  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  depart- 
ment of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  proposed  that  their' 
inquiries  should  be  retrospective. 

Mr.  Hushsson  stated  that  the  object  of  the  commission  was 
to  inquire  into  expenditure,  and  that  the  commander  in  chief 
had  no  concern  with  that,  except  in  issuing  orders  to  the  dif- 
ferent military  boards  through  his  private  secretary. 

The  Secretary  at  War  informed  the  committee,  that  the 
commander  in  chief  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  expenditure, 
and  that  all  money  tranaactions  took  place  in  tte.offiire  of  rh^ 

*^  -    secretary 
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«ecreUi7  tt  war,  and  the  other  branches  oi  tb(^  B^iliiary.ijteb* 
partmedtg  wjiich  were  xesponsible. 

*  Mr.RiM  fuUy  agreed  to  the  proposition. made  by  the 
learned  andbon.  gentleman  opposite,  for  ip^ditix^g  the  conk- 
xnissioners  wij^h  a  retrospective  power.  He  hoped  that  the^ 
would  include  in  their  inquiries  the  balance  due  from  tht 
executors  of  Lord  Holland  to  the  |Nddic»  He  disclaimed  ail 
personal  motives. in  this  observation,  as  also  any  wish  to 
lessen  the  misconduct  of  Lord  Melville,  by  a  comparative 
reference  to  the  case  of  Lord  Holland,  when  he  asserted  that 
by  the  former  the  puUic  had  not  lost  a  shilling,  by  the  latter 
a  considerable  sum* 

.  A/r»  Fox  explained  the  circumstances  attending  the  balances 
due  from  his  noble  father  to  the  public  He  was  desirous 
that  the  commissioners  should  possess  the  most  extensive 
powersi  and  he  assured  the  hon.  gentleman  that  not  one 
shiUii|g'  of  the  money  so  stated  to  belong  to  the  public  had 
come  intp  his  hand^. 

Mr.  Ro^e  disavowed  any  suspicion  of  that  nature ;  and 
Mr.  Fox  explained. 

Mr.  P^mfonby  did  not  imagine  the  hon.  gentleman  could 
possibly  mean  to  intimate  that  his  hon.  friend  had^got  in  his 
pocket  any  of  the  public  money,  nor  did  he  suppose  that  he 
meant  to  ^tenuate  Lord  Melville's  guilt  by  his  observations. 
He  knew  the  purity  of  the  hon«  gentleman's  motives,  and 
was  wiiUog  to  give  him  just  as  much  credit  for  the  one  of 
-  these  assertions  as  the  other. 

The  CbatuMr  ^  the  Excif^tter  was  averse  i\  trying  any 
transaction  by  rum  subsequently  adopted.  The  restrictions 
on  the  use  of  public  money  at  the  period  alluded  to  were  sa 
lax,  that  no  imputation  could  attach,  io  any  one  who  had  then 
availed  theoiselTes  of  that  advantage.  He  disapproved  of 
giving  to  the  commissioners  mil  retrospective  powers,  unless 
some  specific  object  was  pointed  out  to  them,  to  which  they 
should  direct  their  attention.  In  what  a  rituation  would  the 
public  credit  of  any  government  be,  if  the  events  of  the  pre* 
ceding  fifteen  or  twenty  years  were  raked  up  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  every  petty  irregularity  i  With  all  the  vigi- 
lance that  could  be  used,  it  was  impossible  that  these  shoidd 
not  at  times  be^  fallen  into.  Were  this  to  be  the  practioe^ 
there  would  be  little  temptation  for  any  man  to  undertake  an 
ofiice  of  public  trust. 

Mr.  WhMread  observed,  that  if  the  commissionera  of 
9aval  inquiry  had  not  possessed  a  power  of  retrospective  exa- 
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imii»iM>  t&<^  abased  would  not  have  \yt9h  de^1d|>dd  which 
had  lately  occupied  so  much  of  the  attention  of  t£t;  house. 
*  JJ/rC  Grty  'su^jMMted  tlie  propositic^lf  of  hii  hon.iriend,  and 
t^Bed  to  kof^/of  ^he  dt)servati6hs  ttifde  hf^ht  chancel^^ 
IWr  hf  the'Welieqticr,  He  congratdkted  the  h^se  Oft  the 
df^eumitanee^^-th^t'  the  hon.  gentlemato  oppositt  (Mr.  Roi6)  . 
th&iigh  16  dSice'for  tVenty  yearis,  hsid  not  met  :with  a  single 
tAsu^  to  attack,  t^t  that  he  W^  obliged  to  go  fifty  years  back 
tb  find  food  for  his  zeal. 

After  sOme  observations  Irom  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Fox,  the 
ChancellOJ*  6i  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  proposed  as  an, amendment  tb'iViK 
^Giles's  motion,  that  the  commissioners  be  instructed  to  exa- 
mine whether  any  abuses  do  exist,  and,  "in  such  cases  as 
may  appear  to'them  proper,"  whether  any  abuses  hat<< 'exist- 
ed, &c. 

'  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  Mi-.  Giles,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Whitbread,  opposed  this  amendment,  on  the  grouiid  that  it 
tB^s  advisable  to  use  the  same  words  in  this  act  as  V^re  insett- 
ed in.  the  act  constituting  the  commission  of  navn  inquiry, 
^d  asked  -why  there  should  be  any  difference  between  them? 
•  The  Atterriey  General,  Mr.  Dcvereux,  Mr.  Gibbs,  Mi*. 
Bartoif,  Mr.  EHison,  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  and^Sir  W.  Burrojjghi, 
defended  the  ameindment,  asserting  the  propriety- of  such  a 
qualifieation'of  the  original  motion. 

The  house  then  divided.  On  the  division  therft  appeared 
for  the  words  proposed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
98.    Agaiftst  them  42.    Mljoilty  56. 

Mr.  Giles  proposed  to  give  largef  powei^s  to*  call  for  ac*-* 
counts,  as  in  the  cases  of  bankruptcy. 

The  ChdHtelhr  of  the  Exchequer  said,  there  weifd  ^quSl 
powers  here,  as  fiir  as  regarded  public  purposes,* and  'objfected 
to  the  unnects^ry  exposure  of  private  transactions.  ^  The 
words  of  the  Wll  were,  after  some  conversation,  agfeed  to. 

Mr.  Giles  wi^ied  to  have  inserted  in  the  obligation  to  an- 
swer quesfiortfi,  the  word  "  lawfol,"  in  oifder  to  Omit  the  spc- 
cifie  provision  against  self-crimination,  Which  he  considered 
as  a  libel  otf  the  commori  law.  The-  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer preferred  retaining  the  specific  provision,  after  thb- 
cacaunple  of  the  act  of  naval  inquiry.  The  origin;il  woilis 
nv^e  allowed  to  stand. 

Mr.  Giles  wished  some  provision  to  compel  persons  in  the 
situation  of  Mr.  Sprott  to  answer.  The  chancellor  said  every 
person  was  obliged  to  answer  who  wds  cotitefned  with  the 
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public  money*  Mr.  Gn*y  supported  Mr*  Gileses  proposition. 
Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst  thought  some  provision  necessary  in 
this  case.,  llic  original  words  were  allowed  to  stand.  After 
some  (atiher  conTersatioxi  the  report  wa»  ordered  to  be  re-^ 
ceived  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the- 
house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  naval  inqjiiry  bill.  The 
report  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported  next  day^ 
with  a  notice  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excnequerof  movinip 
a  cbuse  of  distinction  as  to  future  inquiry,  on  the  rcport»«*- 
Adjoumed. 


'  HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAT,   MAY    I7, 

The  royal  assent  was  g»ren  by  commlssiofi  ta^the  Irisb 
postage  duty  bill)  and  several  other  bills. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

The  property  duty  amendment  bill,  commissioners  of  taxes 
name  bBH  and  Irish  first^fFuits  bill,  were  brought  from  the 
commons>  and  read  a  first  time. 

Earl  Darnley  fixed  his  motion  relative  to  the  management 
of  the  navy  for  Friday  next ;  for  which  day  theii»  lordships 
were  ordered  to  be  summoned. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Ai^ckland^  a  committee  of  the  lord5 
who  might  be  present  during  the  session,  was-  appointed  to 
provide  for  the  warming  and  cleaning  of  the  house,  and  ap- 
pointing proper  apartments  for  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool^ 
sack,  and  for  the  officers  of  the  house. — Adjourned.. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

FRrOAY,  MAY  1  7. 

In  consc<^uence  of  a  summons  from  the  lords,  the  speaker 
went  up  accompanied  by  several  of  the  members,  and' on  his 
return  acquainted  the  house  that  the  royil  assent  had  been 
given  by  commission  to  the  Irish  loan  bill,  the  Irish  post 
road  biU,  the  Irish  promissory  notes  bill,  the  Irish  silver 
token  bill,  the  Scotch  excise  incorporation  ImU,  and  other 
private  bills. 

A  conversation  took  place  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  appointing  a  salary  to  tJie  chairman  of  the  Salford  and 

Lancaster 
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2«ancaster  justices.     On  the  question  that  it  be  read  9^  third 
$ixtic  on  Monday  sq'xxpigbt  the  house  divided--^ 

Ayes        49 Noes        3!^ 

,  A  petition  was  presented  from  Norfolk,  of  the  ^aiue  nature 
as  the  many  already  presented  relative  to  the  subject  of  the 
tenth  cepcHt. 

Mr.  Curvren  presented  a  petition  from  the  House  of  Keyes, 
in  the  Isle  of  Man^  praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves  or 
'scounsd  against  the  claims  oicompensation  made  by  his  g^ace 
'the  Duke  of  Athol. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved  that  leave  be  given  to  ^  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  and  render  more  effectual,  the  act  for  esta* 
biisliing  and  erecting  public  infirmaries  in  Ireland.  His  lord- 
ship was  induced  to  make  this  motion  from  a  conviction  of 
the  gteat  inconvcnlency  sustained  by  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
pjoplei  from  the  distance  .they  often  were  from  those  ^hospi- 
tals, and  meant  that  the  bill,  among  other  regulations^  should 
remedy  that  evil  by  providing  for  the  establishment  of  dis- 
pensaries at  proper  distances. 

Sir  John  Newport  wished  that  an  accurate  imjuiry  should 
be  made  into  the  mode  of  conducting  those  county  hospi- 
tals, as  he  was  convinced  great  abuses  existed  In  that  quarter, 
and  that  the  funds  were  not  unfrequently  converted  into  pur- 
poses of  private  emolument. — Leave  was  then  granted,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  draw  np  the  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Ixird  ^anley,  a  return  of  the  number 
of  the  militia  who  have  volunteered  into  the  regular  service, 
specifying  the  number  from  each  regiment,  and  the  kind  of 
ibree  they  had  joined,  as  artillery,  marines,  &c.  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Creevey  gave  notice  tiiat  on  Monday  next  he  would 
move  for  an  account  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  ihe  admi- 
ralty. 

MILITARY  IN<yjIRY. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  military  com- 
jnissioners  bill,  into  which  several  amendatory  clauses  were 
introduced.  One  was  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex.- 
chequer,  relative  to  the  examination  of  persons  tliat  might  be 
cilled  before  the  commissioners  as  evidence,  and  by  which 
they  are  in  certain  cases  empowered  to  compel  them  to  an- 
swer, provided  such  answers  have  no  tendency  to  criminate 
themselves.  Another  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Grey,  that  In 
order  to  include  a  subject  of  inquiry,  that  did  not  properly 
come  under  any  head  of  investigation  yet  specified'  in  the  bill, 

C  2  but 
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but  Which  he  thought  of  material'  consequienct,  th«  w6rds 
medical  department  be  introduced  after  the  cnum^atiow  of 
the  roysrhdspital  of  Chelsea,  and  the  royal  medical  asylum. 

Mr:  9ox'^fTii&  of -opinion,  that'  instead  of  leaving;  any  in- 
quiry into  former  abuses  to  the  discretion  of  the  commissiftnv 
crsj  as  the  bill  j^id,  were  any  distinction  to  be  tnade^  the  re- 
vcrsfe  ibbuicf 'rather  Be 'the  case.  Matters. of  form,  and  such 
as  Vf€ti  t)f  seccmdary  'm6hiefft,*  might  be  fidrly  left  to  their 
discretion  \  but  it  Vas  sitigular  to  leave  it  to  their  option  whe- 
ther'they  were  at  all  to  do  that  ^hich  ought  properly  to  be 
cnjblhed  them  as  a  duty.  The  inquiry  should  at  least,  h^ 
/thought,  go  arfir  back  as  the  yc^r  1793,  and  though  the  ex- 
tent of  it  might  be  left  to  their  discretion,  yet  the  inquiry  it- 
sdf inou}3  not  be  inade  a  proviso. 

'Shi,^%mcetl'or  of  t^r  tocchfquer  was  ap^inst  any  limitation 
In  Vesptfct  totltne,  and  was  not  altogether  unwilling,  which 
he  apprehended  would  meet  pretty  nearly  t^c  hon,  gentle- 
ifian^'ide^  that  the  commissioners  should  be  (directed  to  in« 
dulre  iiitA  fonAer  abuses  as  far  as  they  should  think  expe- 
dient, hjaVin^'both  the  time,  the  degree,  and  manner  of  in- 
*<juiry,  discrctiohaty:"-  These  amendments  were  icvcrally 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
'  Tuesday  tieit;  •       ^  '-'    •; 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  .of 'the  commifisipn- 
ers  of  naval  inquiry  bill,  which  being  read. 

Admiral  Markham  proposed  that  as  Chelsea  Hospital  >ras 
included  in  the  bill  for  military  inquiry,  this  bill,  should  in 
like  manner  embrace  Gree^vich  Hospital  as  a  subject  of  in- 
quiry. 

..  Tie  Ghni^|:eUor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  as  this 
amendment  aftected  the  oviginal  form  of  the  bill,  it  would 
for  that. purpose  b^  necessary  to  re-commit  it,  and  moved  the 
.  •  OHnmittcC'Jiccordingly. 

'  '  r  The. house  having  resumed,  Mr,  Alexander  brought  up  the 
report,  which  was  agreed  to,  and^  the  bill  orderpcl  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Tuesday  next.  . 

rphfc  Irish. spirit. retail  licence  hill  went  throu^  a  commit- 
tce»  ;md  w»$  ordered  to.be  repqrtcd.on  Monday  n^t. 

I'he  house  then  went  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means» 
when 

Mr.  Foster  moved  the  following  resolutions,  ^ich  were 
agreed  to : 

A  duty 
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A  duty  of  5fU  on  bankers'  checks  each/not  cxceecUng  the 
»unaro£jl.  ;  "    -^-^ 

An  addWpnal  ijyty  joi  js^  6d*.,Qn  /each  ioqI, Insurance^ 
which  would'  ni^e  the  whple  2s.  5dL  the  saiae  .a^  ia  this 
■country*       •    •  ^'    r:  .    ,        ~    . 

On  poliqies  a^duly  of  is,  .     ^ 

■    The  report  was  ordered  to  he  received  on  Moid^ijr.next. 

Mr.  Foster  gave  notice,^  that  on  Monday  he  would  move 
for  papers  relative  to  the  revenue  of  Ireland.  ^. 

The  house  vrent  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish  elcction.hin. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  objected  to  the  principles,  ^nd  to 
various  regulations  of  thebill^  and  moved^  tl^at  the  c;^rztxaii 
do  now  leave  the  chair.  '     ,-    i 

This  was  supported  by  Mr.  George  Ponspnby^i.JVfr.  La- 
touche,  Mr.  Martin,  (of  Galway,)  and  other  mcnwcrs  j.and 
opposed  by  Colonel  Bagwell,  Mn  JameiFitzgeraU,  Mr.  Haw- 
kins Browne,  and  Mr.  I^e. 

The  hou$e  divided  on  the  motion— *Ayes  lu-r-Noes  35. 

The  other  clauses  being  gone  through  wuh>  .Sxc  house  re* 
sumed  The  report  was  then  brought  up»  rcad^,  and  ordered 
fD  be  taken  into  further  considertion  on.j\yednes(|ay  next^  and 
also- to  be  printed. 

The  Irish  land  partition  bill,  and  the  Pancras.gportiill,  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.. 

The  other  orders  were  then  disposed  of^  ^d  the  house  ad* 
jourxrcd  to  Monday.  -  -  .  -..  ^ 


|iO  USE    OF    LORDS, 

'MONDAY,  MAY  20. 

Tlic  Irish' lAttir  partition  bill  -and  several  other  bills  were 
brought  froirf  thfe"  commons,  and  read  a  first  time. 

After  a  Few  ternaries  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  recom- 
mended to  their  lordships  to  peruse  the  bill  with  attention,  as 
it  ■  wenti  in  a  single  claiftc,  to  acc^dftiplish  as  to  the  whole  of  the 
waste  or  'common  land  in  Ireland,  without  any  limitation, 
what  ^ould  only  be  done  in  this  country  by  ^separate  bills 
for  ev<:ry  parfifcUlar  parcel  oTland,  and  that,  too,  under  many 
restrictions'  and  limitations,  the  Irish  l^nd  partition  bill  was 
urdcird  to  be  printed. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    MAY  20. 

Mr.  Plumcf  presented  a  petition  from  the  freeholders  of 
$he  county  of  Hertford,  praying  the  house  to  continue  such  a 

Eitriotic  line  of  conduct  as  it  had  already  adopted  by  its  reso«- 
tions  of  the  8th  of  April,  until  such  public  delinquents  as 
inay  be,  or  have  been,  discovered  by  the  committee  of  that 
kou9e,  sh^U  be  brought  ^o  condign  punishment. — Ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Stanley  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
icommittee  to  which  the  petition  of  the  Duke  of  Athol  is  re- 
ferred, do  have  leave  (p  report  its  opinion  from  time  to  time^ 
to  the  house. 

The  Irish  market  towns  water  bill  was  reported,  and  or«- 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  sub- 
ject of  th^coal  trade  in  ^799  and  iSoo  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee  to  which  the  peti^ion^  for  a  bill 
to  carry  coakby  the  Paddington  canal  is  referred. 

The  London  dock  bill  was  passed  through  a  conunittee,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  next  day. 

Mr.  Creev>ey  made  his  promised  motions  relative  to  the  sar 
laries  of  the  jijidges,  marshal  and  register  of  the  admiralty. 

After  some  conversation  between  Sir  William  Scott,  Dr» 
Laurence,  Mr.  Corry,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  hon. 
member  who  submitted  the  motions  to  the  house,  they  were 
aH  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  of  Ire- 
land, presented  at  the  bar  the  accounts  relative  to  the  stamps 
.  and  licences  in  Ireland,  which  were  ordered  a  few  days  since 
by  the  house.— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HuskU^on  moved,  that  a  statement  of  the  sum  remain- 
ing unapplied  to  the  naval  service  on  the  ^rst  of  Septembeisi* 
x8oo,  which  had  been  voted  to  that  department ;  andaho  aq 
account  of  the  different  sums  expended  for  the  service  of  the 
navy  in  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December  in 
the  same  year,  be  laid  before  the  house.  He^  thought  this 
necessary  for  the  more  fiill  elucidation  of  the  subject  which 
was  to  come  before  the  house  on  Thursday  next— (Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Best's  motion  on  the  eleventh  report).  The  papers  were 
llien  ordered  by  the  house. 

Mr.  R.  Martin  informed  the  house,  that  uponexamination 
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t)f  the  papers  then  on  the  table,  relative  to  the  attainder  of 
Cornelius  Grogan,  he  had  found  that  they  were  altogether  an 
evasion  of  the  order  of  that  house ;  they  did  not  contain  one 
tittle  of  the  evidence  upon  which  that  proceeding  wasfounded, 
although  it  was  evidently  necessary  that  some  grounds  should 
be  shewn  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that  which 
impeached  the  character  and  confiscated  the  property  of  at 
loyal  family.  ; 

'^  Mr.  Foster  saki  that  any  thing  th^  wa»  a  regular  proceed- 
ing of  the  house  itself,  was  preserved  am^ng  its  records  s 
but  the  evidence  that  was  given  befcxre  the  bouse  not  being 
official,  he  could  not  answer  for  what  might  have  been  4onc 
with  it. 

Mr.  Martin  thought  it  necessary  that  such  minul^s.  ja»  he 
had  spoken,  of  should  be  preserved  as  a  justificatjoon  of^he 
proceedings  of  parliament.    .He  shoij^d  therefore  fiiOv^  the  ^ 
next  day  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in^ire  into  the 
state  of  the  parliamentary  records  <^  Ireland> 

The  wine  duty  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pcissed^ 

The  report  of  the  paymaster  general's  bill  wm  brought  u{% 
and  ordered  to-be  tabxn  into  further  consideralioa  on  Wed* 
nesday  next.  -:  .        • 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  Fi^fday 
was  brought  up.  The  resolution^i  were  read  and^agpeed  to. 
.Bills  were  then  ordered  pursuant  to  the  spirit  oC^he  reso** 
lutions.  ^ 

Mr.  Foster  moved  lor  leave- to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
jnanagement  of  the  business  of  the  boards  of  customs  and  ex- 
cise in  Irdand,  and  the  appointment  of  two  additional  copv* 
missioners  to  the  latter. — Leave  granted. 

Mr.  Foster  gave  notice  that  he  woidd  the  next  d^y  miove 
that  the  old  revenue  laws  of  Ireland  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house. 

Mr,  James  t  itzgerald  called  the  attentiim  of  bis  iwajesiy's 
^|inisters  for  Ireland  to  the  great  inconvenience  ajod  expence 
which. suitors  in  the  courts  of  error  were  put  toj  by  bekig 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  out  twelve  office  copies  of  thc^ 
prdbeedings  upon  stamped  paper,  and  hoped  that  some  provi- 
sion would  be  made  for  the  relief  of  such  persons. 

Mr.  Foster  o'bserved  that  such  a  measure  must  be  the  s«b- 
ject  of  regulation  within  the  courts  and  not  of  any  legislative 
provision. 

The  Irish  licence  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  reaii^ 
a  third  time  on  Wednesday. 

The 
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The  mher  orders  were  then  disposed  ofj  and  the  house  ad^ 


HbUS;E    OF    LORDS* 

TUKSDaV,    may  2l4 
MR.  JUSTICE  f ox. 

XoTif  Mv%i^lfx^vf3^  Stated  that  he  had  recommended  to  the 
tioUe  marquis  who  had  originated  the  complaint  against  Mr. 
Justice  Fox,  to  vary  the 'form  of  his  motion,  and,  instead  of 
exhibiting  what  might  seem  articles  of  criminal  complaint 
against  that  honourable  person,  originating  in  the  house  of 
lords,  fa  word  his  motion  as  one  for  an  address  to  hi^  ma- 
jesty to  dismiss  Mr.  Justice  Fox — alleging  the  different  ar- 
ticles of  complaint  which  had  been  exhibited  against  him,  as 
^ouzkb  for  this  address.  He  therefore  presumed  there  could 
be  Da  ebjection  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  business 
till  the  next  day,  when  the  house  might  resolve  itself  into  a 
comniitttQ  to  Hkt  the  thotibiiinto  consideration. 

The  AJ^rfuis  ef  Ahercorn  declared  that  the  mode  now  re- 
commended by  the  noble  lord  was  that  which  he  intended 
originally  to  have  adopted,  and  from  which  he  had  departed  ia 
consequeae^  of  the  recommendation  of  the  house.  He  had  no 
objectidat  therefore,  to  revert  to  it,  begging  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  had  on  both  occasions  ^Ided  to  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  house.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  he  would  not  be  ag^n  upbraided  for  proceedings  to 
which  he  had  only  resorted  in  consequence  of  the  recommen* 
dation  of  others.  He  chonld,  the  next  day,  follow  the  re- 
commendation of  his  nobk  friend,  without  accompanying  his 
motion  with  amy  observation  whatever. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  the  order  was  discharged, 
and  the  house  ordered  to  ^  summoned  for  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  lK>rd  Auckland,  there  w«r«>rdered  to  IP 
laid, before  the  house,  an  account  of  the  proceedings  adopted 
towards  improving  the  funds  of  the  chest  at  QMIlham.   * 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  wished  to  know  if  the  papers  he  had 
moved  for  some  time  ago,  rebtive  to  the  bills  dhMm  by  the 
treasury  in  the  West  Indies,  were  hkely  to  be  soon  produced. 
'  Lord  Hawkesbury  said,*  the  accounts  were  in  preparation^ 
but  they  were  so  volummous  he  could  not  state  with  certainty 
when  they  could  be  completed.    If  tlie  noble  lord  would 

confine 
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confine  his  demand  to  any  specific  period^  he  should  gt9€  every 
furtherance  in  his  power  to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Sufiblk  declared»  that  hp  would  be  satisfied 
with  an  account  of  the.  biQs  above  saool.  Hll  lordship  then 
adverted  to  a  motion  he  had  fpnoerly  inade  relative  to  the  sale 
of  naval  stores,  which  he  first  proposed  to  limit  to  one  year» 
but  afterwards  withdrew,  i  • 

The  order  of  the  day  for  takiag^ia^  coastdertticAi  tiie  taies- 
sage  of  the  commons,  for  the  attendance  of  Lord  St>  Viftdent 
before  the  select  committee  beii^  read,         '    ,    /  .  i   • 

Lord  Hawkesbury  observed,  that  it  was  n^^'Usti^^foiiLthe 
•house  to  qome  to  any  decision  in  such  a  case  in  the  absfiice  'pl 
the  peer  whose  attendance  was.  requested,  uakss' wher^lus 
consent  was  signified.  As  the  noble  lord  had  n0t.dppearedt 
nor  any  consent  had  been  signified  by  him,  it  wits.toibepre* 
sumed  he  was  ignorant  of  the  message  which  had  .been  sent. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  mcsiage  be 
postponed.  •->  ,; 

Tbe  Lord  Chancellor  concurring  in  this  opiaion^  the  order 
was  postponed  till  the  next  day. 

On  the  second  reading  of  Lingham's  divorce  biHrthe  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Lord  Auckland  expressed  their^^rosctoion  to 
bppose  a  clause  for  hsistardizing  certain  of  ^thi5:€hiUi:cp^.  Evi- 
dence was  the^  ^esid  in  support  of  the  adidtery*.  -P.Mpcmed 
tiii  Tuesd^Y'-r-^^iQ^nrnc^.  .      ^ 

HOirSE    OF   COMlVfONS.    :' 

TUEstoAY,  Uj^X:ZU:L     :../.  ^t 

Mr.  Best  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  nex^-hewdnld' move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  «he  4th  of  George  II.  re- 
lative to  certain  privileges  of  members.    .  '    *     '    ' 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  6f  thc1}iB  for  supply- 
iqg  the  cities  a<icL  towns  in  Ireland-  with  water, 

;  Six  G.  Hill  -argued- that  the  measure  was  oppressive.  If  any 
town  wam^^ water  they  ought  to  accommodate  themselves  at 
their  own  espenoe;  and  to  enable  the  grand  jury  to  mulct  the 
inhabitant«2^'he  diOugbt  nnjuist.  •  He  therefore  moved,  that 
the  bill  be  read  a.  third  time  that  day  three  months. 

After  a  conversation  of  some  length, 

.Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  the  extending  the  power  of  the 
jgrand  juries  was  to  foe  watched  with  a  jealous  eye.  He  thought 
the  biU  required  further  consideration,  and  moved  that  it  be 
read  the  third  time  that  day  fortnight. 

VoL.III.  rSoj.  D  Sir 
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Sir  .Q«.If4U(Vi(h4^eMF.}H9  motion ;  axi4  tine  hou^  divided 
6n  Mr.  Foster's  motion.     Ayes«28--Noes^27. 

JKIth  ik^i  &0A1  tbe^  excK^g^iier,  presented  am  accotoit  of 
pims^j f^p^tided for  ;p9VaI servicesy  for  the  y^  i dou  Ordered 
to  oe  priaic^f  mi  He  oa  the  table. 

•  ,'11[>^  oUlibr  amending:, th^  English  {;eneral  ^lurppike  road 
act  wa^ifcad  a  second  time  9<9d  comnutted  for  neit  izj,, 
.    Tbe  militfuy  expenditure  ^ill  was  passed.  i ; 

.  Sir  John  Nev^^  X'Ose  lio  inaHo  bis  promised ,  motion^  relative 
to  the  expenditure  of  thes^orf)^  service  money  in  Iceland.  He 
9aid>  the.legisUti^.bad  x(»uipted  that  expenditure ;  and  the 
principles  pT  'tbe.c;QnstitiHjon  required  an  account  of  the  appli- 
cation 9^. the  pnynas  employed  in  that  service.  But  no  such^c- 
couat  had^txfie^  given  to  parliament,  the  control  of  which,  in 
this  rqspecty/ was  , nugatory,  if  he  should  fail  in  the  motion 
which  he.  shcuuld  submit  to  the  house.  There  were  rumours 
of  grc^t  atiu^Jnthis  expenditure  \  and  he  was  sorry  a  noUe 
lord  who:h94;  been- called  upon  to  refute,  thqxi  wa$  not  in  his 
placei  t&.iwip^i  off  the  Veproach  from  himiself  (/i  g/:mral  hugb^ 
Lo$ul OoffJnea^i  imigif^his  seat}.  He  begged  thepoUe iord's 
pardout  aild  hoped  b^  wouJd  avail  himself  of  being  present  to 
clear  himself.  He  complained  of  the  e^^pences  of  cxrimi- ' 
nal  prosfii^uiipn^  ^s^enormo^j  no  less  thm  liPiOOoL  in  four 
years.  As  his  motion  might  at  first  seem  ^vel,  he  had  a  pre- 
cedent to  state  to  the  house.  In  the  5th  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  house  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  this 
species  of  expenditure,  and  a  report  was  made  of  members  by 
name  whoi  received  bribes  from  the  government.  He  concluded 
by  moving,  that  a  secret  committee  be  appointed^  consisting  of 
thirteen  ipe^te^ra  of  that. house,  not  holding  civil  ofHqes  during 
pleasure  under  the  crown,  to  inquire  into  the  distribution  and 
expcn(|iturA*of  secret  service  money  in  Ireland,  from  1793  to 
1 804  inclusive,  except  such  money  as  had  been  expended  in 
the  discovery  of  treasons,  by  the  direction  of  the  act  of  the 
33d  of  the  king..  .  .    .      .^    , 

-Mr.  Kfl//«i//n/7  opposed  the  motion,  as  having  *  no  parlia- 
mentary ground,  nor  any  degree  of  utility.  He  asserted,  that 
the  expenditure  for  criminal  prosecutions; 'in  eight  years, 
amounted  tp  no  more  than  20,000!. 

Mr,  Dents  Bronvne  was  surj^rised,  not 'at  the  rumours  al- 
luded to,  but  that  the  noble  lord  had  not  answered  them,  as 
he  might  truly  say,  he  could  not  have  appljed  sums  to  that 
supposed  purpose,  had  he  been  wilting  to  do  so.  Many  had  as- 
sumed the  merit  of  putting  down  the  jacobins  j  but  it  was 

'•'  ^^    '  'chicflv 
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chiefly  the  trortt  df  thk  secret  servieeiliokief,  dP^wMch  the 
worthy  baronet  want«  an  accoanti  •   •>■    *-  ^ '^  ^  i     '  '^ 

Srr  7i>^  Ni^t^^rTcontended,  in'repiy,  thai,  t<  1ft^ae<*  tad 
(fxpres^y  provided  thsit  money  acp^Hdijd  in  th^>di^o^ery'of 
treasons  should  not  be  accotmtdd46xs'  bat  ^  dii^M*ge^  gCVen 
withojcrt,  it  must  mean  that  the-oAer  secret  s«l^c  money 
siiouid  be  accounted  fei^i  there  heibg^  ilo  e)^emption  \i\iH  be- 
half. He  would  hot  disguise  di^'^he  Ofepect  of  ht9  Motion 
was  to  get  at  the  sums  of  moiney  rfimowi^ed  to  hrive  bieff^m- 
ployed  in  bringing  about  the  utrfott.  He  thought  the  imion 
would  sooner  or  later  produce  grtot  benefit }  but  he  Mi^s  not 
one  of  those  who  were  willing  toofetain  a  destrdble  «id  by  any ' 
sort  of  means.  If,  after  all,  no  aCtOurit  I9  to^-be  giVdi^^this 
secret  service  money,  the  house  ivill  be  in  a  iim^tiott  similar 
to  one  recorded  by  Sir  John  DUtyvnple,'  ^A  large^dum  of 
money  was  given  t6  the  Earl  of  Breadalbdne,  in 'th^  reign  of 
William  III.  to  quiet  the  Highlanders.  Whisn  the  I^arl  of 
Stair  called  upon  his  lordship  to  account  for-  the  money,  he 
answered — ^"^  The  money  is  all  •spenti  the-Hig^tdnders  are 
quieted;  and  that  iiB  the  best  account  anicmg  fri^dsf." — So 
here,  the  nioney  is  gone  -,  but  the  titiion  is  passed)  and  that 
is  the  best  account  among  friends* 

The  house  divided  on  Sir  johh  NewportVmotion. 
•Ayes  -  -  '  47 

Noes  '  -       '     '-        93  * 

Majority       -        46 

The  naval  commissioners  contiiluance  bill  vras  read  a  third 
time,  and  after  the  introduction  of  a -clause  by  way  of  rider,  . 
to  protect  men  from  producing  documents  or  answering  ques- 
tions which  might  criminate  themselves,  was  passed: 

Sir  G.  Hill  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  th^  next  day  with 
respect  to  the  revenue  of  Ireland. 

curates'  bill. 
The  Attorney  General  moved^he  committee  on  the  stipen- 
diary curates'  l^fll. 

Juord  Ponh,fster  opposed  the  motion.  To  the  principle  and 
provisions  of  the  bill  he  was  decidedly  adverse,  as  he  conceived 
its  object  to  be  to  render  the  parochial  clergy  entirely  depen- 
dent on  the  will  of  the  bishops,  and  its  tendency  to  subvert 
. ,  the  security  of  ecclesiastical  property.  If  the  clergy  were  thus 
to  be  deprived  of  their  independence,  he  apprehended  that  a 
severe  blow  might  be  given  to  the  public  spirit  of  fhetoun- 
try  \  and  he  deprecated  any  attempt  to  abridge  the' property 

H  2  or 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«£>  THE  PARUAMENTARY  HSGIfiTTER.  [Coihmo»|, 

qj^cta^^iuwcQ  of  those  who  were  so  disiingaishoii  for  their 
loyalty,  ixx  jtbe  most  trying  times,  Th?  bill  praposi^  to  traxkSr 
fer  i;o  curates  one-fifth  of  the  revenue  of  the  incumbent^  ai^ 
he  ccmceiv^d  it  to  proceed  upon  a  most  erroneous  scale^  as  ern 
ron^ou$  indeed  In  common  sense^  as  if  it  wetQto  be  regulated 
by  ii^t  thermometer.  For  it  could  not  be  supposed  consislent 
with  justice  that  there  should  be  any  variation  in  the  revenue 
o£  the  curates  proportioned  to  the  revenue  of  the  incumbent, 
as  th^  duty  to  be  performed  by  all  curates  is  the  same.  1  he 
principal  ground  of  his  objection  to  the  measure  was,  its  obr 
yious  tendency  to  reduce  the  dignity  of  tlie  clergy  to  such  4 
degree,  as  to  exclude  from  the  pale  of  the  church  all  young 
men  of  high  minds  or  enlarged  prospects,  who  would  naturally 
shrink  from  the  idea  of  becoming  the  mere  slaves  of  the 
bishops.  Sure  he  was  that  if  it  were  enacted,  no  consul  of 
despot  would  be  more  arbitrary  than  the  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury. Besides  this,  he  disliked  the  bill  because  it  went  to 
iniiict  a  penalty  upon  every  incumbent  who  might  be  non- 
resident^  whatever  should  be  the  cause  of  his  non<!>r^idence.  It 
appeared  to  him,  in  fact,  to  propose  a  direct  duty  upon  plur^ 
lities ;  upon  agci  whidi  we  ought  to  respect ;  and  upon  infirm 
mitr>  which  we  ought  to  compassionate. 

Air.  L  H^^  Brovme  defended  the  bill)  concei!i^i9g  it  to  be  but 
just  and  necessary  that  those  incumbents  whgdid  not  perform 
the  duty  which  their  situation  required  oi  them,  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  curates  who  performed  that  duty  for  them* 
That  was  simply  the  object  of  the  bilU  and  therefore  he  ap^ 
proved  of  it.  Any  faults  it  contained  might,  in  his  opinion, 
be  easily  corrected  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Western  strongly  reprobated  the  measure,  as  calcut 
hted  to  undermine  the  property  of  the  church. 

.Mr.  Burton  was  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.W.  Wynne  disapproved  of  some  of  the  clauses,  which 
he  thought  might  be  aniended  in  the  committee }  but  was  a 
friend  to  the  xnain  object  of  the  bill. 

Sir  J.  Hippisley  did  not  rise  to  oppose  going  into  a  com* 
tnittee,  but  what  he  had  to  say  was  applicable  rather  to  the 
high  duties  attached  to  the  spiritual  functions  of  the  clergy, 
and  to  guard  against  their  violation,  than  to  interfere  with 
the  temporalities  of  their  benefices.  He  was  aware  that  some 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  was  involved  with  the  subject 
that  he  should  mention,  yet  in  a  choice  of  difficulties  and  evils 
it  was  ever  prudent  to  choose  the  least.  His  object  was  to 
empower  the  bishop,  in  certain  cases,  to  appoint  a  stipendiary 
-    ! '  curate^ 
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cunKe,  oA  hiterifSi,  whdre  the  misconduct  of  any  behdidSTper^ 
son  shottld  seefoi  to  demand  it.  It  was  painful  to  him  ibpit- 
tkularise  the  circumstances  on  which  he  founded  his 'motion 
lor  diese  observations,  but  it  was  but  too  true  that;  ih  the 
coun^^  in  which  he  resided,  bills  of  Indictment  had  been  pre-** 
ferred  against  three  clergymen,  within  a  short  space  of  time, 
in  the  same  year,  for  attempts  «o  commit  offences  at  which 
human  nature  revolts*  It  was  to  empower  the  bishop  to  "ap- 
point  a  curgte  when  such  charges  came  to  the  length  of  an'in^- 
dictment,  that  he  wished  to  see  a  clause  introdnced  into  this 
or  some  other  bill  -,  and  he  wished  rather  that  it  should  be  thus 
collaterally  introduced,  than  make  it  the  subject  of  a  bill  in 
itself. 

Mf.  Barham  was  against  the. bill,  and 

Mr.  Fellowes  in  its  favour. 

The  ChancelUr  of  the  Exchequer  remarked,  that  when  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  spoke  about  the  property  of  the 
church  in  the  way  which  the  house  had  heard,  they  seemed 
quite  to  mistake  the  nature  of  that  property.  Those  getitle- 
men  spoke  of  it  as  if  it  were  like  a  man's  estate.  They  did  not 
appear  to  recoHeet,  that  it  was  a  property  coiihccted  with  a 
trust ;  that  it  was  vested  in  the  incumbents  as  a  f  ccompcaicc 
for  the  performance  of  a  ccrtairi  duty,  which  duty  if  they 
should  neglect  to  fblfil,  it  was  the  object  of  this  bill  to  provide' 
that  the  clergyman' by  whom  it  wais  performed  should'be  ade-' 
quately  compensated.  Could  any  thing,  he  would  ask  the 
house,  be  more  fair  and  natural  ?  W^s  the  term  tyranny  at  all 
applicaUe  to  it  i  In  fact  it  was  nothing  more  tlian,  thiit  a  man 
having  a  patent  place  to  which  certain  duties  were  annexed,* 
and  to  which  dtoties  he  neglected  to  attend,  should  be  obliged, 
to  pSLj  a  deputy  (or  attending  to  them.  ^ 

The  hoibe  divided  on  the  motion.  '   ' 

'    -^y^^  57 — ^oes  23 — Majority  34.  ' 

The  house^aving  resolved  into  the  committee,  a  convier-' 
sation  took  place  on  the  clause  respecting  the  allowance  to  b^ 
made  to  curat^s^  at)d  Mr.  Creevey  submitted  a  proposition  to 
alter  the  sc^e  of  aliowance ;  upon  which  it  division  took  place. 
'Ayes  II — Noes  47 — Majority  26.  ' 

Another  division  took  place  immediately  afterwards- upon  ah/ 
amendment  proposed  by  Lord  Porchester,  to  restrict '  thd ' 
power  of  the  biceps,  the  result  pf  which  we  did  hot  leanl. 
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Qoumel  were  heard  in  r^ply*  in  the  appeal  cause,  Redding*- 
tQU  V.  Reddingtoni  to  be  fiurther  heard  on  Monday  next. 

The  ixavAl  commissioners  {*enewal  bill,  the  military  inquiry 
cpwimission  bill,  and  the  wine,  duty  bill^  wer?  brought  up  from 
the  ppmmons,  «nd  read  a  first  time. 

.  Qn  the  ^rst  reading  of  the  last  bill.  Lord  Suffolk  expresse4 
his  regret  tbgt  the  amount  of  the  duty  most,  preclude  the 
subalterns  in  the  army  from  the  enjoyment  of  a  glass  of  wine. 

JUDGE  FOX. 

The, order  pf  the  day  being  read  for  a  motion  of  an  ad- 
dress to}iis  u^^aiesty  respcctbg  the  case  of  Mr.  Judge  Fox, 

The  Marquis  of  Abercorn  rose,  and  agreeably  to  the  inten- 
tion which  he  slgniBed  the  preceding  day,  simply  moved  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  containing  an  enumeration  of  the  dif- 
ferent matters  which  Jxad  been  alleged  against  the  conducj  of 
Mr.  Justice  ^^ox. 

Lord  Jia^kesbury  next  rose  and  moved,  that  the  matters 
contained  in  the  address  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  ^house;  and  that  they  do  report  tlicir  opinion  respect- 
ing the  validity  of  the  fiicts  contained  therein. 

Lord  Aurkland  repeated  his  objections  against  the  two 
modes  that  had  been  proposed  for  proceeding  in  this  business. 
He  was  still  of  opinion  that  the  charge,  jf  any  such  could  be 
substantiated  against  the  learned  individual  in  question,  should 
originate  in  the  other  house  ;  and  that  their  lofdshrps  house 
should  only  act  in  their  judicial,  not  in  an  inquisitorial  capa«- 
city,  to^which  they  might  be  exposed  by  adopting  the  mode 
of  proceeding  proposed  by  his  noble  friend.  He  should  only 
again  observe,  that  if  its  object  was  the  prosecution  of  a  mis- 
deiT>eanor,  their  proceeding  would  be  inexpedient ;  if  it  went 
to  matter  of  crime,  it  would  be  ijlegal.  Their  lordships,  he 
trusted,  would  also  bear  in  mind  the  long  continued  embar- 
rassments and  hardships  to.  which  the  learned  judge  had  al- 
ready been  exposed  in  this  business,  and  the  heavy  expences 
whicli  the  proceedings  already  had,  arid  those  that  were  about 
to  be  instituted,  must  accumulate  upon  hiip.  They  would  * 
likewise  consider  the  Ltc  period  of  the  session,  and' the  imr 
probability  of  being  able  to  come  to  a  determination  on  the 
question  before  its  termination. 

Thp  L^rd  Choftcellor  felt  the  full  weight  of  the  obscrvatior^s 

made 
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made  by  his  noble  friend)  but  he  hoped  they  would  ilot  induce 
him  to  oppose  t&e  present  motion.  '  He  pexftctly  coincided 
vrit;h  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Aucjcjand)  in  the  opinion  he  had 
expressed  respecting  the  complexity  and  inconvenience  of  the 
consequences  which  the  proposed  mode  of  proceeding  «\ight 
involve  j  he  also  deeply  felt  for  the  cmbarra^sTnents  and  vexa- 
tions to  which  it  would  necessarily*  subject  the  learned  indivi- 
dual who  was  principally  concerned  in  the  matter.  He  was 
certain,  however,  that  the  pecuniary  inconvenience  which  it 
broughjt'upon  that  learned  individual  was  the  least  distre^hipr 
circumstance  on  his  mind,  and  that  he  was  much  nibre'aftected 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  suspended  his  eharatter  with  the 
public  than  by  any  other  possible,  consideration.  That  his 
character  would  ultimately  be  cleared,  he  himself  had  little 
doubt ;  but  that  it  should  be  done  in  the  most  expeditious  and 
satisfactory  manner  must  be  the  wish  of  every  one  who  was 
anxious  that  the  sacred  character  of  a  judge  should  be  held  in 
due  veneration.  The  only  wish  he  should  further  express 
was,  that  such  matters  in  the  address  as  did  not  immediately 
affect  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  learned  person  as  a 
judge  might  be  omitted.  ^  , 

iarl  Carlifie  expressed  a  very  lively  sense  of  the  hardships 
to  which  the  protracted  continuance  of  the  proceedings  niust 
subject  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  who,  on  every  occasfo):!,  had  dis- 
played the  utmost  promptitude  and  alacrity  to  meet  every 
charge  that  could  be  brought  against  him, 

J^ord  Holland  argued  upon  tne  embarrassments  that  might 
result,  from  that  house  acting,  in  the  first'  instance.  In  an  in- 
quisitorial capacity. 

Lord  Hatvkesbury  said,  that  the  same  objections  that  had 
been  urged  against  proceeding  against  a  judge-  in  x\\t  manner 
proposed,  would  also  militate  against  proceeding  against  any 
officer  of  state,  whom  the  house  might  think  proper  to 
charge  witli  improper  conduct.  As  to  the  late  period  of  the 
session,  he  did  not  see  but  that  much  progress^  nay  a  termi- 
nation of  the  business  might  take  place  before  the  close  of  the 
session.* 

The  Marquis  of  Abercom,  after  some  explanation,  con- 
sented to  withdraw  the  matter  in  the  address  objected  to  by 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  with  that  exception,  after  some  ob- 
servations from  Lords  Carysfort  and  Mulgravc,  the  motion 
was  put  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

It  was  next  moved  by  Lord  Hawkcsbury,  that  the  petition's 

presented 
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|>retentcd  respecting  the  conduct  of  Judge.Tox^  be  referred  to 

fhe  said  committee,  and  that  on  Friday  it  l^'detcrimned  botr 
and  when  Mr.  J^idge  Fox  Aodd  be  heard  ip  his  defence  A^ 
jounicJ  tillJViday.      '  \  *         '*   1 


'    HOUSE    OF    COM  M'OK**  - 

'  Thicbmxmttce  appo5nted*to'considcr  of  the  etpedienc^  of 
ptfmhtjrig  coak  to  be  imported  by  the  grand  junction  canal  t6 
a  cehi'H  cixtittt,  obtained  tearve  to  report  their  opinlbn  there- 
on 'frAnif 'finpe  tb  time  to  tke  house. 

•  "  L6iy  (^lenberVie  moved  an  address  to  his'majesty,  that  he 
woiild^bc  (jractously  pleased  to  order  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  th^  commissioners  for  the  sale  and  redemption  of 
tlic  Inhd  tax/  &t.  to  be  laid  before  the  house.  .  Ordered. 

Cqlonei  Stanley' presented  a  petition  from  William  Stowel 

and  others;  merthants  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  praying  the  house 

to -grant^'stich  cmtipctisation  for  the  claims  6r  the  Duke  of 

^  Atho!,  &s  the  iJf cumstanccs  Of  the  case  may  require.'  Ordered 

tolfc  on'tHi^tttblc:' 

Mr/Lcftedcn  thot ed,  thdt  there  be  laid  before  the  house  arf 
account  of  alt  the  monies^^  stocks,  fy^^^  or  securities  for 
monies,  statidlng  In  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  of 
the  ctfiiVt  of  chancery, '  or  of  the  deputy  remembrancer  of  thd 
court  of  tJxcheqo^i*/  at  the  bank  of  England,  or  South  Sea 
house»  being  the  property  of  persons  suitors  in  these  courts. 
OrHered:  '     '      -^  ^       < 

Thc'|>obr'biH  was  read  a  second  time,  to  ht  committed  that' 
,  day  s^'nriight;;    • 

'    .       ,    .'  *    ,   .GRAND   CAKIL  IN   IRELAND. 

•  Alr.Bernardy  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  move  that  acoiD* 
npjttee  ht  appdinted  toinquire  into  the  tolls  Qnethtfsand  canal 
io'Indand^  ttodwhat  measures  have  been  adopted^  or- may. be 
adoplec^ftirttheir  reduction.  The  hon.  n^mber'.pce^K^od  fai^ 
aaotioii  by  statmg  the  reaaoos  that  had  indaced.  htm  to  fost* 
fkone  it  so  inony  dificrent  timea.  He.  had  iAjpad  that  ^some 
amicable  arrangement  would  lunre  taken  pface  betveefrihe  4i« 
rectors  general  of  inland  navigation  and  the  g^an^  canal  com? 
pany  ia  Ireland^  but  finding  th^it  expectation  fnistr^ed -from 
alaie  hcanic  answer  of  the  former  board,  faefeltit  hisdvtyto 
joUctt  the  interference  of  the  house^  as  bis  constituents  were 

I  •    ^fidatarlally 
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nitc^li^^S^c^.by  the  tolls  now  ievlod/wbi^Ii  exceeded  vqr 
l^rvied  in  this  or  ^ny  other  coontry.  The  p^rHweot  of  Ixr- 
tmd  had  granted^  at  dlfierent  times,  considerable  siuns  of 
fBoney  for  the  reduction  of  the  exorbitant  rates  of  tolls  on  the 
canals  in  Ireland.  Thefir  grants  had  produced  the  desired 
effect  on  the  Barrow  and  Royal  Company's  canals*  The  rate 
of  ton  had  also  been  lower^,  in  consequence  of  a  former 
grant  of  the  Irish  parliament,  ten  miles  below  Bana^hert 
fwhilst  .the  exorbitant  rates  were, continued  in  the  &n^s 
county.  \  Above  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  the  public 
money  had  been  granted  to  the  grand  canal,  apd  if  the  rate$ 
now  levied  should  not  be  lowered,  he  could,  aiiure  the,  house 
that  the  expected  advantaga  would  npt  be  derived  Irpm  it,  as 
iaany  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  it  now  preferred  land  carriage. 
He  therefore  moved,  $lc*  > '  '         . 

Afr.  Prtns€p  rose  to  second  the  motion,  and  stated  briefly 
the  necessity  of  l9weriag  the  tollr,  in  order  to,  readier  the 
^anal  system  in  Ireland,  for  which  an  expence  of  no  less  a 
^um  than  one  million  of  the  public  money  had  been  incurredt 
Aation^y  beneficial ;  but  disclaimed  on  his  own  part  and  that 
hf  the  hon.  mover,  any  wi^  for  any  reduaipn.  of  .the  toUSf 
except  an  adequa^  compensation  beiiig  made  to  all  jthe 
parties. 

.  After  ^  few  words  from  Mr*  Aloxander,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  and  directed  to  report 
on  the  subject>  together  with  their  observations  thereon^  to 
the  house. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  presented  a  petition  from  the  infaobttants 
and  manufacturers  of  the  parish  of  Walsefield,  also  one  from 
those  of  the  parish'  of  Saddleworth,  both  in  the  county  of 
York,  against  the  com  bill,  which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
snlttee  to  which  the  other  petitiras  on  the  same  subject  had 
been  referred. 

.  Mr.  Fcfiowcs,  pnrsaant  to  notice,  moved.  Hut  there  be 
laid  before  the  hokse  a  copy  of  the  return  or  retimii  made  to 
the  privy  raimcil  by  the  archbishops  or  bishops,  of  the  namea 
of  any  persons  hokUdog  preferments  within  their  respectiv«r 
^oceses  or  jurivlktions,  who  may  not  have  resided  thereon  in 
consequence  of  exemptions  or  licences  under  the  43d  of  Ms 
flsqlcsty,  ch^  84- 

A  long  conversation  ensued,  and  it  was  at  len^  agreed,  on 
ibe  suggestion  of  Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  accounts  were  v<^u« 
aainous  and  could  not  be  speedily  produced,  that  the  accounts^ 
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^k  THE  PAIlLiAMENTARY  REGIST£IL  [Commov •, 

should  be  pr^iiredlii^  ofde?  tcr  mcir^Qcmglaid  before  the 
house  early  next  ses^jiQli  T)f zpsoiiiBCRttUU  '^ 

.  Thj5;hpi^se^w^t4nt9^a)^^  ^pp^;'j.:ODutlic«xo* 

lipri^bittljejQhai^c^^^^  Jifo  Alexianddi^irt 

the  chairV^a'siim  df  twdity-five  thousand  pounds  for'dia 
Crjnan  can^l^^^d,^a  ;^im  ]9t^ft;r.tt^5H^aK^  pouiids  for  ^c 
Highfahd  nayig^UoixihJ^cptb  wci;e  5K^i,  a«  were  akC^the 
tbuat  annual  spqa^Tor  t^^cxpences  of  .both,  houses  jof  pirlia* 
ititntik  stafionafyy  printiiig^a,ndl  £pr  ^^^.  jkcj  ind  the  house' 
being  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day.  .•'•'^•'  •  -    -   - 

,  JM^n^.Hu^s^^t^f^^dte^^  to  hrmghrabffl  to  amefxd 
tKs|  ;?^d^w  i)U  fnajes^y>.  fet^iLivic.  to:tbexoinmiBsh>iiei*s  foi^  au- 
diting pifc^^ftcf^^ts^i  ^i4  sdiin)  to  enable  the  commissioners 
to  allow  vouchers  in  certain  cases,  though  not  stamped  ac- 

ip  the  report  of  riictotomittjec  on 
bilb  were'ontered^ip  ptrts^aface  of, 

Up  the  reportibfthe  dotftinittee^ap-*- 
s  of  the  e»peii?e»  ofthe  rtiilitii  of 
ii'in;Ii:€land)(  andi^'the  allowances" 
.  fkcfc-  Otdoeodcjoflle^dtotthe^ tAble.  •' 
H^thrncp^jftoDf/tlid  stipehdiary  cu-  i 
cillti»baprni|cd^rn;  ^  ^ 

iU9vcd)»  that  di«^jtik)¥t  te  talcert- 
ntEriday.iiatt.^iSirlViffiam  Dol-  ^* 
jr,  in  .turdet*  tor  take  :thd  sense  of  thi;  ' 
^rc^  ai  theic  interests  hilght  be  aft.  • 
^  ensued^vvhtch^^tflfdnat^  in  the 
7  Geooral^  ttiare«bb^lR>ti:  should 
terationottMoridayJ^  V   ' 
^ill  passed  tbroa^iU^pinWttec,;ta  ' 
be TcpoVtfid. on  Friday  nwJt,  -  "   '^  '■''-'^  ^' ''  '   /    - ' 

Wpr;  Sliawr  presented  a  petition  {rata  the  *e**if  ^  'Ae  ^ty  ^ 
of  jbubHn^  pra3rHig  an  aiponilinent  itf  thtf^VCte'flTrHK^ulatnl^  - 
the  ^Vjce.^corn  and  the  assize  of  breodih  ih^fe^fttjr  rf  Dub.  ^ 
lii\,  m  order  to  enable  them>^  bj^.a  further  aItMr)tfib^,  tb  ir^uty  ' 
on  the^r  trade.     Referred  t$r:ajcommxttee.>'     ''  -•  .  f      ' 

The  0(2^  orders  of  the  day^ere  t^sti  ifiip0s^d  of.  'Adf- '' 
joumcd.  ;  '  -       I  ] 
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MATfi9.]  ISLE  OJf  MAN.  IPt 

IipigrsE  OF  CQMvMaN^S.    VI 

THT7ftSDAlr9^T.23(» 

:.Oa.tfae  modpn  <rf  Lord  iBoyfe;  Ab  Cork  a(i(i'Ximen<:k 
MatiL  billw»  resui  a  ddrd  ti<sxe,  pk^se^j  imd  ordex^.to  tlk« 
torfs.       •     •-.  '  ^'^^        ^     .   ,         7:'.,    ,   .V 

$ir  G.  Coni^waH  brooght  tip  ^t  fbpdrt  0(  the  cpma>jtt^ 
^n  the  turnpike  roads  hiU,  w^ich  i^M  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  furdier  coa^deration  on  Tuesday^  aiid  the'bill^'as  amend« 
^^  to  be  in  the  mean  time  printed.  .!    . 

ISLE  OF  MAN.  '" 

On  its  being  moved  that  Coioilel  Stanly  do  fari^^im'^^ 
nmort  of  tbe  committee  to  whom  the  clsuibs  ofme^thik^' 
of  Athol  with  xcfeirace  to  the  tste  of  Mka  UMPbee^'^e- 
ferred,  .   .   -   ^  .  "   ^^vr^r-  •   v..  r  <  i 

Mr,  Curwen  rose,  not  to  oppose  the  bringBig'tiJ^,'<*f,tbe 
report,  but  to  iatreai  the  house,  if  they  thooght  ^haty  further 
opimpensatioi|  ought  to  be.madeto-the  noMe  duke  fdr  what 
he  had  relinquished  in  that  bland,  at  least  twitr  to/gtau^  it 
VQitil  they  hp4  liiUy^  investigated  the  st(b}ect.  ^  The  fatettsts 
of; the  Manks  poopfe  ,were  mo3t<iAuteriidly>fiSdiea  by  this 
^iestiocu. .  l£iji|stibeito,themyinijuiiti^e  tdl^e.wttUIe'coxii^try,. 
the  hquie  ouj^-^tbt  pjmse.  bdbrMhey  H^fitly  voted  away  ^he 
public  ^aon^yi}^  they^vou^  fl0t;«O:tta^rfy^{fiemseI^lti'^th  an 
'  inquiry  into  the  un{ivoper.p){todktir^<  of  the  past,  bpt'  they 
ouglit  to  gua^  dgatiist  a  cecarreuct  df  sut:fa  cfb^uc^  for  the 
future.  He.  dlsseirited  entirely  Brcmi  >lhe  -^epcM,  although  it 
involved  in  it  .^ot^jtoany  docauent$,'thai  4xe^v%n;)d'V^ 
take  up  thcJ'tiin«-:o£  thciousc to* analyst H,Uut' fir *^~$his[ 
most  earner .^«^<that^^.mem(»er'of  tt»^Kc^e  ihSiila  be  * 
ini.pQ<s^6sioa-4%ridb4^;dox^  ^rhi^^lauk^^I^'dirt^tV': 

opposition  to  tbr^^opisiioa  jof  the  f^Wf  ecAfnMi!,  '^tS'  f j^t 
otthejpr&f^^^i^cfirs;  wha4iad(gi^en~^  it^ 

vrhen  it  was  formerly  rrferred  to  thtJl^r-  It-iv*  in  mrfet^Op^ 
^rio^f^^ijif^g^fcrtjfthcltfaakip^plft;    H%iS%if)iiret;^ 
"^?Q^;^fr^c  ^WTwmmiB  peoitioir^  t&<5  £Bi)ase^f  Keys^  V, 
..^,!f^^i9^^  isist«ice,i>ad  <edtidu^ed  thimsdf^ek  wkh 
the^(q[i(Qt  spMS<Git9V  hoiionn  and- ateenfioA'  to  ih£ ^nterestis'of ' 
their  countrymen.    The  hoix;  member  was  broceeding  to'ob- 
lerv«;^that^)|^;^9^|t|f5  dnfe  had'  recently  pVe^rrcd  a  mim  on 
which  he  had  till  now  been  silent,  asserting  that,  by  the  grant ' 
of  James  I.  his  ancestor  had  been  invested  with  abi^^lute 
royal  authority;  when  he  was  interrupted  by 

'/  E  a  Lord 
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^iQfi.,^clii^oiBitsnbfr  to  <q>po8e  tlie  briogpiig«p  «f  tile  sta* 

The  Speaktr  decided  that  Mr.  Cvrweii  was  is  order :'  ol-. 

with  what  qualificationad  r-  "<  / 

ucsM^^iSnrwcR  obmliod^  tbtt  Ik  had  smiled  Idondf  of  this 
opportunity  to  express  hj»  dissent  from  the  report^biFdie  com- 
mittee, although  in  tbi(4^s4^  of  the  proceeding  he  should  ab«* 
stain  from  ascertaining  the  ^nse  of  the  house. 
/Thoi«pari'>*QM.  f^n  bsxmghc  up»  ordered  to  Ik  en  the 

-i.i{G0lttidb4taiilef  m^edthat  it  be  takeA  lAto  cmndittation 

oo9nE%etda^oeafi    r      -  -  :    •'     - 

i:  H^inBt  wari  ^t]fj^pf»^\:ff  M,f.  Ctifwen,  Bft.  Creevey,  Mr^ 

1  Hiirst,,  Mn  ^ WLsdh^un^  and  Mr.  Johnstone.    They  e&pressed 

'ifesiMiMigithat  tfce'eridene^  on  which  the  report  was  founds 
^tfl  AMld'be  ptriifted^  "and  stsited  the  impossibility  of  doing 
^^Aat  in  tfuct^ciiHts  it  t^as  indecent  to  hurty  tihr6^gh  the 
HiM>iiiet|ii -a<iear  dar^  whar  fcad  ot^upied  tla$  attention  df  the 
Xl^ttv^  «bQMi1  for*  sewN^  yeafB.  In  ite  adhiinistratlon  of 
f 'IbOrddntshiiMriiyfil  ntfgatm  had  beeh  put  m  the  claims  of  the 
«?IMilidiaf^d%tt»o1^'arKl  ^hy  shottld  that  b^  i^ersed  ?  The  at- 
( toibiefyi  and<  ^li^teny  general  had  detkred  their  opTnioiis. 
^ag«iiis«:brnk   dF^new^lnaner  iiiad  been  bronghtlbTwaFd  since 

thaie-ttmai  theWise  bu^  to  be  agaiii¥«fefi«d  to  the  comid^- 
•  '(avion  ^^helaw^mA^eiti^  and  ihoufd  they  te^n  fevourably 
r  C4^fi9i^ble  dukb)  the^e  ccvt^  then  4)cn6  dbj^ctien  to  the  ad^ 
'  xnkMfi  (Sf  ias  tenandv    ^ 
t    Htiitfa  ♦ariifendrtittnt  inrt  •moved  by  Mr.  Johnstone  that  the  re* 

'po«>*hitflfl  be»  taken  into  considcifation  on  "Wednesday,  the 
-■>'^"5th^ttf'^u>i^i'-.'     • 

'  /'  ©tt•th<*^mher  h^d,  CoTond  StanlSty>  Lord  Glenbervle,  Sir 
.  I  Wi  BttH^itghsi  Mr.  Rosdi  Mi*.  H.  Bi?o%i'^,  and  the  Chan- 
;-tel*6r  ^^'ttir  Exchequer,  contended  that  th*  evidence  on 
''  ^BWh'thfe  tomniktce  procceJed  not  bemg  oral,  btit  drawn 
-'  diilefff 'fritn-^hc'flble  ar^d  tlaboratc  report  of  the  cemmissidn^i^ 
-  •  cr^^n  '79^1  already  in  t!le  posse^ctt  of  the  honsie,  it  wo^ld 
«3rfcite  a-uscless  delay  to  >eprmt  it.  Since  thfe  opinion  given 
by  the  law  oflBccrs,  additional  a<id  ifnportimt  matter  had  bieen, 
'•  pfDtkleed,  If  the  house  reti^d  implicitly  on  the  opinion  given 
*.    bythiMef  ofRcerSt  that  tirould  have  been  an  argument  against 

'  refeft-ingthesub^ect  toa  c^tiiniitteeatall:'   lli^had^how- 
tveri  thought  prc^r  to  refer  it  to  a  committeei  the  decision 

o£ 
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Mftts&T*       ^     -'fiuvsMTHmiranr."  s» 

#f  tlMt  CfMMiif&e  tlras  ndW  before  tliem,  aiid  k  wn^  highif 

the  dUflfno^a  ^atparictvtmmm  wamUmmki  u^JtuMtit^,  Oosjf 
htiA  no  objectim  to  postpone  the  consideratkn  dF  did  rdpofjt 

k»  (8^-Agaai9t  it,  ti^.^-Majaritft  &t\r''  /  '/•  ^  ii\i  •'  :.-" 
.  a1teKpDrt.¥te!tlimMdeiidt^ik^tafaoi(iiB^ 

MfrTkorsdapfi  .  •  •      ■'  -J  ».  •     I^-.'  -.    -/'''  ^»  :^''  ro'c..-.- 

^  Mr,  SirjmUBest  isose  ta  imIgq  hirpmntedtf lOf(l^ 
deveath  report  of  the  eommissionerB  of  Mini  iMkli»r|r«i:  |i^ib0« 
g»  \tf  rooiindwg  «he  house  t^iCTit  "pra^^ontoCilihcifrfalBiidiaH 
portaot  duties  to  watch  over  the  oonstitutiooyjttdidtfiaAiByi  W 
CDaf490Hiis|  iovDitcb  i}Mii%bl]Ms  «ifedspif4i«>  hermaMfiBiton 
^  bv  aayiKiminutfatioBh    It  i«i8impombhi»bc^vraNNI*>teMMl 
a^  the  ^AOaidifclfMed  ia  this  repovt^  iritiMiitt  fadi^riBMvmefcd^ 
Mut  looM  ofi  iho  fiuBu^HMDial  I»m  isf  thorcodstfMridB  had 
^e^ .  9949^7/ vi^lfted.    Plain  » the  promailiooKiratii  he  tM 
lgFtfio.mw^>i^f)  tfian  it  wouM  not  he  idlist»uMd,cthtt»itr(iitti^ 
coMfHiy  Khlmrfef/ftha.execiitiiQB  gs^mnmsilt  t^itaM  iMfiinr 
iri|l^94l(  lh^'a^tt^il]F;o^farU8manu.:  ,Uthi»vnMMKthlr:0^^ 
if  aique]^  fwW^'hf  fiiisQa  at;  piili  h^  ii^v]!}  qt  «i^ekluerLMliB» 
im)«pi  w«r0;thip  ^9(^.of  farljMmiit  evorfiastthnk  fi^r odSnarta 
'  If^ntipAs^wt^x^  o'Xlie  hm«>geiitla9«m:readi..«he  4r«i9lu^ 
tiqiia€^pftf*]jv|i«v^lH  4|«^.back:as;th(  ^x\k  qI  }%m^tj:\\6%o%nxs 
which  ^  friiK^  ^r^9^  4X{Aiat^jj«0gMia0ti  s  iwdee  ctt  aot, 
iiKief4ft  the  h^in^  iHtrolcl-be  dqp^TOsil^dt  .i»:  m^  imfMMiftf 
privileges,  aqd  of  that  weight  in  the  cmfltiMficStoilifajch  her 
hoped  it  would  a)m7S;  posaesi.. ,  The  opinifA  of  iduit  l^rned 
writei^  Mr»  JMitfar*  than  whom  there  covld  nat  .bf  Utt^  au- 
thority in  a  case  of  this  nature^  coincided  exactly  With^thescr 
resc>hi^om4.  rTbclejotied  serjeaat  Rioted  a  pas^agefr/^m  Mr« 
MijiarrV  ^i^^f^ftrso.  which  be  asserts,  that  by  the  conaeitttsion, 
thftilafig  is  pvfvfiated  fttMH  raising  supplies^  iimtbovft  the  <^n- 
;seiit  ciiFrtl^e  l^ial^ture*    The  bank  aa  was  auMthei:  iniitai^ce  of 
: ther  j(S9)W9j^^th'Whioh  our  ancestors,  had  considered  any  ae* 
tenipi  io^^ff  e^ocntivie  part  of  thq  government  to  raise-  or  bor^ 
<  ^  rpjw.  oiMiey  unknown  to  parliament.    That  act  expressly  pro^ 
' .  h^lMft  the^gavefanoMUK  Irom  bc»Towing  money  from  the:  d^ec« 
.  inr%:Pf.tha  bt^.withottt  the  authority  of  the  legislature.    If 
.  :thc  fimisions  of  the  act  di4  not  extend  to  bonowing  oioney 
.  'firptt^llKlKit  fms  heoMise  it  h^l  never  entored  into  th4  iffn»- 
..^  :       /:       ;-  .    .  gination 
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io  tHE  PARIJAMBKrAIlT  VOGlSTttL        [Ooiliroir^ 

^snation  of  the  firamere^tbi^  at  a'lutuiT'periodpers(m^'>^ 

^imte.thefxdt^  fosith^^popf 

.comM^ncctEof  :iBCnd  «H 

i  tkqsw^^:,tk^  attention  of 

1  I  ibilr^^Mbf  aitd  ke^vouid 

1  et{^  ^^WR.  fi0i»titiilipxi  Ind 

J  i^M  tlmt  >qiart»  tliat  be* 

1  ,  _  ^  _        ^,,,,       _,t!period  and  the  spring  dF 

1S04,  upw^nls.of^  four*  milUws  thr^  hundred  thcxisand 
pounds  jjljscd.bjr  nayy  bUkr^f  whkli  np  ccHekmiBicttioki  faad^ 
eyer  t^en ,  made.^to  parlia^kent;  He  would  examine  the  wz^i 
in  which  t^  jBrst  part  of  t^U  sum  had  beeaobtamedi  as  it 
would  >ervcVas  a  ipedmcn  of .  the  rest.  In  the  iriBpwt' traa  a 
letter  from  the  jsecreiarjr.p^  the  treasury  to  the  cbcdsnissioners 
of  the  nayy^  popYcjing  tli^  or4cw  of  t|he  lor^icf  lih&itrcasnrf 
to  raise  nayybi^s  ^  mtfeijA^gn  datfyd^  tiite^  amount  of  fise 
hundred  thqi^d  pmp^Jm  ^  payiyi«|i^  [pf  icestMiii  snsis 
therein,  sp^iBed.  J!rpm.  .,^  s^jle  of  i  the./I^er.i&ir  did  not- 
seem  to  be  cpnsido-^  aii  mi^al  proceediiig^i  t  Qp  dhis  letter 
the  money  was  l^c4•^0u^  ^ras,,.dai^,^ad^  October^ 

I  Bbo.  Tfli'e  bil^;^  jiss^ie^j9iji  tik^r  XjC^iJ^ventiMP  fiillbw- 
ingj  in  which  ngto^t^^eisis^  of  (j^y^nHtHi^Esammflficcd^ 
but  no  communiciuo^,>|RK:^ijigij^^  FFMb.iBfd^iby  government 
on  the  subject.   ^Ki^  ipt2itCifff'^<i^^  to 

^^  1 802,  during  w^jh^nje^pvfe^  but 

alt  mfpriiatiQn  \m,  i^j^ii^j  4>y  ^^j^^  If»  tbero^- 

fore»  It  wis  illegal  tq  .raise  ^fion^J- wi^9Ht,^)v$^kMi«v!)edge  of 
mnfdt^th^S^ffi^  proved  to  have 

^cgdjty.    If  m}ghvper^^ps.he,?(^eged  in,  an- 
jcessuy  rcfuif ed  this  step :  tO]  i^uikitxu    He 
iw  that  necessity  myst  poqf|ejii1i^..avcr-*rir:. 
:  the  law  \  but  as  .the  c;ue  ftp^  at  present^ ::  ^ 
IS  uncjpestionably  illegal  a^  it  lyas  ixndb»-'>c 
»t  to  prove  the  ^iste^c^  of^^ome^uiveitt    r 
ustified  their  departure  from  the  Acknowr    • 
of  the  constitution*    Th?  mode  which  go<t' 

,^-J  to  discharge  tbus  debt;,  W2^s.  eyisn  ^nore  re*:. 

prehcnsible  than  the  mode  in  which  it  hafl  hQ<?n  t^ontrftctod^v. 
if  they  thought  it  necessary  for  the  safety  oic-  wel&re  of.tbc . '/ 
sute  to  ih^ur  the  debt,  what  was  theirs  4uty'?'    (pertaitly  to 
inform  parliament  of  all  the  xircun^stances,  whi<&  had  isAu^.  .* 
;  •-..;;      >..r^  •       ■"-  -    cnccd  ^-y 
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mc^ibatL4fmdM9,^iMi't6  7ati3£f&  ^nicMtM  tl^^Ct^m 
BM  aifaEiiiistritmiri^d  tbii  ? '  Nck  ""^n^  Mylh^tau^il  fhejr 
BDOcoeded  W%'i£^purtbbv  ^a^  m<^  '^g<^  ^d&cBon^  df  the 
lor  mkI  tte  pehikigar'^  pM&rth^t,  ditmi^xdi'^tteedebl 

flBOfid),  in  I]ireta»lili^dtijbf  ^^lf8d^b$!0^  df  naval  in- 
qviryi  ivariG^pedy^^lAaf^d^eta^  to^' discharge 

duse  UHb  ^rfieo^ttaq^«t^i^^d^ef?  KHfe  answered,^  the  same 

Aey  bcGime/dubp^^  '#1iKEP%&^ 
aiijBiiiniteS'iiJMte?  '^No,  if^Was 
Was  dnre  anfilMft^ttbn'msril^fti 

off  th^  trf  teilig^<ieiit"t€P'tha^ji 

bten.^niidicrikabit'i^lMti^  so  nibat^RaW^M'^Vernhi^ 
not  td'iitiagtoccferaA  <tti^tcia*  bi5'''cSj>abrtr  ^f^rbdiiqng  jpa- 

cd(t^dn^tote.*i^4«^R^^ 

tranttitMNtt  01^  thWb^ 

pteaasti)^iiient,^Mt^  ^ 

in^/diatt  ot«ttit)'^^1h^ 

tachiCDfthecn^  YlW^IR  ''^ 

ta  bcncxfdaitied)amiyi(t 

vatit.pottibtolltlai^alf  _  <  -  rj  / 

vsiogpcity  lJrolUI^W%«kS9ie>h(e  ^bte  inoti)6r litistef^d  91  ^  Iq- 

gitiiiatei  piHbbl^iff  m^aria  ?    ft  cbtftd  -'**---^*-  '^-  '— ^^ " 

thardie  tMffOfjr  msifin^^iimt  d^idbneyj^ 

pcFiody-«hfcPt4^t'*ad«^g»tlcn^n  Hild  f< 

ontlie  (^lAMrtf^^F'tM  bofihtrt,  and  CDhgr^ttlUte<i';ii,^p'rtic' 

rcgKB«cfi^hfclrll^>pi^icJ8fe<rof  rtu+yJA^        tl^^,  ^ont^lEJ^.wlth  '.\ 

ftfaQiCQemjr.^^'  SUftit  «fen  the  estimates  had'W^^^o  exc?^^^ 

by  dM}«oq)efiefe^i;  AftI  <the  tnihister  didttot^tfifak  i^'degep^^^ 

api^J^OOlftfflMteritot-^    -"^-  r^l^^vl..!^   .iL^.Mi:^    ^u^C^_:^.-c 

of  theoBMe^  vofSd ' 

othcrgmrpbsfe^i^'Tk^i  <«  ll     .^ryiT-i 

waaiii^ity^iit^lfBley  ahd*jivdirect  cohtracKctiQh  ta  an  exp;:ci^^^ 
lawiMUheri^i^etr  'fhwhkg  thus  established  tlie  poin^>  that  .^^ 
thc^^olndoct'Of '^^tMiihem  hfad  been  highly  ii^prope^'^  ^^4<^V^ 
admitted  as  it  hzd  btiei  Wf'^  right  hon;  gentleman  opposi|;e^ . .  * 
that  sitetevar  n^tittprefier  or  fflegal  inras  i  fit^  subject  for  m-  ' 
quity^he  certainly  thought  that  he  had  said  enough  to  provei^ 

that 
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ft  Ttt  TAJUUUnMTiMr  lEam-ER.         IC^umm^i 

Imh^  MijeMM  <#i8tftiite4  Icvted^  oa  the  nodfe  tlm  Ittdt 
Imn  ffMM^'lviiiig  nomy  br^wtefiotitkni  Jisvf  Uttf 
lor  Hotr  lk«vil  MtvicMf  ilid  tlM  net  imdbr  tbr  of^^ 
fcoirtl  fir*iiimit^T»  Ihh  mdor  thoN;  of  the  loisdt  of  tfis  crea* 
sury,  Tte  CMitfiiill0»'af90eFratfld  to  eack  branch  of  th« 
fiMttite  go^r«mmeot  k$  pcdiliir  ^Icputmeot,  and  die  lords 
*«f  Aa  treaaiiry  had  no  more  right  to  interfort  in  tlie  naval 
4f|Mrirtmttit  than  Ibc  lord  chancellor  voidd  have.  And  yet 
thow'nanltertiees  had  beon  usdertaken  under  the  orders  of 
IhelnrAi  of  the  tfoaaufT^  hy<an  officer  (the  conptrdler  of  the 
mvy)  who  ooght  td  havehaovn  that  he  dkoidd  first  haTO  oh- 
fahied  the  sanction  of  the  board  of  admiralty.  {HemrJ  hemtl 
hmr!)  By'nn  order  of  conncil  for  the  regulation  of  the 
nalir^ffieti  dated  9th  Jene»  1796,  the  comptroller  was  piit 
wider  the  direction  of  the  boaixl  of  adinmhyy  and  b^  a  snb* 
aeqioent  fesriotion  of  that  board,  the  nianiigttient  ot  money 
for  seeret  nairal  scWicea  was  vested  in  the  first  lard  for  the 
tinae  being*  No  less  than  a  hundred  thousand  poimds  had 
iMti  ndied  by  tibe  tUqgal  means  before  dcacribed,  for  secret 
nava)  aettices.-^avy  debts  might  with  faropriety.  be  paid  by 
navy  bttl%  but  aOMl^o  one  woidd  contend  that  the  expences 
of  aetrtt  services  A^A  be  defirayod  in  a  simtlar  manner. 
Whet  did  Mr.  Bttrhe*scmlUst  act  sty  Oft  this  sobioct?  Tfaatae 
vbo  money  iBSpeoded  m  secret  semrincs  was  not  to  be  acronnt- 
ed  for  to  parltameni,  the  only  mode  of  obtaiiiing  it  shooki.bo 
imn  the  civil  li st>  vnnehing  for  it  as  that  act  prescribed. 
Hete  there  was  some  security.  There  waa  the  oath  of  the 
loiaiiter,  wbo  testified  that  the  money  had  been  faithfblly 
diiterted)  but  if  it  were  to  be  raised  by  bilK  that  scamty 
^fW)d  vanish^  Were  this  practice  allowed^  parltament  mi^t 
at  OMt  abandon  aU  control  over  it.  The  only  account  of 
||49e  tffiOaactions  was  a  ktter  from  the  secretasy  of  the  trea« 
WTf  to  the  comptroller  of  the  naryrin  which  it  harii^  been 
staled,  that  9fiOOol.  had  been  raised. and  expended  for  aecret 
naivsl  sarvieesi  a  discharging  bill  is  ordared  to  be  iasnei^  ta 
Ihpt-  amount.  The  question  wns  not  whether  or  not  yon 
mmM  put  confidence  in  this  or  that  hard  of  the  treasnrj,  but 
wh^er  er  not  the  coostimriaa shonld  he  maioted?  If  it 
^eare  altMed  to  go  on  in  this  way  from  small  sums  ta 
gnat,  from  the  small  snoas  granted  to  Boyd  and  Banfiekl 
^aoaa  yearn  i^goi  to  the  miUiona  of  the  present  day,  iritarmnst 
be  the  reffit  faua  the  complete  overthrew  of  that  constitutioa 
k  was  the  duty  of  parliament  aaaloosly  to  defcnd?^ 

Ministers 
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KfAT  23-1  ELEVENTH  Rfil^ORT.  S$ 

TyTmistcrs  were  ib  capricious,  as  cVbi  tiol  fe  ^attend  to  tlidr 

Wn  regfdaticms>  but  tatre^t  th^ca  ytkh^tJ^^^f)  cUyggyJ 

^tlnt  tiiey  Jtoamfosted  for  ti»e  Hv9^i  tlKUr^9^!9r^r  m  lR.j^7ji!$» 

thcry-or^atd.  ebwr  these  9&ifV  ab^ul^i:  b^  fciiffqd.  ifk^it^S^' 

vaslioiiezs  .of  die  mkrf.y  but;  ke  tbft  pii^^  <iVi<l(jp«4}<;^fi^$^^^ 

Sir  Ai' Uaoicxfed  <«ttll$.  tfac  ix>«iilntvi|m^c^tt9i^.^%^(«.ii;>^^ 

tfaat.itind  Jobdi/ideeinod  .todidql^ca^eilct^^mriiMt  f^i^ein.    .i^^io 

thef  werd  aoc  lit.  for  (fojaaikflioBeini  ^  Witj>^ifi^^M9|£rjU> 

throw  the  sli^fatiesttifTipatfttkpo  oii,t^e9e  i^gi^t^sa^x  jli«^.)i(ovJ14 

ny,  diat  if'thcVvimBrc.uo.WQrtJUy  of  this  p^&i9|KC^'(J^y:.^p:e 

ODworthj  bf  thcirj  sktUuttons.     And  What  wprf  ..tl^^^ej:vi^C$ 

vhichwere  considered  too  dt^ioat^ .  to.  bfi  i^W^P^^df^  .ti^o 

commisssoneiis '^  thfi  navy^'  TM  Ja^l  5)f^,^Hca)i»./t^v*«U^e 

amount  of  ^xtoesi  thoiksaad  )^Wiiids»  ^n  .Q¥|v^q^K>f.iyhi(ihi2lo 

entry  h^  beeo  viadb,  any  oore'tli^  of^i^Q  wl^cb  iv^qi^d 

k|  wa»'for  the  stoDc  expedition^  which'  was  fnUy.gs.Hotf^ious 

as  it  was  a2fts\ird«  .  AU  the  world  Ulked  About. it,  An<\  l^i  jt 

was  judged  tprudont  to  keep  it  from  tlie  kikawWgp<  i^.the 

coinaiisuaaen.of  the  aavy  1  >  With  segaf4  to  f^<st«pi>  whi^h 

he  wasdcj^icousth^t  thehQpscshqiil^itJifci^  oti!  this,  afritfocfo  he 

did  not  hi^eail  twmk  them  to  pas?  si9'JnUn^^«(  JM<|8*^^V^^'^ 

the  rcportvbe&we'thcan.    Thethoii^e  wai'4|ia.i4i^4iif4Biftu^*- 

don  irennr' ihat  :ih  Arhkh  it '  wsaa  ^pLweci  .004 ^^  Jat;^;. pf  ^asion. 

Then.the.£ic&  ii3d,  been  ftdmi^dkjr  the  i^dAyi^uft^W 
now  no  such  ^admiflucyi  had  beeB-vma^f^ 'lXt|^r^t9^[|ifiG«ts 
comiiaod  in  the  ^kveoth  repoiit^^«rQi-h9W^«]^^(i^i%  8(^* 
cient  ta  jusdiy  sanding  it  to  acommi^tc^,^.  l^^is  <out^  not 
he  op9osed>with.' any  pretensifNi  .to^«oi^i«tency  b]^4)ie«.i4g^t 
hon:  gemieoaftn  opposiie^  but  whether  h^oppos^d.  iti  9f«4Ptf 
it  was.  the  bouadcn  duty  of  the  iiouse  td'Wa«d,pflSl,«n^4^gi?^B 
with  which  the  /coostitutioa  might  bp«  threat^9d,Ti^<'»l^h 
practices?. and. thef  would  ill  discharge  Vheir<ob\ig^tioi>^to 
their  country^  if  they  3uffered  any  unwovthjr  ^qtis^^^^fition 
to  into^Dse^ad  pcevent  the-fulfilofvent  of  th^l  4uiy««  Jt.wa^ 
'  the  bosmesof  a^feodnistradon  not  only  tO'gpveiHi«|^G^G(m;itry 

•  wiaelf  and  'justly,  bat  to  govern  it  accordii^-  to  the  tmrsm 

•  They  were  not  to  set  up  their  opiqioas  againslb  ^^  wr>utt^n 
•Bitttes. .  Such  conduct  wat  dangerous^  even  wbep  ^th^  <irr 
dHqsnooeB  ttf  the- 'tiines  seemed  in  soipe  dcigree  |^  jiMif^t* 
What  had  been  the  observation  made  on  the  inuro<ki<aU()A'X>f 

'  the  catholic  ^uodon  i    Not  that  l^  granting  ti^itt^nopificp 

dabaed  bf  the  catholics,  any 'immediate  d^g^r  ^vns  apprcr 

bended  to  |he  conntry,  but  that  it  would  tr^n^b  iwthat  c^ni« 

stitothm,  ^ffhich  we  were  bmiii4  to  maintain^  peif  «n4'i^io 

.  Vol.  KI;  i^oy,  F  ;    JUu- 
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^  TriE  PARLlAMtfJTARY  REClSTliR.  [C#«ftioF**r 

late.  Should  such  acta  a»  those  detailed  in  the*  eleventh  re*^' 
port  be  mitkjfei  -^o.  go  oa,  we  should  soon-  hake  Bd^oonsthu-r 
tion  to  iiiaint4t9«  •  All,«  howevery  that*  he : meant-  to  propose 
at  present  w^b  that  the  whole  •of  the  e^^enth  report  of  the 
eomzmssksicrs  oTnavfll  iss^uhrydiould  be  referred  to  aaelecs 
comttitMi  to  e^camine  ^hk'^  matters  tfaereofi  and  to  report  xxy 
the  hou9e«  ^  The  learned  ^rjeanc  concluded 'with  moving^  that 
the  wtM^e  of  the  eleventh  rqratrt  he  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittetff  to*  Import  ther  matter  of  the^  same  as  it  should  appear 
to  thesn».  tPgbher  inrith  their  .pinions  thereon  to  the  house- 

Tb^jChffiff/ifir  oftht  Uwhtquer  would  notiind  it  neoessary 
to  .tr^!HJ>lii  tb«  bpuse  ^ong»  as  he  was  to  far  «from  wishing  to 
oppofse  jtjtif  ioqiliry  proposed  bv  the  hoa*  apxt.leairned  gentle- 
man, ^that .  lhf&.i4>poi|itment  of.  a  committee  for  that  purpose 
was  the.  object  of  hr$  partieul^r  desire.    He  was  sure  the  re* 
suit  lof  the  inquury /would  be,,  to  explain  the  matters  referred 
to  by  {Ate^ihon^and  kamecl  geiitlemani  in  a  manner- perfectly 
satis^Mltory  ({9  l^e. houses  anditwas  the  more ^nec^sary  these 
matters, shoul4: he* so  explained,  as  the  hon«.afkd; learned  gen^* 
tlemanh^.had  irocnn  $0,  completely  to  nustake  thtms'  He 
could  i)ot«.hiP^ev^ringr^  to  thenvotion  limits  whole lextentf - 
because, tb^t^part.^  fhe  report  which  r dated ttodeor^tservicef 
couid'wjth  pTPpriety-be; referred  onlyt^.a  «eti3eli[ieotrmritfce. : 
AVhatev^  wa)3'j»€K,of  thaji^Tn:«iu)^»  heiwasLnndgr  toi  aH«w.t». 
V  ^  ta  91  Sfilect  ic^ntmitteoo   h%  it  may  Iwi  ihconvenient  ihat 
two  coimnittees' should  .sit  at  the  j^amc^timooojthe  same  sub*:, 
ject,  the  same  wi^e6S(»4»eii>g'Uicdft9'be  eatoniood  by.  both, 
and  periijips  tor  {iie  .^a^lvf^i  by  ]>othiat;theiisatne  time,  he 
shouid  recopii^nd,  thattb^.eomlnittee  for  Ae  general  matter 
be  ia<itttuted  i^nxxs  and  wheii  that  .c6mmittee. should  have 
made  jts  report,  the  €i»fli«uttee  for  the  secret  maher  xsacj  be 
appointeiU  '  Tbwgh  he  agreed  lAius  generaIIyjiavjthc;.objecti 
of  ti[f  ]i^q|J9A»  Imt  could  90fr  help  offeriojg.soinft  ebfi»yations. 
on  what  had  faUea  firom  the  hon.  gentlemaja^  rFirst^as  to 
the  ide;i  loat  issuing  fresh  tinvy  bills  tio.  ren^  otluhrs^.  or* 
to  raise  m^Noey  to  pay  them  tj(  tended  to  nothing  else  than 
a  suspension  of  parliament,  the  sitting  of  which  it  would,  ren^ 
der  unnecessary,  striking  at  the  same  time  at  the  vital»t)>f  the 
constitution,  he  had  to  observe  that  this  was  tiot  the  ojiinion: 
of  the  commissioners  of  inquiry^  wh()se  diligence,  takmsj^ttd 
integrity,  were  so  much  coiiuheOfded  by  the  hon.jt^. learned 
gentleman.    They  were  satisfied  with  saying,,  tliat  they  did 
not  suppose  the  practice  arose  from  any  indireet  motive^ 
Tlhough  it  was.  irregular.    The  hon^  and  learned  gentleman^ 

had^ 
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had  aitgoediprklK  more  doquence  than?  wai^  n€($e9str^  9n<  a 
point  wkiolkJiDbody  could  be  inclinod  to^jdisptteey^thlft  j^  was- 
.  the  duty  of  kmgs  and  their  mintsteni  ib^govern^  ^(:<($^i»g^1b* 
law;    But  the  hon.  and  learned  gientlltni»i'had>0v^lfl0d1{^d 
the  practice  that  had  so  lone  prettied  ifoxa  ^^^im^wm^toxi 
t>n  the  necessity  iQeritably  felt  -of  vidtrtttig  ^ma^  di^fttSh% 
year  to  ycar^fdr  serlnces  not  provided  fop  in  the  Vear^prttfeil- 
mg.    This  practice  \had  beed  long  recogiHzedy  ana<  had  ne'ver 
been  complained  x)fv    A  measux^e  wlikh  he  h^^  jEhe  h«mdur 
to  recommend  had  rendered  the  ifi6u6  of  thc^<  ti^fiff'^iMi 
rnort  ecoBOBuci  and  had  been  the  tneans  of  savHig^tftlitions  to 
die  country  in  the  last  war.    llus  ^as  tlie^stdW'CfiT'j^i^ing* 
all  bills  at  the  day,  for  if  money  was  not  ready  to  ^faf  tha$» 
the  credit  must  of  course  be  Impaired.    The  feafiidiis  ^fraP^the 
navy  debt  grew  up  were  various,  arising  fpoiAtfeenatVifr*  of 
the  senricei  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  pfovfd^d  far. 
The  house  voted  a  certain  number  of  seamen^  Which  was 
caade  the  ground  of  a  rough  charge  under  iitt¥hd  difib^ent 
heads.    T^e  pay  may  perlu^s  he  calculated  With  some  accu- 
racy, if  the  numbers  did  not  vaiy ;'  bur  the  we^r  ^^nd-  t^ar,  ^ 
toctnallkig,  extraoidinarfe%  stores,  and  x>thtr  ttptiice^  >^ere 
oecessarlly  unpartain  in  tbdr  amount.    It  tn)uldf  ilot  'besides 
be  denied,  that*  his  majesty,  if  he  saw  ooJaSiicm')  had  a-  right  to 
increase  thd  number  of  seamen  en^toyed,  t^ite  IpaYliamcnt 
was  not  sitting*   :The  prices  of  stores  aAd^VictilaWiilig'fluctu*. 
ated  from  year' to  yearj'sO' chat  ititas  impO!;!dbte'^yesti)t)ate 
could  prtahidesto  necessity -of  inctOringlii^yy^debt  'The 
measure  whitdi  had*  been '  ttltao^  zV^hh  'f'eootmaendafliW^  in 
the*  last  war,'  'ctf  *^iAcF^sliig'«ht>  allo^afnc^s  from^jfi.  «d  7T.  a 
mondi,  had  gone  very  far  to  ^dttd^'th<j  tt^cumulatii^i^Mt  it 
was  impossible  tc^-prevenf  ^he'diibt  ^MGgsthii^. «  '§9i&  pik^^t 
of  isstung  liivyibilld  JMS  as  old  dq  th'e^revlolUtf^^l '   For^a  kmg 
time  theonly  «egulatioxf  with^respb^l  to'the  ]^y#«tlt  df  tberii 
was,  that  khotft^  of  lotlgest  st;m«lii^  skoutd^focP^id'' fi^st. 
Thus  they  may  be  ootstandlAg  ibr  fifty  or'  shcty^^ltrV^th- 
eut  anr  absokite  obti^tion  to  pay  at  any  preds<f  timci  -'The 
akcratum  that  bad  b^n  adoj^ted  iil  P794  went  ndtM^I<i^ent 
theisme  of  bills,  which  wtsb  impo»sitHe,  but  to  prdVid^'^^tliat 
cheydiould  he  paid  ^t  ik4  ehd  of  Hfteeft  months^  -*  Th^  otW 
j^ct  of  this  regulation  wa»  to  relieve  the  billd  Irdni  thei  diffi* 
cqltiea  under  which  they  laboured  -  iit  the  American  war^ 
when  the  uncertainty  of  payrtient  rendered  thbm  subject  to*a 
discount  of  from  la  to   18  per  cent*    This  provision  not 
}tpng  Ibmid  safficienty  it  was  settled  in   179^,  that  they" 
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should  be  paid  at  three  months.    This  regulation  did  away 
the  disc.ountj  and  was  thq  means  of  saving  many  millions  to 
the  nation*    It  was  intended  not  to  prevent  the  issue  of  thd 
bills,  but.  to  remedy  the  depreciation  of  the  paper,  and  to'  fa- 
cilitate the  public  service.     It  happened  that  some  of  these 
fcills  coul4.'not  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  three  months,  from 
causes  which  the  committee  about  to  be  appointed  would  in* 
<^ix:e  into,  xylthout  breajcing  in  on  the  money  reserved  for 
the  e^pences  of  the  dock-yards,  wages,  and  other  expences,> 
viflf  immedi^^  fund  for  which  was  indispensable.     It  was  ne- 
c?e?sary3^  therefore,  to  issue  fresh  bills  to  those  of  the  former 
holders  ^yho  were  willing  to  accept  them  as  a  substitute,  and 
to,  raisp  money  on  the  credit  of  others  for  those  who  insisted 
on  payment.  -  T^is  amounted  to  nothing  more  at  the  utmost 
with  Jce^^pect  to  the  holder  than  tlie  payment  at  six  months  of 
'what  was  bt^ore  paid  at  fifteen.     The  money  being  raised  for 
the  pmrpose  of  paying  bills  issued  for  naval  purposes,  was  bona* 
Jute  applied  to  naval  services,  and  fairly  accounted  for  to  par-, 
liamen^  as  sucji.     The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  on  this 
ground  supposed  a  fictitious  account,  calculated  to  destroy  the 
credit  of  all. documents  laid  before  parliament  from  the  public 
ofiiqes.     He  supposed  the  documents  purported  that  the  bills 
were  for  one  service,  while  the  committee  would  find  they 
were  fgr  another.     There  was  no  list  of  the  paf-ticular  appli- 
cation of  the  sums  of  money  voted  for  naval  scirvices  laid  be- 
fore the  Ixouse,  only  an  account  of  the  collective  amount  of 
the  sum  granted,  statine  that  it  was  applied  to  naval  services. 
it  was  to  be  supposed,  Yiowever,  from  the  professional  habits 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that  he  would  not  lightly  • 
prefer  a  charge  of  such  serious  violation  of  the  law ;   and 
therefore  it  was  to  be  expected,  that  from  whatsoever  source 
he  might  have  derived  them,  he  should  come  to  the  tommit- 
tee  prepared  to  give  proofs  of  the  charges  he  had  made ;  or, 
ih  failure,  that  he  should  return  to  the  house  prepared  to  re- 
tract them.     It  would  be  recollected  that  the  year  1 800  was 
a  year  of  peculiar  difficulties.   We  had  an  internal  visitation  of 
scarcity,  which  was  not  only  a  cause  ofgeneral  distress,  but  had 
the  efttct  of  enhancing  the  public  expences  connected  with  the 
feeding  of  our  fleets  and  armies  in  a  very  great  degree  indeed. 
In  that  year  also,  towards  the  close  of  it,  we  were  menaced 
with  a  confederacy  of  the  northern  powers,  who  had  assumed 
the  character  of  hostility  to  us  on  points  essential  to  the  ho- 
iKJur  and  safety  of  our  empire.     Great  exertions  became  ne- 
cessary in  consc<juence,  for  the  equipment  of  our  fleet,  and* 
'"'      ^         ;■■;■*■*   •  th« 
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the  services  of  the  noble  lord,  then  at  the  head  of  the  marine 
department  (Earl  Spencer)  on  the  occasion,  would  ever  be  re- 
membered with  gratitude.  The  consequence,  however,  was 
great  difficulty,  and  a  great  increase  of  tost  in  mbst  aiticies  of 
naval  stores.  The  increase  in  cost  was  not  less  than  from  40 
to  80  per  cent.  This  expence  did  not  go  on,  as  the  Hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  supposed,  from  M^rch  1800  to  May  1802. 
For  the  latter  part  of  this  period  he  was  not  responsible,  but 
he  was  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  upon  himself.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  fallen  into  a  mistake  on  thit 
point  J  and  from  the  manner  in  whidi  the  report  dWverted  ta 
it,  there  was  reas6n  to  think  the  commissioners  thetnsdvcs  had 
made  a  similar  mistake.  The  issues  the  learned  gentleman 
noticed  so  particularly,  began  in  October  1 800,  and  ended  iA 
March  1801.  They  ended  as  soon  as  the  loan  for  that  year 
afibrdcd  means  of  making  arrsmgemcnts  for  the  payment  of 
them.  The  other  issue  began  in  Septembdr  l8olf  ;  the  dif- 
ficult ies  continued  to  the  spring  of  1 80,2.  The  pr^tniltarieff 
iof  the  peace  had  been  negotiated  in  the  early  part  of  thit 
period,  but  the  definitive  treaty  was  not  concluded  till  near 
the  end' of  it.  No  loan  could  be  njade  while  the  price  of 
stocks  fluctuated  in  the  uncertainty  bclwefen  the  two  periods; 
so  as  to  leave  no  room  for  a  satisfactory  bargain.  As  soon  as 
the  loan  afforded  the  means  of  an  arrangement,  it  was  made, 
and  the  issue  had  not  been  since  recurred  to.  He  thought  it 
right,  even  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business,  to  offisf  this 
teplanation.  He  wished  for  the  inquiry,  and  he  was  sure  it 
iTOuld  be  proved  by  the  accounts  the  committee  would  have  tof 
refer  to,  that  the  conduct  so  much  complained  of,  was  not  de* 
aerving  of  censure.  As  to  the,  ninety  day  bills,  that  could  not 
be  thought  a  subject  for  grave  inquiry.  Perhaps  the  dtffer^icd 
between  eighty-nine  and  ninety  days  was  allowed  for  in  the 
bargain ;  or  the  contractors  might  have  thought  it  so  little^ 
being *only  threepence  halfpenny  in  one  hundred  pounds,  ai 
not  to  be  worth  attending  to.  Even  Mr.  Goldsmid,  whom  he 
mentioned  with  respect,  accustomed  as  he  was  to  calculationi 
of  this  kind,  had  suffered  this  difference  to  pass  without  no*- 
tice.  It  was  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  that  it  escaped  tbt 
navy  board  5  and  it  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected  that 
the  house  of  commons  would  look  to  it  with  a  microscopic 
eye.  The  thing  had  been,  besides,  corrected  before  the 
committee  of  inquiry  had  been  instituted.  With  respect 
to  the  secret  service,  lie  should  not  enter  into  it  much. 
^^o  disclosure  could  be  made^^  consistently  with  a  regard  to 
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what  was  due  to  the  public  and  tliat  good  fyhh  due  to  the 
merits  of  the  individual  principally  concerned  •  but  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  $ay  he  wa$  satisfied  the  committee  would  find  it 
was  a  service  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to 
promote,  and  that  the  merit  of  the  individual  principally  con- 
cerned wa$  deserving  of  the  highest  .consideration.  The  cir- 
cumstances did  not  ad^it  of  -disclosure  at  the  time,  nor  did 
they  now*  *  iBiit  the  committee  would  report  on  the  merits  of 
the  service,  iand  that  it  'was  strictly  naval  in  its  naturef  and  in- 
titied  to  be  paid  for  directly  out  of  the  naval  money,  if  it 
could  have  been  disclosed  at  the  time*  This  he  was  sure 
would  be  made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  bouse,  and  of  the 
learned  gentle^vin  himself.  Secret  service,  money,  was  pot  to 
be  issued  m>m  the  civil  list,  thougl^  sums  occasionally  voted 
in^fd'of  thc^'  civilli$t  may  be  so  applied.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  could  not  possibly  tnink,  that  adiiiirals  or 
general  cfHcers  on  foreign  stations  were  not  at  liberty  to 
apply  money  to  the,  piu:po$e  of  procuring  intdligence,  and 
that  such  money  ipay  not  be  .paid  out  of  the  sums  voted  for 

ids.     As  to  thi^  stone  expedition^ 
ij  have  reached  We^oMnster  hallf 
^  th<:  ears  of  thie  jboo.  and  learned 
as  they  were  to  such.  things>  yet  it 
public  in^erest.to  keep  it  a^  secret 
sfojce  it  was  completed.    The  cir- 
Tvi^  he  had  alluded  to,  could  not 
>ublic ;  and  possibly  4be  committee 
^ ^,  ,      ley.  never,  could,  be.    Enough  ap- 
peared to  shew,  that  .the  stone  e:iqpedition  ^as  known  to  the 
first  lord  of  the  adm|i*aity,  that  it  met  his  ;^>probation,  and 
that  it  was  a  service  perfectly. uaval  in  .its.  nature.    He  had 
great'^s^isfactipn'  ip  agreeing  to  a  committee  to^inquire  into 
the  general  inatter  bf  the  report.    When  that  genqral  report 
should.be  brought  up,  as  be  believed  it  n?ay  be  iaa  very  few 
days,'  he^would  move  for  the.  appointment  pf  a  secret  com*  . 
mittee,|cpnsisti,njg  of  £ve  member^  to  inquire  Jnto  the  secret 
xnat^^^j'    On  these  grounds  he  sJiould  n^iove,^  as  an  amende 
menr,\th;it  a  committee  be  appointee!  to  inquire,  into  the  mat- 
ter of  the  eleventh  report, '"  -except  so  hr  as.  r^ates.  to  ,th^  . 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  issued  for  secret  naval  service*"  . 

Jifcfr.  Tox  should  not  feel  it  necessary  to.  occupy  the  time  of 
the  house  many  minutes, ,  as  ne  did  not  mean  to  object  to  the  . 
division  of  the  committee.     As  the  right  hon.  gentlemai^ 
howevef  >  had  thpu^ht  proper  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  some 
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of  the  topics  adverted  to  by  his  learned  friend,  he  tniste^^  b^. 
should  be  indiilged  in  making  a  few  observations.     The  .right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think   that  part!  of  his  learn^ 
friend's  argument  unnecessary  Which  stated,  tl\at  a  ki^g  9f . 
this  country  and  his  itiinisters  should  govern  according  toTaw.. 
In  this  he  differed  from  th^  right  Hon<.  |;entleman,.  because^ 
there  xms  no  truth  that  should  be  m^e  strongly  impres^ed^ 
on  the  mmds  of  mShister?,  than  tfi'at  tlie  house  had  the  ri|;ht , 
to  exercise  its  tonstrtutional  control  over  the  public  expen- 
diture.   The  morq  they  should  investigate,  thdemore  they 
would  discover  that  the  hw  of  the  land  had  been  sacrifijjqd  to 
convenience.     This  practice  had  jftcrfeascd  very  cpn^id^^bly  • 
lately,  and'if  nbt  seasonably  checked^  might  lead  U).jc9i>fe-_ 
qoences  such  as  Kis  hon.  friend  had  stated.     But  t^ey  cpuld. 
not  be  carried  to  the  extreme,  as  iii  the  time  of'  Charjes  |1^, ; 

because  the  sitting  of  parliament  would  be"      '"  ^^~  , 

end,  in  order  to  provide  the  means  of  pay  in 

raised.     He  was  sure  the  right  hofar§enftcni 

allow^  that  the^cfst  essential  drity  of  that  1 

care  diat  no  money^should  be  raised  btft  in  f  ^ 

by  parliarhehtV  nor  applied  but  to  piu'poses  ft  ^ 

be  directteft  by  ^ttrfiament.    Thid  hotttc  had  i 

probation  of  th^tharttieif  irf  wMcb  fhoney'h..- ,.,;^x-  -/ 

these  Wife.  ^TlieHrigWthoii.  giht\trn^  had  advertc4'jto  the 
manner  in  whtdi  lii^  hills  wei^ 'formerly  i^u^^^^  whfeh  p^^-/ 
ticc  he  allowed  tb' lfebad,''and  K^  W(  "  '  ' , 

mode  had  beert  adopted' with  a  ^ew*'to  e 
being  inconsistent  'with  the  cdh^ittiticu' 
supported  the  right  lldti;  *  gcnildtnaii's  ^  d 
lieved  the  former  practice  nmconstitutiort  li 

with  economy  in  the  public '  expenditur* 
bcmfi  the  impressidrti  he  believed,  of  the  f\ 
himself  when -he  first  came  into  parfiaibei 
ritorious  a  partial  the  committee  on  the.  c 
army,  hef  tne^t  the  committee  of  which  t 
foi^'had'beeR  diaH^an.    It  was  then  coi 
to,  and^  inconsistent  With  the  constitutio; 
gentleman  had  substituted  bills  at  fifteen  months,  and  after- 
wards at  nhiety  days.    'Ihis  akered  the  law,  and,  therefore,  in 
a  constitutiottal  view  he  could  not  deem  it  correct  to  renew 
the  manlier "fhat   had  been  practised  before  that  alteration. 
There  wei^c  many  things  that  required  further  investigation, 
and  particularly  the  manner  in  which  this  money  had  been 
fnaUy  paid.    It  should  also  be  inquired  into^  whether'  these 

navy 
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navy,  btlb  tnight  have  been  continued  consistemlv  with  law.  If 
such  a  mode  were  ooc&  to  be  admitted,  it  would  amount  to  an 
idsue  of  navy  bills  without  the  sanction  of  •parliament.  He  had 
httnsdf  no  doubt  that  the  practice  was  contrary  to  law^  but  he 
sbduld  not  then  give  any  final  opinion.  It  was  a  different  case 
altogether,  the  suff'cring  the  extraordinaries  of  the 'army  and 
'  the  navy  debt  to  accunuiiatej  from  the  issue  of  these  fictitious 
bills  pretendedly  issued  for  services  specified,  when  they  w^rc 
really  issued  to  raise  money  only.     This  was  an  irregularity 
which  reqiHircd  investigation*     As  to  the  other  point,  that  it 
was  not  worth  referring  to  the  committee  the  difference  be- 
tween the  etghty-nine-  and  ninety  days  discount,  he  agreed 
with'  the  right  hon.  gentleman.     But  he  did  not  think  that 
thfeeircuitistance  having  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Messrs. 
Gokbodids,  gentlemen  whom  he  had  not  the  honour  to  know, 
kst  of  whoae  conduct  he  had  a  high  opinion,  was  any  argu- 
ment in  justification  of  its  being  overlooked  by   the  navy 
board,  because  undoubtedly,  if  these  gentlemen  had  been  in- 
fanned  that  they  had  a  r^ht  to  the  difference,  they  would 
luve  fed^en  it.    As  to  the  secret  service  money^  the  right  hon. 
gOMtleoian  had  put  it  on  a  good  footing,  by  proposing  to  refer 
the  eOBsidiSration  of  that  part  of  the  report  to  a  secret  com- 
siiktee.     A$tO  the  secret  services  in  general,  he  thought  it  ex- 
tremdy  desirable  that  the  sum  expended  should  be  accounted 
t9t  onoarii,  in  the  same  n^anner  .as  money  applied  to  such  ser- 
'viccs  iixun  the  civil  list  imder  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Burke's 
faiU.     A$  the  executive  government  was  the  channel  through 
wjiucball  the  sums  voted  for  the  public  service  were  to  pas«,  it 
vas'ioxtremely  desirable  tiiat  such  sums  should  be  accounted 
fbr  to  the  house.     But  on  this  subject  he  should  not  say  more 
tffl  aftop  further  inquiry.   It  appeared  to  him  from  the  xeport, 
$hit  the  order  of  the  council  had  not  been  complied  with  in 
die  expendliCure  of  this  naval  secret  service  money,  nor  the  au- 
thority of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  attended  to.     As  to  the 
fltone  expedition,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  first  lord  of 
tko  'admiraltyyif  he  disapproved  of  it,  oi^ht  not  to  give  it  a 
Jeind  of  tack  consent.    But  then  his  consent  should  have  been 
•obtBtned  in  form  and  under  his  hand,  after  consulting  him 
atpon  it,  ^d  not  by  communicating  it  immediately  and  colla- 
fendiy  when  determined  on.     The  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  ' 
should  have  signified  his  consent  by  his  signature,  and  then 
JiaiEc  been  responsible  for  the  measure.     He  was  glad  that  an 
Inquiry  was  to  take  place  on  this  and  on  other  subjects,  in 
iOtdttclhat  it  might  be  discovered  in  wiiat  respect  the  laws  had 
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been  complied  with,  in  what  respect  they  had  been  sacrificed 
to  convenieilce,  and  in  what  respect  It  would  be  necessary  for 
^Uamcnt  to  interfere  to  prevent  any  such  sacrifices  of  law  in 
|uture»  unless  where  circumstances  should  call  for  it*  He  did 
isoc  presume  to  deny  that  there  might  be  exceptions^  in  which 
.such  a  sacrifice  would  be  necessary^  but  as  the  power  of  making 
such  sacrifice  was  liable  to  much'  abusci  parliament  was  the 
more  bound  to  take  care  that  k  should  not  be  unnecessarily 
exercised. 

Sir  jindmo  Hatnoni  had  entertained  hopes  that  the  paper 
x>n  the  table  would  have  satisfied  on  the  subject  of  the  trans- 
action which  had  been  alluded  to*    The  reason  why  he  had 
not  had  the  intercourse  with  the  then  first  lord  of  the  admi- 
.iraky»  which  ought  to  subsist  between  the  first  loid  of  thead^ 
miralty  and  the  comptroller  of  the  navy^  was,  that  Earl  St. Vin^ 
cent  had  resided  mostly  in  the  country.    He  had  consented  to 
superintend  the  stone  expedition  at  the  desire  of  the  stcretairy 
of  state,  who  had  written  to  Lord  St.  Vincent  on  the  subject, 
add  received  an  answer  conveying  his  lordship's  approbation'of 
the  project.    When  the  vessels  were  ready  to  sail,  he  wrote 
himself  to  Lord  St.  Vincent.     In  all  this  he  did  not  thihk 
there  was  any  tiling  that  could  justify  any  reflection  on  l^is 
conduct.     So  fiu-  fi*om  having  wished  to  make  himself  inde^ 
pendent  of  the  admiralty,  he  had  ever  wished  to  take  the  m- 
structions  of  the  first  lojd  of  the  admiralty^    As  to>the  chaiqge 
•of  having  paid^ninety  days  discount  instead  of  eightywttitt^ 
the  time  had  been  calculated  from  the  day  of  the  tiaoe  to  the 
day  of  payment,  both  days  inclusive,  conformably  to  what 
took  place  in  the  commonest  occurrences  in  life.    A' M^soa 
taken  into  employment  on  one  day,  and  discharged  at  tie  end 
of  a  month,  should  be  paid  for  his  time,  including  bothjthe 
day  of  being  engaged  and  the  day  of  his  discharge*    The 
aianner  of  issniiiig  the  nayy  bills  had  been  the  same  as  was 
always  pursued,  and  it  was  really  incompteheitsible  what 
iQade  the  committee  report  on  this  point.    When  the  new 
mode  of  issuing  navy  bills  had  been  adopted  in  1796,  navy 
l^is  were  at  a  discount  of  fifteen  per  cent,  and  on  the  exf^n* 
diture  of  seven  millions  in  1797,  there  had  been  a  saving  of 
above  a  million  to  the  public  by  the  new  mode.  *  Vfbaxk  the 
,  expenditure  increased,  the  benefit  had  been  greater.    When 
.  the  bsue  of  navy  bills  had  been  made  on  the  24th  of  October^ 
1 8co,  there  was  but  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  the 
treasury ;  and  he  asked  in  what  manner  the  money  could  be 
#0  well  procured  ?  He  was  happy  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
yoi..IIL  1805.  G  conduct 
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conduct  of  tlie  Goldsmids;  they  never. delayed  the  suots 
lyunted  a  single  day  or  hour.  If  the  house  kojew  of  what 
value  such  punctuality  was  to  government,  they  would  view 
this  transaction  in  the  light  he  did.  He  was  happy  to  state» 
that  the  navy  bills  were  in  as  much  credit  as  ever ;  and  if  they 
should  not  contitilie  so,  he  was  sure  the  navv  service  would-  be 
reduced  to  the  embarrassments  with  which  it  bad  been  afibct* 
cd  daring  the  former  practjcc. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex^ 
dhequer's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Tlie  committee  ^2l%  ordered  to  consbt  of  twcnty^one  piem«i 
bekrf^  and  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  thd  neatt  day. 
^  'The  London  docks  bill  was  read  a  third  tim^  and  passed. 
J  The  bm^  vent  into  a  committee  on  the  post  horse  duty 
farming  blAVy  and  resolved  that  the  bill  should  be  continued  for 
a  time  to '^e  limited.  Mr.  Alexander,"  the  chairman,  on  the 
llOHSC  being  tebomcjd,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
ptnrpofge.'  The' other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of^ 
Adfoumed. 

*      '.  HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  24.  *'        ' 

;  The  Locd  Chancellor  delivered  hi$  opinion  upon  several 
points  in  the  case  of  Rediogton  against  Redipgtqn,  in  favour 
of  affirming  the  decree  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Ireland^ 
after  which  he  expressed  a  wish  that  the  further  consideration 
^ight  be  postponed  till  Monday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  land  tax  commissioners  name  bill,  and  the  slate  duty 
bill,  wererdad  a  third  time  aiid  passed,  and  a  message  $ent  to 
the  coitimons  t6  acquaint  them  therewith. 

The  naVal'  commis^onets  bill,  the  military  commissioneri 
bill,  and  the  urine  duty  bill,  were  read  a  second  time. 

Sfeveral  iiembers  of  the  house  of  commons  brought  up  the 
Irish  licence  regulation  bill,  the  London  wet  dock^  amend* 
inent'bill,  and  some  private  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time, 
7  The  Lord  Chancellor  read  to  the  house  a  letter  from  the 
Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  stating  that  his  lordship  had  ho  objection 
to  attend  khe  committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  relative  to 
gir  Hoine  Popharti,  if  consistent  with  the  privileges  of  their 
Jordships. 

Lo)rd  Aucldand  then  moved  that  a  message  should  be  sent 
)p  tl^  house  pf  cojnnionsj  desiring  that  they  would  state  the 
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grcmn<fes6icifC2s6nson  which  they  desired  th^  attendance  of 
Ae  Earl  of  St.- 'Vincent  before  the  said  committtse,  which  \vad 
i^gtiBed  to* 

MR.  JUSTICE  r6x. 

Lord  Carteton  rose,  and  observed^  that  tht^  being  ^he  iay 
appointed  for  the  house  to  resolve  into  a  committee  to  inqvure 
into  the  charges  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  it  became  necessaryi 
firom  particuur  circumstancesi  to  request  of  the  house  the  in- 
dulgence of  postponing  this  inquiry  a  fcyf  days  longer*  Ncft 
at  2dl  from  any  unwillingness  or  impromptitude  on  the  part  ojE' 
tke  learned  judge  to  meet  the  charges  against  him;  /oriic 
begged  to  remind  the  house,  that,  from  thefirH  mjOiQi^iitr.thac 
learned  judge  had  heard  of  those. chargesi  he  prefeissed'hot 
only  his  readiness  but  bis  most  anxious  wish  to  mec(  int 
quiry,  and  to  be  put  upon  the  vindication  oi  his  ph^raetenand 
conduct.  It  was  his  wish  to  have  been  heard  by  counsel  a£ 
the  bar  of  that  house,  and  nothing  was  farther  (torn  bis  do* 
sire  than  the  slightest  delay  or  evasion^  But  on  acojount  of' 
the  non-atrival  of  some  papers  material  to  his  defence,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  request  their , lordships  to  postpone,  for  a 
few  days  longer,  the  proceedings  in  this  business*  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  concluded  by  moving  to  discharge  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  to  appoint  the  committee  for  Thursday  ne;^t  \ 
which,  ^fter  som^  conversation  on  the  subject  by'  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  ihie  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  some  other  peers^ 
was  agreed  to. 

iJAVAL   li^QTpIllY.- 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  rose  to  bring  forward  his  promised 
motion,  in  consequence  of  the:  notice  he  had  given,  on  a  for- 
mer day }  that  niotion  he  felt  it  necessary  to  pr<  '  '  ►ojn<? 
observations  on  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  it  was  ct  to 

propose  for  thetr  lordships'  adoptiqp ;  and  he  .a  their 

lordships  that  the  tenor  of  his  motion  would  o  d.  to 

the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  inqi  ^th^ 

abuses  which  had  obtained  in  the  nayal  department.  It  was 
particularly  worthy  of  remark,  that  'the  long  Ijh  of  pa|>ers 
for  which  he  had  moved  in  the  month  of  March  la^t^  ^pd 
which  had  been  refused  to  him  by  his  majesty's  mjuistcrs,.  ha<J' 
been  since  granted,  upon  the  motion  of  an  hon.  member  la 
the  other  house  of  parliament.  In  order  to  enable  their 
lordships  to  enter  into  a  full  uiquiry  upon  this  subject^  it 
would  not  only  be  necessary  for  them  to  investigate  tho^p 
papers^  but  several  others  for  which  it  was  his  intention  to 

G  a  move. 
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moTej  shotdd  the  house  think  fit  to  adopt  hir  moCborfcr  tbe 
committee.  In  the  invest^;ation  to  which:  he  had  no  cfoufafc 
theif  lordah]p9  would  readily  be  induced  to  accede^  he  desired 
cxpreadj  to  disclaim  aU  vie^s  of  personal  asperity  towards  an; 
o^cer.of  his  m^j^ty's  'goyemnxent.  Public  justice  was  hi» 
sole  motive ;  nor  had  he  any  other  object  than  to  render  jn»* 
tice  to  those  who  should  be  found  to  have  deserved  wdl  of 
^ir  country,  and  to  discover  and  bring  to  account  those 
whose  conduct  had  been  of  the  contrary  tendency.  The 
papers  for  which  he  had  already,  and  nueht  hereafter  move 
upon  thi)  subject,  were  foirthe  purpose  otenaUing  the  house 
tD.fiirm  a  comparison  between  the  conductof  the-^r/f  and/r^ 
sent  board  of  admiralty,  and  to  ascertain  which  had  acted  most 
ineritoriously  for  the  public  service*  'Whether  that  board  haul 
aiCted  most  wisely  and  efficiently  for  the  public  defence,  who  had 
dismissed  from  the  public  service  a  number  of  useless  ships  whicb 
crowded,  without  strengthening  our  navy ;  which  declined  the 

O  contracts  for  ships  to  the  merchant^builders,  and  pre« 
the  building  of  our  vessels  of  war  in  the  king's  yards  ;. 
which  dismissed  useless  and  ineffective  officers  ana  artisans^, 
and  employed  only  those  that  were  active  and  efficient  v 
which  directed  investigation  into  abuses  and  peculations  in  the 
iGurious  departments^  of  his  majesty's,  dock-yards,  and  put  a. 
«top  to  the  most  flagitious  and  profligate  system  of  pronisioa 
and  waste  of  the  public '  money :  or  that  board  of  admiralty, 
which  reversed  this  system,  and  by  giving  contracts  for  ships 
to  the  merchant  builder^  increased  the  number,  but  most  ma« 
terially  impaired  the  strength  of  our  navy^  by  crowding  if 
with  ships  at  an  enormous  expence,  but  absolutely  usdess  ta 
tbe  ser^ce.  The  papers  now  on  their  lordships'  table,  can«r 
sbting  of  the  reports  of  commissioners  appointed  by  the  other 
house  of  puriiament,  abounded  with  strong  instances,  and  laid- 
before  their  lordships  sufficient  parliamentary  ground  to  Agvh 
the  necessrty  of  going  into  the  inquiry..  In  locddng  over 
those  papers,  one  of  the  first  objects  that  struck  his  mind,  was* 
the  purchase  of  some  ships  of  war  from  the  mecchant  builders^, 
at  the  enormous  rate  of  thirty-four  pounds  per  ton ;  some  o^ 
which,  nevertheless,  so  far  from  being  serviceable  to  the  navy,. 
or  adding  to  its  strength^  were  absolutely  useless*.  He  woul(|! 
select  two  for  the  present^  and  the  house  wouid.be'beBt  able  to 
judge,  from  the  report  of  th^  officers  appointed  to  command, 
them,  whether  or  not  they  were  of  use  to  the  sendee.  The- 
one  was  called  the  Hmdostan»  and  was .  attached  to  Admiral 
RusselTs  squadron  i  and  he  would  read  from  the  report  a  let«t 
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tcr  from  die  oaptaia  commanding  that  vtssd^  hk  dpinion  df 
hfir  fitness  and  efficiency :  the  other  was  called  the  M^iator) 
of  wfaoch  the  house  would  ako  be  enabled  to  judge  ftxMI  the 
letter  of  her  captni.  The  noble  kvd  Tcad  the  lectern  from  the 
ci^tains  of  both  ships;  from  w4ttch  it  appeared  that  both 
were  so  ill  baik,  so  utterly  dispropovtidned  in  their  aaast^^ 
tedders,  ropes,  rigging,  and  guns,  add  so  hirii  above  ^e  water,' 
as  to  be  totally  unmanageable  and  unfit  fi^  serrice.  The/ 
were  both  under  fifty  guns,  and  yet  tbey  cost  the  government 
as  much  as  seventy-mvn:  gun  ships  built  in  his  majest]t's  dotk-^ 
yvds ;  and,  what  was  still  worse,  some  ships  of  the  tine  were 
actually  stripped  of  a  principai  part  of  their  crews  to  maft  thos^ 
useless  vessels;  and  thus  the  means  of  our  defence,  i^sCekdbf 
being  strengthened,  was  considerably  weakened,  andoiirtaaV^f 
reduced  to  a  state  much  below  what  it  was  at  the  time  when  a 
noble  lord  sat  at  the  head  of  that  department  who  bad  retirecl 
from  office,  and  who  had  been,  by  certain  persons  to  whose  pro- 
ceedings he  was  not  friendly,  censured  for  his  con^dtict  in  dU 
letting  the  afiaira  of  the>  navy,  which,  in  his  {the  nc/ble 
^)eaker's)  mind  merited  the  universal  approbation  and  gratt** 
tude  of  the  country.  What  'he  would  wish  was  to  contrast 
the  state  of  the  navy  at  present  with  that  in  which  it  stoodP 
vnder  the  direction  of  his  noble  and  gallant  friend.  It  mighlf 
indeed  have  a  gfoaternwmber  of  ships,  but  Were  they  so  wel}r 
manned,  appointed,  or  prepared  to  meet  that  active  andenteiw 
firising  enemy  with  whom  we  have  to  contend,  and  who  hac 
never  rdaxed  one  moment  in  his  exertions  to  increase  his- 
strength,  and  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  his  views  against' 
this  country?  He  would  ask  his  lordship,  whether,  when  hi» 
noble,  gallamt,  and  venerable  friend  was  at  the  head  of  thead'^' 
nnr^ty,  any  such  event  had  occurred  as  two  formkt^le  fleets  of 
the  entoiy  triumphantly  proceeding  to  sea,  and  rc^am^ngf  no  one 
knew  whither,  in  despite  of  our  boasted  navy  and  blockading' 
system}  while  our  West  India  islands  were  attacked  and  ravaged ' 
by  another  of  the  enemy's  squadrons  ?  (Hear!  hear!  hearPf- 
let  their  lordships  judge^  from  this  circumstance,  to  which' 
praise  or  censure  was  most  due,  the  late  or  the  present  board* 
c£  admiralty.  Another  ground  of  condemnation  was,  the* 
sq^stem  of  taking  ships  from  the  merchant  contractors,  instead' 
cf  building  them  in  the  king*&  dock- yards,  by  which  meaiis  ar 
Bumber  ol  competitors,  encouraged  by  those  contracts,  w^ie 
brought  into  the  market  to  out'-bid  the  government  in  the 
prices  of  labour,  timber,  and  every  material  for  building  and 
.  stores..    Thus  the  expenccs  o£  building  in  the  king^s  yard- 
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nwt  intrcxatd  almost  in  a  double  ratio.  If  thrif  lordsfaip^^ 
VOul^bcfat'dietroalrie  of  examining  the  papers  upon  theii* 
tabl^i  tkej,  would  perceive  a  most  striking  imtance  of  tht9 
kin4.:festtlting  from  the  contracting  system^  wh6re>  in  tfaef 
spape.of  a  few  veeks,  no  less  than  170  able  shipwrights,  in 
4^  :priioe  of  life^  quicbed  the  service  inthe  king^s  dock-yards 
of  ueptfotd  and  Woolwich  only,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
finplcQred  at  much  highet"  wages  in  those  of  the  merchant 
conlraobors»  to  build  those  very  ships  whichi  he  would  con- 
teR^fbtttfor  this  system,  could  be  built  considerably  cheaper, 
a3  w^l  afi  infinitely  better,  in  the  king^s  yards;  /md  he  would 
aipfr  that  those  170  men  were  competent  to  build  the  ten 
i^e^ifSPtjrifour  gun  ships  now  contracted  for  at  36I.  per  ton. 
CoulddmyLcase  be  stronger  than  this  to  prove  the  badness  of 
thC'  syitaqivfOn  which  the  business  of  sliip  building  was  con« 
dudied^  ..But  if  flagrant  fause  for  censure  existed  m  that  de« 
partment,  it  was  stili  worse  in  the  contracts  for  repairing,  for* 
it  appeansdithat  the  repairs  of  the  Magicienne,  the  Andro-^ 
mache^  theJEloray  and  another  vessel,  which  hfi  named,  cost, 
in  I793>  the  enormous  sum  of  65/^00!.  by  contract,  and 
might Jhsve^becn  built  at  the  then  contract' price  for  little 
more  than:  40PO0I.  Here  then  was  a  palpable  instance 
of  ihfi  ihiincnis principle  of  repairing  by  contract.  It  was  said,  ^ 
digit  in:;the^  king  &  yards  there  was  not  room  for  laying  dowft 
firstf-raitfiSi  He  denied  the  assertion^  And  stated  that  there 
Vrenc  in  ill  the  yards,  twenty  slips  targe  enough  for  first  rates, 
which^  supposing  each  to  require  two  years  in  completion, 
wouU  be  competent:  vnthin  that  time  to  increase  the  number 
smdistrength  of  Dur  navy  greatly'  beyond  any  necessity.  But 
the  inunber-o^ -bands  engaged  in  otir  dock  yards  (greatly  re- 
dtoo^c^  on  tLO^otrnt,  as  was  alleged,  of  the  numbers  dismissed 
tqr:t]^e)hte&3f^lord  of  the  admiralty)  appeared  by  the  papers - 
t^  be  gneatflr  when- Lord  St.  Vincent  went  out  of  office,  than, 
at  pittaeatttj^  f'romthe  bad  supply  of  timber,  and  the  shameful 
xntsmaugement  of  mixing  hands,  all  sorts,  good  and  bad,  and 
paijing  ^l 'equal  wages,  instead  of  striking  the  men  into  class-' 
€$y  and' omploying  each  upon  the  work  to  Which,  they  were^ 
moit.XQmpetent^  the  business  of  the  yards  was  most  tardily 
ctmdttcted,  and.  at  an  enormous  expence.  The  perscms  wh9 
fKQ&B(doi  In  this  shameful  manner  seemed  to  have  forgottcii- 
the  yolmninous  report  on  their  lordships'  table,  or  to  suppose- 
at. least  that  they  were  deterred  by  its  magnitude  from  look-* 
i]}g  xntOi-its  ccmtents.  Not  intimidated  by  this  consideration^* 
he  jbad  looked  into  it  minutely,  and  felt  himself  every  where 
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appalled  by  the  tnonnity  of  this  pecukttoD,  and  also  'the  ptch 
fusion  which  it  (exhibited.  Not  wishing  to  go  into  panfkuhor 
detail  at  this  moment,  he  would  just  advert  to  the  sltth 'ye«^ 
port,  which,  exhibited  such  scenes  of  peirverseness^  mismtk* 
Bagementj  and  criminal  profusion)  as  he  did  not  think' It 
possible  could  have  existed  in  any  ijstjcm^  and  more'especis^ 
under  the  eye  of  a  naivy  board,  appoinfed  t6  conduct  thi&  bim- 
ness  of  a  great  nation,  and  formed  €if'men.fH*ofes»ng^h2rac( 
ter  and  competence  for  their  post»  Among  other  instances 
which  this  report  presented,  was  one,  where  a  charge  had 
been  made  for  certain  repairs  and  additions  to  a  ship  at  log. 
and  in  another  place,  for  work  executed  precisely  in  thd  sIMe 
msmner,  loL.;  and  yet  both  charges  were  signed  by^thdllSiiVjr 
board.  How  it  was  possible  so  gross  and  shamefolafianit^ice 
of  extortion  upon  the  country,  as  that  of  charginrpcMOdsIti 
lieu  of  shillings,  could  have  passed  the  vigilance  oFany  public 
board,  unexamined,  was  to  hxm  utterly  inconceivable*     ' 

The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  examine  many  other 
parts  of  the  report,  and  upon  the  whole  condemned^  in-  the 
strongest  terxps,  the  criminal  and  atrocioosi  instances  of'he^ 
gligi^ce,   prp&i^ion)    ^aste,    and  peculadpni  jti^exhibStod^ 
A^nj  the  nohle  lord  disclaimed  all  personal  views  in  this  it^ 
quiry,  yet  ,he  could  not  but  feel  that  the  noUe  earl  belund 
him /(Lord  St.  Vincent)  was  very  deeply  interettedr   He 
should  neither  advert  to  the  malicious  rumonss  which  *  had 
been  industriously  circulated,  nor  the  virulent  painphlets,'ai}d 
other  slanderous  libels  that  had  been  directed  agginst  that* 
noble  earl.    The  noble  earl  had  been  termed,  by  some  autho-^ 
rity  too,  the  greatest  enemy  the  country,  ever  saw«    Bar 
stancUng  there  as  the  friend  of  that  nobls/earl^  only  because' 
he  believed  him  to  be  the  friend  of  his  cotEntvy^iior  hd^haid 
the  honour  of  very  li^le  of  his  personal  acqu^ntasice,^  bet 
could  not  sit 'down  without  giving  (however  umMxeBiaryi  st 
^ might  be)  the  most  decided  contradiction  to  sachtlkmdgfs^ 
\IuarJ  hcarJ)    That  noble  earl,  after  having  vani{aished 
the  enemies. of  his  country  abroad,  and  crowned  Jier  $tv^': 
dards  with  trophies  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  had  returoed  * 
to  vanquish  her  still  worse  enemies  at  home.     That  noble  > 
lord  was  not  the  patron  of  peculators,  but  the  detector  of > 
abuses.     He  did  not,  ho\i^ever,  call  their  lordddps'  attention  f 
to  the  situation  of  the  noble  earl  upon  any  consideration  of.* 
his  public  services,  brilliant  and  invaluable  as  they  had  beexl- 
IP  his  country  \  he  merely  besought  for  hi|n  justice  at  their  > 

lordsbq)/^ 
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Jordships*  hands,  against  the  base  aod  unfoanded  imputations 
arujpiqi^red-^jr^bos^  whp,'  ia  mvongt .for  hb:  detection' of  liieir 
;>miide6<tUf;  bfidi  le^d^voynci) . tp  a^tineL  hb  xharactei'«    JmMfid 
«>f  being,  the  worst  enemy  of  his  country,  he  would  averhkai 
J^  bpi^jbsm  toolWP  (i^9i^0^    By.  him  it  irtas  tfaar  thnhiquiry 
^  »rss-i^i^  ^^jfOft^fcHflwhiMi  tp  ^tbe.ideteciUdn  «if  «o  many  ud 
..«uch:tCi9PIWn9^s:/i9aud§iuf|D{i.  thct  t^xuntaeji  .  Ha- bad  wet  his 
'  «J99i;;^f^£tf.;t^.<wh^Ist'>ttd  jh..  spite  or^artyiiifiaenoe,  and 
CT^^^cirjWd^u^^^  by:tl^  9«9iiber  as  veil  .a^  the  magnkade 
d^f)  tbg§f[  jiiicnpadimesits-he  h^d  to  ohcoonter^  iie  pushed  tltxt^ 
,itug^f:^o^,  ti^m  ^ti^^B^st^2mdBct:wc^.  exampte  .to  that  house, 
.yii^Ki^^^^iovfitaj  h^  itniviETSbUy  applaaded,  and  which  the 
*)pfQ^§f|ar4  h^ptui  their  lordships  would  adopt.    Lord  Darn* 
W  fifffKiiifni^hj  moyiiig,  <<.That  a  aciect  committee  of  their 
iibj9d^j|||i'J)j^jaii|poin(:cd^  toitoosist  of  the  Dnke  of  Clarence^ 
the  Marquis  of  Backtngbanl»  Lord  Winchilsea^  Lord  Aibe-i 
9(ia]i^ilfG4:4.fQuciei  Lord  Aw^daad^  Lord  King,  andr  four  or 
£^  9tb#r:pee|Sj^v^  takcjnto  conatdenuCion  the  stveral  papers 
/oa  th4A^f}x*<9peG^g  ihe  stale  of  the  navy;'* 
.   }tifr^*M^4¥pfh:rHY  lonIs»,dhe  aohfe  lord  haa  fltatei  norw,  as 
lie  did  wheo  he  moved  for  some  of  the|mpersoayo«rlardsbips' 
IIBiMfb  ti9^i#^w^^g|ainstt  die^cooduct  of  the  hoard  of  admi^ 
jfsKltfji^iRFhiiihl  M4  tb^  honour  to  presida«:x.  The.fioi^Ie  loni 
im  c^?«Wf4  «a^«wrrii^  a  gws*  and  unnceoKary  expence 
.Iqf.:parc}|a6u^ve$$els  wh^h  Irere  useiesa,  an^tmflt  for  serri^^ 
|i(i  >^  s#v)t  <chargo^  Che  admiralty  with  hatrisig  been  grosdy 
jiH  eimiS'ii^  buiUHi^  ships*  in.  the  menchants^  yards.    > 
:    Toi  ti]|£sfi:4^arges  Itrqst  I  shall  be  able  to  answer  to  the  sa4» 
IJs^^JMi  otCjFoiir  lordships  ^  and  the  noUe*  lord  will  do  m^ 
$l».ii^s!&c^^o,JttCfA\fi^>  liat  I  never  nude  any  abjection  to  tht 
Ifupivry  lAkb  he  proposed  to  institute,  hdsag  always:  ready  to 
Vli9ttiji$r^f  fifd  trefa^  my  consent  to  tbc  production' of 
Wel  of  ?tho  j^af^rt  for  which  he  called,  though  I  objected  to 
o^  ^f  thCf ^o^ions  •  of  the  noble  lord,  because  !  was  6atisfi64' 
thaft.i^  VO)|ld  Qroate  unbounded  trouble  in  the  public  offices  to 
jfffmoi^,  the  .papcEs.  to  which  that  aootion  extended,  aud  be^ 
cause  the  production  thereof  would  only  burden  your  lord^iipsf 
tal)le,i:]wkho^t.  any  usefol  information  being  derived  from 
I^Ak    How  far  I  waa  well  founded  in  diis  concltfik>n"  yoor 
ki9!dM9»pa  will  now  be  enabled  to  judge.    Ont  vdbmie  out  6/ 
t^re^ of  which  that  correspondence  consisted,  is  upon  yoor 
lor^sivps*.  fable  (  and  the  only  use  the  noble  lord  has  madcof 
i^  ha^  .been  to  ^unte  from,  it  two  letters,    k  asay  therefore  be 
presumed^ 
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presmned,  that  if  the  whole  of  that  correspondence  had  been 
produced,  it  would  have  been  of  but  Ihtle,  if  any  lise  what^ 
•ever. 

In  reviewing  the  arguments  which  the  noUe  lord  has  intrb^, 
dttcedt  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  he  hat  totally  mistaken 
the  object  of  his  own  .inquiry,  ai  it  does  not  go  to  institute  a 
comparison  between  the  conduct  of  the  board  of  admiralty  at 
w^ch  I  presided,  and  the  former  board  of  admiralty,  hot 
a  comparison  of  the  conduct  of  every  board  of  admmdty  that 
has  subsisted  for  these  twenty  years  past,  the  bdard  at  which  E 
presided  having  only  followed  the  example  of  every  preeedirfg 
.board  during  diat  period,  with  respect  to  building  in  the  mer- 
chants' yards.  At  present  I  only  make  this  observt^on  ge** 
nerally,  as  I  shall  have  occa^on,  in  the  sequel,  to  entet^  into  ^ 
detailed  illustration  of  the  fact  I  have  stated. 

I  now  come,  my  lords,  immediately  to  the  charge  which  the 
noble  lord  has  brought  against  the  admiralty,  for  having  pur- 
chased vessels  which  were  unfit  for  service,  and  for  having  had 
many  of  these  vessels  fitted  and  repaired  in  the  merchants* 
yards  at  a  great  ezpencc. 

With  respect  to  the  purchase  of  ships,  if  there^beany  cfime' 
in  itp  I  {dead  guilty  to  the  charge.  Let  me,  however^  iihreait 
your  lordships  to  recollect  what  were  yom*  own  opnriions  and 
your  own  feelmgs,  when  a  noble  marquis.  Somewhat  more 
than  atwelveml>mh  ago,  proposed  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
relative  to  the  defence  of  die  country.  Every  one  knew  the 
object  of  that  motion  to  be  similar  to  one  that  hadl^cn 
brought  forward  in  another  house,  but  more  especially  with 
Che  view  to  increase  the  number  of  vessels  of  the  smaller  and 
lighter  classes,  of  which  we  had  not  then  by  any  meims  enough 
for  the  service  for  which  such  vessels  were  more  particularly 
wanted— namdy,  to  contend  against  the  flotillas  which  were 
collected  at  Boulogne  and  other  ports  on  the  French,  Fleit^ish, 
and  Dntch  coasts.  Serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  at 
that  time  upon  the  subject;  in  consequence  of  which  I  thonght 
it  my  duty  to  give  my  earliest  attention  to  it. 
.  With  the  view  therefore  of  appeasing  the  clamour  and  re- 
moving the  dissatis£iction,  which,  from  the  want  of  vessels  of 
the  description  I  have  just  mentioned,  had  been  so  generally 
expressed,  I  lost  no  time  in  ascertaining  the  exact  state  of  our 
resources  in  so  far  as  regarded  every  description  of  vesseb, 
which  were  either  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  crown,  or  which 
might  be  obtained  in  the  shortest  possible  time  $  and  I  found 
chat  to  the  forc6  allotted  for  the  service  of  the  North  Sea>  for 
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thc'Modcicfc  of  thcencm/s  ports  in  the  riaffow  part  of  the 
.channel,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  o^n  coasts  in  that  par- 
ticular 'direction,  considerable  additions  might  speedily  be 
made.  I  therefore  desired  that  fifteen  arm^d  transports, 
which  were  lying  atSpithead,  and  seven,  which  were  in  Loch 
Ryan,-  shodd'  be  immediately  ordered  to  join  Lord  Keith, 
whose  force,  when  I  came  into  office,  amounted  to  one  hun* 
tlrcd'  and'  t^veritj-one  ships  add  vessels  of  war,  exclusive  of 
hired  ships  and  craft  of  various  Klescriptions. 

To  the  above  twenty-two  armed  transports,  which  were  all 
eoppered,  I  found,  that  by  giving  a  premium  of  not  more  than 
8bo6I.  a  further  addition  might  quickly  be  obtained  of  thirty- 
nine 'sloops  ajkl  gtm-brigs,  which,  just  before  the  change  at 
the  admh-alty,  Iiad  been  contracted  for. 

TIic  whole  of  these  vessels  were,  in  consequence  of  this  en- 
courhgement,  brought  forward  with  the  greatest  expedition, 
some  of  them  months,  but  all  of  them,  several  weeks,  earlier 
than  they  would  have  been  furnished  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  contracts.       ^ 

Besides  the  vessels  I  have  already  mentioned,  orders  were 
^  given,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  papers  on  your  lordships*  table,  to 
purchase  and  to  build  the  ships  and  vessels  therein  <iescribed^ 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  seventy  sail. 

It  was  still  thought  necessary  to  make  a  further  addition 
to  this  force,  and  with  this  view  the  gun-brigs  and  mortar 
vessels  ha^'ebccn  contracted  for  since  the  first  of  June  last,  as 
will  be'  seen  by  a  reference  ^ to  the  document :  these  amount 
to  thirty-seven  sail ;  so  that  the  whole  force  cither  actually 
added,  or  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  appears  lo  amount  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  vessels  more  than  there  were  on  the 
day  of  my  succeeding  to  the  oflice  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

With  regard  to  the  expence  incurred  for  the  purchase  of 
the  vessels  that  were  bought  into  the  service,  little  can,  I 
thinlr,  be  said  in  objection  to  it,  although  the  noble  lord,  who 
opened  the  debate,  has  endeavoured  to  lay  considerable  stress 
on  that  point,  as  well  as  upon  the  unfitness  of  soime  of  those 
vesseb,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  a  little  crank  from 
WT.nt  of  sufficient  ballast,  and  from  their  not  having  exactly 
the  qualities  which  vessels  built  especially  for  the  purposed  of 
war  generally  possess. 

The  Hindostan,  Mediator,  and  Hyaena,  the  ships  to  which 
the  noble  lord  particularly  objected,  are  now  all  upon  distant 
service,  whither  they  have  been  detached  with  valuable  con- 
voys ;  and  such  other  of  the  purchased  vessels  as  are  not  noir 
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actually  employed  in  the  blockading  sqlladronsoffBologne^or 
off  the  Flemish  and  Dutch  ports,  arc  also  appropriated  to  the 
convdy  of  our  foreign  or  coasting  trade,  whereby  wc  have  be^ 
enabled sto  allot,  for  other  services^  ships  of  superior  qualities, 
wkkh  must  necessarily  have  been  appropriated  for  convoy,  if 
we  had  not  had  recourse  to  this  measure,  which  circumstances 
>  at  the  moment  so  imperiously  called  for. 

Upon  this  part  o£  the  subject  now  under  your  lordships* 
consideration,  I  trust  that  this  elucidation  will  be  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Having  stated  what  I  think  will  be  sufficient  to  explain  to 
your  lordships  the  grounds  on  which  I  was  induced  to  re* 
commend  the  increase  of  vessels  of  the  smaller  classes,  and  the 

•  measures  taken  for  that  purpose,  I  will  freely  confess  tkat,  al- 
though the  chief  dissatisfaction  prevalent  in  the  public  mind 
was  on  .account  of  the  deficiency  of  small  vessels,  my  own  ap- 

•  prehensions  were  infinitely  stronger  when  I  contemplated  the 
state  of  the  superior  classes  of  ships,  but  more  especiall]f 
those  of  the  line:  and  the  more  Hooked  into  this  subject,  the 
more  serious  those  apprehensions  bqcame. 

I  shall  now  state  to  your  Itordships  bow  far  measures  have 
been  taken  to  rpstore  the  British  navy  to  that  strength  and 
vigour  of  which  I  do  affirm  it  stood  in  need,  and  which  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  at  the  ti^e  I  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  my  office  at  the  admiralty. 

For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  accurate  hiformation  upon 
the  subject,  I  desired  that  a  return  might  be  made  out  of  th^ 
number  of  ships  of  the  line  then,  in  commission,  together  with 
their  state  and  condition.^  This  return  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared, by  which  it  appeared  that  the  state  of  the  ships  of  the 
line  in  employ  was  as  follows:  viz.  thirty-seven,  which 
might  probably  last  five  years  5  twenty-seven,  three  years  ;^and 
seventeen  were  considered  as  fit  only  for  home  or  limited  ser- 
vice, making  all  f  ogether  a  total  of  eighty-one  ships  of  the  line. 

Considering  the  situation  in  which  the  country  then  stood, 
I  do  explicitly  declare,  that  this  was  not  such  a  state  of  the 
fleet  as  circumstances  appeared  to  .me  to  require.  Eighty-one 
*hips  of  the  line  were  certainly  more  than  adequate  m  point 
of  number  to  the  ships  of  the  enemy>  including  those  both  of 
France  and  Holland ;  which,  according  to  our  intelligence, 
amounted  to  about  sixty-five  sail;  but  the  enemies'  ships 
might  probably,  in  one  respect,  be  considered  as  superior  to 
those  of  this  country,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  having 
been  kept  almost  constantly  in  their-  own  ports  during  the 
Ha  greater 
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greater  part  q£  t^e  Idtc  war,  apd  being  consQ^uWiy  ia  abeb» 
ter  conditipn  thau  ,ours>  whicH  had  befp  perpetually  «iiipIo}Kd. 
on  the  moft  active  a^di  arduous  sdrvices*  SSmjik  our  ships 
had  been  employed  ip.  the  blqckadiqg service;  theteDdeacy 
of  whicl^  at  all  times»  but  p^ticularly  in  the  wii^Cer  seasofti  ftbd 
iirhen  the  ships  have  been  long  in  service,  is  to  icause  -a 
rapid  and  destructive  wear  of,  those  so  employed^  Besides,  it 
js  necessary  to  observe^  that  the  report  of  the  state  aitd  condi- 
tion of  our  ships  was  drawn  up  in  nether  too  .  favourable  a. 
manner,  as  many  of  them  had  been  already  a  considerable  time 
in  service  i  and  though  in  the  ten  months  subsequent  to  mj 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office,  ten  or  cloven  additional 
ships  of  the  line  wete  put  into  commission,  thej  only  sufficed 
%o  replace  those  which  had  been  put  out  of  commission  in  couf* 
sequence  of  being  unfit  for  further  service. 

Thus,  at  the  end  of  ten  months^  notwithstanding  this  ac- 
cession of  fresh  ships,  the  number  of  those  of  the  line  re- 
mained  much  the  same  as  they  were  wh^n  I  emered  upon  the 
duties  of  my  office.  .  w 

But  when  I  found,  froQ[i  the  report  to  which  I  have  alluded> 
what,  the  situation  of  the  navy  really  was,  it  naturaUy  led  me 
to  inquire  y^bat  were  the  resources  to  which.we  couM  look 
for  the  purpose  of  inf  reasiiig  it,  or  for  c^placipg  such  ships  as 
musty  ere  long,  become  unfit  for  service* : 

This  naturally  led  me  t^  inqyire  what  shipA  of  the  line 
were  buildilig,  and  whei\  they  were  lively  to  be  completed  ; 
and  I  found^  from  the  answers  io  my  inquiries  on  this  sub* 
ject,  that  on  t^e  15th  of  May,  18045  the^e  were  six  ships  of 
tlie  line  building,  one  of  which  was  laid  down  in  1802,  ano- 
ther in  January  1803^  and  a  third  in  NoyejOEiber. 1803,  a  fourth 
in  1^62,  .apd  t^q  which  had  been  l^d  down  so  hx  back  9s 
the  year  1 7p^  Of  these  six  ships  three  were  expected  to  be 
jSnished  in  180^,  one  in  1806,  and  another  in  1807/  Upon 
this  part  of  the  subject  I  shalF  trouble  your  lordships  with  but 
few  observations.  My  object  is  to  s^te  &cts,  slnd  let  those  ^ 
i^c^s  speak  for  themselves. 

Whcn^  i  looked  for  the  supply  which  I  was  to  expect  for 
keeping  up  the  British  navy,  I  found  the  number  of  ships 
which  \  l^ye  just  stated  building  in  the  king's  yards.  Let  us, 
tlierefore^  my  lords,  see  what  was  done  by  the  late  board  of 
admiralty  with  respect  to  the  building  ships  of  the  line  from 
February  J  80 1  to  May  1804. 

There  were  of  ships  of  the  line  twelve  that  were  either  lost, 
cipt^ed  by  the  enemyi  taken  to  piecesji  or  sold  out  of  the 
*    '  -      .  :        .  *  service  i 
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eetrice  5'  and  in  ifhe  smaller  classes  of  shi^  arid*r&^3fifific  &^^ 

miauiton  vn&  iti  a  greater*  pfoportibh^  ^'4n '  litJ^^B'kfl'df'c^^^^ 

tnrts  there  wtwforty  sail,  to  which  *etti  b^'axjaeySifielitliff^ 

dred  and  twenty-six'  frigates,  sloops;  '^iSh-ferigsiltuit^t^,';^ 

firewvc9sds,  that  were  either  taken  *6' pieces  or  siolii  Huir  of&ie"^ 

service  since  the  ^gning  of  the  prdrifiinary  treaty,  'j'So  that ' 

during  the  three  years  which   icrd;  St.  Vincent  ^'Ss  kt  the 

head  of  the  admiralty,  tlie  reduction  in  ships  ^nd>bssel$  of ^ 

war  appears  to  be  no  less  than  one;  hundred  and  scveitty^ght' 

sail,  and  of  these  one  hundred  arid  fourteen  sail  Vyre  iAially . 

sold  for  the  trifling  sum  of  75,544!.  and  sfucti^wi^  fhe  r<!cliiccd ' 

state  of  our  marine  in  the  year  1 805 ,  particularly  in  thfc  sfifialle]?  * 

classes  of  vessels,  that   his  lordship  foimdj  ht^sdf  o\^li^bd  '\ 

to  have  recourse  to  the  expedient  of  purchasW  t^  shi^  for ' 

sloops  of  war  and  seven  ships  for  bombs,  nnd  for  ^h^fi  se^icti- 

teen  vessels  1(^5,4911.  were  paid  :  so  that  the  pdrchtise  inoncy 

of  the  seventeen  sloops  and  bombs  exceeded  the  prbirefcds  of' 

one  Kundced  and  fourteen.ships  and  vessels  tHat  were'scld  by' 

28,9471.     These  are  facts  which  speak  for  themaelvc^ ;  yet  it 

may  not  be:  aitiiss*  to^'lremark,  tliat  of  forty-Sve  gun-brigs  h^ 

eluded  in  thot^tal  of  vessels  sold,  twenty-two"  brodiiced  botCL 

450L  to-95ol.attd  three  were  taken  to  pieces '5  consc^iJcnkljC 

these  twenty-five  ^gUn-brigs  mightliave  bceti  pf  ^feat  utility^ 

at  the  commencement  of  the  pire^ent  cohlestJ'Sviien  wVstqOd* 

so  much  in  need^of  fiartc  rf  this  descrlplidriJ   '"       ".^    "*' 

In  that  period  it  'ife'^ars  tMt'five  sHps'we?e  ^tit^derillt  tti  b? 
buih  in  the  king's. ^yards  art dttmift  irhfe  Tha^phSntfefy'Jirdsi; 
But  when  I  inquired  Ititd  the  state'<)f -thfese  'fi^e  ship/of"  thc[ 
line,  so  ordered  to  be  built  in  the  king's  yarcls^^'!fbtiiJd.'that" 
not  even  the  keel  of  any  one  bf  them^ad  be2ii|^feV2f  dpi^']L| 
and  the  reason  gWen  for  this  delay  aHs,  fhit  the  ^ip^jcould] 
not  be  proceeded  ion  without  more  materials  and.  fttoWJSui3sJ 
All  the  hands  iri'the  king's  yards  weretccrtainlyf^lyiwPoycdf 
in  repairing  and^^tefltring  ships ;  and  this  they  iritrst  ilcles^niy 
be  during  a  period  of  war.  To  whom  the  wtmt  0f^?rffl"t&alx 
may  be  imputable  I  do  not 'pretend  to  say  ^'oWyj^itate'^c 
fact.  •  In  orderj  however,  to  obviate  ^his  drfflcutfy,  lyxertoi^ 
every  means  intAy  power  to  replenish  our  naVal  ariexril^i  ^9 
will'be  seeri'upon  a'compai*ative  view  of  the  accoiSnir  lioW  feo-' 
fore  your  lordships,  '  The  rejjort  made  respectinglh^yktc  of 
the  t^o  ships  in  the  inerchants'  yards  wa?  merely  that  thcj 
were  building,  without  stating  wliat  progi'css  had- Ddeh  made 
upontheni. 
"  .  Surely* 
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Sturlj,  my  lords,  after  I  became  informed  of  all  the  circittn- 
stances  ivhich  I  have  here  stated,  it  would  have  been  a  derc- 
IrctioA  of  my  pabiic  duty,  not  to  have  loQked  to  some  other 
source  of  supply  from  whence  the  navy  might  be  kept  up; 
I  therefore  advised  that  recourse  should  be  had  to  the  mer- 
ithants'  yards;  but  when  the  orders  were  given  to  carry  thia 
advi<;e  into  effect,  I  found  that  a  peremptory  negative  had 
been  pert  by  the  preceding  board  of  admiralty,  upon  building 
in-  th6  merchants'  yards.  The  negative  put  upon  this  mode 
of  building  by  so  high  an  authority,  induced  me  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject  minutely.  However,  when  I  found  that 
there  existed  no  other  source  from  whence  the  navy  could  be 
kept  up,  my  public  duty  demanded  that  I  should  advise  that 
recourse  should  again  be  had  to  the  merchants*  yards. 

1  found  also  that  it  was  not  only  necessary  for  us  to  have 
recourse  to  the  merchant  builders  for  new  ships,  but  that  it 
was  absolutely  exjSedient  for  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  benefit 
of  their  yarcb,  for  the  purpose  ofjrepairing  such  ships  of  the 
line  as  their  docks  might  be  capable  of  receiving.  With  this 
impression  upon  my  mind,  I  did  not  hesitate  in  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  measure,  which  was  in  consequence 
carried  almost  immediately  into  effect ;  and  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  stiy,  that  we  are  at  this  moment  deriving  very  mate- 
rial benefit  from  it.  Upon  looking  over  the  ordinary  of  the 
navy,  I  observed  that  there  were  a  considerable  number  of 
sixty-four  gun  ships ;  I  therefore  determined  to  see  what 
could  be  done  in  regard  to  the  repairing  of  such  of  them  as 
could  be  readily  taken  in  hand.  Eight  sixty-fours,  one  of  the 
small  seycnty.fours,  and  fourteen  frigates  from  forty-four  to 
twenty-eight  gims,  were  agreed  for,  and  of  these  there  arc 
already  several  actually  at  sea,  so  expeditious  have  the  mer- 
chant builders  been  in  frilfilling  their  agreement.  The  sixty- 
fours  are,  I  am  aware,  a  class  of  ships  which  is  getting  much 
out  of  fashion,  but  I  am  nevertheless  of  opinion,  that  it  will 
be  always  necessary  for  this  country  to  have  a  certain  number 
of  them,  as  they  are  the  description  of  ships  which  is  pro- 
bably, under  all  circumstances,  the  best  calculated  for  the  service 
of  the  North  and  the  East  seas,  and  are,  in  respect  of  force, 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  major  part  of  the  Dutch  marine. 

Since  the  measure  of  repairing  in  the  merchants'  yards  was 
carried  into  effect,  I  further  advised  that  ten  seventy-four 
gun-ships  should  be  built  there  without  delay,  for  the  purpose 
pf  keeping  up  our  fleet  j  and,  in  giving  this  advice,  I  certainly 

expatiated 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Mat  aq  NAVAL  INQUIRY*  SS 

expatiated  most  fully  on  the  policji  as  well  as  tlie  cxpediencr^ 
of  the  measure.  .  . 

It  appears  that  the  practice  of  repairing  ships  in  the 
merchant  builders'  vards  was,  in  a  certain  degree,  pujiisued 
during  the  whole  or  the  peace  that  intervened  betvyeen  the 
close  of  the  American,  and  the  commencement  of  the  ifrench 
revolutionary  wars. 

In  the  course  of  that  time  eighteen  frigates  of  from  thirty- 
six  to  twenty-eight  guns  were  thus  repaired ;  consequently,  it 
may  be  presumed  that,  had  circumstances  required  it,  ships  of 
a  larger  class  would  also  have  been  repaired  in  like  manner. 

Of  the  frigates  abovementioned,  there  is  one  (the  Boston^ 
that  received  two  complete  repairs  within  the  ten  years  all^idcrf 
to.  Upon  the  first  of  these  she  run  eight  years,  and  upon  the 
last  she  has  xxm  fourteen  years ^  without  incurring  any  .matqrial 
expence  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  notwithstanding 
she  has  been  constantly  and  actively  employed,  ai)d  actually 
maintained,  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  one  of  thp  best 
and  most  severe  actions  that  was  fought  during  the  whole. of 
that  contest,  against  a  superior  ship  of  the  enemy.  Pn  this 
occasion,  however,  the  nation  had  to  lament  the  loss  of  one  of 
her  best  officers  (Captain  Courtenay),  who,  with  several  of 
his  gallant  crew,  fell  in  maintaining  the  honour  of  the  British 
flag.  The  Boston  has  been  paid  off  but  a  few  months,  and  it 
is  .more  thTinJorty-four  years  since  she  was  launched.  J  his  is  • 
a  tofctable  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  having  recourse  to  the 
/nerchant  builders  for-  irepairing,  as  well  as  building,  ships  for 
the  crown,  whenever  the  measure  may  be  found  to  be  expe- 
dient I  and,  under  the  relative  circumstances  of  this  country, 
and  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  it.  may  be  presumed  that 
every  impartial  man  must  fully  and  entirely  approve  of  the 
measure  pursued  last  year,  in  sending  so  considerable  a  force 
to  the  merchant  builders  for  repaur,  and  which  will  be  of  itself, 
when  complete,  fully  adequate  to  counteract  or  defeat  the 
whole  of  the  Dutch  marine  now  in  Europe. 

*  Yoiu:  lordships  may  probably  expect  that  I  should  explain 
the  grounds  on  which  I  formed  my  opinion  in  favour  of  build- 
ing and  repairing  in  the  merchants*  yards. — When  I  looked 
to  the  number  of  slips  for  building  in  the  dock  yards,  I  found 
there  were  only  twenty-five  in  all.  It  may  be  said  that  these 
slips  <}pght  to  have  been  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  intended ;  but  I  found  that  only  five  ships, 
as  I  stated  beforcj  had  been  ordered  to  be  built  by  the  late 

board 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTEfe,  [Loii*4, 

boazd  of  Admiralty:  I  found  also  that,  day  after  day,  dhips 
came  in  requiring  to  be  docked,  repairedj  and  refitted. 
.  In  the  course  of  ten  months^  that  is,  from  the  15th  of  May^, 
1804,  to  the  date  of  the  returns  now  on  your  lordships' 
table^  six  hundred  and  one  vessels  have  been  docked/ repaired  ^ 
and  refitted,  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  of  which  were 
docked  in  the  king's  yards,  and  forty-seven  in  merchants' 
yards.  May  I  not  ask,  then,  whether  it  could  have  been 
possible  to  have  brought  forward  new  ships,  by  building  ia 
the  king's  yards  during  that  period  5  or  whether  it  is  possible  to 
keep  up  our  navv  by  building  in  the  king's  yards  during  the 
piessQro  of  war  r 

If^  my  lords,  in  advbing  that  recourse  should  be  had  to 
die  merchants'  yards,  I  had  been  pursuing  a  hew  project  of 
my  own,  I  might  have  been  more  diffident  of  the  measure  v 
bat  if  I  am  blamable  for  recurring  to  the  merchants'  yards 
for  keeping  up  the  British  navy,  I  am  so,  with  the  example 
before  me  of  Lord  Sandwich,  Lord  Keppel,  Lord  Howe,  Lord 
Chatham,  and  Lord  Spencer.  During  the  whole  period, 
comprising  the  naval  administrations  of  those  noble  lords,  com- 
mencing with  the  year  1 771,  it  was  uniformly  not  only  their 
respective  opinions,  that,  during  the  pressure  of  war,  recourse 
most  be  had  to  the  merchants'  yards  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing np  our  navy,  but  it  was  invariably  their  practice  when- 
ever great  exertions  were  required.  Some  of  the  best  ships 
in  the  service  were  built  in  the  merchants'  yards,  and  of  the 
ships  of  the  line  in  commission  when  the  late  board  of  admi- 
ralty retired,  thirty-five  were  built  in  those  yards,  and  the 
nuquber  of  frigates,  &c.  so  built  are  in  a  greater  proportion ;  a 
stronger  evidence  of  the  wisdom  as  well  as  of  the  necessity 
of  the  measure,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  cannot,  I  conceive, 
be  adduced.  I  think  I  need  not  ask  your  lordships  what 
would  be  the  situation  of  this  country  if  we  did  not  now  possess 
those  ships. 

From  the  year  1771  to  1782,  during  the  administration  of 
Lord  Sandwich,  greater  exertions  were  made  to  increase  the 
navy  than  at  any  former  period;  for  in  the  course  of  that 
time  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  ships  were  built  in  the  mer- 
chants' yards,  of  which  thirty-five  were  of  the  line.  During 
the  adaiinistration  of  Lord  Keppel,  in  1782  and  1783,  thirty- 
four  ships  were  built  in  the  merchants'  yards,  of  whidi  nine 
were  of  the  line.  From  November  to  the  end  of  PeronbEr 
X783,  no  ship  of  the  line  was  ordered  to  be  built  either  in  the 
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king'^  or  tncrd^a^tsV yards.  From  17&3  to  ifH^  tbefeiiwas 
profound  peace,  dM^^i^  wbicli  time  no  ship^  o£t|ke  •line' were 
built  in  thc^  merchants'  yards^  From  lySS  to  179^2^  riiere 
Was  still  peace*.  After  which,  from  1793  to^iSoi,  vfosa  p%^ 
riod  of  war,  during  which  we  find  that  ttee  proportibneCshipi 
built  in  merchants'  yards  to  thpse  built  \xk  the  king's  yards  '*wm 
seventeen  to  £v^.  .     i. 

Thus  we  see  that  during  peace  the  building  of  sblps  of  wctf 
has  been  confined  to  the  king's  yards  \  but  that  during  war, 
recourse  has  invariably  been  had  to  the  merchants'  ySuds, 
firom  which  three-foiuths  of  our  ships  have  been  obtained.   '*^ 

These  facts  entitle  me  to  concludci  that  there  never  W7S'% 
time  of  pressure  occasioned  by  war,  when  the  meochafats' 
yards  were  not  considered  the  chief  resource  to  which  we  had 
to  look  for  keeping  up  our  fleet, 

Your  lordships  will  thus  perceive  that  I  am  not  singular  ia 
the  opinions  which  I  have  entertained,  neither  do  I  stand 
alone  in  the  practice  of  employing  the  merchants'  yards  for 
the  purpose  of  building  or  even  of  repairing  ships  for  the 
crown.  No,  I  have  done  this  'in  common  with  Ix^Sand^ 
wich,  Lord  .Keppel,  Xord  Howe,  Lord  Cha£ham,^and  Lord 
Spencer;  and*  these  are  names  that  cannot  bet  mentioned 
without  respect,  4ieit}ier  can  such  authorities  £&il  to  add  ti^etght 
to  any  practice  which  they  may  have  uniformly  and  invaris^ly 
pursued     But,  zpy  lord^,  this  is  not  «11 :  I  am  notvonlyl^ome 

rit  by  the  opinions  and  the  practice  of  the  noble  krrds  whom 
have  mentioned}  but  I  ain  even  sup^rted  by  the  authority 
of  the  noble  lord  himse)f  who  preceded. me- in  office.  I  shall 
shortly  state  to  your  lordships  the  grounds  which  authorize 
me  to  say  so.  The  noble  lord  is  now  present,  and  he  can 
contradict  me  if  I  am  wrong.  Wrong,  however,  I  cannot  be 
in  regard  to  the  facts  which  I  shall  here  state.  Your  lordship* 
will  judge  of- the  inference  to  be  drawn  firoo^  them  as  yba 
may  think  proper,  and  the  noble  lord  can  give  such  explana*^ 
tion  of  them  as  he  may  conceive  to  be  requbite.  . .    ' 

,  Some  communications,  it  seems,  had  passed  between  the 
first  lord  of.  the  admiralty  and  the  comptroller  -  of  the 
navy  relating  tp  the  building  of  ships  of  war  in  the  merchani*$' 
yards.  In  one  of  these,  on  the  i(5th  Decembei*  i8o2,Sir 
ilndrew  Hamond  thought  it  his  duty  to  suggest  to  Lord 
St-  Vincent  the  propriety  of  condesctniUng  to  keep' the  mer-' 
chant  kuilders  in  good  humour,  in  case  their  services  should 
be  necessary.  He  afterwards  wrote. a  letter  to  his  lordship  to- 
the  following  effect : 
Vol.  III.  1805.  I  "Not 
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'^  Not  haviiig  heard  from  yonr  lordship  on  the  subject  of 
**  our  conversation  on  Thursday  the  i6th  instant  respecting 
•*  the  merchant  builders,  I  cannot  help  feeling  anxious  thero- 
•*  upon,  and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  your 
**  lordship  this  letter,  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delay,  not 
**  having  had  any  communication  with  them  on  the  subject.**    - 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  28th  December  i8c2,  and 
the  day  after  the  noble  lord  returned  this  answer : 

"  Sir,  Rockets^  29th  December^  i8o2, 

*•  It  mudt  be  fresh  in  your  recollection  that  I  have  seldom 
**  conversed  with  you  on  any  subject,  without  introducing  the 
**  urgent  necessity  of  entering  into  contracts  for  building  as 
^  many  seventy-four  gun  ships  as  you  could  find  fit  persons  to 
**  undertake,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom;  I  cannot  therc- 
*'  fore  refrain  from  expressing  considerable  surprise  at  the 
•*  favour  of  your  letter  to  me  of  yesterday,  which  requires  that 
•*  I  should  repeat  in  the  strongest  terms  the  opinion  I  have  so 
*•  frequently  given.  I  am,  &c.. 

(Signed)  "ST.  VINCENT.'* 

Sir  A.  Hamond. 

This  letter,  my  lords,  evidently  can  bear  but  one  inter- 
.  pretation.    The  noble  earl's  sentiments  are  most  strongly 
expressed,  and  his  opinion  is  given  in  the  most  unequivocal 
manner. 

Is  it  then  possible,  my  lords,  after  this,  that  any  man  can 
say>  that  to  the  other  eminent  names  which  I  have  alreactjr 
mentioned,  Tam  not  to  add  that  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  who^ 
by  his  own  letter,  so  strongly  recommends  the  very  practice 
which'  the  noble  lord  who  brought  forward  the  motion  has 
condemned  in  me?  For  here  is  evidence  that  Lord  St- 
Vlncent  ordered  (and  with  a  pretty  sharp  rebuke  to  Sir  An- 
drew Hamond)  that  contracts  should  be  made' for  building 
as  many  seventy-four  gun  ships  as  could  be  undertaken  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Is  it  then  reasonable  that  I  should  be  condemned  for  what 
has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  my  predecessors  for  these 
thirty  years  past,  not  even  excepting  the  noble  earl  himself, 
in  so  far  at  least  as  his  practice  can  be  collected  from  his 
opinion  and  orders  here  expressly  given  ? 

But  immediately  after  these  orders  had  been  given,  it  hap- 
pened that  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  absented  himself 
on  account  of  indisposition ;  and  those  to  whom  he  left  the 
conduct  of  the  business,  during  his  absence,  do  not  appear  to 
have  entertained  exactly  the  «ame  opinion  on  the  subject  as . 
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that  which  the  noble  lord  conveyed  in  hb  letter  to  Sir  Aii-« 
drew  Hamond. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  this  sharp  rebuke,  Sir  Andrew 
lost  no  time  in  advertising  for  contractors  to  build  some  se* 
venty-four  gun  ships.  A  fortnight  only  had  however  elapsed, 
after  he  had  received  the  letter  from  Lord  St.  Vincent  di- 
recting him  to  proceed,  when,  to  his  great  astonishment,  the 
board  of  admiralty  informed  the  navy  board,  that  the  mea- 
sure could  not  be  allowed ;  that  contracts  were  not  to  be  made  v 
that  no  ships  of  the  line  were  to  be  built  a^y  where  except  in 
the  king's  yards,  and  that  the  use  of  the  merchants*  yards 
should  be  entirely  discontinued. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed,  my  lords,  that  the  board  of  admiralty 
would  have  ventured  to  give  an  opinion,  and  issue  orders  so 
diametrically  contrary  to  those  which  had  been  issued  by  Lord 
St.  Vincent,  without  his  concurrence  and  authority?  No, 
certainly  not.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  board  acted 
under  his  sanction.  Admitting  this  to  be  the  fact,  I  cannot^ 
my  lords,  refrain  from  confessing  that  the  inconsistency  and 
contradiction  are  beyond  my  comprehension.  They  are  such 
as  I  cannot  even  attempt  to  explain ;  for  I  am  sure  that  ,the 
attempt  would  be  vain.  To  what  is  it  possible  to  ascribe  this 
total  and  complete  alteration  of  opinion  which  took  plape  in 
one  fortnight  ?  The  noble  earl  may  possibly  be  able  to  assign  ^ 
some  reasons  for  all  this,  but  I  am  at  present  entirely  unable  to 
conceive  what  they  can  be.  The  cause  could  not  proceed  from 
any  change  in  the  urgency  of  the  case.  The  state  of  the  coijntqr 
and  ofvthe  navy  was  the  same  at  the  one  period  as  at  the  other. 
The  king's  yards  were  no  more  able  to  supply  the  demand  at 
one  time  than  at  the  other  ^  and  the  urgency  could  not  have 
ceased  on  account  of  the  five  ships  that  had  been  ordered,  for 
not  even  the  keel  of  an^  one  of  them  was  then  laid  down. 
Jt  could  not  have  ceased  on  account  of  the  six  which  were 
"coming  forward,  as  there  was  one  even  of  those  whose  keel 
was  not  laid  down  till  after  the  period  alluded  to,  and  as  the 
others  had  been  on  the  stocks  two  or  three  years  before  the 
time  'at  which  the  noble  lord  stated  the  necessity  to  be  so  ex« 
tremely  urgent. 

If  then  there  was  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  fleet  that  could 
in  the  least  degree  supersede  the  necessity  which  the  noble 
lord  had  mentioned  in  his  letter,  where  ar^  we  to  look  for  the 
cause  of  this  strange  alteration  ?  To  what  possible  circum- 
stance can  we  attribute  the  propriety  of  this  change  of  sent!- 
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ment  so  complete,  and  at  the  same  time  so  sudden  ?    My 
lords,  I  confess  I  never  was  more  at  a  loss.     It  is  totally  ifn-* 
possible  for  me  to  account  for  it.    If  I  look  to  the  state  of  the 
country,  I  shall  look  in  vain.     Was  there  any  thing  so  very 
different  in  our  situation  in  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight,  after  his 
lordship  wrote  the  letter  to  Sir  Andrew  Hamond,  that  could 
justify  such  a  total  change  ?     Surely,  my  lords,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  me  to  contend  that  there  was  not.     For  its  is 
certain  that  there  was  no  alteration  in  our  condition,  either  as 
to  security  or  to  power,  though,  on  the  other  hand,  our  enc- 
zmes  were  equally  powerful  and  equally  disposed  to  convince 
us  of  it.     But,  my  lords,  this  is  not  all ;  there  is  somethings 
further  to  be  considered.     Was  the  country  so  very  secure  of 
the  continuance  of  the  late  peace,  that  all  exertions  to  augment 
our  navy  were  rendered  unnecessary  ?     It  is  well  known  that 
it  was  stated  from  very  high  authority,  that  die  late  admi- 
nistration never  considered  the  peace  as  likely  to  continue  long, 
after  having  had  but  a  very  short  experience  of  the  hiannct* 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  our  enemy.     It  was  only  a  hollow 
truce,  and  understood  to  be  so ;  a  sort  of  calm  that  often  |Hre- 
cedes  a  storm.     Almost  from  the  day  that  the  definitive  treaty 
was  signed,  the  conduct  of  our  adversary  shewed  that  peace 
could  not  continue  with  safety,  for  we  could  not  look  supinely 
on,  and  see  him  every  ds^  making  new  accessions  to  his 
already  too  extended  dommions,  increasing  his  power, ,  hi$ 
resources,  and  performing  every  act  of  aggression  and  tyranny; 
though  none  of  the  nations  on  the  continent' thought  of  op- 
p6sing  him,  either  because  they  were  unable  to  do  so,  or 
because  they  were  blind  to  their  own  interests. 

With  the  evidence  of  these  facts,  may  we  not  inquircy 
.whether  such  exertions  were  made  during  the  peace,  (such  as 
it  w:i$,)  as  rendered  every  application  to  the  metchants'  yards 
unnecessary,  or  diminished  the  urgency  of  the  case  ?  There 
certainly  were  not,  as  the  papers  now  before  your  lordships 
evidently  shew.  I  shall  therefore  leave  it  to  tiK  house  to  de- 
cide, whether  or  not  I  am  warranted  in  what  I  say.  Surely^ 
then,  from  all  these  circumstances,  and  from  the  state  of  the 
fleet,  the  preparations  in  the  dock-yards,  the  few  ships  that 
had  been  ordered  to  be  built,  the  condition  of  those  that  were  ^ 
expected  to  be  brought  forward,  and  the  state  of  the  country 
etcn  firom  the  day  when  the  definitive  treaty  was  concluded, 
I  can  draw  no  conclusion  whatever  that  can  justify  the  altera- 
tion of  opinion  which  took  j^ce  in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
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lord,  or  that  could  in  any.  degree  supersede  the  necsssky  of 
resorting  to  the  merchants'  yards. 

It  is  clear  that  there  was  nothing,  so  far  as  we  can  see  or 
conceive,  that  rendered  the  necessity  of  ships  of  the  line  less 
ui^eot  at  the  time  when  the  orders  for  resorting  to  the  mer- 
chant builders  were  recalled,  than  there  was  but  a  fortnight  > 
before.  I  must  therefore  declare,  that,  in  my  own  opinion, 
from  the  system  which  has  been  adopted  of  not  having  re^ 
course  to  the  merchants'  yards,  the  greatest  injury  has  been 
sustained  by  the  navy  of  this  country.  There  is  besides  ano- 
ther circumstance  that  certainly  could  be  of  nb  benefit  to  it; 
for  though  it  is  of  a  very  different  nature,  it  is  nevertheless 
of  so  material  importance,  that  I  feel  myadf  called  upon  to 
mention  it.  Soon  after  the  correspondence  to  which  1  have 
adverted,  the  comptroller  of  the  navy  was  ordered  to  drop 
all  communication  whatever  with  the'  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
xniralty.  At  this  circumstance  I  vras,  as  your  lordships  may 
probably  be,  truly  astonished ;  for  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
thait  the  business  relating  to  the  afiairs  of  the  navy  cannot  be 
expeditiously  and  properly  conducted  without  very  frequent 
communications  between  the  comptroller  and  the  first  lord 
of  the  admiralty;  but  it  must  be  even  more  protracted  if  they 
be  at  all  at  variance.  (L^d  St.  Vincent  nodded.)  Does  the 
noble  lord  assent  to  thiis  ?  If  he  does,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
ask  him  this  question : 

If  he  could  not  have  any  communication  with  tbe  comp^ 
troller  of  the  navy,  in  contequence  of  any  differences  which 
might  fubfift  between  tbero,  .why  was  the  comptroller  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  his  fituation  ?  why  was  he  not  removed 
from  his  office  ?  This  is  the  courfe  which,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  moft  unqueftionably  to  have  been  purfued ;  for  I  ^m 
convinced  that  it  is  not  poifible  for  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty  and  the  comptroller  of  the  navy  to  condud  the 
btifinefs  properly  without  frequently,  fully,  and  intimately 
communicatmg  together.  It  really  is  not  within  the  com* 
pafs  of  natural  poffibility.  A  man  might  as  well  attempt  to 
walk  without  legs,  to  fpeak  without  a  tongue,  or  to  write 
vfithout  hands.  So  utterly  iropofiible  is  it,  that  I  am 
aftonifhed  how  the  noble  lord  could  think  of  dropping  all 
communications  with  Sir  Andrew  Hamond,  and  yet  retain 
him  as  comptroller  of  the  navy.  The  opinion  which  I 
have  formed  of  tbe  neceffity  of  a  free  and  intimate  commu- 
nication betweea.  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  and  the 

comptroller 


'  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


is  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  TOGISTER.  [Los2>«» 

comptroller  of  the  navy,    is  founded  on    the   cxperieficc 
m^hich  I  derived  whJIft  I  prefided  at  the  admiralty  board, 

£It  Ihould  be  recollected  (in  refening  to  the  ccnfuie  pro- 
nounced by  Lord  St.  Vincent  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  tiiis 
day's  debate,  on  the  prefent  comptroller  of  the  navy,  Sir 
Andrew  Hamond,  and  the  other  members  of  the  navy 
board)  that  Sir  Andrew  and  the  greater  part  of  thofe  gentle- 
men held  their  (ituations  nearly  the  whole  of  the  late  war, 
when  the  boards  of  admiralty,  which  then  conducted  the 
oava!  affairs  of  the  country,  found  no  difficulty  in  bringing  ^ 
our  fleets,  with  their  aid,  to  that  degree  of  power  by  which 
they  achieved  fo  many  glorious  and  decifive  viftories.3 

Having  thus  trefpafled  on  your  lordfliips'  patience,  I 
fliouid  be  forry  to  add  any  thing  more  than  what  may  be 
abfolutely  requifite.  Indeed. I  cannot  but  rejzrct  that  I  have 
found  it  neceffary  to  be  thus  long  (heari  hear!)  \  though 
circumftances  have  compelled -me  to  ftate  thcfe  fafts  for 
your  lordlliips'  ferious  confideration,  as  in  the  fituaiion  in 
which  I  (land  it  was  impoffible  for  me  altogether  to  refrain 
from  faying  fomething  in  anfwer  to  the  accufations  that  have 
been  thrown  out  by  the  noble  lord  who  brought  forward 
this  motion.  1  have,  however,  endeavoured  to  comprefs 
my  obfei*vations  as  much  as  poffible;  and  I  hope  your 
lordfhips  will  afcribe  the  prefent  trefpafs  on  your  patience 
rather  to  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  cafe  than  to . 
any  unneceffary,  prolixity  on  my  part. 

Before  I  fit  down  it  will  be  ncceflary  for  me  to  fay  fome- 
thing mor^  upon  the  fubjeft  of  building  fhips  of  the  line  in 
the  merchants*  yards ;  but  after  the  flatement  I  have  now 
given  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  appear  evident  that  no  choice 
whatever  was  left  us.  Ships  are  abfolutely  wanted,  confe- 
quently  the  expence  of  bu»lding  them  there  muft  be  incur- 
red, i  allow  that  the  price  to  be  given  is  very  high,  though 
I  am  convinced  that  the  fhips  might  have  been  built  for 
much  lefs  money  had  they  been. undertaken  fpme  time 
before.  As  things  were,  we  had  no  alternative.  This  is 
the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe ;  and  although  I  do  not  wi(h  to 
dwell  upon  this  point  longer  than  may  be  ncceflary,  I  muft 
nevcrthelefs  obferve,  that  if  the  noble  lord  had  adhered  to 
the  fentiments  which  he  conveyed  in  his-  letter  to  the 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  and  had  not  yielded  to  the  opinions 
of  perfons  who  probably  were  not  fo  well  qualified  to  form 
a  judgment,  the  Ihips  inquefUon  would  not  only  have  been 
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nearly  ready  for  fcrvice,  but 'a  great  deal  of  cxpence  would 
liare  been  faved  to  the  nation,  as  the  builders  have  railed 
their  tenders,  fince  the  aboveroentioned  period,  no  lefs  than 
ten  poundsper  ton,  their  demand  being  now  thirty-fix  pounds 
per  ton  for  a  feventy-four  gun-iliip,  infbead  of  twenty-fix 
pounds,  which  was  the  price  required  in  their  former  tender;  . 
ib  that  the  expence  on  each  ihip  will  be  increafed  nearly 
one-third. 

If  then,  my  lords,  the  cxpence  be  greater  than  might 
reafonably  be  expelled,  I  hope  your  lordlhips  will  not  Jay 
the  blame,  to  me  and  my  colleagues,  as  we  have  only  aftcd 
as  the  neceflity  of  tlie  cafe  and  circumftances  required.  If 
there  be  blame  any  where,  it  muft  furely  attach  to  tbofc 
who  neglefled  the  opportunity  of  executing  a  fervice,  fo  ab- 
folutely  neceflkry,  when  it  might  have  been  performed  at 
fo  much  less  cxpence.  In  any  event,  it  is  furely  unfair  to 
condemn  us  on  this  occafion.  I  truft  therefore  that  your 
lord  (hips  will  view  the  matter  with  your  ufual  candour^ 
difcernment,  and  moderation ;  and  when  you  ihall  have 
made  up  your  minds  upon  the  fubje£l,  I  have  no  hcfitatioit 
in  faying,  that  I  feel  confident  you  will  be  of  opinion  that 
infiead  of  cenfure  we  have  rather  deferved  commendation. 

To  your  iordfhips  then  I  fhall  leave  the  matter,  with  a 
full  conviflion  that  you  will  do  what  isjuft  and  proper.  The 
difficulties  which  we  had  to  encounter,  were  gi^at,  and  we 
have  taken,  what  we  conceived  to  be,  the  beft  means  of 
overcoming  them  ;  but,  how  far  we  have  fucceeded,  it  refts 
with  your  lordlhips  to  determine. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  refer  to  the  extraordinary  afl!er-. 
tion  made  by  the  noble  lord  who  opened  the  debate.  He 
•ftatcd,  that  the  navy  is  now  in  a  worfe  condition  than  it  was 
when  Lord  St.  Vincent  retired  ;  and  to  prove  this,  he  faid 
that  the  enemy's  fquadrons  had  been  of  late  traverfing  the 
feas  without  interruption. 

The  noble  lord  does  not,  furely,  mean  to  maintain  that 
the  naval  ftiength  of  the  country  was  in  a  better  ftate  and 
condition  when  I  fucceeded  the  noble  earl  than  if  now  is, 
with  the  additions  which  have  been  fince  made  to  it.  In 
the  loofe  fentences  which  his  lordfhip  delivered  on  this 
fubjeft  I  prefume  he  intended  to  fhew  that  it  is  under  worfe 
management  than  it  was  at  the  period  to  which  he  alludes. 
Upon  that  point,  however,  I  dcfire  to  aflure  the  noble  lord, 
that  if  he  fhould  think  proper  to  bring  forward  any  charge 
againil  the  military  condudt  of  the  fervice  during  the  time  [ 
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had  the  honour  to  prefide  at  the  admiralty,  I  Hiall  be  moft 
ready  to  meet  him  ;  but  at  prefent  I  cannot  be  fo  irregolau' 
a§  to  enter  upon  the  fubjeft,  more  efpecially  as  there  are 
110  materials  before  your  lordfhips  from  which  you  might 
be  enabled  tp  form  a  judgment. 

The  noble  lord  has  now,  as  well  as  before,  faid,  that  his 
oh}c6k  is  to  examine  into  the  comparative  (late  of  the  navy 
at  the  time  it  was  under  the  management  and  control  of  the 
board  of  admiralty  at  which  the  noble  earl  prefided,  and  the 
board  of  ^admiralty  at  which  I  had  the  honour  to  prefide. 
Upon  that  fubjeA  the  noble  lord  will  not,  I  truft,  fay,  thai 
I  have  (hewn  any  backwardnels  to  meet  him. 

i  am  perfedtly  ready  to  admit  that  there  is  a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  adivity  in  the  fleets  of  our  enemies  than  there 
was  twelve  months  ago ;  confequently  it  may  be  fuppofed 
that  their  naval  force  is  now  in  a  more  efficient  fiate  than  it 
has  been  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  or 
than  It  was  even  during  fome  years  towards  the  conclufioa 
of  the  lafl  war.  If  this  be  the  fad,  and  of  which  I  have  but 
little  doubt,  it  evidently  fhews  that  no  relaxation  whatever 
ihould  have  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  exertions  neceflarj 
for  preferving  the  naval  fuperiority  ahd  pre- eminence  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  this  can  only  be  maintained  by  having 
at  all  times  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  in  complete  repair  and 
good  condition  as  may  be  capable  of  meeting  the  fleets  of 
our  enemies,  let  their  numbers  be  what  they  may.  It  is 
on  this  ground  my  opinion  has  been  formed,  that  if  this 
objeA  cannot  be  accomplifhed  by  the  exertions  of  the  king's 
yards  folely,  recourfe  muft  necefTarily  6e  bad  to  the  mer- 
ehanu*  yards  for  that  purpofe. 

There  are  various  modes  of  conducing  the  operations  of 
our  fleets,  with  a  view  to  infure.fafety  at  home,  protedioa 
to  our  trade,  and  fecurity  to  our  colonies  and  foreign  pof-« 
feflions.  ^ 

With  refpeA  to  the  fyftem  of  blockade,  experience  has 
ihewn  that  too  much  dependance  ought  liot  to  be  placed  on 
|t,  however  perfevering  and  vigilant  our  officers  may  be ; 
faefides,  the  great  wear  and  tear  which  it  caufes  in  our  fhips 
is  matter  for  ferious  confideration*  Yet  I  am  nevertheiefs 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  at  certain  times  the  blockading  of 
the  ports  of  the  enemy  may  be  not  only  highly  politic  but 
neceflary,  and  may  alfo  eflentially  conduce  to  the  interefl 
jind  the  fecurity  of  the  country.  To  blockade  the  enemy's 
ports  at  the'begiiining  of  a  war,  and  when  our  refources  may 
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require  fome  time  to  be  brought  forward,  is  highly  proper: 
In  every  war,  the  fecurity  of  the.  mother  country  isthe  fii-ft 
confideration.  Every  thing  elfe  mull,  in  the  nature  df  things^ 
be  confidered  as  fccondary  objedte.  At  the  beginning  of  a 
^ar  it  may  frequently  happen  that  this  country  is  not  exadlj 
in  fucb  a  ftate  of  defence  as  might  foe  wifhed,  to  repel  any 
fudden  or  ferious  danger.  In  this  country  too,  however 
great  our  refources  may  be,  it  generally  happens  that  they 
are  not  put  very  rapidly  in  motion ;  confequently  it  is 
neceflary,  until  meafures  are  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
country,  to  blockade  the  enemy's  ports  as  clofely  as  the 
nature  of  the  fervice  and  circumftances  will  admit.  But  when 
the  country  is  placed  in  a  refpe£lable  ftate  of  defence,  and 
when  nothing  ferious  is  to  be  apprehended  for  our  fecurity 
at  home,  then  I  do  contend,  that  it  is  extremely  unwife  to 
confine  ourfclves  to  a  blockade  only,  inftead  of  turning  our 
attention  and  our  efforts  to  other  operations.  I  confidcr  it 
to  be  unwife,  becaufe  we  find  it  to  be  impoflible  to  do  it 
Vfjth  complete  effed,  from  the  changeablenefsof  the  winds, 
and  the  boifterous  gales  with  which  our  fleets  have  conftantly 
to  contend  in  thefe  feas.  Thef^  circumftances  have,  in  fpitc 
of ourbcftefforts, enabled theenemytogetoutatcertain  times,  ^ 
and  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  our  neets.  ppon  this  topic  I 
Ihall  therefore  only  add  that,  when  the  Rochefort  fquadron 
made  its  efcape,  the  Channel  fleet  was  actually  at  fea,  and 
a  detachment  of  it  allotted  to  the  blockade  of  that  port ; 
but,  owing  to  fome  untoward  circumftances,  the  enemy's 
iijuadron  liad  failed  fome*  time  before  intelligence  thereof 
reached  either  Lord  Gardner  or  hismajefly's  government. 
The  nation  will  not,  however,  I  am  convinced,-  notwith- 
fianding  this  or  the  other  circumftances  to  which  I  have 
adverted,^  be  fatisfied  if  the  blockading  fyftem  be  entirely 
abandoned,  and  this  induced  nae  to  continue  it  under  modi- 
fied inftrufdons. 

Permit  me  now,  my  lords,  to  ftate  farther  what  has  been 
done  fince  the  commencement  of  this  year. 

Having  caufed  a  furvey  to  be  taken  of  all  the  fhips  in 
ordinary,  with  the  intention  of  afcertaining  what  number 
could  be  repaired  for^aSive  fervice ;  the  expedition  with 
which  the  repairs  could  be  effeSed  was  not  precluded  from 
my  confideration,  and  the  refult  may  be  found  in  the  papers 
now  before  you. 

My  objeft  'wan  U>  endeavour  to  make  the  fleet  equal  in 
point  of  number  t6  what  it  was  during  the  late  war,  when  it 
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toit  tnuftt^hant  upon  the  ocean,  after  gaining  and  fecoring 
ltsfaperioTityl)y  the  moft  fplendid  vidories  that  now  adora 
the  annals  of  this  country.^ 

;  The  rcfult  of  the  infpedion  is,  as  you  will  perceive,  that 
tneafures  have  been  taken  by  which  no  lefs  than  twenty-fix 
Vhibs  of  the  tine  are  to  be  added  to  the  fti  ength  of  the  fleet 
'before  the  month  of  September  next.  This  addition,  with 
the  feven  (hips  ftill  in  the  merchants^  docks,  and  two  new 
ihips  to  be  launched  at  Deptford  and  Woolwich,  will  make 
fhe  whole  force  amount  then,  in  (hips  of  the  line,  to  near 
one  hundred  and  twenty  fail,  a  force  not  only  adequate  to 
our  wants  at  home,  but  fufficiently  numerous  to  guard  our 
iforeign  poileflibns  alfo. 

Inftead  then  of  depending  only  on  the  uncertainty  of 
following  the  fleets  of  the  enemy,  by  finding  out  their  defii^^ 
nation,  and  by  fending  fquadrons  in  purfuit  of  them,  we  may 
then  have  fleets  ready  to  meet  them  wherever  they  may  go* 
pur  commerce  will,  then  be  purfued  with  a  fpirit  propor* 
tioned  to'^ts  increafed  fecurity.  Without  fuch  a  fecprity 
the  merchant  and  the  planter  will  be  perpetually  in  a  ftate 
of  apprehenfion  and  anxiety^  The  greatnefs  of  the  country 
ilepends  very  materially  upon  its  commercial  and  colonial 
profperity  i  and  to  fe cure  and  prote£t  our  commerce  and 
our  colonies  will  be  the  principal  means  of  fupporting  this 
greatnefs,  and  of  increafing  the  happinefs  and  wealth  of  the 
liation* 

Still,  my  lords,  I  am  aware  that  much  remains  to  be  done : 
for  unless  wc  can  procure  more  men,  these  numerous  ships 
cannot  be  of  mpch  ayaiL  A  method  might,  however,  I  think* 
be  devised,  lyhereby  men  might  be  procured,  and  in  a  manner 
equally  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  mercantile  and  mill* 
jary  marine,  anil  whereby  the  two  services  would  become  more 
united- '  Something  might  also,  I  think,  be  done  to  gain 
more  completely  the  l^earts  of  those  employed  in  our  navy, 
^  as  to  inakc;  the  service  not  only  popular,  but  desirable. 
But  these  are  points  which  I  |eave  to  his  majesty's  ministers* 
Jbeing  sensible  that  any  projects  of  this  sort  can  only  be  effiec* 
tually  brought  forward  under  their  sanaion  and  authority, 
^hey  are  in  possession  of  the  ideas  and  sentiments  I  entertain 
upon  this  subject. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  that  part  of  the  noble  lord's  speech* 

in  which  he  adverts  to  the  shipwrights  of  the  dock-yards  a^ 

Woolwich  and  Deptford,  who  thought  proper  to  dsscha/|re 

tbemsdves;  -  The  noble  lord  says  that  great  mischief  has  arisen 
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£rom  tlus  circumstancei  and  from  these  men  having  gone  tcf 
the  merchants'  yards  for  employment.  But  before  this  point 
be  conceded,  he  must  shew  that  their  services  were  indispenr 
sable  at  thjse  yards;  he  must  also  prove,  that  they  would 
have  been  more  useful  in  the  king's  yards  than  they  have  beet^ 
in  the  merchants*  yards.  The  fact  is,  that  these  people  who 
thus  discharged  themselves,  were,  with  but  few  exceptions,  mea 
on  whom  no  dependence  could  be  placed;  as  it  was  doubtfuI|^ 
iirom  their  unsettled  disposition,  whether  they  would  have 
continued,  even  supposing  there  had  been  no  epployment  in 
the  merchants'  yards. 

However,  notwithstanding  the  secession,  of  these  men»  I 
bave  the  satisfaction  to  observe  that  by  the  abstract  account 
of  the  number  of  shipwrights  borne  in  the  king's  yards  on  the 
1st  of  Marcli  last,  there  appears  to  be  only  sixty^seven  less 
than  there  were  on  the  15  th  of  May  1804,  the  day  on  which 
the  noble  earl  retired  from  the  admiralty ;  and  since  the  ist 
of  March  the  numbers  have  been  increasing :  of  the  other  de-^ 
scriptions  of  artificers,  the  numbers  are  augmented  in  most  of 
the  classes,  and  upon  the  aggregate,  the  increase  (including 
aD  descriptions  of  persons)  is  no  less  than  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  since  the  15th  of  May,  1804.  The  retreat  of  thd 
DcptfcM-d  and  Woolwich  meh  will,  I  apprehend,  now  be  con^ 
sidered  as  a  matter  too  insignificant  to  be  repeated,  even  by 
those  noble  lords  whose  minds  may,  from  partial  or  exaggerate 
cd  reports,  havereMved  a  contrary  impression.  Upon  a  com-^ 
parative  view  of  the  account  will  be  seen  the  strength  of  the 
artificers,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  persons,  employed  in 
the  dock-yards  at  the  several  periods  specified  therein. 

By  that  account  it  appears,  that  on  the  14th  of  Ychruairf^ 
180 1,  the  day  on  which  Earl  St.  Vincent  succeeded  £arl  Spen« 
cer  in  the  administration  of  the  marine  department,  the  num- 
berof  shipwrights  alone  were  more,  by  three  hundred  and  thirty*^ 
two»  than  they  were  on  the  ist  of  October  following,  (the  date 
of  the  preliminary  treaty);  andy  including  all  descriptions  of 
peraonsy  the  establishment  of  the  dockryards  was  reduced  no 
leas  than  six  hundred  and  seventy-four  persons :  and  before 
the  definitive  treatf  was  sigued*  the  reduction  amountec^ 
to  nearly  one  thoosandwOien  i  and  on  the  date  of  the  king'a 
message  to  parUampitji  (8th  March  1803},  of  shipwrights  alone 
.the  number  w;^ eight  hondred  and  thirty-seven  below  what  it 
was  on  tbe  day  Lord  St.  Vincent  succeeded  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  naval  department;  and,  including  all  descripa 
tionsf  there  wore  then  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven- 
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teen  persons  less  upoa.the  establishment  than  at  the  former 
period.  At  any  rate,  it  is,  I  trust,  evident  that  no  mischief 
whatever  has  arisen  from  this  circumstance. 
.  With  regard  to  the  supply  of  timber  and  stores  for  the 
navy  (upon  which  I  have  as  yet  only  slightly  touched),  that  is 
certainly  an  object  of  the  most  serious  consideration  ;  and  I 
am  most  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  yards  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  kept  completely  supplied  with  stores  of  all  descriptions 
sufijcient  for  three  years'  consumption. 

During  the  ten  months  that  I  presided  at  the  board  of 
admiralty,  it  was  my  endeavour  ta  obtain  stores  by  every 
means  that  could  be  devised.  But  in  order  to  ensure  a  regu- 
lar supply,  some  settled  plan  must  be  adopted  ;  for  while  the 
profits  ofagriculture  (which  must,  most  undoubtedly,  be  en- 
couraged) are  iso  great,  people  will  naturally  prefer  the  speedy 
returns  yielded  by  this  mode  of  employing  their  Iands>  rather 
than  turn  their  attention  to  the  growth  of  timber,  which, 
^  though  ultimately  of  great  value,  is  yet  too  slow  in  making 
a  return  for  the  capital  so  employed.  It  is  evident  that  some 
general  system  ought  to  be  adopted  for  securing  a  sufficient 
and  permanent  supply  to  our  navy  \  and  in  promoting  such 
an  object,  I  think  we  ought  all  to  agree,  whatever  may  be 
our  differences  of  opinion  on  other  points.  Before  I  left  the 
admiralty,  I  made  no  reserve  of  the  sentiments  I  entertained 
as  to  what  I  thought  essentially  necessary  in  this  respect. 

It  only  further  remains  for  me  briefly  tp  advert  to  the  allu- 
sions which  the  noble  lord  has  repeatedly  made  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  to  the  sixth  report  of  the  commissioners  of  na- 
val inquiry.  He  says,  he  has  only  lately  read  that  report,  and 
that  the  facts  which  it  contains  afford  many  strong  additional 
reasons  for  going  into  the  committee  he  recommends. 

If  the  noble  lord,  or  those  with  whom  he  acts,  be  of  that 
opinion,  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  surprise  at  his  not  hav- 
ing given  an  earlier  attention  to  it,  as  that  report  has  been  on 
your  lordships'  table  during  the  whole  of  the  session.  Is  it 
liot  therefore  strange  that  its  merits  should  have  been  but  just 
iiow  discovered  ?  I  have  not  been  so  slow  myself  in  regard  to 
It,  for  I  long  since  read  it  with  great  attention  ;  and  having 
therein  observed  that  a  reference  was  made,  in  terms  of  appro- 
bation, to  the  mode  of  conducting  business  when  Sir  Charles. 
Middleton  was  comptroller  of  the  navy,  and  that  particular 
regret  was  expressed  that  a  careful  digest  of  the  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  the  dock-yards  had  not  since  been  kept  up  ; 
1  conceived  that  I  could  not  better  prpmote  the  interests  of 
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the  navy,  o»  the  objects,  pointed  out  by  the  commissiorters  of 
jiaval  inquiry,  than  by  humbly  intreating  his  majesty  to  issue 
a  commission  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
reports  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  ii^qulry,  and  for  exa- 
mining into  the  reforms  therein  suggested,   and  reporting 
the  best  and   most  effectual  queans   for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution all  such  as  may  appear  td  be  useful  and  practicable* 
A  commission  was  in  consequence  appointed,  with  Sir  Charles  . 
Middleton  ^now  Lord  Barham)  at  the  head  of  it,  assisted  by 
two  able  and  respectable  flag-officers,  and  by  two  gentlemen 
whom  Sir  Charles  strongly  recommended,  from  an  experience 
he  had  had  of  their  being  eminently  qualified,  by  their  abilities  . 
and  habits  of  business,  to  give  substantial  aid  in  promoting  the 
objects  intended  for  tlieir  consideration.    The  comoiissioners 
are  now  proceeding  in  the  investigation  of  the  documenfci 
referred  to  them,  in  which  they  have  made  material   pro- 
gress -,  and  I  have  a  perfect  confidence  that,  in  their  hands, 
the  objects  which  the  noble  lord  may  have  in  contemplation 
will  be  more  speedily  and  efifectually  attained  thin  they  could 
be  by  a  committee  of  your  lordships. 

I  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  misinterpreted  by  any  noble  lord 
in  what  I  now  say,  as  it  is  my  particular  wish  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  eminent  and  distinguished  qualifications  of 
the  illustrious  and  noble  persons,  whose  names  are  included 
in  the  list  whic^i  the  noble  lord  who  made  the  motion  has 
proposed*  But  those  noble  persons  having  many  avocations, 
their  attendance  in  the  investigation  of  the  business  which 
he  proposes  to  refer  to  them,  cannot  consequently  be  expected 
during  the  recess  of  parliament. 

But,  with  regard  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
crown,  it  will  be  their  duty  to  pursue  their  researches  until 
the  objects,  for  which  they  have  been  selected,  shall  be  fully 
accomplished. 

Having  submitted  such  observations  as  I  had  to  oflTer  upon 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
that  I  feel  no  anxiety  as  to  its  result.  I  shall  therefore  put  no 
impediment  in  the  way,  but  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  the  house 
to  give  it  such  countenance  as  their  lordships  may,  in  their 
Judgment,  think  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  nation  and  the  good  of  the  king's  service. 

EarlSt.P\ncent—liht  noble  and  learned  lord  (Melville) 
having  gone  out  of  his  way  to  bring  charges  against  me,  I  fed 
myself  justified  in  trespassing  a  little  on  your  lordships^  time 
to  repel  these  charges*  The  inconsistency  the  learned  lord 
has  so  xxnich  dwelt  upon^  I  can  readily  explain :  I  avow  the 
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intcotion  of  contracting  for  as  many  seventy-four  gun  shipSf 
of  the  smaller  class,  as  the  navy  board  could  find  fit  merchant 
builders  tp  undcrtaice  j.but  >irhen  I  was  able  to  attend  the 
board,  it  was  shewn  tome,  that  bis  majesty's  dock- ^ards  were 
so  lamentably  unprovided  with  timber,  that  it  would  have 
been  bad  policy  in  the  extreme,  to  have  accepted  any  of  the 
tenders  for  building  ships  in  the  river  Thames,  and  a  resolution 
was  accordingly  made  to  suspend  the  entering  into  contracts 
for  building  ships  in  that  river,  until  the  more  important  mea- 
sure of  furnishing  the  royal  arsenals  witb  timber  was  accom« 
tolished.  I  maintain  that  //»  ships  of  tie  line  may  be  launched 
orom  the  dock-yards  of  the  king  annually^  without  impeding 
the  necessary  repairs  of  ships  in  service,  or  incurring  any 
additional  expence  in  the  wages  of  artificers;  and  when 
k  IS  considered  how  wretchedly  most  of  the  contract-built 
ships  lately  furnished  to  the  navy  have  been  fastened^ 
with  ragged'  bolts  from  seven  to  eleven  inches  long  (many 
of  which  rolled  out,  or  were  drawn  out  by  hand)  in- 
stead of  bolts  two-and-twenty  inches  long  forelocked  on  the 
opposite  side,  noble  lords  will  see  the  positive  necessity  of 
performing  the  whole  work  of  the  navy,  as  it  relates  to  build* 
ing  and  repairing^  in  the  arsenals  of  his  majesty.  With  re- 
spect to  the  ministerial  communications  between  the  first  lord 
of  the  admiralty  and  the  comptroller,  itis  one  of  the  great  vices 
of  the  navy  board,  and  serves  no  other  purpose  but  to  skreea 
them  from  all  responsibility )  for  when  called  upon  to  account 
for  disobedience  to  the  most  positive  orders  from  the  superior 
board,  the  constant  reply  is,  that  the  comptroller  explained  the 
reason,  in  a  ministerial  communication  with  the  late  first  lord. 
In  short,  since  the  ill-fated  measure  of  putting  the  commission- 
ers into  committees,  and  the  parliamentary  authority  for  secret 
measures,  concerted  between  the  comptroller  and  first  lord» 
all  responsibility  has  ceased,  and  much  gross  abuse  has  arisen 
in  the  missions  under  the  comptroller^^  auspices.  With  re- 
spect to  that  person,  I  certainly  should  have  availed  myself  of 
the  proposition  of  my  noble  firiend,  who  was  then  at  the  head 
of  his  majesty's  government,  to  remove  him,  had  not  his  con-> 
duct  been  under  the  investigation  of  the  commissioners  of  na^ 
val  inquijy,  the  result  of  which  wiO,  lam  confident,  occasion 
his  ignominious  dismissal ;  and,  if  complete  justice^  is  dcoK,  it 
will  extend  to  the  whole  board,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Osborne  Markham;  fbr^  exclusive  of  him,  there  is  not  one 
member  who  does  his  duty  to  the  public,  or  is  coqapetent  to 
lus  office.  As  tv  the '  learned  viscount's  person^  attack  Upon 
nej  Ishall  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it  deserves;  but  I  shaU 
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consider  the  flection  of  the  motion  for  a  committee  as  an  act 
of  great  injustice. 

The  Dide  ti^  Clarence  took  an  historical  view  of  the  growth 
pf  the  navy,  jromthe  time  Lord  Sandwich  presided  at  the  ad^ 
niiralty  board  in  177 1,  to  the  present  time.  Ahhough  the 
danger  appeared  to/have  increased,  yet  it  was  a  consoling  re- 
flection^  that  the  revenues  and  energies  of  this  country  had 
also  increased  in  4he  same  proportion,  and  that  our  naval 
st^rength  was  still  superior  to  the  utmost  efforts  of  our  eno^ 
mies.  The  more  the  na\7  was  the  favourite  defence  and  pride 
cf  the  country,  the  more  necessary  it  was  to  look  narrowly 
into  -all  the  abuses  which  may  have  crept  into  the  admi-  . 
xiistration  of  it.  Inquiries  had  been  made  into  naval  abusm 
under  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwichy  but  it  ap« 
peared,  if  certain  reports  from  very  high  authority  were  to  be 
oelieved,  that  there  never  was  a  time  which  called  more  loudljr 
than  the  present  for  a  very  strict  examination  and  inquiry*  It 
was  reported  that  the  most  enormous  and  flagitious  thebs 
and  pecul^ions  had  been  practised  in  different  departments 
of  the  navy,  and  as  that  report  came  from  an  authority  which 
could  not  be  questioned,  he  thought  it  peculiarly  incumbent 
on  the  house  to  look  narrowly  into  the  subject  which  was  now 
before  their  consideration.  When  the  immense  amount  axul 
'Value  of  the  stores  which  were  annually  supplied  for  the  navy 
was  taken  into  consideration,  it  was  evident  that  the  most  enor- 
mous and  incalculable  abuses  might  prevail,  if  those  who  wax: 
at  the  head  of  the  navy  did  not  discountenance  them  as  much 
as  possible  and  endeavour  to  detect  them.  In  this  he  thought 
at  least  the  naval  part  of  those  who  managed  the  navy  should 
lend  their  assistance  to  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty.  He 
thought  that  his  noble  friend  (Earl  St.  Vincent)  when  la 
office,  ought  to  have  had  the  assistance  of  the  navy  board, 
and  of  the  comptroller  of  the  na^^^.  He  thought  that  in  the 
questions  respecting  the  dock-yards,  he  should  at  least  have 
had  the  assistance  of  the  deputy  comptroller  of  the  navy,  who 
had  himself  worked  as  a  shipwright ;  he,  however,  had  un- 
derstood  that  his  noble  friend  had  by  no  means  met  that  co- 
operation that  he  might  have  expected.  He  should  now  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  building  ships  for  the  JDavy.  The 
royal  navy  of  England  now  consisted  of'  a  tonnage  of  530,000 
tonsj  of  which  to  the  honour  of  this  country  114,000  had 
been  captured  from  the  enemy.  Of  what  remained,  no  Icss^ 
than  260,000  had  been  supplied  by  contract.  It  would  there- ' 
fcre  appear  that  but  a  small  proportion  indeed  had  been  built 
in  the  Jdng'a  yards.    The  number  of  shipwrights^  however, 
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t-  ■ 
who  were  in  the  king's  yards  bore  a  very  great  proportion  to 
the  whole  numbel-  in  the  kingdom.  In  all  England  the  num- 
ber of  shipwrights  were  only  stated  at  5200,  and  in  the  king's 
yards  alone  2800  of  them  were  employed.  He  could  there- 
fore very  well  suppose  that  when  the  merchant -yards  had  been 
able  to  furnish  such  a  number  of  ships,  the  king's  yards,  em- 
ploying no  less  shan  2800  shipwrights,  might  easily  equip  ten 
sail  of  the  line  annually,  in  addition  to  the  repairs  which  our 
ships  might  want.  His  majesty's  dock-yards  employed  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  hands,  and  if  there  were  not  docks  and  slips 
enough,  it  would  be  easy  to  make  more.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  it  ought  to  be  in  the  king's  yards  that  the  king's  navy 
should  be  built.  The  noble  viscount  (Lord  Melville)  had 
spoken  with  an  air  of  triumph  of  the  number  of  sinall  craft 
that  had  been  built  under  his  administration,  and  of  the  great 
superiority  we  had  over  the  enemy's  flotilla  at  Boulogne.  He 
looked  upon  the  flotilla  with  great  contempt ;  but  if  the  noble 
viscount  thought  it  sufficient  to  appeal  to  the  superiority  of 
our  fleet  off  Boulogne,  as  a  proof  of  the  goodness  of  his 
administration  of  the  department  of  the  navy,  he  should  ask, 
whether  that  superiority  was  more  decided  now  than  it  was 
under  the  administration  of  the  noble  earl?  Could  the  noble 
viscount  pride  himself  equally  on  the  protection  of  the  other 
interests  of  the  empire  ?  Administration  had  been  informed,, 
or,  they  ought  to  have  been  informed,  that  the  West-Indies 
was  the  destination  of  the  enemy's  fleets,  and  yet  they  left  . 
the  West-Indies  without  any  adequate  protection.  It  was  not 
possible  for  them  to  be  deceived  by  the  reports  we  hear  of 
something  going  forward  between  this  country  and  Russia* 
They  had  persevered  in  the  system  of  blockade,  but  without 
preventing  the  enemy's  fleet  from  putting  to  sea ;  they  had 
received  considerable  sums  for  secret  services,  without  learn- 
ing any  thing  about  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
Rochefort  squadron  had  been  for  six  weeks  triumphant  in 
the  West  Indies.  If  the  commander  of  that  squadron  has 
done  nothing  more,  if  he  has  not  got  the  absolute  possession 
of  the  soil  and  property  of  our  islands,  he  is  deeply  respon- 
sible to  his  own  government  for  his  weakness  or  cowardice, 
for  if  any  English  commander  did  so  little  with  such  a  supe- 
rior force,  he  would  probably  be  called  to  a  most  severe  ac* 
count.  Had  the  Toulon  fleet  sailed  on  the  same  destinatiooji 
Jaouica  and  the  most  valuable  parts  of  our  West  Indian  empire 
were  still  in  the  extremest  danger,  and  yet  there  was  no  noble 
lord,  who  could  pretend  to  say  whether  they  had  not  sailed 
for  die  West  Indies— whether  they  were  now  in  Cadiz,  or 
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%vheth«r  they  had  ever  returned  to  that  port.  His  royal  high- 
taess  concluded  by  expressing  his  intention  of  voting  for  the 
motion. 

Lord  Sidmouth  declared  that  every  thing  he  had  heard  con-  ^ 
firmed  him  in  tiic  opinion  he  at  first  entertained,  that  no  pub- 
lic advantage  could  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  motion. 
He  had  at  first  entertained  very  serious  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  laying  before  the  house  papers  which  he  was  con- 
vinced could  not  lead  to  ^ny  useful  or  practicable  purpose.  He 
thought  no  charge  had  been  brought  either  against  his  noble 
friend  (Earl  St.  Vincent)  or  against  the  noble  viscount  (Lord 
Alelville) ;  he  therefore  did  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to 
consider  whether  a  larger  or  a  lesser  number  of  ships  had 
been  employed  by  one  or  the  other,,  or  how  they  were  pur- 
chased or  contracted  for.  His  opinion  on  the  subject  of  build- 
ing remained  unaltered,  it  had  been  already  publicly  express- 
ed, and  he  saw  no  occasion  now  to  repeat  it.  There  were 
two  points  to  which  he  should  principally  confine  himself,  ^he 
first  was,  to  explain  the  apparent  incongruity  between  the  let- 
ter of  Lord  St.  Vincent  to  the  comptroller  of  the  navy,  and 
the  order  immediately  given  for  the  increase  of  pjir  fleets  from 
•he  merchants'  yards.  In  the  summer  of  the  year  1800,  the 
noble  earl,  from  motives  highly  meritorious,  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  visit  in  person  the  diflTerent  dock  yards  in  the  king- 
dom. It  was  this  visit  and  personal  inspection  that  altered 
his  opinion.  He  returned  strongly  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  augmenting  the  number  of  ships  of  the  line  consider- 
aUy,  and  without  any  loss  of  time.  Under  this  impression, 
he  took  every  necessary  step,  Jhe  took  every  measure  to  in-  * 
crease  the  quantity  of  timber  in  the  king's  docks,  as  the  ma- 
terials for  ship  building ;  but,  as  he  saw  that  it  was  necessary 
to  add  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  the  number  of  ships  in 
the  British  navy,  he  was  also  obliged  to  contract  for  them 
elsewhere.  As  a  proof  of  his  zeal  for  the  procuring  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  ship  timber  in  the  king's  yards,  he  need 
only  mention  thiit  he  had,  for  this  express  object,  prevailed 
on  a  most  considerable  company  (the  East  India  company)  to  ' 
^abstain  from  building  large  ships  for  two  years.  This  was  in 
itself  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  anxiety  to  diminish  the  price  of 
«hip  timber,  and  to  increase  the  supply.  The  other  point  to 
"Which  he  wished  to  direct  their  attention  was  to  some  obser- 
^rations  whidi  had  been  made  by  his  noble  friend  (Lord  St, 
Vincent)  aS&ut  the  understanding  which  now  prevailed  be*  j 
'tween  the  navy  board  and  the  head  of  the  admiralty.     He 
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ftgtieed  ^i^rtte  noble.  w*li  that  the  intercoutse  betwe^i  tbeoi 
•hoald:rf(thorJi^4Qfficials'fornial»aiKl  by  vfritten  document's 
iMit  whis^n^hfiVuiiikith^idmiiK  he  waft  sure  the  noble  eaiil 
xnusti/iigrijp/AKritlK?  hkni7tbet  ifc  was  very  desirable  to  have  a 
^wduf^erstaoding^hen^eentheii^  Indeed,  it  was necessarjr 
that  a  good  ufid6rstaBdin|t  and  confidence  should  5tib«ist  h^ 
iwieetaL^U  who  .were  Colleagues  in  oiRce.  During  the  period 
that  theiaobl^  earl  presided  at  the  admiralty^  he  had  regret^ 
ted  much  'that  the  harmony  tand  confidenct.  which  was  so 
much  .tcr  be  wished  fori  did  not  exist  betwcJen^  him  .and  the 
cqai|^jtr<!»lHir  of  the  navy.  He  had  wished  most:  aDS^iously  to 
hsnfe  i^rt^efltosed;  but  when  he  had  reason  to  sufipo$e  that  it 
waqtift|»9iubIe,^he.ofit;ri:d  to:  lend  himself  to  put  an  oad  to 
thl3  {ConurctAoni  which  cdukl  no  longer  subsist  with  mttt«al 
GOnfidenos  ajnd  satis&ction.  He  always  thought  that  connect 
tions  ougjit  to  be  disaolved^  which  could  not  be  continued 
with  harmony  or..mj!^tual  confidence.  The  noble  earl,  how- 
ever, notwiitbstanding  jtheir  disagreements,  had  always  spojcem 
to  him  of  the  comptvoller  wi^  kindtfess  and  benevolence* 
He  could  not  jstee  that  any  advantage  could  result  at  present 
from  any  -dnurge  *  beingi  brought  against  the.  navy  board.  He 
,.was,. however,  xeady  to  acknowledge  thatfvarious  abuses  did 
exist  in  the  dodc^yards^  and  th^t  considerable  reforms  ia  that 
deparunfint  might  be  necessary.  He  took  ^his  <3pportiiaity  c^ 
declaring  that  it  never  was  the.  object:  of  jeibhef  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  ,at'  the  head  of  the  administration  (ifix.  Pitt)  nor  of 
any  of  bk  coUes^«es»/l^  ^prevent  or  stifie  any  inqniry  that 
could  be  attended  with  beneficial.  <:onsequences.  to.  the  coun«> 
tjfy.*.;.  In,  the  present  instance,  he  saw  oa  beneficial  objects 
likely  to  result  from  the  committee  which  was.  proposed,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  against  it.  » 

.  LordMailand  remarked  that  the  noble  lord  who  had  just 
sat  do(wn  .(I^ord  Sidmouth)  seemed  well  disposed  to  defend 
.the  measures  of  .the  noble  earl  (St.  Vincent)  ia  argument,  and 
to  ^fe  liim  fair  words  although  he  would  tiot  give  him  his 
\ote.  The  noble  earl,  however,  had  not  been  as  fortunate  as 
him  in  glutting  again  into  office.  ^Fhose  who  found  out  the 
abuses,  and  those  who  confessed  them,  had  all  (except  the 
noble  esal)  got  again  into  power,  and  held  forth  the  same 
lofty  promises  to  the  country  which  had  been  so  often  repeat- 
ed. He  did  not  see  how  the  former  promises  had  been  real- 
ised, or  what  grounds  there  were  for  relying  more  upon  the 
firesent.  It  wus  not,  however,  by  assertions  either  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other  that  parliament  ought  to  be  satisfio4 
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bot  bfa  reguhpimii'^formal  inqmrfiti'a  tomtnrJctee.  ^»TIic 
question  vr2s  not,  wbetfti^  «hips  were  ev«i^fi>  ^  ^builf  alt  >mer- 
€liant^  jdrdsy  bat  wiic^h^^the  prescm  <aMforiA«t»Atibii  had  nuA 
gone  to  a  greater  extentjin  ckei»  cockfratmsi  than- vas>)|fui»nt^ 
ed  by  the  necessity  of  the  thtes.  in  ths'^fieiir  iMg^-itlir^ 
calculated  that  a  sev^entyufonr  gtin  ship  Qottld  ^  built  by  €010* 
ttract  in  three  years,  %t  tke  expeii€eiO^<26L  per  top ;  and  tiiat 
a  frigate  ceidd  be  built  in*  two  yeal»ym  a6l.'  pi$r  tonv  not^ 
withstanding  wUch,  the  v^  next  year  ti  contract  tiras  made 
fer  ships  at  aa  high  a  rate  as  36!^  per*  ton.  As  td  what  the 
tooUe  viscount  (Lord  Melvilk)  had  said  against  Udtkok^  it 
appeared  to  him  completely  ridiculous.  The  nobke  ^^ord 
secnved  to  have  forgotten  that  he  had  himself  invaritftAyTUv^ 
sued  that  system  while  he  vas  at  the  head  of  the  tfihnira!^. 
The  reasons  he  assigned  were  curious^^  It  sieenens^  that  the 
French  ships,  by  staying  in  their  ports,  were  in  much-  better 
condition  than  ours,  which  had  so  long  k^  the  seSis.  On 
that  principle  he  should  have  s^nt  to  congratulate  the  people 
in  the  city,  that  the  Rochefort  squadron  had  foolishly  quitted 
its  port  and  gone  tx>  the  West  Indies,  where  it  muse  expel*!- 
cnce  much  wear  and  tear,  and  considi^rablc  damiige^.  Every 
fleet  which  the  French  sent  against  our  possessions  ivottld, 
actfovding  to  this  argnment,  be  only  injuring  itsetf.  H^e 
-Aotild  not  entet^artkularly  intD  the  numbelr  of  small  cfiaft, 
gun-boars,  and  ^^CataiHarans  whkh  the  noble  viscount  nmight 
have  built  du^g'his  administpation ;  but  as  to  the  great  pro* 
mises  that  had  beeh  held  forth^  be  €lpected  f  hem  to  be  reaU . 
ieed  about  the  same  time  that  the  pfbmised  surplus  of  the  re- 
venues of  India  shottld  come  in  to  aid  in  the  extinction  of  the 
national  debt  of  thi^  country.  In  considering,  however^  the 
general  situation  of  this  country,  the  want  of  ^prottetioii  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  motions  <^' the 
Flrench  and  Spanish  fleets,  he  saw  nothing  upon  iwhkth  he 
ceald  congratulate  the  country  in  the  administration  of  its 
naval  affairsi  -His  lordship  concluded  by  supporting  the  mo- 
tion for  the  committee. 

Lord  Hau^esbxry  observed  that,  although  the  debate  bad 
branched  out  to  a  considerable  length,  the  question- appeared 
V9  hitn  to  lieVvithin  a  narrow  compass.  It  had  been' alleged 
that  the  noble  viscount  (Sidmotith)  gave  the  noble  ^rt  nothing 
but  fair  w(Mxls,  which  wa$  unfair  5  for  that  noble  viscoiint  had 
certainly  taken  a  line  of  condOct  which  was  dictated  by  the 
sense  te  entertained  of  his  partiairtentary  duty,  and  at  the 
$ame  time  had  spoken  according  to  bis  feelings  \vith  reference 

L  2  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tS  THE  PARUAMENTARV  REGISTER.  [Lofiw^ 

tQ  the  character  of  the  noble  earl.    But  his  lordship  said  ho 
recollected  that  cythersj  on  a  former  occasion,  when  an  in- 
quiry was  moved  for,  had  professed  great  friendship  for  that . 
noble  earU  hut  had  indeed  given  him  nothing  but  fail*  words* 
leaving  stated  this,  because  the  occasion,  as  it  s^ppeared  to 
him,  called  for  it,  he  should  come  immediately  to  the  ques- 
tion now  before  their  lordships,  which  was,  whether  certain 
papers  already  before  them  should  be  referred  to  a  committee^ 
and  that  was  a  subject,  he  confessed,  of  great  delicacy,  in- 
yolving  considerations  of  great  importance  with  a  view  to  the 
disclosure  that  must  attend  it  if  the  motion  be  carried.     God 
iforbid  that  he  should  say,  if  a  grave  C3se  was  made  out,  the. 
house  would  not  attend  to  it,  and  send  it  to  the  investigation  of 
s^  committee,  even  at  the  risk  of  all  the  consequences  which, 
might  follow  tlie  disclosure ;  but  nothing  short  of  absolute 
necessity  would  induce  their  lordships  to  do  so,  for  the  dis-^ 
closure  would  not  only  be  to  the  people  of  this  country,  but. 
must  necessarily  reach  the  enemy,  and  be  a  disclosure  to  the 
lirhole  world;  and  before  their  lordships  could  be  prevailed  oa 
%o  do  that,  they  would  take  care  that  the  ground  on  which  it 
was  called  for  was  imperative  upon  them  i  that   they  had 
hardly  a  choice  whether  they  should  go  into  the  inquiry  or 
not  i  and  he  would  ponfess  freely,  that  some  of  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  were  of  such  a  nature,  that  he  yras  sorry  they  were 
asked  for  at  all.     The  question  then  came  to  this,  Was  there 
any  necessity,  or  matter  sufficiently  important  laid  before  the 
house  to  induce  their  lordships  to  adopt  tljis  motion?  The 
principal  points  which  had  been  dwelt  upon,  and  which  had 
been  most  disputed  were,  on  the  expediency  of  building  ships 
in  the  king's  dock-yards,  or  of  having  recourse  to  the  aid  of 
merchants'  building.    He  did  not  feel  much  confidence  in  his 
ability  tQ  form  a  correct  opinion  upon  such  a  subject ;  but  he 
believed  it  would  be  found  the  true  policy  of  this  country  to 
build  as  n^uch  a^  possible  in  the  king's  dock«»yards,  but  that  it 
was  impracticable  to  build  all  our  shipping  there,  and  that  go- 
vernment must  have  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  the  mer- 
chants' yards  in  that  respect.     Since  then  it  was  impossible  to 
do  altogether  without  that  help,  the  question  reduced  itself  a 
considerable  degree ;  and  he  would  then  ask,  whether  what 
had  been  done  in  this  respect  called  for  the  inquiry  of  a  com- 
inittee  ?  'J  he  subject  was  of  considerable  difficulty,  as  a  ques- 
tion to  what  degree  government  should  contract  with  mer- 
chants for  building  ships,  either  to  the  house  itself  or  to  a 
committee,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  upon  it  i  but  that  did 
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not  necessariif  call  on  their  lordships  to  institute  this  species ' 
of  investigation  ^  and  here  he  wished  the  house  to  consider 
that  three  years  ago  an  lict  passed  the  legislature  to  inquire 
into  naval  abuses,  and  there  were  now  upon  their  lordships* 
table,  and  also  on  the  table  of  the  other  house  of  parliatnenr^ 
reports  ef  the  committee  proceeding  under  that  act.     These 
reports  contained  much^importanc>  and  valuable  information; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  reports  of  that  committee  his  ma^ 
jescy  had  been  advised  to  institute  another  commission  to  in- 
quire into  abuses  which  may  be  existing,  and  to  provide  sucli 
remedies  for  them  as  shall  appear  expedient,  with  a  view  t6 
the  improvement  of  the  diftcrent  departments,  and  all  Other 
matters  connected  with  our  naval  service.     It  appeared  then 
the  commissioners. were  in  the  course  of  entering  into  further 
investigation  of  all  these  matters,  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
out  remedies  for  ^ny  abuses  which  may  be  found  to  exist.    He 
thought  it  was  unnecessary  to  say  more  than  this  as  an.  objec- 
tion to  the  present  motion.     As  it  was  under  an  investigation 
in  another  quarter,  it  would  be  more  expedient,  and,  as  he 
thought,  more  becoming  for  the  house  to  wait  until  their 
lordships  saw  the  result  of  the  inquiries  already  instituted,  he- 
fore  they  went  into  another.   He  submitted  to  the  house,  whe- 
ther their  lordships  didsUOt  -think  the  commissionca-s  to  whotn 
he  had  alluded  were  more  likely  to  investigate^  the  subject 
thoroughly  than  the  committee  now  proposed  ;  and  that  that 
system  was  more  likely  to  lead  to  a  practical  conclusion  fham 
that  proposed  by  the  noble  earl }  He  was  confident  their  l<»xl- 
$hips  would  not  agree  to  this  motion,  unless  they  saw  for  it  a 
pressing  necessity ;  he  submitted  there  did  not  appear  any  such 
iiecessity,  that  no  case  was- made  out,  no  parliamentary^  ground 
laid  for  this  motion,  and  therefore,  whatever  might  be  their 
lordships'  opinion  of  the  existence  of  abuses,  or  of  thef  appU^ 
cation  of  remedies  to  them,  they  were  in  4he  course  of  inves- 
tigation, and  which  was  a  much  more  expedient  mode  than  the 
one  now  proposed  by  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl. 

The  EarJ  of  Buckinghamskire  was  of  opinion,  that  tfiere  wa« 
pothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  noble  earl  who  presided  over 
the  naval  department  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to 
>  fall  for  such  an  inquiry  as  was  now  proposed.  When  a  simi- 
lar inquiry  was  proposed  last  year  it  met  with  hi^  opposition, 
|md  he  would  oppose  it  now  on  the  same  grounds.  He  re- 
sisted it  then,because  he  considered  it  unnecessary  and  uncalled 
fkir,  by  a  fair  reference  to  what  the  state  of  our  navy  then 
was,  and  he  would  resist  it  upon  the  same  principles  at  the 

? resent  moment.     There  was  also  another  ground  upon  which 
he 
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he  felt  himslstf, called  opoa  ta  oppose  it,  and  that  was  the  im« 
favourable  uifinTeDce  whidi  had  been  eadea/voured  to  be  made 
£pomxMuiBstence»whkhi3otxi]rred  during  the  kner  part  of 
the  atfanoistcatioii'Qf  theadbie  viscount  who  hadbfen  lately 
«tldtbe  head  6l  the  naval. department.  He  i^ose  to  resist  any 
imputatuii 'vriuch  nitgbt  have  been  attempted  to  be  thrown 
opon^iMnx^  Sot  what  .might:)possiUy  have  occurred  in  onr  West 
Indiar  colonies.  The  c^ty  of  the  ii^obte  viscoinsit  he  cc^ceived 
to.  halve  been,  to  have  a  fleet  always  ready  sufficient  to  ovei^- 
poi«er  .any  which  the  enemy  could  possibly  send  out  from  any 
of  it&  ports,  and  baring  done  that,  he  was  of  opinion  he  had 
'  wclk  poc^riaied  his  doty..  Having,  done  so,  h^  wootii  ask  what 
UamecGioid  he  imputed  to  the  noble  viscount  i  It  had  been 
urged,  as.  k  catise  of  blame,  that  only  one  ship  of  the  line  had 
beqg^ikationed  ot  the  JEieeward  Islands.  He  appealed  to  tM 
itoblc  eaki  on  the  cross  beiKh,  whether  it  was  nccessasy  tt> 
aaasntain  a  ^;reater  naval  force  there  ?  He  was  j^ermadedv 
ibak  the  noble  earl|  wkh  all  his  judgment  and  '^experience, 
would  notmainialn  that  it  was.  The  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee ^appeaced  to  hrm:v(innece88safy  asid  sHfTon-veaientj  an^ 
thepcfore. be ibiind  Litnself  compelled  to  oppose  it^'- 
.  Tho  Eorl  iafS^iii  wished,  for  the  saf  isfactmi  of  the  couti« 
Iry,  iliat'sonie  mode,  should  be  puMiedof  ^isoertaining  thb 
sielativofnierit^  :of  the  two  former  booxids^of  adft)kal«y«  -  Ctr^ 
cutn^anirss  had  occurred,  as  wett*  in  Eta^pe^ai  4xi  the  West 
Indies,  which  tended  to  lower  that  proud  character  which  OQf< 
navy' had  iaisquired,  and  always  maintained,  onHl  Witlun  the 
last  iew  months  of thepre5ent:w^.  He  tbocight  the  conduct^ 
of  the  iate  admiralty,  w^ 'extremely  censur^ie;  The  noble" 
visconnt  at i8he  head  of  it^iad  been  guilty  of  gteat  neglect  in 
Bot  immm(lidtely  drspatchtnga.fleet  to  the  Wcstr  indies,  to  pre* 
'vent  the^dq^redttioiis  andittsolts  which*  had  been  committed 
against  dur^pocscsscdos  in  that  part  of  the  world,  by  a  squadron,' 
vrtadi  came  due  almost  in  defiance  of  us,  from  the  ports  of 
France.  t^;He  had  al«>  heard,  that  some  imptx3per*  preference 
had  been  manifested  in  the  appointment  of  an  dfficer  to  an 
imppkint' command.  That  would  weU  -  deserve  to  be  sub- 
uflitenLto  a^^^dmmktee  of  their,  lordships,  for  no.  abuse  coold? 
tend  Ynore  to  disseminate  dissatisfaction  among  the  naval  pro-^ 
fession^  than  an  undue  partiality  of  that  kind.  His  lordship 
wished'that  all  those  charges  should  be  fiilly  investigated,  and 
seeing  no  means-  of  doing  it  more  ready  than  the  appointment 
ef  a-commtt^ee,  witli  full  powers,  he  would  vote  for  the  pro<« 
position  "Of  his  noble  friend.  ^ 

Lord  Mi'lvilU  requested  leave  to  say  a  few  words^  in  answer 
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te  the  unfojuibdtd:chargie$  wliidv.  had  been:  vpgjdd  /agsBttsrlm 
c^Mnduct  by  therooble  earh  He  ytaM  ^cssert^inidaacitvonttit^ 
diction  to  what.had  UUt*  ftom  dse/tiobk  earUduoitkere iiad 
f^ccD  AO  delay  lirhat^ver  in  detachkigrb  safficient:  number  ^ 
obips  in  pursuit  of  die  Rochefort  iqiiadiromV*  Ibat  be;  wbubi 
9k5seri;  peremptorily  and  positively,  iii  oi^ypositionrltx)  tbc  char^ 
90  unwarrwDtabiy  preferred^  ettber  byf tbe  ivohkr  esA  vr  vaiyotke 
else.  Tbat  squadron  had  sailed  ^^rom  Ro(3&efort  foil  twtM 
days  before  it  rfm  kiatovn  to  any  of  the  oomtnandersakpcna  inf 
of  the  stations.  On  the-  ij4^  day^  the  inCelHgeteir^was  .caoH 
municated  to  himi  and  on.tbe*  next  morning  he  (tran^ktod 
tho9e  orders,  in  consequence* of  which.  Adiaiicadi^Goehitanc 
sailed  £ot  the  West  Indies.  Then  were  niany  inoUe  ionda 
tvho  could  testify  what  he  asserted  (HtarJ  beurf^i  and  he  darth 
fere  feU  himself  justified  in  repeUing,  wiihbecondng:iMiigDSK^ 
tion^  the  chargcof  neglecty  whether  coming  ir«Hn  rise  noUe 
earl,  or  ai^y  other  noble  lorcL  As  to  the  charge  of  a  partial 
preference  «f  a. relative  of  hi^,  that'  he  Kould  peretiiptortl]^ 
contradict.  Where  the  noUe  earl  obtained  his.  inSDrmattoii^ 
or  for  what  purpose  hie  broisght  it  forward^  be  kocw^Qotviior 
was  it  worth,  bis^hile  to  inquire;  but  he  voixM:'po8iti«eiy' 
assert  that  jit  brad  no  iouadation  .whatever  in  truth  •oninSict. 
If  the.  noble  :€arl  should  be  inclined  to  pursue  htsattacksiopon 
hifi:^  Wwotddureocnnlnead  to.hiai  tapro^e  alittleiiiDPCyand 
fto  insinitatcra  little  leas.'  Ag^inat  the  noble  eafeF^  pnxifsi  he 
trusted,  aa  in  the  present  insttoce^  that  he  ahouldnihirays  br^ 
able  10  defetid  himself;  against  liis  insinuations  he  cbuld-noe 
hope  for  equal  protect&ii.  If  the  noble .  earl  should  'scatter 
hb  poisoned  anxyws  abroad,  sonie.  of  ^^chem^tnay  possiUy  light 
upon  him ;  but  whether  such  a  node  of  assailing  this,  oooiducc 
of  a  person,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  a  greatiipufalic  de« 
partment,  was  ehher  £iir  or  honourable,  was  worthy  >the«cDn^ 
sideration  of  the  noble  earl.  He  tnlsted  that  hevfouU  leant- 
ai  leasoninto  the  imprudence  anil  inefficacy  of  his  afttacboh 
thia  night,,  that  would  discourage  him  from  any  future  jneh. 
repetition  of  similar  charges. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  explained,  and  avowed  that  he  did  iiot< 
bdieve  the  charge  which  had  so  properly  excited  the  <warsitk^ 
of  the  noUe  viscount.  

Lard  Darnlej  then  rose,  and  adverted  to  the  varidDS  argu«* 
ments'  that  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  lords  opposite  agaihst 
Ids  .motion.  It  had  beoi  observed,  that  such  an  investigation 
would  be,  on  the  present  occasion,  particularly  improper,  as  it 
anight  expose^  not  only  to  the  public  of  this  country,  but  to 
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the  kiiei^ledge  of  our  enemies^  such  subjects  ns  would  be  par-^ 
ticularly  inexpedient.  This  observation,  however,  if  it  ap- 
pfksd'Xt  «ll,'was  :ipplicable  only  to  f*ie  discussions  that  might 
take-pHrce  m  the  house,  and  not  to  any  inquiries  that  might 
he  initititttd  'before  a  committee.  A  noble  lord  seemed  to 
f hink;*tlttt  the  principle  on  which  he  had  brought  forward 
Irts  motion  wtis^is  hostility  to  employing  merchants*  yards  in 
Iittildin^ships  of  the  navy.  Here,  however,  he  begged  leave 
«o  set  the  noWe  lord  ripht — he  had  not  declared  any  hostility 
fb  thft  prmcipfc.  There  were  many  cases,  on  the  contrary, 
irhcn'^hrtplbjmg  merchants*  yards  might  be  very  expedient. 
Hifl^  0{)jecnbn  was  only  to  the  degree;  and  that,  considering 
•hc^^nce  with  which  that  m3de  of  building  ships  wa^  at- 
fcndacl',**'i^as  *5i  sufScient  subject  of  grave  investigation.  A 
A>mnaktee^  inquiry  was  also  necessary,  he  (rontended,  in  re- 
gard *to  ar*noblc  lord  (Lord  St.  Vincent)  who  had  been  impli- 
cated in  another  place,  and  represented  by  some  as  an  enemy 
tbrliirefeimtry.  •  One  great  end  of  his  motion  therefore  was, 
to  ascertain  whether  that  noble  lord  was  meritorious  or  guilty. 
This  inquiry  was  due  in  justice  to  the  noble  lord ;  it  was  due 
to  the  British  navy  and  to  the  nation,  and  in  opposition  to 
such  claims  be  had  yet  heard  nothing  that  could  lead 'him  to 
2lterfai^  opinion. 

The  house  then  divided — 

'-  Contents  33 Not    Contents,  88 — ^-Majority  against 

tht  motion  55. -^Adjourned.  ^ 

.^:..,.    ;    jaotrSE    OF  COMMONS. 

••    '     -         --'   ^  FRIDAY,  MAY  24. 

.<.  .    '     .:y  -'.  ^ 

CoIoneliWood  gave  notice  that  he  would  that  day  week  move 
tt^t.tbiere  be  laid,  before  the  house  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
CQMlin^s  of  the  court  martial  which  was  held  on  Rear  Admiral 
Sir  John  Duckworth. 

« It  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tierney,  that  the  sc- 
I^  ^cQOUPittee  to  which  the  subject  of  the  Lambeth  water- 
works was  referred  do  meet^again^  and  report  thereon  to  the 
liQ]ase. 

.  *Xhe..vclani.of.tbeexpences  incurred  by  criminal  prosecn* 
tions  in  Ireland,  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
alfpttt  si^  Wiceks  smce,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  L  Newpc^, 
oxxJcrcil  tQ. Jx  imcsented  forthwith. 

A  message  i«i&  4eU3»*erecL.irom  the  lordl^i  inforiBing  the 
>1  '  ,  house 
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house  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  l^d-tw  coniofaitonat 
nomination  bill^  and  the  slate  duty  bill. 

Another  message  stated  their  lordships*  desite  tP  be  infonn* 
ed  by  this  house  upon  what  grounds,  and  for  what  purpose  it 
was,  that  the  attendance  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent  was  required 
before  the  select  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  sub« 
ject  of  the  repairs  of  the  Romney  and  La  Sensibky  and  other 
topics  connected  therewith.  The  house  resolved  that  .thef 
woidd  send  an  answer  by  messengers  of  their  own. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  select  committee 
of  21  members,  to  consider  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry.  Wbea 
the  glasses  were  closed,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Sturges  Boumi^ 
Lord  Fitzharris,  Mr.  Boyd  Alexander,  Mr.  Ormsbyi  and  a 
few  other  members  were  appointed  to  exsgiune  the  lists,  and 
report  to  the  house  on  what  21  gentlemen  the  choice  olf  the 
house  appeared  to  fall. 

The  post-horse  duty  farming  bill  was  rczd  a  first  time*  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  auditor's  office  regulation  bill  was  read  a  second  time> 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  on  Mooday .1 

Mr.  Rose  reported  from  the  committee  to  which  the  free 
ports  act  was  referred.  The  resolutions  were  read  and  a^ed 
to,  and  a  bill  ordered  pursuant  to  the  spirit  thereof. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  fpr  the  election  oif  a 
member  for  the  borough  of  Newtowny  in  Hampshire,  in  tl^e 
room  of  Charles  Chapman,  Esq.  who  has  a^epted  of  the 
Chiltem  Hundreds. 

The  Attorney  General  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  l^e 
would  move  for  leave  to  brinc^  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws 
respecting  the  apprehension  of  public  offenders  who  may  es« 
cape  from  one  part  of  the  united  kingdom  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Brooke  moved  for  leave  to  bruig  in  a  bill  to  explain  an4 
amend  several  acts  relative  to  therwooUen  trade  of  Greet 
Britain. 

Admual  Berkeley  observed,  that  the  former  bill  to  this  eSkct 
was  thrown  out  in  the  lords,  and  it  was  pot  likely  that  the 
subject  could  obtain  a  fuU  consideration  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session.  When  the  bill  was  brought  forward,  he  shoul4 
think  it  his  duty  to  move  a  further  contii^uaqee  of  the  fuspen« 
sion  act. 

Mi:.  Brooke,  however,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  billt  ai4 
it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Brooke,  Jde.  WHberfime^  and  Sir 
Wm.  Young,  be  ampointed  to  prepare  the  nm^ 
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Mr*  Vansattart  moved  for  leave  to  bring  Ui  abiU  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  inquire  into  irregularities  or  abuses  that  may 
{lave  existed  in  the  paving  board  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 
•  Lord  De  Blaquiere  intonned  the  house  that  there  were  but 
68  lamps  in  that  pi^y  .^hen  he  first  took'the  business  in  hand, 
and  at  the  expiriation  of  that  year  there  were  7000.  If  the 
conduct  of  the  board,  was  referred  to  a  committee,  he  had  no- 
doubt  ^that  the  matter  could  be  as  fully  inquired  into  as  any 
other  subject  that  had  been  referred  in  a  similar  manner  to  9 
select  committee. 

^Ir,  W.  Btabazon  Ponsonby  said  that  the  city  of .  Dublin 
was  so  much  deserted  in  consequence  of  the  union,  that  it 
must  be  Tiery  difficult  to  levy  the  expence  incurred  by  light- 
ing it.  ^     . 

Mr.  Vansittart  observed  that  the  imperial  parliament  wa» 
to  the  full  as  well  inclined  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  as  the  parliament  of  Ireland  could  possibly  have 
been.  .He  confessed,  however,  that  he  was  defiqient  in  local 
information,  and,  indeed,  it  was  impossible  that  a  parliament 
sitting  in  London  could  have  the  same  opportunity  of  forming 
a  correct  judgment  as  to  the  local  concerns  Ofthe  metropolis 
of  tliat  island,  as  a  parliament  which  was  regulariy  assembled 
in  that  city*  He  therefore  trusted  that  such  gentlemen  as 
could  give  any  local  information  to  the  house  would  do  so. 

Several  of  the  representatives  of  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  a  bill  was  order- 
ed. It  was  then  brought  in,  read  a  £x%tf  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  woul/d 
qiake  a. motion  relative  to  the  powers  of  the  com  committee. 
.  Colonel  Bagwell  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Irish  elec- 
tion bill.  An  amendment  wa^  proposed  to  be  made  by  the 
omission  of  the  word  **  instrument,"  in  a  particular  part  of 
tJW  l)iU ;  but  its  frequent  recurrence  throughout  various  parts 
of  the  bill,  induced  the  house,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker^ 
to, postpone  the  third  reading  until  Monday. 

The  Irish  customs  and  excise  commissioners  bill  was  moved 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr*  W.  B.  Ponsonby  opposed  it,  and  the  third  reading  was 
fixed  for  Monday.  ^ 

The  J^ish  small  debts  bill  was  reported. 

On  the  tnotion  of  Mr.  Denis  Browne,  it  was  ordered  that 
thq  report  be  taken  into  farther  consideration  that  day  six 
,  xaouths  I  the  bill  is  therefore  lost  for  the  present  session. 

The 
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The  Tfle  of  WTaii  biH  was  put  off  till  Mondat  fe'niiight. 
Several  other  orders  were  poftponed,  acid  trie  houie  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY,  MAT  27. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolky  on  the  secpnd  reading  of  the  Pancra^ 
billj  wished  some  delay  to  take  place,  for  the  purpose  pf  allow- 
ing the  parties  to  come  to  an  understanding.  t(  was  on  this 
ground  that  Earl  Moira,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph*  and  Kimself 
had  opposed  the  former  bill)  and  he  Uxought  sufficit^t  time 
liad  not  yet  been  given.  The  bill  was  then  orderedio  be  com- 
mitted for  Thursdayi  Earl  i^uSblk^  however^  iotigialing  that 
he  should  the  ne^t  day  mov(;  tbat  the  .commi/ttee.pe  postpPued 
till  Wedpesday  se'nnight. 

His  lordship  also  discharged  the  order  for  summoning  the 
Jiouse  for  Wiednesday,  on  his  motion  on  the  state  of  Ireland* 
He  then  renewed  his  motion  for  "V^cdn^sday  se'rinighti  signi- 
fying at  the  same  time,  however,  the  probability  of*  his  not 
bringing  it  forward  this  session.  He  should  consuU  with  his 
friends  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Adam  v^  be;^d  on  Moore's  divorce  bilL  Postponed 
tiUFriday. 

CAUCO  PRIIITERS. 

LsriKlni  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  jourrieymen  calico 

f printers  of  Lancafliire,  Derbyftiire,  Chefliire^  Lanark,  Ren- 
rcw,  &c.  &c.  complaining  of  the  distrefs  they  fufFer  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  inability  to  procure  emplovmenti  owing 
to  the  exceffive  multiplication  of  apprentices,  and  ftating 
other  grievances  to  which  they  are  fubjeftl  The  noble 
lord  prefaced  his  motion  that  the  petition  fhould  tie  on  the 
table,  by  affuring  the  houfe  that  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners 
was  one  of  peculiar  fe verity,  and  ftrongly  crfthted  to  the 
attention  of  the  houfe.  I«  was  a  great  hardfhip,  he  obferved, 
tliat  thofe  poor  men  fhould  not,  after  ferving  a  long  appren- 
ticeihip,  have  at  l^aft  a  fair  opportunity  of  employment. 
But  the  number  of  apprentices  introduced  of  late  years  into 
their  trade,  which  exceeded  very  far  indeed  the  proportion 
ever  known  before  in  any  mechanical  profeffioti  in  thiJ 
country,  excluded  thel  journeymen  from  alrnoft  even  the 
chance  of  being  able  to  earn  their  fubfiftence.  Indeed  in 
maoy  inftances  thefe  journeymen  were  refufed  employment, 
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untefs  they  confented  to  iign  a  feco^d  contract  or  indenture 
for  five  or  fevcn  years  on  fucb  terms  as  the  inafiers  thought 
proper  to  prefcribe.    This  was  a  cafe  without  parallel,  aad 
which  could  be  fcarcejy  heard  of  without  furprife.    How- 
6ver»  notwithftanding  thofe  adi  of  injufiiee  «nd  oppreffion^- 
it  was  not  the  wi(h  of  the  journeymen  to  engage  in  any 
litigation  with  theic  matters,  but  rather  to  have  matters 
fettled  amicably.    It  was  not  his  defire,  the  noble  lord 
Sated,  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  trade,  but  the  houfe 
>^ould  recolIe£l  that  fuch  an  interference  was  warranted  by 
the  operation  of  the  coitibination  law ;  and  that  in  this 
infiance  he  had  a  precederit  precifely  in  point,  he  meant  the 
filk  weavers  aA,  whfeh  limited  the  number  of  apprentices 
vrhicfe  matters  ftiould  take.    The  petitionersi  he  trufled, 
would  meet  that  confideration  from  the  houfe  which  their 
coodoA deferred.    They  bad  not  reforted  to  thofe  combina- 
tions which  were  fo  injurious  to  trade  and  the  peace  of  the 
country,  but  appealed  to  that  houfe  for  redrefs.  It  was  much 
tobe  wifhed  that  their  example  (hould  have  a  due  influence 
uppo  all  the journdeyhien  throughout  the  country,  and  he  had 
lio  doubt  that  the  fate  of  this  petition  would  be  fuch  as  to 
encourage  thofe  joonfteyihen  to  feel  that,  When  they  had  any 
real  grievances  to^  domplaih  of,  they  might  &pply  to  that 
hooie  with  confideiicc  of  rcdreft.   The  ftoblfc  f ctd  concluded 
with  obferving  fhat  he 'did  not  mean  tO' takeialiy  proceeding 
tbisfeilfoti  upon  this  peti^roii,  andhe  HopeBlhe  eondu£l  of 
themafters  in  the  coutfe  Of  the  retds  would  render  any 
further  proceeding  ufifflCJcelEirJ.    If,  howcv^Ki  be  fhould  be 
difappointed  in  thi6  juft  texpeetatlon,  if  no  amicable  adjufi- 
ment  ftiould  take  place  between  the  patties,  he  (hould  feel 
it  his  duty  at  an  eavly  period  of  the  next  fei&on  to  bring  for* 
Ward  a  meafure  erouniled  on  the  prayer  ,of  this  petition .  . 

The  Eart  of  ivSMk.  cdnfidered  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners 
as  peculiarly  entitled  to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe* 

The  petition  wal'  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.— ^Adjourned« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

M0N2>AT>  MAT  21, 

A  new  writ  was  ordered^  on  the  motion  of  5ir  John  Wrot^ 
iefley,  for  the  eleSion  of  a  member  for  *  Dornock  and 
Dingwal,  in  the  room  of  the  right  ho n.  John  Charley 
Villiers,  who  had  accepted  the  ftewardftiip  of  his  majcAy's 
Cbfltem  Hundreds,  . 

Mr,  ' 
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Mn^Grey  j^fefe&ted  a  petition  from  thfc'gferitlojftifr,  fr6e^ 
hoHcis,  and  eledtrs  of  the  county  of  ISTortliumb'ferbnd,  con- 
giatulating  tbc  houfc  orf  the  votes  of^  th^  8th  ^rJd  lOth  of 
April  relative  to  the  tenth  report.  Tltcpetitibh  wd$  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  tabic;  as  was  alfo  one'troai  the  iriHafeitahts  of 
the  town  and  county  of  the  town'^of  Siiuthartipton. 

The  committee  on  the  South  Londot^  water-works  bill 
obtained  ieave>  on  the  motibn  of  Lord  William  Rufleilt  Uy 
£t,.jK)twithilanding  any  adjoumoient  of  the  liorifc.  ' 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LO&D  HBLVILX^  .  , 

Mr.  Lcyccfter  brought  up  the  report  of  the  comctiitteetoJ 
which  certaia  parts  or  the  matter  contained  in  thie^t)endi^ 
report  of  the  cpromiffioners  of  naval  inquify  had  been  cefot* 
red.    The  report  was  ordered  to  lie-  on  tb«  table.  ^  rr»  '^     ^ 

Mr.  Leyccfter  then  moved,  tl^at  the  report^bc  prcnted*fer : 
the  ufe  of  the  members.  -     "         /  -'  .  •  >.  >f  ^ 

On  the  queftibn  being  put  on  this  motiopy.  .^x.  :»        -   :.  ^  ^ 

Mr»  Whitbreqd.  rofe,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  ot^eAing^  to 
the  motion  for  printing  the  repoi;t  j  corthe  conti:my,Jt  s^ 
peared  to  him  highly  neceflary  that  eyel-y-faqility  (h0idd4)e 
afforded  gentlcoiiei^Jo  make  themftlv^a  acquaihted  with' the  ^ 
iq|)pojtaot  tnattei|^qf  Uie  report.     Bui  he  took  that,x»pporlu- * 
nity  of  givipg  n^^lpc,  that  oa  the.-firft .  op^  day^ttftcr^the.^. 
report  Ihould  b^.  p^nted^  and  furacicnt  4ime  be  alloj^cd  \ixt^ 
niembers  to  coj^iidei:  its  contents,,  h^*  (hould  futjoiil  ld*tbe^^ 
hpule  a  motion  for  the  iippe^dimentof  I/>rd  Mejvtlk>$  and.^ 
alfo  move  ceaaia  refolutions,  expreffiye.pf^jm^opinjon  on  ^ 
the  condu£t  of  the  cbance|br  qC  the  ^scbequeri  wUh.refpeft 
to  certain  tranfaAions  which  had  be^fv.Keferredito  tbei.con^  '^ 
iideratioto  of  the.  co|naiittee.     Mr.  Whitbreadrthenv  ^djed^  v 
that,  confid^ring  (h^  advanced  period  of  the  .ff^Qn^httv 
might  be  convenient  that  he  (houid.a$>ne9ity  as  may.  "be,  ^ 
the  day  for  the  difp^fSont  at  leail  on  his  .&ft«^[>oiiott.    ,He  >  - 
believed  the  report 'njight  be  printed  and  r^«^y:£()r  de;fiveiy 
oflTliurfciay  next,  andif  fo,  he  fuppofed  Thurfday  le'nnight 
would  not  be  thought  too  early  a  day  for  bn|igjlng  forward 
his  motion.      *  ;  1  ^  *         "" 

A  perfon  from  the  office  x>f  the . chamberlain  of  the  city 
of  London  mefented  the  chamberlain'^  annual  ^Qfi^ni%> 
Ordered  to  he  m  the  table.  x ,  .  ^  .i 

Mr.  Setjtant  Beft,  purfuant  to  notice*  moved  for  leave  ta  \ 
brfnjg  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  fourth  of  his  prefent  majefty,  re.- 
hitfve  to  Ae  privileges  t(  mehibers  or    parliament  lybo^    i 
haYiRg  been  engaged  in  tradc>  optay  becoiQe  infolveht.    Hit' 
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objtd  waft»  to  compel  them  to  appear  in  court  in  fuch  cafes» 
as  well  as  to  give  fecurity  for  their  appearance.  The  former 
aft  obli^d  them  to  the  fecurity,  but  gave  no  means  of 
compelling  tbetr  appearance^    Leave  was-given. 

The  Atnmey  Gentr^  pi^Aiant  to  notice,  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  thea^of  laft  feffioot  for  facilitat- 
ing the  arreft  of  offenders  efcaping  from  one  pait  of  the 
united  kingdom  to  another,  or  from  one  county  to  another. 
He  had  deferred  this  motion  hilherto»  left  it  might  appear* 
if  he  bad  brought  it  forward  earlier,  to  be  a  prejudging  of  a 
cafe  pejading  in  the  courts  of  the  fiilef  kingdom.  That  cafe 
^d  been  decided,  and  therefore  he  felt  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
bring  forward  his  mcafure.  The  object  he  had  in  view,  was 
iimply  to  eaable  a  magiftrat^  in  Ireland  who  might  execute 
a  waq-ant  iifued  by  a  magiftrate  in  England^  to  give  the  fame 
bail  as  if  the  warrant  had  been  iflued  in  that  country,  and 
vice  V€rfu.  l^he  charge  that  he  bad  framed  the  meafure  of 
laft  fcflion  with  a  view  to  bring  Mr.  Juftice  Johnfon  a  pri- 
ibner  to  attead  bis  trial  in  this  country,  would  fall  before  the 
flatemf  ^  of  a.fa6t.  The  bill  had  been  prepared  by  order  of 
the  fecretary  of  ftatc  the  preceding  feflion,  thoMgh,  from  the 
advancc4>ftagc  of  the  feUiont  it  bad  been  deferred  till  laft 
iefIion,'and  be..had  obtained  leave  tobrir^  in  the  bill  fome 
days  previous  to  the  convidiou  of  Mr.  Cobbett;  and  it  was 
not  till  fome  days  after,  when  the  origmal  manufcripts  had 
been  given  up  by  Mr.  Cobbett,  that  Mr*  Juftice  lohnfon 
could  be  confidcifed  as  tte  objedl  of  a  profecution— Leave 
was  given  to  bring  iQ  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fofter  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue 
.th«  a£t  for  appointing  commiflioners  of  inquiry  into  fees 
gjcatuitiesy  per^iiifites^  and  emoluments  in  offices  in  Ireland. 

Col.  Stanley  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. for  pro- 
.yidii^  a  falary  for  the  chairman  of  the  feilion  at  Mancbefter. 
^  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  moved  an  amendment,  that  the  bill 
W  read  a  third  time  that  day  three  montlis.  A  converfatioa 
pafuedj  after  which  a  diyifion  took  place.  . 

For  the  third  reading,        -  •:    : .     115 

Fpr  the  amendment^  ^      .         .23 

.    .  Majority,  92 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pai&d* 
irheChancellor  of  the  Eexchequer  rooved,that  the  mcHage 
of  the  lords  of  Friday  laft  be  jiow  tak^n  into  confideratioo- 
"I'he.  Amotion  was  agreed  to,  as  aifo  a  motion  of  the  Chancel- 
lor 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Uay2i.]  miscella^ou&  •     ^  9sr. 

lor  of  the  Exchequer,  lbat>  purfuant  to  the  ufual  form  oif 
proceeding  in  fucb  cafes,  a  committee  be  ifppdfof^td^dt'aw 
up  an  anfvrer  to  their  lordfhips'  meflligeyand  ihattfae  feleft 
committee  to  wliich  the  papers  reratiitg  Id  the  repairs  of 
the  Romnev  and  SenfibJe  were  referrOd  be  that  committee. 
Colonel  Stanley  brought  up  a  copy- of  the  evidence,  rela- 
ting to  the  Houfe  of  Keys,  in  the  Iflcfof  Man,  takeit  before 
the  committee,  and  the  petition  of  John  Duke  of  Athol.   • 

Mr.  Curwen  moved  that  the  papers  be  printed.  A 
difcufiion  enfued,  which  terminated  in  the  papers  being  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  the  poitponement,  on  the  motion  of 
Eord  Glenbervie,  of  the  further  confideration  of  tlie  repoit 
of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  from  Thurfday  next  to  Wedrftkhiy 
fe'nnighL 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  ^omtnittefe 
appointed  tX>  exanline  which  .twenty-one  names  had  the 
majority  on  the  ballot  for  a  fele^l  committee,  to  iitveftlgat^^ 
the  eleventh  report  of  the  commiffioners  of  naval  incjairy. 
The  following  are  the  gentlemen  chofen. 

Lord  Glenbervie  C.  W.  Wyiiiie,  E(q. 

Geo.  Canning,  Efq.  C:  S.  Hawthorney  ETqv  ^- 

Lord  Henry  Petty  R.  Steele,  Efg.         - 

Robert  Holt  Leigh,  Efq.  C.  M.  Oraifby,  Efq. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Denis  Browne    P.  Patten,  E(q. 
Daniel  Giles,  Eft.  J.  Kingfton>  Efq.'  - 

Mr.  Serjeant  Berf  Sir  .Robert  Vaughaii,  Bart: 

Bragge  Bathorft,  Efq.  M.  P.  Andrews,  Efq. 

B.  Hobhoufe,  Efq.  H.JodreH,  Efq. 

J.  Campbell,  Efq.  Loixl  Binning.  ^         }  '     ' 

S.  Barne,Efq.  ^  -^ 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tVc 
committee  were  ordered  to  meet  the  next  day,  am}  werc:i& 
Yefted  with  the  ufual  powers.  **  '    "  ^ 

After  a  (hort  converfation  between  Sir^y^.  ElforK  the 
Speaker,  and  Mr.  Calcraft,  Sir  W.  Elford  gave  ftoficej^hat. 
he  would  the  next  day  move  that  the  correfpondei^ce  .be- 
tinmen  Lord  Buckinghamlhire,  the  Earl  St.  Vincenf,  and  Sir 
A.  S.  Hamond,  be  referred  to  the  above  committee. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General  the  houfe  went 
iiito  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  ftipendiary 
curate^  bill,  on  the  various  amendments  of  whichj  and  on 
feveral  claufes  introduced  by  the  Attorney  General,  at  conver- 
fation enfued  between  Lord  Porchefter,  Mr.  Burton,  Mr.  I.  H. 
Browae,   Sir   W.  Scott,   Lord  Glenbervie,    the  Attorney 

General, 
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General  Mr«  Fuller,  Mr.  Fellowes,  Mr.  Barham>  Mr.  W^ 
Dickinfon,  and  Mr.  D.  Giddy. — Lord  Porchcfter  declared 
his  intention  of  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  on  the  third 
leading;  which  was  fixed  fur  Thurfday. 

Theboufc  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  adowfoip 
hill.  / 

Mr.  Fellowes  wifhed  foote  limitation  in  the  porchafe  of 
advowfonSy  asotherwife  there  would  foon  be  but  few  grave 
men  left  in  the  univerfities  to  keep  the  young  ones  in  order. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  there  was  more 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  funds  of  the  collets  would  be 
too  {x3fM  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  the  neceuary  advow- 
Ibiis^    r  -. 

Mr?  Burton  coincided  in  the  latter  opinion,  obferving,  that 
thefunds  of  fererai  old  colleges,  aidea  by  legacies,  had  not 
been  fuffident  to  allow  of  advowfons  being  purchafed  for 
half  the  ibllows. 

'  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oi| 
Frklay. 

Mr.  Rofei)rought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
We|t«india  exports  and  imports,  which  was  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecoiid  time  the  next  day. 

Thebouie,  io  a  committee  of  fupply,  came  to  feveral 
refoiutkotu.  for  making  provifion  for  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  miiitia  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland*  The  report  was- 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day« 

The  l>iiblin  paving  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  er« 
dcred  to  be  committed  on  Thurfday. 
:  The  reports  of  the  committees  on  the  ftamp  duty  regula- 
tion bill,  on  the  malt  duty  regulation  bill,  and  on  the  bill 
for  the  regulation  of  the  omce  of  the  paymaiier  general^ 
were  brought  up,  agreed  to,  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be  read 
a.third  time  on  Thurfday.  l^e  Irifli  excife  licence,  bill 
went  through  a  committee,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  the  next  day. 

After  feme  verbal  amendments  the  Irifh  eleftipn  bill  was 
rtad  a  third  time  and  pailed. 

The  poft-horie  farming  duty  bill  was  read  a  fecond  timCt 
and  ordered  to  be  comn^itted  the  next  day. 

.The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  difpofed  Qf,  and 
the  houfe  adjourned. 


•      HOUSE 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

TUESDATy  MAT  28.    , 

A  message  was  brought  from  the  CoourMMM,  xequesting' the 
attendance  of  £ari  St.  Vincent,- Lord ^Vbe^untiSulaioiith,- 
^d  Lord  Harrowby,  before  the  select  committee  of  that 
hou^y  .appointed  to  take  into  comideratioi^  the  devtntk  re* 
poit  of  the  naval  coa^issioners.  : 

The  messengers  w^re  iii^^oro^ed  that  their,  lordships  voold 
return  an  answer  by  a  messenger  of  their  own.    •  .     /   .  ■.     - 

The  bills  on  the  tabte  were  eadi  advanced  a^S^gat  >  i 

£ariSuffhii  ^zin  reverted  to  his  moticm  respecdnjpthck 
amoupt  of  sums  of  money  drawn  frpm  the  West  Indies^Mt 
t^  treasury.  It  was  pbjected  to  the  motion  wkdn^&eti&st. 
brought  it  forward,  that  it  embraced  too  etteinivela  pimodaf. 
time,  and  a  tdo  geeat  vsariety  of  papers,,  which  it  www  beem^. 
barrassing  and  difficult  to  prepare;  while  the  pn^otibo  of 
them  was  not  likely  to  answer  s^ny  essential  purpose. .  He  should 
npw,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  obviate  these  objections  by  cDo^ 
fbsing  his  readiness  to  limit  the  period  till  tahe  i^  of  lanoary 
18049  and  the  sums-  drawn  for  t&.  one  thousand  pvionb  ^'and 
upwsffds.  u      ....'•..• . 

JL^d  Ha'wiesiatry  sadd  that,  in  objecting  tottbti^nuMbn  as 
formerly  made  by  the  noble  earU  it  was  by.  noineansliMtWish 
to  deprive  tl^hbuse^  0^  the  infarmation^calUdfor,'WBre  it 
practicable  to  obtain  it,  or  wsere  it  likely  that,  when  obtataed» 
St  could  answier  any  useful  )[^ttrpese,  While  it  was  ceiitaHtUtouist 
create  much  embarrassment -and  inconvenience  10  tUe.poUic 
offices  where  the  acooums  were  to  be  prepansdw :;  He  Bad 
not  himself  the' superintendance  of  these  offices)  but* upon 
inquiry  he  had  learned,  that  the  motion  as  it  frst-itQpd  wbukl 
be  productive  of  much  inconvenience^  4nd  he  conceived  that' 
inconveniepce  would  bo  still  further  increased,  were  the  niotbn 
to  be  acceded  t6  in  its  present  shape.  The  busines»was  at* 
re^y  in  a  train  of  preparation,  in  compliance  with  the  noble ' 
lord's  first  motion ;  and  it  woidd  occasion  much  less  embar- 
rassment, if  the  first  motion  of  the  noble  earl  were  adheivd « 
to,  than  if  he  pressed  his.  motion  in  its  new  form. 

Eart  Suffolk  disclaimed  any  intention  or  disposition  of  erdft^ 
ting  unnecessary  trouble  to  atiy  department  of  government. 
He  had  sat  in  parliament  nearly  twenty*five  yeat^  and  this-* 
was  only  the  second  time  he  had  moved  for  any  papers.    His . 
first  motion  was  made  about  three  years  ago,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  lay  before  the  house  an  account  of  tbe  iMrodiice 

Vot.IILi8c|.  N  of 
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of  the  sale  of  old  naval  stores  in  Great  Britain.  The  mo* 
tion  was  then  acceded  to,  bnt  the  accounts  had  never  yet 
been  produced*  He  should  repeat  that  motion  this  night, 
but  he  should  first  ildvcrt  to  the  motives  upon  which  he 
grounded  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  motion  he  had 
before  alluded  to.  It  appeared  to  him  (indeed  he  had  it 
from  the  best  authority)  that  much  abuse  existed  in  the  man^ 
ner  in  wliich  bills  from  the  West  Indies  on  the  treasury  were 
paid.  In  proof  of  the  existence  of  that  abuse,  he  could  cite 
the  authority  of  the  principal  West  India  merchants  in  this 
country,  or  even  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  shculd! 
such  be  their  lordshi}>s'  pleasure,  to  .corroborate  and  substan- 
tiate his  assertions  respecting  the  abuse  he  aUuded  to.  He 
would  now  content  himself  with  adducing  one  instance  from 
a  great  number  of  others,  in  which  a  West  India  merchant 
held  bills  of  that  kind  on  the  treasury ;  they  wer^  drawn  at 
Bixty^ne  days,  and  when  they  became  due,  he  presented 
them  for  payments  Instead  of  receiving  the  cash  as  he  ex- 
pected, accommodation  bilh  were  offered  at  sixty-one  days 
further,  bearing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent.  This  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  usual  practice,  but  the  merchant  whom  he  had 
in  his  eyc^  pleaded  the  necessity  he  was  under  of  paying  very 
hCiivy  bills  that  pressed  upon  him,  and  that  he  could  not  keep 
up  his  credit,  unless  his  just  demand  on  the  treasury  was 
ponctuaHy  paid.  The  5  per  cent,  interest  could  be  of  little 
moment  to  him  under  such  circumstances,  he  must  therefore 
persist  in  peremptorily  insisting  on  immediate  payment,  other- 
wise he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  protesting  the  bills. 
The  treasury  at  first  demurred ;  but  seeing  the  firmness  of 
the  merchant's  resolution,  they  gave  him  an  order  for  the 
money.  It  was  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  such  an  abuse. 
The  individual  suffered  the  inconvenience  of  the  first  in- 
stance ;  and  the  public  were  next  saddled  with  the  additionaF 
burthen  of  the  5  per  cent,  interest  for  the  additional  sixty-one 
days. 

The  Marquis  of  Sligo  observed,  that  the  bills  in  question 
were  usually  drawn  at  ninety'k)ne  days,  and  not  at  sixty-one. 

Aftera  fiiw  observations  from  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  noble 
earl  withdrew  his  second  motion)  and  permitted  the  first  to 
remain  as  it  originally  stood. 

Earl  SuSblk  then  moved  for  the  acc6unt  of  the  produce  of 
the  sale  of  old  naval  stores ;  but  limited  the  period  from  the 
1st  December  1802,  till  the  ^st  December  1804.  It  was 
agreed  to. 

A  conversatioa 
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A  conversation  next  arose  on  the  subject  of  the  Pancrw  ♦ 
Tj^try  bill.     The  commktal  of  the  bill  stood  for  Thursday 
next ;  but  Lord  Suffolk  wished'  that  order  might  be  dischar-o 
ged,  and  another  made  out  for  a  more  distiint  day }  Wedncs-  . 
day  se'nnighty  sliould  that  day  moet  their  lordships'  pleasure. 

This  suggestion  was  objected  to  by  the  Earl  of  Wcstmor- 
landy  the  Bishop  of  St*  Asaph*  Lord  Auckland,  and  some 
other  noble  peers ;  when  it  was  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  West- 
morland, that  the  btU  be  committed  on  Friday  next.  1  his 
proposal  being  acquiesced  tn. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday  he 
should  submit  a  motion  to  the  housci  which>  if  acceded  to, 
must  prove  £ital  to  the  bill. 

JUDGE  FOX. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  tlicn  came  forward,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, to  submit  a  motion  to  ^heir  lordships  respe/cting  the 
place  and  manner  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Fox  should  be  al- 
lowed to  attend  the  discussion  on  matters  that  concerned  him, 
or  even  enter  upon  his  defence  and  justification,  sjbould  that 
learned  gentleman  deem  it  fit  and  expedient  so  to  do.  He 
had  taken  much  pains  to  inquire  into  precedents  to  regulate 
what  he  shoyid  propose  on  the  present  occasion^  but  he 
<onld  not  meet  with  one  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  exactly 
in  point.  Much  difficulty  arose  in  his  mind  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  spiritual  peers  from  Ireland  were  sum^ioned 
to  attend  parliament.  There  was  also  a  case  of  th^  attendance  - 
of  Scotch  judges,  who  were  called  upon  by  the  house  in  the 
year  i  fS^  to  deliver  their  opinion  upon  certain  points  to  the 
house.  The  Scotch  judges  at  that  time  did  not  stand  in  the 
same  predicament  as  the  learned  gentleman  now  concerned, 
and  therefore  their  case  could  not  apply  to  the  present.-^He 
felt  much  for  the  situation  of  the  learned  gentleman ;  and  he 
was  convinced  that  every  possible  mark  of  respect  and  regard 
should  be  paid  to  him  by  the  house.  But  from  the  prece- 
dents which  he  had  consulted,  he  was  directed  to  think  that 
the  learned  gentleman  could  not  well  sit  on  such  an  occasion 
in  the  body  of  that  house,  but  that  a  chair  should  be  prepared 
fw  him  below  the  bar,  and  that  every  proper  instruction 
should  be  given  by  the  learned  lord  who  sat  on  the  woolsack,  • 
or  the  noble  lord  who  presided  at  the  table  in  committees  of 
the  house,  that  the  learned  gentleman  should  experience 
every  possible  mark  and  indication  of  respect  which  the  house 
^Quld  afford  bis  appearance  below  the  bar.    It  was,^  in  his 

N  2  opLTi^n,^ 
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opinion^  to  bi:  left  to  the  option  of  that  learned  person,  whe* 
thcr  he  should  attend  in  hisjodici^l  robes  or  .not«  The 
learned  ^lord,  after'  further  elucidations  of  the  case,  con« 
ckided  with  a  motion  for  the  appearance  o/  the  learned  lord  m 
achatr  below  the  bar. 

Lord  Auckland  differed  somewhat  in  opinion. from  the  learn-- 
cd  lord,  and  conceived  it  to  be  in  the  spuit  of  the  act  of  union, 
that  the  learned  judges  of  Ireland  should  be  treated  as  the 
judges  of  this  country,  who  attended  as  peers  in  that  house. 

Lord  Carleton  seemed  inclined  to  adopt  the  same  opinion, 
and  was  proceeding  to  enforce  and  illustrate  the  reasons  on 
Vhidi  he  thought  it  might  be  supported,  when  his  lordship 
was  suddenly  seized  with  a  dizziness  or  a  £iinting  fit,  which 
obliged  liim  to  sit  down. 

^uch  anxiety  and  attention  were  immediately  exerted  by- 
the  noble  lords  near  him  to  afford  every  assistance  and  relief 
and,  after  a  few  minutes,  he  was  enabled  to  withdraw,  and  was 
conveyed  home. 

-The  house,  after  a  short  pause,  put  off  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  question  till  Thursday,  and  then  adjourned  till 
that  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   MAY  28. 

Mr.  Brooke  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
woollen  manufacture ;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  H.  Lasccllcs,  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday  se'nnight. 

'  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Glenbervie,  a  message  was  ordered 
to  be  sefit  to  the  lords,  requesting  their  Idrdships  wbiild  give 
leave  to  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  the  earl  of  St.  Vincent, 
and  Lord  Viscount  Sidmouth,  to  attend  the  select  committee 
oh  the  eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry, 
for  the  purpote  of  being  examined. 

'  Mr.  ulover,  from  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  pre- 
sented an  account  of  the  quantity  of  com  imported.  Into  the 
port  of  London,  j^rsuant  to  an  order  of  the  house. 

Mr*  P.  Moore  gave  notice,  that,  on  Thursday  next,  he  would 
move,  that  the  petition  which  he  presented  in  March  last,  from 
the  calico  printers,  be  taken  into  consideration. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  bouse  went  into  a 
committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  enabling  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant  of  Ireland  to  grant  a  ,  certain  sumjQUt  of  the  coosoU* 
dated  fund  for  the  purpose  of  paving  the  city  of  Dublin.  In 
the  covLmitteer  twenty  thousand  pounds  was  ijie-si^n  voted  at 
necessary.  The  house  being  resumed^  the  repent  was  ordeced 
to  be  receiyed  on  Thursday  next*  .^^>      s 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  expiring  laws  vas  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  a  committee,  of  the  wh^le  .house  on 
Thursday  nexti 

The  free  port  bill  was  read  a  second  time>  and  ordered  to 
.  be  committed  on  Thursday. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  act  ito^ 
posing  a  duty  on  woollens  exported  to  the  East  Indies?     - 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  who  observed  that  thcduty* 
operated  very  injuriously  on  our  woollen  manu£a$:ture>  thd 
committee  came  to  a  resolution  that  in  their  opinion  the  duty 
should  cease.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  jpeceived  on 
Thursday. 

Mr.  Rose  gave  notice^  that,  on  Thursday  next,  he  shoudd 
move  that  the  house  go  into  a  committee  on  the  act  relative  to 
.the  southern  whak  fishery. 

Mr.  Vanslttart  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  administration  of  the  oB^ce  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  prevention  of  fdonies  within  the  district  of  Dublin. 

Sir  Giorgi  Hi/l—'SiTf  I  shall  best  explain  the  nature  of  the 
motion  wluch  it  is  my  intention  to  offer  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house,  by  reading  the  words  of  the  motion  itself,  and  I 
am  not  without  a  hope  that,  when  I  shall  accompany  the  state- 
ment of  it  by  a  few  observations  which  I  shall  take,  the  Itbeity 
of  making,  the  Irish  secretary  (Mr.  Vansittart)  may  be  induced 
to  give  me  such  explanation  and  assurance  on  the  subject  of  it, 
as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  urge  the  production  of 
the  documents  it  requires.  The  motion  is  for  an  account  of 
dilapidations  done  to  the  see  house  of  Derry  by  the  troops,,  up 
to  the  period  of  the  appointment  of  the  present  bishops  as  e^ 
timated  by  order  of  government.  Also  an  account  of  the  sum 
or  sums  of  moi^ey  agreed  to  be  paid  by  government  to  the 
present  bishop,  when  they  repossessed  themselves,  of  the  see 
hous^  as  a  permanent  accommodation  for  the  troops.  I  am 
impelled  by*  a  sense  of  public  duty  in  the  ilrst  instance, 
and  iy  a  motive  of  private  friendship  in  the  second  instance,'' 
to  bnhg  this  transaction  to  public  notice.-  Duty  induces  fhe 
to  urge,  that  so  important  a  diocese  as  Derry,  both  from  ex- 
^unt  and  value^  should  not  be  left  without  a  fit  and  sufiicient 
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residence  for  Its  bishop.  The  present  mansion  was,  in  the 
absence  of  the  late  bishop,  Lord  Bristol,  who  had  been  many 
years  abroad,  of  cupied  by  order  of  government  by  his  ma- 
jesty*s  troops,  in  the  year  1 796,  of  which  they  kept  possession 
until  the  present  bishop  was  appointed  to  the  see.  He,  as  was 
Iiis  duty,  ^epossesed  himself  of  the  see  house ;  government 
agairt  desired  to  have  it ;  the  present  bishop  could  not  oppose 
them,  as  he  knew  they  could  take  it  under  the  authority  of  an 
act  passed  two  years  ago.  He  therefore  yielded,  stipulating  for 
a  sum  of  money  adequate  to  its  value,  towards  building  a  new 
mansion-house  for  the  diocese.  In  carrying  this  into  effect, 
there  have  been  some  difficulties  started ;  I  shall  not  impute 
blame  to  any  quarter,  but  am  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  the 
diurdi  generally,  and  of  the  diocese  of  Dcrry  in  particular, 
require  that  there  should  not  be  any  delay  in  enabling  the  pre- 
sent bishop  to  be  suitably  accommodated  to  hfs  rank  j  nor 
would  it  be  fitting  or  decorous  that  he  should  be  forced,  or 
indeed  permitted  to  re-occupy  as  a  bishop's  palace,  what  has  ' 
now  been  for  so  many  years  the  common  barracks  of  regiment 
after  regiment,  and  subjected  to  all  the  consequent  scenes  of  mi- 
litary residence.  Decency  on  this  point  ought  to  rouse  the  at- 
tention of  ministers  to  get  rid  of  any  etiquette  or  obstacle  in. 
point  of  form,  or  claimed  right  to  interference,  that  may  im- 
pede for  a  moment  this  measure.  We  capnot  at  present  af: 
ford  to  give  cause,  or  even  colour  of  cause^  for  sneering  at  or 
censuring  any  thing  which  relates  to  the  interests  of  tlie  church* 
On  the  second  ground,  private  friendship  to  the  reverend  pre- 
late (than  whom  there  doe$  not  exist  a  more  zealous,  dignified, , 
or  excellent  divine)  induces  me  to  lay  the  ground  of  complet- . 
ing  this  transaction  in  one  mode  or  the  other.  He  has  no  pri- 
vate view  or  interest  to  gratify  j  on  the  contrary,  he  will  ne- 
cessarily be  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  annual  loss,  by  advancing 
a  hrgesum  to  perfect  a  liew  residence  ;  in  consenting  to  which  . 
he  must  have  it  understood  and  expressed,  that  he  yields  to  the 
convenience  of  the  public.  He  likewise  expects,  as  in  justice 
he  has  a  right  to  daim,  that  he  shall  be  treated  as  liberally  as 
circumstances  will  admit.  He  has  been  forced  to  procure  a 
temporary  residence  at  a  very  great  expence,  and  is  willing  to 
sacrifice  much  for  the  benefit  of  his  diocese  and  successors,  but 
in  rrturn  expects  the  kindest  treatment  and  due  credit  for  his 
self-disinterested  motives.  What  I  have  stated  I  vouch  from, 
personal  knowledge,  but  without  any  authority  for  so  doing 
from  the  reverend  prelate  in  question.     If  the  secretary  for 
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Ireland  assures  me  the  measure  shall  be  completed  early  next 
$cssioQ>  and  admits  the  grounds  oft  which  it  is  to  take  effect,  I 
shall  not  press  my  motion. 

Mr.  Vansittart  bore  ample  testimony  to  the  facts  as  stated  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  to  the  worth  and  disinterested  conduct  of 
the  present  bishop,  and  pledged  himself  tliat  the  measure 
shoal  J9  on  the  part  of  government,  be  completed,  and  a. bill 
to  ratify  and  arrange  it  be  submitted  to  parliament  early  in  the 
next  session,  which  nothing  but  some  legal  difHculties  had  im- 
peded for  the  present.  ' 

Sir  George  Hill,  in  consequence  of  this  admission  and  en- 
gagement, withdrew  his  motion. 

Lord  Glenbervie  informed  the  house  that  the  lords,  on  re- 
ceiving the  message  requesting  the  attendance  of  the  three 
noote  lords  before  a  committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  had 
stated  their  intentions  of  returning  an  answer  by  a  messenger 
of  their  own. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Irish  license  bill  was 
brought  up  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish  excise  and 
custom-house  officers  bill. 

Mr.  /'Itzg^ald  o^oscd  it  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  created 
an  additional  and  unnecessary  expence  at  a  time  when  every 
such  expence  ought  cautiously  to  be  avoided.  It  increased  pa- 
tronage. Though  a  commissioner  could  not  himselJF  sit  in 
parliament,  his  father,  his  son,  or  his  brother,  was  eligibje# 
At  a  period  like  the  present,  when  the  means  of  taxation  were 
so  exhausted  that  the  right  hon.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
for  Ireland  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  a  tax 
that  had  been  formerly  repealed  by  the  Irish  parliament,  it  be- 
came doubly  expedient  to  guard  against  a  waste  of  the  public 
money.  When  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  now  filled  the 
chair  of  the  house  of  commons  was  secretary  in  Ireland,  he 
had  proposed  several  regulations  in  the  offices  of  the  revenue^ 
which,  had  they  been  acted  upon,  would,  he  was  convinced, 
have  produced  the  happiest  effi^ct  j  but  the  increase  of  com« 
missioners  was  not  one  of  those  measures,  and,  had  that  in«> 
crease  been  necessary,  it  would  scarcely  have  escaped  the  dis- 
cernment of  that  right  hon.  gentleman.'  On  all  these  ac- 
counts he  should  move  that  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair. 

^Mr.  Foster  replied  to  the  observations  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, so  far  from  the  present  measure  not  being  expedient,  it  was 
ah«olutely  necessary  for  the  proper  collection  of  the  revenue  ; 
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•"•nd  the  expencc  would^be  attiply  repaid  by  the  increase  6£  re* 

venue  that  ipjAst  follow*    In  iwZy  inthe.reigo  of  Charies  II. 

^d^e^nupberigTcoi^D^  was  fixed  at  that.^:<rhich  it  now 

^flaii3s, .  SQveii  fox  ,thc,iCUstoms  and  fivc'ibr  die  OM^is^  i  ,3*5*. 

co)lil4  jt  be  s&Id  t&at  the^  addition  of"  twq  to  the  lasunientionoi. 

'depaftmpnt  wa$  an  eijorinoiis  addition  ?  He  d^iied  that  be  bad 

-  beJh' obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  renewal  of  the  hearth  tax« 
*!f7Lis  insinuation  had>  &e  i^new,  been  thrown  out  in  Ireland  for. 
tTi6  purpqse  of  exciting  the  lower  orders  to  discontent  i  but  it 
was  unfounded. ' 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr,  Fitzgerald,  and  some  obser- 

'  vdtipns  by  5ir  h  Newport  and'fifr.  Ormsby  in  fevour  of  the 
tiiir,  and  DjCMr.  Latouche  against  it,  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  nootion 
^as  put  and.negatived ;  the  bill  paissed  thrpugh  the  committee^ 
iri3  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Thursday. 

,Mr.  R.  Dundas>  adverting  to  the  notice  given  the  preced- 
ing 6venii>g  ^Y  an  hon.  gentleman  not  now  in  his  place  (Mr. ' 
Whitbrea^,'^of  a  motion  for  an  impeachment  of  Lord  McU 
villdi  intrmai^edj^'tKiit^in  the  evept  of  Lord  Melville's  wishing 
to  be  heard  in  person  before  the  house  in  justification  of  kis 
tonduct'  (which  wish  he  had  no  doubt  he  would  express),  he. 
shoutd,  on  the  same  day,  submit  a  niotion  to  the  house,  that 
Lord  Melville  be  allowed  so  to  be  heard. 

A  message  from  the  lords  acquainted  thq  house  that  their 
lordships  had  ^^^ef^  ^^  ^^^>  ^i^^  ^^^  rendering  permanent  the 
d6ties  pn  wine,  the  commissioners  of  militairy  inquiry  bill,  the 
eommissroners  of  naval  inquiry  bill,  and  the  property  tax  bill  % 
tii^  three  last  mentioned  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
{ticf  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  commons. 
^  The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  was  brought  up, 
algreed  to,  aiid'  bills  ordered  in  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
thereof.  ... 

"*iSir  J.  B.  wari-eh  presented  a  petition  from  the  governors, 
&c.  of  the  naval  asylum,  praying  for  the  aid  o/  pariiaAient,  to 
cTarVy  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the  institution^ 
•'Mr.  Pierfepoht  and  Mr.  Wilberforce  expriissjcd  their  hope 
tnat'an  institution  so  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  .the  house  and 
c8Qiftry,  would  receive  that  public  support,  without  which  it 
snust  fall  ^o  the  ground.  The  Is^tter  gentleman,  wished  that 
the  beilcHts  of  the  establishment;"  sliould  be  extended  to^he 
chtldreii  of  common  mariners  as  well  as  of  officers.  It  wasbot 
jilSt,  that  while  these  brave  men  were  fighting  the  battles  of 
their  country,  the  gratitude  of  that  country  should  be  she\7n  in 
the  care  and  education  of  their  offspring. 
— ^-     •  ^  The 
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Thepetition  was  then  refierred  to  st  commHtee* 

Sir  W .  Elford  having  been  given  to  understandi  thtft  the 
papers,  respecting  which  he  had  the  preceding  night  expressed 
bis  intention  of  making  a  motioili  had  been  akeaay  sent  for  by 
the  committee  on  the  eleventh  report,  trithdrewhis  notice* 

Cbhnel  Craufufd  asked  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
trhether  or  not  he  had  any  intention  in  the  present  session,  of 
bringing  forward  any  proposition  for  the  increase  and  iifipfove'^ 
tnent  of  the  regular  army ;  a  measure  which  seemed  to  him  so 
necessary,  that  unless  it  were  adoptedi  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged  could  never  be  brought  to 
a  favourable  conclusion,  tf  the  right  hon.  gentleihan  did  not 
mean  to  do  so,  he  should  certainly  feel  it  his  duty  to  make  t 
motion  to  that  efibcti 

The  Chancellor  of  the  SfCihequer  observed,  that  M  he  had  not 
9cen  the  gallant  colonel  In  his  place  for  some  time,  he  was  per<- 
haps  not  aware  that  a  measure  of  the  tendency  which  he  allude 
edto,  had  already  been  adopted  by  the  house  i  he  meant  the 
increase  of  the  regular  army,  by  permitting  volunteering  from 
the  militia,  which  he  was  happy  tb  understand  wias  attended 
with  the  greatest  success,  and  which  appeared  to  hintto  rendei^ 
any  other  mode  unnecesciary. 

Coknei  Ctaufurdt  although  he  had  been  prevented  by  cit* 
cumstanc^  from  attending  bis  duty  in  parliament,  was  not  so 
completely  ignorant  of  f heir  proceedings  as  not  to  be  informed 
of  the  measure  which  the  right  hon*  gentleman  stated  to  bavd 
neen  carried  into  execution.  |t  was  a  mealsure  which  he  had 
himself  suggested  last  session,  and  which,  as  far  as  it  went^ 
snet  with  Hs  unqualified  approbation,  but  still  it  was  only  t 
temporary  resource,  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 
He  should  therefore,  at  nb  very  distant  period,  submit  to  thtf 
house'a  motion  relative  to  the  state  of  the  regular  armjr. 

The  Attorney  General  brought  in  a  bill  for  rendering  more 
easy  the  apprehension  of  felons>  and  their  conveyance  from 
Mit  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another,  which  was  read  a  fih< 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  second  time  oo 
Thursday  next. 

*  Mr.  Jeffery  gave  notice,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  papers 
moved  for  by  an  hon.  admiral,  he  should  make  a  motion  oa 
Thursday  for  several  additional  papers  relative  to  the  naval 
service.        '      ' 

PUfZE  COURTS  BItt. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  taking  the  report 
(tf  the  prize  courts  bill  into  further  consideration,  and  it  wa^ 
Vol.  III.  1805.  ^  '(         moT64r 
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xnoTcd)  that,  ^hebill  be  recommitted*    Upon  the  question 
being  putj 

Sir  Cbarie/  A/?  objected  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair; 
He  thought  that  the  bill' was  improperly  called  "  A  bill  fof 
the  encouragement  of  seamen,  and  the  bettor  manning  his 
majest/s  navy  j'*  and  expressed  his  opinion,  that  the  title  of 
**  A  bill  for  the  better  encouragement  of  Doctors'  Cainmons,** 
would  have  been  more  appropriate.  The  idea  of  makidg  seamen 
pay  for  the  production  of  accounts,  and  in  other  instances 
p6inted  out  in  the  bill,  he  thought  highly  reprehensible.  The 
provision  which  was  to  compel  wounded  and  maimed  seamen 
to  pay  the  expcnces  of  proceeding  in  other  cases,  was,  in  his 
opinion,  still  more  liable  to  censure  than  any  other  part  of  the 
bill.  The  number  of  proctors  ought  to  be  increased,  and  the 
fees  ough£  to  be  considerably  diiAinished ;  but  according  to 
the  present  bill^  the  charges  made  by  the  proctor  would  very 
improperly  be  to  be  taxed  by  the  register,  who  would  be  in- 
terested in  the  excess  of  the  charge  complained  of.  ITierc 
were  880  causes  which  went  throng  the  hands  of  one  per- 
son in  the  course  of  last  war,  and,  at  what  was  an  estimate  ra** 
ther  below  the  general  run  of  charges  in  prize  suits,  at  75I. 
eachj  this  would  amount  to  66,oool.  This  was  a  proof  that 
the  expence  was  enormous  on  the  captors  ;  and  when  it  was 
considered  that  at  the  lattei^  end  of  the  last  war  there  was  at 
onetime  an  accumulation  of  more  than  4ooo.undectded ap- 
peal causes^  it  must  be  evident  that  some  alteration  was  want- 
ing to  be  made  in  the  mode  of  administering  justice  in  the 
courts  to  which  the  bill  referred.  It  was  far  from  his  wish  to 
impute  any  thing  improper  to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
opposite  to  him  (Sir  W.  Scott),  as  he  Was  convinced,  from 
long  observance  of  his  conduct,  that  he  had  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  towards  advancing  the  interests  of  British  sea-* 
men :  but  his  own  attachment  to  the  service,  and  the  want  of 
such  provisions  in  the  bill  as  he  thought  were  Icmg  wasting* 
had  induced  him  to  say  what  he  did«  He  therefore  should 
think  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Jaffies  Martin  thanked  the  hon.  member  for  having 
made  the  observations  which  he  had  then  delivered,  and  be- 
lieved that  his  sentiments  were  those  of  the  public. 

Sir  J.  Nichotl  combated  the  observations  of  Sir  C.  Pole.  They 
consisted  of  a  whole  string  of  assertions  withotkt  a  single  prooCr 
The^eater  part  of  the  hill  was  similar  to  former  bills  on  the 
same  subject,  and  wliat  was  new  would  be  highly  useful.  It 
was  neither  the  interest  of  the  captors  nor  of  the  country  ta 
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increase  the  number  of  king's  proctors,  nor  could  any  fair  rea- 
son be  assign^  for  such  an  infringement  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive. Applications  were  frequently  made  by  claimant?  to  the 
executive  govcrnincnt  to  know  why  captures  had  taken  place, 
or  why  delays  existed  in  the  judgments  on  them;  and  it  would 
be  extremely  inconvenient.wcre  government  obliged  to  inquire 
from  a  variety  of  proctor^,  before  they  could  give  the  neces- 
sary answer.  It  was  equally  serviceable  to  captors  to  restrict 
the  number  to  one,  as  was  now  the  case.  No  greater  charge 
was  made  by  the  lung's  proctor  than  by  any  other;  and  as  it 
vvas  well  known  that  a  great  part  of  the  enemy's  commerce 
nvas  carried  on  in  neutral  bottoms,  he  was  frequently  enabled, 
by  a  comparison  of  the  different  papers  in  his  possession,  ta 
detect  attempts  to  impose  French  property  as  neutral,  an  ad- 
vantage which  the  captors  would  be  deprived  of  were  the  bu- 
siness divided  among  s^everal.  In  the  case  of  the  present 
proQtor,  he  had,  on  being  appointed  eight  or  ten  months  ago, 
relinquished  all  the  cases  of  claimants  which  were  entrusted 
to  him,  and  from  that  day  to  this  had  not  only  derived  no 
emolument  from  them^  but  had  even  abstained  from  recom* 
mending  any  other  proctor  to  his  former  clients,  lest  he  might 
be  supposed  to  liave  an  interest  remaining.  After  this  liberal 
behaviour  would  it  be  feir  to  divest  him  of  that  which  induced 
hiix^  to  give  up  his  former  employment  ?  Certainly  not.  With 
regard  to  the  emoluments  of  the  situation,  the  h9n.  baronet 
1^4  Qiistated  or  misappreKended  then).  Three-fourths,  or  per-: 
haps  four-fifths  of  the  money  said  by  him  to  be  received  by, 
the  king's  pr^ctor^  never  came  into  his  pocket,  but  was 
appropriated  to  various  necessary  ei^pences.  If  he  charged 
more  than  he  ought,  he  was  liable  to  have  his  bill  •  taxed 
^}y  the  register.  **  But,"  says  the  honourable  admiral,  "  the 
register  is  int^erested,  he  has  ^  fellow  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject." It  was  abominable  thus  to  scatter  about  vague  in- 
sinuatjops,  unsupported  by  a  shadow  of  proof;  but,  besides^ 
tbere  was  an  appeal- from  the  register  to  the  judge,  on  whom 
th^  hon-  adnjiral  himself  would,  he  believed,  hot  venture  to  cast 
any  imputatipq^  Neither  the  house  nor  the  country  had 
ever  been  wanting  in  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  navy; 
and  they  ought  not  to  be  induced  to  suppose,  tbat  they  vjrcrc 
made  the  objects  of  plunder  and  prey  by  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  protect  them.  The  expcnces  attending  the  adjudication 
of  cases  in  the  admiralty  court  were  unavoidable,  unless  wc 
followed  tl^e  example^f  the  Algerines,  and  at  once  condemned 
^yery  vessel  that  wji?  seized  by  our  cruizers,  without  incjuiry 
«^ .  O  a  or 
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(bT  i&vesdgttioh.  The  th^rg^tor  .the  traoslatHnk'  of  pupen 
we^  not  higher  than  was.warhiiitedsp^rticuUrly  f<>rih.e  trant- 
lation'of  Spanish  p£ipers,as  it  was  dimcult  to  meet- vithpersoni 
in  this  country  sufficiently  sjulled  in  that  laoguage,  to  be  com* 
petent  to  the  task  of  faithfuOy  interpreting  it,  Aft^r  all>  the 
jtxpences  of  the  proctor  can^  only  to  alxiut  as.  in  the  lool, 
which  was  surely  no  very  great  sum»  The  learned  gentleoian 
expatiated  on  these  points,  and  contended  that  the  bill  was 
fraught  with  benefit  to  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  serve. 
It  compelled  agents  to  give  full  security  for  the  performance 
of  their  trust.  It  provided  that  the  money  should  be  takc^ 
out  of  their  hands  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  deposited  in  the 
piiblic  funds.  It  enabled  captors  to  compel  the  agents  to  do 
their  duty,  and  in  case  of  the  absence  or  negligence  of  the  cap- 
tors it  gave  the  trustees  of  Greenwich  hospital  (who  were  in- 
terested in  the  event)  similar  power.  In  short,  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  conceive  a  bill  more  perfect,., or  better  calculated 
to  secure  the  objects  for  which  it  had  been  framed. 

Sir  C.  Pole  J  in  explanation,  professed  much  respect,  for  the 
]>ersops  in  offices  connected  with  the  prize  joc)i^i)^¥ite..  Bu|r 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  recurrence ,  of  what  had 
mlready  Happened. ;/  "    j 

Sir  J.  B,  Warren  said  a  few  words^Jb^t  in  so.low  a  tone  of 
voice  that  we  could  not  cciUect  the  purport  of.  jiKhat  was  said 
by  him.  .  . 

Admiral  Marjtham  approved  of  the  general  tei^dency  of  the 
bill,  but  was  of  opinion  that  there  were  other  partji  of  it  which 
were  very  liable  to  objection.  It  was  wropg  that  the  gover« 
nor  of  Greenwich  hospital  and  the  treasurer  of  the  navy 
should  have  the  power  of  giving  what  they  {leased  (^  those 
under  them,  and  that  the  public  should  h^ye  to  bear  what 
was  laid  on  at  their  pleasure  \  and  yet  this  woitld.be.theeonse* 
quence  of  having  a  board  to  sit  at  GreenwkflLhespital,  for  the 
jpayment  of  prize  money.  Seamen  were  abo  difipesed  to  irre« 
gularitiesfrom  their  habits  of  life,  and  the  as^eoiiblipg  a  num^ 
ber  of  seamen  at  Greenwich  miffht  be  detrimental  to  the  goo4 
order  of  the  hospital.  The  omcera  of  the  dock-yards  were 
^Iso  very  improj^Iy  to  be  appointed  agents  in  the  eutports^ 
as  they  had  aheady  a  sufficient  quantity  of  business  on  theip 
hands.  [Mr.  Pitt  apd  Sir  W.  Scott  podded  assent^  and  said 
across  the  table  that  th^t  should  be  altered.3 
,  Sir  W.  Seait  defended  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  obs^rved^ 
jihat  the  objections  made  to  it  were  more  proper  for  a  com-  -. 
mittec*    But  such  reflections  aa  were  throvii  ufon  courts 

Pi 
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^«f  justice  th^it  evening  ought  not  to  be  m^  u^qCxsa^igHt;^ 
gtoonde.    It'tras  an' impuuripn  on  both  tl^qi^c^^iij^Q  £Baau:4»v 
and  tho^  who  admltint&'dd  the  laws,  to  s^y^.  %i^t  th^  mteixsts. 
of  (tamen  were  neglected ;  and,  if  he  had.'said  3Q  himsdi  ^of 
that  hon.  gentlemss,  he  should  ha^t^  VP^^  reflcctipn  chong}^^ 
tbat  he  did  him  an  Injustice,    ft  Was  ^sdntial  tp  the  lionour<«^ 
able  character  of  the  country,  fliat  the  character ,oC  coqrfc^v 
of  justice  that  had  to  administer  not  Only  to  our  ownKSubje^tSt 
bat  to  those  of  foreign  states,  should  be  preserved  inviolate  ^  > 
but  declarations  such  as  he  heard  would  have  a  tendency,  to 
injure  them  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations.    If  there  were  any  ^ 
Improprieties  in  the  members  of  those  courts  v^hich  v*er^^ 
spoken  of,  the  courts  themselves  would  be  ready  to  chastise  ^ 
their  officers. 

jidmirai  Berkeley  approved  of  the  principle  and  the  provisions, 
of  the  bill,  with  some  rescirve  of  modification  in  the  commit* 
tee.  He  defended  his  hon.  friend  now'  absent  on  service 
(Admiral  Cochrane),  who  had  only  stated  facts. 

&V  Charles  Pole  offered  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  an 
observation  made  oii  a  former  day,  that  the  state  of  the  navy 
was  not  what  kshotUd  be.  ,       ,    / 

Doctw  Laurerice  thought  the  bill  very  far-^roi|x  (;a)cu)ated 
to  promote  the  interest  of  Poctors  Commons,  except  that 
large  ititerest  which  every  member  of ^tha^^dOurt  took  ifi  the,, 
honour  and  character  of  the  country.  ' 

The  question  for  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  ^was  then 
pat  and  carried.  ^  •     -^ 

Mr.  Johnstone  thought  it   neccs^y,  before  t^ve  Speaker 
should  leave  the  chair,  to^  recommend  an  instruction  to  this 
committee  to  make  some  provision  for  the  more  speedy  deterr 
mination  of  cases  of  appeal^    He  adverted  to  the  iiuipber  of 
decisions  of  the  vice«-admiralty  courts  in  the  last  war. '  Of  the 
3  iB  decisfeifii  of  this  kind,  259  had  been  immediately  ireversef!. , 
He  allowiedatt  possible  merit  to  the  diligence  of  the  right  hon^  , 
gentlematii  ophite  (Sir'  W.  Scott)  by  means  of  which  an  aic-^/. 
cumulatioa  of  appeals,  to  1000  beginning  at  tjb^  conclusi«fi  o^^ 
the  American  Wal',  and'ccmsequently  increasing  du^iag  It Jip  ^ 
last  war,  Wo^gradasdly  reduced,  and  now  altogether  rem^yecj,  \ 
He  rejirestnted  the  great  inconvenience  and  expenceat^gp^-^\ 
ingthis  delay.    He  advertdl  to  tbe  improvement:.  of.thV^apr. 
pftit  tribunal  by  the  association  of  the  judges  of  f  he  courts  i|t ,. 
Westminster-halli  in  ^  tim«  of  Lord  H^dwi4^e.^  ]$e.di»6' 
adverted  to  the'  system  recomniendccf  in  these  cas<g  by.vir.:. 
Fj^uJ,  I^d  HBgnsfieU,  Sir  Duiley  RyJcr>  and  Sir  George, 
•     .    .       '.^    .--      .'-'-.    ^"  '  Leigh. 
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Leifl^^  He  thotigbt  the  administration  of  the  admiralty  court 
oognt  to  be  tottlly  separated  from  that  of  the  court  of  appeal, 
lie  mored  that  it  be  an  instruction  toi  the  committee  to  make 
provision  for  the  better  regulation  ^d  dispatch  c^  the  trial  of 
appeals  in  pri^e  causes. 

The  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  allowed,  it  was  important 
that  there  should  be  all  due  dispatch  in  these  cases ;  but  he 
did  not  think  any  interposition  of  the  legislature  necessary  with 
a  view  to  that  object.  Indeed,  the  hon.  gentleman  had  him-» 
Belf  acknowledged,  that  the  difficulty  that  formerly  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  dispatch  of  these  causes,  had  been  removed  by 
lus  right  hon.  friend  (Sir  W.  Scott).  The  const itittion  of  the 
vice-admiralty  courts  abroad  was  also  materially  altered  from 
%hat  it  had  been  at  the  time  when,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon,  gentleman,  fifteen  out  of  sixteen  of  the  de- 
cisions of  these  courts  were  reversed.  It  was  matter  of  great 
delicacy  to  interfere  so  materially  with  a  judicature,  which  was 
to  give  satisfaaion,  not  only  to  this  country,  but  to  all  other 
nations.  This  delicacy  was  confirmed  by  a  reference  to  the 
association  of  judges  of  the  courts  in  Westminster-hall  in  the 
decision  of  appeals,  which,  though  undoubtedly,  as  the  hon. 
gentleman  stated,  an  improvement,  was  regarded  with  much 
jealousy  by  foreign  powers,  as  an  innovation  that  may  lead  to 
some  abridgment  of  their  rights.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  separating  the  admiralty  judicature  from  that  of  appeals. 
His  right  hon.  friend,  from  delicacy,  never  attended  on  ap- 
peals from  his  own  decisions.  For  himself  he  did  not  think 
this  delicacy  necessary,  and  in  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  em- 
pire, it  was  known  that  the  highest  judicial  officer,  often 
with  much  advantage  to  justice,  spoke  on  judgments  given  by 
himself. 

Sir  John  Nicholt  accounted  for  the  multitude  of  appeals  in 
the  last  war,  by  the  circumstance  of  the  Americans  being  thea 
for  the  first  time  in  the  situation  of  a  neutral  power,  and  their 
carrying  on  the  whole  colonial  trade  of  France. 

"Mr.  Johnstone's  proposition  was  negatived,  and  the  house 
went  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rose  recommended  the  propriety  of  having  an  office 
where  seamen,  or  theif  representatives,  may  know  dieir  share 
of  all  prizes^  and  the  names  of  the  agents.  He  thought  this 
office  should  be  under  the  government  of  Greenwich  hospitaL 
This  proposition  gave  rise  to  much  conversation^  but  the  sug* 
gestion  was  generally  approved  of. 

A  xmmber  of  new  clauses  were  added  to  the  bill,  and  sevc'* 
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ral  amendmexlts  were  made.    Th^  repoQt  ^Br^[GtdtBftdJtob€ 
received  on  Thursday.  .    ,  .... 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  put  off. — Adjourned  vU 
Thursday.  .  . 


HOUSEOFLQRDS. 

-     MONDAY,   MAY  30.^ 

On  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  question  whether  fdr^ 
Justice  Fox  should  attend  abote  the  hir,  or  below  the  .bar  ■ 
of  the  house, 

Lords  Carleton,  Limerick,  Carlisle,  &c.  differed  .from  the 
opinion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  as  expressed  on  a  former  nightf- 
and  contended,  that  the  judges  in  Irelandy'^as  those  in  £ig- 
land,  when  called  on  to  attend  on  tj^e  house,  should  be  ad- 
mitted above  the  bar,  and  that  though  they  had  not  yet  rc-» 
oeived,  they  Ought  still  to  receive  writs  of  assistance. 

Lord  Carnarvon  had  not  meant  to  trouble  their  lordships  on 
the  subject,  as  not  having  conceived  it  of  very  materia  im^ 
portance  whether  Mr.  Justice  Fox  sat  on  one  side  of  the  bar 
or  the  other ;  but  the  noble  lord  (Qarleton)  had  shoivn  that 
it  involved  some  points  of  the  utmost  importance.  .  I  do  not 
however  (said  his  lordship)  think  that  it  is  to  be  considered  as  a. 
right  of  the  judges  of  Ireland^  but  of  the  peerage  of  Ireland  in 
the  united  parliament,  and  still  more  so  of  the  pieople  of  Ire- 
land, and  a  right  of  the  most  essential  nature.  Writs  of 
assistance  were  invariably  issued  to  the  judges  of  Ireland  to. 
attend  the  parliament  of  Ireland  whilst  it  had  a  septate  ex- 
istence, because  without  the  assistance  of  such  judges  the  peers 
of  Ireland  could  not  decide  in  cases  of  appeal;  the  same  ^v 
peals  from  the  people  of  Ireland  follow  the  parliament  as  al- 
tered and  removed  to  England ;  and  if  the  same  legal  assist-^. 
ance  does  not  follow  the  peers  of  Ireland  to  the  newly  consti-p. 
tuted  parliament,  the  people  of  Ireland  must  suffer  most  es- 
sentially in  all  appeal ;  for  Irish  causes  decided  in  all  cases 
by  the  English  judges,  would  be  frequently  wrong  decided./ 
The  interest  x>f  the  people  of  Ireland  must  )izve  been  com- 
pletely sacrificed  by  the  act  of  union,  if  the  aid  and  assistance 
of  the  Irish  judges  in  cases  of  appeal  (which  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment .till  the  union  enjoyed)  should  be  understood  to  be  in- 
tercepted by  the  act  of  union  ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  judees 
of  England,  according  to  the  learned  lord  who  presides  in  tnis. 

house. 
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honmf  y  sOkly  Idt  as  the  snide  to  inform  the  united  peerage 
an  Irish  appeals  on  the  Irish  law.  This  is  a  most  gross  in-« 
justice  to  the  people  and  peerage  of  Ireland;  nor  is  it  the 
consc<}uence  of  any  clause  in  the  act  of  Union :  the  act  is  silent  . 
on  the  attendance  of  the  judges  of^  Ireland,  but  without  them 
the  duties  of  peers  of  Ireland  In  case  of  appeals  cannot  be 
performed  i  and  it  is  essential  to  every  great  change  and  refor- 
mation, that  all  which  is  essential  to  the  performance  of  a  par- 
liamentary duty  should  be  considered  as  retained^  if  not 
cjianged  by  the  express  words  pf  the  reforming  act.  The  con- 
trary doctrine  that  all  is  revoked  but  what  i§  expressly  kept 
by  special  words  would  lead  to  a  total  overthrow  of  the  thing 
reformed*  In  the  present  case»  if  the  assistance  of  the  Irish 
judges  was  not  reserved  to  the  united  parliament  trying  Irish 
appeaiSf  as  it  existed  to  the  Irish  peers  before  thp  union^  the. 
rights  of  the  people,  meant  to  be  preserved^*  would  be  manned. 
The  act  of  union  does  not  abridge  this  essential  pfractiee :  if 
the  new  partiament  is  formed  by  the  act  of  union^the  omission 
of  a  clause,  authorizing  a  writ  of  assistance  to  the  Brigllsh 
judges  who  did  give  their  necessary  aid  to  the  English  peers, 
must  be  as  £ital  as  the  omission  of  a  clause  authorizing'a  simi« 
lar  writ  to  the  Irish  judgesj  whose  assistante  was  giveti  before 
theimion,  to  the  parliament  pf  Ireland*  Tl^  mutual  impor- 
tance to  the  two  parliaments^  whm  united  is  similar  ;  their 
prior  practice  the  same.  The  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack 
soys,  that  if  the  Irish  judges  ought  to  have  had  writs  of  assist- 
ance»  it  has  been  an  error  from  the  beginning  :  a  few  years 
omission  does  not  supersede  the  right,  he  ought  to  have  issued 
writs;  but  it  is  no  reason  why  tl^  error  should  not  be  cdr^ 
rected ;  nor  can  it  lead  to  any  inconvenience.  The  I^Med" 
lord  admits  that  he  has  in  Irish  appeals  felt  great  <iifficuKib9||^  "^ 
but  that  be  had  felt  more  in  Scotch  appeals,  to  whose  judges' 
sio  writs  of  assistance  were  issued  on  the  Scotch  union,  nor 
have  since.  If  communication  with  the  Scotch  judges  were 
necessary,  writs  should  have  been  made  issuable  by  a  sibse- 

2uent  act ;  but  the  noble  and  learned  lord  forgets  that  the 
cotch  judges  were  not  convoked  to  the  Scotch  parliament 
by  any  writ,  and  the  Scotch  peers  bad  not  their  assistance  be- 
fore the  union,  and  their  attendance  was  not  cut  off  by  any  , 
construction  of  the  act  of  union  with  Scotland.  The  single 
instance  of  a  Scotch  union  with  England  is  not  to  be  consi- 
dered as  precedent  for  the  construction  of  an  union  between 
Bngland  and  Ireland,  particularly  in  a  point  which,  by  the 

learned 
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learned  lord*s  own  admission,  had  no  similitude  with  the  point 
in  question  with  Ireland.  In  the  present  point  the  situation 
'was  as  it  was  before  the. unions  the  situation  of  the  Irish 
peers  is  contrary  to  the  situation  in  which  they  were  before  the 
union.  I  am  therefore  for  directing  a  writ  to  be  issued,  or 
immediately  deciding  the  case,  not  deciding  incidentally  so 
important  a  question. 

Lord  Somerton  (Archbishop  of  Dublin)  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  at  least  not  coming  to  any  decision  in  the  present  in- 
seance,  which  might  seem  to  prejudge  the  rights  of  the  judges 
of  Ireland ;  but  that  the  question  should  be  open  for  future 
consideration.  He  therefore  hinted  that  it  might  be  thrown 
in  as  a  concomitant  in  the  order  for  Mr.  Justice  Fox's  attend- 
ing at  the  bar-— ^*  he  not  having  yet  received  his  writ  of  as- 
sistsuice.^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Hiiwkesbury  supported  the 
original  motion.  Agreeing  to  the  addition  last  jproposed» 
would  be  confessing  that  the  judges  of  Irebnd  were  entitled  to 
have  wri^s  of  assistance  issued  to  them* 

Lord  Auckland  repeated  the  doubts  he  had  formerly  ex- 
pressed, but  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment  which  he 
thought  would  keep  the  question  entire,  and  to  which  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  could  not  object.  The  words  were-^ 
^  Mr.  Justice  Fox  not  having  had  a  vvrit  of  assistance  issued 
tohim.'* 

The  Lord  Cbancelhr  expressed  his  readiness  to  concur  in 
this  an^endment,  as  it  would  keep  the  question  entire.  He,  at 
the  same  time,  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  entertained 
no  doubt  on  the  question  of  right. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  and  Lords  Carleton  and  Holland 
could  not  agree  to  get  quit  of  the  question  in  the  manner  now 
assented  to.  Either  there  was  a  right,  or  there  was  no  right. 
They  could  not  think  it  consistent  with  the  character  and  dig- 
nity of  the  house  to  evade  the  decision  in  the  way  proposed. 

On  this  the  house  divided.  For  the  Lord  Chancellor's  mo- 

.  tion,  as  proposed  to  be  amended»  namely,  ''  that  Mr.  Jus*^  ^ 

tice  Fox  not  having  had  a  writ  bf  assistance  issued  M  hun^  ^ 

attend  at  the  bar  of  the  house,"  T  . 

Contents         -         -        18 

Not  Contents  -         -        xo 

Majority      -       •  S 
Hie  committee  on  the  Pancras  biU  was  postponed  till 
Thursday. — Adjourned. 

Vol.  m.  i«oi'.  P  HOUSEr 
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Mt.  S|inw  fcf]bUgKt  iip  ?  t^lt  for  amending  tJi^.Uvs  rc!atin|r 
to  batiersi'in  DuUini<2j»^d;a^r;st  time,  aiulorder{:il:'tq^&e  raid 
a  second  time.  *  ^   •-  .  -    . 

Mr^  Hawkins,  Broyrinc, presented  a  second  report  of  the 
committee  oh  Ac  Caledonian  Canal.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  amending  the'  general  turnpike  Kt  \y^  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.  ^     

The  ch^lirman  of  the  committee  appointed  t,o  consider  of 
the  pi'opriety  of  allowing  coals  to  b<s  brought  to  Jipndolir  by 
the  Paddingtoii  canal,  reported  that  the  pressure  of^^me  did 
not  allow  the  committee  to  give  the  subject  the  fuIl,fiQQ»deraK 
tion  which  its  importance  required.  The  committefs  recDiiv» 
mended  that  fUty  thousand  ton  of  coals  should  be  allowed  t0 
be  brought  by  the  canal  between  this  period. and  the  istcf 
June,  f  Sod,  paying  the  same  duty  as  coals  brought  coastwise. 
It  was  also  recommended  that  a  committee  should  beappointed 
early  in  the  next  session  for  the  full  and  complete  investij^ 
tion  of  the  question.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Serjeant  presented  an  account  of  the  salaries  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  in  Ireland* 

Sir  C.  Price  presented  a  bill  for  making  compensation  to 
persons  injured  by  the  erection  of  the  London  docks.  Read 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  bouse  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  acts  relating  to  the  loyalty  loan*  Two  re- 
solutions were  proposed  by  Mr.  HuskissoQ,:wlik:h  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  nex£  day* 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  presented  a  petition  from  certain  free- 
holders of  Middlesex,  praying  the  house  to  interpose,  its  au« 
thorixy  to  procure  them  compensation  from  the  parties  in  the 
late  controverted  election  for  that  county  ^  for  theu!  loss  of  time 
In  attending  as  witnesses  before  th^  committee  appointed  to 
try  the  merits  of  that  election,  The  precedent  6f  the  Carlisie 
•fascljeing  read,  the  petition  .was  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  bill  for  jugulating  the  office  of  paymaster. of  the  forces 
was  read  a  tliirdtimc  and  passed.  ;.•  ,i 

Th«  bill  for  ami^ndingthe  act  of  last  se^sion^^lbr  tbe  better 

prosecution  of  feIoj)$,in  the  junited  kingdojki,  was  read  a  second 

time,  ,and  ordered  to  .be  ^qmmitted  next  day..  •  •-» 

\  Hr«  V^Qsittart  brought  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  moree£* 

.-,  -  «  I      fectval 
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fcctual  administratk)!!  df  the<j3Bc4  of  jiisetce  of  the  peace  in 
Dublin;  and  a  bill  for  aj^epxling^  tl^e^^s^rt  allowing  bounties' 
for  supplying  certain  places  m'tr^' united  kingdpni  yntl^  fish. 
Thecfejcct  of  tHi^  biffis/fo  "ailo^-tfi^i-k^^ 
limd  t6  appropriate  the  sum -alB^Vtt'fSi^bountie'dtVyiaVcduii- 
try,  to  the  repair  of  harbours.  ,     ^^,!'''    » 

Both- these  bills  were  read  ^  ftst^tJrWe^^>n3  *  ordered  Jo  b^ 
read  a  second  time  next  day.    "  '^   * .  '     / 

Sir  John  Newport  questioned '^heiher  the  V)bject  proposed 
would  be  answered  by  the  latter  bill,  and  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  meddling  with  the  general  fishing  act. 
•  •  Mr.  Vansittart  allo\*ed  the  importance  of  the  consideration 
diie  t^J'thi' general  fishing  act ;  but  conceived  this  a  beneficial 
applttaC!()h'df  the  sutns  granted  for  bounties,  of  which  only  z 
very  smaffp*t  had  been  applied  to  that  purpose.  Time  is  to 
be  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  befqre  going  into 
the  committee.   ' 

A  message  froni  the  lords  declared  their  lordships'  assent  to 
€bt  Irish  spirit  licence  bill,  and  the  Cork  and  Limerick  road 
WH-  ^  - 

LORP   MELVILLE,  &C.         ;      , 

Mr.  Whitbread  stztcdf  that  as  the  papers  on^  the  subject  of 
the  tenth  report  were  not  likely  to  be  printed  before  Saturday, 
be  felt  it  necessary  to  put  off  the  motion  for  thd  impeach*- 
ment  of  Lord  Melville,  of -which  he  had  given  notice  for 
Thursday;^  Hit  intention  was  at  first  to  put' it- off  till  the 
Monday  after,  'but->dnderstanding  that  that  day  would  be  in- 
canveniemtb  tbie'r^glit  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  pitclUfqiler);  he  would  fix  it  for  Tuesday.    . 

^ITic  Cimcelkff'»f  fhe  Exchequer  had-  not  been  in  the  house 
when  the  hpfltrtfehtleman  gave  his  notice.  He  understood*  it, 
howcTorv  to  f dme' to  two  objects, 'one  the  impeachment  of 
liOrd.Melvilfe/^Mdi^the  other  certain  resolutions  concerning 
him.  ^Hcdidsttppose-that  if  the  papci-s  could  not  be-priirteJ 
before  Satarday^  ihursday  would  be  too  soon' to  offer  to  the 
houseamotfon-gtrounded  on  thfe  whole  matter  of  tlicm.'He.yid 
n0t  know  what  may  be  the  nattai^e  of  the  resolutions  tb'  bi^*  {Pro- 
posed against  him,  nor  what  may  be  precisely  the  partk  iif  the 
report  lodb  wttch^«tfeh  resolutions  may  fec-fiiundcd'}  Btf  life  was 
nxiotts.  tint  awfedyargc  that-  was  iht^fidcd  to^  be  brought 
against  him  shoufd-be  brought  to'fedecSsiohas  speedily  as  posi 
sible.  Those  il^hb  composed  the-<:^>mfnittee  ftitew  best  ^hat 
parts  of  the  report  such  charges  could  hive  rrffe^ncc  to,  but 

P  2  Jlftcr 
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after  th^  li^k^  fh«  hid^^b«elif  ^9^  hirk  tMmA  that  tit. 
AtmWyfrikh^'ihff  ttiatteT^^tdlekTMe*  lo  '«i  hearing'  at ipetdily  as) 

Afn  7r»r/»i^^  >dlf»  ite$ir(^\H'UbM:  tbe 'matter- UniUd  be* 
bfthiglxl-btfbfis'the  hchiicf^-l^^peisdUy  a^  pouibk,  btft^^^^  wm 
h^ces^ry  t&at'tiie  whekft«e(:i^t^ould  be  a  rcatenable  time  in. 
thelttnds^gehtldiii^  b^df^  any  motion  could  be  Instituted 
upon  it,  ettli<^r'i)Hth  t^ptttto  Lord  Melville  or  the  riAl  hoa* 
gentleman.  Ht  should:  Iherfcfore  be  under  the  Mcodtf  of  aU 
towing  the  proper  tntenral  for  consideration,  and  he  should 
adhere  to  the  oMer  he  had  laid  dowtfin  Us  notitie  -of  inonng 
the  impeachment  first.  He  "wiHiid  be  prepared  to  bring  4br* 
ward  the  other  motions  as  soon  after  as  the  house  coidd^tt* 

Mr.  Canning  isaid,  the  matters  which  were  to  bemidis  the 
grounds  of  charge  against  his  right  hoU;  friend -(the  Chan* 
ceHor  of  the  Exchequer)  must  be  known,  Md  afty  member  of 
the  committee  was  competent  to  say,  whether  what  related  to 
the  conduct  of  Us  right  hon.'  friend  was  ci^ldcr  of  being  con- 
sidered first.  He  Wished  ^nle  other  member  of  the  dom^ 
mittee  besides  the  h6n.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbredd),  to  say 
whether  that  part  of  the  r^pbrt  could  be  sep«urated' from  the 
general  matter.  If  it  •couljibe  separat^d^  -and  if  it  could  be 
clearly  understood  in  this  distinct  form,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
any  member  of  the  committee  may  not  move  that  it -be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  H.  Lascellis  stated,  that  the  general  matter  df  there- 
port  related  to  Lord  Melville  and  Trotter.  The  part  which 
related  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (th^  Chancellor  of  the 
Exdiequer)  was  distinct.  There  were  dnty  thii0e  points  that 
may  be  made  the  ground  of  resolutions  against  that  right  h<M^. 
gentleman ;  the  application  of  the  forty  thousand  pc^nds,  the 
conversation  with  Mr.  Raikes,  and  the  affair  of  IbUicf^.' 
These  points  were  plain  and  distinct^  and  rcquifed  no  '({day 
for  the  consideration  of  them,  at  the  same  lime  that  ^wiis 
mbart  important  that  the ^»se  of  the ho«be«p<m  them^ould 
bd  'ijpecdily  pronoiinbed;  If  no  other  mefnbtr^^^  thecoiti- 
mittee^thought'there^was  ¥easenfor  delay,  he^^thMght  the 
master  ought  to  be  proceeded  on  without. delay 9' lind  if  no 
othri' 'wWffispbsted  to  mdtie thtit  the  points  he had-rcferred  to 
bd'talciil  isftb  consideration^  at  the  earliest  fMt^od^^ie  shovkL' 
'  3Ii^:Whbbredd  SdM,  W  the  hon.  gentleman'^dkt-Mttt  he 
proposed,  he  would  do  fhat*  which  he  beKeved-wate  wholly 
wrthoiff^pteci^dent:  iKThisn^ohe  membei<  ga»ft  amorice,  it 
would  b^  Wy  exth^ordiitary- indeed  that  another  should  t»^e 
'  —  I'l:  the 
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tbe  busizicaS'Qist  of  hi^  ha9d9>  m^tilyikp^THm  hfttS^igU  wishi^ 
to  be  (l«(Ue4  t^nia.iljqr  or  unFfhsower^x  :h  yfwlijib^^fpjftb^ 
house  to  consider  whether  aay  thing  resulting  from  the<,|Mp<rs 
colli*  be :ju4g^iof:btfoiic  Ihftrp^puffi  i«{c^«:6iMji.«iRsiaiwedi 
9iid  whcfcba:«h&.  papers  cou}d7&(^iuUy:;fonsidere(jUoo{a|^JtiiQC 
short  of  that  be  proposedi^dXIip^fm^tiiHMiblyH^^f^^^bc^ 
the.cOfM^ittce  had  the  mean§  ^.^wilg,i<H«*t'^  W^o^^ 
without;tht4ideIay ;  and  it  was  as^a^M^nber  pCrthe*conipiitfi(pei 
lie  had  the  J9ies^n$  of  forming  .|:<he  jpninion  oq  |vhtch  he  iia4 
given  1x19.  notice.   But  tliat  was  not  a  reason  fpr calling  on  the 
%9mt  to -pronounce  without  <(^niideration  on^what  tlie^mqiDr 
bex%  of  the  oommitteo-werq  alre^idjrf  perfectly  a^uatnted  widu 
Thecommittee,  as  a  body,  had  not  agreed  to  propose  any  pro- 
c^edjlj^o^  the  report.    If  the  committee  had  beep  p£\opi< 
nion  IQ  ifistitiite  ftudii  proceedings>  the  chairman  would  ha^e 
been  ihstructed  Mcordingly.    He  had  asked  the  ch^urjOiaOi 
whether  he  mea^  to  make  any  motion  to  the  house*  and 
it  was  on  being  informed  that  the  chairman  had  no  such  in^ 
tention*  that  he  formed  the  determination  of  bringing  forward 
the  measures  of  which  he  had  given  notice.    He  again  repro* 
scnted  the  fSM^poniJKi^Ty  proceeding  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
taking  the  matter  out  oi  his  han^  i^erely  because  he  wisli^l 
the  business  to  be  considered  a  day  or  two  earlier.  The,  papers 
would  oot  be  ready  before  Saturday  evening.    Many  gentle- 
men would  have  left  town  before  that  day  for  the  hojidays* 
and. would  not»iof  course,  have  the  papers  in  their  hands  be- 
fore Wednesday.    He  thought  the  day  he  mentioned  suffi- 
ciently early,  and  he  adhered  to  the  order  he  had  laid  downi 
.   Mr.  Lascellea  s^4>  be  should  aot  wish  to  do  any  thing  irre-^ 
gular. 

The  Chancfilhr  if  the  Exchequer  asked,  whether  the  hon. 

geotleinan' meant  to  bring  forward  both  motions  on  the  same 

dwf  ?  He  thought  the  hon.  gentleman  could  hardly  expect  the 

hauseto  dectdf  so^ummorily.  .      :r  : 

.  '  cMr^-tf^huh¥f0d  J»ad  meant  n>erely;^^at  there  wouUf  hs4Xo 

-.^lelgyon  bisjfifiFU    He  would  be  r^idyto^submit  Kis  second 

•  ^ropcisiti^9Kia$  soon  as  the  vj^ouse  iff^ld  meet  after  tbe^dj^Ois- 

sion  of  il^ first: part.     .     ,,  ,.     iv  '  v    o  —  *  - 

Mr 4  fate  sAVfipQ^  reason  w}iy«aDy,^ntleq9an..^hpi,^d^not 
thtokithefld^y  jSiicjJ  for  the  disouss,im,  of.  »>y^pal^pj^^^e.^ 
'tcP:»|ffidehtlyi^y,  shouldi  not  1^  ^f«>g)petcat  to^ni^^e  the* , 
.  house 'tQ><:cm9>itQ  <i  dcasiou-fism^i^.  oh    //  •  r  -.        -r  i.-.-i .,: 

Sir  Jol^  &tj»art>«as.chairfnan<ofitfre  cos^uni^t^p.on^tlie^- 

•pfttrt  of  th^  &omnryj&c.  |^?poftc4j(;>!M:^V'^^^^^*'"' 

answer 
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fe  iipusc,  to  permit,  the  Earls  ^f 
Hupenti  ;^nd  Lord.  Si<lfnouthj  to* 
fC.^Kc  comiDittcf,  as.to  thc.prd- 
B[omc  Popbam,  desired,  to.be  in- 
pj^  request,  and  the  pn^iculaf  ob* 

ijxchequer  thought  Ac  matter  ^f 
this  report  worthy  of  consideration,  and  moved  that  itshooid 
be  iaken  into  consideration  the  next  day. ; 
"  Mr.  Foster  brought  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  collection  of 
the  hearth  duty  in  Ireland.  Read  a  nrst  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a^second  time  next  day.  ^. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  thcExchequ<*ri'the<wr*^j 
der  for  the  production  of  accounts  of  monies  invested  :tn  the 
funds  in  the  name  of  the  accountant  general  of  the  court  of. 
chancery,  and  the  deputy  remembrancer  of  the  exchequa*^ 
for  the  account  of  suitors  in  these  courts,  was  discharged,  and . 
the  accounts  were  ordered  in  the  amended  form  of  account^  of 
unclaimed  dividends,  and  that  part  of  such  dividends  as  stood 
in  the  names  of  these  officers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jcflfery,  after  a  few  observations  from 
Admiral  Markham,  a  numter  oif  accoupts relating  to  the  sup* : 
ply  of  foreign  timber  to  the  navy,  were  ordered,  with  xdcs- 
cretion  of  omitting  the  names  of  the  places  and  persons  whence 
the  tilnber  was  to  be  obtained,  when  the  disclosure  would  be  i 
inconvenient  to  the  public  service.     The  form  of  this  limita- 
tion was  suggested  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  EJxch^quer.     Se- 
veral accounts  relative  to  the  stores  of  British  oak  timbcTj  atnd 
the  building  and  repairs  of  ships,  were  also  oi^dered  on  the  . 
motion  of  Mr.  Jeffcry.  r  ^ 

CALICO   PRINTER^  ;>  '. 

<l^lr,  P.  Moore  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  the  aj[^ipt«^ 
m^rit  of  a  committe  to  examine  the  petition  he  had  tl>e  ho^  . 
nour  tfo  present  to  the  house  in  the  month  of  March  last,  frofn  • 
the  jburncymcn  calicrb  printers  ;  and  also  .tb  mpye  that  the.v/ 
evklenbc  taken  before  a  comffiitt^e  in  the  course  ff  ,the  lait  \ 
sessioft  ilrpbri  this  siibject,  sliould  be  referred  to  tfxe  considcra- 
tio#^l^b;''t2^ti  committei^^  in  ofjder  to  make^y^^i'cpoi^t  tjicrconr. 
In^bi-itegifti^ftiht^d.rhis  b\i?ilife?§,  the  hon-  'rpc^bor  lyjiSYgfed  j 
toice'4he  Tiglit  hofr.'ig^tlefnan  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  'h|^^placjB,*  as  h»_ 
was'kdito  believe' thaf  that  Vight  hon.  gentleiii^r\^.\Yas,n6t  un-  - 
frrct%d1j^^t6  tlie  oBj^'of^the'.p^itipners  \  but,  otx  the  contrary, 
laiher  tfi^sdd-  to  accclerkc  tteii  relief,.*and  x6  reiidefr  themi 

-  v-'^  .  complete 
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complete  justice.  The  knowledge 
out  doors  woUldi  lie  hoped,  h^ 
masters  th  tht  tiiko  prihtmg  tride 
adjustment  With  the  jowncymtriru,^ 
recommended  by  an  Kon.  frierid  t)i 
the  close  of  the  la^  session.  It  w^s 
that  such  an  adjustment  had  not ; 
ciination  of  the  masters  to  consent' 
saUy  necessary  to  the  cause  of  jnst ic 
ceeding  should  be  adopted.     He  hn 

man  ot  the  cdmmittee  which  sat  last  session,  and  it  was  his 
orpinion,  with  that  of  many  other  members  of  that  committee, 
that  it  was  highly  proper  that  something  decided  should  be 
done;     The  question  for  consideration,  as  it  struck  him»  was 
this>  iwhether  the  ordinary  and  established  relation  between 
masters  and'  journeymen  m  the  other  mechanical  professions. 
should  exist  in  the  trade  of  the  calico  printers.     At^  present 
no  such  relation  did  exist.     All  the  advantages  of  the  system 
of  apprenticeship  were,  in  this  trade,  on  the  side  of  the  mas- 
ters, in  which,  the  moment  an  apprenticeship  expired,  the  per* 
son  who  served  it  was  likely  to  be  thrown  out  of  bread,  with- 
out even  the  chance  of  future  employment.     It  was,  he  con- 
tended, one  of  the  first  duties  of  a  good  government,  particu- 
larly in  a  trading  country,  to  attend  to  a  case  of  this  nay:ure. 
While  the  system  of  apprenticeships  went  on,  it  was  surelv  un- 
fair that  it  should  operate  altogether  in  favour  of  one  of  ^he 
contracting  parties  j  the  one  devoting  so  many  years  of  his  life  . 
to  qualify  himself  to  work  as  a  journeyman  at.  a  trade,  from 
the  opportunity  of  employment  at  which  the  master  excludes 
him,  i^  the  extreme  ^nd  successive  rhultiplication  of  appren- 
tices.    In  consequence  of  this  practice,  there  were  at  presem 
some  thousands  of  journeymen  calico  printers  out  of  wprk^ 
the  greater  part  of  whom  are  refused  employment^  upless  tK^y 
consent  to  sign  a  second  contract,    or  indenture,  binding 
themselves  to  serve  a  kind  of  second  apprenticeships  oc^the 
terms  jpresCTibed  hy  the  mjisters.  TJtie,  difference  between  th^ 
wag^  of  an  apprentice  and  a  jQi^^ni^man  yr^GSf  he  observed^ 
from'  4$.  and  jtlo  24s.  and  30$.  per  week '5  of.coursq.ti^  rojis* 
ters  were  natut-ally  disposed  topref^^  thefotmp:.  It  yr4^^l^\fr 
ever,,  incumbent  on  those  to  whpm.the  4ut7  of  l^f^'slf^)^:  ^- 
rangemait  belonged,  to  consider  fajrl/,  fhfi  interesu.,4f  *aU 
^classes;  aiidthd  interest  of«the  niftiter,was,not,  surelyw dv- 
titkd  to  such  a^j^feference  as  sJ^jOuld.  put^that^jpf  th^  ja«irPQy«^. 
man  cntirdy  duj  of  vieifr.    But  with  respect  to  theJojtQT^  of 
•  ^  ^  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


119  TUB  PAIILIAMEHTARY  ROISTER.  [Commoici, 

the  coMnmmifyi  the  vilae  «f  my  ankle  of  manufauiue  ma 
tobeeittmaged  im  a  grBatmegape  with  lefciciitt  to  the  price  of  < 
labour :  now,  at  the  calico  |*iiitai  sold  their  goods  at  a  price 
founded  on  the  rare  of  wages  at  30s.  per  week,  although  thej 
€>btasDed  {lersons  to  worit  at  4s.  and  7s.  it  struck  his  mind  diat 
thejr  had  more  profit  than  they  were  justly  entitled  to.  For 
the  fact  was,  that  although  the  journeymen  were  deprtred  of 
Iheir  subsistence,  to  make  way  for  the  employment  of  bo3rs, 
and  thus  to  reduce  the  expence  of  the  manufacture,  no  reduction 
whatever  took  place,  in  consequence,  of  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle to  the  public.  All  the  profit  was  confined  to  the  master 
-—none,  whatever,  was  given  to  the  consumer.  It  really  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  such  a  case  formed  a  fit  subject  for  taxa- 
tion, and  ought  to  be  made  productive  to  the  revenut.  The 
hon.  member  concluded  with  submitting  his  motion. 

Mn  Rose  was  ready  to  admit  the  importance  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  tras  fuHy  inclined  to  give  the  utmost  attention  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Their  case,  he  was  well  assured, 
was  deserving  of  consideration.  But  from  the  knowledge  he 
had  of  a  similar  business  in  the  course  of  the  two  last  sessions 
(the  cotton  weavers'  petition),  he  was  much  afraid  that  the 
subject  was  too  complicated  to  be  gone  into  at  the  present  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  session  i  that  it  could  not  be  disposed  of 
in  one  or  two  days,  as  the  hon.  mover  seemed  to  imagine,  nor 
jln  so  many  weeks.  He  therefore  submitted  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  postpone  the  matter 
till  the  next  session,  when  as  early  as  he  chose  to  bring  it  for- 
ward, he  (Mn  Rose)  should  be  ready  to  give  him  any  assist- 
ance in  his  power. 

Mr.  E^erton  and  Mr.  Lascelles  thought  the  case  of  the  peti« 
tioners  highly  deserving  of  attention,  but  concur^  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  it  was  too  late  in  the  9e»* 
sion  at  present  to  give  it  all  the  Consideration  that  was  due  to 
it. 

Mr.  Moore  expressed  his  unwillingness  to  press  the  subject 
at  present.  He  wished  and  hoped  that  ministers  would  ^ke 
up  the  case  of  the  petitioners,  and  have  justice  done  to  them. 
They  could  hardly  select  a  case  where  the  exertion  of  their  in- 
flttence%lODld  do  them  more  honour.  The  petitioners  he  fck 
to  be  iNMd  with  great  injustice,  and  he  trusted  that  the  ^eiH 
tlemea  who  professed  a  disposition  to  attend  to  their  dauis, 
would  give  him  tlMir  tssistance  next  session,  when,  at  an 
early  periodj  •^;|M|cd  himself  to  bring  the  subject  before 


early  perio< 


The 
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The  )khi;  xntember^  with  leave  of  the  house,  withdrew  his 
jtmioni  *    'IT.  ♦""  .'      -    -'^  'iM^'iu  fi"?  •*.'*  ,  '   ...-•'■ 

.  The  Atlor^yiiOenen^  iim«dtb6'43r4ef  ofutbo  day  for  the 
ibird  mdiag  of  the.stipendiavy'«i|We^  reskleritfe^lk    '. 

Qb  the  question  being  put^  t^distussion  t<Xri(  ;placti  ki 
which  Mr/Barham,  Mr.  AlexandWf -Mr.  Fullcr^-^^Mt/Dteve- 
rel,  Mr4  EyirCi'^nd  Lord  Porchester,  opposed  the  WU|  on  t^le 
grovnds  cbat  it  would  have  the  effect  «£  giving  to  bishops  tcA> 
much  political  power,  which  might  be  unconstitutionally 
exerted  at  general  elections;  that  it  would  be  a  deviation  from 
the  principle  of  law  with  respect  to  the  manner  of  interferin|( 
^th  the  property  of  the  subject  \  that  it  had  not  yet  been  8u£ 
£ciently  considered  \  that  th^  deduction  from  the  incumboQt 
ought  lo  go  to  a  general  fund,  and  not  to  be  given  to  the  par- 
ticular curate ;  tluit  it  would  dissolve  the  connexion  betweeo 
jcctor  and  curate ;  that  it  would  be  a  reform  in  the  church 
c$ta];>liflbmeiit9  and  that  it  might  lead  to  other  reforms^  which 
it  would  not  be  safe,  even  in  discussion,  to  anticipate. 

The  bill,  on  the  other  hand,  was  d^ended  by  Mr.  L  H. 
Browne,  whose  opinion,  as  to  tiie  expediency  of  the  nftasure» 
had  not  been  altemd,  though  he  had  given  every  attention  to 
the  arguments  on  the  other  side,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
apply  equally  against  every  former  measure  on  this  subject  af^ 
against  the  present ;  by  Mr*  Pole  Carew^  who,  though  siAp 
miftting  the  measure  to  be  liable  to  some  objections,  was  div^ 
posed  to  receive  it  in  the  present  instance,  as  some  such  mea- 
sure was  necessary ;  and  by  the  Attorney  General,  who  insist- 
ed that  this  biU  proceeded  on  the  principle  of  the  former  biUs» 
difiering  only  from  them  by  enlarging  the  maximum  of  in- 
conoe  which  in  certain  tases  the  bishops  might  allow  the 
curates/  and  that  it  was  subsidiary  to  a  bill  which  had  passed 
the  kgislatwe  in  a  former  session,  and  had  the  effect  of  mul- 
tipl)fdfi^on>rQSidence  by  enlarging  the  time  that  rectors  may 
be  non-resident  any  year  from  one  to  three  months,  which 
hadfiven  the  claim  on  the  legislature  to  provide  an  adequate 
Itodentjctcpg^ifiani  ^ 

Atdivision^tpok  place  aAer  aff^amendmem  by  Lord  Porw 
^heicer,  thart&e  bill  be  rttid  a  tUrd  time  that  day-three 

i  ^ -  ^>H\  uttii For^the  third  reading        -    ,  ^  a-  3^^^-' 
....  i.    :»*- For  the  amendment    -  •   -'wa*-:   17 

•v'..v    .^.  Majoril5^-r^-f^        — 21    . .  •  ^. 

Thefaili  was:then  read  a  third  iHii^^ril,3^«Nd»' 
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On  tKe  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
smuggling  prevention  bill  passed  through  a  committee ;  when 
the  house  being  resumed,  the  report  was  brought  up,  ordered 
to  be  printed^  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  into  further 
consideration  that  day  se'nnight,  and  an  order  made  that  the 
|>etstioners  against  the  bill  be  heard  by  counsel,  if  they  think 
fit,  on  the  further  consideration  of  the  report. 

The  order  for  receiving  the  report  of  the  prize  agency  bill 
the  next  day,  was  put  off  to  Wednesday  next,  to  allow  time 
to  prepare  some  amendments. 

The  Irish  stamp  duties  bill,  the  Irish  malt  bill,  and  the  Irish, 
excise  license  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed.. 

The  Irish  distillery  bill,  the  West  India  free  ports  bill,  the 
post  horse  duty  farming  bill,  and  the  auditors  of  public  ac* 
counts  bill,  passed  severally  through  committees.  To  be  re- 
ported next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  propriety  of  allowine  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
grant  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  paving  board 
of  Dublin  for  paving  that  city.  1  he  resolution  was  agreed  to; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  on 
the  paving  commissioners  bill,  to  make  provision  therein  pur^ 
suant  thereto. 

Mr,.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
exempting  woollens  exported  to  the  East  Indies  fi*om,  duties 
of  customs ;  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  southern  whale 
fishery  act  •,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  resolved,  that 
the  bounties  at  present  existing  for  the  encouragement  of  that 
trade  should  be  continued.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Irish  excise  and 
customs  offices  bill,  which  was  agreed  to»  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  an  order  was  made  for  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  im- 
proving the  harbour  of  Dublin  on  the  north  side  of  the  hill  of 
Howth,  and  making  it  a  fit  station  for  his  majesty's  packets. 
Adjourned. 


cu  .        -     .      -  HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    MAY  31.'  '    .     . 

Some  bills  were  brought  up  from<he  commons^  and  read« 
first  time. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read,  for  the  house  to  re- 
s6lve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  matters  respecting  M^. 
Judge  Fox ;  and  that  venerable  person,  accompanied  by  his 
counsel,  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Nolan,  immediately  entered  the 
house,  where  Mr.  Justice  Fox  was  placed  in  a  chair  below  the 
bar,  habited  in  his  judicial  robes.  Mr.  Adam,  as  soon  as 
the  charges  contamod  in  the  address  were  read  at  the  tablet 
rose  in  behalf  of  his  venerable  client,  and  after  passing  over 
in  review  the  various  matters  set  forth  in  the  petitions,  and 
enumerated  in  the  address,  observed,  that  what  now  stood  as 
matter  of  charge  against  his  venerable  client,  materially  dif- 
fered, at  least  in  point  of  expression,  from  what  was  in  the 
first  instance  alleged  against  kim.  He  more  particularly  in- 
sisted on  the  words,  illegal  fines  ^  said  to  have  been  imposed  by 
that  respectable  judge  on  (Certain  jurymen  of  the  county  rf 
Fermanagh,  which  very  strong  expression,  together  with  many 
others  of  a  similar  nature,  were  to  be  found  in  the  petitions 
now  before  the  house,  and  of  which  his  learned  and  venerable 
client  had  no  knowledge  until  within  these  ten  or  twelve  days. 
The  learned  counsel,  after  commenting  on  the  serious  nature 
of  these  piaterial  alterations,  concluded  with  praying  that  his 
learned  and  respectable  client  should  be  allowed  the  inspection 
of  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the  former  com* 
mittee. 

On  this  request  a  conversation  ensued. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  o^^OicA  the  request,  as  being  contrary 
to  every  form  and  precedent  of  that  bouse,  and  by  no  means 
necessary  to  do  justice  to  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  as 'the  petitioners 
could  not  be  better  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  before  the 
committee  than  he  must  be. 

Lord  GrenvilUf  on  the  other  Band,  contended,  that  substan- 
tial justice  required,  that  the  prayer  of  the  counsel  for  the 
learned  judge  should  be  complied  >vith,  and  wherever  justice 
intervened  all  ideas  of  form  roust  yield.  It  was  a  hxt  that 
three  of  the  charges  exhibited  against  the  learned  judge  were 
not  contained  in  any  of  the  petitions  presented  against  him, 
but  were  founded  on  the  accusation  of  the  noble  marquis  wha 
had  brought  them'  forward.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
noble  marquis  himself  felt  individually  as  a  party  against  the 

Q  z  learned 
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learned  judge ;  but,  in  the  same  way  as  the  attorney  general 
was,  in  prosecutions  at  the  suittif  the  king,  to  be  considered 
the  prosecutor^  so  must  the  nobie  marquis  be  here  regarded  as 
the  person  complaining  against  the  learned  judge.  In  this 
character  (and*  the  noble  lord  did  not  Blame  him  for  it)  the 
noble  marquis  had  conducted  the  charges  gainst  the  learned 
judge  before  the  committee ;  and,  thb  being  the  case^  it  could 
hardly  be  alleged  that  *the  learned  judge,  and  those  acting 
against  him  urere  equally  informed  on  the  points  which  had  oc» 
curred  before  the  committee.  He  concluded  by  moving,  That 
the  chairman  of  the  former  committee  do  move^that  the  com^ 
ttiittee  be  revived  in  order  to  lay  before  the  house  the  pr«>- 
ceedings  had  therein,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  the 
same  to  Mr.  Justice  Fox. 

Lords  Hawkesbury  and  Mulgrave  supported  the  (pinion 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  declaring  it,  however,  to  be  their 
wish  that  every  degree  of  justice,  consistent  with  the  forms  of 
the  house,  should  be  done  to  the  Iciamed  judgei. 

Lord  Atfckland  agreed  with  Lord  Grenville,  and  could  not 
figure  that  it  should  be  supposed  that  the  forms-  of  that  house 
should  ever  be  inconsistent  with  substantial  justice.  To  give 
the  house  a  full  discretion,  however,  in  the  business,  and  that 
they  might  afterwards  grant  to  the  learned  judge  the  informa- 
tion required,  or  not,  as  they  should  think  proper,  he  moved 
that  the  words  '*  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  the  same 
to  Mr.  Justice  Fox,"  be  omitted. 

After  a  few  words  farther  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Lord  Grenville,  it  was  agreed  that  the  house  should  take  fur- 
ther time  to  deliberate  on  so  important  a  business. 

The  chairman  accordingly  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  on  Wednesday. 

The  Attorney  General  brought  from  the  commons  the 
stipendiary  curates'  bill. — Adjourned  till  Wednesday. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    MAT  31. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  L<Jrd  Ossulston, 
for  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the  room  of  Sir  W.  Pul- 
teney,  Bart,  deceased. 

Mr.  Poster,  by  order  of  his  majesty,  in  compliance  with  an 
address  of  the  house,  presented  an  account  of  the  estimates  of 
the  ^xpences  of.  the  board  of  first  fruits  in  Ireland;  also  an 

estimate 
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estimate  of  the  expence  for  the  improve&ieiit  of  the  harbour 
of  Howth,  near  DuUin.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Broadstairs  harbour  improvement  bUl  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

SOUTH   LONDON  WATERWORKS. 

Sir  John  Frederick  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  South  London  water-works  bill.-^The  report,  which 
stated  only  that  the  allegations  of  the  preamble  of  the  bill  liad 
not  been  proved,  having  been  ready  Sir  John  Frederick  moved 
that  it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tiirmy  observed,  that  the  committee  had  not  made 
any  report  of  the  bill,  but  merely  that  the  preamble  had  not 
been  proved;  and  contended  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
forms  and  proceedings  in  the  house,  some  report  should  have 
been  made  on  the  bill  itself,  llie  committee  had  endeavoured 
to  ?et  rid  of  the  bill  altogether,  by,  adjourning  for  six  weeks^*' 
and  afterwards  by  negativing  the  preamble  and  two  mate- 
rial clauses,  when  directed  by  the  house  to  proceed  with  the 
bill.  He  was  at  a  loss  what  course  to  take  on  the  occasion, 
and  appealed  tor  the  chair  for  instruction. 

The  Speaker  calling  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  subject, 
stated,  that  the  committee  to  whom  the  YAW  had  been  com- 
mitted, having  reported  to  the  house,  there  was  in  form  ^ 
report  of  it  before  the  house.  It  would,  however,  be  compe- 
tent to  any  other  member  who  disapproved  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  either  to  move  to  negative  the  present  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  proposing  clauses  on  the  repcMt  which  might 
appear  to  him  necessary  to  perfect  the  bill,  or  should  that 
in  his  view  be  impracticable,  by  proposing  clauses  to  move 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted,  which  would  leave  it  in  a  state 
as  if  nothing  had  been  previously  done  in  a  committee.  A 
discussion  of  some  length  took  place,  during  which  the  motion 
that  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table  was  ilegatived ;  and  on 
Mr.  Tierney's  moving  that  the  report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  Wednesday  next,  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Baldwin,  that  it  be  taken  into  further  consideration  this  day 
three  months,  on  which  a  division  took  place. 

For  the  original  motion,  ^         ^         ^ 

For  the  amendment,  -  -  51 

Majority,  .        *        -  42 

The  bill  is  of  course  lost  this  session. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  brought  up  the  report  of  the 

comnvttee 
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VOBunitteeoQ^hc  petitions  against  the  corn  biU»  which  wa» 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^  and  to  be  printed.  The  noble 
lord  alsoigave  notice  of  a  motion  for  an  early  day  on  the  sul>* 
ject  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  report. 

SIR  JOHN  DUCKWORTH. 

Cohnel  Wood  observed*  that  in  consequence  of  somethin;^ 
Aat  had  happened  since  he  had  fixed  his  notice  of  a  motion 
telative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  this  officer 
for  that  day»  he  was  induced  to  postpone  his  motion  to  that 
day  sc*nnight. 

Mr.  State  was  of  opinion  that  the  hon.  gentlehian  would 
not  only  be  disposed  to  defer  the  motion  to  which  he  had  ad- 
"verted)  but  upon  considfsration  would  be  induced  not  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature  at  all.  He  was 
sure  that  no  su(;h  motion  ought  to  be  made  but  upon  the 
strongiest  grounds. 

Co/ami  Wood  bad  considered  the  matter  with  the  most  se- 
rious attention,  and  was  convinced  that  he  had  the  strongest 
ground  for  his  motion,  both  with  respect  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  martial  and  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  admiral  al* 
hided^  to.  It  was  to  acconimodate  the  minister  of  the  country, 
who  wished  to  have  time  to  consider  the  propriety  of  the 
motion*  that  he  had  proposed  to  defer  it. 

MILITARY  AfFAlkS. 

Colonel  Craufurd  moved  for  the  following  accounts  respect* 
ing  the  state  of  the  regular  army,  to  the  production  of  whick 
he  ua4ersgtood  no  objection  woiUd  be  made. 

1st.  An  account  of  the  total  effective  strength  of  the  regular 
army  on  the  ist  of  May,  1 805.  This  he  wished  to  have  only 
i|k  the  aggregate,  lest  any  objection  should  be  mada  to  the 
disdomre  of  the  detail  of  distribution. 

2^  A  return  of  the  number  of  men  that  had  been  raised 
by  the  additional  force  bill,  in  the  few  months  from  the  ist 
of  Jsmuary,  to  the  30th:  of  April,  .180^,  specifying  the  number 
raised  by  the,parishes,.and  by  recruitmg. 

3d.  An  account  of  the  nuipber  of  men  /aised  by  the  ordi- 
nary recruiting  within  the  same  period, 

4th.  An  account  of  the  casualties  in  the  regular  troops  on 
the  home  establishment  within  the  same  period,  and 

5th.  An.  account  .of  the  casualties  in  the  foreign  stations 
witliin.the  last  four  months,  for  which  icetairps  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  adjutant  general's  office.  Tl^se  accounts  were 
severally  ordered. 

'  J-  -    •  'Colond 
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Colonel  Craufurd  then  gave  notice)  that  on  an  early  daf 
after  the  papers  should  be  laid  before  the  hdOKj  he  sboaU 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  subject. 

After  a  few  observations  ft-om  the  Chanccllof  of  the  £«• 
chequer  and  Colonel  Crauftu'd  the  motion  was  fixed  for 
Thursday  ie'nnight.  , 

NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Jcffcry  having  mentioned  in  his  motion  the  preccdiiig 
day  certain  papers  which  were  of  importance  to  the  ftill  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  to  which  his  former  moti  >ns  referred, 
without  any  preface  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house, 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Sir  A.  S.  Hamond  to  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
dated  Dec.  28,  1802;  also  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  the  same 
fix)m  Earl  St.  Vmcent  to  Sir  A.  S.  Hamond,  dated  Dec.  29, 
1805. — Ordered. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  the  returns  to  the 
orders  of  a  former  day,  relative  to  certain  sums  paid  by  the 
receiver  general  of  the  land  tax  in  Scotland,  were  ordet-ed  to 
be  presented  forthwith. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  W.  Elford,  an  accpunt  was  ordered 
of  the  quantity  of  timber  of  a  certain  description  that  had 
been  used  in  his  majesty's  dock-yards  for  ships  of  the  line 
from  the  year  1785  to  1805  inclusive. 

GROWTH  OF  TIMBER. 

&V  William  Dolhen^  after  adverting  to  the  diminution  of 
naval  timber  in  this  country,  and  stating  the  necessity  of 
jnaking  provision  for  a  future  supply,  moved  that  a  cooaunittee 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  state  of  the  timber  growing  in 
this  country,  in  which  he  stated  his  intention  to  move  a  reso* 
lution,  that  no  inclosure  bill  should  in  future  pass  the  houses 
in  which  a  clause  should  not  be  introduce  to  compel  the 
jrilanting  a  certain  proportion  of  the  land  to  be  inclosed  witk 
naval  timber. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  consideration 
of  such  a  subject  at  thi^  time  inexpedient,  and  that  the  intro- 
duction of  such  a  clause  as  that  proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet 
into  inclosure  bills  would  be  to  legislate  in  a  manner  inconsist- 
ent with  every  principle  of  justice  and  sound  policy. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Sir  William  Dolben,  Sir 
William  £lford,  and  Admiral  Markham,  the  motion  was  ne« 
gativcd  without  a*  division. 

'CHAl9€ELL0R  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

Mr^  Hatty  Lascelles  felt  sorry  at  not  seeing  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman 


Digitized  by  VjOQQIC 


ISO  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  MGISTER.  [CoMMOirt, 

demaii  (Mr.  Whttbread)  who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
Sot.  'IWtdaTsebnigtit^  in  Us  place.  He  had  Mmidf  the  pre- 
cedin[|  day^  oix.&  sdppoaition*  thtot  the  part  '«f  the  repon  of  the 
committee  on  the  tenth  reporti  wkich  related  to  the  conduct 
^itfaeichancdfair  of  tfaeexcheqaer^wontdnot  requife  m^ck 
time  for  consi4eratioo/  statdd  his  intenthsti  to  britig  the  qnes- 
tion  forw9rd:at<aii  earlier^f  thmclMt  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gentlen[ian.  •  But  when  he  had  stated  thb  IntentSoii,  he  was 
Hotawarcof  the  interference  of  the  holidays,  and  that  many 
gentlemen  might  not  have  the  report  in  their  hands  till  Wed- 
nesday. One  day^  ronsideratioa  of  the  report  could  not  be 
sufficient^  and  he  therefore  had  reason  to  state,  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  bring  the  subject  forward,  as  he  had  propo- 
sed.  His  own  mind,  however,  was  fully  made  up*  on  the 
subject ;  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  many  members 
of  the  committee  thought  with  him.  If,  therefore,  the  reso- 
lutions which  the  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  propose  to  the 
house  should  be  of  a  criminating  nature,  he  iMa0  determinedt 
if  not  anticipated  by  some  member  of  the  committee,  better 
qualified  by  ialentr*  and  abilities  for  the  occasion^  to  move  re- 
solutions of  a  nature  directly  the  reverse  of  those  of  the  hio*- 
HouraUe  gentleman^ 

The  G^cellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit* 
tee,  on  the  message  of  the  lords  relative  to  the  attendance  of 
£srl  S^  Vincent  m  the  committee-  oathe  several  papers  rela* 
ting  ta  Sir  Home  Popham's  case*  *- 

I'he  Chancdlor  of  the  Bsdieqaer  moved,  that  the  matter 
be  refen^  back  to  the  same  committee,  as  the  report  the^ 
iiad  made -on  the  answer  .they  had  drawn  tip  might  trench 
Qpon  the  privileges  of  the  Idrdf •  Aftdt  somt  observations 
from  Mr.  Kinn^ird,  Sir  John  Stewart,  Sir  W%  Btirroughs» 
and  Mn^  Speaker,  the  ^esbig^  of  the  lords  was  ordeiftd  to  be 
re-committed.  .  ;  .         \    ^i    •• 

'  •  LOTTEUy,  &C.  .'    *  ' 

The  house  resolved^  itself  iato'.a  committee  of  ways  and 
*sieans„  Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chaneellor  of  the  Eiccfaeqner,  it  ins 
SKSolved,  that  frooi  the  success  of  the  system>  pursued  last 
•fcar^  k  was  eaq)edieiit  that  a  lott;(eryr  tx>  donsisb  of  pojooa 
tickets^  productog  0oo,oo0L  at  the  rate  hofi.  loL  per  ticket^ 
should  be  carried  into  execution  in  three  lotteries  for  the  pre« 
sent^  Xffuv  ud  that  the  lords  of  the  trcosurytshottld  lie  ^em- 
powered 
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powered  to  contract  lor  any  xmmbcr  al  tickets  for  each,  and 
to  make  such  regulations  as  they  should  think  fit,  relative  to 
the  amoant  of  prizes  drawa.— Ordered. 

It  was  also  resolved,  that  the  charges  of  allowances  to  adju^ 
tants  and  seijeant-oi^ors  of  the  British  militia,  and  the  allow* 
ances  to  British  inilitia  subaltern  ofiicers,  should  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  land  tax,  and  that  the  charges  of  the  pay  and 
dothmg  of  the  miUtia  of  Ireland  should  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund  of  Ireland. 

On  the  house  being  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  on  Wednesday. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  house»  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  to  Wednes^ 
day  next. 

The  univernty  advowsons  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  that  day  se'imight. 

The  committee  on  the  Lie  of  Man  bfll  was  put  off  to  Wed- 
mesdzj. 

The  Irish  excise  and  customs  bill  was'  read  a  third  time  and 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  leave  was  given  to  bring 
m  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  the^l^d  of  his  majesty,  chap.  99^ 
relative  to  the  receivers  general  of  the  duties  of  assessed  taxes; 
The  amendments  referred  to  two  points :  first,  to  enable  the 
coflaoiissioncrs  of  taxes  in  the  difierent  counties  to  administer 
the  oath  to  the  receivers,  which,  as  the  law  now  stood,  was 
required  te  be  taken  before  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exche- 
quer ;  and  secondly,  to  supply  an  omission  in  that  bill,  by  di-^ 
rectiog  the  receivers  to  repay  the  surcharges,  now  required  to 
he  paid  in  course,  if,  on  appeal  to  the  judges,  the  surcharges 
should  be  reversed. 

Hie  house,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  Dublin  paving  bill,  and  the  blanks  having 
been  filled  up,  the  house  was  resumed,  the  report  was  brought 
up,  the  bill,  as  amended,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  re- 
port ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  consideration  on  Mon- 
day se'nnight. 

Mr.  purges  Bourne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Irish 
distilleries  bill,  which  was  re-committed,  when  the  report' 
was  reeeived^  and  after  some  conversation,  the*  amendments 
were  agreedito,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Wednesday. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  Mr.  Vansittart,  Mr. 
Latouche,  and  Mr.  Alexander,  the  Dublin  police  bill  was 

Vol.  III.  1805.  R         .  read 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ii3  .  TH£  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [Lo%d^^ 

read  a  second  tioie^  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Wed^* 
Rewiaj.   . 

.Mr.  Ifuskisson  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednesday  he  would 
inoyc.t^at  the  report  of  the  coal  committee  be  referred  to  a 
c^mmkteeof.thjs  whole  housci  with  an  intention  of  moving 
li^ihat  pommiU^e  that  a  certain  quantity  of  coals  be  allowed 
to  b^  brought  to  London  by  the  Paddington  canal. 

Mr.  Qrmsby  brought  in  a  bill  appointing  commissioners 
to  inquire  into  the  public  offices  in  Ireland,  which  was  read 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Wed- 
nesday. The  other  orders  were  then  disposed  of^  and  the 
bouse,  adjourned  to  Wednesday, 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

WEDNESPAT,   JUNE  5. 

•  -  ,•  ■  t 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  land  tax 
commissioners'  name.bill,  property  act  amendment  bill^  the 
naval  commissioners  bill^  military  commissioners  bill,  wixif 
duty  bill)  Kingston-upon-Hull  dock  bill^  and  to  about  thirty 
private  JuiUsr  The  commissioners  unere  the  Lord  ChanceHor^ 
^d  Lords  Auckland  and  Walsingham. 

The  Earl  o(  Suffolk  withdrew  his  notice  for  a  motion  on 
the  state  of  Ireland,  and  stated  that  he  would  renew  it  in  the 
course  of  next  week.  His  lordsliip  having  alluded  to  his 
former,  motion  for  West  Lidia  bills,    . 

Lord  tiawkesbury  said,  that  as  he  now  understood  the  ob« 
ject  of  the.noble  earl,  he  thought  he  could  frame  the  mouon 
so  as  to  comply  with  the  noble  earl's  wishes  in  a  few  days. 
He  therefore  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an 
account  of  bills  <}rawn  from  the  West  Indies  which  had  not 
l^een  paid  when  presented.  He  assured  th?  noWe  lord,  how- 
ever, that  the  information  he  had  received  wa^  incorrect,  and 
that  as  the  bills  were  afterwards  paid  at  the  bank,  no  private 
emolument  could  arise  to  thp  persons  in  the  public  offices. 

Earl  Suffolk  maintained  the  truth  of  his  former  statement. 
.  The  house  was  ordered  to  be  summoned  for  Monday,  on 
jhe  motiofi  of  the  Bisliop  of  London.  l . 

Strangers  were  then  excluded  from  below  the- bar.  On 
pur  re-admittance,  we  found  that  the  hou^  had  determined 
that  it  was  contrary  to  their  rules  to  allow  Mr.  Justice  Foi^  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  01^  his  case  which  had  taken  place 
^efore  the  comn^iftee. 

:\    :.  On 
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On  the  question  for  the  calling  in  of  tounsd,  "  ^  ,       '* 

Earls  Spencer  and  Carlisle^,  and  the  Marquis  of  Qucl^itig-^' 
ham  regretted  the  decision  which. had  been  come  tO/ibd  par- 
ticularly that  Mr.  Justice  Fox -should,  by  any  ignorante  br  the 
house  as  to  the  proper  mode  to  be  adopted,  be-plic^d^'ifl  a* 
worse  situation  than  that  in  which  he  would  otherwise  have 
stood,  in  being  denied  access  to  the  evidence  adduced  iigaiyist' 
him  before  the  committee ;  while,  on  the  other  fiand,'  the 
minds  of  their  lordships  must  naturally  be  presumed^to  have 
received  some  bias  in  hearing  ex-parte  proceedings  against 
him  for  the  last  two  months.  '  *    '  . 

Lord  Harrowby  and  the  S&rquis  of  Abercom  vindicated 
the  propriety  of  withholding  from  Mr.  Justice  Fox  all  access 
to  the  proceedings  had  before  the  committee* 

Counsel  were  then  called  in. 

Mr.  Romilly  was  heard  for  the  petitioners  in  the  case  of 
the  petty  jury  of  Fermanagh ;  and  it  was  settled  that  each 
charge  should  be  taken  separately.  . ' .  ^~ 

Mr.  Johnson,  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ireland,  Vas  exa- 
mined in  support  o^  the  charge ;  and  was  cross- exaf)lined  at 
some  length  by  Mr.  Adam. 

It  being  then  proposed  to  examine  one  of  the  petitioners. 

This  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Nolan,  who 
contended  that  this  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  crimxyial  pro- 
ceeding at  the  suit  of  the  crown,  in  which  the  private  party 
who  had  been  injured  might  be  called  on  as  a  witness  for  the 
public ;  but  was  an  application  by  the  petitioners  *t|icfmselves, 
claiming  redress  and  indemnification.  /^ 

This  was  answered  by  Mr.  Romilly,  who  cont^nd^d  that  if 
such  evidence  as  that  now  proposed  to  be  adduced  were  to  be 
rejected,  it  might  be  impossible,  in  many  instances,  to  detect 
even  the  most  enormous  offences. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Ellenborough  concurred  in 
thinking  this  a  case  in  which  persons  situated  as  the  witness 
was,  might  properly  be  examined- 

Thc  chairman  then  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  the  committee 
on  the  Pancras  bill  was  postponed  till  Tuesday;  the  right 
reverend  prelate -at  the  same  time  repeating  Iris' resolution  to 
make  a  motion  oh  Monday  for  throwing  out  the  bill  entirely, 
by  moving  then  that  it  be  committed  that  day" three  months. 

Adjourned. 

R2     •  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  5. 

The  house  Iiaving  attended  in  the  house  of  peers,  the  Speak^ 
er  on  ks  return  announced  that  the  ropl  assent  had  been: 
given  by  commission  to  several  public  acts. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  certain  woollen  mannfactn-^ 
rers  of  Yorkshire,  agaitist  the  woollen  manufacture  regulation 
bill.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  second  reading  of 
the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  that  a 
new  writ  should  issue  for  the  election  of 'a  commissioner  to^ 
serve  fer  the  county  of  Forfiir,  in  room  of  Sir  David  Came* 
gie,  Bart,  deceased. 

Sir  Wm.  Lemon  presented  a  petition  from  the  ired\oIders„ 
See.  of  the  county  of  Comwati,  upon  the  subject  of  the  tenth 
report.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  respecting  the  improvement  of  the  port  of  London, 
was  on  the  motion  of  Sir  William.  Curtis  taken  into  the  con- 
sideration of  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  Sit  Charles- 
Price  ill  the. chair.  The  report  being  gone  through,  the 
house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  next 
day. 

Sir  Charles  Price  presented  a  petition  from  certain  carmen, 
stating  the  loss  they  were  likely  to  suffer  from  a  proposed  ar* 
rangement  respecting  the  London  docks,  and  praying  the- 
house  to  consider  the  same.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  London  dock  Mil. 

Mr.  Creevey  presented  a  petition  from^  certain  fredioIder» 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex  m  the  interest  of  Sir  Fnmeis  Bur- 
dett,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  defend  the  seat  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  &«.    The  petition  bemg  x^ad» 

Mr.  Creevey  gave  notice  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move- 
the  next  day  that  the  order  which  stands  for  Friday,  for  the 
appointment  of  a' ballot  to  try  the  merits  of  the  Middlesex 
electbn,  should  be  discliarged.  The  hon.  member  added, 
that  he  should  move  that  onier  ["to  be  postponed  to  a  future 
day,  with  a  view  to  afford  a  fisdr  time  to  the  parties  to  prcw 
pare  and  exchange  lists.  :  :  >.  . 

The  Speaker  stated,  in  answer  to  ar  question  which  bad 
been  put  to  him,  that,  cdnfbrmably  to  th«  terms  of  the  aa, 
the  petitioners  in  this  case  were  entitled  to  all  the  rights. 

•     '  that 
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riut  beloifged  to  the  caodkbte  on  whose  side  they  came  for* 
ward.  * 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  wished  the  hon.  member  who  had  given 
notice  of  the  motion  upon  this,  subject  would  state  the  time 
to  which  he  proposed  to  postpone  the  order  thairsiood  for 
Friday,  as  he  apprehended  it  would  be  found  to  be  the  opi^ 
nioQ  of  the  house  that  the  petitioners  were  not  entitled  to  the 
exchange  of  listSi  ^ 

Ofdered,  on  the  motion  of  .Mr.  Wbitbread,  that  as  account 
dioidd  be  laid  before  the  house  of  the  balances  of  pntdic  ma^ 
ney  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  general  of  the  customs  onthe 
5th  of  Jamnryi  5th  of  April,  5lh  ef  July,  and  5th  of  Oetiober 
in  each  year,  from  the  year  1 793  inclusive,  up  to  the  5th  of 
April  last,  with  aa  account  of  the  names  of  the  persons  in 
whose  hands  such  balances  were  at  each  of  those  periods  re^ 
spectively  \  also  to  whom  and  when  pBtd.* 

A  clerk  froiti  the  office  of  the, chief  secretary  for  Irdand 
presented  an  account  of  the  expence  of  criminal  prosecutions 
m  that  country  firom  the  year  1795  up  to  the  latest  period  at 
which  the  same  could  be  made  out; — ^Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Master  of  fhi  Rdii  presented  a  petition  from  the  trus>* 
tees  of  the  British  museum,  praying  aid  to  enable  them  to 
purchase^  for  the  use  of  that  valuaUe  repertory,  the  collection 
of  sculpture  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  Townley.  The 
kon.  member  remarked  on  the  value  of  this  collection^  which 
he  stated  to  be  superior  to  any  collection  of  ancient  sculpcore 
in  Europe*  In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  he  ^bservedf 
that  such  a  property  was  highly  de»rable  to  be  possessed  by 
the  puWc,  particularly  in  order  to  aid  the  study  of  our  young 
artists^  and  abo  because  that  kind  of  property  for  pubfic  ex- 
hibition was  much  more  wanting  in  this  country  than  in  any 
other  nation  is  Europe.  An  inequality  of  this  nature  every 
Englishman  muit^  for  the  aedit  of  the  country  and  the  bene- 
Ht  of  the  arts>  be  anidous.  to  remove ;  and  he  was  happy  to 
inform  the;ho«se^  that  an  object  which  would  contribute  so ' 
materially. to  that  end,  might:  in  this  instance  be  attained  by 
the  expenditure  of  2o,oool.  for .  which  the  £imily  of  ilir, 
Townley*.  wen^wiU^g  to  part  widi  thi»  much  esteemed  pro-^ 
fertfi  The  -wholte  oif  the  case,  h«prever>  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose referring  to  a  committee,  and  it  wouid.  be  for  that  com^  . 
Butteie  to  consider  aU. the  circumstances,    -...j. 

-The  Speaker  ashed  if  hiv  majesty^s  consent  was.obtainei|^  ta 
the  petition  2    .     »  :      *  -^ 

The 
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-  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered  in  the  affir- 
motive* 

Sir  JP'iHfam  Tdung  having  had  the  honour  to  know  the 
ihucK  rtf^ctcd  proprietor  of  this  collection,  was  enabled  to 
s^7,  that^^the-sum  'mentioned  was  not  equal  to  one  fourth  of 
itsi  value.  The  hon.  baronet  felicitated  the  public  on  the  pro- 
bable possession  of  such  a  property,  and  expressed  a  wish  that 
Mr.  Townley's  collection  of  coins  and  medals,  &c.  were  also 
to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  country,  as  >he  deemedlt 
superior  to  any  private  collection  in  Europe,  not  excepting 
even  that  capital  of  the  arts  Rome,  where  there  were  not 
more  than  three  or  four  i:Ollections  supposed  at  all  equal 
to  it. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  observed  that  the  family  of  Mr. 
Tbwnley  were  not  disposed  to  part  with  the  collection  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  baronet. 

TTie  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which  was  nomi- 
nated. 

Lord  William  Russell  brought  up  the,  minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  committee  on  the  South  Lambeth 
water-works  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  %  and  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Tiemey,  postponed  till  Friday. 

The  papers  ordered  on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Jeffery,  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  make  his  promised  motions ;  the 
V  first  of  which  was,  that  an  account  should  be  prepared  and 
laid  before  the  house  next  session,  of  the  benciices,  dignities^ 
prebends,  donatives,  and  parochial  chapels  belonging  to  the 
established  church,  npon  which  the  clergj^inen  have  not  been 
resident  within  the  last  year,  distinguishing  such  clergymen  as 
may  have  received  any  licence  or  permission  for  non-residence 
from  their  diocesans ;  also  stating  the  names  of  the  several 
clergymen  who  have  been  non-resident.  The  second  motion 
was  for  an  account  ofthip  names  and  numbers  of  such  parishes 
as  have  been  united  in  Ireland  under  one  head,  stating  the 
time  when  such  unions  took  place,  and  under  what  authority. 
Also  what  distance  the  several  parishes  were  asunder,  whiit 
glebe  land  belonged  to  each,  and  whether  there  was  a  glebe 
house,  what  churches  were  standing  in  the  several  parishes  at 
present,  and  what  at  the  time  of  the  union;  The  hon  ..baronet 
stated  the  object  of  these  motions  to  be,  thtit  the. house  should 
be  put  in  full  information  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the 
initasure  for  enforcing  the  residence  of  the  Irish  clergy,  which 

a  learned 
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a  learned  gentleman  (Dr.  Duigenan)  had^  given  noti^re  of  bis 
intention  to  bring  forVrd  next  session^  but  the  adoption  of 
vhich  he  had  expected  this  session.  If  tl^e  learned^|[entle- 
man  should  not  bring  forward  this  measure  early  in  the  next 
session,  he  felt  it  so  material  to  the  interest  of  the  protestant 
establishment,  that  he  should  himself  conceive  it  his  duty  to 
bring  it  before  the  house.  The  non-residence  of  the.  Irish 
clergy  was  a  great  grievance,  but  the. union  of  the  parishes  was 
still  as  mischievous,  l^his  practice  of  uniting  parishes,  mere- 
ly in  oxder  to  increase  the  revenues  of  indivichial  clergymen^ 
was  such>  that  in  some  cases  tHere  were  fourteen  parishes 
under  one  pastor ;  of  course  there  was  but  one  protestant 
church  in  that  district,  in  which  there  were  fourteen  catholic 
ch;apels.  He  submitted  to  the  house  whether  such  a  state  of 
things  was  calculated  to  forward  the  interest  and  doctrine  of 
the  church  establishment. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  feconded  the  motions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated,  that  it  was  the 
full  intention  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  to  propofe  the  matter  allu- 
ded by  the  honourable  mover  for  enforcing  the  reiidence  of 
the  Irifli  clergy, 

Mr.  Alexander  faid,  that  bifhops  in  Ireland  often  divided 
parilhes  that  were  too  extenfive  for  the  attendance  of  one 
reftor. 

Mr.  Vanjittart  wiflied  the  utmoft  information  might  be 
had  towards  the  ends  propofed  bv  the  honourable  mover. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  obferved,  that  unlefs  very 
ftrong  grounds  exifted  to  call  for  the  union  of  parifhes  de« 
fcribed  by  the  honourable  mover,  it  was  very  reprehenfible. 

Sir  George  Hill  bore  teftimony  to  the  regular  refidence 
and  laudable  demeanor  of  the  clergy  in  three  diocefes  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted. 

The  motidns  were  agreed  to. 

CoL  Stanley  rofe  to  poftone  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  for  that  day,  to  refer  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Duke  of  Athol's  petifiop,  &c.  refpedling  the 
ille  of  Man,  to  the  coniideration  of  a  committee  'ot  the 
whole  houfe.  He  underftood  that  many  gentlemen  who 
did  not  fuppofc  it  was  fixed  for  that  day  were  difpofed  to 
deliver  their  fentimeuts  upon  it ;  in  order  that  thofe  gentle- 
men (hould  attend,  as  he  was  deiirous  (o  have  the  bufineis 
fully  difcufled,  he  was  induced  to  pofipone  it  till  next  day* 

]ilr,  Creevey  obferved,  that  as  the  objeft  pf  the, proceeding: 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioner  was  to  ii^validatc  an  a£l  of  par«% 

liameiit,* 
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iMMl|t;4se,^«iihallli^*e«4eiice  taksnbcforetfac  committee 
to  \M  ^bTeiUod  bote*  dK  hwfe  if^M  go  imo  tbc  coo* 
fideration  of  tbc  fubjeft.  la  ocder  Co  a£bcd  cime  for  tbitt 
he  thoik^;it«>a^hibiethuit  tiyc  honourabte  gcnUemaa't 
iDOtioii  miUfa^irc;-|iQftpoood:tiU  Friday.  . 

Mr.  Curwen  Iiad  no  doubt  it  would  be  found  that  many 
JRift»yitge^'m  (ibejNiport.were  iq  ditcA  contradidioo  to 
the  evidence. 

The<}tuiiceMor  of  t&e  Excbeauer  thought  the  remark  of 
the  honMn^le  gentietnafi  would  apply  better  on  Friday. 
'>  The  report  of  tbe^xe  agency*  bill  was  broi^ht.  up,  and 
feverai  asaendrnjentt,  introduced  by  Sic  W.  Scott,  were  agreed 

-  Mr.  Jhhnfiwi  adrorted  to  the  cbav^e  broi^ht  befove  the 
houfe  on  a  former  occafion  by  Admiral  Oocbrane-iigaitift 
the  k^ng*»  prodoF)  alleging  that  he  permitted  bb  partner,  in 
inany  cafes,  to  aA  for- die  adverfe  party ;  and  aniroadTcrted 
in  mong  terms  upon  fuch  a  pradice,  particularly  in  an 
offie^-iWhOf-aceosaing  to^  the  ftateniemt4>f  the  honourable 
tnover  of  thii  bill,  received  not4e&  than  13,0001.  a  year  net 
profit^  froiii^hicbuAneft.  -The  lionourable  gentleman  re- 
marked that  when  the  change  of  gtofs  malverfation  which 
be  alluded  to-waa  made^  tlie  lear^ied  gentleman  (Sir  Wm. 
Scott)  did  not  coniractiff  it.^  tic  concluded  with  moving  a 
daufe,  that  any  prod  of  wlio>  {Hall  allow  his  partner  to  take 
tbe-advei^fe  iide,x>r  who  ftiaU  dire&Iy  or  indire£Uy  receive 
0ny  paif  ftf.  the  promts  fram  the  proQor  on  the  other  fide, 
M  mdyu>tber  pprion,  IbaJi^  upon  convidlion  thereof,  be  utterly 
excluded  from  the  profeilion,  and  any  place  whatever  he 
'4nay'h0ld.ia  the  admiraltry  or  vice  adfBiff«ltry  courts.  And 
«i£a.  that  'for  every  iuch.  offence  the  offeadct  Ibail  forfeit 
50UL.k>  bejrecqvered  on  information^  &c.  ..  .  u. 

iirJV.  Scott  did  not  fe^  the  neceffity  fior  .tfats  iclaofii^  as 
•theApni^ce  i|.feiSerred^  isas  already  ptooojpoed  ilkgal  and 
^aspuaiftablcondeteAijon;  Hehad  no  objefitoa,  however, 
to itaimport^and  tliezcfiof e  Ihouki  notoppofe  tC 
«i..Tfac  claitle.sKas'adopted>  .the:  bill  jras  tgoaa.  tJ^rougb>,aiid 
ordered  to  be  read  a  i^fcd  thae  Jifixl  day. ;:-      .;,::-  ;; 
^:  Mr^  Uudkiflun  gave,  nptice  cf  a:motiaai/or^^.  drntt'day 
on  the  JfabjeA  ^  the  cptamfty  of  cpoia  *  tikrfbftucfcrried  Ip 
JLondoa  by  tbe i3rand  ^Mftion  Canah^uo a  cirs  :d    . 
X  Tbelciik  diftillery  bcU  was  osddttimdAMraui:j^Scic 
z^^Onprn  mation  iur  tlie^third  reading  oiixtoe  biU  for'fiq^ 
plying  the  IrUhxstics  and  t^wns  with-  watery 
^•Z  -  Afr. 
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to  grand  juries ;  ud  fnoved»  as  aia  ancadnoMOl^  tiiattf/l^ 

reai-thatday  tbrcensiomhs*    «,       ?    ..     ••  ,.  i 

.Cb^qiiel  B8gv^U\di4  not  tjiiok  ;tbe  bl^eftion  of  the  ngbt 
bop*  0eiiUemaa  w^  wdl9Sf>\md^%^.vifokd  thftaiDendr 
meot.  . .  ' '  i 

$ir  TohA  Newport  fupported  the  aiueodmra^  wliich  was 
agreed  tp.  .     ^ 

The  sepott  of  xhe  coaiiaittee  o£  waysafti  meaos  was 
brought  up,  agreed  to»  and  bills  ordered  accordlQgljr.   \   ■  -. 

The  receiver  gcMral's  ^meodaieDt  bill  v?a3;Ky»d  the  j^rft 

time»  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  fecond  tioie  next^flay- /^  V 

.  The  Weft-India  free  ports  bilU  the  public  auaitors*  bitU 

and  the  pofthorfe  duty  farming  blll»/were!read  (be  third 

tiaie  and  pafled.    -  •  ;  5,    ,  ,.    -  *.  «  '-^ 

The  bill  for  inqiurio^  into  the^fee^  and.  ^rat^itles  of  pi^b«: 
Jic  offices  in  Ireland'was  read  the.  fecond  tune,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  next  dayr —     *  - 

The  expirhig  lam  bill.iirdfc  coinmI(teid,;s(Q4  the  report  pr- 
dered  to  be  received ;the  n^t  day«    .  ,  .. 
.  .The  otber.ordersv'were  poftppned.--AdjOttrned* 


HOUSE\OF    LORDS,  ;    „ 

THiJRtDAT,  JUNE  6. 

*  The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  tlie  char|^  aplnft 
Mr.  Juftice  Fox,  when  Mr.  Armftrongf  one  of  the  petition* 
era  whofe  evidence  was  the  preceding  day  declared  to  be 
admiffible,  was  exaipined.  *  . 

On  his  cro&*examination,  Mr.  Adam  hamg  inquired  if 
the  witnefi  bad  not,  .in  his  examination  before  the  com* 
mittee,  given  a  difierent  fiatement  i  the  queftion  wasf  ob- 
jeded  tabf  Mr,  RopiiUy.  ,  \  • 

Cooi^  betng  ordered  to  wltbdraWt^  a  Jong  convct&tioa 
cnfued,  in  the  coihrie  of  which  Lcnrd  Elienboroogh  having 
alioded  to  the  faft  of  its  having  been  decided  that  the  evi- 
dence take^  before  the  committee  Cobld  not  be  £ubmittoi 
to  the  infpedioi^  of  the  learned  judge, 

Lofd  Mittto  inainuined  that  no  ii»b  decifioa  had  take^ 
^lace  i  bttS^hat  the  qoeftion  ftill  remained  opeatadifcufnoo. 

Lord  £Uenborough4lec.fau^  that  tiiis  being  the  cafe,  he 
thoi^bttbe  point  tatitted  to  the  moft  &Iemn  dkdfion ;  but 
ift  the  mean  time,  he  ibonid  beof  opauon  that  the  gueftioli 
propofed  by  the  learned  counfel  be  not  pat. 
^OL.IH.  1805.  2)  '  tat^ 
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i;6r4  Mii^^o  theit;  Jft^ri^fM^xotJferfhttoii  ocr  tfae-ferm 
of  die  mbl(c^;1ti'wbi?h'tli<6'DYllM»rChftta^^^ 
L9fd  Aodcland.  aQ4,Lord  Eltl^bfirtorii  dMtvwDd  dieir 
opmi^  iHt)d« bm|oftM  bf  Lotd Mhiios  Aid 

the  >^^^  9ml^tfac  LonI 

t^anc'dlSr^fAtt  tt'.^  gi^^«6tic^  thit  he  ihoiildthc  next 
d^Y  )n<^ve  that  the  comniittee  who  fomMiy ibtoirtte trufi« 
nets  he  re^^ifeif,  /or  thif  jhitjbdfe'  df  allowing  the  cbtttman  to 
lav  tU"^f<y<%Mri^  taK^ii^^^b^^  tht  comsrittee  on  the 
fahlcof  tiftfifbtife,  AV^ficft  tb^  -ftep  Ihduld  te^agteed  on, 
it  Would  be^xrhe  fdflhe  houfe  to  refolvebow  the?  ihotdd 
JTolIiw^ftW.  -  '   '  •       '"  '  *'    /' 

;'^^11ijf  gfialrtiraSf'tifpcrtcd  progrcfi,  tud  obtained  Ickve  to 
iftt  agaWtl*''irtx<  aay.  -  •  ,; .  *        i  --    r 

Oi^  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland  it  W«$^o«4erf  d;  tkattfae 

'^v1t(Sitici!'5i6W  taken  be* printed.— Adjomiidb^^       ''     »• 

-r."'-     ^^  e  /J  .,u*u  .••     1^1     •  ./ •  ,j  ^.^  ,»,  :...,,  ..    .    .^ 

HOUS^  OF  COMMONS*  ^.   , 

Siir^Li^^C  1^^  fwo/ii,  and  took  his  feat  on  bis 

xeVlj^i^  afteY  9C€eptih|  ttie  b%e  of  one  of  the  com- 
miffimiMfjot  )ttc  if^afuxy  m  Ireland.     ' 

.Jyi^P^p^oqke  pi^fept^d.  pftitioRi  from  39^000  clothiers  of 
thfer2fU)unty*Qf,  Xork,  and  from  Che  clothiers  of  Sonwrfet^ 
i^oi^pR0€ff  and  tVilt^,  in  favour  of  fhe  bill  rclatihg  to  their 
trade  now  I>efore  the  bqufe.  Mr.  Brooke  obfetVeC  thi|t  the 
Ci^^Ueftsnow  exifting  had  lafted  frtr threii  y^cUi^/'  WTiat  he 
^^{t^  n^si.^n  eauitable  arrangement b^tweefV niaflers  and 
wojckEMtAji^i©  wiihcd  thclawjto  hie  tc^u^ed  mucoomo^^ 
AUsfYftcmi  (o  that  makers  f^tti  Workmen'  tiiar^  nue  to 
.uQd^riOi^and  It.     •  ',     '•  ' 

f  nidrf  nii^i^d^ ;  lie  ttiougbt 

iStm\^r  ,f^tLe;tq  tjw  fame 
'  t^  l^K  l&W^k  a  ttop  f» 
lie-  t>e'dth>hi';Weli^^oider«a  to 

nbjerioff  of  !b&^L6haott  (fix^s 
^ifUfi»c^(/^t9,lK  jr^<9ini)1i{t^({To,  i  cojmnifttte  of  the  Whole 

i^-  '  '-  -Oil 
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to  be-.tecftivfidl  lf^l^{-dsl]l^-    .  .^ .    ;,.nr •,  y^o  ^  j •  ^vom  ^ - 

Uil  be  read  9rfircoii4<cifl9Q  that^^ay  Ukm  m^nC^,;  /-  ^^^  \; 

Mr.  Brooke  hoped  the  honourable  baronet  w^ou]fa;.,witn^. 
(tenrJusinotuMv  in  pr<ier  t|)at  the  Of4f^(W  af  g;i|JTeitieft. 
may  be  colleded,  for  the  purpofe  ^^«Jprep^u3g;.^^^in  ff§ 
gasmlamwisMiiiffMiQftth^nn^  ^^^^  \ 

Mr.  H.  LarcM^wU9Fd.t^9  aiwodn^^ 
with  a  view  Co  turn  the  attention  of  hia  majefly^t  govetii- 
mcfllt  tp  this  fubjed*  for  the^purpofe  of  a  complete  aiTange* 
mcnt  early  in  {he^A*)U.ieII!^n.     '   :   ^  C-  :  ;i 

Sir  R.  Buxton  coq^f  tf^rtc^  Wflbdraw  his  amendment 
•  AAnnx9k  Befkekiy  coi^nt<^to  put  o|F  the  fecond  feading 
till  Monday,  W^h' a  vjieW,  to^afcCrufif  iW  fentnrictrta  ofthd 
goMniment»  but  wltti  %Vl^c^^^^«*^^  to  tndV^r'lIUit  It 
2umldthe»be  further  put ^  till  l^t%  tiire^' li^ 
/  J^  Crc^vcjr  moy^,  that  tlicf  order  for  taklti^1nt6^^0- 
fidtt^oa  Xhe.  petitions!  complaining  of  ^o  undli<!'iileeHoii 
for-tb^  QQUnto  of  ^ddleiex,  be  put  ofF  ftoih  tHe^htxViSiv 
iiil  Ibtubatd^y  fj-'nnight,    Qrdeied,  ^^rnjlc^f 

. .  UrHifelluUQn:^fil<ld.tbat,  in  confideration  (Sfm^iSfS&6t 
qi  t^$»^i^iUxF  ff(/ihfi  E«qheqiicr  from  indi({>bfitioi(rttte 
4l<SB:il^|Q9koi^  tbe^t)^^  claims  with  tefb^tothe 

tOt  of  Mail,  ihould^Be  pUf  off  till  'next  iRfV  AW^fjhric 
i>fcfcnfaMppf^{|qw  Mr.  Curwcn,  aitoflVe 

lengi^ ^/ff^^ifffiiXm  ;b^d.bceii  pcndlggj*  thtf  i^tihcj 

confideiarigiayas  nwi  (9X  the  hctt^ayl     *  y.a^  ^^^ 

On  tHe  SoUot^  VlV.,,\yhjl^^^^  a<f(fiti(JitSrac. 

:fW^^t<piffaW^  bcfbrc'^flieTioufe  an  aaptinrdftflc 

peribns  m  wlio(e  names^  the  navy  khd*vi£tuii)  link  BHls^dded 

.l^W^Qi^ato  9  jitotice  for  th«  ilCKt  day.  '     "oj""««r 

Mr.tlofe  brought  up.  ihe  re)port  oTtfic  co«iTJ?tte^Vt*5e 

.0  5  2  '^^m 
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fafli  %^«fh«y  1»tl..    ok  Ae'ittbtlott  'of  Mr.  Vatifittdrt;  the  re" 
port  4ra^  6fd«ted  UT'be  tulcien  into  further  conriidemtloii  on' 
'  NK^niifr  *  •  -    - '    .  -      •  •  ^ ..  • 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vanfitfart,  the  committee -oil  the 
Dublin  i!K)nce  hilt  \ith^'pk  off* till  the  tteti'  dajr.- 

It  ^rasr  ^il«!Md*  thxtfti}«:  tmtireihould  th^  detfxbtfre- 
folVtf  kKlo 'W  ciNrmlltn»e»  t6  confider  af  certain  gnim  for 
ftcret  fc'rvt<fe9  iftfwsVarwI.  • 

Mr.  StutgctT  Btforno  brought  dp  the  loyahy1oan<:dnifen« 
fation  biU,  arid  the  biH  for  completing  the  Crinan  canaU 
^bteh  were*  read  2^'firfl  time,  and  ordered  tK)  he  read  a  fecond 
time  the  next  day;  affo  the  bill  for  defraying  the  chM^ges^of 
'"pay  .and  clothing  of  the  militia  of  Great  Britain  flOA  Imatid  {* 
'  ^e'bilt  fot  allowanced  to  fobaitern  *  officets  of  mititia  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  bill  fofthe  betMrcoU 
leftioh  of  the  duty  on  paper  in  Ireland.     *    *     m  .  •  .-  ' 

'On  t\ie  motion  of  Mf.  Fofter,  the  houfe-i^entinto  a  cbto* 
•mittea  tb  confider  of  the  means  for  impf  of  ing*  the'  bbilMHMr 
of  Howth  near  Dublin.  A  fum  not  exceeding  IO,0TOt« 
IrHh  was  ordered  to  be  adta^vced  out" of  the  conroiidated 
fund  bfli'eland  fbr  thi^purpofe.  Th$  report  to  be^recetved 
xioct-da'^u   '  ' 

'  *  The  I^^b  hors^  ind  ^og  duty  btO  thii  re|)orted>  sltld'M^Asftd 
to  Be  *cMk  third  time  oa  Monday.   •  ' . .'  ^ ** 

On  the  diOtidh  of  Mf.  HuskisiKnii  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  Spanish  wine  duty  bill.  Mr.  Rraoke  wished 
the  acklititfnal  duty  on  S'patoi^h  wine  to  be  redoced  from  i^I. 
to  loL  a  ton.  Mr.  Huskisson  could  not  agree  to  this  prd^ 
pd^itibft)  Which  was  resisted  by  Sbr  C  Price  also,  ts  ijnfiiyour- 
able  to '  t&e  fair  trader;  Mr.^  Brooke's  propesitioli  was  iiega- 
livedrand'thi^  duty  fixed' at  t,2l«t  per  ton*^  The  repoit  was 
ordered  to  be  received' next  day.  ".  !•   ♦ 

'  Oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ro^,  the  liOus^^em^xiM'a  com- 
x«Sttee  oil  the  acts  r^ating  to  (he  seamen  tituf^y^  in  the 
eoo9t»r^  trade*  Theohfimnan  was  ifitfrrue«e&'t<^  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend'  the  act  <xf -3l^OeOtf  IIL  re* 
Utingto  thk8ubject.~l^d  rtport  wrtt- brought  u|>i  and  a  biH 
Wtts  ord^cd  iccofdingly.-      i'  .    ♦  .. 

•  MV.  Huskissoh  mot^  the  order  of  the  dayfo^  going  into 
a-coAimittee'dn  the  repbft  of  the  eomntiitteo  <Afffttv^  coa)  trade. 

Sir  Ralph  M9Mike  disapproved  ^,eWy:thing<fhat  tended 
to  diminish  the  working  of  the  northern  collieries.  A'd^** 
,^ntitiOf£  of  ^he  thlppiitg  and  seamen  employed  in  conveying 
eqafe  coaitnttsif'tttttsi  Mlow.  *  This  trade  was  the  beK  nimery 

of 
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of  fieaaK9>  and  th«  nm  engaged.  Ni:*i(t  ^>ng  tiQCii^slMMd  )#  r 
vopy  cbngorou)  seas  and' coasts,  w^^^panidMlaRt^..^^;^  ^r^* 
the  .most  arduous  servicesi  as  the  best  officers  of  thfyi%mfi 
allowed.  ••;../     M        .  .  ,-...         p  ';^ 

Mr.  Hudci^oft  slated  that  the\imkedip»Yfij^ct^ff^i0gC^ 
tons  b]f:»the  Paddington  eanalthi^  ]mr>  Yil9  tMQBfM  ^«naVc 
the  boiue  to  form  a  judgmenti  wbetjier  *tbltifWOcv*inB4nu9re 
certain  supply  of  coals  to  London  in  tihUf'Mrliy^  i%m»»ly  to^be 
amwlod'wstlfarany  mischief  to  thexoaatioycorftrajfif  r. .  '" 

Sir  M.  \y.  Ridley  said,  the  friends  of  liif^c|9aKAQg  cpal  ^r«4e\ 
trere  ^Uiged  lo  accede  to  the  conveyance  pJF-  this-lUpiied 
qnaotitytin  t]^e  &9r  that  government  wovLld  iaipo$e^«ever^ 
jreatraints  tipontbem.  .     :         •     ♦  l-   •   ,.3 

Mr.  Burdon  consented  to  g^  into  the  tConunitieC,  ]3m  was^ 
sure  this  measure  would  prcFvc  completely  inadequate* 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  hoped  a  public  dtscussioR  would  tak<; 
place  in  the  next  session.  He  did  not  thmk  therA^wou^d  be  a 
disposition  to  enlarge  thi  quantity  to  -be  imported  in  thia  way^ 
ataduty  of  1.0S.  ad.  per.ton«  *v;r;: 

Ktr.  Huskisson  snoveds  thalt  .50^)00  ton  be;aUowed.to  b^ 
brought  by  the  canal^  paying;  aduty  9£  los.  ^.pcT^^Onsb^g 
the  duty  now  paid  per  chaldron  oil  cbais  brought  coas^mus^u 

iR-answer  to  a  question fro]Q^(iWwfd  .White9.^Vfr;  l^psli^ 
stajtedyithat  the  reason  of  ch«^ii|^:tli$dutjfinthisiH«!$a9c#'by 
the  ton  wasr  that  the  ppdh  br^ug^  i^  1^1^  w^w^^  Jbppiitge 
tob&jncasiiffi0d.  .  .    :  r  ■  ,:  -    y:     : — ^• 

Sir  M.  .White  Ridley  tliot^bl  tbc^  ton  inoro  tbaa^UM^  sbsh 
onfu     •  '»♦  ^    •  ■  .  f.-T       M  ot 

Mr,  Huskisso'n  argiied  for  the  at^curacy  of  th^  4:a!lcvl^QlH^ 
.  AAerJORifi'foff^Mir  eoaversatiQn,thejtQkp^qi:^of,J!|rrJ[^«* 
Idsaon-  w^.  agii^^d  to>  and  ;th)e  xeport  ordered  to  b^  r^^c^ved 
se^t  day«'  .'  '*•,;    it     *      ••<.^  -*     ".-■:!:> 

.rOn^tk$:iifm^0ntroS  Mir»  HawJQinsiSrawne,Jt  was^^dercd, 
tihat  ilMspq^mi^^tf^ft'JMi^  noad^^a^dbri^s  in  tbe  Hig^ 
l^iuls  •'^f  Sfiottedrfibould  be  instruf^ed  to  ms^  #  ^fwnbec 
jrqK>n*the*Otxt:dagr' '   •  '•:*:     r  .  ...  »•     .  •  -.  .i-      *r..:. : 

ter  prosecution  qf  offenders  in  the«'(i|)ited.  kingdo«Oyi  vnQOl 
ChiN>ugh^co0imt(liee.    The  tepoi^t€rho«Me»^edi  ^  Heyday. 

tn^of<»r  ^D9)e/«nker  papers  Feinting  tc^^M^te^  0f  Jl^^t^a* 
^  jcacy- 5  army. '  I  -     •  -    -.,<•  .-?joi^  ^f -♦ 

A  AsQicssage  (&om;the  lord»  4'cqwe«itiyJ  ;ltfivf  .fdr.  &ii>  J^tm 
Stewart  and  Sir  James  Stewai^  to  i>e  eatamiwd  ^^e&nttb  ^^9. 
'  .  lordships, 
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Itii^SSbipSf  6h-  "Mdridaiy  i^ext,  relative  to  the  cbbdnct  of  Mr. 
Jlistiife  Tox  6f fretind.    The  messengers  were  mfbrmed,  tkar 
,  Ae.  I)ouse  would  send  ati  ainswer  by  aiessengers'dF  ks  oirn. 

^r.  Hii^kissbn  g^ve'nbtice,  that  he  should'  di^nckl  day 
fhove  Ibr  IdVe  to  bnti^hi  ^'biH  for  esb^lidung  ceitaiii  regu* 
iMipndfth  ^eide][>artt0em  ofthebarnick«maste^ 

Tli^  <^Aiti[mis^Otidri  bf  thctir 'hill  was  read  a  second  tsxne>  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Thd  Irish  office  ftes  Inquiry  bill  went  thropgh  a  <;innmittee> 
Tfce  report  to  be  received  the  tofext  day. ,    '    ^ 
^''Mf.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  dF^  conimiliee  of 
e;xplriiig  laws.    The  resointions  \^re  agreed  to,  and  bDb 
dcrcd  accordingly. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  7* 

^  Coj^insel  was  heard  for  the  petitioner  in  Touch's  divor^ 
^il!;  and  the  ^her  consideration  was  postponed  till  Mon- 
day. 

Strangers  were^ter?rirds/fzclud(ed  for  ^Hionsiderabk  time, 
during  which  we  understand  that  their  lordships  were  occupied 
on  a  point  of  privilege,  in  which  it  was  resolved  on  the  niotion 
of  JLor^  Hawkesburjr,  that  Lord  Viscount  MelviUe  should 
be  pernutt|:d,  to  go  down  to  the  house  of  commons  to  defend 
himself,  fT^cept  as  to  mM:ters  respecting  Which  aiy 'accusatory 
or  i;rlmfna^ng  resolution  should  have  been  previously  voted 
in  that  hou^e. 
.  Qntlf  is  occa»on  the  CoUowing  protest  wtis  ent<Md : 

.  ^,.     .  JOUkniitnU  " 

\f  Because  there  is  a  standing  order  of  this  hoiifie  that 
<^  No  lord  shall  go  down  to  the  house  of  cotnmOnsTtO  aniiwer 
any  accusation  there/'  which  order  was  made  cih  tke'occanbn 
of  a  peer  having  desired  permission  tirgo  down  to  the  house 
.lrf'ic^9WPons  to  vindicate  himself  fro^i  asper^ai>fi.l«|d  on  him 
ia  tb^lMmsei  where arucles^ifiinpeachmenti^^  moved 

t«gains|himi  but  had  not  yet  been  xotod.vthefeh^^^marSiiig 
th^  sense  niKl  purpmt  of  the  said  order,  mqj^^^q^gqpii^ly  when 
>.is  fl#p|ied*ttJ  the  present  case,  in  whicf^  >ft  |f^9^  of  j^^ 
iriety  ^at  a  mot,!^  pf  impeachment  is  tigj^  n^  \  aodilso, 
tli^t).  wtl>!  i^p^t  to  parts  of  the  case,  accus^ory  andrcnnd- 
4iting:  i^^atioas  tuive  ahready  t)een  voted  py  the  Ibroiise^  of 

a.  Because 
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2.  Because  tbjc  existing  staiiding  order  is  grounded  onf»rin-* 
Ujdes  e$$eslt)4  to  the  dignity  and  indepeni}enoe,9fth]\sIiQuse» 
tndto  the  nauiintcjianf  c  of  tri»l  by  ,our[Kcrs>    /  ' 

3.  Sednxse  the  penmssion  glve^Vy/the  resolution  of  tjtiis 
day  is  sq  ^palij^ed^  that  either  it  mnst.bccon^ie  jemb^uirassinr 
and  ttnairai]able  if  duly  observe^^  Qr.%ust  )^  tp,  ^  liifHc« 
tion  of  our  privileges,  if  ;ainy  use,  shall  1i^  inaj^e  pf  itbeypnd 
the  restraints  prescribed.     ,.  . ,    -  -  V,  ^  ;  i        !: 

4*  Because  the  defence  to  l>e  ipa^e  i^V  the  house.  pffonW 
mons  by  virtue  of  such  per^is,sion^  pi|;^t1iav^,6ne'pC  tw<^ 
confcqttcnc^—'ckher  the  motion  of  impeachnient  ivQl^'be 
negatived^  jin-.i^ich  case  the  trial  will  nave  virtually,  taken 
place  before  the  commons;  or  it.\f  HI  be  affirm?^*"  in  which 
case  the  grounds  of  defence  will  have  been  disclosed,  to  thib 
eventual  detriment  of  the  party,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  peers 
who  may  hereafter  think  themselves  jcequired  by  this  prece- 
dent to  pursue  a  similar  course  of  defence.  ^ 
(Signed)  Aucklahpi 

.RAlMfO|t.>    .       .       „  ,       _ 
NuGJENT.TEMPLE^t^CWNGHAMp 
MiNTo/ '    '     ^ 

KlfedTlAtieil'WtTII  at^toA. 

On  our  readmittance  into  thejiottsei 

Lord  Caryslbrt  was  inquiring  ifi  what  state  thi^ftegbd^ibn 
betweien  this  country  and  Russia  stodd.    '         '' ;  * '  /   ~*^ 

Lord  Mulgrave  answered,  that  he  Was  not  a't^feitht  atfthb- 
rizcd  to informhis  lordship  on  thsit" p6ittt .  So sbdnf  ^ w  re- 
ceived authority  to  do  sO>he  shoiild  be  happy  t6]giVe  jiU  Ibrtl^ 
^im  evetjnpipinsary  information.     .  •*:.:.;. 

Lord  Carysfort  ihfen'gaye  n6(fte,diit  lie  shsuH  bft'*rhtir»- 
d^  ^'mught^i^^mit  a  mbtibn'oh  that  subject  to  the  consi- 
derjUon^orflie  nouse..  Their  tdrckhips  were  accordingly*  Of « 
^icre^jo  bq  S^uiiun6n^  ^      ' 

Lord Mli^iiHiiii  iq^eeably  toi^hYe^  caHed  the^tcemilHi 
^f  the  hdtife^lio^thb  i^t  incomreniaice  and  h«rdshlp»  under 
wUcb liCK  Justice  ^  ¥b±  hyi  ih  liavin^  had  the  mindi  of  Us 
judges  pttHudicSid^by  eKpart^  t^aictiSibn  -against  hiia» 
whafe;  ffife^Wl  ^dtancc  of  Aft  cbntchts  ^^f^Hi  ifce  wis 
pttthSki  fnSffi  IfiiMirf^  how  far  theWid«il«tffno«^(idd|2ced 
cirriappftdfed^irfththat  tornlerly  given^  br,  if  ihe  hmct^l- 
^dtnce  was  incorrect,  had  no  opportiihrfy  of  f^Asting  it.-  He 

(Sierefece 
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^1^  THE  PAW^ICUaMCABBr^REGIStElt  f^-V^ 

^it€lRs^b>tfilfilfitA  th3i;AB  A«iiie>.coaialftde  be  ^sm^  ^wttk 

an  instnxction  to  by  the  proceedings  taken  beforqth^  oathc 

'\'  L9i^'tia4Amhar^%%^  ^[fnt/^imAxnictibBnGessin  the  ^tay  ei- 
<hci'  t)f  *>tti^  ttdbfttion  4»A  rqkceioonBf  tfas  motioUL^  uhpugh  tm 
Vkh  ^ate^.iii'Jiit  b(>iiMDn,  the  difficnlticr  arifHg  ftomadopting 
it  would  prepooAirlitd;  Asiilioita^yitseepit^to  hesbjKnucb 
the%riih  tf^the  hbvjjndge  behnf  th*e'l^>iie;riKiDld  not  op- 
pose it,  provided  it  ixraK&snileiiitoDd.that: the  motiooL should  not 
«top  at  the  bying  of  the  proceedings  on  the  table,  but  that 
jcqual  justice  was  to  be  donettr  idie  hon  ..judge  and  to  the  pe- 
titioners»  by  ];iayii^gJ;h^..p;'OQeedings  pj-'^t^. , , 

The  Lord  CiatrcMot^ifor  oiie,  could  not  aj)t)^6vc  of  the  prcr 
sent  motion.  He  fouiKl.  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  principle  oJF 
proceeding  and  to  the  forms  of  the  house.  He  must  therefore 
say  IMI  xbntenf  to  thte^nlotioil,'  thoughiie^'^ould  not  p^ 
fih'^ofi^ion  dn  the  house»  begging  it  to:be  understood  that 
his  reasoh'fet  doing  ^  did  not  proceed  from  any  idea  that  the 
ilofi.  jtSMgc  MdW  *th^  bSktr^wad  entJtfkd  to  gnater  indulgence 
Hikih  'iitnf  oth^' person '^h«  ^ight  'appeal*  tte&re'the  house, 

.  bttt  frbm  oonsSderatidh  of  ^e  fc<xSk^  situation  in  wUch  the 
fiduse'ToUtid  kself  iii^^ed. 

'  l^d  JEHifAoftug¥dMms6A  '^  coilld  fict  see  any  of  the 
strong  objectioQs  against  the  present  motion  to  which  the. 
iiidbk%MiearnedWdhddaA«Kledt  ISieirlonbhip&hadahready 
in  tfae'^i^Siint  •cas^-so-fif  ^ncHot&ed  th&fractice  as  to  order 
t{ieiie^.^dge  eofi^  l»f4ii^(lltitio«is  and  oth^r  charges  agsinst 
him;  and  he  TecoUe<;t«d^';tlilei  bthe  case.:0f  iMr.iiafltiag% 
.tlie^^'e!f>^''th»agenimt  i>f 'Jarfaose'defi^^        byeenxuun- 

.  iiiitced*€d.him[|  he  had  be^nf^&biiy  ^nnxshed  ^om^^bf  t0  • 
^  wkh^'^otvib  ^'tke>)|)tteAerpublidMid  tnAf^  the  use  of 
HieliMS^y^iid  p%Wdy  I'tfiivc^  to  sucbevi#nixr>  icteheooucse 
•of  the  after  proceedings* 

tdt  I^d  <3SktHcilBr4k^^iUtA;r9SiAv6d^  oCthe 

tHM^'ftiid  l(<am«l-lird^  if  theevklATc^t»t^#hi|iK!hefaadTf» 
famt,  as  Icmfthe*'  %»  Mnroa' Mb^^Hastiags^s  trisd,  was  c<m6». 
jmflAWed  to  idn  Willi  lAeilhiavd^ 

jMose.  He  begged  it  at  the  same  time  to  be  rfluoilccted»tktt 
JM  mtf  wtf  A  wkkb«li#n(kia»M  be  legally.  yuUished 

igim  alBftfuMicatiott  jpeadiig-thetprandEUosk  /f^uri  i  >     .r »/ 
*    l4irAEUenborotj^]nex^anatisD:stat<a,tiaMhe««ld^ 
-  cammupicated  to  Itisi'  in  the.  course  of  Mr.  ibstdnpln  trials 
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their  lord^lups^  v. 

Aftfr  a  -kw  remarks  from  Lords  Auckland  aoi  MillMS  A°d 
Earl  S/pfMUTf  the  oMtton  was  agrcc4  to^  tbe  iUitd  Cb^ncellar 
dechf^k»alth€fiaawsiH», tote  fab ime^tioBtonvikf  f9 
after  bmior,  e#  ynvent  a  knowledge  #£  |ke.  pwrpori'^^'  ib« 
proceedings  from  getting  farther  tli^  thit  hkme^,  :•••//<, 

The  select  eomimctee  was  then  autboriaed  to  meet  th^ofM 
day^  aadthe  house  ^djoiimed^iftMondi^.         •  v(^    .  ^   »  r^ 


I  '-t 


.        HOUSE  OF  CbM.MQiif*,  '" 

FRIPAT,  JUHEl-r      *.     '  ^'* 

Mr^  BiBtba^reaemed  a  petition  jfirom  cen^n,tnha)»i^AQi^ 
of  Shields*.  agsjiDtt  the  inland  na;i^igatiQii  o/f  coal  (W,f)^  P^^- 
dingeon  canal),  which  Was  orderedtn)  lie  on  t^  pWff. .        « 

Mr.  Clarke  Jerfoise  presented  a  petition  JfPtu  h^i^^mifl^ 
taa,  breathittg  chc  sasne  spiris  as  tne  many  that  ^ve  been 
already  presented  relative  to  the.senth  report,  and. pray- 
-iAg  ^he  house  to  pursue  with  vigour  «h^|nvfstig4Kf<p  jradre^ 
form  «f  public  aiNises.  ^khc  iMMa  W0f^  orij^nd  to  lie  a|^ 
iheeafale*  .  -^        s  ^  ■    rt 

A  message  wm  received  fiMi».th«  lords  ac^i^uii^hg. ;t)bf 
house  that  thck  lordships  had  given  their  concurrenp^^xthf 
addiiioaaiijrtamp  duties  hiU,  thelkfuse  fcgufaition^iUi^hf 
gread  jtnaion  canal  billf  and  othr r  private  hiUs.  .  / ;  ,i  < 
.On  tho  flpotioiiof  Sir  Chini^  Frm^  the  hoi^e  fr^M^ v^aji 
*  commttee  on  the  report  of  the  London  port  impipi^n^ 
Will  in  whid^asresokitionHBranifaigdoyooQl,  for^thitpiirppi^ 
want ioniid^  was  jgiocdtMi  TfairiMfon  lohQiccoved4|%^.^Sqit 
day  next.  : ..,. 

Ib.Mmthrm^jki  npthc;eaiMoih,Jfcc>  dmiea.bi)!.  ^ bill 
lor  icgrfsringtheteado  between  this  comar-mi^  Ii^pliiMl«rf#4 
^he  NewfouinUani  ^iphing  hiwf  hill^  «eUclkiwere<$ciwithr 
feada  ^fim.tflBQ,  md  ordaKd«»  br  jm(L-a.teco«d*$iqpHi:09 
Ifendapjanti.  ..,  ^, 

Mr.  Spijpaiit  Best  koRghe  q^tbeiJbaU  fot^thevbetlfr  puf 
vwting  ;atty^cinivcsiiency  tliil  wiighfe:  affile  ieom  jhiqt  infoi. 
vcncy  of  such  jnembcia  oiF  the  homo  m  wtam  fnae^jiiBMi 
wkkhwas^Msin, first  tine,  and  ordered  Jia  be  read  isMmd 
.time  onHwdsday  ^ext^and  to  be  prii^edi   ."!     ^^   .,    ,    :, . 

-Vol- in.  1805.  T  Mr. 
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,  Mr-  Dickinson  presented  .certain  navy  accountSa,^hich  were 

■" 'MR'^JJIiAsmi/from  ttc  chief  scdttAfs^^dfflisc^l^lr  frfe 
land»  presented  the  ^orresponddJte  betwecrt  t^Jf^tHf^toA 
WWe^lnlafl«^  navipKAri^m' Absif'^  the  gf^^nd^WI,-  in 
"^t^US^^aV  ^hicH  ^m^deertd  t6^dfe  tbhimit^A^^n^HI&^'Waid 

WJbhH-StCMPaft'ilt^wtcd^'froiVi  the  tiorfithiftee  appointed 
il  take  into  consideration  theansWer  tHa^i  shoukPb^  rttnmed 
to  the  fncssage  of  the  l&rds  tcl^tiVe  to  the  exa[thih^o|i  of  lord 
IW.  ^Wtoteiit.  The  ^ibsWer  ^otijamcd  in  t!ie  r^j^^%iifc  read 
]iiiiaWced  to,  ind  ordered  tl)  be  sent  t6  t|tt*ldi-di.  ^  -*^  ^^  ' 
''^^  The  message  of  the'lonis  Requesting  the  Wt8}iaairice"of^6fr 
,JaiM|  and  Sir  John  Stewart  #^a8  then  ^en  intb'6pB^debtr6^ 
iHidPoin  its  being  found  that  the  saidhon.^arbn^we^wilCng 
^iaXttA  their  lordships^  a  message  vr^i  mSHtiA^  Si'%S 
'k^'&ui  liifis,  aequahiting  their  \otiStmi  that^H6  cloMhibh^bid 
ftvert Ittvetb Sir  JbhiiittdSir  Jatoerf^ Stewart tbittch* their 
To»Hli^,tf'tte^'8houiaAi^        i  ^^^^^   :'-^/* 

J    /        :  .smj.OtJOXWWTH.         .    w    :  ;:-; 

Thii  t^g^the  iMj%3ttA  by  Gblonei  Wood  for  his  metuMi 
|br  the  pn>dUctioii  tirth;^'!^  <>f  the^  court  martndM^ 

lativ€  t<^tr  John  Dbd^wort!)!,  'he  rose  in  hi^  place  4lid^8i#ied 
td^t&e  liot]se>  tfuit  he  was  wiffing  tii^def<^  his  tii^ti4n^for  mcist 
.  dayr  Un^,  that  eirer^  getitletMn^wii^t  JUtfve  lE^ffid«!Dn»{^ 
portnii^ty  of  inlbrmiiig  himself  cSh'  di^ '  siHkjectr  fliWdtisy 
had^beeii  suggested  by  io^e^  hoii,^genll6inaR^''ind  Ao<^ 
^the  i^Use/X^^  would  4'CQ«^  his  n^ 

wish  to  oppo^*  ^t  delaV'proposed  by 
rit^ebtjW^ttbr  heWtcman^  x\m 

0  had  tit^erred  hii  motion  withbiit  a4- 
igmtind  foi^^ttiat  dAry,  Hi^irainjSteim^ 
hebon;  ibdnber  \m  fi^tided  ibdtit  la^* 
fie  of^^ai  hii'haa  ^ot'prit  iitt^«s 
ibi»ei\i^"ifcrhichHSi  adctihftcd  to 
ri  the  ^«t  mind,  tbtBtf^ftJndice  ^ 
Vf7^  the  sbbjctt  of  theMetiti W  moHoa. 

^5ited;"that  im^^^^'vmAtxf^^ 

drf  tlfe  sutijedi  I??H»hi#iftjc^^^ 
Should  it  apt^^  lfeA#lItei?ebf  «fe 
I'^Kidi  the-hoti;^  mctobtt^cbmpiat^ 
'^  (Ctptaii 


kiiiiit 
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Ivirt  7.1  ,  81R  J.  XnJCKWORTH.  U» 

( CiaptW  W ^  the  lor^s  of  the.w^i^^^f^b^ 

J«J?fa?^fiji^\fi>^^J^  ',ri^   loin     -        ';;cV 

of  produang  toe  proceedings,  and  not  to  the  merits  of  the  c^^^rt 
marttaU ,  lop  Jw^pw^  p^^^fee^^i^^^^gf^  Aiq^lj^^ 
to^fnivj^n  ot^,^P5^„,,^,^     .,,  ^,^^  .^^,  ^, 

houset  and  i|^|yinjw«  W;tteJx(w.».ac5jl5q^       ^^^^fffi^ 
wf^dhor  hf  cwqu^d  4?jcf'^  wQUop#  i>i^*bpf.  Wii^    Wf^^ 

be  thc-wiAe^t^i:  o^l^.^a4^ 


supprtts  w  keep  from .  puMi^  dfasi^wpo^ ^^ 
thej  have  themselves  given  such  puDiicity,  and  tn^oore  1 
trust  there  will  not  bS^lMfif^tBSrdtxei^in  opinion  to  prevent 
tboae  procefdiiQ^  and  othk^  papK9cac^grtOhtol»3^»f 

m9ifiiMh^4Mum  *  win  h^  }€9^,;t» j^4:,^^^]fii^]s 

omMfU-t^^he  lc^d#>€OnH|iifsH»^r$  ^-(he<aanm^|gr^j^|^^ 

fdm  ofM^ertainjA^ho^  £M^thexplKt^1PV^^deci|^ 
liDf.ia*eiMath%M4iK4:Qfdifig)it<^   ^M^^i^^^^d^^J* 


^   T;t  «nM$ 
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inut$rhc!ildll  be  able  .16  maifj^oiir  tordshi^^.  Aat.suriK; 
charge^Juurc  been?  atifallj  subttaatiatol  as  it  waa  ]MiiUe  tan 
ftem.to  he*  u^Mior  ail  thm tmSrivcniraliAr circuaxstaMM^i^ 
a?fkkbyour  oMmoriaHstir^iftpfaced^.  '  '  .  ^         ..     - 

•  f^-Wjith  f^pect  to  the  fiaat  charge,  taeiMpnaoAm  'm  ntpa^ 
iecUt^Ttdtot  xnemoriaibt  mfhe'comfnaiHl  oithe. Acasta^  imder 
thQ^prctext  of  appototihg  him  to  the  Hercttle^  a^ship  jof  greater 
€Oii|^iien«e^  ymr  minoriadial:  begs  leave  Co  submitibe  fMbw* 

.  *r  'After  hariiig  bero*  consluiiliy  fmd  acttfiely  casfipijUiUDiitM 
Admiral  Corn¥rallss^  off  fire^t^  from  the  JcomnwacBipant 
of  the  iirary  towards*  the  in<k  of  last  Ncvemkeroyburihrntv 
stiips.  were  pleased  ta.dtrectbim  to  proceed  to  Ae^IWeal  Itt«r 
dies  with  a  large  and  valuable  fleet ;  and  on  tbe(SkKc£Sckmiar]r 
yoftenfeflEiorjabst  arrited  with  this  fleet  atlPdift  ftnyalili'Ja- 

**  The  :Kcoiid  dxf  after  Ac  arrival  of  yo^  mstuogiiiSBst  wt 
that  stlitron,  'ITice  Admiral  Dudrworth^veihimiioticetifhis 
deternnaation  tofexnove  your  meraorialntffioaniieoQflimand 
of  his  own  frigate  the  Aeasta  into  the  Hercttlc^  ft  "jj^^jgrn^hi^ 
%t  thaf-  time  at  sea ;  alfegmg  for  so  mmstuiaiid  so  cruel  aii 
eXerlioif  ofpower^  not  only  the  g6od  of  hia^flMijetty^s  service^ 
but.  bis  mtcntson  of  proteoticg  your  mcmumaim  to  the  omq« 
'mand  of  .a.  shap.  of  superior  iilass.  ft  appte^^  not^^shF 
from:  ^tr  evidence  of  Captain  JDnnn^  AdoulRd  dtidniroftk'il 
€apftatn»iby  whom  your  fardshipaf  appoifctiucat  wa> toparscffad^ 
^  abo  by  thft)evtidence  o&ttfaeiadaiiraF*  tccrctar^,  -diat-AdU 
miraliDactes^  knag  before  tikc.Acahta  ^mved^  had  declared 
hiainfeeotion  of  hojsttBg  litcr^flajpon  boarC  df  the Hencafe^aBd 
f Q.carry. with: him  iiis  captain  aucidi officers.  ThiarfiBct  Admiral 
Duckiwwt^  never  has  denied];jand  acooxdmgly  AdmiraL  IH^ 
cres  did  hoist  ^;fl^g  on  board  'of  theJSir^coIe^iefiice  yqonme- 
wimalist  ^ailcifitbii  Isimpca.  r.  /.  ?.  -  .n  u  :i  i  'v.r.-  *  it 
^i?.<.^:i^therefoce>'evidB0t,  tliatinhe'tniaaon  siUdiodheiB^ 
admii&l  as^gned.in  Ws  rpuhiio  letted  for  supqrsaUi^^otKilie>- 
jQQprsalistv  namely » the  goo^^of  the  service^,  ailkd  nvin^him  the 
.command  pf  a  ship  of  greater  oonseijaencff^lwaa^fitseafli^ 
grotmdkss,  and  takuldled  merely  to  give  acoloun  if 'jmtkc 
.€o  an  act  of  the  greatest  Wretch. of  .pow^ ^shxtkyi and t^ 
'pressron.  ^rr'^i^T  soirli  -z-^  \  >.  \  i 

;^  t^*  If  the  ostensible  pretext,  dtttrdke?irood  c^the  ser^tt^-rc- 
^•^nircd  ihe.ioce  admiral's  return  to  £n^in4  vii^bomi'oB^ttc 
vM^UfJf^y^  'it>eiiia>rialist  was-  surely  fully  competent  td*l»ae 

*-  -•♦v,  '  •**  CO-*.*.— 1— » 
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aAnMfthai(  w^tiffbdm:  fikased  to  ^tmat  to  hik  oluf^]L: ' 

dikty  jears,  without  any  ^liegaSnethae^  but  ob  tho'^^lMil^ 
r;  die  itrwu^wt  iCjtp^imoftiei,  af  zoioixsrfsttrvices,  youb^l^iHo- 

of  theconufokdjofllus  ma^ctty^s  ship  AcasKarf  aMy^m-aiggta^ 
TatioA^  to  ikn^grievaaoBB^  convpelfed  .to^imj^  -and  i»»riifif«tf(^  tf 
passage  to  Europe  t>n  board  of  his  orvo- sb^^in^A^iitiMtioiy 
-very.imdicpi^te  t0  Ms  tank;  .wbercas  t90>'pa^eng€rsv*t6t411y 
ttaeoisieoled'iritkhis  >majesty's  iervtiae,  occupied  his  formep 
cabtfiratt'of^irhich  tending  to  degiddeand  to  lessen  youi^ 
nemoviali^fhithe  eyes  of  a  ship's  xompany^  so  loAg  devoted 
and  attadUedfeo-ybur  memorialist,    i  \.^      'inv/<f:if{ 

t.*<  The  «5tt>ad'tbarge  against  the  admiral  «fls,ifotenng^ 
in  violation  Df  the  i8th  article  of  war,  loaded  on  board  ^*«he 
Aaaak-ymmBigoodar  and  merchandites^^btfarrMitte  tHdn  for 
die  sole  ttse.of'hssciliiBJesty's  slip.  hiAapfSft  ofithisse* 
cood^argeiTioariiiemprialisthas  provediby  the  admsaion  of 
^'adau9il:iiipiself»  that  he  had  loaded  on  bdanl'  of  the 
Acasfea  eleven .iogs  andtwo  dabs  of  tnadiogany^  mcasuiteg*  at 
Imfr  t6tODesfia£eiit  ^o  lb«  weigheof  i^anish  snoflFiof  die 
takio  oft'upwBB&ant&fraoo  gaineas:^:£rom  30  to  40"casksJof 
Aaddoohi  »d<^qBt^>up wards  of  ao  pipes  and  puncbeotor^ 
wine,  nttn,  ftcifittoiULcUiscre  of  liquors  ahd  various  artStles  of 
honsdiold  fasnitueaptikmcd  to  be  40  tons  and  npmktd$iimt 
whiehi  in  tfaefadief  elf  your  memoriaiisti'exoeeded  koo«-*  Sf 
the  tvidetn'ofbGa^n  Bann^  the  Acatta  appeared  toJiim<toi 
hate  been  so  loahfeA-^and  lambbred  as  to  have  reMxMed^ 
West  liidisbsn^'And  thsi  inkUreot  ^^ation  to  'the  primed  ina>' 
sttacfionyaMbe  spirif^room  ^repai^ednfer  pfesenritig  iwaa&ty 
his  maj^^tjRakMpbib^  Wctbeen  cleared out^itindi  the^li^s<^i- 
rits  removed  into  the  hold,  a  verydian^srda*  andtinsecttv^ 
fisce^riBDdBialse  toemt  for>the  ^vice  admiral's  wines  and^pnKts. 
tttlms^stliOrJiden'fitQved,  thtfr.  faiany  pf  t^^  h^d  been 

vedmv^ixtnt  Itkeir  mess  qidades  tand  births^  to  stow  betwixt 
flecks  l^gsb St  ^uhogany  and'^arttries  of  .househddMlurnitmT 
SMdk[Upin/4fa&lBfaavl  of  Jtimaica^wfaersy  by  theevidcmteof 
tHf€  joia^itfidK  JHorcqleidieihadbeeiromployed  at  dtie  admi^ 
ffal*s  pen  three  years.  :<-     '■": 

-  ;<^Sf!thett9»  abtf<;}eiofwar,  it  is  expressly rdeclared/ih^t  if 
.^aftif  officsrtolany  of 'Jus  nu^esty^t  ships  xxf  koar,  shsdl  receiveimt 
tahfi  orfirmt  to  be  received  on  board  sudiship  orgi^^sel^  ahy 
'  I  or  merchandizes  whrnti^evtr^  excepting  for  the  Wr  use  ^ 
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ihc  f^WjQr  ;re3$el|  ^id'i^m^ofivicftdjfinf^^  shajllfc, svi^i^sfr 
t^i,  ^<{ j^j^flTOP  attfrwar^a  rcndor^d  ih^ag^lt^ to  fp^fim,t^. 
I^y4  sci:vice  pjf  hi$  |najei^.    £:;^ivc  thereof^  jtjis^^mc^l^^ 
^R?^?^>'  V*^^  ^?y  oflEu».,,s9,;offcpdmg,  or4>^iiir  .^  p^* 
gooos,  %)xM  be  Kable  to  forfeit  the  full  value  df  mKhri^xxii^ 
to  p^Mffjuxfid.  in^  a,5^if^i,i^f  \^.    It  ,^, .}ipweverj  fyidcnt 
ftorii  tM  ^tenoe  of  thf^  com;({inartial»  that  ^tj^l^S^f^^ 
W^fff  the  Ai^;)st«i^were  4ef<nc4  by  those  vl^o  have. so 
d||^9ods  or  ^f;fc|iandizes,.ett^,  because  tbejiibai;).  not 
Dadcd  on.J)oag^y;meccl^apu,  i^  .proot  ad^Woilbf^ti^^ 
vipe  i4miral>  intcnifipfttM^  scljc  0[?  >p^,diflpf)ifgtfrfiM»€^.i»^^ 
|f,undi^.  the  l^ead  of  S'gp94f  pr^^^rchandize/'thqlegi^lacurf^ 
^y  meant  goods  of  wl|f<;h.]a^doul^ed  pfoof  cot44  ^  adduced 
^  ^ofii^cr'f 4meaiv^9,to  sell,  andthe^YideiMXjof  fiiE;)iinten- 
tvm  u  to  be  thef<;on|e»«ipii  of  theparty  gcqi^^ior  .^^^evi^ence 
^  ;th<^ >onncctcd.  ^\ti^  h^i  i: J'^uj  dfVmi^9i¥i,\w^i»!«k 
most  rqpectfuU]i,^Q  f>i||guaQit^to  your  ioi^^ipf^  ^^s^^av^^r 
^»jl4in,  fucH^;}  c^  be  optn^l,  ^^.ra^n^o^.i^tigcrc^ 
Sffff^^YFM?^"^^  gil«i»to  tiie.greatc^fpo«$il|l^?fe*»?^  e^Fu-. 
^erjtbe  Q^^of /<  pi;esents,"  his  ^us^sty's  shipp  pj^ijr^ip^t 
be  converted  to  the«private  ex^ol.uii^^t  of  in^ividualsy  ^o  4he 
^er  rvag^fxid  destriAjcti^apf,)iiq^naval  MU*vico  qi  hU^majesty^* 
**  From  this  consrderation,  a^^ifdl  as  for  the  purpose- of  .sa* 
tisfyiz^AJ^irQself  and^frif  ndsi  that  the  sentence  of  the  late^court 
snarti^j(>ad  been  most  unjust, 'foudded  upoii.toofit  efrweous 
opinions,  and  had  grossly  injureji  and  insulted  the  character 
and  feelings  of  an  officer/  over  ^ose  conduct  they  had  no 
oogni^^ce ;  your  .memorialist  wasUnduoed  to  slate  a  caie  for 
thje^ppiiiion  of  the,  first  lawycts.  ih  this,  country,  a  copfiof 
wfeichb^  begs,  leave  to.  submif  fasitlMiiilordsh^si^iimrm^^ 

.'<  This  caqe  yoormemori^ist^^  Isave  tUd^sqrM^  has  been 
4ravn  in  ther«no6tiavoi»^ahk  tcemsjfc^tl^oificfc  adsoindLi  tdn 
ipftting  that  enlayiarticlevlQadedibjfi/MiDdottnfoottdl^jof/tl^ 
Acatca,  could  be  pnrred^to  hw€.htmJmeit6dAiifoit,0f^iMf% 
9fAiPOitJor.sali.  i^QliNDiftiistanditig.of  wiiick,dditt  most  esiir 
MQi^Ulnyeirs  in  England,  have  .given  it  as  thei&iopiBioai  dii| 
if  the  court  marlaalli»dt^  decided  according  toiibe.jtth  arj^olc 
of  war,  ^  >vice  admiral  vmustincvicably  haife  bteilxaahiered^ 
aod  fori. eyec  rendered  incapable  of  senung>hidra^ctfy%  . :.:.  ^ 
.  t  ^\  That  tbe  idtpira^s  conduct,  in  supcfstdinip  jmUv  meiaiiriili 
isL  i  n  the  .command  of  the  Acasta,  was  unjust,  jcrdd^  audi  <^ 
m:s9i^e^4aid  tfaatahe  lords  commissioners  dTjute  admical^ 
]M4;^ot  deemed  the  charge  unfounded^  your  memorialist  4 
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tWareai^ed  in  appealing  to  ycur  lordships,  having  been  pleased 
mihw4£it%ff ^on  feafSfe- of'  so-nibb^idedtm^  '^^tmi'^t 
pbw*.  W'it^appoint^ybur  ihemoriafet  to-ielie  cdtiMiiAd'tbf  tM 
Adbti;'^Vfcirtttimtttke*bf  11^^  ttf^wri  wia<^amtcd  it'tfai 
tifli6  ^eVftltf^eqiieited  a^b^rt  n£tt&ft  to  be  tibld  vpbn^Uid 
Viee^itiiWa>  '-^^'E'  '  ^'  *^'  ''      '^'     '''  **•    •"  '^   ^'^•^^'^'^ 

''^Tfaat  the  a^htehc^  of  thfe  «8ufi'itt^a!,'4ii'icijfiSftfi^ 
luce  id^2fatl  tif  the '  second  idKalfge,  y^\  Idading^'pii:  iiba^^bf 
the  Acast;(i  goods  and  iherch^dnrV'nOt  totfeiided  WSi§  $<518 
tite  tt^  »hiin^  is  highly  ilte^l  and  uttjiiik,  Sand  if  IflT  dii^ 
vibUddtf  -6^^wf^^«s  W'  partiamciit^  qbidteHfor  |iic -giitfSJ 
^pttms/d^^f'vi^r^^  tinofficer.r*^* 

^dti^cs^^R^4s  ^a^fs6fted  ih^i^j^fei^,  iipon  die  first  k. 
opinidns  ^  Sfrgland  lirewJ«i  ?«ldieif;'''  »       .i  '<^ 

<<  Uh<|Kf  k^hes^<iird6ihstance^^$  ^if  W  dui^donsideratii^  i^ 
the  'kiff^t^'^iiilj  t«d  ^titimetdted  tre^Ment  wMch  yotii^'  t^l 
mMidiit iaJ'^HJbfi^eiriiethssts  your  I6rtlshi>  wiU  be  bli^jsdf 
^  dir^HCJdt  ^K^i^eeding^  drid  sen^Mc^bCthis  cbii^  mar- 
ttalt  %edier^ithf'tias%iefiK>r{alv  be  sub^fttedfBr  th(f  bpinidlk 
of  his  mi^ft'^^tmiti^,  or  if  Jud^V  fiett^s^iy,  fi!«^  th^^ 
i^Ui^nnl^'^  judges^'iiif  ortfer  that  -y^ttf  xhctiidHilii^triay 
have  an  opporttinit]rof>iridicacinghfs  dharacteitand  of  ob*: 
tsmiing  that  justice' -W  'whtth-he  ma^  appear  enniflidVlu>^ 
your^flscmoriailist  shaH  ever  priy^  -    *•  ^^^^  ** 

^       KBMdl,  '•       ^^^  -^-jAMtsAmoLVr^V   ' 

Ma]^'*5,  t«€f5';    :''  ^'  "^  -^  •    '•  ^o-^  -Captain  R;  l^V^»' 

^3f  any'dSptain^comina|id«r^or  otlier  officer  of  nay^f-Wt 
majW^s  ships  or  iresiels,  shall  i^eeive  on  boardi  or  p«tti|iit'<t6' 

chandizes  v^batsoever^  other  th^in  for  the  sole  me  of  the  sliip^oif 
v^lqr  etfcqft.||pld;  sitm^  ^rjdweh,  aad-iexoept  the  good^*or 
oiercbiBidizbs  iidjDnghi^*tterrH»y  fxseixte  ship  0^ 

iMllel^ftioii>cina99beiidii|ywrdcko^  impiiMnt  diii|;idr^i^ 

b^^'V^pwretisU^  ddxer^  ihe  faigffevseii,  ^  iih  anyi']piert^ 
crodii;,^<Anha»lt>iir,iin»ordeetto  fhfti^iev^^  fdrtlfeAr 

^per  o«a}orsir..and  except,  wok  goodsi^jr  mercha^iddnait 
WsbiUaSanTitioae  be  ordered  to.  ^alae^bi^^reoeive  on  bcnixl 
by*ovdev:4>fitiiie teid  |ii|^'adndrali^f£i3reat  Britaitf,  or  thV' 
commistfioomifiiricqRiQuting  thk  office  of>  lord -high  admif«l|r 
Ar^tlMitimeUMi^K every  person  so  offendiiigt^bemg*eoiivtct«« 
ed^hereoyf^bj^  the  sentence  sol  a  court  mBsirtialti«hall  be  ca#^ 
^imei^i  wd^^bb  for  ever  after\wds  rendered  fanwpabl^  t0f 

i- . . '  -  .        v 
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•erve'tn  any  place  or  office  in  th«  naval  aenrice  of  hb  nu^catj*^ 
his  heirs  and  successors. 

**  And  whereas^  by  the  said  act,  intitukd,  <*  An  act  for  the 
more  effectual  suppressing  of  piracy/'  it  is  ainon|;st  other 
things  enacted  in  the  foUoiiring  words»  that  the  said  ctptasn^ 
commander,  or  other  officer  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel  <tt  war^ 
and  all  and-  every  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  such  goods 
and  merchandizes  puf  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  of  war  as 
ifbresaidy  shall  lose»  forfeit,  and  pay  the  value  of  all  and  eveiy 
such  goods  and  merchandizes  so  put  oa  board  as  aforesaid) 
on\?  moiety  of  su(;h  full  value  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
ahall  make  the  first  discovery  and  give  information  of  0r  oonr- 
cerning  the  said  offi:nce  $  the  other  moiety  of  such  fiiH  value 
to  an(U  for  the  use  of  Greenwich  hospital  $  all  vrf&ich  forfeit* 
nres  shall  and  may  be  sued  fo^  and  recovered  in  the  high 
court  of  admiralty :  Now  for  makii^  the  said  in  part  red^ 
ted  act  more  useful  and  effirctual,  be  it  enacted  by  the  author 
rity  aforesaid^  that  from  and  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  D&> 
cember^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  if  any  cap* 
tain,  commander,  or  other  officer  of  any  of  hit  majesty's  ships 
or  vessels  shall  receive  on  board,  orfermk  or  siffir  to  be  received 
outboard  >such  ship  or  vessel,  any  goods  or  merchandizes  coi»- 
trary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  eighteenth  artide 
in  this  act  before  mentioned  and  hereby  enaim,  every  suck 
^captain,  commander,  or  other  officer  shall,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, over  and  above  any  punishment  inflicted  by  this  act, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  value  ot  all  and  every  such  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes so  received  or  permitted,  or  sufllered  to  be  received 
on  board  as  aforesaid,  or  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds'  of 
kwfo]  money  of  Great  Britain,  at  tibe  election  of  the  inferm«r 
tNT  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  so  that  no  more  than 
one  of  these  penalties  or  forfeitures  shall  be  sued  for  and  re* 
covered  by  virtue  of  this  and  the  said  in  part  recited  act,  of 
either  of  them,  against  the  same  person,  for -one  and  the  same 
cfience ;  one  moiety  of  which  penalties  or  forfeitures  shall  be 
forfeited  and  paid  to  the  person  who  shall  inform  or  sue  for 
the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  and  for  the  use  of 
the  royal  hospital  at  Greenwich ;  which  forfeiture  shall  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  pblnt,  or  in* 
formation,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  ^cord  at  West*- 
minster,  or  in  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  at  the  election  of 
the  inforTiet  or  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same }  and  the 
eourt  shall  award  such  costs  to  the  parties  as  shall  be  just  | 
and  sn.att  cases  where  judgment  or  sentence  shall  be  given 
;-  ^  against 
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against  a/iy  such  offenderi  th^  court  wliere  stich  jiid^ent  or 
sentence  shall  be  given^  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed|  cer** 
tify  the  same  to  the  lord  high  admiral,  or  to  the  cohimlssioxi^. 
crs  for  executing  the  said  office." 

Case. — *'  An  officer  of  the  navy,  commanding  a  king's 
Ihip,  lyot  fully  aware  of  this  article  of  war,  has  ina4vert-> 
entiy  brought  home  with  him  (ks  a  prefent  for  various  friends* 
and  not  intending  them  for  fale)  on  bokrd  the  fajd  /hip* 
about  fixteen  tons  of  mahngany,  and  fon^e  large  pieces  of 
^labogany  furniture,, from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  fpunds  weight  pf  Spaniih  (huff,  a  couple, 
of  hundred.weighi^of  arrow  root,  fame  puncheons  oFrum  ai\d 
pipes  of  wioe^  and  from  thirty  to  forty  caiks  of  (haddocks ;[ 
and  has.be^.tbfeat^ed  witha  court  martial  for  bringing, 
on  board  ffich  ^^ticlcs,  as  coming  under  the  head  of  *^  goods 
and  merphapdisie  not  being  intended  for  the  fole  ufe  of  the 
ihip  or  y^ifel.''— ,  .^         ^  \    ^ 

*<  Voor  opic^iqa  is  r|^uired»  how  far  any  officer  bringing 
on  board  fuch.  articles,. ^^n  in  any  tefpe^  (ubje£t  ^him  to 
the  penalty  of  the  above  claufe  of  the  22d  George  the  it. 
being  fthe  l8th  article  of  war ;  as  the  officer  will  be  able  to' 
prove  they  were  intended  foe  prefent^  to  his  friends,  and 
not  to  he  fold." 

Mr.  Garr'ow. — **  I  am  of  xnpinion  that  the  fafls  here 
ftated  would  inevitably  fiibje£b  the  officer  to  whom  they 
apply,  to  a  convidion  under  the  article'ef  waf  before  ftated  5 
and  it  feems  to  me,  that  the  value  aadqilaatity  of  the  articles 
received  on  board,  would-but  too  probably  render  it  icppofli* 
ble  that  the  members  of  a  courtinattiai  charged  to  enquire 
]nt6  thectrcum(lan€flB,*fli«Bld/ttferii>e.it  to  miftake  or  ina4- 
vcrOeocy,  braay  otfafcr  eseouGibre  caufe.  •  •      . 

JLiiicoin^8^(nn^:^rMiyv  t^O^i  >   W.  Garri^wV' 

MipT)Ai.h^k.^**  The  above  cafe,%  rfpfteafS'to  me,'falls 
Jffreftfy''-*?rthitj*<fie^\?&rdsof  the  articf^  in  ^\:}Qeftion,  and 
theft  word^  irtfa^fhongfy-rtftTiftive*,'^.^*.  fol  the  fote  ofe 
of  the  fhin,  that  I'do  not  fete  how  fhCjr  cart  admit  of  any 
eduitaUe'enlai^ement,  fo  as  to  exerhpl^  from  their  operas 
f(on  articles  intended  fof'^prefents,  aM  nfot  for  fale.  The 
sibjcSt  of  thfe'/'ftro'^iflpn  may  have  been  to  prevent  "a  trading 
by  ijie  kirig*^'6<Jfcei¥,  but  it  may  alfo  have  had  other  objeAs 
^th'^fp^SF't!)  the  (late  and  navigation  dfthe  ihip;  but  at 
all  4vcmsi  whatever  may  have  been  the  aim,  the  words  are 
poGtive  and^peremptory,  and  nothing  appears  upoa^the  bee 
•    Vot,  III.  1805.  U  of 
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of  the  ^St  to  give  them  any  particular  qualification*  I  take» 
bow«very  for  granted,  that  a  court  martial  would  give  to 
•every  fuch  cafe  a  mo(i  liberal  confideration,  and  would  not 
conftrue  a  few  articles  intended  for  the  ufe  of  friends,  and 
as  piefents  merely,  into  a  breach  of  the  provifioa  of  the 
law  i  tjjey  woa^  probably  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  cap- 
tain's ftoves>  or  upon  fome  ground  or  other,  would  not  be 
treated  as  amounting  to  a  breach  of  the  law ;  but  this  would 
depend  upon  degree ;  and  in  the  prefent  inftance  the  articles 
are  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  fuch  in  point  of  amount,  that  it 
do^s  appear  to  me  to  be  of  a  very  unfavourable  nature, 
taking  it  even  for  granted,  that  it  can  be  proved  that  which 
is  fiated,  namely,  that  they  were  intended  for  prefents 
merely,  and  not  to  be  fold  ;  but  at  any  rate,  (hould  a  court 
martial  be  held,  this  Ihould  be  prelled  as  (Irong  as  poflible, 
even  though  it  fhould  not  operate  as  an  abfolute  defence. 
Lincoln's- Inn  Fields,  May  3d,  1805.  R.  Dallas." 

Solicitor  General. — ••  I  cannot  fay  that  ftridlly  this 
cafe  does  not  fall  within  the  22d  of  George  II.  chap  33d, 
-art.  18.  The  prohibition  is  general,  without  any  exception 
of  prefents ;  and  even  if  it  be  ufual  to  overlook  the  cafe  of 
prefents,  it  is  poffible  that  thef  quantity  of  goods  may  have 
raifed  fome  doubt  whether  they  were  fo  meant,  and  may 
have  occafioned  a  ftridter  fcrutiny  than  ufual  upon  thia 
occafion. 

Lincoln's-Inn,  May  ift,  1805.  V.  Gibbs." 

Hon.  S.  PfiRCEVAL. — **  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  cafe 
mentioned  above,  certainly  comes  within  the  words  of 
the  claufe,  and  if  it  be  made  the  fubje£(  of  charge  before  a 
court  martial,  will  not,  as  I  apprehend,  be  thought  by  fuoh 
court  to  be  juflified  by  reafon  of  the  articles  being  intended 
as  prefents.  Sp.  Pbrceval.'* 

May  3d,  1805,  LincolnVInn  Fields.... 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine. — "  I  am  very  forty  to  be 
obliged  to  fay,  that  the  purpofe,  the  honourable  purpofe  for 
which  the  unfortunate  officer  appears  to  have  taken  on 
board  a  king's  fhip  the  goods  in  quefiion,  would  be  no  de« 
fence,  if  he  were  profccuted  ;  neither  could  the  fentencc  be 
mitigated,  nor  could  the  king  pardon  the  offentc  under  fuch 
circumftances  5  therefore,  it  would  be  a  h^v{\^  thing  to  pro- 
fecute  upon  the  ftatule,  the  language  of  which  is  peremp- 
tory. T.  ERSKINh.** 

30th  May,  1803. 

After 
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After  reading  the  abovey  Colonel  Wood  proceeded  :-^ 

Whatever  my  feelings  may  be  foi^  the  charafter  of  a 
brother  that  has  been  mod  grofsiy  traduced  and  calumniated 
by  the  fentence  of  this  naval  court  martial ;  much  as. every 
man  muft  feel  for  Captain  Wood,  on  account  of  the  unpre- 
cedented harfh  and  cruel  treatment  which  he  has  fufFered. 
in  being  deprived  of  the  command  of  one  of  the  fineft 
frigates  ia  the  fervice,  to  anfwer  the  interefted  and  private 
views  of  Vice  Admiral  Duckworth  ;  yet  probably  there 
might  be  a  difference  of  opinion,  whether  full  aind  ample 
t^dre^  might  not  be  obtained  for  this  officer,  without  any 
legiflative  interence. 

Had  this,  therefore,  been  the  only  objeft  for  my  wM^ing 
tbofe  papers  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  I  might  prcfbably 
have  paufed  a  little  longer  before  I  had  troubled  the  houfe 
upon  that  fubje6l ;  but  when,  sir,  this  a£t  of  unparalleled 
violence  and  injuftice  to  a  meritorious  naval  officer,  whiift 
eniployed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  is  evidently  conned- 
ed  with  the  violation  of  an  a£t  of  parliament,  the  foundation 
of  our  naval  difcipline  and  glory,  and  the  violation  of  this 
law  is  fanftioned  by  the  late  naval  court  manial,  and  a  door 
thereby  thrown  open  to  the  greateft  abufes  in  the  naval  fervice 
of  the  country ;  I  am  fure  there  is  not  any  member  of  this 
houfe,  however  much  connedled  with  the  vice  admiral 
whofe  condu£^  is  fo  deeply  implicated  in  thefe  abufes,  wlio 
mnft  not  feel  the  necefTity  of  attending  to  a  fubjedl  of  fo 
great  national  importance. 

Captain  Wood,  the  officer  whom  Sir  John  Duckworth 
deprived  of  his  fl)ip,  for  the  purpofe  of  conferring  the  com^ 
mand  upon  his  own  cdptaio,  has  ferved  in  the  royal  navy 
upwards  of  thirty-years;  and  is  a  pofl  captain  of  eight  or 
sine  years  {landing.  About  three  years  ago,  Lord  St. 
Vincent  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  the  Acafla 
frigate  of  44  guns,  one  of  tlie  fineft  frigates  in  the  navy, 
and  from  the  recommencement  of  the  war  till  laft  Novem^ 
ber  he  was  employed  under  Admiral  Cornwallis  in  the 
blockade  of  Brefl,  and  other  French  ports. 

Were  it  neceflary  to  have  references  to  Captain  Wood's 
charafter  in  the  navy,  Lord  St.  Vincent,  Admirals  Cornwallis 
and  Harvey,^^^  many  other  diftinguiflicd  officers  will  bear 
ampIeteftimoMtg^his merits.  Towards Iheend  oflaflNovem^ 
ber,  the  loVqs  of  tlie  admiralty  ordered  Captain  Wood  to 
Jamaica  with  a  valuable  fleet  of  fhips,  where  he  arrived  the 
beginning  of  Febuary.    He  was  the  i^nfortunate  bearer  of 

U  2  Vice 
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Vice  Admiral  Duckworth's  cecal],  and  of  Admiral  Dacre's 
appoiniment  to  fucceed  him  in  the  command^.  Admiral 
Dackwortb  determioed  upon  returning  home  in  the  Acafta, 
which,  as  fenioFvofficer,  he  bad  an  undoubted  right  to  do*  al« 
thought  had  thegpod  of  his  majefly's  fervice  been  confulted, 
there  were  mapy  other  frigates  that  required  coming  home 
to  Engib^id  in  which  the  vice  admiral  might  have  been 
accommodatfBd.  Or,  had  Admiral  Duckworth  returned  in 
the  Acafla  under  the  command  of  that  captain,  to  whom 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  had  thought  proper  to  intruft  the 
command  of  heryl  not  only  the  common  ulage  of  the 
fervice,  but  that  attention  \vhich  every  officer  is  bound  to 

Eay|(9k  the  common  calls  of  juAice  and  humanity  would 
ave'^been  preferved  ;  but  this  would  not  fuit,  nor  have  an« 
fwered  the  admiral's  purpofts. 

The  Acasta  was  a  large  roomy  frigate,  and  the  admiral  had 
a  number  of  things  to  bring  home,  which  he  durst  not  ask 
any  captain,  a  stranger,  to  permit  to  be  loaded  on  board,  an4 
which  no  one  but  a  confidential  friend  would  have  suffiared. 
There  was  also  a  large  freight  of  treasure  to  be  brought  home 
from  Jamaica ;  seven  eighths  of  the  commission  on  which  the 
captain  is  entitled  to:  the  other  eighth  goes  to  the  admiraL 
Admiral  Duckworth  therefore  not  oqly  determined  to  return 
to  England  in  the  Acasta,  but  to  deprive  Captain  Wood  of  the 
ccrnmand  of  her,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  it  upon  Cap* 
tain  Dunn,  his  confidential  friend.  For  this  purpose  the  vice 
admiral  appointed  Captain  Wood  to  the  Hercule,  a  seventy- 
four  gun  ship,  at  that  time  at  sea,  and  assigns  as  his  reason^ 
the  giving  him  a  ship  of  greater  consequence,  which  reason 
Caf'.'in  Wood  knew  to  be  false^nd  groundless,  and  as  I  shaU 
show  hereafter,  the  vice  admiral  himself  acknowledges  to  be 
so.  Independent  of  this  confession  of  the  vice  admiral,  Ad«> 
Qxiral  Dacres,  his  successor  to  the  command,  had  informed 
Captain  Wood  oflicia!ly  that  he  had  determined  to  hoist  his 
flag  on  board  the  Hercule  the  instant  she  returned  to  port,, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  which  the  viife  admiral  kneyr 
h^  would  do  before  the  Acasta  arrived  at  Jamaica.  In  this 
manner,  sir,  was  Captain  Wood  tricked  out  of  and  dispossessed 
of  the  command  of  his  ship,  the  distr^s  of  which  and  morti* 
fication  resulting  therefrom  had  nearly  depqijifed  him  of  hi^ 
reason. 

Exclusive  of  losing  his  ship,  Admiral  Duckworth  deprived 
Captain  Wood  of  at  least  2000I.  commission  to  which  he  wa$ 
entitled  as  commander  of  the  Acasta^  either  given  to  Captain 
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Ihsnn>  or  arranged  in  whatever  other  inamier  &e  tdmirad  might 
find  convenieiit. 

To  reconcile  to  the  common  feelings  of  tiittnkiild»  mucl^ 
more  to  justify  so  strong  a  measure^  common  prudence  re«x 
quired  that  the  motives  of  the  vice  admiral  hiimelf  should 
bave  been  perfectly  pure  and  disintere^ed }  but  it  can  be 
proved  that  so  far  from  having  been  ^Ki^^ated  b^asKj"  disin*^ 
terested  and  honourable  motive,  that  at  this  very  time  he  must 
have  had  in  contemplation  the  violation  of  two  actsof  par«. 
Kament,  for  which  the  removal  of  Captfl»ii  Wood  from  hk 
ship  was  absolutely  necessary. ' 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
llie  defence  which  the  vice  admiral  offers  for  suspending  an 
officer  commanding  one  of  his  majesty's  ships  under  a  com« 
mission  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  to  give 
ber  to  2i  protege  of  his  own,  viz.  That  he  would  not  commit 
die  honour  of  his  flag  and  hb  own  character  to  the  chapter  of 
accidents,  nor  cross  the  Atlantic  in  a  ship  commanded  by  a 
stranger.  Good  God,  sir !  could  there  be  a  more  gross  or  more 
scandalous  libel  uttered  against  the  whole  of  the  captains  of 
the  British  navy.  Excepting  Captain  Dunn  this  admiral 
durst  not  trust  himself  in  a  ship,  during  a  few  weeks  passage, 
with  any  British  captain  with  whom  he  had  not  a  personal 
acquaintance ;  and,  strange  to  reiate,  there  could  be  found  a 
snajority  of  three  admirals  and  nine  captains  of  the  British 
navy,  deliberately,  in  the  character  of  judges,  to  recognise  and 
s^yprove  of  this  act  of  violence,  by  which  th^  acknowledge 
that  a  commission  from  the  admiralty  is  no  protection  to  them 
against  the  whim,  or  caprice,  or  revenge,  of  a  conimander  in 
chief  on  a  foreign  station,  who  may  shift  them  fromr  the  finest 
firigate  in  the  service  into  any  old  hulk  bearing  a  pendant,  so 
that  she  happens  to  be  of  a  superior  class  on  the  navy  list. 
What  have  not  these  gentlemen  to  amwer  for  to  their  brother 
officers! 

Let  me  now  submit  to  the  house  how  totally  at  variance  the 
actions  and  professions  are  of  the  vice  admiral.  By  the  i8th 
article  of  war,  every  naval  officer  who  either  loads  on  board 
or  permits  to  be  laden  on  botird  of  anv  of  his  majest/s  ships 
of  war,  goods  or  merchandise,  exceptmg  for  the  sole  use  of 
the  ship,  is  not'ionly  to  be  cashiered,  but  be  rendered  for 
jBver  incapable  of  serving  his  majesty.  Admiral  Duckworth 
had  loaded  on  bbard  the  Acasta,  by  his  own  admission,  eleven 
logs  and  two  slabs  of  mahogany,  large  wardrobes  made  at 
Jamaica  by  the  carpenters  of  the  ship,  who  weie  eating  the 
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lung  s  provisions,  and  receiving  the  king's  pay^  and  employed 
by  the  vke  admiral  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  furniture  t«r 
be  used  in  his  house  in  Engbnd.  Any  noble  minded  man,  sir* 
^ would  hayc  said  to.  his  successor.  These  are  articles  which  1 
{bond  necessary  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  my  com^ 
mand ',  they  have  been  made  at  little  expence  to  me;  pray 
consider  them  as  belonging  to  the  house  assigned  for  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  as  now  I  transfer  them  to  you, 
do  you  take  care  that  they  are  transferred  to  your  successor. 
Thisy  sir,  might  have  justified  the  making  them  even  at  the 
king's  expence ;  but  to  manufacture  them  at  Jamaica,  and 
send  them' to  England  in  packages,  for  it  is  not  pretended 
that  they  were  put  on  board  for  the  admiral's  use  in  the  pas* 
tage  home,  they  can  therefore  be  considered  only  as  articles  of 
trader  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  as  they  were  not  left  at  the 
house  at  Jamaica,  how  the  captain  of  the  sliip,  who  mustered 
Redhouse,  the  admiral's  joiner  as  he  is  called  in  the  minutes 
of  the  court-martial,  for  the  three  years  he  was  working  there, 
would  answer  to  a  charge  of  false  muster,  were  it  to  be 
Inrought  against  him  ?  With  regard  to  the  mahogany,  of  which 
there  were  eleven  logs,  from  two  to  three  feet  thick,  aiyi  ten 
ieet  long,  also  two  slabs, — stock  for  a  first-rate  cabinet-maker 
in  London, — I  will  venture  to  pronounce,  that  there  is  not  a 
onember  of  this  house  who  will  say  that  those  could  be  con* 
sidered  as  any  thing  but  goods  and  merchandize  witliin  both 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  act  of  parliament.  There  were  also 
shipped  on  board  the  Acasta  abont  twenty  casks  of  wine  and 
rum,  from  thirty  to  forty  casks  of  fruit,  besides  various  other 
articles  not  worthy  of  notice,  none  of  which  have  been  alleged 
as  for  the  ship's  use.  To  make  room  for  those,  he  was  obliged, 
if  not  actually  to  turn  seamen  out  of  their  usual  sleeping 
.  |>laccs,  at  least  to  make  it  very  tiKonvenient  to  them,  and  to 
deprive  them  of  those  comforts  to  which  our  gallant  tars  are. 
so  well  entitled. 

Captain  Dunn  has  acknowledged,  that  he  ordered  ibt  spirit- 
iroom  to  be  cleared  out,  and  the  spirits  belonging  to  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  to  be  stowed  away  in  the  hold,  for  the  purpose  of 
stowing  the  admiral's  wines  and  spirits  in  the  public  spirit- 
room,  in  direct  violation  of  the  naval  printed  instructions, 
which  state  particularly  the  manner  in  which^flme  spirit-room 
is  to  be  fitted,  and  the  wine  and  spirits  are  (o.  be  taken  care  of 
by  the  purser.  Had  Captain  Wood  commanded  the  Acasta» 
pot  a  log  of  mahogany,  nor  any  of  these  various  articles  enu- 
merated and  acknowledged^  would  have  been  introduced  on 

board 
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board  his  majesty's  ship*  Had  CaptJiih  Wood  bciii  ever  so 
^rell  disposed,  he  durst  not  have  permitted  such  artielcs  with-* 
om  subjecting  himself  to  the 'penalties  of  the  eighteenth  article 
of  vrar,  and  being  dismissed  the  service.  Captain  Dunn^-  bj 
his  firiendlf  compliance  with  his  admiral's  wishes  j  is  now  phtced 
in  that  unfortunate  situation,  to  be  tried  by  a  court- mart ia)j 
and  dismissed  the  service. 

Notwithstanding  Admiral  Duckworth's  oppressive  and  un* 
just  conduct  was  most  clearly  proved  before  the  court-martial, 
and  indeed  admitted  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  themselves^ 
by  their  having  immediately,  on  the  first  intimation  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, reappointed  Captain  Wood  to  the  con^mand  of  the 
i^casta:  notwithstanding  it  was  clearly  proved  by  CaptainDunn^ 
that  the  ipirit-room,  in  direct  violation  of  the  naval  printed 
instructions,  pages  120  and  203,  was  cleared  out  to  make  way 
for  the  admiral's  liquors ;  notwithstanding  it  was  admitted  by 
the  admiral  himself,  that  he  had  on  board  eleven  logs  and  two 
slabs  of  mahogany,  wardrobes,  two  hundred  guineas  worth  of 
Spanish  snuff,  twenty  casks  of  wine,  and  thirty  casks  of  fruit, 
and  various  other  articles;  a  naval  court-martial  has  not 
merely  acquitted  him,  but  moit  fully  and  most  honourably  ac^ 
quitted  him  of  every  part  of  the  charge ;  nay,  not  satisfied 
with  his  acquittal,  have  declared  the  charges  gross,  unfounded, 
malicious,  and  scandalous.  So  illegal  and  so  unjust  a  sent^ice, 
I  will  venture  to  assert,  never  was  given  by  any  court-mar^ 
tial ;  and  this  I  do  upon  the  very  first  legal  opinions  of  this 
country. 

Thus,  sir,  have  not  only  two  acts  of  parliament,  formed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  restricting  naval  officers  from  convert* 
ing  his  majesty's  ships  of  war  to  the  private  emolument  of  ii>- 
dividuals,  been  not  merely  set  in  defiance,  but,  by  the  sanction 
of  a  court-martial,  the  door  has  been  thrown  open  to  abuses 
which,  if  not  speedily  remedied,  must  end  in  the  ruin  of  the 
disciphne  and  good  government  of  the  naval  service  of  this 
country. 

I  shall  therefi3re  move,  that  there  be  laid  upon  the  taUe  of 
this  house,  the  proceedings  of  a  late  naval  court-martial  held 
on  Vice  Admiral  Duckworth ;  the  memorial  of  Captain  Wood 
to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  dated  the  25tk 
instant,  accompanying  a  case  and  opinions  of  the  attorney  and 
solicitor  general,- Messrs.  Erskine,  Dallas  and  Garrow,  respect- 
ing the  iSth  drtide  of  war :  also  a  return  from  the  customs 
and  excise  of  all  articles  loaded  on  board  the  Acasta,  that  hdd 
teen  ordered  or  has  paid  duty. 

Mr. 
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Mr*  Dickinson  could  see  no  advantage  that  could  accrue  to 
the  public  from  this  measure,  nor  had  any  sufficient  ground 
been  made  out  for  its  adoption.  The  opinion  of  counsel  re- 
lated only  to  the  violation  of  the  act  of  parliament,  and  had 
been  given  without  a  knowledge  of  the  particular  circum- 
stances, whereas  the  coort-mstftial  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining viva  voce  evidence,  and  consisted  of  two  persons  of 
the  same  rank  as  the  prosecutor.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
his  remarks  by  observing  that  as  Captain  Wood  had  experi- 
enced 1^0  inconvenience  in  his  profession,  from  the  judgment 
of  the  court-martial,  it  was  the  less  necessary  to  carry  the  ques- 
tion farther. 

Mr.  Bennet,  Sir  W.  Elford,  and  Mr.  Baker,  defended  the 
character  of  Sir  John  Duckworth,  and,  from  .their  personal 
knowledge  of  him,  contended  that  no  person  could  be  less  apt 
to  transgress  the  rules  of  the  service. 

Lord  Gienhervii  thought  the  house  interfering  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  court-martial  without  better  grounds,  would 
form  a  dangerous  precedent. 

Admiral  Markham  vindicated  the  character  of  the  gallant 
officer,  under  whom  he  had  served  many  years,  and  never 
knew  him  in  any  instance  to  do  a  thing  oppressive  to  any  of- 
ficer. The  charge  of  bringing  home  articles  as  presents  to  his 
friends  would  be  applicable,  he  contended,  to  every  officer  of 
the  navy.  As  a  lord  of  the  admiralty^  he  had  often  desired  his 
friends  to  bring  him  home  a  pipe  of  wine,  smd  referred  to 
other  gentlemen  present  if  they  had  not.  done  the  same  \  the 
practice  was  well  known  to  be  customary. 

Col.  JFooddid  not  think  it  proper  to  urge  the  question  fiir- 
ther  at  present,  as  it  did  not  seem  to  meet  the  concurrence  of 
the  house,  *but  gave  notice,  that,  early  next  session,  he  would 
bring  it  forward  in  another  shape. 

On  the  question  being  put  from  the  chair,  that  the  motion 
be  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Captain  Harvey  insisted,  for  the  honour  of  the  gallant  of- 
ficer who  had  been  the  subject  of  their  conversation,  that  the 
question  be  put  on  the  motion. 

The  question  was  put  accordingly,  and  the  motion  nega- 
tived without  a  dissentient  voice. 

STATE  OF  PUBLIC  AFFAIRti 

Mr,  ffrey  observed,  that  some  time  had  -elapsed,  since  he 
had  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  relative  to  a  subject  that  had 
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bccii  alluded  to  In  the  speech  from  the  throne.  Tl^cre  was 
reasoD  to  expect,  that  some  communication  would,  before 
this,  have  been  made  to  the  house  on  that  subject.  He  rose 
in  this  instance  for  the  purpose  of  repeating  the  question  lie 
had  put  on  the  former  occasion,  and  to  ask,  whether  there 
vas  any  probability,  considering  the  very  advanced  period  of 
the  session,  that  any  such  communication  would  be  made 
to  parliament  previous  to  the  close  of  It. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  nothing  to  add  to  what 
he  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion.  It  was  not  in  his  power 
to  return  any  other  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  question* 

AIr»  Grey  had  delayed  as  long  as  possible  any  motion  on 
the  subject.  He  now  felt  it  his  duty  not  to  suffer  tjie  house 
to  separate  without  having  an  opportunity  afforded  them  of 
considering  this  very  important  matter.  He  proposed,  there- 
fore, to  bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  subject  on  Wednesday 
se'niught,  unless  circumstances  should  in  the  mean  time  occur 
to  render  that  motion  unnecessary.   - 

Colonel  Craufurd,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  for  several 
accounts  relative  to  the  army,  which  were  agreed  to.  He 
also  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  East  India 
company's  discharged  soldiers,  exclusive  of  invalids,  that  had 
returned  during  each  of  the  last  five  years. 

The  motion  was  deferred,*  after  a  few  observations  frorti 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  no  objection 
to  it. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  Colonel  Craufurd,  the  latter  member's  mo- 
tion was  put  off"  from  ITiursday  next  to  Wednesday  se'n- . 
night,  with  a  view  to  leave  Thursday  open  for  Mr.  Whit- 
bread's  motion  for  resolutions  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

.  Mn  Huskisson  obtained  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill  for  vesting 
in  the  barrack-master  genera),  for  the  time  being,  e$t3tes  held 
for  the  service  of  barracks,  and  to  give  him  authority  to  sell 
the  same  with  the  consent  of  the  ccintziissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

The  Secretary  at  War  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
empower  his  majesty  to  retain  upon  full  pay  and  allowances, 
officers  of  militia  during  the  war,  notwithstanding  any  reduc- 
tion of  ih^  n^Uitiik*   :. 

ISLE  OF  MAN — ATHOL  CLAIMS. 

Colonel  Stanley  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  consi- 
Vol.  III.  X  805.  X  deration 
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deratioa  of  the  report  of  the  conimittte  on  tbtf  dnm  of  the 
Duke  of  Athol.     'llie  order  being  read, 

Mr.  Curwin  went  into  an  historical  detail  on  the  financial 
and  lc^Lsl9tive  transactions  of  the  Isle  of  Man^from  the  timft 
of  Henry  IV*  in  the  fifteenth  century,  to  the  present  day>  far 
the  pitrpQse  of  shewingi;that  at  no  time  vi^re  the  revenues  of 
that  island  rightfully  or  constitutionally  vested  in  any  indirL* 
dual  for, his  oym  private  emolufnent,  but  for  the  pnUtt  good  ; 
that  the  grant  of  the  sovereignty  of  that  island  to  the  prede-^ 
cessors  of  the  Duke  of  Athol^  by  James  I.  with  the  liberty  of 
imposing  taxes  arbitrarily  on  the  people^  without  any  other 
control  than  the  discretion  of  the  sovereieU}  and  the  means 
of  the  inhabitants  to  pay,  was  not  a  lawnd  right#  nor.one 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  king  of  this  coun^i  o£hi» 
own  mere  will,  to  grant;  that  the  grant  of  aii  untlieiHttd 
^  power  to  any  subject  by  a  limited  monarch  was  unprecedented 
m  the  history  of  nations  \  that  the  legislation  of  the  Ide  «C 
Man  was  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  tripartite,  and  depoidedr 
on  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Keyes^  who  were  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  commons,  the  council  and  the  lords  ofnhe 
island ;  and  that  never,  but  in  one  single  instance,  was  ^dt 
absolute  sovereignty  of  taxing  the  psople,  granted  by  James 
II.  exercbed  by  the  lord  of  the  island,  Tkt  predecessor  q£ 
the  Duke  of  Athol,  in  selling  that  island  to  the  English  go^ 
vemment,  had  no  right  whatever  to  sell  the  revenues,  as  they 
were  not  his,  but  those  of  the  people,  and  were  inatienaU^ 
and  consequently  he  had  no  right  whatever  to  claim  any  com-^ 
pensatton,  on  the  ground  that  those  revenues  had  since  mm- 
creased  \  and  even  if  the  right  to  the  revenues  had  originaHy 
vested  in  him,  the  bargain  was  finally  closed  when  once-  he 
sold  them.  He  had  ibr  fifteen  years  acknowledged  his^com^ 
pehsation  to  be  liberali  and  he  had.  no  right,  pow  td  come  for« 
ward  with  a  new  daid^  because  the  reveiM:^  had  since  in- 
creased by  the  industnr  and  commerce  of  th^  people^  and  iAie\ 
fostering  protection  of  the  British  parliammti  aHy  more  than 
the  country  would  have  a  right  to  call  upoQjhim  tt>  refund 
p^t  of  the  purchase-money  in  case  the^  rereniies  had  de^^ 
creased.  But,  in  fact,  the  purchase^money  giifcn^to  the  Duke 
of  Athd,  vas  for. the  surrender  of  the  tcrritorj^iand  not  re* 
venue.  He  had  nothing  to  sell  but  bi3  est9t^'iA*tiie  island^ 
accompanied  by  a  barren  sceptre ;  and  tb^l^&fOliny  clain» 
now. for  further  compensation,  wtixch  wouid.^s^luiect  the  peo- 
ple,oF  t^t  island  to  additional  taxes,  was  unjq^,  and  such  a$ 
h^tf^s^e^^that  house  would  never  sanction.  He  concluded 
.';  /./    '^'  -  by 
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bf  xmrno^)  that  flie  repcKt)  instekd  of  thenj  be  taken  intd 
consi^eratiOR  that  day  three  months. 

Sir  W.  BmrouMs  supported  the  cWm  of 'the  Dukp  of 
Athol*  for  an  addiwonal  compensation.  He  proVed.by  a  refe- 
rence to  Loni  Cdste,  that  the  lord  of  the  Isle  of  Ma!n  was  for- 
OREly  an  independent  monarchy  and^that  the*  House  of  Keyes 
was  not  a  l^islattve  bat  only  a  judicial  bbdy.  The  metnbers 
of  that  house  cotlld  not  be  termed  representatives  of  the  peo^ 
pk»  for  diey  were  self-elected.  The  lords  of  the  treasuiy  in 
1765  had  been  authorized  to  treat  wkh  the  representatives  of 
the  lords  of  the  island,  without  any  supposition  that  any^ 
.  other  parties  were  entitled.  The  Duke  of  Athol  refused  to 
^lenate  h&  rights.  It  was  not  till  the  government  of  this 
CMntry  ^busmtii  a  disposition  to  abridge  those  rights  thatt^e 
aUenatiooB  was  agreed  to.  The  commercial  pretensions  of  this 
country  totegislare  for  Ireland  and  America  were  abandoned  r 
tbere  wasftio  beitei^rigbt  to  legislate  for  Man,  except  as  the 
kolders  of  the  rights  of  the  lords.  The  customs  revenue 
since  1798  had  increased  from  6,oool.'to  i6A>ool.  a  jeax'5  and 
tlie  oompens^ibn  which  was  to  be  regulated  by  the  result  of 
lilt'  experiment,  was  claimed  accordingly.    The    sum    of 

S^^oool.  with  the  pension  was  an  inadequate  compensation* 
e  adverted  to  the  purchase  of  die  heritable  jurisdictions  of 
Scotlandy  which  w^ere  very  highly  paid  for,  from  the  conside- 
ntion  of  the  honours  suirendered.  He  trusted  the  minority 
of  the  {iresent  duke,  when  the  arrangement  was  made,  would 
give  force  to  these  argumentSj  and  dbpose  the  house  to  tonsi* 
dcr  the  chims  now  made  as  valid. 

Mr.  Bmd^  when  he  opposed  the  present  reception  of  this 
report,  did  it  on  the  principles  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke^  Sir 
Wm.  Blackstone,  and  by  the  attornejpsiritf'^solicitor.gcncra!, 
who  had  all  concurred  in  the  opinxoti,  that  the  authority  of 
parliament  was  pdtfftmountr^d  that  it  had  an  unquestionable 
>igfat  to  legislate  for  the  Me  <if  Mah."  Whatever '  ingenious 
reasoning  might  have  been  eiiipUy^d"^  the  hon.  and  learned 
baronet,  there  were  no  facts  to 'A^w^tmt  the  Duke  of  Athol 
was  independent  of  this  conti'ol^^^The  commissioners  ap^ 
pwned  to  iiiqoire  into  this  business  said,  that  if  the  custom 
duties  wete  increasedi  it  miist  hdrrS  been  with  the  consent  of 
tbtt  r/av^<d^^iwho  would  require  a  return  for  such  a  con- 
cession. ^-How^^th^etii  could  the  dukebbfainan  increase  of  re* 
venne  from*  thk  source  to  the  extent  that  had  been  pretend* 
ed  ?  The  only  question  of  importance  was,  if  the  cqmj>ensa- 
tion  already  made  to  the  house  ^  AthcH  was  gi^sly  made^ 

^  Z  quate 
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^itte)  if  it  Irere  Boty  thetd  could  lie  no 'safikiehtTcaiOD. for 
6paning.irhat  had  so  long^bocn  closed.  The  increase  of  pro* 
fiCy  fwai  the  advance  Qf:p<:>pulation,  and  the  hnprovonett^of 
thc.lmte) of  60ciety» -could  tiQic  be  an j  fit  ground  for  sikh.a 
protetKKfif;'  He  lira:!  itr  the  priTy  council  wfaeik  this  subject 
was  bttfui-e  it^  it  was  abt,  therefore,  whoilnrncw  to  him.  The 
mattier  ypas  at  that  time. rb£siTed  to  the  law  officers  of  the 
crbwn>  and  their  Report  was  xeoeiTed  with  the  respect  it  de- 
served* lb  this  report  the  noble  duke  was  permitted  to  re- 
ply>  fiy  the  exercise  of  ^uhnsuai  indulgence^  in  the  form  of  a 
memorial ;  and  before  the  decision  of  the  council  was  laid 
before kb  majesty,  his  grade  applied  to  submit  some  new^facts^ 
to  ilvfhkhalso  the  privy  council  condescended,  with  the  express 
iniimctiois,  that  these  new  facts* should  not  only  be  new» bnt 
important*  When  he  (Mr.  Bond)  was  noicMiger  a  jnember, 
the  privy  oouncil  came  to  a  resolution,  that  the  remnnerataon 
was  inadequate;  but  .he  knew  nothing  of  wihat  led  to  this 
change  of  sentiment^  and.  had  in  no.pespect  ahered  his  ofirt 
nion  on  the  subject,  if  it  were  not  competent  the  onus  ^rw^ 
hftdi  was  witlt  the  duke,  and  that  burthen  he  had  not  thcmght 
.proper  to  sustam.  The  memorial  stated  that  the  revenues 
of  i8oz  were  much  greater  than  those  of  1765  ;  but  should 
the  compensation  be  governed  by  the  present  state  of  the  in- 
come, and  not  by  the.  produce:  at  the  time  tlie  contract  was 
made  ?  This  was  an  application,  it  sliould  be  remembered, 
not  tofho  iiberniity,  but  to  thejustice  of  the  houses  and  on 
no  principle  of  justice  could  it  be  supponed. 

Lnrd  Glenbervie  asked  if  the  opinions  of  the  attorney  and 
solicitor  general  were  to  be  considered  as  law  5  or  that  they 
were  ^opposed  to  be  binding  on  any  member  of  that  house  ? 
Lord  Coke's  opinion  was  erroneous  with  respect  to  Ae  right 
of  England  to  legislate  for  Ireland  at  that  time',  as  had  been 
declared  afterwards  in  dlect  by  the  act  of  r78a.  His  opi- 
nion relative  to  the  Isle  of  Man  was  equally  nnfonnded.  Yet 
the  attorney  and  solicitor  generitl  had  only  pronoonced  a  ne- 
gative opinion  on  the  case^  Uicy  had  never  come  to  any  posi- 
twe  decisicm.  For  his  part,,  be  thought  that,  from  a  coiisi- 
deration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  if  he  was  on  a* 
jury  upon  the  merits  of  the.'  case,  he  should  be  bound  to  say 
that  at  Iciist  it  was  entitled  to  ffeconsideratiioat/TK.o  '  ri . 
-  Lord  Temple  thought  his  duty  to  thecimiitvy^daikd  opon 
him  to  resist  a  transaction  which  had  the  appearahce  of  a  job. 
He  felt  himself  called  upon  adso  to  defend  the  airatigement 
made  by  his  ancestor.  (Mr.  Grenville).    The  Duke  of  Atbol 

was 
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was  not  entitled  to  benefit  himself  from  the  pockets  of  the 
public.  The  only  apphdiension  the  Duke  of  Atbol  had 
shewn  at  the  rime  of  concluding  the  bargain,  was  lest  the 
sum  dtaianded  should  be  thought  too  large,  llie^ noble  l<>rd, 
m  a  vein  of  lonch  pleasantry,  cdmibented  on  the  eagerness  of 
government  t0- secure  the  alliance  d£  *tise  mighty  and  magni- 
ficent monarch  of  Man.  We  had  in  vain  offered  oursubsi'- 
dies  tb/Russia  and  Austria ^  they- seemed,  hoirever,  to  be 
caught  at  with  avidity  by  this  powerful  prince. 

The  Chancellor  of  tie  JSxchequer  rxmntzmtd  that  the  Duke 
of  Athol  was  unanswerably  justified  in  his  claim  on  the  libe- 
rality and  t equity  of  parliament.  The  compensation  made  to 
his  fiimily  was  assuredly  irfadequate  to  the  inheritance  that 
had  been  afieiiated.  The  legislature  of  that  day  proceeded 
on  the  mistaken  principle  that  the  present  revenue  of  the  Isle 
of  Man  wasifeuDided  on  fraud,  and  was  rapidly  declining )  on 
the  contrary  if  had* 'increased  ta  nearly  thrice  what  it  amount** 
ed  to  at  the  time  of  the  revestmcnt.  What,  however,  did 
parliament  mean  to  acquire  by  that  revestment  ?  Security 
for  -Ac  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  not  a  petty  insular  reve- 
mie/  As  tht  revenue  had  so  far  exceeded  their  expectations^ 
it  was  just  to  recompence  out  of  h  those  who  had  been 
proved  to  be  sufferers  by  the  transaction.  That  the  ac- 
quiescence of  the  Duke  of  Athol  had  not  been  voluntary 
was  sufficiently  evinced  in  the  evidence,  and  particularly 
by  the  letters  to  his  agent  during  the  negotiation  of  the  sale. 
On  the  contrary,  every  step  that  he  had  taken  in  the  busi- 
ness was  undeniably  by  constraint.  On  these,  and  other 
grounds  equally  forcible,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  support  the 
petition  of  the  noble  duke. 

Mr.  Windhum  went  largely  into  the  subject,  and  expressed 
his  opinion^  that  it  was  what  is  vulgarly  cadled  a  job,  and  that 
a  case  had  never  occurred,  which  involved  so  unwarrantable 
and  shameless  an  abuse  of  the  public  money. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  and  Mr.  Rose  supported  the  petitioUf- 
and  spoke  in  £ivour  of  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Bankes  and  Mr.  Wilberforce  argued  against  the  mo^ 
tion. 

Mr.  Sharidaft  would  detain  the  house  with  only  a  very  few 
words.  The  committee  in  which  these  claims  had  been  consi- 
dered^ had  beqar  treated  as  indecorous,  irregular,  and  even  cla<« 
morous.  It  had  the  general  defects  of  all  open  committees, 
and  this  was  all  that  could  be  stated  justly  against  it.  The 
whole  of  the  present  debate  was  out  of  time  \  the  gentlemen 

who 
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who  hltd  disciisfied  the  subject  .might  to  hx^  attended  in  the 
committee  pf  which  they  covophdat  :md  to  iik\e  assigned  their 
reason^i^r  the  cond^tthey  would  now  pursue*.  The  ques- 
tiim  nod^jbefose  the  Jbou&e.was^  whether  the  report  of  the 
committee  should  be  taken  iptx>  consideratioa  %  and  it  was  ab- 
sufdi  on^ucb  an  inquiiy^Kzojexamine  into  the  general  merits. 
The  whole  a&ir. had  bdcu  charged  as  a  ministerial  job.  He 
Aould  xx}t  easily  be  suspected  or  conducing  to  any  project  o£ 
this  kind)  and  the^doi^btwas-^not  what  the  Duke  of  Athol 
should. receive  ift.remunerationy  hut  whether  the  house  oi^ 
commons  should  preserve  (hat  dignity  and  justice ,  in  ^akU  ki 
nroceedings»  by  which  Jt  should  be  ever  charaeterised. 
Much  of  the  argument  had  been  applied  to  Jthe  sovereign 
rights  of  the  hb'ilse  of  Athol.  He  should  have  oeen  extreme- 
ly glad  to  haye  seen  the  right  hon.  th^  attorney  general  in 
his  placet  to  have  denied  the  existence  <of  such  rightSt  And  as 
he  aid  not  appear  in  his  place  to  support  hi$  fpx;iiier  opinion^ 
he  might  at  least  be  permitted  to  conjecture  the  right  hoo. 
and  Iearne4<'gentl6m^a  ^2^ 'abandoned  his^^qr^e^  sentiments. 
He  relucVintTyv  opposed  his  firi^nds  with  whom  he,  was  accus- 
tomed to  concur,  by(  he  fek  it.hi^  doty  to  vote  for  recdving 
the  report*  v    .  ,,^^  ^ 

Mr.  Grey  opposed  the  recepti^^.of  the.  report. 

Thp  houise  divided  on  the  qutcstipni  thsit  the  word  '^  now^: 
stand  part  of  the  motion. 

Ayes        -        -      ,-        114 
.Noes         -        -        -  48 

IVJaJorlty       -        •  ,  .——  66 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved*  that  the  r^ort 
be.re^ed  to  a  committee  o(  tJ^Le^whalehouse^on  Wedne«iay 
next.  ,  .L» 

;A  «hort  .gonversiition .  ensued  between  Lord  ^Gknbwriey 
N|r^  C.yjwen^M<*-  Huskisson«  and  ^r.  P*  Moore^  who  pfo^ 
posed,  fi?.  i)n  ^am^dment  [Monday,  se'nnighty  which  bong 
pressed  to  a  division,  the  nmiib$|?$  stpqd  thu»— ^. 

For  Wednesday,  40.— Ag?in$it  >t»'i4>r^M!Writy>  l5.    . 

f  h^  jrppo^f  of  the  coQi.q^iiittff^s  9n  the.  Spanish. Vine  duty 
bill  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  boa 
read^a^hirdtime  on^-Tuei^iiy.  '      '    .    - 

M^.,  4lex^4er  bro^ight  up  the  report  of  thpi^DTOnittee  on  - 
the  improvement  of  the  harboyr  of  tI<>wth«:Wbe».dleirrc80- 
Iutipntha)^5a'^m  i)pt  exgeed^ng  io,ooqU  Iviflh.€(aiT4»cyishould 
be  approfnriated  tathat  purpose  was  agreed  to  (.and  the  re- 
port ol  theiQ9mmiac(p  on,  the  conveyance  of  coals  by  the  Pad- 

dington 
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dingtoti  tanal,  whose  rescdurion  dot  509000  tons  4>f  coak 
should  be  dlowed  to  be  broi^^  to  London  hf  that  canal, 
wasagreecl  to^  anct  biib  ordered  accordiRgly'.  •  >  The  odiwidera*- 
tion  of  the, report  of  the  committee  on  tbe^Southefn  whale 
fidiery  wa&  postponed  tfll  Tuesdsje.  i  •<  :  I:^    ^ 

Mr.  Huskisson  presented  aceoimtsyof  the'reTenue^of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  which  were  ordered  tofieioto  the  tiible  and  to  be 
primed. 

The  other  orders  of  the'  da^  were  postponed  to  Monday^ 
and  ^  half  past,  three  o'clock  m  the  nu»rniAg  the  houtoe  d(d- 
jottmed. 


'        ..         riOU^E^Ot   LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JONB  10. 

•'•4!otmsel  vf^re  beard  in  support  of  Tench's  divorce  biUf, 
and  the  farther^  cbtisideration  was  postponed  tiU^  Wednesday 
next.  '     ' 

:The  Bishop  of* St.  Asaph  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  the  Pancras  poor  bill,  and  concluded  by  moving  that 
t^^tArder  for  the^  cotnmiitee  on"  the- biU  for  the  next  day  be 
discharged,  and'  that  it  be  committed  that  day  three  Months. 

In  tins  proposition  he  was  mpported  by  the  Earl  -of  S^ffolk» 
and  ^posed  by  the  Lord  ChancpUori  When  the  house  di^ukd 
on  the  right  rev.  prelate's  motion. 

Contents  -      -         -  y 

•Not  Contents      -        -       -  31^ 

Majority  for  the  committal  next  day  — 24 

'The  Bishop  of  •  Lond6tl^oved4lie  second  reading  of  the 
stipendiary  cui^es*^  bill,' ift^rhick  he  was  supported  t^y  the 
Eari  of  Suffolk. 

.  The  Lord  CSiancellor,  ^hile  he  professed  himself  friendly 
to  the  principle  <^  the  bill,  saw  so- many  objectionable  clauses 
in  it,  thai;  he  could  not  promise  it*  his  support  till  it  had  un* 
dcrgone  some  veiy  materisd  amendments. 

The  MaVqurs  ctt^Budcinghtoi  thought  the  bill  so  nece^ai-y, 
that  he  hoped^it  would  pass  even  with  all  its  impejfectlons  on 
kshetfd,    •     J^:.  ;  .        .    ^ 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  concnrred  in'^dpinion  wfth'tlie 
LoKi  ChoncnllMqril^hen  the  bill  was  read  a  Second  titxi\e,  iSbd 
ordered  :ti>ibe^Mkfrmi^ted  for  Thursday.  •        -^  y^' 

The  LoidiCSlsri^etlor  begged  to  acquaint  I^h;  beneli-op 
bishops  of  the  divorce  bill,  which  stood  for  Wediiei^i^ukfr 
which)  in  his  o|Hnion,  in  a  moral  point  of  view^  ni^'^baliy^' 

entitled 
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entitled  to  their  attention  with  any  bill  in  which  the  clergy 
alone  wfefe  Itttercst*!:*     ^'-'y-  •  -       r 

Lifd'Wak!rt)gtem'  "mHit  that  he  was  requested*  by  a  noble 
matqutt'tty'give  tit/Act  tf^armotien  of -his  for' the  next  day,  as 
to  the  time  when  farther  proceedings  should  be  had  in  the 
casedfMi-^lJttfa^'RJxl'*  *^--    - 

Loni'EIj^ihstoneiioolS  the  oaths  and  his  setrt. — Adjourned* 


H0U3P    OF    COMMOJfS. 

^      2^0Ki>A¥,  JUNE  lO. 

Mr.  Manning  presented  a  petition  from  the  London  dock 
company^  against  the  bill  to  grant  an  indemnification  to  the 
company  of  carmen  of  the  city  of  London;-^  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved^  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
a  copy  of  the  warrant  of  the  treasury  relatiye  to  the  balances 
of  the  late  Adam  Jellicoe.  Also  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver- 
general  of  the  excise,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1793,  to  the 
5  th  of  April  last,  quarterly*  AJ0O  an  account  of  the  names  of 
persons  in  who^e  names  sums  were  lying  at  the  bank,  for  the 
navy,  victualUc^»  and  transport  services,  and  the  names  of 
persons  drawing  for  sums  of  sudi  money,  at  or  above  the 
amount  of  2o,oool.  in  the  years  17949  59  6,  and  7.  These 
were  severally  ordei'ed. 

llie  bill  for  the  recovery  of  smail  debts  in  the  city  of  Bath^ 
and  the  poor  farming  ^Inendmant  btily/were  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ciirwen,  the  comihittee  to  whom 
the  claim  of  John  Duke  of  Athbl,  relative  to' the  Isle  of  Man^ 
had  bteii  tcferred,  was  rcwcd;  -    ••  - 

flife  ^<?solutions  of  the  London  port  improvement  eommie^ 
tee  were  agreed  to,  andbflK  ordered  accorain^ly.  » 

Tne  second  reading '  of 'tlie  woollen  manufacfurers'  bill  wai 
postponed  till  Thursday  next.  Admiral  Bcrkdey  then  moved 
tot-  leave  to  bring  jn  a  bill  to  continue  the  suspctt»on  of  cei*- 
tain,  penalties  relative  to  the  woollen  trade.— Leave  given. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  moved,  that  leavfe-bc  given  to 
brmg  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  act' ^^^liii&t  session 
relative  to  the  com  trade. — Leave  giv^nlV*^  ^  *'**'•' 

The  third"  reading  of  the  bill  for  anffeiidJng  %fe  offenders* 
escape  act,  Was,  after  some  conversation,  postponed  till  Wed- 
(lesday  next. 

Colonel 
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Cotonel  Graufurd  moTed»  that  there  be  bid  befbretl^  house 
a  weekly  return  of  the  men  rained  w4er  the  addirvml  force 
act,  from  the  5th  of  April,  to  the  Uuu  day  the  d^WHmt  can 
be  tnade  op  to.— -Ordered*. 

Mr.  Jas.  Fitzgerald  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  Iridi  debt  redeemed  in  Enj^landjUp 
to  the  5th  of  February  last.— -Ordered. 

The  expiri^  laws  bill,  the  corn  laws  continuance  bill,  .the 
loyalty  loan  btu,  the  lottery  bill,  and  the  Irish  militia  bill,  were 
sevendly  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
the  next  day. — Acyoumed. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  II. 

Counsel  were. heard  by  their  lordships  in  a  committee  of     v 
privilege^  relative  to  the  Rous  peerage. 

The  army  pay  regulation  bill,  West  Indies  free-port  bill, 
public  accounts  audit  bill,  and  Lingham's  divorce  bill,  went 
through  a  committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  the  proceedings  re- 
specting Mr.  Justice  Fox  were  ordered  to  be  resumed  the  next 
day  at  half  past  two,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house:— 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

TUBSDATi  JUNE  II.  ^ 

nU[f1^ACHMENT  OF  LORD  MELVILLE. 

After  some  routine  business  had  been  dispatched^ 

The  Speal^er  rose  and  addressed  the  house  in  nearbf  the 
iblloviQg  terms  :<*.«>I  have  to  acquaint  the  hoiise  that  I  have 
received  a  letter  f ^erring  to  certain  proceedings  here»  signed 
MelviUe,  da^  June  the  i  ith,  at  Wimbledon,  and  directed  to 
me»  for  the  purpose  of  beii^  conununicated  to  the  house. 
The  contcQU  of  this  letter  are  these:r- 

"  Sir-*-HavIng  observed,  in  the  votes  of  the  house  of  comr 
*'  mons^  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
*'  tenth  Tffffj^4^  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  and  hav« 
^  ing  obtainol  a  copy. of  a  report  which  that  committee  ha? 
<'  suboui^d.to  tt^e  house  of  commons,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
*<  requestiilig  that  the  house  will  allow  me  to  be  adimtted  and 
•*  heard  on  the  subject  of  those  reports.*' 

Mr.  Robert  Dundas  the^  Qbserved>  that  in  consequence,  of 
Vol.  III.  180J.  Y  the 
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%hti  nodee^ich  he  had  formerly  gived)  be  would  move  that 
Ikdrd  ¥iseoum  A^elvilte  he  adcnit!ted  into  the  house  to  be  heard 
iB  hit  own.'ddfenoc  according  to  his  request, 
.    The  •question*  was  pat  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  widH> 
Mtttdittentitig  t)6ice.  - 

The  Spealoer  ^ordered  the  sei^nt  at  arms  to  attend  with ' 
the  mace  at  the  door,  and  to  inform  Lord  Melville  that  he 
inight  come  'in»  His  lordshipi  who  was  in  waiHilg,  immedx* 
^tely  entered,  and  advanced  WAthin  the  bar^  where  there  was 
a  chair  placed  for  his  reception.  The  Speaker  said — '*  There 
is  a  dudr  for  your  lordship  to  repose  on."       , 

After  sitting  down  for  a  few  moments,  Zor^  Melville  rose, 
and  spoke  as  follows  :-^Hitherto  every  attempt  I  havejcnade 
to  be  heard  in  explanation  or  vindication  of  my  own  coo* 
duct  and  character,  brought  in  question  by  the  tenth  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  has  been  in  vain  j 
and,  therefore,  it  is  my  earliest  duty  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  this  house,  for  that  privilege  having  been  at  last  con^ 
ceded  to  me. 

Under  these  circumstances,.it  might  be  unbecoming  in  tne, 
f  I  this  ptaciy  to  call  in  question  the  justice  of  any  of  your  pro- 
ceedings which  have  alivady  taken  place.  If,  therefore,  bdbx^ 
making  any  observations  on  the  report  now  produced  by  your 
own  committee,  I  offer  some  preliminary  considerations,  it  is 
only  from'  an  anxious  hope  of  beix^  able  to  satisfy  you,  that 
whatever  considerations  may  have  'guided  the  wisdom  of  the 
house  in  their  past  proceodiags,  -it  is  ts^^enti^l  to  the  ends  of 
justice,  that  before  deciding  on  this  report,  now  in  my  hands, 
yoti  sfaipnld  give  a  patient  and  dispassionate  bearii^  to  the  qon- 
siderations  I  wish  to  offer. 

1  sludl^  therefore,  begin  by  shortly  stating^,  the.difierent 
snodes  in  which  I  have  attempted  to  obtein  xMi&  indulgcooe. 
i  was  examined  by  the  commisstooecs  of  nav^  inquiry,  with- 
.  out  the  knowledge  of  the  objeda  of  invest^ga|kl>^.aiid  while 
they  weitein  possession  of  the  whole  of  Mr.  XtH>|t^^.a6oaunts 
♦  withMessKs.  CouttsandGe. 

itis^jon  the  items  scattcattd  throughout  th^  pages  of  those 

^accoums^  that  itheir  obdematkms  on  my  coaiduatriire  m»4^  and 

.from  which  their  conclusiions  are.  chiefly >drdlNNi)  kf9^  -vriieii  I 

was  before  tham,  not^cme  item  of  ttositiHHDom^.  w«is  shewn 

to  >mey  ok;  explanamon  asked  concemhi^  A9jr^ ^cL4>f  them.    In 

'hct^t\»>&nt  time  I  ever,  saw  thexni  ox^'kiai^jv  that  such  ac- 

OMimsexisted,  was  when  I  read  them  in  the  t^ath  report* 

•  i  iom  b^undta  suppose  the  ^caunissaoners  concejrv^d4  zre- 

:;-  :  ,'  *  _  serve 
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serve  of  tHU  nature  to  be  necesranry  to  the  objcet^vtbeyt  had 
prescribed  t^  themselves  in  puiBuing  the  inquiry;  emrustied  to 
them.  I  shall  not)  at  present,  stop  to  examine  lata  the  justico 
of^hat  mode  ofproceeding«  I  mean  barely  to  notioe  the  fact, 
in  illustration  ot  the  assertion  I  have  made^  that  this  b*tbe 
first  moment  I  have  been  permitted,  in? aayshaftt^to^Scriany 
explanation  on  the  subject  of  those>  resohitionB  which,  have 
been  enrdled  on  the  joornals  of  this  hou^^  and  fzvm  thence 
have  found  then:  way  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

With  the  same  view,  I  allude  to  my  letter,  of  the  28th  of 
March  last,  to  the  commission's,,  after  the  report,  made  i^ 
appearance,  and  of  which,  and  their  answer,  the  following  are 
copies. 

Admiraky,  28ti  Matreb,  1805; 
Genilometi, 

Having  read  your  tenth  repcHt,  and  observing  particularly 
the  following  paragraph  in  the  I4i8t  page)«-^  - 

<^  However  the  apprehoisioci  of  disclosing  delicate  and 
**  confidential  transactions  of  government  might  operate  with 
*^  LordMelviUehiwichholdingiafoniiat ion  respecting  advances 
'<  to  other  departments,  we  do  not  perceive  how  that  appro- 
'<  kensioDcan  at  all  account  for  his  refusing  to  state,  whether 
^  he  derived  any  profit  or  advantage  from  the  use  oi^  ^mploy- 
<<  ment  qf  money  issued  for  che  services  of  the  navy*  If  hi$ 
^  lordship  had  received  into  his  hands  such  monies  as  were 
^'  advanced  by  him  to  other  dqnrtments,.  and  had  replaced 
*'  them  as  soon  as  they  were  repaid,  he  could  not  havedecived 
*'  any  profit  or  advantage  from  sudicrassaction^  however  ro- 
^  pugnant  they  might  be  to  the  provisions  of  the  legidature 
**  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  public  money  :*' —    . 

I  thmk  k  n^ecessary  to  state  the  following  observations,  in 
order  to  plade,  in  their  just  view,  the  grounds  on  which  I  do^ 
diiied' answering  your  questioas,  and  which  you  appear  not 
to  have  accnxiMely  understood. 

When  yott  first  called  upon  me  for  infonnotioQ,  I  stated  ^ 
you,  that  I  had  not  materiab  on  which  I  could  frame  such  an 
itccoo»t  i^  you  required  me  at  that  time  to  prepare  $  and  in  a 
ccfmmuilication  with  Mr*<  Trotter,  befose  my  examination 
ontherjtlii  tfiiNovembec  last,  I  learnt,  for  the.first  time^  that 
ii|^  the  aecoMHi' whick  ke  had  kept  respecting  my  private  coo- 
cems,  he  had  ^  blended  hi^  own  private  monies  with*  wliat  be 
kkd  in  hiS'  hands  of  puUic  money,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
.him  to  asoertain  with  precision,  whether  the  advances  wbioh 
he  had  occamn  -to  make  to  m^  in  the  eourse'of  his  mnaing 

•    Y  a  private 
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I^Krte  account  tvith  me,  "wiere  made  from  the  one  or  from 
the*  other  of  tbe.agpr^te  sums  which  constituted  his  balance 
trith  the  house  jof  Messrs.  CotKts. 

:  This  circuoijsttnee,  wbkh  I  understood  Mr.  Trotter  had 
himself  ^liscbctly  communieated  to  yov,  made  it  impossible 
fer  me  to  return  any  other  answer  than  I  did  to  the  general 
question  whieh  yoh  put  to  me,  "  Whether  Mr;  Trotter  had 
.^  applied  any  of  the  money  issued- fbf  carrying  on  the  current 
•*  service  of  the  navy,  for  my  benefit  or  advantage?"  and  to 
this  circumstance  I  uniformly  referred  in  my  answers  to  other 
.  questions  respecting  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Trotter  ap- 
plied the  money  in  his  hands. 

When  you  put  the  question  to  me,  "  Whether  I  did  (Brect 
'•  or  authorize  Mr.  Trotter  to  lay  out  or  apply>  or  cause  to  be 
<<  laid  out  or  applied,  any  of  the  money  issued  for  carrying  on 
•*  the  current  service  of  the  navy,  to  my  benefit  or  advantage  ?~ 
my  answer  was,  "  To  the  bat  of  my  recollection  !•  never 
^*  did."    Thdt  answer  I  now  repeat. 

Had  yon  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  I  had  ever  any  un- 
•derstanding,  expressed  or  implied,  nith  Mr.  Trotter,  respect- 
ing any  participation  of  advantages  derived  from  the  custody 
of  t^e  public  money;  or  whether  1  at  any  time  knowingly  dep- 
rived any  advantage  to .  myself  frotn  any  advanced  of  public 
money  ;  I  should  have  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  as  I  now 
do  declare,  that  there  never  was  luiy  such  understanding,  nor 
any  thmg  like  it,  between  Mr.  Trotter  and  mvself ;  that  I 
never  knowingly  derived  any  such  advantage;  and  that,  what- 
'cver  emolument  accrued  to  Mr.  Trottei*  in  the  conduct  of  the 
peamiary  concerns  of  the  office^  was,  so  far  as  I  affi  informed^ 
exclusively  his*  own. 

^  With  respect  to  any  advances  which  Mc  Trotter  might 
'  make  on  my  private  actotim,  I  consM^ed  mysctf  as  debtor  to 
him  alone,  and  as  standing,  with  regard  to  thMh*i<^  ^o  other 
predicament  than  I  should  have  doac  with  any  other  man  of 
bttsintt86,'wfao  might  be- in  Jficcasional  advanto^to-'  me  in  the 
general  management  of  my^  concof  &s  entrusted  to  him. 

it  is  impossiUe  far  n^  tooscertain,  from  any  documents  or 

vouchers^ih  my  hands,  or  now^eidst^ngy  what  the  extent  of 

these  advances  may  have  been  at  any  particular  period*    The 

accounts  which  you  hav$  inserted  in  your  report,  I  never  saw, 

•till J ^aw  them  in  the rqx>rt'^itself .    They  arbiiol acc6unts of 

'  mine^noe^ih  I  a  party  to^them.    Tfa^  contain  tn  Variety  of 

*  sums  issoed  nominally  to  me,  wiiich  never  came  into  my  hinds, 

aiilttveyagivetno  credit  for  the  various  suins  receh^  by  Mr. 

^^..'.  /  Trotter 
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Trotter  oa  mjr  private  atcount?  £0001  mf^saiaef  9»*treamrtff 
of  the  oaVff  dnd^ihom  other  sources  rofinootaey  of  whld^fae 
was  in  the  receipt ;  nor  do  they  take  ^ao^liSotice'Ofthe  seciirO 
ties  of  whidi  he  Was  in  po$$es$iotWr£»r  jehei  repayment  of  kiiy 
balance  at  any  time  due  to  him  froihi  g^^  ipgvntct  6mds.  i  ^  ' 
With  respect  to  the  sums  of  n^^  moiurjr  advanced  to  me^ 
und  applied  to  otbef  setvices»  I  do  nqt  \^  fit  .necessai^  to 
.make  any  additional  observations  $  except- to  idechre^  that  aUL 
t^ose  sums  were  returned  to  the  rfund  from  which  they  were 
taken ;  having  in  no  instance  been  withdrawn  from  it  for  any 
purpose  of  private  emolument  or.  advantage. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  wish  to  correct  an  inaccuracy  which  I 
cbselrve  in.  one  part  of  my  evidence.-^-In  appendix,  No»  7,  page 
192^  the  question  is  put  to  me,  ^*  Did  you  derive  any  profit  or 
<*  advanti^  finom  the  use  or  employment  of  public  money  i»- 
•*  sued  for  carrying,  on  the  current  service  of  the  navy,  between 
f<the  19th  of  August  1782  and  the  ^th  of  April  1783,  or 
**  between  the  ist  of  February  1784  and  the.  31st  December 
*^  1785,  during  which  periods  you  held  the  ofice  of  treasurer 
f*  of  the  navy  r*  which  question  I  there  answer  by  a  reference 
to  an  answer  given  to  a  simUar  question  put  to  me  (before. 

This  answer  is  inaccurate^  in  so  far  as  it  cmitains  a  reference 
to  Mr.  Trotter's  mode  of  Uending  his  funds^  in  his  private 
^account  with  Messrs.  Coiitts. 

Mr.  Trotter  was .notpary master  till  the  year  178^^.  • 
.    The  circumstances,  therefore,  relative  toMr^  Trotter's  ac- 
count, which  prechKled  my  returning  an  answers  to-  your 
fermer  question,  do  not  apply  to  the  periods  jqiecified  in  that 
la«c  mentio«eii* . 

And  I  can,  therefore,  have  no  difficulty  in  dedaring,  that 
during  those  petfiods  I  did  not  derive  any.  advantage 'ftt>ra  the 
use  oriemjptoyment  of  money 'i93iwd  for  carrying  oDtbe  ser^ 
'viceof  thejnavfi 

Having  statDd  these  &cts,  it  is  ahmst  unnecessary  lor  me  to 
add,  that  lam  ready,  at  any  time,  to  verify  themby  myoaili., 
I  ami  gentkmei^. 

Your  most  obedient,  humUe  servant^ 
C9m9mH9mrrrf  Nawl  Inqtary.  .         Mexiville, 

;(:  1  j.T.  ^     ■:  ,i  *  Oj/tGi of  Nodal  Ltgmry, 

My^Lord,        -  .         GreatGrnrge^itrtti^^  Afnl^  i%o^^ 
We  have. received  your  lordship's  letter  o£:thsia8th  of  . 
.  last  month;  by  which  you  intimate  that  we  appear  not  to  have 
9ccuratdy  onderstood  the  grounds  on  which  you  flQcUsekiaa^ 

swering 
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swering  aur  questions;  and  submit  to  m  some  obserratttms 
in.qrder  t6  place  tiiose  grotmds  in  dicir  just  viev;  and  also 
tlftjgftss  a  wish»  before,  you  conclude,  to  correct  an  inaccuracy 
ifi§tie  part  of  your  evidence,  and  a  readiness  to  verify  by  your 
oath  the  facts  stated  in  that  letter.  If  it  )>e  the  object  of  this 
cooAinunication  that  we  should  again  require^our  lordship^s  at- 
tendance for  the  purpose  of  being  examined  touching  these 
matters,  and  that  we  should  make  a  supplemental,  report  upon 
the  result  of  that  examination,  and  such  other  examinationa 
as  we  might  thereupon  judge  necessary,  there  can  be  no  di»« 
inclination  on  our  part  (as  m  as  we  are  coflcemed  itr  the  pro* 
^ceedtng)  to  meeting  your  lordship's  wishes :  but,  it  appears  to 
us  that  the  inquiry,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  tenth  reportt 
has  attained  that  period,  when  it  would  not  become  us  to 
adopt  such  a  measure  merely  upon  the  suggesttbn  of  a(iy  of 
the  parties  to  whose  conduct  that  report  f  elate& 

We  were  occupied  several  months  in  investigating  the  raode 
of  conducting  the  business  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  tlu^ 
navy  i  those  idu>  were  examined  by  us  had  the  fiiDest  oppor^^ 
tunity  of  stating  and  explaining  all  things  which  relaredto  the 
management  oi  that  dq>artnient,  or  to  the  share  which  they 
respectively  had  in  it,  and  of  correcting,  at  any  time  during 
the.  progiress  of  the  inquiry,  any  mistakes  which  might  inad^ 
vertently  have  been  made.  Our  opinions  and.  observations 
upon  the  irregularities  and  abuses,  which  we, dtscovered,  were 
{(Hrmed  and  drawn  up  with  the  utmost  care  and  deliberation  i 
Md  they  are  now  submitted  to  the  three  branches  of  the  le^ 
gislature,  as  the  act,  by  which  we  are  appointed,  requires.  If 
it  could  be  made  to  appear,  upon  a  representation  to  themj 
that  any  thing  has  been  omitted  on  our  part,  that  anymisun* 
derstanding  or  error  had  occurred,  and  that  a  further  inquiry 
is  advisable,  upon  these  or  any  other  goounds  v  it  would  be 
for  them  to  direct  such  further  inquiry,  and  to  decide  by 
whom,  and  in  what  manner,  it  should  be  prosequted.  But* 
in  ^e  present  circumstances,  it  appears  to  us,  that  we  caVMt 
with  propriety  resume  it. 

Wc  have  the  honour  ito  be,  my  lord, 

Your  Idrdship's  most  obedient  humble  $ernaUy 
Ch.  M.  Poi,&. 

£WAN  I^AW* 

JtoHN  Ford. 
Henxv  Nichollb. 
Wm.  Maccworth  PXASt). 
Tftie  Rigbt  H9fu  Vu^mtt  ,MdvUh^  - 

As 
• 
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'  As  the  fiurt  appears  on  tlie  proceedings  of  this  house  of  the 
tth  of  April,  I  need  not  remark,  that  another  opporcmuty 
was  denied  to  me  by  its  decision  on  the  qtiestion  of  instituting 
an  inqtiiry  before  proceeding  to  detision* 
•  My  letter  to  Lord  Hawkesbnry  is  another  proof  of  what  I 
hat^C  asserted,  and  this  house  is  acquainted  with  the  result 
eomtnuaicated  in  the  conference  between  the' two  houses  of 
parlt^mem,  by  which  the  hopes  I  had-  entertained  of  some 
kiDd  of  explanation  being  opened  to  me,  were  precluded,  and 
yoor  oommiiitee  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  making  their  re* 
port,  without  receiving  explanation  from  me  in  any  one  par- 
ticular. •  This  was  a  consequence  resulting  from  the  decision 
irf'^this  house  on  the  8th  ot  April ;  for,  if  the  criminating  t&- 
scrfutlons  of  that  day  had  not  been  passed,  previously  to  in- 
quirr,  there  would  have  been  no  bar,  from  the  privileges  of 
the  house  of  lords,  to  have  induced  them  to  restrain  me  from 
being  examined  before  the  committee.  The  terms  in  which 
I  addressed  the  lords,  in  my  letter  to  Lo^d  Hawkesbury,  is  z 
proof  that  no  exertion  was  omitted  by  me  that  could  tend  to 
get  over  the  dilSiculty. 

MtLord,  ff^mbledm^  6th  Max ^  i8oj.  ' 

1  €4>serve  that,  on  the  message  from  the  house  of  commont, 
desiring  my  attendance  to  be  examined  by  a  committee  rf  their 
tiumber,  your  lordship  has  started  a  difficulty,  founded  on  a 
standing  order  of  the  house  of  lords.  I  certainly  was  not 
aware  that  such  a  standing  order  existed,  and  had  taken  for 
granted,  that  the  licence  of  the  house,*  to  my  attending  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  would  have  been  given 
as  a  matter  of  course- 
On  a  question  of  privilege,  originating  in  the  manner  this 
has  done,  your  lordship  will  readily  perceive  the  reasons 
w)iich  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  any  part  \  but,  I 
trust,  I  am  guilty  of  no  improper  intrusioUj  when  I  put  your 
lordship  in  possession  of  my  own  anxious  wishes,  that*  if  pos* 
sible,  the  difficulty  may  be  got  over,  and  that  I  may  be  at  li- 
berty to  act  upon  my  own  feelings,  which,  notwithstanding 
the  singular  circumstances  in  Which  I  am  placed,  u^rge  me 
most  earnestly  to  express  my  hcpes,.that*I  shall  not  bede* 
barred  from  giving  my  attendance  on  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  commons,  as  requested  in  the  message  from  tha^ 
house.  ^ 

In  stating  these  sentiments  to  your  lordship,  you  will,  of 

course^ 
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course,  understand  yourself  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  them 
you  may  think -proper, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c« 

(Signed)  Melville. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  subject}  without  adverting  to  ano» 
fher  proceeding  of  thfs  house,  which  has  likewise  tended,  in  a 
very  material  degree,  to  limit  the  means  of  any  explanations 
being  given,  which  could  remove  any  of  the  imputations 
which  have  been  cast  upon  me.  I  allude  to  the  resolution  of 
the  29th  of  April,  directing  the  attorney-general  to  institute  a 
civil  suit,  for  the  recovery  of  any  profits  made  by  Mr.  Trotter 
or  myself  from  the  monies  issued  for  naval  purposes.  I  can 
know  nothing  with  accuracy  that  passed  in  this  house  when 
this  resolution  was  adopted ;  but  if  I  am  to  give  credit  to  those 
channels  of  information  which  are  connived  at  in  the  daily, 
publications^  which  are  more  or  less  perused  by  all  of  us,  I  am 
to  understand  it  to  have  been  stated  in  argument,  that  if  the 
measure  suggested  in  that  resolution  was  adopted,  there'  could 
be  no  furthexf  proceeding  against  me  in  any  other  mode.  Upon 
this  ground  it  was  opposed,  by  those  who  are  not  supposed  to 
have  any  particular  partiality  towards  me.  With  the  recol- 
lection of  this  in  my  mind,  I  may  be  perhaps  forgiven,  if  I 
expressed  some  degree  of  surprise,  when  I  heard  of  the  inti^ 
mation  given  of  an  intended  motion  of  impeachment.  It  vras 
not,  however,  to  make  this  remark,  that  I  have  adverted  to 
this  resolution  ^  I  allude  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  observing, 
that  the  delicacy  of  your  conunittee  to  Mr.  Trotter,  joined  to 
their  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  examine  myself,  has  cer- 
tainly tended  to  deprive  me  of  the  benefit  of  any  elucidation 
that  might  have  arisen  from  a  more  minute  examination  of 
the  subject.  Mr-  Trotter  is  not  interrogated  as  to  any  of  the 
supposed  participation  which  has  been  stated  to  have  taken 
place  between  him  and  me,  neither  is  he  asked,  whether  he 
was  directed  by  me  to  lay  out  any  public  money  for  my  bene- 
fit I  nor  is  he  examined  as  to  my  privity,  or  knowledge  of  any 
qf  those  various  modes  of  using  the  public  money,  stated  in 
the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  ApriL 

I  have  been  the  more  pointed  in  bringing  these  particulars 
to  the  recollection  of  the  house ;  because,  by  some  strange  per- 
version of  the  truth,  an  insinuation  has  reached  me,  that  I  had 
omitted,  till  this  kst  stage  of  your  proceeding,  to  take  any 
measures  for  my  own  vindication.  Tht  direct  reverse  utbe 
V  fact. 

Aad 
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.  And  even  now,  I  find  myself  placed  in  a  very  awkward  m<« 
Ration.  Understanding  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general 
intimation  some  time  ago  given  in  this  house,  of  my  desire  to 
be  heard  in  person,  new  difficulties  had  been  started  in  another 
place,  I  again  addressed  myself  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  by  a 
letter,  in  the  following  terms : 

WtmUedon,  'jth  Juney  1805. 

Having  reason  to  believe,  that,  in  consequence  of  a  report 
made  to  the  house  of  commons  by  a  select  committee,  discus- 
sions are  likely  to  take  place  in  that  house,  on  which  I  may  be 
desirous  of  being  heard  in  explanation  and  defence  of  parts  of 
my  conduct,  I  am  anxious  to  obtain  the  permission  of  the 
house  of  lords  to  attend  the  house  of  commons  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  I  should  think  fit* 

In  my  former  letter  to  your  lordship  of  the  6th  instant,  I 
expressed  to  you,  as  strongly  as  I  could,  my  anxiety  to  be  af- 
forded some  means  of  removing  the  imputations  which  had 
been  laid  to  my  charge,  and  since  that  timp  many  circum- 
stances have  occurred  to  increase  that  anxiety,  and  I  entreat 
your  lordship  to  give  your  best  assistance  to  forward  the  ob- 
ject of  my  present  request. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  M&lville.* 

7<?  the  Lord  Hawhesbury, 

And  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  lords  is.  conceived  in  tl;e 
following  words :  ** 

Resolved^ — lliat  the  Lord  Viscount  Melville  have  leave  to 
go  down  to  ^e  house  of  commons,  and  to  defend  himself 
there,  if  he  mall  think  fit,  on  all  points  on  which  the  house 
of  commons  have  not  previously  passed  any  accusatory  or  cri- 
minatory resolutions  against  him. 

Circumscribed  as  I  am  by  this  resolution,  I  know  I  am  not 
at  liberty,  even  with  your  indulgence,  to  defend  myself  against 
any  of  the  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  April  last ;  and  therefore, 
if  inadvertently  I  should  drop  any  thing  that  may  be  so  con- 
strued, I  hope  it  will  be  understood  that  it  is  not  with  an  in- 
tention to  arraign  in  this  place  the  justice  of  tho^e  resolutions, 
but  with  tl^e  view  of  being  certain  that  I  understand,  and  do 
-not  misrepresent  them.  The  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  April 
arc  fourteen  in  number^  [see  page  97  of  the  preceding  volume] 
to  which  another  was  added  on  the  29th,  viz.  That  the  at- 
torney-general be  directed  to  take  such  measures  as  may  ap. 

Vol..  III.  1805.  Z  pear 
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pear  to  him  to  be  most  effectual  in  due  course  of  law,  for  as* 
certaining  and  recovering  any  sums  of  money  that  may  be  duft* 
to  the  public  from  Lord  Viscount  Melville  or  Alexander 
Trotter,  esq.  in  respect  of  any  profits  derived  by  them  from 
xponics  issued  for  naval  purposes,  and  that  may  have  come  into 
their  hands  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  January  1786.  The 
twelfth,  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  are  chiefly  deserving  of  at- 
tention, the  previous  ones  being  merely  statements  of  facts, 
which  of  themselves  could  not  have  attracted  any  notice. 

The  twelfth  resolution  contains  a  statement  of  a  variety  of 
positions,  apparently  meant  to  lay  the  basis  for  the  conclusion 
drawn  in  the  fourteenth  resolution. 

From  the  terms  of  the  twelfth,  I  api  left  somewhat  doubt- 
ful, whether  it  was  meant  to  apply  to  me  personally.  But  as  I 
cannot  suppose  it  possible  that  the  house  of  commons  could 
intend  to  leave  it  ambiguous,  whom  they  meant  to  charge  with 
criminality,  I  must  take  it  for  granted  that  I  am  implicated  in 
it;  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in'  this  supposition,  from 
having  observed  the  copiments  which,  in  other  places,  have 
been  lavished,  without  any  reserve,  upon  that  resolution,  and 
l^hose  comments  often  made  by  persons,  who  being  members 
of  parliament,  were,  I  presume,  of  course,  properly  inform- 
ed, and  competent  to  judge  of  the  object  of  the  resolutions 
which  the  house  of  commons  had  adopted. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  ascertain  the  full  extent  of  the 
charges  contained  in  the  twelfth  resolqtion,  it  must  be  coupled 
with,  and  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  thirteenth ;  and  the 
joint  import  of  the  two  resolutions  is,  that  "  Mr.  Trotter  did, 
•*  at  various  times,  under  pretence  of  naval  services,  and  by  a 
**  manifest  evasion  of  the  act,  draw  from  theq^nk,  and  /»- 
**  vest  in  exchequer  and  navy  bills,  and  lend  upro  the  security 
*'  of  stock,  and  employ  in  discounting  private  bills,  and  in  the 
**  purchase  of  bank  and  East  India  stock,  large  sums  of  public 
^*  money  for  the  purposes  of  private  emolument,  and  in  doing 
jf  *  so,  he  acted  with  my  knowledge  and  consent,  being  my  pri«r 
"  vatc  agent." — And  although  the  charge  does  not  expressly 
^ay  so,  it  certainly  concludes  in  such  a  manner  as  must  leave  a 
full  conviction  on  the  mind  of  every  reader,  that "  Mr.  Trotter, 
**  so  acting  as  my  private  agent,  did  occasionally  lay  out  ten 
f  ^  or  twenty  thousand  pound$  in  thqse  tran$actiQn$>  for  my  use 
«  and  benefit." 

Upon  this  charge  I  must,  in  truth  and  justice  to  myself,  so* 
Jemnly  assert,  before  this  house,  and  in  the  face  of  my  country, 
|hat  it  is  erroneou-  I.:  every  particular,  I  never  knew  that  Mr, 
.   .'        *  '        "         :       '  Trotter 
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Trotter  had  drawn  any  money,  for  the  purposes  of  private 
emolument,  in  manifest  evasion  of  the  act.  I  ruver  knew  that 
he  had  invested  any  money  in  exchequer  or  navy  bills.  I 
nevfr  knew  that  he  had  lent  upon  the  security  of  stock.  I 
never  knew  that  he  had  employed  any  money  in  the  discount 
of  private  bills.  I  never  knew  that  he  employed  any  public 
money  in  the  purchase  of  bank  or  India  stock.  Having  dis- 
claimed all  knowledge  of  these  transactions,  it  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  add,  that  if  any  such  existed,  they  were  not,  as  stat- 
ed, with  my  privity  and  consent  \  neither  have  I  the  smallest- 
knowledge  or  belief, /that  Mr.  Trotter  ^v^r  did  lay  out,  for  my 
use  or  benefit,  in  any  such  modes,  any  sum  of  public  money 
whatever. 

Having,  in  so  pointed  a  manner,  disclaimed  all  knowledge 
of  any  of  those  transactions  detailed  in  the  twelfth  resolution,) 
I  need  not  stop  a  moment  to  express  the  indignation  I  must 
have  felt,  when  I  found  that  not  only  that  knowledge  was  im- 
puted to  me,  but  that,  with  a  view  to  give  the  colour  of  pro- 
bability to  the  insinuation  of  personal  profit  arising  from  such 
transactions  (for  no  man  ventured  to  advance  it  as  a  charge)  it 
was  even  surmised,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had,  in  the  execution  of 
those  transactions,  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  my  confidentm 
knowledge  of  the  secrets  of  government. 

I  am  aware,  that,  notwithstanding  all  I  have  represented, 
my  statement  would  still  be  deficient,  if  I  were  to  pass  over  in 
silence  a  charge,  which  if  not  crediteH  or  .adopted  in  this 
house,  has  certainly,  through  the  medium  of  your  resolutions, 
made  its  way  to  almost  every  comer  of  the  kingdom  \  and  it 
must  be  within  the  knowledge  or  observation  of  every  man^ 
that  no  pains  have  been  spared,  no  means  neglected,  to  gain 
proselytes  to  the  belief  of  this  charge.  You  will  anticipate 
me,  when  I  mention  that  of  my  having  been  a  participator  in 
the  profits  which  Mr.  Trotter  is  supposed  to  have  made  from 
.  the  public  money  that  has  passed  through  his  hands. 

This  is  a  charge  which  I  had  positively  denied,  before  you 
passed  the  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  April ;  and  if  a  question  to 
this  effect  had  been  put  to  Mr.  Trotter,  in  any  shape,  since 
that  insinuation  was  made,  either  in  the  tenth  report,  or  any 
where  else,  I  have  reason  to  know,  that  he  would  have  em- 
braced the  "  opportunity  of  contradicting,  in  the  most  une- 
•*  quivocal  and  unqualified  terms,  the  malignant  invectives 
"  against  my  character,  founded  on  the  assertion,  that  I  had, 
"  directly  or  indirectly,  participated  in  any  of  the  emoluments 
•*  he  may  Jiave  derived  from  the  use  of  the  money  imprest  for 
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<'  navs^l  services  and  oitnisted  to  his  charge,  and  that  I  never 
**  was,  at  any  moment  when  he  served  under  me,  in  the  know-  - 
*'  ledge  either  of  the  naturf,  extent,  or  application  of  those  emo- 
•*  luments." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  whether,  notwithstanding  such 
direct  and  solemn  assertions  made  by  those  who  alone  can  be 
informed  of  the  truth,  this  calumny  is  still  to  be  believed  and 
circulated.  But  there  is  one  fact  in  refutation  of  it,  which 
cannot  fail  to  carry  full  conviction  to  the  mind  of  every  man, 
if  that  upon  which  it  rests  is  not  disbelieved  or  disproved.  I 
allude  to  the  circumstance  of  which  (in  the  midst  of  the 
loudest  clamours  against  me)  a  denial  has  never  been  attempt- 
ed, that  every  sum  advanced  to  me  by  Mr.  Trotter,  in  any 
shape,  or  on  any  account,  has  been  repaid  to  the  uttermost  far^ 
thing,  and  that  I  am  not  indebted  upon  the  treasurcrship  in 
question  in  one  single  mite,  cither  to  him  or  to  the  public. 

Is  this  reconcileablc  with  the  idea  of  participation  ?  The 
term  supposes,  receipts,  arising  out  of  a  joint  concern,  upon 
which  profits  have  arisen  and  are  divided,  and  of  course  ex- 
cludes the  supposition  of  any  restitution  j  and.  I  should  trust, 
that  thi?,  observation  must  for  ever  silence  those  who  have 
been  the  most  active  in  the  propagation  of  this  aspersion. 

^Iot  only  m  the  resolutions  i^n  which  I  have  beai  ob- 
servings  but  in  other  modes  and  in  other  places,  my  connect 
tion  with  Mr.  Trotter,  as  my  private  agent,  has  been  so  often 
alluded  to,  and  its  having  been  insinuated  for  the  most  male- 
volent purposes,  that  my  connection  with  him  was  so  indmatc, 
as  to  procure  for  him  a  communication  of  the  confidential 
transactions  of  government,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  fo- 
reign to  the  purpose  of  my  attendance  in  this  house,  if  I  de- 
tain gentlemen  a  few  minutes  on  this  subject. 
7  When  I  came  into  the  navy  pay  ofiice  I  found  him  there, 
haying  been  introduced  to  it,  as  1  understand,  in  consequence 
of 'his  relationship  to  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and  Mr. 
Counts.  He  was,  from  these  connections,  countenanced  by 
Mr.  Douglas,  the  paymaster,  and  occasionally  with  me  m  the 
course  of  official  business.  But  he  attracted  my  particular 
notice,  by  his  zeal  in  pointing  out  to  me  the  many  means  that 
were  used  to  deprive  the  stamen  and  their  families  of  the  full 
amount  of  what  they  were  justly  entitled  to.  He  was  encou- 
raged by  me  to  prosecute  those  inquiries,  and  I  was  indebted 
to  him  for  many  of  those  suggestions^  which  enabled  me, 
during  the  time  I  was  treasurer  of  the  navy,  to  propose  to 
parliament,  and  place  upon  the  statute  book,  that  system  of 
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regulations  and  arrangement,  which  has  since  given  complete 
security,  comfort,  and  protection,  to  every  person,  of  every 
rank  in  the  military  service  of  the  navy,  and  after  their  deaths* 
has  extended  the  same  benefits  to  their  widows  and  children. 
These  circumstances  naturally  increased  my  favourable  dis- 
positions towards  Mr*  Trotter,  and  I  selected  him  for  the  of- 
fice of  paymaster  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Douglas.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  he  Was  in  the  receipt  of  my  salary,  and  being 
constantly,  from  his  situation,  near  me,  >e  became  naturalij 
the  channel,  through  which  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  conduct 
many  inferior  transactions  relating  to  my  private  afiairs. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  power  of  attorney,  by 
which,  as  treasurer  of  the  navy,  I  authorized  Mr.  Trotter  to 
draw  the  money  from  the  bank  of  England  : 

«•  Know  all  men  by  these  presents.  That  I,  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy,  as  well  within 
Great  Britain  as  without,  have  nominated,  constituted,  and 
appointed,  Alexander  Trotter,  esq.  my  paymaster,  hereby 
giving  and  granting  to  him  full  power  and  authority  to  draw 
on  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England^  for 
and  upon  my  accotnt,  as  treasurer-  of  his  majesty'/^ navy,  alt 
and  every  sum  and  sums  of  money  that  now  are,  and  shall 
hiq^eafter  be  wanted  for  the  public  services^  under  my  care  of 
payment,  he  being  particularly  careful  to  specify  in  each  and  everf 
drerfi  the  service  for  which  the  money  is  drawn." 

Duch  is  the  short  history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  Mr. 
Trotter's  connection  with  me  in  business,  eitncr  public  or  pri- 
vate I  and  whatever  cloud  may  now  hang  over  him,  and  how- 
ever some  parts  of  his  conduct  may  have  recently  brought 
upon  me  much  disquietude  and  anxiety,  I. shall  never  retuse 
to  him  the  justice  of  acknowledging,  that,  tender  his  manage- 
ment, the  pay  office  of  the  navy  was  condufcted,  for  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  without  one  payment  being  a  moment  de- 
layed at  the  treasurer's  office,  and  an  account  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  millions  sterling  has  been  closed^ 
without  the  loss  of  one  farthing  having  arisen  to  the  public 
during  the  whole  of  that  period. 

^  I  now  proceed  to  the  fourteenth  resolution,  which  is  in  the 
"following  yrords : — "  That  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount 
^*  Melville,,  having  been  privy  to,  and  having  connived  at  the 
**  withdrawing  from  the  bank  of  England,  for  the  purpose,  as 
•*  stated  by  Lord  Melville,  of  private  emolument  to  Mr. 
**  Trotter,  sums  issued  to  Lord  Melville  as  treasurer  of  the 
<'  navyj  and  placed  to  his  account  in  the  bank,  according  to 
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**  the  provisions  of  the  25th  Geo.  III.  cap.  31,  has  been  guilty 
**  of  a  gross  violation  of  the  law,  and  a  high  breach  of  duty/' 

Before  examining  the  justice  of  the  conclusion  drawn  in  the 
end  of  this  resolution^  it  is  essential  to  understand  the  fact  on 
which  it  is  grounded,  and  which  I  am  certain  is  altogether 
misunderstood.  It  is  assumed,  and  my  own  authority  quoted 
for  it,  that  I  was  privy  to  the  nvithdraiving  from  the  bank  of  Eng^ 
land  J  for  the  purpose  of  private  emolument  to  Mr.  Trotter^  sums 
issued  to  me  as  treasurer  of  the  navy.  If  by  these  words  it  is 
meant  to  convey,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  any  power  or  autho- 
rity from  me,  to  draw  sums  indiscriminately  from  the  bank  for 
his  own  use  or  emolument,  I  deny  that  I  was  privy  to  any 
such  transactions.  I  deny  that  I  ever  said  so,  and  I  affirm, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  justify  such  an  assertion.  Bqt  if  it  is 
meant  to  state,  that  after  the  money  was  drawn  by  assign- 
ments, under  the  authority  of  the  competent  boards,  it  was  il- 
legal to  put  it  into  the  custody  of  Mr.  Coutts,  instead  of 
putting  it  in  the  iron  chest,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  respective 
sub-accountants,  I  am  yet,  after  all  I  have  heard,  to  learn,  that 
in  doing  so,  the  act  of  parliament  was  violated. 

That  an  indiscriminate  power  of  drawing  from  the  bank 
was  given  by  me  to  Mr.  Trotter,  I  conceive,  cannot  be  alleged 
by  any  person  who  attends  to  the  real  import  of  my  evi- 
dence. 

The  first  question  put  to  me  on  this  subject,  by  the  com- 
missioners of  naval  inquiry,  was  in  the  following  words : — 
**  Did  you  authorize  the  paymaster,  in  or  about  the  year 
**  1786,  to  draw  the  money  applicable  to  naval  services,  from 
**  the  bank,  and  lodge  it  in  the  hands  of  a  private  banker  ?*' 

My  answer  was : — "  I  cannot  precisely  fix  the  time ;  but  I 
••  am  certain  that  I  did  permit  Mr.  Trotter  to  lodge  any 
^  money  drawn  from  the  bank,  for  public  purposes^  in  his  pri- 
'^  vate  banker's  hands,  during  the  period  it  was  not  demanded  to 
^  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  drawn  J^ 

The  plain  import  of  this  answer  is,  that  when  the  money 
was  legally,  and  in  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament,  drawn 
from  the  bank,  I  permitted  Mr.  Trotter  to  lodge  such  ba- 
lance of  the  money  assigned,  as  was  not  called  for  by  the  per- 
son or  persons  entitled  to  receive  it.  But  there  is  not  a  sylla- 
ble in  the  answer,  to  import  that  I  gave  Mr.  Trotter  authority 
to  draw  from  the  bank^  for  his  own  private  enfiolument,  any 
sum  that  h^d  not  been  assigned  or  drawn  in  terms  of  t^e  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  parliamdnt. 

1  his  proposition^  which  I  aver  to  be  the  meaning  of  my 
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answer,  is  made  still  mor^  clear  m  an  after  part  of  my  evi- 
dence. The  <ommissioners  put  a  question  to  me  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  As  the  money  applicable  to  naval  services 
•*  was  directed  to  be  lodged  in  the  bank,  by  the  act  of  25  Geo. 
*<  III,  cap.  31,  and  not  to  he  drawn  from  thence  nvithout  specifying 
**  the  services  for  ivhich  it  is  drawn  ^  by  what  authority  did  you 
**  give  permission  to  the  paymaster  of  the  navy  to  draw  the 
*'  money  out  of  the  bank,  and  lodge  it  in  the  hands  of  private 
«  bankers  r 

From  the  terms  of  this  question  it  struck  me,  that  the  com- 
missioners were  proceeding  on  the  same  mistake  as  that  which 
seems  to  be  countenanced  by  the  general  words  made,  use  of 
in  the  fourteenth  resolution  ;  I  therefore  immediately  rectified 
their  error  by  my  answer,  which  is  in  the  following  words  : 
••  I  take  it  for  granted,  it  always  was  drawn  under  the  heads 
•^  of  service  pointed  out  in  the  act  of  parliament  y  and  when  I 
•*  talk  of  permission,  I  mean  it  under  the  explanation  contained  in 
**  amiver  to  a  former  question,  in  which  I  suppose  the  money  drawn 
^*  under  competent  authority** 

From  this  plain  statement  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  repeat 
the  assertion  I  have  already  made,  that  this  resolution^  adopt* 
ing  the  general  terms 'it  has  done,  assumes  and  proceeds  on  a 
fact  not  warranted,  either  by  the  truth  of  the  case,  or  by  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  teritfh  report  of  the  commissipaers  of 
naval  inquiry  ;  and  I  must  here  be  permitted  to  add,  that  thft- 
assumption  in  the  fourteenth  resolution,  of  the  fact  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  came  upon  me  with  the  more  surprise,  as.  In. 
the  report  of  the  commissioners,  they  have  distinctly  stated 
the  import  of  my  evidence  to  be  what  I  have  now  explained. 
The  passage  to  which  I  allude  is  in  page  142  of  the  tenth  re- 
port, and  in  the  following  words  :  "  Lord  Melvillq  states,  that 
•*  he  certainly  did  permit  Mr,  Trotter  to  lodge  any  mone^ 
**  drawn  from  the  bank,  for  the  public  purposes, :  in ^'hispri-' 
*•  vate  banker's  hands,  during  the  period  that  it  wtU'tiot^e- 
«*  manded  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  drawn  f  \m»tic  Sf 
**  to  be  inferred  from  his  evidence,  that  he  intended  lUr. 
•*  Trotter  to  draw  upon  the  bank  for  the  amount  only  of  the 
*^  assignments  made  on  him  by  the  different  boards  (an  ac- 
'^  count  of  which  is  furnished  to  him  daily),  and  that  the  ba* 
**  lance  of  such  sum,  till  demanded,  should  alone  be  lodged  by 
*«  Mr.  Trotter  in  the  hands  of  his  private  bankers." 

Having  thus  afcertained  the  fa^  as  it  truly  (lands,  the 
next  conhderation  is,  what  is  the  aA  of  parliament,  which, 
according  to  this  ftate  of  the  fa6t,  the  refolution  affirms  to 

be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


176  THB  PARIJAMENTABLT  REGISTEIL  [Couu^mu^ 

he  violated  ?  I  coatend,  that  there  is  not  one  claufe  of  the 
aft'  prohibitory  of  the  permiflion  to  lodge  afligned  money 
in  tne  hands  of  a  private  banker,  till  the  money  fo  aifigned 
is  applied  for  by  the  perfon  entitled  to  it.  I  hope  I  ftate 
my  proportion  diflindly,  and  defire  it  to  be  adverted  to» 
that  the  point  I  at  prefent  difcufs  is  altogether  unconne&ed 
with  the  queftion,  what  ufe  was  made  of  the  money  when 
fo  lodged  ?  That  is  a  feparate  queftion,  and  they  ought  not 
to  be  blended  together.  I  am  now,  in  this  part  of  the 
difcuffion,  examining  the  truth  or  falfehood  ot  a  propofi- 
lion,  whether  there  is  any  thing  in  the  aft  of  parliament  to 
prohibit  loddng  the  balance  of  affigned  money,  till  called 
for,  in  a  private  banker^s  hand.  Suppofe  the  cafe,  that 
inftead  ot  lodging  tlie  money  of  the  defcription  I  have 
ftated  in  a  private  banker^s  hands,  the  praftice  had  been  to 
open  a  (eparate  account  in  the  bank  of  England,  for  the  . 
depofit  of  fuch  affigned  money,  till  called  for:  I  would  aik» 
whether  this  would  be  a  violation  of  the  aft  of  parliament  ? 
Nobody  would  have  contended,  that  in  fuch  an  arrangement, 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  would  have  violated,  eiiher  the 
letter  or  fptrit  of  the  aft  in  any  one  rclpeft,  or  tliat  be 
would  have  met  with  the  fmatleft  blame  from  any  quarter  in 
exercifing  that  dircretion>  whereby  he  woul<i  be  enabled  to 
draw  out  the  affined  money  from  the  feparate  account, 
without  having  recourlp  to  the  general  account  raifed  in  his 
name,  in  terms  of  the  provifions  of  the  aft  of  parliament. 
And  yet,  if  the  proportion  is  true,  that  no  draft  could  be 
made,  except  on  the  general  account  raifed  at  the  bank  in 
the  name  of  the  treafurer^  the  violation  would  equally 
cxifV,  in  the  fuppofed  as  in  the  real  cafe. 

The  error  of  the  oppofite  argument  confifts  in  fuppofing, 
that  the  objeft  of  the  aft  of  1785  went  to  an  extent  in  its 
proviiio'ns,  beyond  what  was  ever  in  the  view  of  thofe  who 
propofed  it,  or  of  the  legiflature  which  palfed  it.  It  was 
not  a  law  intended  to  embrace  all  Uie  regulations,  which  it 
might  be  expedient,  either  by  legiflative  provifions,  or  by 
official  arrangements,  to  e(labli(h,  for  the  condu&  of  that 
great  machine,  which  has  now  become  neceflary  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  naval  fervicc.  The  fingle  objeA 
which  the  aft  had  in  view,  was  to  convert, th|e.  treafurer's 
account  from  a  perfonal  to  an  official  account,  and  there- 
by to  obviate  an  abufe  which  had  been  lo  much  com*- 
plained  of,  whereby  ex-treafurers  of  the  navy  had  large 
balances  in  their  bands,  and  remained  great  public  account* 
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antSy  many  years  after  they  were  out',  of  office*  To  this 
objeA  its  proviiions  are  coiriplete,  and  have  been  accurately 
complied  with ;  but,  if  you  expeft  to  find  in  tliat  a£t  fuch  a 
digeft  of  regulations,  as  to  exclude,  in  the  management  of 
the  office,  the  difcretion  of  the  treafurer  as  to  many  parts  of 
his  duty,  you  will  fearch  in  vain.  Even  that  arrangenient» 
which  has  of  late  been  fo  much  the  fubjeA  of  difcuffiun, 
I  mean  the  eftablilhment  of  a  fixed  falary  to  the  treafurer, 
in  place  of  his  former  emoluments  from  the  ufe  of  the 
balance  in  his  hands,  is  not  provided  for  or  regulated  by 
this  aft  of  parliament.  That  was  done  by  the  terms  of  his 
patent,  fevcral  years  before  the  aft  of  parliament  exifted. 

The  obfervation  I  have  juft  made  will  appear  the  more 
forcible,  if  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  of  referring  to 
the  ad  which  pafled  in  1183,  for  regulating  the  office  of 
the  pay mafter  general  of  his  majefty's  land  forces.  It  repeals 
an  aQ  which  had  been  pailed  on  that  {ubje£l  in  the  precede 
log  feffion,  and  enacts  a  new  code  and  fyftem  of  regulation9* 
amounting  to  no  lefs  than  thirty-nine  ciaufes,  and  embracing 
minutely  every  circumftance  connected  with  the  bufinefs  of 
that  office.  Is  there  any  fuch  (^ftem  of  regulation  con- 
tained in  the  aft  now  under  cbniideration  ?  Certainly  not. 
It  is  a  (hort  aft,  of  twelve  ciaufes,  confined  to  the  only 
iomicdiate  objeft  at  that  time  in  view,  viz.  what  I  have 
already  exjprefled,  the  converting  the  treafurer's  account 
From  zper/onal  io  an  official  one ;  but  not  regulating,  or  pro« 
feffing  to  regulate,  the  whole  conduft  of  tliat  depart* 
ment. 

Not  adverting  to  what  Lhave  juft  obferved,  I  cannot  help 
conceiving  that  gentlemen  miflead  themfelves,  by  affimils^ 
ting  the  navy  pay  office,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  army  pay 
office,  and  fuppofing  that,  in  all  refpefts,  the  one  has  been 
regulated,  or  can  be  regulated,  by  the  principles  of  the 
jpther.  In  this  they  are  totally  miftaken.  The  navy  pay 
office  is  to  the  navy,  what  not  the  army  pay  office  alone, 
%ut  \ht  army  pay  office,  with  the  addition  of  army  SL^tnti^ 
t)f  colonels  '  of  regiments,  of  barrack-mafters,  and  other 
Abordinate  accountants,  is  to  the  army.  The  army  pay 
office  iflues  grofs  fums,  to  be  fubfequently  diftributed  by 
perfon$  holding  nofituation  in  the  office.  The  navy  pay 
office  m^kes  the  mtnute(\  individual  payments :  the  fraftion 
of'a  fingle  feaman's  yearly  pay,  or  the  quarterly  allotment 
of  a  feaman's  wife.  It  may  be  practicable  to  aiakeall  army 
\  Vol.  in.  1805.  A  a  payments 
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i^aym^nts  by  fpecific  drafts  to  individtiafe ;  but  it  is  iiDpoi&» 
Die,  with  regard  to  the  navy  payments,  many  of  which  arc 
for  fuch  fmall  fums.  I  hare  been  informedi  that  in  twenty* 
fix  davs  pf  the  month  of  January  laft,  the  payments  amount- 
'  ed  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  two  in  number ;  of  which 
no  lefs  than  three  tbbufand  twd  hundred  and  feventy-cigbt 
were  of  funis  under  twenty  pounds ;  and  one  thouiand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  in  fums  from  one  pound  eight 
fhillings  to  ten  (hillings  and  fixpeoce.  Again,  as  to  wages» 
there  were  recently,  if  lam  accurately  informed,  not  lefs  Chan 
fix  thoafand  eight  hundred  (hips'  books  open  in  the  pay 
room  of  the  office,  upon 'any  one  of  whicu,  atany  bour,  a 
tall  might  be  made  for  the  wages  of  any  feaman  wiib  might 
happen  not  to  have  been  prefent  at  the  paymeat  at  the  out« 
port,  for  the  money  due  to  him  for  four  orfivc^ears,  or  as 
many  months  fervicc. 

No  perfon  will  contend,  that  in  the  cafes  referred  to,'  it 
is  poilible  to  carry  on  the  bulinefs  of  the  departaaent  hy 
fpecific  drafts,  in  fiavdiir  of  the  refpe£live  individuals,  and  I 
underhand  the  impofliblity  has  been  diftindly  admitted. 
But  is  it  poifible,  conliftently  with  this  admiffion^  not  further 
to  adroit,  that  it  could  aotb^ve  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  a£t  of  parliament,  by  minute  proriiions,  to  regulate  ike 
whole  condud  of  the  office,  or  to  alter  the  whole  former 
practice,  by  a  few  provifions,  direAed  to  the  finglc  objeA  of 
altering  the  nature  of  the  treafurer*s  account  ?  If  fuch  bad 
been  the  view  of  thofe  who  propofed  this  aA,  is  it  poiTible  that 
fome  claufe  or  claufes  would  not  have  been  Introduced,  tp 
explain  thatthie  general'eXpreffion  of  drafts  did  not  mean 
to  imply  fpecific  drafts,  in  payment  of  individuals,  of  fuch 
fums  as  thofe  which  I  have  juft  referred  to?  This  fub* 
jtR  was  left,  Us  it  formerly  had  been»  to  the  difcredon  and 
official  arrangement  of  the  treafurer,  on  fuch  principles  ut 
might  be  mod  expedient  and  praAicable  for  oondufiing 
the  bufinefs  of  the  office.  It  is  fufficient,  for  the  porpoie 
of  my  prefent  argument,  to  contend,  that  the  expreffion  of 
drafts,  m  the  language  of  the  a£t  of  parliament,,  neither  did 
nor  could  mean,  fpecific  drafts,  in  the  name*  of  each  iodi^* 
vidual  entitled  to  receive  the  fura  drawn  for.       ,  a 

In  like  manner  I  contend,  that  an  authdiitv<deriv[ed  from 
any  of  thie  competent  boards,  in  the  fhijf^eiofxine/br  more 
aiiignments  upon  the  treafurer,  did  not  rmdcr  it  neeeflary 
in  the  payment  of  fuch  affignments,  that  it  fliould  be  done 
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by  fp'ecific  drafts,  in  favour  of  the  perfori  entitled  to  receive 
it.  In  the  found  conftruAion  of  Uie  aft  of  parliamcot,  the 
fums  authoriled  by  the  affignme^U  were  /air^y  and  legally 
drawn»  fronpi  the  moment  the  nffig^unqnts  wei;e  tUiade,  nor 
did  it  make  any  difference  in  tl^. -execi^ion  of  the  aft» 
whether  the  Aims  afiigned  were  drawn  from  the  bank  in 
One  draft  or  in  ten  drafts.  Put  the^afc>  th^  ten«  or  any 
given  nuad>er  of  the  holders  of  a^gnmenls*  tiad  intimated 
a  wifh  to  receive  their  payment  at  the  office,  or  at  Meflrs. 
Coutts's,  00  a  paiticutar  day ;  it  furely  could  not  be  main* 
tained,  that  the  paymafter  of  the  navy  was  debarred  from 
gratifying  them  an  that  wiHi,  or  that  he  was  guilty  of  an 
illegality,  if  he  made  the  payment  agreeably  to  the  mode 
fijggeftol  by  tbemfelves. 

It.  becomes  itilt  more  difficult  to  believe,*  that  any  fuch 
alteration  was  intended  by  the  aA,  when  it  is  recoUe^edt 
that  the  flibjeA  was  brought  diftin£tly  under  the  view  of 
thofe  who  palled  the  a£k  in  queftion  ;  and  yet  no  fuch  pro* 
bibition,  as  now  fuppofed,  was  either  dire£tly  or  indiredly 
inferred  in  the  a^.  it  has  been  repeatedly  ftated,  and  it  is 
true,  that  the  aA  of  parliament  originated  in  the  report  of 
the  commiflioners  in  1782.  Thefe  commilfioners,  fpeaking 
of  the  difference  between  the  treafurer's  flatement  of  the 
balance  in  l\is  hands  on  a  given  day,  and  that  of  the  navy 
board,  fay :  *«  This  diffisrence  lies  in  the  cafliicr's  and  vic- 
**  taaliing  branches,  and  arifes  from  the  following  caule. 
*•  When  the  boards  aiQgn  bills  upon  the  treafurer  for  pav- 
'*  ment,  they  immediately  give  him  credit  for  thofe  hills  in 
^*'«his  account  kept  at  their  offices ;  but  the  treafurer  does 
**  not  himfelf  take  credit  for  any  bills  in  his  own  account 
^*  tai  he  aftually  pays  them.  The  perfons  who  receive 
^  thefe  bills  do  not  always  immediately  prefent  them  to 
.**  the  treafurer  for  payment,  but  frequently  keep  thcin  in 
**  their  pofleHion  for  a  confiderable  time.  The  treafurer's 
*<  baiande  nluft.  therefore  exceed  the  navy  balance,  as 
*^  much  as  the  fum  of  the  bills  affigned  upon  him  for  pay* 
*'  mt^nt  exceeds  the  fum  of  the  bills  adually  paid  by  him. 
**  We  conceive  this  excefs  is  not-  money  for  which  the 
**  treafurer  is  accountable  to  the  public,  but  belongs  to  the 
'<  propiiefonir of  thofe  bills,  and  remains. in  his  handst  at 
**  theirriikiouiitsl'they  apply  to  him  for  payment," 

In  thefe  w^ords»  the  exiftence,  nature,  and  confequences 
of  the  aflignments  not  called  for,  are  diftinftly  and  accu- 
rately pointed  out;  and  is  it  poilibile  to  conceive^  that  if 
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tbisi'aA  of  ptrliameiit  had  oaeant  to  make  any  provifioa 
rnffcAitkg  thefe  affignmentSy  it  would  not  have  been  done» 
10  tocat  iocli  plain  and  pMciic  nuoner»  as  to  exclude  all 
doubt  itpan  the  fjM/^Ai  It  would  nqt  have  been  left  to 
doubtful  impHcation  or  .conftru^tion  of  the  a£l,  which  has 
already^  in  the  cafe  of  fmall  payments,  been  clearly  proved^ 
not  to  mean  generally  ifpec!tic  drafts  to  individuois,  as  con* 
tended  fot.  in  that  conftvuftion.  of  the  a£l  which  1  have 
endeavoured*  to  refute.  U  will  be  clearly  underftood,  that 
.  in  the  argument  I  have  Hated*  I  only  contend  that  the  aft 
of  parliament  had  not  this  point  in  contemplation,  an4 
therefore  it  is  iinwarraotabie  to  argue,  or  to  refoive,  that  it 
has  been  violated,  by  any  pruAice  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  navy  pay  office  during  my  treafurevfhip* 

Before  quitting  this  iubjcA,  I  muft  not  omit  to  obfenre, 
that  the  pra£lice  of  lodging  naval  money  in  the  hands  of 
Mefli^s.  Coutts  continued  for  two  years  after  I  was  out  of 
office,  and  that  it  w^s  altered  ultimately  by  Mr.  Bathurftr 
not  on  a  clear  <ificir(on  formed  by  him  of  its  illegality,  but 
becaufe  he  thought  it  expedient ;  and  the  doubts  entertained 
by  Lord  Harrowby^  during  bis  treafureribip,  arofe  from 
conceiving)  that  the  pradice  was  inconfiftent  with-  the 
fpirit,  if  not  with  the  letter  of  the  law.  I  do  not  mean  to 
infinuate,  that  they  were  aware  of  the  money  being  again 
withdrawn  from  Meflis^Coutts,  for  the  purpofe  of  private 
emolument  to  the  paymaftcf.  My  obfervation  only  goes 
to  the  point  of  ftating,  that  the  abftraA  propofition  of  the 
illegality  of  the  pra&ice  of  lodging  afligned  money  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  banker  had  not  occurred  to  thofe  able 
men,  in  the  flrong  light  it  has  been  refolved  with  regard  to 
me,  otherwife  the  continuance  of  it  would  pot  h^ve  been  to* 
lerated  for  two  years  after  the  treafurerfliip  of  the  nav^ 
had  palled  into,  their  ban^s. 

And  this  leads  me  to  another  topic,  to  which  I  feel 
myfelf  warranted  to  fummon  the  attention  of  the  heofe* 
under,  the  circumftances  in  which  I  am  placed.  I  have 
given  my  reafons  in  detail,  why  I  contend  that.the  a£t  of 
parliament  has  not  been  violated  in  any  fhape  ;  but  I  fubmit 
It  to  your  juitice  to  coafider,  how  far  I  ana,  for.theobjeA 
of  my  prefent  attendance,  under  the  Qeceffityr»pfi  arguing 
my  propofi^ioa  to  the  full  extent  I  hay^e  A^tfid^  A  law 
may  be  violated  without  being  gro/sfy  violated,  and  a  breach 
of  duty  may  be  committed  without  warranting  the  appella<p 
tion  of  a  higi  breach  of  duty « My  arguments  m^y  li^ve  failed 
>  •    .  .  io 
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m  convincinje:  you^  that  my  conftmAi<Mi  ef  the  stSt  fs^tbe 
true  one,  and  you  may  remain  of  opinion,  tbot  its  pro* 
▼iHons  extended  to  ofoje£b,  which  I  contend  were  never 
whfain  its  cotitemplatton.  I  can 'only  ftyv  tiiat  my  judg* 
Bient  continues  unaltered,  and  that  i  neveiribadevcB^onceiTed 
the  doubt  at  t4)  the  meaning  of  the  b&\  till,  the  period  of 
the^ate  diicuffions,  from  which  I  am  cectaiQlf  bound  to 
doubt  my  own  opinion,  when  it  diffei^  from  oth^s  whoie 
taknts  I  ilncerely  refpeA;  but  I  cannot  carry  my  ac^uief^ 
cence  fo  far  as  to  admit,  that  an  error  of  judgment,  refting 
upon  the  grounds  I  have  ftated,  ought  to  have  fubjeAed  me 
to  iuch  criminating  refoiutions,  as  tbofe  which  this  houfe 
recorded  on  the  8th  of  April  la&. 

Having  endeavoured,  as  clearly  as  I  can,  to  explain  to  the 
houfe  th^  grounds  on  which  I  contend  that  no  illegality  is 
imputable  to'  me,  on  the  fubje£t  of  drawing  from  the  bank 
the  fums  affigned  by  the  competent  boards,  you  will  imme- 
diately perceive  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  benefit  which 
I  conceived  the  paymafter  might  derive*  from  lodcin?  the 
money,  thus  drawn  from  the  bank,  in  the  hands  of  Mefirs^ 
Coutts.  I  liave  already  adverted  to  the  tranfajtions  referred 
to  in  the  twelfth  refoiution,  and  denied  the  ifnputatioa 
contained  in  that  refoiution,  of  my  being  pvivyto  thofe 
tiwiniaAions.  My  impreilion,  with  regard  to  any  benefit  the 
paymafter  might  derive  from  the  money  lodged  in-Meflrs. 
Coutts's  hands^  was  Amply  this.  I  conceived  it  to  arife  from 
an  underflanding  between  him  and  the  partners  of  thatiioufe, 
as  to  tlie  advantage  they  might  refpeflively  derivb  from  the 
ctifiomary  ufe  of  money  while  -in  their  hands,  and  fuch  aa 
atrangement  between  them,  I  know,' could  not  prevent  the 
psymafier  from  dvawii^,  at  any  moment,  fiom:  MeiTrs. 
Cotttts's  houfei  ahy  fum  rbquifite  for  the  dkrchar§:e.  of  any 
claim  to  which  tliat  depofit  money  was  liable.-^l  beg.  not 
to  be  nndejrAdod  as  ftatifig,  that  I  entertained  this  idea  fioiu 
aay  aAuat  idformaticn^  I  had  on  the  fubjeA  ;  but.  (he  im.- 
prefion* naturally  arofe  in  my  mind,  from  knowing  fuch  to 
ke  the  praiflice  uoiverfal  in  hmilar  cafes»  not  only  with  the 
public  banks,  but  all  banking  houfes  in  another  part  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  it  is  only  within  tbefe  three  montlis,  that  ][ 
have  betd^m^d^^ware  of  the  miftake,  by  Uie  peru&l  of  a 
mpemoranduQlt^iJ^rrtcen  by  Mr.  Coutts,- the  priooipiMl  partner 
of  thathoUf<g^.'^^ 

This  is  a  precife  ftate  of  tlie  cafe  and  of  tb^  impreffions 
I  hod  of  iu.  and  when  i  dU  not  interpofe^  t^  prevent  the 

paymafter'^ 
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payrftailer's  enjoying  fitch  eino)umeiit8»  I  did  aot  conceive 
fwyfeif  to  be  infringing  any  a£t  of  parliament,  nordid  I  feel 
^hit  !•  was  incurring)  eittior  for  the  public. or  myfetfj  the 
fmalieft  degree  of  rifle,  Of^xpoiing  the  bufincis  of  the 
office  to  any  inconvenience  whatever. — I  beg. leave  fur- 
ther <o  remaijc^  that  altb/dugh  I  never  held. out  tbisipecies 
vf  iidvantage  as  an  eftabliflKd  emolument  of.  the  omce  of 
paymafter,  ot  one  which  1  mighi.not  have  put  an  end  to  at 
-any  moment  I  foond*  it  expedient  to  do  fo,  I  certainly  never 
felt  it  to  be  a  ctandeftitie  or  myflerious  arrangenient. 

Of  this  I  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof,  than  by  referring  to 
a  fact  mentioned  in  the  tenth  report  of  the  oommissioners  of 
naval  inquiry.    I  mean  the  sug^e^tion  made  by  fermer  .com* 
xnissioners,   in  the  year  1786,  m  which  they,  recom^iend  an 
augmentation  of  the  paymaster's  salary  from  500I.  to  8oq1»  per 
annum.    But  although,  from  the  increase  of  business  which 
the  difierent  acts  of  parliametit  had  imposed  uppn  the  clerks 
and  other  officers  of  the  navy  pay  office,  I  had  been  obliged 
to  revise  the  establishments^  and  recommend  to  his  majesty  in 
council  to  make  very  considerable  additions  to  their  salaries, 
I  did  not  recommend,  that  any  such  should  Jl^  made  to  the 
paymaster,  under  the  impression  that,  in  the  manner  I  have 
stated  he  must  derive  advtnt^es,  which  rendered  it  unneces- 
sary to  burthen  the  establishment  with  an  additional  salary  to 
him.    In  fact,  no  such  addition  was  made  till  the  year  1800, 
a  short  time  before  my  leaving  the  offio^,  when  a  still  further 
'increase  of  business  having  been  thrown  upon  the  persons  do* 
ing  the  duty  of  the  navy  pay  office,  in  consequence  of  the 
adoption  of  many  new  and  beneficial  regulations,  which  since 
the  former  period  had  been  addeH,  it  became  necessary  again 
to  revise  the  establishment,  and  attend  to  their  earnest  repre* 
sentation  for  an  augmentation  of  their  allowances.     Tken, 
for  the  firsr  time,  was  the  augmeotadoi>  to  the  paymaster^« 
salary  adbpted,  which  had  been  recommended  by  the  com«- 
missioners;  and  it  was  done  upon  the  ground  of  several  others, 
in  siruations  inferior  to  the. paymaster,  having  been  raised  to 
about  600I.    The  augmentation  then  made  was  pot  felt  to  bp 
^  adequate  to  the  labour,  importance,  and  jresponsibility  of  the 
^  office;  but.it  was  purposely  kept  down,  on  Uieundqrstanding, 
*  undoubtedly  entertained  by  others  as  w^lj^j  jtfi^bf . ^m^^i  that 
the  paymaster  enjoyed  those  advantsig^- $|h  ^ifhi](  luve  al* 
-lud^d.  I.    ^^   ^   '..     /  ' 

J  d<>  not  rest  upon  these  ^irciSmstancesj  in  the  vjcw  of  jus* 
^lif)mg  the  regularity  of  a  praaice  whicl^.  may^  on  other 
\^  '   ••  grounds^ 
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grounds,  hsivb  beto  since  found  toTbe  either  unproperor  jfw 
Tegular ;  but,  certainly,  I  am'  entitled  to  found  upon  theoH 
as  the  strongest  proof  that  I  meant  no  concealment*  in  thm 
transaction,  and  that  I  felt  no  consciottsncto  of  .wrong  in  what 
I  had  do^e^  •  .     .  t  • 

With  the  'permission  of  the  house,  'I'  nmst,*  for  a  few 
moments,  recall  their  attention  to  a  subject,  to  which  I 
liave  hitherto  only  slightly  alluded.  I  ircfcr  to  the  insinuations 
thrown  out,  that  my  authorizing  or  <!onniTing  at  the  lodging 
of  the  naval  money  in' the  house  of  Messrs.  Ccnitts,  could  only 
proceed  from  an  intention  df  its  being  aj^iropriated  to  fhepur* 
pose^  of  private  emolument. 

Pi-cvioudy  to  the  year  1786,  the  navy  pay  oflfce  was  si- 
tuated in  the*  dtyj  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  bank,  and  it 
was  in  consequence  of  its  removal  to  Somerset-place,  that  the 
suggestion  was  made  to  me  of  the  convenience  of  putting  the 
money,  when  drit^  from  the  bankyin  the  hands  of  a  respeo* 
table  house  in  the  neighbouriiood  of  Somerset-^lace.  The 
reasons  given  at  the  time  certainly  did  satisfy  me^  and  after 
the  lliaturest  consideration  I  can  give  to  the  subject,  I  am  not 
yet  convinced,  that  my  opinion  was .  erroneous**  It  would 
serve  no  good  purpose,  at  present,  to  enter  upon  aTdiseussion 
of  that  subject ;  but  if  ever  there-should  be  occa^on  to  do  so, 
I  think,  I  can  prove,  that  both  the  convenience  and  the  secu- 
rity of  the  public  would  be'  better  consuhed,  by  the  accounts 
of  the  sub-accountants  bein^  ]^aced  in  a  situation  liable  to  the 
daily  inspection  and  exammation  of  the  paymaster,  than  by 
liaving  th^m  raised  in  their  separate  names,  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  means  of  such  habitual  examination. 

I  know  that,  ftbtd  the  nature  of  the  business,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  so  much  of  it  being  done  at  the  outports,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  procure  perfect  safety,  either  to  the  public  or  to  the 
treasurer,  by  any  cbnstant  and  daily  inspection  of  the  paymas- 
ter ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  recourse  should  not.be  h^d,  to 
that  additionai  check  wherever  it  can  bt  exercised*.  ^  The 
commisiidhers  of  naval  inquiry  are  themselves  aware,  •^f  the 
risks  that  are  tdh^  and)  therefore,  they  have  made  the  foUpwing 
fuggestion:  *■  We  were  surprised  to  learn,  that. noiftb^  the 
omters  nor  clerks  in  the  navy  pay  office,  giveany  security  for 
the  faI^fL9^Jdafebftrgeof  their  duty .,  notwithstanding  the  great 
respofasifaUii^^^  tlfeif  situations.  We  are  of  opioiony  that 
the  paymaster,  and  other  officers  and  clerks  entrusted 
with  the  public  money,  should  be  required  to  find/scciorily,  in 
proportioa  to  the  amount  of  their  salaries;  for  though  ^ch 

security 
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teconty  SMigr  nocl)e  adequate  to  the  trust  r^osed  ia  dkem^wc 
think:  k  would  operate  9iLrong\j',  in  preventing  the  misapplicaf 
tion  of  the  {Hiblic  money/' 

.  The  measure  here  suggested  would  give  a  very  small  addi- 
tional  security  to  the  public ;  but  the  suggestion  proceeds  on 
the  apprehension  that  there  is  a  risk,  and  that  being  the  case* 
I  contend  that  the  risk  is  increased,  by  the  naval  money  being 
intrusted  to  a  variety  of  persons,  whose  accounts  are  remote 
finom  inspection  and  examinatiouj  more  than  jt  would  be^  if 
those  accounts  were  subject  to  the  d^il/  examination  and  in* 
spection  of  oiie  individaa],  to  whose  accuracy  and  responsibi«> 
lity  the  treasurer  must  principally  look  for  his  own  security 
'and  that  of  the  public* 

Great  pains  appear  to  be  taken  by  the  commissioners  of 
naval  inquiry,  to  establish  that  no  inconvenience  has  ensued 
from  changing  the  former  mode  of  conducting  the  business^ 
and  having  recourse  to.  that  which  is  now  practised.  Upon 
all  that  species  of  evidence  and  observation,  it  is  sufHcient  for 
me  to  remark,  that  the  new  practice  has  been,  at  least,  of 
very  short  duration.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  answer  the  ex- 
pectations of  those  who,  I  make  no  doubt,  have,  from  the 
best  of  motives,  adopted  it ;  but,  in  my  own  vindication,  I 
frannot  refrain  from  reminding  the  house,  that  during  the  pep 
riod  of  sixteen  years,  when  I  had  the  conduct  of  the  office, 
it  was  done  without  any  inconvenience  or  complaint,  and,  let 
the  new  practice  prove,  on  experience,  to  be  as  successful  as  tt9 
most  sanguine  panegyrists  can  desire,  it  never  can  succeed 
•better,  as  to  its  effects,  than  that  which  has  been  laid  aside.t^ 
make  room  for  it* 

Having,  in  the  course  qf  my  statement,  given  to  this  house 
a  fair  and  unqualified  explanation  of  every  circumstance  con* 
si6cted  with  the  purport  of  the  resolutions  adopted  on  the  8th  of 
April  last,  I  am  perfectly  aware  it  may  naturally  suggest  itself 
Co  many  who  now  hear  me,  to  ask,  why  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  any  reserve  in  the  answers  I  gave,  when  examined 
by  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry:  This  question  hav- 
ing.been  put  to  me  by  many  of  my  private  friends,  I  can  thQ 
inore  readily  suppose  it  to  arise  in  the  minds  of  others. 

From  what  I  have  already  stated,  it  must  appear,  that  it 
has  not  been  owing  to  any  thing  like  reluctance  on  my  parts 
that  this  doubt  has  not  been  long  ago  removed  ;  and  I  will- 
ingly seize  the  first  opportunity  afforded  me  of  explanation^ 
to  premise,  that  the  real  import  of  my  examination  before  the 
comminionfrs  ha;  been  either  much  misunderstood  9r  grossly 
\^      ..  misrepresented* 
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inisrq>res€nted.  It  has  been  affirmcri,  in  broad  and  general 
terms,  that  I  refiised  to  answer  the  commissioners,  whether  t 
had  derived  profit  from  the  public  money  in  the  hands  df  the 
treasurer.  1  have  done  no  such  thing.  The  commissioners, 
in  their  letter  to  me  of  the  26th  June,  called  upon  me  to  give 
them  an  account  of  certain  particulars  in  detail,  which,  for  the 
reasons  I  assigned  in  answer,  it  was  literally  impossible  for  me  to 
do;  and  I  added,  that  even  if  I  had  the  meansof  doing  so,  I  should 
think  it  my  duty  to  withhold  the  information  required,  on 
the  grounds  I  stated,  alluding  to  sums  which  had  been  occa- 
sionally withdrawn  for  other  public  purposes,  not  naval.  Per- 
haps I  need  not  have  added  this  5  but  let  it  be  observed,  that 
at  that  time  nothing  had  occurred  to  create  in  my  mind  ^  ' 
suspicion,  that  any  communications  made  by  me  to  the  com- 
missioners were  likely  to  be  interpreted  to  ray  disadvantage.  • 

From  that  time  i  heard  no  more  from  the  commissipners 
for  a  space  of  four  months,  during  which  period,  it  now  ap- 
pears, they  had  hccome  possessed  of  all  Mr.  Trotter's  private 
accounts  \v4th  the  house  of  Messrs.  Coutts.  Upon  the  2d  of 
November  I  received  the  following  sumntons  from  the  com- 
inis:>ioners : 

0^<v  of  Naval  Inquiry, 
"  My  Lord,  Great  Geoge  Street^  2  J  Nov.  1804. 

*<  Being  desirous  of  receiving  seme  infofthation  from  yoiH: 
lordship,  relative  to  the  management  of  the  business  of  the 
pay-office  of  the  navy  during  yoew  treasurership,  we  request 
you  will  let  us  know,  what  day  in  the  next  week,  and  at^  what 
hour  it  will  be  most  convenient  for  your  lordship  to  attend  us 
for  that  purpose." 

In  consequence  of  this  summons,  I  immediately  attended 
them,  and  underwent  an  examination  by  questions,  obviously 
prepared  with  much  previous  consideration  •,  but  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed,  without  a  cnmniunication  of  one  item  of  these 
accounts  bofore  them,  and  wiriiout  an  explanation  as  to  any  one 
entry  contained  in  them,  and  without  a  conception,  on  my  part, 
that  In  that  examination  I  was  on  my  trial,  or  liable,  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  to  be  subjected  to  severe  cri;ninating  resolutions. 

Having  given  this  preliminary  explanation,  I  proceed  to 
state,  that  u^on  an  accurate  examination  of  the  terms  of  my 
evidence',  yoiijwni  perceive  how  much  it  has  been  misunder- 
stood, if  it  U  supposed  that  I  had  refused  In  generid  to  answer, 
whLther  I  hud  derived  benefit  from  the  public  money. 

At  tlie  time  o£  th.it  question  being  put  to  me,  I  had  received 
the  unexpected  information,  that  in  the  advances  Mr.  Trotter' 
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had  made  to  me»on  the  account  current  of  my  afikirs,  he  (Mr. 
,  Trotter}  had  made  those  advances)    without  discriminating 
whiKber  they  were  made  from  private  funds,  or  from  the 
puUic  balances  in  his  hands.  With  the  knowledge  I  possessed^ 
irom  th^  ijp^ormation  thus  given  me  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  hlendpd  his  account,  I  was  induced  to  adopt  a  degree 
of  rescr Vie,  beyond  what  perhaps  the  occ^ion  called  for ;  and 
upon   a  review  of  all  circumstances  now  before  me,  I  am 
Satisfied,  that  I  mi^t  then  have  as  directly  and  as  confidently 
.  smswered  the  question  in  the  negative,  as  I  can  now ;  consci- 
ous as  I  then  was,  and  as  I  now  am,  that  at  no  time  did  I  act, 
or  authorize  any  other  person  to  act,  in  contravention  of  the 
patent  under  which  I  held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy* 

The  details  I  have  this  day  given  to  you  must  satisfy 
every  man,  tLat  I  could  have  no  motive,  and  that  it  was 
even  contrary  to  my  interest,  to  exercise  any  reserve  on  this 
subject. 

I  havie  understood,  that  a  great  deal  of  acrimony  and  inge- 
nuity have  been  resorted  to^  in  the  interpretation  of  another 
answer  I  have  given.  I  mean  when  the  question  is  put  to  me, 
**  Whether  I  did  direct,  or  authorize  Mr.  Trotter,  while  pay- 
master of  the  navy,  to  lay  out  or  apply,  or  cause  to  be  laid  out 
.and  applied,  any  of  the  money  issued  for  carrying  on  the  cur- 
rent service  of  the  navy,  since  the  first  of  January  1786,  for 
my  benefit. or  advantage  ?" 

I  answered  by  sayings- "  To  tie  best  of  my  recollection  I 
never  didJ* 

I  have  less  reason  to  complain  of  the  animadversions  which 
have  been  made  upon  this  answer ;  for  I  certainly  might,  and 
ought  to  have  answered,  simply,  that  /  never  did;  and  my 
liaving  prefixed  the  other  useless  words,  arose  (as  is  weU 
known  to  those  who  are  in  the  habits  of  living  and  conversing 
with  me)  out  of  a  mode  of  expression  customary  with  me  in 
speaking  of  past  transactions. 

X  have  also  observed,  that  on  another  tOpiC  much  asperity 
.  h»s  been  resorted  to,  founded  on  the  allegation  of  my  hav- 
ing refused  to  answer  questions,  on  the  ground  of  not  being 
obliged  to  criminate  myself.  Of  all  the  imputations  I  have 
heard  of,  I  confess  this  is  the  one  I  least  expected.  If  I  had 
been  of  that  disposition,  I  should  not  have  tJden  exposed  to 
any  one  of  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  against  me  ; 
and  it  1$  the  more  extraordinary  such  st'  one  ihould  have 
ariaen,  when  my  accusers  have  rested  t^e  whole  of  their  cliargcs 
ott  wlutt  they  are  pleased  to  call  my  own  confession.     The 
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observation  is  wholly  founded  on  a  misreprcientationof  ^«iy 
evidence.    I  never  made  use  of  the  clause  in  the  act  of  pai^lia- 
ment  for  any  personal  reason,  but  soldy  to'protedt  metrom 
disclosing  any  of  those  irregularities  I  may  be  supposed  to  hi^t 
committed^  in  apprdpriating,  for  a  time,  any  of  th^  liaval  iho-  • 
ney  to  other  public   services.     So  far  from  feeling  that  to  be 
any  imputation  upon  my  honour,  I  should  have  fclt  myself' 
guilty,  not  only  of  a  breach  of  public  duty,  bat  a  most  un- 
warrantable violation  of  private  honour,  if  I  had  disclosed  any 
of  those  transactions.  The  information! had  received  from  Mr.  * 
Trotter,  of  his  manner  of  blending  his  public  and  private  ac- 
counts, was  the  single  reason  I  assigned  for  not  answering  any- 
question  put  to  me,  respecting  my  having  reaped  any  beneft 
or  advantage  from  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  navy.     Upon  that  subject  I  never  had  recourse  to  the  de- 
fence of  not  criminating  myself.    Whatever,  therefore,  has 
any  where  been  said  upon  that  topic,  may  be  a  proof  of  dexte- 
rity in  misrepresentation ;  but  in  point  of  candour  or  £air  state- 
ment, it  is  certainly  entitled  to  no  merit. 

I  am  informed  that  another  charge  still  has  been  alleged 
against' me  in  different  quarters,  on  which  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words,  not  so  much  from  the  importance  of  the  charge  itdelf, 
as  from  its  being  a  striking  proof  of  the  extent  to  which  a 
spirit  of  rancorous  hostility,  once  yielded  to,  will  be  induced 
to  go,  in  its  exertions  to  inflame  itself  and  the  minds  of  others.  • 
The  topic  to'  which  I  allude  is  that,  whereby  I  have  been 
charged  with  having  no  other  motive  for  remaining  treasurer  of 
the  navy,  after  I  became  secretary  of  state,  except  the  unlaw- 
ful gains  I  am  supposed  to  have  derived  from  that  skuation. 
What  I  am  now  to  state  does  not  rest  upon  my  ass^tion. 
There  is  one  who  now  hears  me,  and  others  with  whom  I  have 
at  present  no  connection  in  politics,-  who  can  bear  ttestrmony 
to  the  fact,  that  I  never  was  one  hour  secretary  of  state 
with  my  own  inclination.  Under  the  original  instittition  of 
the  board  of  India  commissioners,  the  trcasirtwship  of  the 
navy  was  understood  to  be  the  appropriate  situation  of  the  per- 
son who  was  t,Q  take  the  leading  part  in  the  management  ttid 
control  of  thq^  affairs  of  India.  In  that  character  I  had  act«d 
many.^^i^h  great  labour  j  and,  perhaps,  I  may  have  had 
the  vanity  tp^iaupposej  that  by  a  successful  administration  of 
that  pea^  copfcern,  I  had  done  essential  service  to  ittytountry, 
and  at  the  same  time  gratified  an  ambition,  of  whith  no  horfofnr- 
able  mind  has  reason  to  be  ashamed;  I  havenodifflculGf  »aG- 
knowlcdginfo  that  I  had  a  predilectioa  for  tht  MUaudeport- 
^^       *  B  b  2  ment. 
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crcBt,  and  it  wss  th«  only  on«  in  which  I  ever  x^nshed  to  have 
bcca  employed. 

On  this  ground  I  declined  accepting  the  seals  of  the  home 
department  at  the  time  Lord  GrenviUe  was  appointed ;  and 
when,  at  a  later  period,  I  was  induced  to  accept  th.'m,  it  was 
under  an  assurance,  that  I  should  only  be  required  to  hold  them 
for  the  short  period  rf  probably  a  few  months,  till  the  renirn 
from  abroad  of  a  nobl^  lord  for  whom  t'  ey  were  destined. 
He  did  not  return  at  the  time  cxpt^ctcd  •,  and  the  very  critical 
and  dangerous  state  of  the  country  which  immediately  ensued, 
reiTdcred  it  impossible  for  me  to»declin^  obeying  the  commands 
of  my  sovereign,  at  a  moment  when  he  was  a<U  f5*ed,  that  any 
exertions  of  mine  might  be  of  use  in  repelling  tiie  dangers 
whh  Tvhich  the  constitution  of  the  country  was  so  peculiarly 
m^aced^  during  the  period  I  was  in  the  home  department. 
When  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  appointed  to  that  situation, 
I  again  made  it  my  earnest  request  to  his  majesty,  that  I 
might  be  permitted  to  confine  my  labours  to  the  a^lnuni^^tra- 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  India,  and  I  only  desisted  from  mriking 
that  request)  when  specially  commanded  by  his  majesty  to  do  so. 

I  am  extremely  concerned  to  trouble  the  house  with  such 
personal  details  ;  but  I  am  compelled  to  do  so.  by  the  industry 
with  whicli  my  enemies  think  themselves  at  liberty  to  lay  hold 
of  every  circumstance  which  they  suppose  c^n  create  preju- 
dice against  me.  The  result  of  what  I  have  stated  on  this 
topic  is,  that  I  never  had  the  smallest  predilection  for  the  of- 
fice of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  except  in  so  far  as  it  was  the  si- 
tuation at  that  time  supposed  to  be  appropriated  to  the  person 
at  the  head  of  the  administration  of  India. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  observe  upon  the  report  of  tl^  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  commons,  and  in  doing  so,  I  shall  follow 
the  order  of  the  report  itself.  In  the  outset,  I  cj^nnot  help 
expressing  my  regret  for  the  circumstance  stated  in  the  first 
page  of  it,  and  wishing  it  had  occurred  to  the  committee,  rather 
to  expunge  tho^e  questions  and  ansji'ers  which  appeared  to 
them  to  exceed  the  limits  of  their  inquiry,  than  to  have  them 
]D  the  body  of  their  evidence.  The  consequence  of  their  not 
doing  so  is,  that  several  things  are  left  in  the  report,  calculated 
to  create  an  impression  which  would  not  have  existed  if  the 
question  had  been  pursued  by  more  minute  inquiry  5  and  this 
inconvenience  becomes  the  more  striking,  when  it  is  rt  collect - 
«d,  that  I  was,  from  the  circumstances  well  known  to  the 
committee,  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  giving  them  perso- 
fialiy  any  caplaoatioA. 

The 
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The  report  b^ins  by  stating  the  Substance  pf  Mr.  Trotter's 
evidence  respecting  his  advances  to  mc:  upon  wliich  it  isjie^ 
cessary  imtnediately  to  observe^  that  it  is  qtiiae  impossible  to 
attempt,  with  precision^  to  analyze  aj)y  of  the  stateoicitts given 
by  Mr.  Trotter. 

None  of  the  public  accounts  of  the  office  ever  were  in  my 
custody  or  possession,  and  from  the  day  I  tran^fcirred  irry  ha-t> 
lance  to  my  successor,  1  considered  my  connection  wixh  the 
navy  pay  office  to  have  ceased,  as  much  as  if  it  never-  had 
existed  ;  except  in  so  far  as  respected  a  small  balance  to  which 
1  mi^ht  finally  be  liablC)  on  the  settlement  of  my  account  as 
treasurer,  previous  to  January  1786,  as  to  which  my  account 
must  be  made  up  and  cleared  as  an  ex*treasurer,  agreeably  to 
tbe  old  practice  of  the  office.  I  likewise  took  occasion  to  ex- 
plain to  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  that  for  many 
years  past  I  never  had  considered  the  vouchers  of  my  settled  ac- 
counts with  Mr.  Trotter,  in  the  management  of  ray  private  af- 
fairs, as  being  of  the  smallest  use,  and  never  thought  of  preser- 
ving them,  more  than  I  should  have  done  the  vouchers  of  any 
other  settltxl  account  in  which  I  was  ever  concerned.  -^\t  the 
same  time,  I  mentioned  to  them  the  information  I  had  received 
from  Mr.  J  rotter,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  account) 
were  blended,  and  which  deprived  me  of  the  means  of  giving 
any  detailed  or  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject. 

I  have  shortly  recapitulated  these  circumstances,  in  order 
that  the  house  may  feel  the  impossibility  of  my  cither  con- 
firming or  correcting  any  of  the  details  which  Mr.  Irotter 
has  gi\*en  to  the  committee.  It  is  true,  I  have  now  had  tiie 
opportunity  of  looking  into  Mr.  Trotter's  accounts  with 
Messrs.  Coutt^,  contained  in  the  appendix  to  the  tenth  re- 
port ;  but  the  bare  inspection  of  them  is  sufficient  to  con- 
vince every  person  of  the  impossibility  of  deriving  any  infor- 
mation from  them ;  and  every  endeavour  to  unravel  them  has 
more  and  more  proved  the  impracticability  of  doing  so. 

In  short,  in  ti>e  whole  minute  details  connected  whh  thi^ 
investigation,  I  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  Mr.  Trotter's  mc* 
jnory  and  recollection,  without  the  means  or  power  of  either 
aiding  or  correcting  his  recollection  in  any  one  item ;  but  this 
I  can  affir^Ctj.  that  I  am  not  indebted  in  one  shilling  either  to 
Mr.  Trotter  or  to  the  pubUc.  But  upon  any  anterior  detail^ 
upon  which  Mar.  Trotter  may  have  entered,  or  niay  hereafter 
enter,  for  thei  reasons  already  assigned,  any  distinct  explanafi 
tion  from  qie  must  be  obviously  impossible. 

>lQthing  can  be  further  irosp  jny  thoughts,  th^ju  to  insimt:* 
.   .  ^  '  X  .ate 
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ate  airf  intention,  on  the  part  of  Nfr,  Trotter,  to  state  any 
thing  differently  from  what  his  recollection  may  have  suggcst- 
'  cd  at  the  moment.  At  the  same  time,  from  the  information 
he  has  given  respecting  his  books,  he  has  little  else  to  resort 
to  than  his  memory ;  and  both  himself  and  his  frietlds  know 
tfe^t  neither  he  nor  they  have  felt  they  could  depend  upon  it 
for  a  very  considerable  time  past,  in  the  manner  they  might 
have  done  some  years  ago. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  speaking  from  recollection 
of  transactions  many  years  ago,  it  is  not  impossible  or  imt>ro- 
bable,  that  in  some  of  his  details,  Mr.  Trotter  may  have  in- 
termixed the  transactions  of  one  person  with  those  of  ano- 
ther. I  think  I  can  perceive  vestiges  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
servation in  his  evidence,  where  he  mentions  the  name  of 
Mr.  Tweedie.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  close  of  his  evidence  he 
explains  himself  to  mean  no  "more  than  that  he  employed  Mr. 
Tweedie  as  a  messenger  to  me  ;  but  from  the  former  part  of 
his  evidence  any  person  would  be  led,  and  the  committee 
seems  in  feet  to  have  been  led  into  a  belief,  that,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  Mr.  Tweedie  was  entrusted  or  employed  by  me  in 
some  way  more  confidential  than  as  a  mere  messeneer; 
whereas  I  have  not  the  least  recollection  of  any  circun* stance 
that  could  create  such  an  impression  in  Mr.  Trotter's  mind* 
and  am  perfectly  certain,  that  no  confidential  intercourse  of 
any  description,  ever  passed  between  Mr.  Tweedie  and  my- 
self. From  what  Mr.  Trotter  had  said  in  his  evidence,  I  ob- 
serve that  the  committee  have  been  induced  to  examine  the 
son  of  Mr.  Tweedie  on  the  subject,  and  the  import  of  his  evi- 
dence is  to  confirm  the  statement  I  have  now  given. 

Having  observed  thus  much  in  general,  I  shall  ^proceed  to 
offer  every  satisfaction  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of,  con- 
sistently with  the  reserve  that  naturally  belongs  to  transactions 
connected  with  the  government  of  the  country.  But  I  must^ 
in  the  first  place,  remark,  that  during  the  whole  period,  in 
which  I  was  treasurer  of  the  navy,  I  was,  at  the  same  time,  the 
confidential  adviser  of  government  in  every  thing  relating  to 
the  admmistration  of  the  afi^irs  of  Scotland,  or  supposed  to 
be  connected  with  the  general  interests  of  government  in  that 
part  of  the  kingdom,  f n  that  capacity,  every  >persoa  must 
readily  perceive  the  impossibility  of  being  so,  wtth<kit  having 
recourse  to  the  expenditure  of  occasional  sun^^fer  the  por- 
|Kises  of  government  5  and,  however  satisfied  my  fewn  convic- 
tion may  have  been,  and  however  clear  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  the  expenditure,  in  the  instances  in  which  it  occur- 
red. 
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red,  might  in  fact  have  been,  every  one  must  be  aware,  that  it  is 
impossible  that  those  purposes  should  be  detailed,  without  both 
great  public  and  personal  inconvenience :  and  I  do  ajSirm,  in 
me  most  direct  terms,  that  the  io,oool.  which  camie  into  my 
hands  during  the  paymastership  of  Mr.  Douglas,  was  neither 
used,  nor  meant  to  be  used,  for  any  object  of  personal  profit 
or  emolument  to  me.  But  i  think  it  is  impossible  for  any 
one  to  expect,  that  I  should  enter  into  a  more  minute  cxpb^ 
nation,  either  with  regard  to  that  sum,  or  another,  of,  I  be- 
lieve, about  a  similar  amount,  at  a  later  period,  without  incur-, 
ring  the  charge  of  a  great  breach,  as  well  of  public  duty  as  of 
private  honour.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  uneasi- 
ness I  have  felt  from  the  necessity  of  withholding  explanation 
on  any  part  of  this  subject,  aware  as  I  am  of  the  many  insi- 
dious and  malignant  observations,  to  which  any  person  must 
be  exposed,  wha  feels  such  a  reserve  to  be  his  only  honourable 
line  of  conduct. 

There  i?,  however,  one  striking  circumstance  in  this  busi- 
ness, on  which  I  may  fairly  rest  in  appealing  to  the  candour 
of  the  house.  In  my  letter  to  the  commissioners  of  naval  in- 
quiry, on  the  30th  June  last,  though  I  referred  to  the  whole,  I 
certainly  had  particularly  in  contemplation  the  sum  of  4o,o«oL 
advanced  by  me  to  Mr- Pitt,  for  the  purposes  explained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  commons. 

This  sum  formed  two-thirds  of  the  whole  5  and  if  Mr. 
Pitt  had  not  thought  it  expedient,  as  appears  at  one  time 
to  have  been  his  feeling,  to  divulge  the  transaction  in  the 
manner  he  has  done,  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  never 
to  make  such  a  discovery,  from  any  personal  consideration^ 
either  of  fame  or  safety :  and  if  this  investigation  had  taken 
place  within  that  period,  it  is  obvious  to  what  an  extent  of 
additional  suspicion  and  obloquy  I  must  have  been  expoieed  ; 
and  yet  from  the  disclosure  which  has  been  made,  it  is  now 
evident,. that  such  suspicions  would  have  been  groundlgss,  and 
such  obloquy  unjust. 

It  will  also  be  recollected,  that  with  regard  to  the  sum  of 
io,oooL  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr.  Douglas,  there,  is  no  room 
for  charging  ^e  in  that  transaction  with  any  violation  of  the 
act  of  par^^n^nt ;  for  it  took  place  before  the  act  passed  :  and ' 
whate.vef  ji^^iqt  I  might  have  been  under  from  the  terms  of 
my  patCfit,  ^e  rpgujadons,  either  as  to  placing  money  in  tHe 
bank,  or  dcawing  it  from  tlience,  as  enacted  by  the  act  in 
1 785,  in  no  respect  applied  to  that  ten  thousand  pounds, 

llie  cxplanatiQn  I  have  now  given  applies  to.  twenty  thou- 
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sand  pounds  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  report,  andf  MFith 
the  addition  of  whatever  sum  Mr.  Trotter  was  at  any  time  in 
^advance  for  mc,  in  his  account  current,  forms  the  aggregate  of 
any  advance  he  may  have  made  to  me,  in  so  far  s^s  I  can  speak 
from  the  conviction  of  my  own  mind.  It  is  my  belief,  that 
there  is  some  confusion  in  Mr.  Trotter  *s  recollection,  ivhen  he 
tallcs  of  twenty-two  thousand  pounds,  or  twenty-three  thou- 
sand pounds,  as  distinct  from  the  advances  of  "  from  ten 
thousand  pounds  to  twenty  thousand  pounds  on  his  account 
current/'  Either  the  one  or  the  other  of  tjicse  sums,  I  con- 
ceive, must  be  overstated.  I  am  not  aware  from  what  mate- 
rials Mr.  Trotter  caa  make  several  of  the  distinctions  he  has 
done  in  his  evidence,  respecting  the  different  funds  from  which 
such  advances  were  made.  It  is  obvious,  on  the  face  of  im 
evidence,  that  much  of  what  he  stated  bears  the  character  of 
after-recollection.  A  striking  example  of  this  appears  on  his 
second  day's  examination,  when  he  desires  to  make  an  addi- 
tion of  two  thousand  pounds  or  three  thousand  pounds,  to 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  which  he  had  stated  in 
his  examination  on  the  preceding  day.  It  is  true,  I  h^e  no 
materials  of  documents  by  which  I  can  either  assist  or  correct 
his  recollection.  I  was  perfectly  aware,  in  my  own  mind> 
that  I  was  accountable  to  the  public  for  the  repayment  of  a 
sum  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty  thousand  pounds,  drawn 
for  confidential  purposes,  exclusive  of  the  forty  thousand 
pounds  to .  be  immediately  mentioned :  but  Mr.  I  rotter  was 
totally  ignorant  of  those  appropriations ;  and  if  he  endear 
vours,  from  any  thing  recently  Avowed,  to  form  a  conjecture 
concerning  them,  I  am  sure  it  will  only  serve  to  mislead  and 
confuse  him. 

It  is  now  4iecessary  to  advert  to  a  sum  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Trotter  as  having  been  borrowed  by  my  direction,  and  on  my 
account.  He  states  the  sum  to  be  tv^-cnty-two  or  twenty* 
three  thousand  pounds,  'ihis  certainly  ditSrrs  from  my  re- 
collection, which  is  clear  as  to  the  sum  being  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  and  the  annual  interest  paid  on  it  one  thousand 
pounds.  If,  therefore,  the  three  thousand  pounds  in  addi- 
tion was  any  advance  on  my  account,  it  must  have  been  on 
his  account  current,  or  in  some  other  mode,  which  it  is  im* 
possible  for  me  to  trace.  Th»  loan  took  place  aifev  yeart 
after  I  had  unadvisedly  left  my  profession,  and  wns  connected 
with  some  private  family  concerns,  with  wliich  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  trouble  the  house.  I  observe  from  the  report  of  the 
xommitto:,.  that  Mr.  Trotter,  whom  I  employed  to  borrow 
;,  .  the 
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the  raoneyi  says  he  ivas  himself  the  lender:  and,  upon  his  au- 
thority, I  presume  he  was  so.  I  certainly  ha'd  no  knowledge 
of  it  at  the  time,  having  only  directed  him  to  procure  the 
loan ;  and  probably,  from  the  question  not  being  put  to  him, 
he  has  omitted  to  inform  the  commtctee^  that  the  circum- 
stance of  his  having  been  so  was  only  communicated  to  me 
within  these  few  weeks. 

The  next  particular  in  tlie  report  to  be  observed  upon,  is 
the  sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds,  advanced  for  the  relief  of 
Messrs.  Boyd  and  Co. ;  and  it  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  this  transaction  had  been  suggested  by  me.  If  I  had 
bcitn  .examined,  I  tliink  there  would  have  been  found  some 
shades  of  difference  in  my  recollection  of  the  origin  of  the 
transaction,  from  what  appears  upon  the  evidence  reported* 
But  feeling  then,  as  I  do  now,  the  urgent  necessity  of  it,  it  is 
immaterial  to  examine  whence  the  suggestion  arose.  There 
seems  no  difference  of  recollection,  however,  as  to  the  sob* 
stance  of  the  transaction,  which  is  fully  before  you ;  and  I 
have  no  disposition  to  exculpate  myself  from  any  part  of  the 
blame  which  can  be  supposed  imputable  to  it.  ; 

Upon  this  part  of  the  report  it  will  be  expected  that  I 
should  advert  to  what  is  stated  as  to  niy  not  paying  interest, 
when  I  repaid  to  Mr.  Trotter  the  sums  detailed  in  the  report 
of  the  committee.  I  do  not  imagine  it  will  be  expected  by 
the  iiouse,  that  I  should  give  any  reason  why  I  did  not  either 
pay  or  demand  interest  on  any  part  of  the  sums  of  forty  and 
twenty  thousand  pounds  withdrawn  for  other  than  naval  pur- 
poses. Those  sums  would  have  yielded  no  interest  if  they 
had  remained  in  the  bank ;  and  it  certainly  never  entered 
into  my  mind  to  conceive,  that  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  pobiic  could  look  for  interest  upon  money  so 
applied.  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  for  the  sum 
borrowed  under  my  own  authority,  interest  was  reguhrly 
paid }  and  if  I  was,  for  years,  in  the  practice  of  paying  so 
large  a  sum  annually  as  interest,  it  seems  to  afibrd  a  pretty 
strong  presumption,  that  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  applying 
the  public  money  imprest  into  my  hands  for  the  purpose  <^ 
private  emolument.  In  truth,  if  I  were  to  enter  into  any  de- 
tailed explanations  of  my  own  private  concerns,  I  am  afraid  ic 
would  be* found,  that  I  had,  at  all  times,  too  many  proofs  of 
that  nature  to  which  I  could  have  recourse. 

Any  consideration  of  interest,  therefore,  can  alone  apply 
to  the  sums  which  Mr.  Trotter  was  at  any  time  in  advance  iai 
me  on  voaf  private  account  current  with  him.    From  the  lati- 
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tude  of  expression  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Trotter,  in  his  origi- 
hal  evidence,  t  find  jt  has  been  inferred,  that  he  nvas  in  the 
practice  occasionally  of  making  advances  to  me,  to  the  extent 
of  ten  or  twenty  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  Trotter  could  never 
mean  to  state,  that  at  any  time  he  hnJ  advanced  to  me  a  srfm 
•  to  that  amount.  He  clearly  could  only  mean  to  speak  of  the 
aggregate  sum  advanced  on  bis  accouiit  current  with  me,  add- 
ing all  the  Items  togctlier  during  the  whole  progress  of  the 
account,  on  which  he  plainly  states  that  there  was,  at  different 
times,  a  considerable  balance  in  my  favour,  on  which  he  did 
not  pay  any  interest. 

"  I  have  no  materials,  nor  has  Mr.  Trotter  confessedly  any,  by 
vrhich  he  could  make  a  statement  on  this  subject,  more  accu- 
rately than  he  has  hitherto  done.  But  he  has  very  recently* 
communicated  to  me  his  belief,  that  the  advance  tor  me  of 
one  or  two  instalments  on  what  is  called  the  loyalty  loan,  was 
the  only  material  advance  to  which  he  meant  to  allude :  and, 
so  far  as  I  can  form  any  judgnient  on  the  subject,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  that  his  recollection  does 'not  much  mislead 
him  in  this  respects  When  I  subscribed  ten  thousand 
pounds  to  that  loan,  I  certainly  had  not  at  my  command  the 
money  wherewith  to  purchase  the  stock ;  but  many  who 
hear  me  will  recollect,  that  it  was  expected  of  men  in  public 
situations  that  they  should  »give  countenance  to  it,  and  I  ac^ 
cordingly  did  (as  I  believe  many  others  did)  give  directions 
for  subscribing  to  it,  meaning  to  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as'  I 
could,  Tlie  late  Mr.  Henry  Drummond  arranged  this  for 
xne ;  but  I  inadvertently  omitting  to  iriake  the  transfer  at  the 
proper  time,  and  the  value  of  the  stock  having  fallen,  it  re- 
mained upon  my  hands. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  remitted  the  first  instal- 
ment from  money  borrowed  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Trotter  made 
provision  for  the  remainder,  whether  by  advance  on  his  pri- 
vate account  with  me,  or  through  the  house  of  Messrs.  Coutts, 
I  do  not  precisely  know :  but  this  I  certainly  do  know  and 
af!irm,  that  in  this  transaction  I  never  had  in  contemplation 
the  prospect  of  pecuniary  emolument  or  advantage,  nor  in- 
deed did  I  consider  it  as  any  part  of  my  private  property  ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  last  instalment  was  paid,  I  execiited  a  power 
of  attorney  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Coutts,  nrit  only /to  receive 
the  dividend  upon  it,  but  to  dispose  of  the  stock  itself  for  the 
repayment  of  the  purchase  money,  whenever  it  stiited  their 
convenience  to  do  so. 

The  result  of  w  hat  1  have  stated  b  this^  that  if  Mr.  Trot- 
ter 
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ter  did  advance  any  of  the  instalments  upon  the  loyahy  lpan| 
beyond  what  he  was  enabled  to  do  by  my  private  funds  passing 
through  his  handstand  at  the  same  time  carried  the  divi- 
dends to  my  credit  in  his  account,  I  may  have  been  a  gainer, 
to  the  amount  of  the  dividend  whiqh.Vose  from  what  he  ad- 
vancedj  above  what  he  might  have  in  his  l>ands  of  my  private 
funds.  This  would  be  the  state  ^ of  the  case  in  the  most  ex- 
aggerated view  that  could  be  taken  of  itj  even  by  the  most 
hostile  imagination.  The  whole  dividends  upon  the  stock, 
during  the  time  it  was  held,  did  not,  in  all,  amount  to  two 
thousand  pounds ;  and  I  think  I  need  not  add  'more  on  this 
point,  to  prove  how  unwarranted  all  the  exaggeration^  have 
been,  which  have  beea  propagated  on  the  subject  of  interest. 

I  must,  also  further  state,  that  to  the  best  of  my  belief  there 
passed  through  Mr.  Trotter's  hands,  arising  from  my  salary 
and  other  private  funds,  not  less,  and  probably  more  than 
seventy  thousand  pounds- during  the  fourteen  years  he  served 
under  me  in  the  navy  pay  office.  Nor  can  it  be  reasonably 
contended,  that  on  an  account  of  the  fluctuating  nature  I  have 
described,  a  miAute  calculation  of  interest  on  every  sum  paid 
QO  either  side  would  have  naturally  occurred  to  the  mipd  of 
any  man.  No  circumstance  ever  arose  between  Mr.  Trotter 
and  myself  to  call  my  attention  to  the  subject,  and  indeed, 
from  the  general  impression  I  had  of  the  amount  of  the  sums 
paid  or  received  on  my  account,  the  balance  was  too  inconsi- 
derable to  make  the  interest  an  object  of  importance. 

Ilic  next  point  to  be  observed  upon  ip  the  report  of  the 
committee  is,  what  they  state  as  their  second  head  of  inquiry, 
Wz.  the  communication  said  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Pitt 
by  Mr.  Raikes^  This  is  a  conversation  which  is  said  to  have 
Caken  place  as  hr  back  as  1797;  and  certainly  any  recollection 
I  ha^^e  been  abler  to  revive  on  the  subject,  is  rather  derived 
from  what  Mr.  Pitt  has  recently  stated  to  me,  than  from  any 
feeble  traces  t)f  it  which  remained  in  my  own  mind.  I  can, 
therelbre,  in  observing  upon  this  subject,  only  state,  that  sup- 
posing Mr.  fitl  to  have  represented  to  me  the  communication 
in  .the  precise  terms  he  received  it  (as  to  which  I  certainly 
cannot  speak  from  .^ny  recollection  of  my  own),  I  make  no 
doubt  rs|^(>^  have  treated  it  as  an  idle  rumour,  conceiving 
that  it  ^igH^^/i  in  the  permission^!  was  aware  I  had  given 
40  Mr*  Xrotte^tp.  withdraw  from  the  bank,  and  place  in  th^ 
hands  of  Messrs.  Coutts,  the  sums  necessary  in  the  regular 
course  of  tne  office,  for  payment  of  the  small  sums  whiph  are 
kourlj  called  for,  as  well  as  to  answer  tjie  claims  of  those  who 
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were  possessed  of  assignments  from  the  competent  boards* 
consistent  with  my  idea  of  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment which  I  have- already  detailed  at  length.  It  was  under 
this  impression  I  should  naturally  have  so  answered  Mr.  Pittas 
communicattoni  and  this,  would  so  satisfactorily  h»ve  ac- 
counted to  me  for  the  report,  that  I  should  not  have  thought 
of  makinj!^  any  farther  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

The  third  head  of  inquiry  referred  to  the  committee  re- 
spects the  loss  sustained  through  Mr.  Jellicoe.  , 

Being  obliged  to  trouble  the  house  so  long  on  other  points^ 
It  is  certainly  not  my  intention  to  detain  you  on  this ;  and 
however  ruinous  to  me  it  would  have  been  if  the  loss  had 
fallen  upon  me,  I  own  it  is  the  point  of  all  others,  on  which 
my  mind  has  been  least  anxious  in  the  course  of  all  these  in- 
vestigations. My^aw^,  not  xixj  for  tune ^  is  the  object  of  consi- 
deration with  me.  •  I  have  appeared  before  this  house  to  vin- 
dicate xht  former ;  and  as  to  the  /fi//fr,  the  evidence  is  in  your 
hands,  and  npcn  that  you  will  form  your  opinion.  When  it 
is  so  clearly  established,  that  the  loss  had  occurred  previous  to 
my  having  any  connection  with  the  treasurership  of  the  navy, 
and  that  by  no  means  in  my  power  the  loss  could  have  been 
prevented  or  diminished,  I  should  feel  myself  most  grievously 
injured,  if  his  majesty  had  not  been  advised  to  give  me  the  re- 
lief I  received.  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  a  conviction, 
that  if  Mr.  Jellicoe  had  lived,  and  had  been  in  a  situation  to 
establish  his  beneficial  interest  in  the  invention  for  which  the 
patent  was  granted,  the  public  would,  from  its  value,  have  been 
glad  to  have  purchased  the  patent,  at  a  higher  price  than  the 
loss  which  has  been  sustained  by  his  failure  *,  and  if  I  am  right 
in  that  impression,  it  is  a  consolation  at  least  to  feel,  that  the 
public  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  invention,  as  I  understand  it  is 
in  general  use,  without  any  compensation,  except  in  so  far  as 
the  loss  in  question  can  be  considered  as  such. 

Before  concluding  my  observations  on  the  report  of  yoUr 
committer,  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  a  circumstance  not  par- 
ticularly dwelt  upon  by  the  committee,  but  which,  from  the 
tendency  of'  some  libellous  publications  that  have  been  shewn 
to  me,  seems  to  be  enlarged  upon  with  great  assiduity,  as  af- 
fording grounds  of  dark  and  mysterious  suspicion*  I  allude 
to  the  clause  in  the  release  produced  by  Mr.  Tetter,  relative 
to  the  destroying  the  vouchers  of  all  pecunia^  transactions 
^between  him  and  me^  I  have  likewise  heard,  that  the  terms 
of  this  clause  have  even  operated  on  the  minds  of  candid  and 
tionou;:able  men  y  and  therefore  I  should  be  wanting  in  justice 
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to  myself  and  respect  to  thetxij  if  I  werp  to  pass  it  over  with« 
out  particular  observation :  and  I  am  confident)  whether  you 
examine  this  charge  upon  the  only  evidence  before  you,  or 
upon  the  glaring  absurdity  of  the  imputation  itself,  you  will 
be  convinced  how  perfectly  groundless  and  injurious  it  is. 

Let  us  first  examine  the  evicTence  uppn  the  suls^ct,  and  it 
must  immediately  occur  to  your  observation,  that  I  was  at  the 
distance  of  four  hundred  miles,  when  this  release  was  pre- 
pared and  transmitted  to  me  for  signature.  I  have  no  re- 
collection whether  it  was  brought  to  me  by  any  man  of  busi- 
ness, or  was  transmitted  in  a  blank  cover  to  me  from  London. 
I  think  this  last  most  probable,  as  it  appears  that  I  received  it 
at  my  son's  house  in  the  country,  and  the  witnesses  who  attest 
my  si^irature  are  two  of  my  servants.  I  am  confident  there 
was  nothing  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  this  clause;  and 
if  there  had,  it  docs  not  occur  to  me  now,  that  it  would  have 
struck  mc  as  any  thing  unusual,  or  meaning  more  than  a 
clause  of  comtnon  form,  expressive  of  an  obligation  on  the 
parties  not  to  keep  in  their  possession  any  receipts,  or  other 
vouchers,  which  could  be  made  the  ground  of  a  claim  by  the. 
heirs  of  cither  party  against  the  other. 

I  do  not,  however,  enlarge  upon  this  observation ;  the  foct 
certainly  being,  that  the  clause  m«de  no  impression  upon  me 
of  any  kind,  nor^ad  I  a  recollection  of  its  existence,  till  it 
was  mentioned  to  me  by  a  near  relation  of  my  own,  who  now 
hears  me,  and  this  after  Mr.  Trotter  had  been  called  before 
your  committee. 

U'he  next  remark  I  make  on  the  evidence  is,  the  almost  cer- 
tainty it  affords,  that  I  was  never  consulted  on  the  insertion  of 
such  a  clause,  nor  in  a  situation  to  be  so.  I  have  already  in- 
formed you,  that  I  was  at  the  distance  of  fou|^hundred  miles 
from  London,  where  the  deed  was  prepared ;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  circumstance,  you  have  the  most  positive  testimony 
firom  Mr.  Trotter,  that  I  was  neither  consulted,  nor  did  I  give 
any  instructions  upon  it.  He  is  asked  expressly,  ^^  DU  Lord 
**  Melviile  give  you  any  instructions  for  inserting  the  elcmse  to  Jf- 
**  stray  vouchers  in  the  release y  before  it  was  drawn  up .?"  He 
answers,  *^  He  did  not  J^ 

**  Did  yoUiiknyw  of  his  having  given  such  instructions  to  any 
ether  person  i^'^^^  I  do  not" 

'  So  stands  Mr.  Trotter's  evidencc,every  word  of  which  you 
must  believe  to  be  a  falsehood,  before  you  can  give  the  smallest 
credit  to  the  imputation  of  any  such  concert  or  couspiracy  as 
has  been  surmised; 

Thc^ 
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The  evidence  does  not  rest  here }  for,  in  so  £ir  as  negative 
evidence  can  go  upon  such  a  point,  it  is  as  strong  as  it  can  be 
in  any  case.  Mr*  Spottiswoode  having  unfortunately  died 
within  these  few  months,  we  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his 
evidence  j  but  you  have  that  of  his  partner  and  of  his  son :  an(t 
if  I  had  given  any  special  directions  to  Mr.  Spottiswoode  re- 
specting this  clause,  it  is  most  probable  that  those  geotleme» 
would  have  known  it  from  my  correspondence,  or  learnt 
it  from  their  conversations  with  Mr.  Spottiswoode  at  tho 
time. 

If,  therefore,  you  are  to  proceed  on  the  only  evidence  be- 
fore you  on  this  subject,  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  believe 
the  foul  suspicions  which  are  endeavoured  to  be  reared  upoQ 
this  circumstance* 

But  I  maintain,  further,  the  whole  charge  is  not  more  de- 
fective in  point  of  evidence,  than  it  is  palpably  absurd  on  the 
face  of  it.  If  it  means  any  thing,  it  must  mean  that  Mr. 
.  Trotter  and  I,  being  conscious  of  some  foul  transactions,  had 
resolved  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  them.  Allowing  the  pre- 
mises, the  conclusion  is  a  fair  one  ;  but  the  mode  of  executing 
that  intention  would  have  been  the  most  extraordinary  that 
ever  was  imagined.  If  Mr.  Trotter  and  myself  had  formed 
the  plan  of  destroying  such  evidence,  what  prevented  ouf 
meeting  together,  any  day  we  pleased,  and  actually  carrying 
our  purpose  into  execution  ?  but  it  would  have  been  a  most 
extraordinary  proceeding,  not  only  to  have  informed  Mr, 
Spottiswoode  and  his  partners  and  clerks  of  our  intention,  but 
to  have  recorded  that  intention  in  a  formal  deed,  unnecessa- 
rily and  wantonly  confessing  our  ov^n  guilt,  and  publishing  to 
every  person  who  saw  the  deed  the  means  we  had  taken  to 
cover  it. 

This  observation  acquires  much  additiopal  force,  when  it 
is  remarked,  that  the  deed  contains  a  clause  of  registration  $ 
and  if  either  of  the  parties  should  ever  have  occasion  to  have 
recourse  to  it  as  an  obligation  against  the  other^  it  was  neces- 
sary it  should  be  recorded  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  king- 
dom, and  an  extract  of  tl)e  deed,  containing  the  clause  itself^ 
produced  in  the  court,  before  which  any  suit  might  be  brought^ 
for  enforcing  the  obligation  it  is  supposed  to  cpiHgiio^ .  - 

If,  after  combining  ail  these  particulars,  w^et^i^  arising 
out  of  the  positive  and  negative  evidence  wbic)i  is  bafooe  .you> 
or  from  a  contemplation  of  the  manifest  absurdities  in  whick 
thfc  charge  is  involved^  any  person  can  still  allow  himself,  for 
one  moment,  to  harbour  such  a  suspicion  in  his  nundf  I  must 
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confess  myself  totally  unable  to  combat  the  malignity  and 
prejudices  of  a  mind  so  deeply  tainted.  ' 

But  in  order  that  no  circumstance  may  be  omitted  which 
can  give  a  shadow  of  truth  to  this  supposed  conspiracy,  we  arc 
desiral  to  attend  to  the  circumstance  of  its  bearing  date  soon 
after  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry  were  appointed.  But 
those  who  attend  to  this  remark  will  immediately  perceive, 
that  it  IS  liable  to  every  observation  on  the  absurdity  of  it 
which  has  been  already  adverted  to.  If  the  parties  concerned 
were  panicstruck  by  a  dread  of  the  commissioners  of  naval 
inquiry,  was  it  not  more  natural  for  them  to  have  had  imme- 
diate recourse  to  the  destruction  of  these  dangerous  docu-, 
ments  of  guilt,  instead  of  entering  into  an  obligation  on  the 
snbject,  liable  to  all  objections  and  difficulties  which  have  been 
pointed  out  ?  They  surely  had  no  ground  to  imagine,  that 
'  this  release  would  not  be  produced,  as  well  as  the  documents 
meant  to  be  destroyed ;  and  I  certainly,  without  any  breach  of 
charity,  may  be  permitted  to  suppose,  that  not  one  of  the. 
Toudiers  meant  to  be  destroyed  could  haVe  been  dwelt  upon 
with  more  ingenuity  and  asperity  than  this  release,  which  the 
parties  are  said  to  have  framed,  ror  the  purpose  of  covering  all 
the  guilt  which  it  is  supposed  those  vouchers  would  ^vc 
proved.  ^  . 

I  shall  only  further  observe,  that  if  this  deed  was  ipeant  to 
impose  any  active  obligation  upon  me,  I  have  certainly  beca 
very  remiss  in  the  performance  of  it.  On  my  leaving  Somer- 
set Place  I  destroyed  many  useless  papers.  I  did  die  same 
when  I  left  Wimbledon  three  years  ago.  I  likewise  did  so 
when  I  left  London  two  years  aftei ,  and  I  have  occasionally 
done  the  same  during  my  subsequent  residence  in  Scotland : 
but  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  having  ever  destroyed 
-any  voucher,  from  a  sense  of  the  obligation  contained  in  this 
.  release.  As  to  the  act  of  parliament  appointing  the  commis- 
sioners of  naval  inquiry,  I  believe  nobody  imagined  that  any 
thing  but  the  abuses  in  the  dock  yards  were  the  real  object  of 
their  appointmdit.  The  abuse  now  complained  of  in  the  , 
practice  of  the  navy  pay  office  had  been  rectified  before  the 
bill  passed ;  and  I  could  not  suppose  it  was  intended  to  re- 
medy abuses* i^ich  had  been  already  corrected.  At*  the  time 
I  was  appH(Sftf'tti  for  the  release  I  was  living  comfortably  and 
iiappily  with  my  family  and  amongst  my  friends  in  Scotland, 
not  conteiving  that  I  ever  shoyld  be  the  object  of  attack  as 
treasurer  of  the  navy ;  and  perhaps  I  am  not  very  far  mistaken 
in  thinkingj  that  if  I  bad  continued  in  that  secession  from 
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public  situation,  the  attack  would  nerer  have  been  directed 
against  me. 

lam  ashamed  to  have^  troubled  the  house  at  so  great  a 
length  on  this  part  of  the  evidence  subjoined  to  the  report, 
but,  for  the  "reasons  I  began  by  stating,  I  thought  it  impossible 
for  me  to  avoid  it ;  and  I  have  only  further  to  observe,  that 
there  is  not  one  word  in  the  release  of  any  intention  or  obli- 
.gation  to  destroy  existing  books. or  accounts.  I  am  led  to 
make  this  remark,  from  observing  in  some  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  committee,  an  inclination  to  connect  with  the  re- 
lease the  non«existence  of  some  of  Mr.  Trotter's  books  and 
accounts. 

I  have  now  finished  the  observations  which  I  have  been  de^ 
slrous  of  laying  before  the  house  j  and  in  the  course  of  them, 
I  trust  I  have  been  successful  in  my  resolution  of  refr;^ijiing  from 
any  asperity  of  language,  expressive  of  the  feelings  I  may  be 
supposed  to  possess  on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  directed  against  me  for  these  many  months  past.  If 
I  ever  give  vent  to  any  such  feelings,  it  will  not  be  in  tliis 
place.  This  is  not  such  a  conclusion  as  I  had  hoped  for,  and 
as  I  think  I  had  7^  right  to  expect  to  a  long  and  laborious  life, 
devoted  to  the  service  of  my  country ;  but  I  feel  within  my- 
self  a  strength  and  fortitude  of  mind  adequate  to  every  suf- 
fering I  have  ^dergone,  or  by  which  I  may  still  be  harassed* 
My  enemies  are  mistaken,  if  they  suppose  that  my  spirits  arc 
easily  to  be  broken  down  by  any  exertions  in  their  power  ;  but 
I  wish  I  could,  with  equal  truth,  assure  them,'  that  I  was  as 
unassailable  in  other  quarters  *,  tbe  lashes  intended  for  me  have 
indeed  cruelly  lacerated  the  feelings  of  many  valuable  friends^ 
and  of  others  more  nearly  and  dearly  connected  with  me,  and 
perhaps  these  strokes  are  the  harder,  as  some  of  them  have 
come  from  hands  whence  they  were  least  expected.  I  shall, 
however,  avoid  dwelling  on  such  topics,  and  thank  the  house 
for  the  indulgence  they  have  at  present  shewn  to  me. 

Neither  shall  I  trouble  you  much  on  the  motion  I  have 
heard  to  be  intended  after  I  retire.  As  no  such  motion  has 
yet  been  made,  I  am  at  liberty  to  speak  freely  of  it,  and  I 
think  my  understanding  is  not  so  blinded  on  the  subject,  as  to 
mislead  my  judgment  with  regard  to  the  very  extraordinary 
circumstances  under  which  such  a  motion  would  now  be 
brought  forward.  If  an  impeachment  had  hetti  proposed  on 
the  8th  of  April  last,  it  would,  at  least,  have  come  as  an  en- 
tire question,  when  no  part  of  the  punishment  would  have 
preceded  the  trial.    I  know  I  may  be  told  that  being  removed 
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from  a  high  and  important  trust,  and  separated  by  the  inter'* 
position  of  parliament  from  the  councils  of  my  sovereign,  is 
no  punbhment.  I  will  not  stop  to  discuss  such  puerilities  j  but  . 
I  shall  beg  only  to  ask,  whether  what  has  already  taken^  place 
does  not  probably  ambunt  to  as  mudb,  as  even  in  the  case  of  a 
conviction  upon  an  impeachment  would  have  taken  place  ?  A 
declaration  of  incapacity  to  serve  his  majesty  in  any  place  of 
confidence  or  trust,  would,  even  under  such  circumstances^ 
have  been  considered  as  a  punishment  not  wanting  in  due  seve- 
rity. The  house  of  commoi^  have  not  done  this  in  terms, 
but  they  have  done  it  in  substance  from  what  passed  on  the  8th 
of  April  and  subsequent  occasions. 

You  have  gone  further.  To  punishment  you  have  added 
an  attack  upon  the  remains  of  my  private  fortune,  by  your  di- 
rection to  the  attorney  general.  It  may  be  said,  this  is  only 
reclaiming  unlawful  gains.  Is  that  so  clear  a  case  ?  and  does 
it  not  admit  of  some  doubt,  whether  claims  upon  me  would  be 
confined  solely  to  what  I  have  received  ?  But  in  any  view,  is 
it  no  additional  punishment  to  be  harassed,  God  knows  how 
long,  in  a  court  of  law,  by  an  investigation  of  my  whole  pri- 
vate concerns  for  a  great  part  of  my  life,  without  any  docu- 
ments or  vouchers  of  any  kind  to  aid  my  recollection  in  any 
one  particular  ? 

Indeed,  when  I  take  a  review  of  these  past  proceedings,  I 
can  scarcely  bring  myself  to  believe  that  a  motion  of  im- 
peachment can  be  seriously  intended.^  If  any  such  intention 
Las'  been  entertained,  it  must  have  been  conceived  in  a  moment 
of  sudden  violence,  forgetting  all  that  has  been  already  said 
or  done  upon  this  subject.  Is  it  meant  that  ^  civil  prosecu- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  the  attorney-general,  is  to  be 
going  on  in  one  place,  where  I  am  to  be  examined  upon  oath^ 
and  the  result  of  that  examination  communicated  to  the  ma- 
,nagers  of  the  impeachment,  to  .aid  them,  in  their  conduct  of 
their  criminal  accusation  in  another  place  ? 

I  am  confirmed  in  my  conviction,  that  an  impeachment  caa 
never  be  seriously  intended  or  persevered  in,  from  attending 
to  other  circumstances,  and  in  particular  to  that  of  the  many 
illustrious  names,  members,  of  another  house  of  parliament, 
which  have  (?een  prefixed  to  requisitions  for  calling  meetings, 
or  have  actually  attended  them  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
expressing  very  violent  and  inflammatory  opinions,  founded 
on  what  they  supposed  to  be  the  import  ot  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  house  of  commons.  In  the  case  of  an  impeack- 
ment,  these  peers  would  be  the  judges  9f  the  person  chiefly 
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aimed  at  in  those  extrajudtml  proceedings.  It  xtill  scarccJy 
be  supposed,  that  no  communications  on  this  mbject  hare  pas- 
sed between  the  great  authorities  in  this  house,  who  have 
taken  a  lead  in  its  proceedings,  and  many  of  those  noble  lords 
to  whom  I  hare  referred,  and  it  is  altogether  inconsistent  with 
a  belief  of  such  communications,  to  suppose  that  a  motion  t>f 
inpeachment  could  be  intended;  for  it  appears  incredibk* 
that  under  such  ciraimstances,  those  high  and  honourable 
characters  could  have  been  induced  to  take  a  part  so  totally 
irreconcileable  with  the  judicial  functions  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  perform. 

V  I  believe  I  am  accurate  in  the  recollection  of  a  ctrcnmstante 
which  just  occurs  to  me*  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  trials 
a  few  years  ago  at  Maidstone,  the  circumstances  of  which  will 
be  easily  recollected.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Ratkes  was 
challenged  as  a  juryman,  and  the  challenge  sustained,  on  ac-> 
count  of  his  having  been  heard  to  utter  intemperate  language 
with  regard  to  the  objects  of  the  trials;  and  this  was  cbnsi* 
dered  as  sufficient  to  disqualify  him  from  sitting  as  a  juryman 
upon  their  trial. 

It  has  been  rumoured,  that  other  modes  of  trial  hare  been 
thought  of,  in  the  shape  of  indictment.  But  on  that  subject^ 
likewise,  I  am  disposed  to  be  incredulous :  for  I  am  sure,  if 
any  such  measure  had  been  in  contemplation,  no  member  (^ 
parliament  would  have  been  induced  to  take  part  in  the  faa« 
rangues  and  resolutions  of  meetings  of  every  description,  and 
even  in  this  metropolis,  calculated  to  poison  the  public  fcd- 
ings,  and  prejudice  the  minds  of  those  from  whom  rfie  jurymen 
must  be  selected^  if  such  criminal  prosecution  were  to  take 
place. 

Upon  this  subject  of  prosecution  by  indictment,  I  must 

•  repeat  the  same  obsertation  I  have  ^{Iready  made  on  that  of 
imi)eachment.  It  would  be  an  attempt  at  dbuble  punishment. 
Fine  or  imprisonment  are  the  usual  modes  of  puni^ment  in 
the  case  of  a  conviction  on  an  indictment  in  a  court  of  law ; 

'  but  'is  there  any  man,  chxumstanced  as  I  have  been  in  nfe, 
who  would  ever  consider  what^has  happened  in  consequence 
of  the  interposition  of  parliament,  as  a  lesser  punishment  than 
that  which  I  have  stated  as  the  usual  result  or  a  criminal  con-' 
viction  ?    This  proposition  may  be  distorted  by  any  subterfoge 

^  which  ingenuity  may  devise;  but  it  is  impossible  seriously  to 

•  maintain,  that  an  attack  npon  me,  in  the  form  of  a  crimmal 
prosecution,  would  not  be  an  attempt  to  load  me  withrriten- 
ted  punishment^  and  that  too,  ^g^-avated  by  the  methods 
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which  have  been  already  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  poi- 
soning and  prejudicing  the  public  mind.  ^ 

These  impressions  are  so  strong  and  so  convincing  to  my 
mind|  that  I  feel  secure  no  further  proceedings  will  be  taken 
against  me^  and  therefore  I  should  think  myself  guilty  of  an 
unnecessary  waste  of  your  time,  if  I  were  to  insist  upon  them 
more  at  large.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  be  aware,  that  in  cases  of . 
persons  of  rank,  and  who  have  filled  high  situations  in  go- 
vernment, their  accusers  may  think  themselves  at  liberty  to 
pursue  lines  of  conduct,  which  would  be  reckoned  reprehen- 
sible and  oppressive,  if  adopted  in  the  case  of  a  cottager  or  a 
peasant :  but  even  that  has  its  bounds,  and  there  are  certain 
fixed  and  unalterable  principles,  which  cannot  be  departed 
from,  in  any  case,  without  weakening  in  the  minds  of  all  ranks, 
that  confidence  in  the  pure  administration  of  justice,  which  is 
essential  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  every  inhabitant  of  a 
free  country. 

I  have  already  expressed  my  hopes,  that  nothing  in  the 
ccMirse  of  Aiis  day  has  fallen  from  me,  in  any  degree  disre- 
spectful to  the  assembly  which,  with  their  indulgence,  I  have 
been  permitted  to  address.  But  I  equally  trust,  I  cannot  be 
liable  to  censure,  if  I  have*  not,  in  any  part  of  what  I  have 
said,  shewn  a  disposition  to  deprecate,  by  humiliating  submis- 
non,  any  of  the  future  evils  which  may  be  in  contemplatioi^ 
against  me.  I  have  lived  too  long  not  to  know,  that  popular 
'  clamour  often  dies  away  as  rapidly  as  it  is  excited.  A  time 
may  come,  and  I  hope  it  is  not  far  distant,  when  those  who 
now  pursue  my  conduct  with  such  unexampled  rigour,  will 
perceive  their  error,  and  become  conscious  of  the  injustice  I 
have  suffered  through  misconception  and  misrepresentation. 

Circumstances  not  in  my  power  with  honour  to  control 
debar  me  from  the  possibility  of  uttering,  what  it  would  be 
undoubtedly  my  personal  interest  to  disclose.  I  despair  not, 
even  in  my  own  time,  to  receive  ample  justice  from  my  de- 
luded country.  This  is,  however,  not  the '  period  to  enter, 
upon  that  theme.  But  I  feel  the  consciousness  of  my  own 
rectitude  deeply  implanted  in  my  breast,  and  I  shall  descend 
to  my  grave  with  the  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that,  however  the 
shafts  cf  sevef;]^.  and  cruelty  may  be  levelled  against  nie  at 
the  jH-esent  Qiotfient,  the  future  impartial  historian  will  l}e 
able  to  hand  down  my  name,  in  the  list  of  th^se  who  have 
strenuously,  and  I  hope  not  ineffectually,  exerted,  during  a 
long  life  of  public  service,  their  unremitting  endeavours  to 
D  d  ;i  .  •       promote 
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promote  the  welfarej  and  the  dearest  and  most  essential  izw 
^  tcrests  of  their  country. 

liord  Melville  having  concluded  and  retired, 
Mr*  Whithread  rose»  and  observed  that  xc  must  have  given 
great  satisfaction  to  the  house,  that  the  noble  lord  who  was 
the  subject  of  the  accusation  that  had  been  brought  forward 
by  him,  and  against  whom  the  house  of  commoAS  had  passed 
resolutions  of  censure,  had  taken  that  opportunity  of  being 
heard  on  the  charges  against  him.    It  would  afford  himself 
complete  pleasure  ir  it  were  compatible  with  the  forms  of  the 
house  that  the  noble  lord  could  be  present  to  answer  such  ar- 
guments as  it  was  his  intention  to  urge  on  this  subject.    The 
taoble  lord,  after  having  stated  in  tlie  strongest  terms  his  in- 
nocence, had  expressed  his  exp^ctatitm  that  posterity  would 
do  him  justice.     But|it  was  impossible  for  the  house  to  take» 
on  this  occasion,  the  assertions  of  the  noble  lord  which  were 
contrary  to  his  own  testimony  on  oath,  and  to  the  declarations 
of  others  also  under  a  similar  sanction.     If  the  noble  lord  was 
willing  even  to  go  to  his  trial,  he  had  stated,  that  there  was  no 
competent  tribunal  in  the  country  to  try  him.  It  was  impossible 
for  him  to  be  tried  on  an  impeachment  before  his  peers,  be- 
cause some  of  them  had  already  prejudged  his  case,  and  no 
impartial  jury  could  be  found  in  the  coimtry  because  their 
minds  had  been  contaminated  against  him.    So  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  nol2le  lord,  there  was  not  a  single 
individual  in  the  whole  country  competent  to  try  him.    To- 
wards the  close  of  his  speech,  the  noble  lord  had  said,  that 
the  former  proceedings  adopted  by  vote  of  the  house,  were 
inconsistent  with  the  motion  he  proposed  to  make  that  night  \ 
but  he  denied  the  assertion.  «  He  called  on  the  learned  gen- 
tleman opposite  (the  Attorney  General)  to  watch  all  that 
should  fall  from  him  on  this  subject,  and  to  correct  him  if  he 
should  be  wrong  |  and  he  repeated,  that  not  one  of  their 
former  proceedings  was  inconsistent  with  the  motion  which 
he  should  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  house  that 
night.     An  hon.  gentleman  had  very  unnecessarily  put  a 
question  to  him,  when  he  first  gave  notice  of  his  motion  of 
that  night,  whether  in  bringing  the  motion  forward  he  acted 
as  the  organ  of  the  committee.    That  hon.  gentleman  knew 
full  well  t^at  he  was  not  the  organ  of  the  committee;  and  he 
had  not  himself  let  fall  a  single  expression  that  could  lead  any 
gentleman  to  suppose  that  he  was.     If  there  were  to  be  any 
organ  pf  the  committee  it  must  unquestionably  have  been  :he 
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chairman.     But  though  the  question  was  put  without  neces- 
sity, it  might  not  have  been  put  without  design.     It  might 
have  been  put  for  the  purpose  of  intimating  that  the  motion 
hud  been  brought  forward  against  the  sense  of  the  committee. 
The  committee,  however,  had  not  come  to  any  decision  or  re- 
solution on  the  subject ;  and  as  a  member  of  that  committee, 
he  looked  upon  himself  as  justified  in  submitting  to  the  house 
of  commons  a  motion,  such  as  he  had  given  notice  of,  founded 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  that  house  of  commons^ 
which  had  with  so  much  honour  to  themselves  voted  the  fe- 
solutions  of  the  8th  and  loth  of  April.     The  first  proceed- 
ing that  ensued  was  a  motion  for  a  committee,  to  inquire  into 
the  matter  of  the  tenth  report,  after  which  a  civil  process  had 
been  proposed.    The  committee  was  agreed  to ;  but  under 
such  restrictions^  as  rendered  their  inquiry  of  little  avail,  as 
vras  afterwards  proved,  and  he  had  then  predicted.     When 
the  motion  was  made  for  instituting  a  civil  suit  against  the 
parties,  an  amendment  had  been  proposed  in  order  ^o  sub- 
stitute a  criminal  prosecution  ?     But  the  civil  suit  had  been 
preferred.     Did  the  civil  suit   preclude  a  criminal  prose- 
ciition  r     And  what  Vould   be  the   consequence  if  such  a 
doctrine  were  to  be  admitted.^    The  cro^vn  might  thereby 
at  any  time  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  and  shelter  a  pub- 
lic delinquent  fi-om  an  impeachment,  by  directing  a  civil 
suit  to  be  commenced  against  him.     But  were  there  never 
in   fact  two  suits,  one   civil   and   the  other  criminal,  car- 
ried on  against  the  same  individual.?    Whenever* the  offence 
vms  so  atrocious  as  to  call  for  exemplary  chastisement,  a  civil 
action  took  place  for  the  recovery  of  the  money,  and  a  crimi- 
nal prosecution  for  the  punishment  of  the  offender.     Not* 
withstanding  all  that  had  been  said  by  the  noble  lord,  he 
could  not  consider,  nor  could  the  house,  nor  would  the  coun- 
try consider,  that  the  bare  recovery  of  the  money  would  be  a 
sufficient  satisfaction  or  punishment  in  the  present  case.     If  it 
were  not  consistent  however  to  commence  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion whilst  a  civil  suit  was  depending,  what  was  the  house  to 
ioi   Whv,  to  cut  the  knot  that  they  could  not  untie*,  fo 
abandon  tue  civil  suit  which  had  been  commenced,  and  to  in- 
stitute the  criminal  prosecution,  which  alone  could  lead  td  an 
adequate  punishment  of  his  delinquency.     'ITiere  was,  how- 
ever, another  course  that  might  be  adopted,  to  suspend  the 
civil  suit  till  the  criminal  prosecution  should  be  brought  to  a 
termination.     But,  said  the  noble  lord,  will  you  place  me,  by 
adopting  the  motion  to  be  submitted  to  you,  in  a  situation  ii^ 
which  no  man  was  ever  placed?  Will  you  subject  me  to  the 
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judgment  of  several  jurisdictions  at  the  same  ttme»  so  that 
the  evidence  taken  in  one  court  might  be  produced  in  another^ 
to  influence  its  decision?    What  was  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Hastings  ?    When  the  impeachm.ent  was  brought  again^  him, 
a  civil  suit  was  also  pending  against  him  in  the  court  of  chan* 
cerj  at  the  suit  of  an  individusd.     What  did  my  Lord  I^ough- 
borough  on  this  occasion  ?    He  directed  the  suit  to  be  sus- 
pended till  the  impeachment  should  be  decided.    This  was 
exactly  what  he  proposed^  and  he  was  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (the  Attorney 
General)  had  not  made  such  progress  in  the  suit  yet,  and  that 
no  evidence  had  yet  been  produced  in  that  cause,  which  would* 
be  detrimental  to  the  noble  lord  if  produced  on  the  impeach- 
ment..   With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  lord's 
sjpeech,  in  which  he  had  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  the  hbuse» 
he  was  as  much  alive  as  any  hon.  gentleman  to  the  force  of  it. 
He  was  not  insensible  to  the  feelings  of  the  noble  lord's  family 
or  relatives,  or  to  the  degraded  state  in  which  the  noble  lord 
ha4  represented  himself  as  placed.    He  felt  unfeigned  sorrow 
and  regret  on  the  occasion,  but  was  it  consistent  with  his  pub* 
lie  duty,  to  shrink  from  the  prosecution  of  measures  which  he 
deemed  essential  to  the  public  welfare  in  obedience  to  such 
feelings  ?    The  situation  of  the  noble  lord  was  the  same  as 
that  of  all  great  public  delinquents.     As  to  the  defence  which 
the  noble  lord  had  thought  proper  to  make,  so  far  was  he  from 
thinking  it  a  justification,  that,  in  hb  opinion,  it  furnished 
additional  documents,  aggravating  even  those  parts  of  his  case 
oti  which  the  house  of  commons  had  already  voted  condenmap* 
tion.    The  noble  lord  has  said  that  he  was  already  punished* 
How  ?    The  resolutions  were  voted  against  him,  smd  on  the 
^  same  night  a  motion  made  for  an  address  for  his  removal  from 
office,  which  was  not  agreed  to.     The  noble  lord  then  resigned, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  suffering  him  to  withdraw 
.  himself  from  the  vote  of  the  house.    When  notice  had  been 
given  of  a  motion  for  an  address  for  his  removal  from  hi« 
majesty's  councils,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  again  withdrew 
him  from  the  vengeance  of  the  houfie.    So  that  it  was  not  in 
consequence  of  a  vote  of  that  house,  but  of  the  advice  of  the' 
right  hon.  gentleman,  though  he  had  before  stated  his  intention 
pot  to  give  such  advice  to  his  majesty,  that  thenoble  lord  had 
been  strutk  out  of  the  1  ist  of  privy  counsellors.    The  additional 
circumstances  that  had  now  come  out  with  respect  to  the  tenth 
report,  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  house  not  to  adopt  the 
impeachment  or  some  criminal  prosecution.     It  mightbe  said 
that  the  committee  had  no  power  to  investigate  the  question 
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of  participation,  and  he  admitted  that  no  such  power  was 
delegated  to  them,  and  that  they  had  no  intention  df  going 
into  it.  But  the  matter  came  before  them  incidentally,  so  a» 
to  warrant  him  in  charging  upon  Lord  Melville,  that  he  did 
participate,  and  it  would  have  been  a  dereliction  of  duty  in 
them  on  such  a  case  not  to  have  gone  into  it.  To  reduce  the 
question  to  the  analogy  with  private  life.  Suppose  a  gentle* 
.  man  employed  a  solicitor  to  settle  the  books  of  his  agent,  and 
aot  suspecting  the  integrity  of  the  agent  told  the  solicitor 
lie  need  not  inquire  very  closely  into  the  accounts,  as  he  was 
convinced  of  the  man's  honesty.  If  the  solicitor  should  dis- 
cover traces  of  corruption  in  the  accounts,  would  he  not  be 
bound  to  report  them  to  his  employer?  So  the  commit- 
tee, when  incidentally  made  acquainted  with  these  circum- 
stances, fidt  themselves  bound  to  report  them  to  the  house^ 
and  when  they  are  laid  before  the  house  what  course  was  to  be 
taken  but  by  impeachment?  They  were  yet  but  on  the  brink 
and  verge  of  the  discoveries  that  would  be  made.  They 
oiight  judge  of  what  wds  to  come,  by  what  had  been  already 
fbond  out;  as  a  giant's  stature  might  be  judged  of  by  the 
paring  of  his  nails.  He  called  on  the  house,  therefore,  to 
▼otc  tor  the  impeachment  of  the  noble  lordi  on  three  distinct 
grounds :  ist.  On  the  ground  of  his  connivance  at  a  breach, 
and  of  a  high  breach  of  duty.  2dl  y,  On  the  ground  of  his  par- 
ticipation with  Mr.  Trotter;  and  3clly,  on  his  having  obtained^ 
unddr  fraudulent  pretexts,  a  release  for  certain  stims  of  money 
due  of  the  late  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe.  As  to  the  first,  the  house 
of  commons  has  declared,  that  the  noble  lord  has  been  guilty 
of  an  evasion  of  the  law,  which  the  noble  lord  denied,  admit- 
ting, however,  the  breach  of  duty,  though  not  a  gross  one. 
But  he  contended  that  the  noble  lord  had  commiued  a  breach 
both  of  the  law  and  of  his  duty.  He  should  not  take  up  the  time 
ttftfae  house  by  noticing  the  observations  of  the  noble  lordon  the 
resolutions,butshould come/iirectly  to  tbegroundsof  the  charge. 
It  appeared  first,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  an  unlimited  power  of 
drawing  the  money  voted  for  navy  services  to  any  amount 
firomtke  bank.  He  drew  at  one  time  a  million,  and  might 
dnw,  as  he  perhaps  had  sometimes  done,  all  that  was  in  the 
{nmk.  This  was  one  of  the  grand  charges  agaif^t  Lord  Mcl- 
irille,that  by  conniving  at  this  practice  he  suffered  the  money 
to  be  carried  beyond  his  control,  for  when  once  lodged  in  the 
bank  of  Messrs.  Coutts,  it  might  be  applied  by  them  as  they 
pleased.  What  was  added  to  this  by  the  report  of  the  select 
comipittee  ?    That  the  power  which  Lord  Melville  had  given 
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to  Rlr.  Trotter  had  been  delegated' by  this  latter  on  his  going 
to  Scotland  to  Mr.  Wilson,  with  whom  he  left  blank  drafts ; 
so  that  neither  having  a  control  oyer  the  other,  the  practice 
might  be  continued  through  all  the  clerks  in  the  office,  and 
the  dangers  to  the  public  treasury  multiplied.  The  deputy's 
'  deputy,  he  was  afraid,  was  too  common  in  office.  He  had 
formerly  stated,  that  he  thought  it  highly  improper,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Canning)  to  continue  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  same  situation  which 
he  held.  But  having  seen  that  gentleman  before  the  select 
committee,  he  thought  it  but  justice  to  him  to  say  that  his  de- 
meanour was  correct  and  proper,  and  that  according  to  what 
he  had  heard,  he  behaved  very  well  in  the  business  of  his  of- 
fice :  but  then  he  had  refused  to  answer  ^questions  which 
might  lead  to  a  discovery  of  malversations,  and  on  that  ac- 
count he  repeated,  that  it  was  improper  in  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  continue  him  in  the  same  office,  when  such  con« 
duct  ought  to  be  marked  by  some  punishment  on  the  .part  of 
tlie  public.  The  noble  lord  had  said,  that  till  this  day  he  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  on  the  charges  against 
him.  Had  he  not  been  examined  upon  oath  before  the  com- 
missioners of  naval  inquiry  ?  If  he  wished  to  be  heard  before 
the  house,  he  should  have  written  to  the  speaker  to  that  ef- 
fect when  the  tenth  report  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  He 
wrote  to  the  commiteioners  to  be  re-examined,  but  they  de- 
clined, having  made  their  report  to  all  the  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature. Did  he  then  write  to  the  speaker  to  be  heard  ? 
No.  But  his  letter  to  the  commissioners  was  laid  on  the 
table  as  containing  a  full  justification.  No  charge  of  partici- 
pation had  been  made  before  this  occasion,  and  the  defence  of 
the  noble  lord  had  strengthened  the  impression  on  his  mind. 
The  noble  lord  had  stated  that  the  bill  for  regulating  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  office  was  less  perfect  than  the  army  pay  office 
bill.  But  if  it  had  not  been  adequate  to  its  purpose,  who 
was  to  blame  ?  If  he  neglected,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
amendment  of  his  bill  when  he  found  it  defective,  had  not 
the  public  cause  to  accuse  the  noble  lord  of  inattenticm  to  his 
duty  ?  With  regard  to  Mr.  Trotter,  through  whose  agency 
the  whole  business  had  been  conducted,  had  the  noble  lord 
represented  him  as  a  person  not  to  be  credited  ?  It  had  been 
stated  by  the  noble  lord,  that  the  money  had  been  drawn  in 
small  sums  from  the  bank,  and  yet,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Trotter  in  Scotland,  forty  thousand  pounds  had  been  drawn 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  the.  person  by  whose  desire  that  sum  had 
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been   drawn,  stated    the  drafts   to    have   been    for  small 
sams.    The  noble  lord  had  made  an  extraordinary  assertion 
relative  to  the  participation  of  Mr.  Trotter,  which  he  ac- 
coxmted  for  from  his  being  a  Scotchman,  namely,  that  as  it 
was  customary  in  Scotland  for  persons  lodging  money  in  the 
bank  to  be  allowed  some  share  of  the  interest  arising  upon  ity 
he  derived  the  same  advantage  from  the  money  he  lodged  at 
Cotttts's.    No  such  practice  obtained  in  this  country,  and  the 
noble  lord  and  Mr.  Trotter  had  lived  long  enough  in  England 
to  know  some  allowance  was  made  on  extraordinary  transao- 
tions  leaving  large  balances  in  a  banker's  hands,  but  none  at 
all  on  small  sums.     The  noble  lord  had  %aid  that  he  never 
saw  Mr.  Trotter's  accounts  with  Messrs.  Coutts  till  he  saw 
the  report ;  and  if  Mr.  Trotter  had  deceived  Lord  Melville  in 
this  instance,  whatever  may  have  been  the  merit  of  his  sug- 
gestions which  led  to  the  bills  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
property  and  claims  of  seamen,  all  of  which  were  good,  he 
ought  not  to  have  been  continued  in  his  situation.    The  noble 
loiS  had  said,  that  if  Mr.  Trotter  had  been  asked  in  this  or 
that  manner,  he  would  have  Answered  fuUy.     But  the  fact 
was,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  been  asked  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
whfther  Lord  Melville  had  participated,  to  which  he  would 
give  no  answer.     As  to  the  excuse  of  the  mixed  account,  was 
any  man  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  the  proportions  might 
not  have  been  immediately  ascertained,  of  the  different  funds 
constituting  it,  by  simple  subtraction  ?   If  Mr.  Trotter's  books 
and  Messrs.  Coutts's  books  had  been  lost,  yet  Messrs.  Coutts 
remembering  the  aggregate  sum  due  to  Mr,  Trotter  to  have 
been  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  though  they  might  not 
recollect  the  items  that  made  up  that  aggregate,  Mr.  Trotter, 
bf  inquiring  of  the  different  sub-accomptants  their  respec- 
tive balances,  might   have   ascertained  how  much  of  that 
aggregate  was. public  and  how  much  was  private.     The  whole 
of  Mr.  Trotter's  funds  must  have  been  public  money,  or  de- 
rived from  the  misapplication   of  public   itaoncy.     He  had 
been  recommended  to  Lord  Melville,  and  appointed  to  a  place 
with  a  salary  of  500I.  a  year;  and  it  was  impossible  with  such 
means  he  could  have  had  money  to  lend  to  such  amount,  if 
not  derived  from  the  use  of  the  public  money.     The  noble 
lord  had  said  that  the  money  had  been  drawn  from  the  bank 
only  for  navy  services  :  if  that  were  the  case  it  might  have 
been  safer  to  keep  it  in  a  private  bank,  than  in  the  hands  of 
the  accomptants  :    but  then  why  not  amend  the  bill?     The 
noble  lord  had  revived  an  argument  whi<^x  he  was  surprised 
Vol.  IIL  1805.     ,  Ee  to 


Digitized- by  VjOOQIC 


SIO  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [Commovs^ 

to  hear,  because  it  had  been  abandoned  by  every  one  else,  that 
neither  loss  had  accrued  to  the  public,  nor  delay  occurred  in 
any  payment,  and  he  was  /therefore  ashamed  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  house  by  considering  such  an  argument.  The 
act  when  brought  in  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
had  been  represented  as  calculated  to  remedy  all  the  defects  in 
the  office,  and  the  person  who  was  to  succeed  to  the  office,  as 
the  most  fit  for  it.  Before  he  should  examine  whether  any 
particular  toss  had  been  sustained  by  the  public,  or  whether 
the  noble  lord  had  participated  with  Mr.  Trotter,  he  wished 
to  advert  to  one  circumstance ;  the  increase  of  salary  to  Lord 
Melville  of  200oL  per  .annum,  being  in  coDaideration  of  lodg- 
ing the  tiavy  service  money  in  the  bank  of  England,  and 
giving  up  the  use  of  it,  was  for  sixteen  years  lost  to  the  public^ 
as  the  money  bad  not  been  left  in  the  bank.  There  was  ano- 
ther circumstance  also  which  he  wished  to  advert  to  before 
he  came  to  consider  the  qpi^tion  of  participation.  The  noble 
lord  had  said  that  there  were  only  two  persons,  himself  and 
Mr.  Trotter,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  transactions.  Was 
.the  noble  lord  ignorant  tliat  Mr.  Trotter  had  refused  to  an- 
swer before  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry  ?  that  he 
had  been  several  times  examined  before  the  committee,  and 
refused  to  answer  whether  Mr.  Tierney  had  participated;  and 
then  after  three  days  consideration  he  had  returned  lyith  a 
written  statement,  admitting  that  he  had  only  advanced  from 
ID  to  2o,oooI.  to  Lord  Melville,  and  that  Mr.  l^iemey,  as 
every  body  knew,  had  derived  no  profit  from  the  use  of  the 
public  money.  He  had  afterwards  repeated  the  same  informa- 
tion before  the  select  committee,  which  the  noble  lord  had 
not  contradicted.  As  he  had  proceeded  by  degrees  in  his  evi- 
dence, there  was- reason  to  think  that  when  properly  roused 
he  would  give  more.  From  what  tad  appeared  before  the 
select  committee  there  were  additional  grounds  to  suspect  the 
^  noble  lord  of  participation.  "Was  not  his  confidence  in  Mr. 
Trotter,  and  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Trotter  to  answer,  a  strong 
presumption  of  participation?  And  was  that  presumption 
lessened  by  the  habitual  mode  of  expression  of  the  noble  lord? 
He  was  more  than  ever  inclined  to  suspect  that  the  noble 
lord  had  participated.  It  was  a  presumption  too|  that  as  Mr. 
Trotter  could  have  none  but  public  money,  and  Lord  Melville 
borrowed  from  him,  he  had  participated.  When  his  lordship 
had  declared  that  he  had  not  knowingly  participated,  he  was 
not  aware  that  a  balance  of  5000L  had  remained  in  his  hands 
from  his  ex-treasuryship,  which  had  not  been  paid  till  within 
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these  few  weeks.  Another  strong  presumption  was,  that  his 
lordship  had  never  mentioned  the  practice  in  the  office  to  the 
commissioners  of  accounts  in  1786,  nor  the  committee  of 
finances  in  1796.  Another  strong  presumption  arose  from  . 
the  destruction  of  books  of  accounts,  which  did  not  belong  to 
the  parties  only,  but  were  also  the  property  of  the'  public,  and 
would  have  been  preserved,  if  not  destroyed  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  inquiry.  His  lordship  had  stated  in  his  letter  to 
the  commissiorers,  that  he  had  been  in  the  occasional  habit 
of  destroying  useless  papers ;  and  yet  what  appeared  to  be  ah 
inconsistency  on  the  face  of  it,  he  informed  them,  that  he 
had  no  documents  for  making  out  the  account  they  desired* 
Amongst  the  aggravations  that  had  been  brought  to  light  in 
the  select  committee,  it  had  appeared,  thiK  larger  advances 
than  were  before  known  had  been  made  to  his  lord^ip  with- 
out interest ;  and  yet  his  lordship  had  unblushingly  toldthem 
that  he  would  never  reveal  the  application  of  some  of  these 
advances.  Before  the  select  committee,  Mr.  Trotter  had 
confessed  that  the  books  had  been  destroyed,  in  conformity 
-to  a  release  executed  between  him  and  Lord  Melville.  The 
BoUe  lord-had  said  mfuch  of  this  release,  but  his  suspicion  had 
been  strengthened  by  it.  It  was  not  till  he  had  been  two 
years  out  of  office,  that  the  thought  struck  Mr.  Trotter,  that 
such  a  release  was  necessary.  In  the  interval  between  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  commission  of  naval  inquiry  and  the  signing 
of  the  release  on  the  i8th  February,  a  precept  had  been  issued 
by  the  commissioners  of  inquiry  on  the  1 7th  of  January  for 
an 'account  of  the  balances  in  the  navy  office.  The  noble  lord 
had  denied  having  given  any  instructions  for  preparing  such 
-a  deed,  but  Mr.  Spottiswoode  had  beenlagent  for  both  parties, 
and  knew  what  course  the  nature  of  their  transactions  requi- 
red. In  the  common  sense  view  of  it,  he  agreed  that  the 
clause  for  the  destruction  of  papers  was  nonsensical,  yet  after 
the  release  was  executed,  the  sympathetic  conflajTration  took 
place  here  and  in  Scotland.  The  noble,  lord  had  stated  the 
clause  to  be  in  the  common  form,  but  he  appealed  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  opposite,  and  to  every  man  acquainted 
with  it,  whether  it  was  so.  They  had  examined  Mr.  Spottis- 
wodde  and  Mr.  Robinson,  his  partner,  and  they  knew  no- 
thing of  such  clauses.  Mr.  Innes,  a  Scotch  gentleman  whom 
they  had  also  examined,  stated,  that  a  clause  for  giving  up 
vouchers  was  nsual  in  Scotland,  but  never  for  their  destruc- 
tion. Was  not  that  overstrained  anxiety  to  conceal  the  trans- 
action a  presumption  of  guilt  i    These  were  the  circumstances 
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that  had  appeared  before  the  select  committee  to  strengthen 
the  presumption  of  his  participation.  There  was  another  new 
circumstance  also  which  had  come  out  before  that  committeey 
and  afforded  a  strong  presumption  of  his  lordship's  guilt.  He 
was  the  more  disposed  to  state  thia  circumstance  as  it  came 
out  in  evidence  before  the  committee,  inasmuch  as  it  exo- 
nerated the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  from  any  knowledge  of  private  emolument 
having  been  derived  from  the  use  of  public  money.  But  it 
was  therefore  the  greater,  aggravation  of  the  guilt  of  Lord 
Melvilkj  who  had  been  that  riglit  honourable  gentleman's^ 

.brother  minister,  who  had  been  the  confidential  friend  of  that 

.right  hon.  gentleman,  to.  whom  the  administration  of  the 
finances  of  the  country  was  intrusted,  and  who  nevertheless 

,  had  GOAiqealed  from  him  this  criminal  practice^  which  that 
right  hon,  gentleman  had  declared  he  would  have  put  a  stop 
to  if  he  knew  of  it.  The  noble  lord  had  not  told  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  as  he  had  done  the  commissioners,  that  the 
money  was  drawn  and  lodged  in  a  private  banker's  for  safety» 

•  but  that  be  believed  the  drafts  were  not  increased  beyond 
what  the  service  required.  He  could  not  but  think,  howeverj 
that  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  deficient  in  duty,  in 
•not  having  inquired  further  into  the  business.    He  had  too 

.  much  confidence  in  the  noble  lord,  and  had  been  betrayed  by 
his  friend.  What  had  Lord  Harrowby  said  when  asked 
whether  he  knew  of  any  abuses  in  the  office  i  that  he  had  not 
inquired,  because  the  office  had  been  regulated  by  various 
acts  of  parliament,  brought  in  by  his  immediate  predecessor, 
and  having  been  a  member  of  the  committee  in  1797,  he  had 
no  reason  to  suppose  any  abuses  existed.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  said  before  the  committee,  that  he 
did  not  thiiik  Lord  Melville  adverted  to  the  act,  or  thought 
the  practice  illegal.  The  noble  lord  had  adverted  to  the  in- 
firmity of  Mr.  Trotter's  memory,  and  that  was  one  reason  why 
the  documents  ought  to  have  been  preserved.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  himself,  who  was  one  of  the  brightest  stars 
amongst  those  whom  talents  and  oratory  rendered  eminent  in 
the  world,  he  whose  prodigious  powers  of  recollection  could 
command  transactions  and  events  of  distant  periods,  and  bring 
them  to  bear  on  the  question  immediately  under  discussion, 
even  he,  in  time  of  need,  could  not  draw  upon  his  memory 
for  occurrences  that  had  taken  place  within  a  few  years  back. 
He  could  not  recollect  whether  he  had  made  any  written  me- 
morandum of  the  conversation.  These  circumsances,  and  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  this  new  cirGuinstance>  ag^iKitcd  the  guilt ;  ^nd  if  on 
a  trial  the  noble  lord  were  to  challenge  every  juryman,  and 
select  his  own  twelve  men,  it  would  be  im|)ossible  for  them  not 
to  convict  him.  The  evidence  was  circumstantial,  but  there 
were  no  circumstances  that  might  not  be  overthrown  by  a  fact. 
He  did  not  call  for  conviction  on  circumstances  ^  but  that  the 
noble  lord  should  be  put  upon  his  trial,  when  his  lordship 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  disproving  those  facts,  which 
he  would  pledge  himself  to  anbstantiate.  The  hon«  gentleman 
then  proceeded  to  comment,  on*  that  part  of  his  lordship's  de- 
fence which  related  to  the  sums  Mr.  Trotter  was  at  different 
times  in  advance,  to  him,  and  contended  that  their  assertions 
were  contradictory,  and  that  that  was  another  reason  for 
sending  them  to  trial.  He  then  adverted  to  the  sums  drawn 
through  Mr.  Tweedie,  and  c(xitended  that  no  account  was 
.given  where  or  when  the  sums  were  received,  or  where  or 
when  they  were  paid.  It  was  pcrfettiv  unexplained  by  Lord 
Melville  to  what  public  purpose  be  nad  applied  the  public 
money  that  had  been  from  time  to  time  advanced  to  him.-«- 
He  had  not  been  in  any  high  situation  in  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment in  1786,  when  Mr.  Douglas  was  paymaster,  that 
would  afford  him  the  pretext  for  asserting  that  he  had  ap- 
plied the  money  to  confidential  services-,  yet  he  will  not 
reveal,  he  does  not  oSac  to  state  it  even  to  a  secret  committee. 
If  he  would  state  it  even  to  a  jury  of  honour  composed  of 
his  right  hon*  friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  the  right  hon^  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham),  who  had  formerly  been  in  ofHce,  and  any  other 
honourable  man,  and  they  should  acquaint  the  house  that 
they  were  satisfied  with  his  explanation,  he  too. would  be  satis* 
.£ed.  If  the  noble  lord  had  any  friend  in  the  house,  if  he  had 
any  relation-,  if  he  had  those  feelings  which  belong  to  persons 
in  high  situations,  he  would  apply  to  the  house  to  do  away  all 
that  had  been  done,  if  it  would  interfere  with  further  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  put  him  on  his  trial.  What  did  the  noble 
lord  ?  He  says  I  am  innocent,  but  do  not  try  me,  and  he 
adds,  that  posterity  will  do  him  justice. 

The  hon.  gentleman  came  to  the  confideration  of  the 
third  charge  againft  the  noble  lord.  He  charged  his  lord* 
fhip  with  having  obtained  24,0001.  from  the  public  on  falfe 
ilatements,  in  the  affair  of  Jellicoe's  balances.  That  perfon 
bad  been  in  the  h<ibjt  of  leaving  his  accounts  deficient. 
Lord  Melville  at  length  fufpefted  the  caufe  ;  and  had  h^ 
then  attended  to  the  fituation  and  propofal  of  that  unfoitu- 
jiate  man,  he  might  have  lived  to  an  old  age  with  honour 
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4o  hJs  famHy,  and  the  enjoyment  of  peace  of  mind.  He 
had  been  tempted  by  his  fituation  into  coupfes  fatal  to  his 
honour  and  happinefs.  Every  thing  that  came  out  relative 
to  him,  Ihewed  he  had  been  tempted  to  ufe  money  lying* 
by  negligence,  too  long  in  bis  band.  What  ought  Lord 
Mciville  to  have  done  when  he  difcovered  the  real  cafe  } 
He  ought  to  have  fufpendedijellicoe ;  and  to  have  taken 
fecuritics  offered  him  for  the  repayment  of  the  deficiency. 
But  he  permitted  the  abufe  to  go  on,  and  the  refult  was  moft 
unfortunate.  He  bad  too  much  reafon  to  fear  the  noble 
lotxl  had  not  done  this  from  pity  for  Jellicoe*  It  was  rather 
to  beprefumedfhehad  dreaded  thatjeliicoe  n^ight  have  faid  to 
him,  if  too  rigidly  purfued,  *<  that  which  thou  judged,  thou 
doft  commit  thyfeif."  A  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
to  him  (Mr.  G.  Rofe)  had  given  an-evidence  on  this  fubjeft, 
of  a  dourilhing  and  dangerous  defcription,  very  oppofite  to 
the  ufual  charaAer  of  that  gentleman.  No  man,  in  general, 
could  be  more  prudent  or  fegacioCis  in  bis  anfwers.  Mono* 
fyltables  were  frequent  with  him  in  all  difficult  cafes  ;  and 
if  he  were  to  be  alked  for  an  antidote  for  the  fined  fpeech 
ever  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  he  ihould  recommend 
an  anfwer  from  that  right  hon.  gentleman.  Yet,  for  once, 
he  gives  a  florid  and  reafoning  anfwer.  He  fays,  it  was 
an  a6fc  of  bare  juflice  to  grant  the  warrant;  and  he  would 
have  granted  it  even  to  an  enemy.  He  heard  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  aflertion;  but  would  he  have  done  fo  to  a 
political  enemy  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  fhould  have 
fhewn  the  reafons  for  granting  the  warrant.  He  fliould  have 
Ihewn  that  the  greater  part  ofthe  money  loft  through  Jelli- 
coe  had  been  left  balances  in  his  hands  during  the  adinini- 
ftration  of  Lord  Melville's  predeceiibrs,  as  had  been  ailerted. 
Did  he  do  fo  ?  Before  the  noble  lord,  the  dei\ciency  had 
never  amounted  to  more  thsm  7,0001.  and  had  been  reduced 
to  900L  when  his  lordfhip^ame  into  office.  Under  Lord 
Melville  it  increafed,  at  one  time»  to  37,0001.  I'he  whole 
deficiency,  therefore,  was  Jlis  lordihip's,  except  900l.  for 
which  his  predecefibrs  wcire  anfwerable.  But  when  the . 
deficiency  is  finally  annoqnced,  was  the  utmoft  done  to 
recover  the  balance  from  Jellicoe^s  affairs?  From  1793  up 
to  laOO  no  mcafures  were  aftively  taken  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  fums  too  that  had  been  paid  prior  to  the  warrant  of 
the  privy  fcal  were  paid  to  his  lordfhip's  account,  and  no 
part  placed  to  that  of  his  predeceiibrs;  and  551.  difcovered 
afterwards  and  obtained  from  Jellicoe's  efTcds  were  paid» 
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to  whotD  ? — to  the  public  trcafury  ?  No  !  they  went  td  pay 
the  fees  of  the  warrant  granted  to  his  lordihip  !  So  that  he 
did  not  pay  even  for  the  paper  of  bis  title  deeds.  After  all, 
the  right  boo.  gentleman  ihould  bare  fhewn  his  precedents 
for  acquittance  in  this  cafe.  If  it  demanded  acquittance  in 
equity,  tlie  method  (hould  have  been  otherwife.  I'his  was 
excufed  by  no  precedent.  The  noble  lord  had  faid  much 
to  induce  the  houie  to  believe  in  a  ftory  he  made  of  his.  pre- 
ferences of  one  40001.  per  annum  before  another.  It  was 
plain,  however,  that  bis  lordfhip  always  looked  upon  the 
treafurerihip  of  the  navy  as  a  finecure,  and  a  place  for  his 
private^  emolument.  He  had  faid  that  place  was  always 
defigaed  to  go  with  the  board  of  control.  That  was  a 
lingular  and  hardy  ailertion.  But  if  fo^  why  has  not  the 
nobie  lord  oppofite  to  him  (Lord  Caftlereagh)  the  treafurer- 
Ihip  of  the  navy  ?  Lord  Melville  held  various  places  of 
emolument,  and  they*are  torn  into  fragments,  and  I'cattered 
about  among  many,  all  of  whom  he  muft  fuppoic  to 
be  content,  llien  why  was  his  lovdfhip  to  hold  the 
treafuredhip  of  the  navy  merely  for  pilvate  emolument  ? 
His  lordihip  had  formerly,  and  now  talked  of  retirement 
from  the  cares  and  hazards  of  ftate.  Yet  on  the  firft  glimpfe 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  near  him  returning  to  office, 
he  hurries  to  town,  from  his  beloved  and  praifed  retire- 
ment, with  40  or  50  proxies  in  his  pocket,  totnakc  his  path 
XDore  fecure  and  pleafant ;  never  once  recoliefting  that  he 
was  old  or  infirm,  or  fick  of  what  he  had  been  doing  for 
fo  many  years.  Nor  on  this  return  will  he  leave  go  of  the 
treafurerfhip  of  the  navy,  but  holds  it  faft,  as  the  fafeft 
means  of  private  emolument ;  and  therefore  he  could  give 
DO  degree  of  credit  to  his  lordihip's  proteftations  of  prefer- 
ence to  places  on  motives  of  public  duty.  Of  the  punifh- 
ment  his  lordfhip  had  already  received,  he  would  only  now 
fay,  he  fhould  have  forbone  if  no  new  matter  had  incident- 
ally come  out  in  the  feleS  committee.  But  it  was  not  for 
puniihmenror  convi6\ion  that  he  called  on  the  houfe.  He 
required  only  that  Lord  Melville  be  put  on  his  trial.  His 
friends  had  formerly  called  for  trial,  and  had  even  rudely 
reproached  the  majority  of  the  houfe  with  denying  it.  He 
bad  therefore  expected  that. the  firft  notice  of  an  impeach- 
nient  would  have  been  joined  by  iiis  friends  with  acciama- 
tion*  He  now  called  on  every  mend  of  Lord  Melville,  to 
put  bim  on  his  trial.  He  had  been  accufed  of  cruelty ;  but 
he  would  fay,  this  was  no  cruelty  ;  and  he  hoped  it  would 
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be  found,  he  had  not  that  day  departed  from  the  fair  and 
juft  motives  that  induced  him  nrft  to  bring  the  fubjeft 
before  the  houf^.  It  might  be  faid,  that  this  was  a  time  of 
too  great  difficulty  for  impeachment ;  that  the  enemy  we 
had  to  contend  with  was  wife,  and  our  own  minifters  weak  and 
incapable ;  and  that  every  hand  fhould  be  employed  in  turning 
afide  the  danger  which  threatens  us.  He  deemed  it  unfor- 
tunate that  the  houfe  muft  be  fo  occupied  with  fuch  an 
enemy,  and  fo  poorly  provided  with  wifdom  at  home.  But 
tliere  was  no  trial  for  great  crimes  but  in  the  moment  of 
detcSion.  If  they  are  ever  fufFered  to  pafs  away  without 
examination  and  punilhmenr,  the  public  feeling  refpefting 
them  cannot  be  revived ;  there  is  fomething  in  the  human 
heart  that  revolts  at  that,  and  the  fault  of  lofs  of  time,  is 
that  of  the  party  .accufcc).  It  is  his  conduft  that  creates  the 
neceflit^,  and  the  nation,  fo  circumftanced,  lofes  more  by 
foibeanftg  to  profecule,  than  by  any  length  of  trial.  But 
tlie  impeachment  need  not  occupy  fo  much  time  as  was 
apprehended.  The  trial  of  Lord  Macclesfield  occupied 
only  25  days  ;  and  he  would  pledge  himfelf,  that  the  trial 
of  Lord  Melville  need  not  take  up  more.  The  greatnefs  of 
the  expence  might  alfo  be  objeded.  But  fuch  a  trial  would 
be  real  economy  in  a  nation  fituated  as  this  is.  The  country, 
if  not  too  poor  to  be  robbed,  is  not  too  poor  to  demand 
jufticc.  Nor  can  any  expence  be  too  great,  to  prove  Lord 
Melville's  innocence,  if  that  was  to  be  the  refult.  His 
lordfliip  had  dwelt  on  his  greatnefs  ;  he  had  been  raifed  to 
another  houfe  of  higher  dignity  than  this  ;  that  he  had  not 
been  raifed  to  that  dignity  by  a  monarch  whom  he  had 
deceived  and  betrayed,  was  an  ohjeft  worthy  of  being  afcer- 
tained.  He  was  a  new  peer,  raifed  to  that  dignity  under  a 
minifter^  now  a  member  alfo  of  the  fame  houfe  (Lord 
Sidmouth),  of  whom  he  would  fay,  he  would  never  have 
advifed  his  majefty  to  raife  Lord  Melville  to  that  dignity, 
had  he  known  of  the  tranfa£lion$  now  known  to  the  houfe 
of  commons.  But  if  a  peer  is  difgraced  by  his  praftices,  it 
ought  to  be  known  to  that  houfe  that  he  is  a  difgraced  man. 
Such  a  charaAer  is  not  meant  to  fit  there.  He  concluded 
by  obferving,  that  he  would  not  moVe  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment then,  but  would  content  himfelf  with  mov- 
ing, *'  That  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Melville  be  impeached 
of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors." 

Mr.  Bondi  after  exprei&ng  his  agreement  in  opinion  with 
tlie  hon.  gentleman  that  fome  further  fteps  fhould  be  taken 
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IQ  this  aiFair,  declared  his  diflent  from  him  in  the  mode 
which  he  propofed  Co  purfue^i  to  which  he  Ihould  therefore 
offer  an  amendment.  The  proceedings  of  the  houfe  in  this 
buiinefs  feemed  to  have  become  fomewhat  emharrailed,  and, 
with  the  leave  of  the  houfei  he  would  take  a  (hort  review  of 
them.  When  the  hon.  gentleman  fird  brought  forward  his 
motion  for  a  cenfure  of  the  conduft  of ^  Lord  Melville,  he 
had  voted  againft  it,  becaufe  he  confidered  it  as  premature^ 
and  that  it  was  not  founded  on  a  knowledge  of  all  the  cir- 
Gumftances  of  the  cafe.  The  motion,  however,  for  cenfure 
had  been  carried.  The  next  ftcp  was  the  appointment  of  a 
feted  committee  to  inveftigate  ctofely  the  allegations  of  the 
tenth  report.  Reftridions  were  impofed  on  that  committee, 
(ktisfaftory,  no  doubt,^  to  thofe  who  propofed  them,  but 
quite  the  reverfe  to  him.  The  qiieftion  that  then  came 
to  be  difculTed  was,  whether  a  civil  or  a  criminalprofecution 
fliould  be  inftituted.  Refolutions  of  cenfure  had  already 
been  paiTed  againft  kord  Melville.  He  could  not  agree  with 
thofe  who  aiTerted  that  this  was  no  punifhment  of  the  noble 
lord  ;  he  (hould  think  himfelf  wantmg  in  refpefk  to  the  digl 
mtj  of  the  houfe,  did  he  agree  with  them ;  for  his  part,  he 
ihould  confider  the  eXprefled  difapprobition  of  the  houfe, 
as  one  of  the  greateft  calamliies  that  could  befall  him.  After 
tbb,  Lord  Melville  refigned  his  high  iituation  as  tirft  lord 
of  the  admiralty.;  and  here  again  he  mull  differ  from  thofe 
who  aflerted  that  this  was  not  the  neceflary  effeft  of  the 
Tote  of  cenfure.  The  Ariking  off  of  the  noble  lord's  name 
from  the  lift  of  the  privy  council  was  unqueflionably  the 
effeA  of  tliat  vote.  Under  th^fe  circumft  mces,  feeling  that 
this  punifhment  was  in  itfelf  fevere,  and  being  fatisfied  tliat 
if  the  ends  of  juftice  were  fatisfied,  the  mod  lenient  modes 
Ihould  be  adopted  for  that  purpofe,  he  fupportcd  the  motion 
for  a  civil  procefs,  becaufe  that  was  the  milder  meaiure. 
Tlie  queftion  now  was,  is  there  not  new  matter  fufficit  nt  to 
warrant  a  different  mode  of  procedure  from  that  urlgiaally 
adopted?  He  contended  that  the  circumflances  recently 
difclofed  were  not  only  new,  but  in  a  much  higher  degree 
criminating  than  any  that  had  hitherto  appealed.  T.ey 
proved  decidedly  the  participation  of  Lord  VleJvihe  in  the 

? refits  made  by  his  agent.  In  the  firfl:  place,  IO,OJUl.  which 
.ord  Melville  avowed  to  have  been  expended  in  the  (eciet 
fervice  of  Scotland,  and  which  he  declared,  on  being  quef- 
ttoned  as  to  its  application,  that  no  human  power  {hould 
wrench  it  from  him ;  was  that  a  fatisfadory  anfwer  ?  Was 
It  not  rather  a  moft  dftngerous  precedent  ?  and  who  could 
Vox..  lU.  lao^  F  f 
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fay  at  what  point  it  migl^t  Aop  ?  Did  the  nobte  lord  lend 
this  Ibm,  or  give  it  away  ?  If  it  was  a  gift,  when  was  it 
repaid  ?  If  it  was  a  loan,  how  was  it  poffible,  whatever 
curious  arid  delicate  circuaiftance$  might  have  attended  the 
tranfaAion  at  the  time  in  1796,  that  fo  many  years  ihould 
have  eiapfed  without  allowing  of  its  being  divulged  ?  At  a 

J  fubfequent  period  there  was  a  fum  of  1 1 ,000L  unaccounted 
for.     Were  thcfe  not  new  fads?  The  charge  was  not' that 

'  Lord  Melville  had  been  a  gainer  by  any  particular  Tpecuia* 
tion,  but  that  the  public  money  had  been  generally  4iverted 
from  its  proper  courfe,  from  which  he  had  derived  advantage. 
It  was  proved  by  evidence,  that  money  had  been  fo  diverted, 
that  the  noble  lord  had  laid  his  bands  on  it,  that  it  had  come 
into  hts  poiTeflion,  and  it  was  but  fair  to  conclude,  that  the 
charge  of  profiting  by  it  was  eftabliftied.  Thefe  two  grounds 
were  a  fufficient  juftification  of  a  criminal  profecution  ;  but 
there  were  other  ftrong  fafts  in  referve.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man adverted  to  the  converfation  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Melville  after  the  communication  made  to  the  former 
by  Mr.  Raikes,  and  reprobated  the  conduft  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville  in  concealing  the  truth  from  his  right  hon.  friend.  I( 
was  impoflible  to  blame  that  right  hon.  gentleman  for  allow- 
ing himfelf  to  be  deceived ;  he  had  many  things  of  'great 
importance  prefling  on  his  attention,  and  was  obliged  to 

Elace  implicit  confidence  in  thofe  with  whom  he  aded.  No 
lame  therefore  attached  to  him,  but  very  ferious  blame 
to  the  noble  lord.  When  he  praftifed  that  deception  he 
knew  that  he  was  in  the  wrong,  he  knew  that  if  the  real 
ftate  of  the  cafe  was  explained  the  perfon  to  whom  he  was 
addreffing  himfelf  would  have  emsflually  prevented  the 
recurrence  of  fuch  abafes.  Another  ftrong  faft  was  the 
circumftances  attending  the  exchange  of  releafes  between 
Lord  Melvtlle  and  Mr.  Trotter*  The  noble  lord  pretended 
to  fay,  that  had  it  been  hisintereft  to  conceal  any  partof  this 
traniadion,  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  difplay  it  as  he  had 
done.  But  the  difplay  had  not  been  very  great.  Neither 
Spottifwoode's  partner  nor  clerk  knew  any  thing  about  it ; 
and  as  to  the  regiftration,  it  was  notorious  that  were  the 
fouleft  confpiracy  that  could  pollute  parchment  fent  to  be 
regiftcred,  fo  indifferent  were  the  clerks  to  what  pailed 
through  their  hands,  that  it  would  ftand  as  little  chance  of 
becoming  public  as  if  it  had  been  done  in  a  foreign  country*. 
The  date  of  this  releafe  created  more  than  ordinary  fufpi- 
don.  The  aSt  infiituting  a  commifiion  of  naval  inquiry 
paflcd  on  December  29,     The  firft  precept  of  the  commit 

fionera 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jMttt  11.1        IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORD  MELVltLS.  «i- 

fioners  was  dated  the  17th  of  the  fucceeding  January  jf  the 
fecond  precept  the  2d  of  February  ;  and  the  releafe  was 
iigncd  by  Lord  Melville  on  the  18lh  of  the  fame  month 
fkear!^  hear  ! ),  Imttxediately  after  we  find  the  noble  lord 
bulily  employed  in  deftroying  papers,  &c.  If  all  this  was 
innocent,  if  it  were  merely  the  effeft  of  chance^  then  was 
the  noble  lord  the  ftioil  unforton^te  of  men ;  but  a  coinci- 
dence fo  extraordinary  required  a  great  deal  more  explana- 
tion*  and  till  that  explanation  wns  gtren,  the  impreffion  on 
his  mind,  ^nd  on  that  of  every  heneft  man  mull  be,  that 
there  exifted  grave  grounds  of  doubt ;  that  it  was  not  entirely 
the  refuit  of  accident.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  all  he 
wanted  was  further  inquiry.  If  the  noble  lord  could  acquit 
himlelf  of  the  imputations  on  his  charafler,  he  vowed  to 
God  he  had  no  friend  who  would  rejoice  more  fincerely  than 
himfe^f ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
fend  him  to  that  inquiry.  The  proceedings  ought  certainly 
to  be  criminal,  but  he  difiered  from  the  hon.  gentlenaan 
oppofiie  as  to  the  mode.  There  ,were  two  modes, — im- 
peachment, and  a  criminal  profecution  by  the  attorney- 
general.  In  the  preliint  inftance  lie  fliould  prefer  the  latter. 
Some  cafes  were  more  fitted  for  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice, 
others  for  a  high  a^id  enHghtcned  tribunal.  If  impeachment 
was  more  dignified,  it  was  like  wife  mone  cumbrous  and 
cxpenfire.  Of  this  we  had  had  many  proofe.  Wouid  to  God 
that  oife  of  them  (the  trial  oi  Mr.  Haftings)  could  be  blotted 
from  our  annals !  Nothing  human  could  be  more  perfcdl 
than  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  ordinary  courts  of 
Great  Britain, 'and  he  trufted  he*ftould  not  hear  any  objec* 
troa  to  the  propofition,  on  the  ground  that  the  profecution 
was  ^nder  the  management  of  an  officer  of  the  crown» 
when  the  high  charafterof  the  attorney- general,  for  honour 
avd  integrity  ,  was  confidered.  Although  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  fainted  the  propriety  of  fufpendhig  the  civil  fuit 
now  carrying  on  againft  Loixl  Melville,  he  had  not  made 
a  fpecific  motion  to  that  effeft.     He  would  therefore  infert 

h  in  his  ame/kdment,  which  would  then  run  thus  : ^  That 

bis  inajcfty*s  attorney  general  be  direfted  to  profecute 
Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Melville  for  the  feveral  offences  which 
appear,  from  thei^port  of  the  commiffioncrs  of  naval  inquirj^ 
and  Uiat  of  the  feied  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
to  have  been  committed  by  the  faid  Henry  Lord  Vifcount 
Melville  ;  and  that  the  attorney  general  be  dire^ed  to  ftay 
proceedings  in  the  civil  fuit,  inftituted  by  oitier  of  the  houfe 
againft  the  faid  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Melville,"  * 

''^     .  Mr. 
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Mr.  Whitbread,  in  explanation^,  observed  that  he  meant  to 
propose  the  suspension  of 'the  civil  suit,  if  the  impeachment 
should  be  carried. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  tak^ 
up  the  time  and  attention  of  the  house  with  entering  into  a 
detail  of  all  that  had  already  passed  upon  the  case  now  before 
the  hou^e.  But  he  would  ask^  was  it  not  an  object  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  the  house,  that  a  notice  had  been  publicly 
given  of  a  motion  to  remove  Lord  Melville  from  his  ma-^ 
jesty's  councils;*  and  that  that  motioui  or  the  effects  which . 
might  possibly  flow  from  it  (an  additional  censure  amd  a 
punishment!  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  that  house)t 
had  only  been  prevented  by  the  advice  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Fitt)  had  given  to  that  effects  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty had  actually  erased  the  name  of  that  noble  lord  from 
the  list  of  his  privv  counsellors  ?  Was  it  not  an  object  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  house,  that  Lord  Melville  had  resigned 
a  most  principal  and  ostensible  situation  in  the  government  of 
his  country,  in  consequence  of  the  determination  of  that 
house  ?  Were  the  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  April  still  unre- 
versed ;  and  were  they  to  add  the  resolutions  now  proposed^ 
to  the  punishment  which  he  had  already  received  ?  If  the  mo- 
tion for  an  impeachment  had  taken  precedence  of  the  other 
proceedings,  it  would  have  been  impossible,  according  to  the 
regular  proceedings  authorized  by  the  constitution  of  the 
country,  to  have  added  the  former  proceedings  to  that  which 
is  now  proposed.  By  parity  of  reasoning,  if  not  strictly 
speaking  contrary  to  the  forms  of  our  law,  it  would  be,  strictly 
speaking,  according  to  the  principles  of  justice,  repugnant  to 
all  idea  of  equity  and  fair  reasoning,  that  the  two  modes  of 
punishment  should  be  inflicted  in  this  inverted  order  of  pro- 
ceeding. The  only  case  that  he  recollected  in  which  any  Ithing 
similar  w^  attempted  was  in  that  of  Lord  Somers  and  three 
others.  According  to  Bishop  Burnet,  it  was  evident  that  an 
address  to  the  throne  and  an  impeachment  w«re  moved  upon 
the  same  case.  .  The  lords,  however,  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  commons,  and  thought  that  it  might  be  deemed  a  bad  pre- 
cedent ;  they  sent  4ip  an  humble  address  to  the  throne,  ex- 
pressive of  these  sentiments,  and  the  sense  of  the  public  ap- 
peared to  go  with  them.  The  sovereign  also  refused  to  give  his 
sanction  to  such  an  extraordinary  mode  of  proceeding.  Upon 
comparing  that  with  the  case  now  before  the  house,  or 
at  least  with  the  proceedings  had  upon  it,  it  would  be  re- 
coUectedj  that  at  first  a  vote  of  censture  was  passed  upon 
....  the 
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the  conduct  of  the  noble  peer  who  had  been  that  ereping 
beard  in  the  body  of  the  house  in  Ins  own  defence ;  the  next 
subject  of  debate  was.  Whether  a  criminal  or  civil  pro$ecu» 
tion  should  be  instituted  against  him,  and  after  that  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  make  further  inquiries  into  the  cir- 
cumstances ot  the  case;  but  that  committee  was  precluded 
from  any  investigation  as  to  the  panicipation  of  the  noble 
lord  in  the  profits  of  public  money,  which,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolutions,  had  been  misapplied.  Somethings 
however,  had  incidentally  come  out  which  appeared  like  a 
proof  of  hiS' participation,  and  thd  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
opened  the  debate  had  reserved  himself  to  the  present  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  that  before  the  house.  But  he  could  as- 
sure the  house  that  no  positive  evidence  to  that  effect  had  ap- 
peared before  the  committee,  although  there  were  grounds  for 
conjecture,  principally  arising  from  the  idea  of  the  commix- 
ture of  accounts,  and  from  the  circumstance  of  papers  having 
been  burned  which  were  at  that  time  supposed  to  be  useless. 
But  there  was  no  additional  evidetice  as  to  these  points.  The 
circumstance  of  a  release  having  passed  between  the  parties» 
he  conceived  to  be  the  only  new  point  that  was  now  brought 
forward ;  and,  as  far  as  any  man  could  positively  take  on 
himself  fairly  to  say.  Lord  Melville  might  have  been  unac- 
quainted with  the  minute  clauses,  or  precise  terms  of  that  re- 
lease, though  he  knew,  generally  speaking,  that  a  release  was 
to  be  executed,  and  signed  it  in  perfect  conddence  on  the  pro- 
priety of  conduct  pf  the  party  from  whom  it  came.  In  such  a 
case,  it  was  necessary  either  to  Settle  accounts  and  give  up 
vouchers,  or  else  to  destroy  them  gentrally  The  latter  course 
was  adopted ;  and  as  he  ivas  confident  that,  before  any  grand 
juryi  that  would  not  be  sufiicient  evidence  upon  which  to  find 
a  bill,  he  could  not  be  induced  to  think  that  such  a  circum- 
stance would  form  sufficient  ground  for  that  house  bringing 
up  an  impeachment  to  the  bar  of  the  higher  chamber  of  par- 
liament. The  hon.  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate  had 
nevertheless  thought  that  it  afforded  th^strongest  authority 
for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  l^d  had  ^iven  three 
principal  reasons  in  support  of  his  opinion.  But  when  the 
house  came  to  consider  of  the  first  of  them,  namely,  the 
charge  of  a  breach  of  law  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  api 
plied  the  public  money,  they  would  find  themselves  under  the 
pecfessity  of  revising  their  former  proceeding  before  they 
could  be  enabled  to  come  to  a  fresh  determination  upon  that 
toint.  In  factj  before  the  year  1782,  it  was  a  question  which 
I        '  admitted 
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admitted  of  some  dbub(,  whether  the  application  of  piihlie 
snoney,  in  the  manner  which  had  been  stated,  was  noi  to  bt 
considered  the  fair  emolument  of  ofGce  y  and  even  on  a  consi- 
deration of  the  act  of  drawing  money  from  the  banki  it  did 
not  api^ear  to  him  that  there  was  any  thing  criminal  within 
Ihe  meaning  of  the  act ;  there  was  no  mention  made  aboot 
where  the  money  was  to  be  deposited  after  it  was  drawn  from 
the  bank,  whether  it  was  to  be  lodged  in  the,  strong  chest  at 
the  navy  office,  or  whether  it  might  not  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  most  convenient  banker.     But  admitting  to  the 
full  extent  the  idea  of  criminality  as  expressed  already  by  the 
house,  and  to  which  determination  it  was  his  wish  to  pay  the 
utmost  possible  respect,  was  it  not  to  be  recollected  that  tfad 
house  had  already  made  its  option,  that  it  had  adopted  a  t:er«» 
tain  line  of  proceeding  ;  that  Lord  Melville  had  been  already 
|mnished  by  the  erasure  pf  his  name  from  the  councils  of  his 
sovereign,  by  his  loss  of  place,  and  by  his  future  discjualifica^ 
lion  from  holding  any  place  of  public  trust  in  consequence  of 
such  proceedings  ?  It  was  not  proposed  to  undo  the  former 
part  of  his  punishment,  and  it  was  contrary  to  all  principle  of 
law  to  punish  any  person  a  second  time  for  the  same  oflfence. 
All  punishment  was  inflicted  for  example  sake  5  and  would  any 
man  presume  to  suppose  that  it  was  at  all  probable  that  any 
iiiture  treasurer  of  the  navy  would  say,  that  the  punishment 
p£  Lord  Melville  was  nothing,  that  he  might  follow  a  similar 
course  with  safety,  provided  diere  was  no  danger  of  an  im- 
peachment ?  There  was  one  point  of  the  speech  of  the  hon, 
gentleman  who  made  the*  motion,   however,  on  which  he 
"thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  single  remark ;  it  had  ' 
been  stated  that  the  noble   lord  had  challenged  the  whole 
country  as  unfit  to  sit  upon  his  jury ;  that  there  was  not  at 
present  any  tribunal  which  was  likely  to  come  to  a  feir,  dism 
passionate  decision  on  his  case.     Was  h  of  slight  consequence 
that  the  commons  of  the  united  kingdom  had  come  to  a  deci- 
sion that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of  law,  and 
a  high  breach  of  duty  ?  was  it  of  slight  consequence  that 
fneetinjts  had  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the  country  follow- 
ing up  such  a  declaration  ?  was  it  of  slight  consequence  that 
peers  of  parliament  had  lent  the  sanction  of  their  names  to  re- 
solutions of  a  similar  nature ;  or  could  any  reasonable  man 
'suppose  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  pf  any  individual  what-* 
ever  to  do  away  the  impression  which  would  be  made  tipon  the 
minds  of  all  classes  of  his  majesty's  subjects  by  the  authority 
pf  such  resolutions,  or  by  the  lorce  ol  such  examples  ?  If 
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any  tribunali  however,  could  be  chosen  which  wa^  more  pure 
than  another,  it  was  the  assembly  in  which  the  subject  was 
then  discussed  ;  they  were  not  tied  down  by  the  forms  of  qt^. 
dinary  courts  of  justice  i  they  were  a  discretionary  court,  and 
they  would  know  how  to  appreciate  the  value  of  what  hadal« 
ready  passed,  form  a  correct  and  impartial  judgment  as  to 
what  Lord  Melville  had  already  suffered,  and  he  had  no 
4}oubt  that  they  would,  by  a  fair  comparison  of  the  natui«  of 
the  charge  with  that  of  the  punishment  which  has  followed,. 
very  readily  decide  whether  the  noble  lord  has  not  been  al- 
ready punished,  in  a  proportion  adequate  to  his  offence,  or 
whether  there  is  a.  foundation  in  justice  for  bringing  him  to  a 
new  trial.  To  those  who  thought  that  Lord  Melville  had,  ia 
^ihe  first  instance,  deserved  to  be  impeached,  he  supposed 'it 
^inst  now  be  dear  that  any  further  prosecution  would  be 
vexatious  and  unjust. 

Earl  Temple  observed  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen«H 
tleman  had  chiefly  rested  on  a  comparison  between  the  pro«* 
ceedings  on  the  case  of  lK»rd  Melville,  with  the  ordinary  course 
of  proceedings  in  a  court  of  justice,  though  he  had  admitted 
what  constituted  the  most  essential  part  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  proceedings  in  that  house,  and  those  of  a  court  of 
law,  that  is,  that  while  the  latter  are  confined  by  rules  of  law, 
the  power  of  the  former  is  discretionary.  This  was  an  argu-^ 
ment  why  they  should  not  be  supposed  to  be  fettered  by  any 
thing  of  adherence  to  the  dry  forms  of  law  which  might,  in 
5ome  instances,  be  favourable  to  the  rejection  of  a  charge  on 
which  the  criminal  ought,  in  strict  justice,  to  be  found  guilty, 
and  to  receive  the  punishment  of  the  law.  The  learned  gen* 
tleman,  however,  could  not  wish  that  the  noble  lord  should 
be  freed  from  the  charge  which  lay  against  liim  by  any  fiction 
of  the  law;  it  must  be  his  wish  that  his  lordship  should 
be  acquitted  in  a  more  honourable  manner.  For  this  rea* 
son,  he  supposed,  he  had  quoted  the  case  of  Lord  Somers^ 
but  he  had  entirely  omitted  to  notice  the  distinction  between 
the  two  cases.  In  the  case  of  Lord  Somers  there  was  an  ad- 
dress sent  up  to  the  throne,  and  an  impeachment  to  be  moved 
ibr  in  the  house.  In  the  case  of  Lord  Melville  the  house  had 
only  determined  what  appeared  to  them  to  be  the  nature  of 
the  offence  committed  by  Lord  Melville,  and  left  the  sovereign 
to  the  exercise  of  his  own  feelings^  without  calling  upon  hiui 
for  the  expression  of  any  opinion  which  might  possibly  be 
supposed  to  have  weight  in  any  other  place.  The  learned  gen- 
tleman had  mei^tioned  in  another  part  of  his  speech  that  there 
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was  nothing  new  in  what  now  appeared  before  the  housev 
Was  it  not  $ptnething  new  that  the  noble  lord  had  himself  ac- 
knowledged that  he  might  have  applied  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  to  the  mlmagement  of  affairs  in  Scotland  j  and  that  he 
had  added,  that  he  would  not  on  any  account  divulge  the  na^ 
lure  of  these  transactions  ?  Was  it  not  of  serious  importance 
ihat  the  noble  lord  had  not  related  the  whole  of  anodua*  trans- 
action when  questioned  by  the  ehanc^lor  of  the  exchequer, 
but  had  concealed  a  part  even  firocn  him  ?  And,  with  respect 
to  the  law,  though  it  did  not  preclself  state  where  naval  mo- 
ney was  to  be  placed,  in  transitu  from  the  bank  to  the  hands 
of  those  who  had  demands  upon  the  navy  office,  it  stated  clear- 
ly enough  where  it  was  noc  to  be ;  it  was  not  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Mr,  Mark  Sppott>  or  subjected  to  the  control  of 
.  Messrs.  Coutts,  He  trust»l  the  house  would  not  lose  any  thing 
of  its  dignity  by  giving  up  a  prosecution  in  a  case  where  Cor- 
ruption was  known  to  boil  and  bubble>  and  where  statutes 
were  laid  9side  as  useless  hfober* 

Mr^  /.  H.  Browne^  although  he  voted  for  tl^  original  reso^ 
lutions  against  Lord  Melvillc»  because^  however  he  esteemed 
the  private  qualities  and  eminent  public  slices  of  that  noble 
lord,  he  felt  himself  too  strongly  impelled  hj  a  sense  of  public 
duty  to  refuse  his  support  to  those  resolutions,  yet  could  not 
persuade  himself  to  concur  in  either  the  motion  of  impeach- 
ment, or  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend.  It 
did  appear,  to  him  that  enough  of  puniriiment  had  been  in^* 
flicted,  and  therefore  he  should  resist  any  £uther  proceeding . 
against  the  noble  lord*  He  could  discover  no  new  matter  in 
the  report  of  the  select  committee,  nor  in  the^speech  which 
the  house  had  that  night  heard  from  the  noble  lord,  to  war- 
rant the  proposition  submitted  by  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
other  side.  In  the  speech*  indeed,  he  heard  much  to  ext^ 
nuate^  ahd  nothing  to  aggravate,  the  offence  of  the  noble  lord. 
On  the  whole,  he  oegged  It  to  be  understood  that  he  did  not 
oppose  the  motion  before  the  house  from  any  idea  that  pecu- 
lation was  a  slight  offence,  or  that  it  should  be  but  lightly  pu- 
nished, but  from  a  conviction  that  sufficient  ignominy  had  beea 
attached  to  the  guilt  that  appeared  in  this  case,  and  that  to 
proceed  any  further  would  be  highly  unjust,  from  a  considera- 
tion of  the  former  conduct  of  the  noble  person  wl\p  was  impli- 
cated, and  inexpedient  from  a  view  to  the  present  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances jof  the  country.  So  far  from  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple calling  for  farther  punishment,  he  Was  induced  to  thmk, 
from  all  the  opportunities  of  inforxnationhe  had>  that  all  unpre- 
judiced 
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judiced  persons,  wbo  looked  only  for  justice,  were  fully  satisfied 
wiih  what  had  already  been  done,  and  desired  n<5t  the  infliction 
of  any  other  punishment.  ^ 

Mr.  Hilij  Addington  declared  that  he  was  proceeding  to  exe- 
cute the  most  pain^l  duty,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  po- 
litical life  he  was  eter  caUed  on  to  perform  \  because  he  could 
not  divest  his  mind  of  a  just  consideration  of  the  great  ser- 
Tices  reodeired  to  his  country  by  the  ndble  person  who  was  in 
this  instance  the  object  of  accusation,  and  because' he  could 
never  eease  to  remember  the  many-marlcs  of  private  friendship 
and  kindness,  of  unremitting  attention,  which  it  had  been  his 
£tte  to  experienoe  from  that  noble  lord.  These  were  consider- 
ations which  could  not  be  obliterated  from  his  mind  by  ^any 
circumstances  whatever.  But  still  they  must  yield  to  a  sense  of 
public  duty.  After  the  very  ample  and  able  view  which  had 
been  taken  of  the  whole  of  the  case  by  his  right  hon.  fViend, 
who  moved  the  amendment,  in  all  nvhOse  sentiments  he  entirely 
concnrred,  he  did  not  fed  it  necessary  long  to  trespass  oh  the 
attendoa  of  the  house.  To  what  bad  been  urged  by  his  learned 
friend  on  the  floor  (the  master  of  the  rolls),  and  also  by  the 
noble  lord  who  was  heard  that  night  in  his  own  defence,  he 
hWd  listened  with  the  utmost  attemion,  and  he  confessed,  that 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he  was  not  convinced  by  his  learn- 
ed friend.  ^  When  the  first  proceedings  were  taken  against 
Lord  Melville,  when  the  criminating  resolutions  were  pro- 
posed, hi»  wish'Was  to  haye  the  whole  of  the  case  referred  to 
the  examination  of  a  select  committee,  before  the  house  should 
come  to  any  decision  upon  it.  But  in  that  it,  was  hi^  misfor- 
tune to  differ  from  a  majority  of  the  house,  and  to  the  vote  of 
that  majority  be  bowed  with  deference.  He  could  ndt,  how- 
ever, forbear  to  remark,  that  if  one  were  allowed  to  judge  from 
events,  had  the  course  then  recommended  to  the  house  been 
adopted,  this  consequence  at  least  vrould  have  resulted,  that 
the  whole  of  the  charges  would  have  been- referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, which  would  have  gone  into  the  investigation  unfetter- 
ed*  There  would  have  been  in  that  event  no  pretence,  and 
therefore  there  could  be  no  wish  or  intention,  to  subject;  the 
committee  to  any  restriction.  The  house  having  come  to  no 
determination  upon  the  case  of  Lord  Melville,  the  house  of 
peers  could  have  had  no  reason  to  hesitate  in  allowing  that  noble 
lonl  to  attend  a  committee  of  tliis  house,  and  to  submit  to  an 
unrestrained  examination.  The  restraints  since  imposed  on 
JLord  Melville  were,  he  fully  believed,  {bunded  on  the  crimi- 
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natory  resolutions  of  the  ^th  April.  If  it  kad  been  the  plea- 
sure of  the  house  to  pursue  a  difierent  course,  he  was  persuade 
ed  that  considerable  embarrassment  would  have  been  avoided 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  inqi^ii^.  But  it  did  not  however  fol- 
low, that  because  there  might  hate  been  something  erroneous 
in  the  beginning  of  the  business,  that  therefore  th«  house 
should  stop  short  in  the  perfovmance  of  its  duty.  If  no£tfther 
steps  were  taken,  he  couklnQt  but  say  that  fiiU  atonement, 
would  ndtibe  made  to  public  jitslice«  When  gentlemen  stated, 
that  justice  was  already  satisfied^  and  tliat  ijt  was^  not  intended 
to  follow  jLip  the  delinquency  of  the  accus«4'  beypad  the  reso^ 
lutionsof  the  8th  of  April  and  their"  conatsqueri^est  he  felt 
some  degr^  of  surprise.    Unless  it  wasia.conlemplation  ta 

'  take  Itirtiier  proceedings,  in.  case  any  new  matter  of  criminar 
tiouisheruld  appear,  why  refer tany  chavge^ojhe.  consideration 
of  the  select  cdhimittoe?  Unless  sdmething^ifpcMre  was  in- 
tei^ded,  the  purpose  of  thetseleotcommittee  wa^  j^uitemigatorj;. 
From  th^hew  matter  which 'the  report  ofib«t(;QQmiittee  had 
disclosed,  further  proceedings  appeared  to  hi9X  .indispensably 
necessary.  It  wa»nekt  ta impossible  thattlvecl^  suit  which 
had  been:  ordered  by  the  house  ccnild  lead  to  any  satisfactory 
result,  and  therefore  he-  sIiDuld  support  ther-cri^iinal  process 
recommended  by  bis  right  hon.  friend*  Xbis  process  jjfie  wouM 
prefer  to  the  proposition  of  impeachjaaenii  for  th^  reasons 
stated  by  the  ^-ight  bon.  mover  of  the  ameivlmea<;<  ^  He  would 
prefer  It  on  those  ^grounds,  that  it  would  W^ibon?,  convenient, 
while  it  wds  Equally  calculated  fbr.purposes/of  justice ;  that  it 
would  be  as  efficacious  in  it^icaiquiry, -while  it  would  be  attend- 
ed with  less  cxpence,  andmore  expeditious  in  its^decision.  If, 
however,  the  criminal  prosecution  which.the  am^ndnient  pro- 
posed should  not  be  acceded  to^he  was  free  to  decj^fe,  thatnn* 
der  thie  circttmstances,  he  sak.no  akemative  leifc  bi|t;.to  vote  for 

'  the  iiVrpeachment.  The  right  hon.  gcntleraaffi-conclfi^d  with 
repeafting/that  he  fclc  thcimmost  pain  frfBn.th^kr'9sisti])lenc- 
ccssity  he  was  tinder,  on  this  occasion,  to  sacrifice;privatefccl- 
ii^gs  teethe  call  of  public  duty.    .  ^  .n- 

/2^/k  'A^fxattdit  considered  the  alleged  offence  of  Lord 
Melville  to*p»rtako  much  mioreiof  the  character  of. the  tnfllum 
prMbitufn^  than  the  tm^iun^  isni&y  and  therQf<;n-e  that  it  was  at 
the  discretion  of  the  hbuse -tf)  pronounce  what  degree  of  pu- 
nishment should.attachtosuch  an  offence.  Previous,  to  the  act 
of  the  25th  of  the  king,  the  practice  with  which  Lord  Melville 
was  charged  was  not,  cither  by  common  or  statuteiaw,  deemed 
^    .  a  crime 
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a  crime — by  that  statute  even  the  practice  was  merely  prohi- 
bitedy  but^  no  penalty  was  iuinexed  to  the  continuance  of  it. 
It  was  therefore  with  the  house  to  determine  the  penalty,  and 
under  all  the  circumstancesi  he  really  thought  that  a  pe- 
nally suffidiently  severe  -had  already  been  inflicted  upon  the 
noble  lof-a.:     '  - 

Mr.  Wilberforce  proposed,  that  on  account  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour^  the  debate  should  be] adjourned  till  the  next  day, 
but  ^*  go  an  /  go  'odf*  bemg  the  geoeoal  cry  pf  the  house, . 

Mr.  Pfches  i^O^  artd  statedy  tli^af  oordi^g  t^  h\&^  opixuoa 
Lord  Mel^SHo  wbdld  hfivedookbi^iter  had  he  requested,  some 
friend  of  histoteirthSJloosethiit  ho  acknowledged  he  had  done 
^lerong,  and^ora^BOttryforit ;  histeidof  coming  forward  himself 
to  make  aspe0eb,4n  which  hemoiit  pertin^cipi|sly,;a^^ted  hig 
innocence,  afttd  shewed  not  the  least  sign  of  any  re;n)QrBQ  0(  con* 
science.  Had  he  tnsnifestedany  thing  like  r^pent^Qce,  even 
though  so  late^i  had  he  eveih.  appealed  to  the  feelir^s  of  the 
Iiouse,  he  might  have  met  compassion.  But  from  the  whole 
of  his  'dem^nor,  combined  with'all'the  jcircmn&tdnc^s  of  the 
case,  he  reallv  thought  him  entirel)?  undeserving  pf  lenity,  and 
should  thefetore^Votc  for  t)ie  impead\nient, 

Mr,  Some/*!  Cocks  thought  the  conduct,  of  Lord  Melville  of 
cQch  a  natiQTthatt  however  he:];nig^t  fed  on  seeing  a  man  of 
his  ranV  pl9ce4  in  such  a.situatiofa,  he  could  not  help  voting 
^  for  farther  prosecution.  When  he  considered^!  tKc  circum*- 
stances  of  this  extraordinary  case,  he  was  surprised  that  any 
doubt  should  appear  of  the  propriety  of  bringing  th€  noble 
lord  to  trial*  In  the  country  nothing  was  to  be  h^ard  in  fa- 
vour of  the  conduct  of  this  deUnquent ;  but  since  he  came'  to 
town,  and  this  wsis  the  fit^^ime  he  appeared  in  this  unhappy 
business,  he  had  heard'  miany  arguments  used  with  a  view 
*'to  serve  tti^'cautie  of  the  noble  tlord*  It  was  said,  t;hat  other 
':^easurersof.the  navy  had  made  use.of  the  public  b^an^es 
remaining  in  thfeir  hands  as  wdl  as  Lord  MetviUe ).  but  it  was 
to  be  recollected  that  the  l^isiatune  recorded  their  opinion  of 
the  impropriety/>f  suchconduct  by.  passing  an  act  against  it,  and 
at  the  instance  too  of  the  noble  lord  himseUl  The  proceedings 
on  this  occasTon  were  calldd  measures  of  party  and  persecu- 
tion. But  as  to  the  latter  charge,  gentlemen  should  bear 
in  mind  the  difterence  between  persecution  and  prosecution* 
The  former  is  an  attempt  tx>  overwhelm  a  man  by  force  and 
power — th^  latter  to  bring  a  criminU  to  justice.  Of  which, 
description  j  he  would  ask  any  fair,  candid  man,  was  th^  course 
pursued  pspccting  Lord  Mdville  ?    Whh  respect  xp  the  iin- 
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putation  of  party,  he  belieircd  the  bouse  would  feel  that  if 
the  members  of  that  partyj  who  generally  acted  in  opposition^ 
to  ministers,  were  not  to  vote  against  a  minister  charged  with, 
or  convicted  of  pecubtion,  a  corrupt  minister  would  be  tole* 
rably  secure  of  impunity.  The  imputation  of  party,  however, 
should  not  be  exclusively  applied  to,  the  gentlemen  who  op- 
posed  Lord  Melville.  la.  point  of  fact,  it  appeared  to  be 
much  more  applicable  to  tfaoscrwho  defended  him,  and  who 
must  be  naturally  influenq^  by-feelings  of  party  and  private 
friendship.  The  cry  of  party,  therefor^,  should  not  be  raised 
OA  that  side  of  the'house^ ,  As  to  what  was  said  respecting 
popular  clainour,  it  was  impossible  that  such  delinquency  as 
that  of  Lord  Mdvillc  should  not  excite  considerable  clamour ; 
but  the  existence  of  that  clamour  furnished  a  strong  reason 
to  shew  that  Lord  Melville  ought  to  be  brought  to  trial,  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  people  that  parliament  was  ready  to  do 
them  Justice,  by  punishing,  tbf  man  who  peculatod  their  pfO«> 
perty.  .  .  '  ^     ^      ^ 

Mr,  Cariwright  thought  the  object  of  public  justice,  wbe^ 
ther  for  the  purpose  of  example  or  punishment,  already 
attained  wiih  respect  to  Lord  Melville,  and  therefore  would 
oppose  any  further  proceedings  in  this  case. 

Lord  Henty  Petty^  in  reply  to  the  observatiorts  made  by 
the  master  of  the  rolls,  said  that  both  the  noble  lord  who 
had  appeared  within  tjie  bar,  and  the  learned  gentleman,  had^ 
in  fact,  impeached  the  resolutions  of  the  house  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  attempted  to  reason  on  the  constmc«> 
tion  of  the  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  navy  tjffice.  It  was 
to  be  remembered,  that  tl^at  aft-  had  been  brought  into  the 
house  by  Lord  Meiville  himself,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
on  any  man*s  mind  as  to  .the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
act^  when  thev  looked  back  to  the  circumstances  uttder  which 
it  was  introcfuced.  It  wa^  after  the  resolutions  moved  by 
Lord  John  Cavendish,  after  the  memorable  speech- of  Mr* 
3urlce  on  the  reforn^  of  tlii^  abuses  of  office,  and  after  the  va* 
rious  discussions  that  took  place  thereon,  that  this  act  was 
passed,  and  the  distinct  motive  and  end  of  it  wa8>  to  prevent 
public  officers  from  being  private  bankers,  an4  to  prcvoit  the 
diversion  of  the  public  money  to  the  purposes  of  private  emo* 
lument.  '  It  was  an  act  to  remedy  a  grievance  that  had  pre- 
vailed, and  which  was  universally  felt  at  the  time  a$  a^gross 
^buse.  The  noble  lord  therefore|  who  yielded  to  the  public 
sentiment  in  bringing  in  the  bill,  could  not  be  ignorant  of  its 
^rue  fpeaning,  find  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  ifs  provisions  not 
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having  been  violated,  because  it  did  not  specify  how  long  mo-* 
ney  drawn  for  speicific  naVal  serrites  might  be  sufl^ed  to  re« 
main  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster,  in  its  transit  from  the 
bank  to  the  pocket  of  the  public  creditor.  It  was  obviously 
die  spirit  and  letter  of  the  act,  that  no  money  shoiild  be  drawn 
but  for  specific  services^  and  that  it  should  be  applied  directly 
to  the  object.  The  simple  qtiestlon  then  was,  whether  this 
hw  had  not  been  violated  ?' Whether  in  various  instances  it 
had  not  been  distinctly  evaded^uch  as  in  the  40,000!.  drawli 
for  and  given  to  Messrs.  Boyd-?  And  he  askbd  how  the 
learned  gentleman  could  reason,  that  the  law  had  not  beei^ 
broken  when  a  feet  so  glaring  stood  uncontradicted  i  In  truths 
not  the  least  palliation  had  been  offered  by  the  noble  lordi 
nor  did  there  appear  in  any  part  of  the  case  any  thing  to  sup- 
poit  the  reasoning  of  the  learned  gentleman.  He  was  ready 
to  confess  that  there  might  be  circumstances  attcihdihg  the 
breach  of  a  statute  which  might  palliate  and  soften  the  de^ 
parture,  and  to  which  the  charge  of  a  gross  violation  of  law 
would  not  be  applicable.  A  statute  mi^t  be  obsolete,  or  pe^ 
culiar  exigencies  might  arise  to  justify  the  departure  from  ai\. 
act ;  but  was  this  the  case  here  ?  The  noble  lord  had  wilfully 
violated  his  own  law,  and  in  doingso  he  had  been  guilty  of  ^  "" 
high  breach  of  his  public  duty.  These  were  the  resolutions 
of  the  house,  and  the  truth  of  these  resolutions  could  not  be 
impeached.  But  the  learned  gentleman  asked,  why  the  house 
should  go  further,  since  no  new  circumstances  had  come  out 
except  the  release  ?  What,  was  the  22  or  23,000!.  advanced  to 
Lord  Melville  without  interest  no  new  circumstance  ?|Was  not 
the  22  or  a3,oool.lent  him,  witb  interest,  a new.circumstauce  I 
and  above  all,  was  not  the  extraordinary  fact  of  the  io,oooL 
found  fai  his  hands  in  1789,  ^  new  circumstance  ?  Was  it 
not  a  new  circumstance  thait  Mr.  Trotter  had  advanced  , 
money  to  Lord  MelvUle's  family  and  servants,  since  it  ^iist. 
be  known  to  the  noble  lord,  that  all^such  advances  W^e  madi^ 
from  the  public  money?  Certainly  most  important  matter  . 
had  come  out  in  the  new  inquiry,  aiid  above  alt  he  requested  . 
the  hoose  to  pay  attention  to  riie  dikovery  of  the  ig^booL 
which  Lord  Melville  owned  to  Mr.  Trotter  he  had  in  his 
hands*  Mr.  Trotter  was  taken  up  by  Lord  Melville,  no 
doubt,  in  a  state  of  purity  and  innocence.  He  was  linacquainN 
ed  with  the  arts  of  office.  He  had  a  fair  character,  and  it 
was  t6  be  presunied  ^  deiir  conscience.  In  the  duty  tl^at  ha 
owed  to- his  pation,  he  would  naturally  look  to  him  for  in* 
ttfucfion^  but  h<  woald  look  also  for  example*    And  what 
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was  the  example  be  set  him  i    He  confessed  >  to  him  .he  held 
iO)OOoL  of  the  public  money  in  his  own  hapds,  and  which 
vas  to  be  managed  so  as  ultimately  not  to  fall  on  Mr.  Trotter. 
What  a  declaration  with  which  to  commence  this  connection! 
It  b  the  prerogative  of  persons  of  high  rank  and  station,  to 
spread  the  influence  of  their  example  all  around  them.  When 
sueli-^  a  hand  as  that  pf  Lord  Melville  was    put  into  the 
public  ptirset.  a  thousand  hands  would  imitate  the  example. 
Wheii  Mf.  TrQtter  saw.  that  his  principal  way  so  little  scrupu- 
i6tts^aS{t0.take  iPsC^oI.  put  of  the  money  i^trusted  to  his  care 
lisphbpemHlniuse>.  he  jmnst  be  from  tliat  instant  initiated  in 
she  abctte  .of  his  trust.  'IJhe  noble  lord  had  that  day  pretended 
Shat  2o,ocol.  which  he  had  also  taken  from  the  naval  fund,  he 
lied  employed  in  secret  services  for  the  management  of  Scot<r 
hud  ;  and  he  had,  with  a  high  tone,  declared  that  he  never 
^d^and  be  never  would  communicate  the  application  of  this ' 
sum.    I  At  the  time  that  the  noble  lord  had  presumed  to  do 
thisi  he  was  not  in  the  situation  of  a  confidential  servant  of  his 
majesty.    What  were  they  to  say  then  of  this  management, 
which  was  not  even  to  be  communicated  to  his  principals  ?  He 
vidbtes  the  law ;  he  diverts  from  the  naval  service  20,qooL 
^wbich  i^  must  have  obtained  by  a  fsalsc  pretence,   and  he 
loltily  says,  he  vill  not  disclose  what  he  did  with  it,  because 
it  went  fpr  the  management  of  Scotland.  (Jot  even  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  the  confidential  minister  of  the  crown,  to 
whom  it  was  his  duty  to  make  kno¥m  the  transaction,  did 
he  communicate  the  use,  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  owned 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  it.     I»ike  the  man  of  Ross  he  seems 
*^  to  give  by  stealth  j"  but  perhaps  he  now  blushes  **  to  find 
it  fame."    It  was  not,  however,  precisely  the  sort  of  fame 
which  a  statesman  ought  to  covet — to  give  away  the  public 
money  to  unaccounted  purposes*    It  did  not  appear  that  any 
bint  of  this  sum  was  erer  given  to  any  one,  nor  did  it  appear 
that  the    id,ooo1.  was  ever  repaid.    Indeed  all  that  rjegards 
this  10,000].  was  most  suspicious.   His  words  to  Mr.  Trotter, 
pR  the  occasion  of  his  telling  him  of  his  having  the  money, 
are  most  singular.     He  expresses  to  him  his  apprehension,  that 
hcj  Trotter,  may  ultimately  suffer ;  and  thus  hc^  put  Mr. 
Trotter  on  his  guard,  and  gave  a  sort  of  hint  that  he  must 
» take  care  of  himself.    Here  perhaps  was  the  source  of  all  the 
trafiic,  and  speculation  aiid  jobbing  that  followed,  and  parti* 
cularly  of  that  most  notable  novel  discovery  in  book-keepings 
known  by  the  name  of  a  rfSixsd  account  /    But  it  was  said,  that 
an  impeachment  before  the  lords  was  improper  in  this  in^ 

stance, 
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stance,  because  several  of  them  had  made  declarations  on  the 
guilt  of  the  noble  lord,  and  at  public  meetings  had  prejudged 
ms  case.     This  was  very  idle.     What  great  prosecution  was^ 
there  ever  carried  on,  upon  the  merits  of  which,  before  tria)^ 
persons  liable  to  be  impannelled  as  a  jury  were  not  in  the  ha^- 
bit  of  conversing,  and  of  giving  their  opinion.    No  great  case 
could  occur  but  it  would  be  the  tbpfc  of  discission  ;  and  it 
was  no  argument  against  a  fiiir'  t^al^that  'it  'wa^iireely^kan- 
vassed  beforehand.    .But  a  learned!^  gefitten»n(MiC  ♦Bond) 
had  thrown  out  an  intimation  as  if  there  wassk>m6tbiiiginthe 
mode  of  impeachpient  whieh  made  tlie  Ivouse  of  tord^b  liinfit 
instrument  fot  a  trial,  and  he  referred  -to  the  dilatory^  pro^ 
tracted  trial  of  Warren  Hastings.'  '  Lord  Henry  contended 
that  this  was  aii  argument  against  the  constitution  of  the  toun- 
try.    The  argument  of  protraction  in  one  case  did  not;;lpply 
to  another.     There  never  was  i'tas^  more  suitable  to  ihipeach* 
ment  than  tlie  present : — ^a  minister  of  the  crown,  a  public 
accountant,  a  peer  had  violated  an*  act  of  parliament  of  his 
Own  making,   had  committed  a  l>igli  blneach  of  duty  in  U9ing 
the  public  money  for  his  own  emolument,  or  at  least  there 
was  strong  presumption  that  he  bad  done  so. 'Then  by  whom 
could  he  be  properly  tried  but  by  the  house  of  peersf  ?    By 
whom  could  he  be  properly  pursued  but  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons, the  gpardians  of  the  public  purse,  which  he  had  dared 
to  violate  ?     But  it  was  said  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr*  Haw- 
kins Browne)  that  fhere  were  other  reasons  against  further 
prosecution,  and  he  mentioned  one,  the  menace  of  invasion  ! 
What,  said  Lord  Henry,  would  the  hon.  gentleindh  >  insinu- 
ate, that  such  is  our  dread  of  th<^enemy^that  i^c  miist  not  even 
dare  to  proceed  in  the  administration  of  our  own  laws  for  the 
preservation  of  public  morals !    What  wpuld  he  ^,ion  read- 
ing a  paragraph  in'tHe  Momteu^,  thiit?  such  wa^  our' dread  of 
invasion  as  to  desist  frorrt  pur^iing  a^^te  deUnquoiiaa  h '  Lord 
Henry  put  this  in  a  strong  poiht  icrf^tiew,  and  concltedbd  with 
an  animated  afppeal  to  ^he  hou^e  no4f^td  dl^appbirtt  the^expec- 
tations  of  ^he  people,  which  thek'^ffcftdy-ind  vigorous  conduct 
in  the  outset  of  this  affair  hM  so  happily  raised^ » 
'ITie  Master  of  the  RoHsand.  Mr.  H.  Browne  estplained. 
Mr,  WUberfircey   as  there  were  yet  many  persons  desirous 
to  speak,  thought  it  advisable  t6  adjourn,  in  order  that  thejr 
might  enter  Into  the  discussion  •Ti^Jth-more  disposition  and  pa- 
tience than  could  be  expected  at  so  Ikte  an  hour.   ' 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  that  it  was  better 

•         tO' 
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to  «4jouni  then*  than  at  a  later  hour,  as  they  would  be  more 
able  to  renew  the  debate  the  next  day. 

In  this  opiniou  the  house  coincided }  and  at  three  o'clock 
in  ibc  morning  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

WfeD!9fi39AY,  JUNE  IZ.  ^ 

Counsel  antf^vidence  were  fiurther  heard  rdatire  to  Teush's 
dbroroe  MIL 

A  Aort  con^ei'Siibtt  ensued  between  Lord  Carnarvon  and 
die  ChanceUoTt  relative  to  the  further  progress  of  the  bill ;  in 
the  coorse  of  winch,  the  latter  observed^  he  was  afraid  he 
ahaeld  find  it  his  painful  duty  to  resist  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill.  The  Airther  consideration  of  the  cause  was  adjourn- 
ed till  Monday. 

Mrv  Fyeff  bom  the  admiraltyi  presented  an  account  of  the 
proceeds  ol  old  navid  stores,  from  the  ist  of  i)ecember  1803, 
to  the  1st  December  1804,  which  were  wdered  to  be  printed. 

After  a  conversation  between  the  Marquis  of  Buclungham 
and  dm  Lord  Cfaaocellor,  relative  to  the  question  of  the  ap- 
plication of  an  Irish  act  of  the  2d  Geo.  L  to  a  part  of  the 
case  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox  •,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor's  remark- 
ing, that  any  question  grounded  on  that  statute,  would  be 
duly  considered  by  the  house, 

UoBttsel  and  evidence  relative  to  the  matters  in  charpft 
against  Mr.  Justice  Fox  were  called  in,  and  two  or  thr^e  wit- 
DfBsses  examined,^  after  which  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  was  deferred  till  Friday.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  Of  commons. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  IZ. 

Mr.  Creevf^  gave  notice,  that  he  should  the  next  day  move 
y(or  an  exchange  of  lists  between  the  parties  interested  in  the 
Middlesex  eljsction  \  and  also  that  the  ballot  be  deferred. 

Loopd  Glenbervie  gave  notice^  that  he  should  the  next  day 
SDOve  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  consolidate  the  several 
acts  relating  to  the  land  tax. 

Admiral  Berkeley  brought  in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  Uhiited  time,  the  wopUen  manufacturers  suspension  act,  pass- 
ed la^t  session,  wliich  was  ordered  to  be  r^  a  second  tiihe 
the  next  day,  and  to  be  printed^ 

^     Mr. 
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Mr.  Giles  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  in  force  in  this  coantry,  to  prevent  the 
ibrgcry  of  bank  notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  to  every  part  of 
the  kingdom.  He  apprised  the  house  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  have  the  bill  printed. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  brought  in  a  bill  for  explaining  and 
amending  the  act  for  regulating  the  exportation  and  importa- 
tion of  corn,  which  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Monday  next,  ami  to  be  printed. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  cominittee   ' 
on  the  Duke  of  Athol's  claim,  was  appointed  for  Wednesday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  the  honse,  that  they 
had  agreed  to  the  post  horse  firming  duty  bill,'  the  payitiastei^ 
general's  bill,  and  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  bill. 

Colonel  Craufurd  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  thee 
house  an  account  of  the  number  of  soldiers  who  returned 
from  the  East  Indies  to  Europe,  in  consequence  of  the  explo- 
ration of  their  service,  from  the  years  1 788^  to  1 794  inclusive ; 
and  the  number  of  recruits  raised.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Grey  deferred  his  motion  on  the  state  of  the  nation, 
which  stood  for  Wednesday,  to  Tht^rsday  next. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORD  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Lycestcr  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  resuming  the 
adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  for  the  impeachaoent  ^  of 
Lord  Vise  unt  Melville. 

The  original  question  and  amendment  having  been  put 
from  the  chair,  Mr*  Lycester  took  that  ppportunity  of  offer- 
ing a  few  words  to  the  house  in  explanation,  as  sliortly  as 
possible,  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  felt  that  he  should  dis- 
charge his  duty  conscientious lyi  both  to  Lord  Melville  and 
the  public,  in  giving  a  negative  to  the  motion.  But  before 
he  should  come  to  state  these  grounds,  he  begged  to  say  a  few 
words  on  a  subject  that  was  only  collateral  to  the  question  in 
•debate,  namely,  what  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  brought 
forward  *  the  motion  had  said  with  respect  to  Mr.  Wilson. 
<rhat  hon.  gentleman  had  fairly  and  candidly  admitted  that  he 
ididerstood  Mr.  Wilson  to  be  a  very  meritorious  officer,  and 
when  he  had  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the  committee,  to 
have  behaved  himself  in  a  very  proper  and  becoming  manner. 
lift  this  statement  he  concurred,  as  he  was  sure  every  member 
of  the  committee  would.  But  then  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  below  him  (Mr*  Canning) 

VouIIL  1805.  Hh  ought 
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oaght  to  have  dismissed  Mr.  Wilson  from  his  office,  and  in 
this  he  differed  from  that  honourable  gentleman.  The  hon. 
member  here  offered  some  observations  to  shew  that  Mr. 
Wilson  had  not  acted  criminal!  y,  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
dismissed  from  his  situation.  Having  stated  so  much  as  to  the 
Collateral  point)  he  came  next  to  the  main  question.  If  the 
present  were  an  original  proceeding  against  Lord  Melville,  he 
shoald  oot  give  his  negative  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable 

.  geacleman,  because  the  facts  before  the  house  were  not  satis- 
fectorijy  accounted  for,  and  he  thought  inquiry  was  necessary. 
Butfit)m  his  professional  habits  he  was  not  disposed  to  think  a 
man  giiilty>  till  he  should  be  proved  to  be  so,  after  having  had 
a  fiill  opportunity  of  justifying  himself  against  the  charges 
against  him  on  a  fair  trial.  Whatever  would  have  been  his 
opinion,  with  respect  to  the  present  motion,  if  it  had  been  an 
original  proceeding,  the  question  had  now  taken  a  different 
turn.  The  question  now  was,  whether  an  impeachment  ac- 
cording to  the  motion,  or  a  criminal  prosecution,  according  to 
the  amendment  of  his  honourable  and  Ic^arned  friend  (Sir. 
Bondy  should  be  adopted  ?  and  here  it  was  to  be  considered 
what  proceedings  had  already  taken  place.  On  the  8th  of 
April,  resolutions  of  censure  had  been  passed  on  the  conduct 
of  the  noble  lord.  On  that  occasion  he  had  been  discharging 
his  duty  in  a  different  place,  and  had  not  heard  what  had  been 
urged  to  induce  the  house  to  adopt  these  resolutions.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  something  conclusive  must  have  been  brought  ' 
forward  on  the  occasion  ;  hut  for  his  part,  he  could  not  find 
any  thing  that  would  justify  the  proceedings  that  had  been 
taken.  Lord  Melviile  had  been  charged  with  withdrawing 
the  public  money  from  the  bank,  for  the  purposes  of  private 

•emolument ;  but  Lord  Melville  had  ^tated  the  very  reverse  to 
be  the  case ;  he  had  stated,  that  it  had  been  drawn  only  for 
the  expediency  of  the  public  service.  From  all  that  had 
pislsedf  he  had  not  observed  any  thing ''tending  to  criminate 
Lord  Melville  on  that  head,  'i  he  noble  lord  had  afterwards 
been  struck  out  of  the  list  of  privy  counsellors ;  and  on  the 
29th  of  April  an  order  was  made,  directing  the  attorney  ge- 
neral to  commence  a  civil  suit  against  his  lordship.  Two 
questions  had  arisen  on  that  occasion  ;  first,  whether  a  civil 
aiit  should  be  commenced  against  him  5  and  next,  whether 
a  criminal  prosecution  should  be  instituted^  and  though 
many  different  opinions   prevailed  on   the  subject,  whieh 

.  were  fluctuating  and  changing,  yet  at  length  the  frivil  suit 
fojf  thf  recovery  of  ;he  money  was  preferred.    It  would  be 
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Inconsistent  for  the  house  to  order  a  criminal  prosecution 
after  having  adopted  the  other  modt  of  proceeding )  and 
herein  it  was  painful  to  him  to  diflFer  from  his  r^t  honour- 
able and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Bond),  for  whose  opinion  he 
entertained  the  highest  respect,  and  for  whose  person  he  felt- 
the  most  sincere  and  zealous  friendship.  The  circumstances 
which  led  to  a  suspicion*  of  participation  on  the  part  of  Lord 
MdviUe,  had  been  before  the  house,  in  that  part  of  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Trotter,  where  he  says  that  he  had  "been 
sometimes  in  advance  ten  thousand  poimds,  or  twenty  thou« 
sand  pounds  to  Lord  Melville.  'As  the  civil  suit  had  beenotv 
dered,  the  select  committee,  with  the  instructions  they  had  re- 
ceived, had  considered  themselves  a?  precluded  fr6m  inquiring* 
into  any  matters  that  were  the  objects  of  that  suit  j  and  if , 
any  of  the  witnesses  that  had  been  examined  before  them,  had 
set  out  with  stating  that  they  were  about  to  give  evidence 
touching  sums  advanced  for  the  private  use  of  Lord  Melville^ 
he  ha4  no  doubt  that  they  would  have  been  stopped  in  the 
outset.  That  having  been  the  case,  he  conterided  that  it  ' 
If  ould  be  highly  inconsistent  for  the  house  to  stop  the  civil 
suitj  and  institute  a  criminal  prosecution  now.  lie  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  a  case  might  not  be  made  out,  m  D?hich  ifc 
would  be  right  to  adopt  such  a  course;  but  he  insisted  that 
such  a  case  should  be  first  made  out.  His  learned  friend  bad 
stated  that  new  matter  had  been  produced  t<y  the  house,  and 
he  was  ready  to  admit  that  if  such  matter,  as  had  not  been  m 
the  contemplation  of  the  house  before,  had  been  brought  to 
light,  and  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  the  alteration  of 
their  proceedings,  the  inconsistency  might  be  properly  incurred. 
This  question  turned  upon  the  cases  respecting  twb  or  three 
sums.  As  to  the  twenty  thousand  pounds  that  had  been  lent 
to  Lord  Melville  by  Mr.  Trotter,  there  was*  no  evidence  to 
prove  that  his  lordship  knew  the  fund  from  which  it  had 
been  procured.  Neither  could  he  discover  any  trace  of  evi- 
dence to  prove,  as  stated  by  his  learned  friend,  that  Lord 
Melville  had  participated  in  the  interest  arising  from  haty,  ex- 
chequer bills,  6r  other  stock  purchased ;  and  he  saw  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  such  participation  existed.  He  admitted 
that  the  ten  thousand  pounds  which  had  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Lord  Melville  previous  to  1786,  and  the  other  sum 
of  ten  thousand  pounds,  or  twelve  thousand  pounds,  being 
half  of  the  twenty -three  thousand  pounds  advanced  out  of  the 
public  money,  had  been  prtmd  facie  unexplained.  But,  for 
«kc  of  argument,  he  should  suppose,  what  would  be  most 
disadvantageous  to  Lord  Melville,  that  both  had  been  applied 
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to  his  private  use^  and  then  it  would  only  follow,  that  they 
had  been  advanced  to  him  from  time  to  time  as  a  temporary 
accommodation.  It  had  been  argued  by  the  noble  lord  pppo* 
site  (Lord  Henry  Petty)  that  these  sums  had  never  been  re* 
paid.  If  that  had  been  proved  he  should  admit  that  it  would 
be  a  sufficient  reason  £or  the  house  to  depart  from  its  adopted 
proceedings,  in  order  to  institute,  a  criminal  prosecution.  But 
he  wished  ^hat  n«ble  lord  to  hear  in  mind  that  the  charge  was 
not  supported  by  the  evidence  ;  and  that  the  hon.  gqntleman 
even,  who  had  brought  forward  the  motion,  had  not  asserted 
that  those  $umahadnot  been  repaid,  it  was  stated  in  the  re- 
port that  these  sums  Wiere.  repaid,  but  without  raterest.  He 
could  have  wished  that  the  noble  lord  hstd  examined  the  evi- 
dence before  he  contradicted  that  fact.  The  hon.  member 
here  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  answers  of  Mr. 
Trotter,  to  two  questions  on  this  subject,  where  he  stated  that 
these  Slims  must  have  been  paid  to  him,  and  to  him  as  pay- 
master, and  to  his  answer,  that  not  only  these  sums,  but  all 
oth^r  advances  to  Lord  Melville,  since  the  year  1786,  had 
%\ufic  bepn  repaid.  He  asked,  therefore,  whether  in  fairness 
«>r  landpur  any  mind  could  suppose  that  these  sums  had  not 
been  repaid  ?  If  k  could  be  proved  that  they  had  not  been 
repaid,  that  wouUL  make  out  a  stronger  case  than  any  that  had 
yet  been  made,  because  it  would  prove  an  embezzlement  of 
the  public  money.  There  was  no  proof  that  the  public  had 
lost  a  single  shilling.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  appeared 
only,  that  i|k  the  course  of  14  or  16  years.  Lord  MelviUe  had 
been  accommodated  with  sums  to  the  amount  of  between  20 
and  301O0DL  As  to  the  bond  of  release,  he  thought  there 
was  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  clause.  Though  such  a 
clause  was  not  usual  in  the  precedents  of  bonds  of  release, 
he  should  not  have  thought  it  extraordinary  if  such  a  clause 
were  presented  to  himself  in  a  release,  and  he  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  sign  it.  It  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  gen^ 
tiemen  that  had  been  examined,that  covenants  to  give  up  vouch- 
ers were  frequent}  and  the  introduction  of  this  clause  for  burn- 
ing of  vouchers  had  arisen  firom  the  parties  having  been  at  the 
distance  of  400  miles  frpm  each  otlier  wiKn  the  releasehad  been 
executed,  and  the  inconvenience  of  transmitting  the  vouchers 
mutually  such  a  distance.  If  this  clause  had  come  to  their  know- 
ledge without  any  previous  acquaintance  with  the  circumstance 
of  the  destruction  of  vouchers,  it  would  never  have  given  rise  to 
anyunfavourablesuspicions.  All  this,therefore,had  been  known 
previous  to  the  civil  suit  \  and  it  would  therefore  be  inconsis- 
tent to  alter  the  course  of  proceeding.  He  would  ask^  whe- 
ther 
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ther  tif  0  processes  could  be  instituted  without  subjecting  the 
party  to  a  double  punishment  ?  If  they  could  not  institute  the 
criminal  prosecution  without  interfering  with  the  civil  pro-' 
cess,  they  ought  not  to  prosecute  at  all.  The  noble  lord  had 
been  already  punished  by  the  successive  measures  that  had  been, 
taken  with  respect  to  him.  The  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
farought  forward  the  motion  had  stated>  that  the  noble  lord's 
resignation  had  been  voluntaryi  and  not  in  consequence  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  houses  But  could  any  one  seHously  as* 
sert  that  he  had  not  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  house  ?  He  was  himself  of  opinion,  that  the  no« 
Ue  lord  ou^ht  not  to  be  further  punished,  because  he  had  al- 
ready suffered  punishment  to  the  utmost  extent  to  which  an 
impeachment  would  subject  him.  'flie  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Whithrcad)  had  said,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  carry  the  punish-, 
ment  a  hair's  breadth  beyond  what  the  ends  of  justice  requir- 
ed. But  what  was  the  end  of  justice  ?  Not  to  crush  the  indi^ 
vidua!,  but  to  make  an  example  that  might  deter  others  from 
the  commission  of  such  crimes.  Could  any  body  suppose 
that  Lord  Melville  had  not  been  made  an  exagapte  of?  They^ 
had  only  to  consider  what  he  was  twelve  months  since,  and  to 
compare  that  with  his/present  degraded  and  fallen  state.  He 
confessed  that  he  thought  the  ends  of  justice  were  satisfied, 
that  Lord  Melville  had  been  sufficiently  punished,  and  that 
enough  had  been  done  for  example,  and  he  should  therefore 
vote  against  the  motion. 

A/r.  Wilberforce  admitted  that  the.  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him  in  the  debate,  had  acted  conformably  to 
his  usual  character  and  conduct,  and  had  discussed  the  ques- 
tion throughout  the  whole  of  his  speech  with  that  candour 
and  moderation  which  became  a  member  of  the  legislature* 
It  was  painful  to  him,  after  all  that  he  had  heard,  to  be  com-* 
pelled  still  to  dissent  from  the  conclusions  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  drawn,  and  particularly  because  he  felt  the  difficulty 
and  embarrassment  in  wliich  the  bouse  was  placed^  But 
whatever  might  be  his  feelings  on  the  occasion,  or  his  sense  of 
these  embarrassments,  they  should  all  give  way  to  the  dictates 
of  duty,  and  for  the  ends  of  substantial  justice.  He  had 
come  down  to  the  house  the  preceding  day  with  his  mind  dis- 
charged from  tlae  influence  of  what  had  passed,  with  a  view 
to  attend  to  what  the  noble  lord  had  to  urge  in  his  defence, 
and  in  the  expectation  tliat  any  thing  that  was  doubtful 
might  be  explained,  and  any  thing  that  was  wanted  might  be 
supplied.     He  had  come  to  the  house  entertaining  doubts 
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concerning  the  motion  which  was  to  be  submitted  to  it.     But 
whatever  might  have  been  the  impression  on  his  mind  in  that 
instance,  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  had  convinced  him  that 
some  further  criminal  prosecution  was  necessary  before  the 
ends  of  justice  would  be  satisfied.    The  principles  tocJ  whicii 
the  noble  lord  had  laid  down,  and  particularly  one  of  them, 
wefc  such  as  to  call  for  severe  observation.     It  might  be  said 
that  they  had  now  arrived  at  a  new  era  in  the  course  of  the 
proceedings  on  this  business.    They  had  been  in  such  a  state 
with  respect   to  several  particulars,  that  they  could  not  look 
for  information  to  any  Other  than  his  lord$hip  ;  and  though, 
when  permitted  to  attend  in  that  house,  he  had  been  laid  un- 
der restrictions  in  another  place,  it  was  to  have  been  expect- 
ed, thjlt  notwithstanding  these  restrictions,  he  would  not  have 
omitted  to  have  entered  into  a  defence  of  his  conduct  fairly 
and  temperately.     But  so  far  had  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord 
been  from  a.justification  of  his  conduct,  or  from  proving  the 
steps  harsh  which  the  house  had  taken,  that  it  strengthened 
the  charges  already  affecting  him.     He  should  not  go  over 
the  whoFe  of  the  arguments  of  the  noble  lord,  because  they 
had  been  infinitely  better  refuted  by  the  hbn.  gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Whitbrcad),  and  because  he  should  only  injure 
that  hon.  gentleman's  arguments,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  re- 
peat them.     It  would  also  be  painful  to  him  to  go  through 
the  detail,  for  which  reason  he  should  abstain  almost  altoge- 
ther the  consideration.     But  there  were  one  or  two  topics  on 
which  he  felt  it  indispensably  necessary  for  him  to  touch. 
The  noble  lord  in  his  speech  had  acknowledged  no  crimi- 
nality, he  had  attempted  to  justify  his  conduct,  and  stated 
that  the  law  of  the  land  had  not  been  violated.     In  support 
of  this  assertion  he  had  argued  from  the  statute,  and  from 
the  conduct  of  subsequent  treasurers  of  the  navy,  and  in  par. 
ticular  of  Lord  Harrowby.     As  to  the  argument  founded  on 
the  provisions  of  the  statute,  the  noble  lord  insisted  that  the 
statute  only  required  that  iht  money  should  not  be  drawn 
from  the  bank  but  for  naval  services,  which  regulation  of  the 
statute  had  not  been  violated.     But  was  it  to  be  supposed, 
that  the  legislature  could  in  such  a  statute  regulate  the  man- 
ner in  which  every  mimite  sum  was  to  be  drawn,  or  that  hav- 
ing directed  that  the  money  was  not  to  be  drawn  but  for 
naval  services,  it  was  not  intended  that  the  morfty,  when 
drawn,  was  not  to  be  applied  to  any  but  naval  servicfcs.^ 
Could  it  be  endured,  that  the  money  should  be  stated  to  have 
been  'drawn  for  naval  services,  and  the  application  of  it  to 
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any  othef  purpose  than  naval  services  should  be  attempted  to 
be  justified  by  any  such  miserable  quibble  ?     It  had  alsabeea 
said  by  the  noble  lord  that  Lord  Harrowby  had  doubted  of 
the  propriety  of  the  practice,  and  that  it  was  continued -two 
years  after  he  had  been  in  office.     When  that  noble  lord  had 
found. that  the  practice  was  illegal,  he  reformed  it.     Every 
body  who  knew  Lord  Harrowby,  knew  that  bis  health  had 
been  such  as  hot  to  allow  him  to  uttend^  when  appointed,  to 
the  duties  of  his  office  5  and  every  b  ^y  who  knew  that  noble 
lord,  knew  also,  that  when  afterwards  his  state  of  health  per-_ 
niitted  him  to  discharge  thes&  duties  fully,  he  had  conducted 
the  business  of  his  department  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
law,  and  with  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
statute.     It  was  unnecessary  to  argue  that  the  act  of  parlia* 
ment  was  clear  and  imperative  on  this  head.     The  manner  in 
which  it  had  originated,  the  discussions  that  had  preceded  it, 
and  the  circumstances  that  had  attended  its  enactment,  all 
threw  a  light  on  its  meaning.     The  great  and  main  object  .of 
the  statute  was,  to  prevent  balithces  from  accumulating  in  the 
hands  of  sub-accomptaots,  and  to  make  the  bank  the  only 
banker  to  the  public  for  the  navy  money.     He  remembered 
an  attempt  that  had  been  made  to  justify  the  practice  of 
making,  private  profit  by  the  use  of  such  money  on  a  former 
occasion,  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of  former  treasurers. 
But  on  this  subject  two  things  were  to  be  considered  ;  first,, 
that  the  case  had  been  altered  when  the  law  proscribed  the 
practice  •,  and  next,  that  the  continuance  of  the  praaice  was 
aggravated  by  the  circumstances  with  respect  to  the  noble  ' 
lord  under  which  the  law  had  passed.     For  what  purpose  was 
an  additional  salary  of  2000I.  given  to  the  noble  lord,  if  not 
as  a  compensation  for  his  having  been  deprived  of  the  emolu«- 
ments  arising  from  the  use  of  the  public  money  ?     It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  treasurer  was  not  to  make  profit  by  the  pub*, 
lie  money,  and  is  the  distinction  tt)  be  tolerated  that  what  the 
law  does  not  allow  to  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  the  paymaster  ?     What  is  there  in  the  law  that  does 
not  apply  to  cither  as  well  as  to  the  other  ?     He  was  sure  that 
the   provisions  of  the  law  were  equally  clear   as  to  both. 
What  the  noble  lord  could  have  meant  by  stating  he  did  not 
know  of  Mr.  Trotter's  having  derived  any  profit  from  the  use 
of  the  public  money,  but  by  his  share  of  the  interest  it  bore 
when  lodged  in   P«Icssrs.  Coutts's,  he   could  not  perceive. 
The  noble  lord  seemed  throughout  a  great  part  of  his  speech 
to  iirgue,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  ncX^  derived  any  private  profit 
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in  drawing  the  money  from  the  bankj  though  here  he  admit-* 
ted  it  (a  cry  of  no!  no!).  He  bad  made  a*note  on  the  circmn« 
stance  at  the  time,  but  if  he  misunderstood  the  noble  lord,  he 
was  glad  to  be  set  right.  It  appeared  to  him,  however^  a 
narrow  and  weak  distinction  that  had  been  put  between  the 
purposes  for  which  tlie. money  had  been  drawn,  and  the  uses 
to  which  it  had  been  applied.  The  tioble  lord  had  said,  that 
if  he  had  been  asked  a  question  directly,  as  to  that  point,  he 
could  not  have  had  any  hesitatbn  in  answering  it.  The  conclu- 
sion, therefore,  was,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  been  permitted  to 
draw  money  from  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  it  to 
purposes  of  private  emolument.  He  was  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  state  it,  but  this  was  not  satisfactory  to  him,  n/)r  could  it 
be  so  to  any  one  who  looked  for  substantial  information. 
He  could  recollect  but  one  part  in  which  the  noble  lord  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  satisfactory,  and  that  was  his  reason  for 
keeping  his  place  of  treasurer  of  the  navy  in  consequence  of 
its  having  been  connected  with  the  superintendance  of  Indian 
affairs,  which  that  noble  lord  had  presided  over  and  regulated 
whilst  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  control,  in  a  manner  most 
honourable  to  himself  and  beneficial  to  the  country  and  the 
company:  and  here  he  begged  leave  to  bear  testimony,  in 
justice  to  that  noble^  lord,  to  the  purity  and  integrity  with 
which  he  had  administered  the  affairs  of  the  India  compa* 
»y  during  the  whole  time  he  presided  over  them,  particularly 
in  his  appointments  to  high  and  important  offices  in  that  ser- 
vice. He  had  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  many 
such  appointments,  where  the  noble  lord  knew  nothing  of  the 
person  he  appointed  but  from  his  integrity  and  ability.  He 
had  heard  one  person  (Lord  I'eign mouth),  who  had  been 
governor-general  of  India  by  his  lordship's  appointment,  say, 
xbsskX.  during  the  whole  time  of  his  being  in  that  important  sta»- 
ijon  he  had  never  been  applied  to  by  his  lordship  for  any  one 
thing  as  a  matter  of  favoui*,  which  could  have  been  in  the 
Mnallest  degree  disagreeable  to  his  feelings.  With  regard  to 
the  burning  of  the  papers  and  the  clause  in  the  release  for 
that  purpose,  he  observed  that  many  thought  that  a  doubtful 
transaction.  'For  his  own  part,  if,  as  it  had  been  put  by  the 
learned  gentleman  (Mr*  Leycester),  that  stood  by  itself,  and 
they  had  not  known  of  any  destruction  of  papers,  he  thought 
tiiat  it  would  not  have  given  rise  to  any  suspFcion.  But  he 
agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bond)  who  had  re- 
marked upon  the  coincidence  of  the  time,  an^  the  destruc- 
tioQ  of  the  papers^  whilst  the  parties  were  at  such  a  distance 
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firom  each  other,  fhat  this  was  a  doubtftd  circumstance.  The 
noble  lord  iB  his  letter  to  the  commissioiirers  had  stated,  that 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  amusing  himself  occasionally  with  de- 
stroying useless  papers  (a  bud  cry  ofno^  no  ;  on  which  the  hon. 
member  cmsulted  his  copy  of  the  report).  He  had  mistaken  a 
word.  The  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  he  employed  himself 
in  the  occasional  habit  of  destroying  usdess  papers.  When 
these  circumstances  were  considered^  it  would  be  impossible 
to  divest  one's  mind  of  the  suspicion  of  some  impropriety. 
But  the  topic  upon  which  he  felt  most  sensibly,  the  article  in 
his  lordship's  speech  which  ^Stcxtd  him  ,most  forcibly  wasy 
that  on  which  he  spoke  of  the  io,oool  which  he  had  in  his 
possession  when  Mr.  Trotter  had  been  appointed  paymaster. 
Of  the  application  of  this  sum,  he  bad  declared  that  he  would 
give  no  account  to  that  house,  or  to  any  other  body  or  indi* 
vidual.  It  would  have  been  surj^ising  that  any  man  should 
make  such  a  declaration,  but  It  wias  particularly  astonishing  in 
his  lordship,  who  was  so  well  acquamted  with  business,  so 
wdl  versed  in  history,  so  well  skilled  in  the  practice  of  the 
constitution,  so  well  informed  on  the  subject  of  legal  delin- 
quency, and  so  much  in  the  habit  of  preparing  the  defencesT 
of  others.  What  did  it  amount  to  but  the  avowal  of  a  prin* 
dple,  which,  Jf  the  house  were  once  to  recognize,  would  put  an ' 
end  to  all  the  advantages  of  the  constitution,  and'  the  most 
invaluable  privileges  of  that  hoyse  ?  It  was  the  same  as  if  the 
noble  lord  were  at  once  to  say,  "  I  will  be  greater  than  the 
law;  I  will  be  superior  to  the  constitution;  I  will  do 
that. which  both  prohibit,  and  I  will  -not  be  accountable  to 
any  authority  for  the  trespass.''  When  our  sovereign  ascends 
the  throne  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  hereditary  right,  it  is  re- 
quired of  him  to  take  an  oath  that  he  will  govern  according 
to  the  laws.  It  is  equally  the  law  that  no  money  voted  by 
parliament  should  be  expended  but  as  the  law  directs.  The 
noble  lord  had  spent  ten  thousand  pounds,  and.  perhaps  ^nd- 
thcr  ten  thousand  pounds,  for  which  he  refused  to  give  any 
account.  It  was  a  libel  on  the  constitution  to  suppose' that 
any  grievance  could  arise  for  which  it  did  not  point  put  a 
remedy.  It  was  a  principle  of  bur  happy  constitution,  and 
that  which  endeared  it  most  to  his  enthusiastic  love  atid  ad- 
miration, that  it  was  as  capable  of  vigour  and  secrecy  oa!som€ 
occasions  as  of  openness  and  publicity  in  others.  But  the  no- 
ble lord  was  prevented  from  any  disclosure  by  considerations 
of  public  honour  and  private  convenience.  When  the  noble 
lord  had  accepted  of  a  place  in  this  country,  ^e  must  have  en- 
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tered  into  an  obligation  to  discharge  the  duties  of  it  according 
to  law.  What  country  the  obje£tionabIe  principle  might 
be  accommodated  tO|  he  knew  not ;  but  fure  he  was,  that  it 
was  not  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  this  country.  This 
.  brought  to  his  mind  an  anecdote  of  one  of  our  .own  princeSf 
who  was  moll  unprincipled  and  unfortunate,  James  II. ;  nOy 
he  meant  another  that  was  more  profligate  than  unfortunate, 
his  immediate  predecclTor,  Charles  II.  who,  if  he  had  had 
the  benefit  of  luch  a  principle  as  the  noble  lord's,  need  not 
have  employed  any  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  or  reforted 
to  the  extraordinary  means  which  he  fgund  neceilary  to 
enable  him  to  fupply  bis  extravagancies.  It  could  not  be  true 
that  fuch  a  fecrecy  was  either  euential  to  the  dignity  of  the 
government  or  the  fafety  of  the  country.  The  anecdote  he 
alluded  to  was  one  which  is  recorded  of  the  obfervation 
made  by  a  Mr.  Gourney,  on  an  occaiion  of  one  of  the  ex* 
traordinary  means  reforted  to,  to  extraA  money  in  the  reign 
of  that  profligate  monarch.  His  obfervation  bad  been,  that 
a  king  of  England,  who  governed  by  the  laws,  would  be  the 
greateft  fovereign  on  earth,  but  that  if  he  fhould  not  be  the 
man  of  his  people,  he  would  be  the  weakeft.  This  had  fuch  an 
eiFed  on  the  monarch  as  to  put  a  (lop  to  his  extortions  for  a 
time.  But  they  (hould  look  to  the  confequefices  that  would 
refult  from  the  principle  of  the  noble  lord,  the  meafuresof 
public  corruption,  fecret  depravity,  and  undue  influence  that 
It  would  ^ive  rife  to.  The  avowal  of  fuch  a  principle  led 
one  to  think  that  there  was  fomething  dark  and  myiterioua 
in  the  tranfaAion  that  would  not  bear  the  light,  and  he  (Iiould 
only  add  that  the  limple  declaration  of  it  was  big  with  dan- 
gers which  might  not  be  forefeen.  The  main  queflion  was, 
in  his  niind,  whether  Lord  Melville  had  not  been  already 
punifhed  ?  and  that  would  lead  them  to  confider  the  nature 
and  amount  of  his  lordlhip^s  crime.  He  had  formerly  flated» 
that  whether  it  were  con^dered  with  refpect  to  its  intrinfic 
turpitude  or  its  poflible  confequences,  it  was  a  crime  of  the 
greateft  magnitude.  With  refpeft  to  the  circumftances  that 
had  attended  its  commiflion,  it  appeared  equallv  indefen- 
fible.  It  had  been  committed  by  one  acquainted  with  the 
laws  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  country;  it  had  not 
been  committed  in  a  huTry  nor  through  panion,  but  had 
been  perfevered  in  for  many  years  ;  fo  that  it  was  charac- 
terifed  by  its  intenfity,  if  Xh€  expreflion  might  be  allowedf 
on  one  hand,  and  its  continuity  on  the  other.  It  had  been 
urged  that  the  noble  lord  had  already  fufiained  much  punilh* 
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meat ;  but  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  ftriking  him  out  of 
thejiftc^  privj  counfellors  was  the  only  punilhraent  which 
he  had  yet  uifFered.  (^  cry  of  no^  no^  frim  the  treafury 
ienckes,  and  of  hear^  hear^  ff^fn  the  oppo^ion,)  The  rcfo« 
lutioos  that  the  houfe  had  voted,  pronouncing  on  his  con- 
dud,  unqueftionably  formed  no  part  of  his  puni(hment,be« 
caufe  they  might  very  properly  precede  the  motion  for  im- 
peachment. And  if  the  bon.  member  who  had  brought 
forward  this  motion,  had  followed  up  the  refolutions  with  a 
fimilar  one,  it  would  have  been  right  in  him  to  have  taken 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  on  the  refolutions  firft,  and  on  the 
qaeftion  of  guilt.  Under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
coniidering  that  fuch  a  crime  had  been  committed,  had  been 
fo  elucidated,  fojuftified,  and  fo  defended,  he  would  rather 
that  they  Ihould  refcind  all  that  had  been  done,  and  allow 
Lord  Melville  to  be  reftored  to  all  his  former  diftinAions, 
than  that  they  ihould  flop  here,  and  not  adopt  any  further  ' 
criminal  profecution  for  obtaining  the  purposes  of  fubftantial 
juftice.  It  had  been  argued  by  the.Jearned  gentleman  that 
the  criminal  profecution  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  re- 
gularity of  their  proceedings ;  but  though  there  had  been  a 
variety  in  the  meafures  they  had  adopted,  yet  that  variety 
had  arifen  from  the  different  circumftances  in  which,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  they  had  been  placed.  When  the  refolutions 
had  been  voted,  and  the  vote  for  carrying  them  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  the  lights  they  then  had  were  fufScient  to  juC- 
tify  thefe  proceedings.  They  had  alfo  in  view  the  crimin^il 
profecution;  and  if  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  in- 
tended, by  advifing  ^he  name  of  the  noble  lord  to  be  ftruck 
out  of  the  lift  of  privy  counfellors,  to  defeat  the  criminal 
proceeding,  he  ought  to  have  ftated  it  to  the  houfe  and  given 
them  a  choice.  In  both  thefe  cafes  they  had  aAed  accord- 
ing to  the  lights  they  had,  and  in  carrying  up  their  fenfe  of 
the  conduct  ^f  the  noble  lord  to  the  throne,  they  had  only 
difchafged  a  duty  as  a  branch  of  the  legiflature.  Bat  he  could 
not  conceive  that  they  by  that  precluded  themfelvcs  from 
adopting  any  further  proceedings.  With  regard  to  the  dif- 
ferent modes  of  proceeding  he  was  inclined  to  adopt  the 
amendment  that  had  been  propofed  by  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Bond).  But  he  thought  that  thofe  who 
were  agreed  in  iubftance,  ihould  not  differ  about  the  manner 
of  attaining  it,  and  he  was  therefore  of  opinion  that  his 
right  hon.  ftiend  would  do  well  Qot  Jo  prefs  his  amendment 
pQ  the  houfe,  becaufe  it  was  defirable  that  thofe  who  were 
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agreed  upon  the  end  fliould  not  appear  to  diiFer  about  the 
means,     lie  (hould  therefore  agree  in  the  original  motion* 
though  he  was  difpofcd  to  prefer  the  amendment.  He  giadly 
Agreed  with  his  riglu  hon.  friend  in  his  eulogiums  on  the  ad- 
minidration  of  juftice  in  this  country  ;  he  alfo  with  pleafurp 
concurred  witli  his  panegyric  on  that  mode  of  trial  which  was 
one  of  the  mod  valuable  rights  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  rendered  its  conditution  the  mod  enviable  on  earth. 
He  iliould  hope  that  thd  hon.  gentlemen  oppoiite  might  be 
induced  to  adopt  the  amendment ;  but  if  they  (hould  perlift 
in  the  original  motion,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  vote  for  it. 
He  begged  pardon  for  trefpa(Cng  at  fuch  length  on  the  houfe  ; 
but  he  could  not  fit  down  without  making  one  or  two  ob- 
fervations  on  the  arguments  of  the  learned  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him  in  the  debate.     That  learned  gentleman 
had  faid,  that  if  it  had  been  proved  that  the  fum  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds  had  not  been  repaid,  he  (hould  vote  for 
fuilher  proceedings.  .  It  appeared,  therefore,  that  his  diffi- 
culty was  only  a  quedion  of  degree,  and  refolved  itfelf  into 
expediency.     If  they  thought  that  the  punifhment  already 
innided  was  not  adequate,  they  were  not  precluded  from 
adopting  further  proceedings.    The  learned  gentleman  ha^ 
iniided  that  no  lofs  had  been  fudained  by  the  public.     But 
there  was  one  lofs  which  the  public  had  certainly  fufFered, 
in  the  additional  falary  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  that  had 
been  granted  to  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  as  had  been  dated 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.VVhitbread),  in  lieu  of  the  pro- 
fits derived  from  the  ufe  of  the  public  money.     But  this  he 
(hould  not  dwell  on  as  an  item  of  lofs.    The  great  lofs  was 
not  in  money,  it  arofe  from  a  caufe  much  more  important 
and  deeper,  which  druck  at  the  root  of  all  thofe  principles, 
which,  by  being  kept  pure  and  uncontaminated,  could  alone 
fecure  the  conditution  againd  public  corruption,  and  prevent 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  being^  alienated  from  that 
.  conditution  which  was  fo  judly  the  objeft  of  their  admira- 
tion.   He   had  but  oiie  remark  more  to   make.     Whea 
Lord  Melirille  allowed  Mr.  Trotter  to  draw  the  navy  money 
from  the  bank  for  the  purpofe  of  placing  it  at  a  private  ban- 
ker's to  derive  profit  from  a  participation  in  the  intereft  of 
it,  he  ou^ht  naturally  to  have  warned  him  againft  hazarding 
the  public  money  by  fpeculatipns  in  dock  jobbing ;  yet  no 
fuch  evidence  had  appeared  in  the  datement  of  the  noble 
lord.     When  alfo  the  noble  lord  could,  if  the  cafe  had  adr 
mitted  of  it,  have  judified  his  conduct^  and  had  onaitted  to  dp 
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fo»  he  wasjuftified  in  concluding  that  he  could  not.    The 
main  queftion,  therefore,  for  the  houfe  to  afk  themfelves 
was,  whether,  as  this  motion  had  been   brooght  forward, 
the  punifhment  already  inflided  was  fufficient,  or  whether, 
without  conniving  at  the  condu£t  of  Lord  Melville,,  they 
could  vote  agaioft  the  motion  ?  he  had  been  doubtful  atfirft, 
but  after  having  beard  the  defence  of  his  lordfhip,  he  feit 
that  he  had  no  option.     He  thought  he  underftood  from  the 
learned  gentleman  that  they  miglit  come  at  a  knowledge  of 
further  circumftances  relative  to  the  ten  thoufand  pounds,  by 
the  evidence  of  Mf.  Trotter,  and  that  alone  was  fufBcient  to 
juftify  further  proceedings.     If  all  perfons  in  office  who  bad 
the  difpofal  or  care  of  public  money  were  to  imitate  the  ex« 
ample  of  Lord  Melville,  by  diverting  the  public  money  to 
private  purpofes,  crimes  would  be  multiplied,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  delinquency.    As  to  the  application 
of  money  to  fecret  fervices,  he  begged  to  remark,  that  only 
ten  thoufand  pounds  were  allowed  annually  for  £nglan(i> 
and  that  fums  voted  for  foreign  fecret  fervice  money  were  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  oath  of  the  fecretary  of  ft  jte  that 
they  had  been  expended.     If  fuch  praflices  as  formed  the 
charges  againft  Lord  Melville  were  to  be  fufiered  to  pafs 
with  impunity,  it  would  be  vain  to  adopt  or  enad:  regula* 
tions  for  the  fecurity  of  the  public  money  or  the  dire^ion 
of  public  offices.    Lord  Melville  fhould  account  for  the 
furos  of  public  money  which  he  received.    The  learned 
member  had  faid,  that  his  defence  had  extenuated  his  guilt, 
but  he  was  Convinced,  on  the  contrary,  that  by  it  it  had  been 
aggravated.     The  learned  gentleman  had  alfo  ftated,  that 
this  was  not  a  time  for  going  into  inquiries;  but  it  was  to  be 
coniidered,  that  the  neceffity  had  been  impofed  upon  them 
by  thofe  who  would  not  let  them  know  what  their  guijt  was. 
He  depended  on  the  flrength  and  refources  of  the  empire 
for  its  protection,  on  th^  fuperiority  of  our  riavy,  and  the 
valour  of  our  forces ;  but  he  depended  more  on  the  affec- 
tion and  attachment  of  the  people  of  the  cbuntry ;  on  their 
love  for  the  conftitution,  and  their  loyalty  to  their  fovereign, 
which  would  be  enfuredmore  efledually,  if  they  fhould  fee 
that  there  was  no  impunity  for  crimes  committed  againft  the 
public,  and  that  their  rignts  were  refpefted,  their  liberties 
(ecured,  and  the  laws  equally  adminiftered  on  the  eternal 
principles  of  found  policy  and  impartial  juftice. 

Lord  Cafllereagh  felt  himfelf  peculiarly  called  upon  to 
^te  the  grounds  on  which  be  mwft  give  his  decided  uega- 
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live  to  the  motion  oF  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  had  been 
anxious  that -the  queftion  fhouid  be  difcufled  by  thoie  who 
pofleiled  great  legal  and  conAitutional  knowledge ;  but  how- 
ever that  knowledge  belonged  to  his  hon.  friend  who  had 
juA  fat  down,  he  was,  he  owned,  furprifed  at  the  mode  in 
which  he  had  treated  the  fubjed,  to  the  difeuffion  of  which 
he  feemcd  to  have  come  for  the  firft  lime,  and  of  which  he 
appeared  to  have  taken  the  moft  antiquated  view.  He 
trufted  the  peiiod  was  now  arrived  when  the  queftlon  was 
fully  underftood.  When  the  hon.  gentleman  oppofite  made 
bis  motion,  he  was  by  no  means  aware  whether  he  intended 
that  the  rtieafure  propofcd  by  him  fhouid  be  fupplemental  to 
the  civil  fuit  rnftituted  by  order  of  the  houfe,  or  whether  it 
was  to  be  a  fubllitute  for  that  proceeding.  The  expiana* 
tion  with  which  that  hon.  gentleman  had  followed  the 
fpeech  of  his  hon.  friend  behind  him*  (Mr.  Bond)  fhewed 
that  he  meant  the  latter.  In  this  cafe  the  civil  fuit  ought 
not  only  to  be  fufpended,  but  altogether  abandoned.  On  die 

Soiition  of  his  hon,  friend,  that  if  new  matter  bad  been  laid 
efore*  the  houfe  ne^  fteps  ought  to  be  taken,  he  was 
anxious  to  join  iiTue  with  him,  fuppoiing  that  his  hon.  friend 
of  courfe  meant  new  matter*  not  merely  nominally  fo,  but 
fubftantial  aggravated  matter,  fuflicient  to  arreft  the  atten- 
tion of  the  houfe,  and  to  induce  it  to  adopt  that  propofition, 
which,  when  the  difcuflion  took  place  on  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  a  civil  or  a  criminal  proceeding,  bis  hon.  friend  had 
thought  it  right  to  rejeA.  Up  to  the  prefent  moment,  every 
ftep  taken  by  the  houfe  feemed  clearly^to  indicate,  that  they 
relinquifhed  all  idea  of  criminal  profecution.  He  was  by 
no  means  defirous  of  tying  the  hon.  gentleman  oppofite  ( Mr. 
Fox)  down  to  any  opinions  he  had  delivered ;  but  certainly, 
on  the  fecond  night  of  the*debate  on  this  fubje£l,  that  hon. 
gentleman  had  declared,  that  if  Lord  Melville  were  removed 
from  his  majcfly's  councils  and  prefence,  he  fhouid  confider 
all  perfon^l  proceedings  againd  him  as  concluded,  and  that 
thare  would  then  only  remain  to  obtain  pecuniary  juflice  for 
the  country.  But  it  was  not  on  authority^  however  high 
and  refpedable,  that  he  wilhedioi^ft  the  merits  of  the  cale. 
He  agreed  perfectly  with  his  hon.  friend  who  had  jufl  deli- 
vered his  fentiments,  that  the  houfe  might  come  to  certain 
refolutions  with  a  view  to  a  fubfequent  impeachment  or  cri- 
minal profecution  ;  but  he  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  hon* 
gentleman  who  moved  thofe  refolutions  againfl  Lord  Mei- 
villei  whether  or  not  he  had  intimated  any  intention  of  thk 
^  nature. 
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nature.     He  bad  not  done  fo ;  he  had  contented  himfelf 
with  dropping  a  hint  that  he  would  profecute  further  inouiry 
into  that  part  of  the  tenth  report,  in  which,  as  he  faid,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  impHcated,  and  that,  on  a^^ 
future  day,  be  would  propofe  that  a  civil  fuit  Ihould  be  infti- 
tuted  againft  Lord  Melville,  for  the  purpofe  of  recovering 
from  him  any  profits   arifing  from  the  ufe  of  the  public 
money.     By  his  fubfequent  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma* 
jefty  to  remove  Lord  Melville  from  his  prefence  and  coun- 
cils for  ever,  be  evidently  and  avowedly  looked  for  one  pu- 
iiiihment,  and  he  would  fcarcely  violate  the  conftitution  fo 
grofsly  as  at  the  fame  time  to  have  another  in  his  view.  The 
obje£t  of  the  addrefs  was.  not  confined  to  removal  pending 
any  criminal  proceedings  againft  the  noble  lord.     No,  on 
cool  deliberation,  after  an  interval  of  three  weeks  from  the 
paffing  of  the  refolutiohs,  the  hon.  gentleman  propofed  that 
motion  which  was  to  difmifs  Lord  Melvilfe  from  all  places  of 
truft  and  dignity  for  ever.  Nothing  c^uld  be  more  clear  thaa 
that  at  that  time  all  idea  of  criminal  profecution  washanifh* 
cd  from  the  hon.  gentleman's  mind.      Let  us  now  coniidec 
the  civil  fuit,  and  the  circumftances  under  which  the  fcleSt 
committee  had  been  appointed.   Was  it  poffible  to  imagine^ 
that  if  the  houle  had  entertained  the  moft  diftant  concep* 
tion  of  the  probability  of  deriving  from  the  refearcbes  of 
that  committee  matter  on  which  it  would  be  expedient  to 
ground  a  criminal  profecution,  they  would  have  voted  the 
inititution  of  a  civil  fuit,  and  have  debarred  the  committee 
from  inveftigating  thofe  points  in  the  tenth  report,  on  which 
alone  the  expediency  of  luch  Criminal  profecution  could  reft? 
Up  to  the  appointment  of  that  committee^  therefore*  it  was 
evident  that  nothine  could  be  £irther  from  [the  contemplation 
of  the  house  than  ue  institution  of  any  criminal  proceeding 
against  the  noble  lord   A  new  case  must  therefore  be  shewn^ 
and  irrefi^gable  arguments  adduced  to  incline  the  house  now 
to  adopt  that  from  which  they  so  recently  abstained ;  other* 
wise  the  option  between  a  civil  and  a  criminal  prosecution  was 
no  longer  in  their  possession.    Were  this  principle  not  to  be 
adhered  to,  Lord  Melville  would  be  treated  in  a  manner  to 
which  never  had  a  British  subject  been  before  exposed  i  and 
his  fate  would  remain  on  record  as  a  monument  of  the  incon* 
sistent  severity  of  parliament.    Was  there  any  new  matter 
in  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  what  was  its  im« 
port  and  value  ?     In  cox^sidering  this  part  of  the  subject  he 
wished  to  establish  a  distinction  material  to  an  accurate  judg- 
ment. 
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meht.  It  vras  between  the  charge  of  profit  obtained  from  thet 
puWic  money  actually  proved  against  Lord  Mehille,  and  that 
-of  which  only  suspicion  existed.  He  intreated  the  house  to 
•recollect  the  circumstances  known  to  them  prior  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  cominittcc,  and  those  with  which  they  had 
subsequently  become  acquainted.  It  was  known  in  the  for- 
mer period,  that  considerable  sums  of  the  public  money  issued 
for  navW  ^rvices  hjrf  been  appropriated  to  purposes  not  na- 
*val.  N^,  thcimpfession  was  stronger  than  it  was  now,  for 
the  house  thcri^'knew:  that  6d,oool.  had  been  diverted  in  this 
manner^  but  they  did  not  know  tl^at  40,6^0!;  of  it  had  bcca  * 
applied  in  a  way  which  did  infinite  credit  to  ^hpse  concerned 
in  the  application  ;  and  yet  having^negativferf 'a  proposition  to 
*  enter  into  criminal  proceedings  at  that  time,  they  are  now 
'called  on'  to  accede  to  it  when  the  circumstances  are  so  much 
less  flagrant,  nor  was  the  house  ignorant  at  the  time  he  allud- 
-td  to,  that  the  public  money  had  been  withdrawn  by  Trotter 
from  the  bank  with  Lord  Melville's  knowledge.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  laid  much  stress  on  the  refusal  of  the  noble 
lord  to  explain  what  was  done  with  the  io,oool.  for  which 
he  was  in  advance  prior  to  the  paymastersHip  of  Trotter,  and 
had  insisted  that  because  he  would  not  explain  that  transaction, 
k  must  necessarily  have  been  one  from  which  he  had  derived 

i)ersonal  advantage;  but  surely  it  must  occur  to  that  hon.  gen- 
leman  and  to  the  house,  that  in  times  like  those  through 
which  we-  have  lately  passed,  money  might  be  applied  in  se- 
cret services,  the  disclosure  of  which  to  a  single  individual, 
might  endanger  the  life  and  honour  of  those  who  had  placed 
impficif  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  a  minister.  His  hon. 
friend  had  expressed  a  doubt  whether  or  hot  this  money  had 
been'  ever  repaid ;  but  if  he  would  examine  the  evidence  of 
Trotter i  he  wOUld  find  thit  point  completely  ascertained.  He 
says,  tbkt  not  only  that  sum",  but  every  sum  since  advanced  ta 
Lord  Mfelvill<;;  had  been  pottctually  i^placed.  With  regard  to 
the  fcxtdnt  of  the  danger  with  which  the  constitution  wasr 
threateftiedby  this  species  of  transaction,  let  it  be  considered 
fhat  if  ativ  one  does  apply  the  public  money  to  any  object  not 
itiliiedimif  regular,  he  expects  to  be  repaid  from  some  legal 
garter-,  iftiot,  he  must  lose  the  money;  and  the  house  surely 
nwd  blunder  no  alarm  that  any  individual  would  thus  dispose 
of  hiB  private  property  for  the  purposes  of  corruption.  Now, 
tlMighthc  noble  lord  at  the  time  when  he  withdrew  this  sum 
6f  {'o,'oool.  was  not  in  any  official  situation  as  a  minister,  yet, 
^U 'ytsj^ctto  Scotlandj  h^  waSj  to  all  intents^  a  confidential 
^.wU3  •-*'«•  ,  "         servaDil' 
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servant  of  the  crown.  It  had  been  supposed  that  this  itionfff 
was  devoted  to  his  own  emolament,  but  of  this  the  mode  ih 
which  he  described  his  apprehensions  to,  Trc>ttar  on  his  fii^ 
coming  into  the  paymastership  was  a  sufficient  refutation.  It 
was  the  language  of  a  man  who  had'  advanced  poblk  mdnejr 
for  public  services,  and  who  was  fearful  that  the  result  would 
be  detrimental  to  himself.  With  regard  to  the  other  suoi; 
with  the  employment  of  which  for  private  advaniAge  before 
his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Trotter,  Lord  Mel^le  ha^ 
been  charged,  it  was  precisely  the  sum  on  which  no  i^ 
dictment  could  possibly  be  framed*  What  was  the  situation 
of  Lord  Melville  at  that  time  ?  This  sum  wa»  part  of  the  ba^ 
lances  of  his  first,  and  the  first  part  of  his  sAcond  treasurership^ 
to  which  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  apply.  He  allowed 
that  the  noble  lord  was  bound  not  to  derive  any  advantas^ 
from  those  balances,  but  he  was  by  no  means  restrained  by 
the  resolutions  of  the  comttiisstonersof  accounts,  or  by  the 
recent  increase  of  salary,  from  keeping  them  where  he  chose. 
Besides,  if  Lord  Melville  had  been  so  dead  to  all  sense  of  ho^ 
nour,or  so  willing  to  risk  the  shipwreck,  of  his  chiuracter  as  he 
had  been  represented,  would  he  have  been  satisfied  with  keep- 
ing this  lo^oool.  in  his  hands  ?  Would  he  not  rather  have 
retained  the  whole  t)f  the  balances,  amounting  to  fifty-sik 
thousand  pounds  i  If  the  noble  lord  had  allowed  himself  ttf 
make  use  with  such  facility  of  the  public  money,  or  if  he  had 
connived,  in  the  way  in  which  he  had  been  accused  of 
doing,  in  the  free  use  of  such  money  by  Trotter,  is  it  cro& 
dible  that  he  would  have  borrowed  from  him  the  sum  of  tea 
thousand  pounds  on  interest  i  ;.  Would  he  not  father,  if  hift 
relations  with  Trotter  were  such  as  had  been  described,  have 
felt  entitled  to  demand  that  he  should  feed  his  wants  ?  It 
was  far  from  his  intention  to  say,  that  Lord  Melville  had  not 
permitted  a  breach  of  the  law,  or  that  he  had  not,  in  his  opi- 
nion, allowed  considerable  mismanagement  to  exist  in  his  of« 
fice  ;  but  there  was  a  wide  diderence  between  this  accusatiolk 
of  irregular  and  not  perfectly  warrantable  conduct,  and  a  de^* 
linquency  of  the  most  sordid  and  base  nature  that  could  attach 
to  man.  With  respect  to  the  money  dravm  from  the  mixed 
fund,  he  allowed  it  was  a  fair  object  of  jealousy,  and  h# 
thought  a  civil  procedure  necessary  to  ascertain  the  compo^ 
rition  of  that  fund.  But  surely  his  hon.  friend,  versed  as  hd 
was  in  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  country,  would  not 
contend  that  a  criminal  court  could  take  cognizance  of  thia 
money,  until  it  was  proyed  to  be  public  property,  whidt 
V01..IU4  X805.  &k  I90UI4 
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could  6nly  be  .done  bj  a  civil  suit«  At  present  it  could  only 
be  arcued  upon  as  matter  of  suspicion,  and  not  established  by 
proot  Deducting  ten  thousand  pounds,  which  was,  bnder 
Other  circumstances,  the  sum  on  which  suspicion  arises,  leaves 
iprty^ix  thousand  pounds^.  He  allowed,  that  previous  to  the 
report  of  the  select  comfpij^eei  with  the  exception  of  Trotter's 
>ccou|it<urjccnt,  thcjbii^ifsg.^aspot  in  possessioii  of  any  evi- 
dence explanatory^  of  th^  ^pticationof  thatjsuco,  but  on  look- 
ing at«ii:,,the  $|m,i)jfrfipentyrW^ 

iK>uads.)x){TbTJ^  fogf^  on  interest, 

jnust:be  cied4cte(L  Jt  was'  not  )intil.hp.if[fi^  hard  pressed, 
that  Trottec  aicknowledged  in  the  cQoiin^jtjteeA .  that  he  wa» 
himself^  the  lender  of  this. sum.  The  hon.,  gentleman  had 
urged  against  the  noble  lord  that  19.  his'  statement  the 
precfi{i"g<!^^^  ^^  b^^  ^^  mentioned  either  the  lender 
c^.thL^iinpney  or  the  se<:u;pity  on  which  it  was  jdcposited.  The 
reason  th^  he  h^  not  dj^t^eso  was  obvious^  lie,  considered 
.the  jarhole,  as. a  private  tran^tion,  but  it  did.  i)ot  follow  that 
^ere  was  no  ostensible  lender.  It  was  nof  a  sum  from  which 
Lord  Melville  had  derived  any  personal  advantage,  but  for 
.which  ne  paid  to  Mr?  Trotter  the  same  interest  that  he  would 
have  done  to  any  other  member  of  the  community.  The  sum 
was  thus  brought  down  to  less  than  twenty-five  thousand 
^pounds  \  of  this  the  subscription  to  the  loyalty  loan  amounted 
to  ten.  thousand  pounds,  the  security  for  which  remained  in 
the  hands  of  Trotter,  and  the  intecesf  of  which  discharged  the 
'interest  of  the  sum  advanced  for  it.  Thus  was  this  gross  sum 
for  which  Lord  Melville  stood  ^countable,  reduced  to  that 
at  .which  it  was  on  the  last  vote  6J  the  hoiise.of  commons  on 
the  subject,  namely,  between  ten  apd  fifteen  thousand  pounds. 
In  th^.  wl]^e  6i  tlus  trai^^ction  therefore,  as  developed  by  the 
.select  committee, Jio.tbii>^  new,  or  more  culpable  than  whatwas 
formerly,  known,  had  he^'dlscovered ;  and  was  it  within  the 
iiphecci^possibility  diia^  Lord  MelvUlc'shou^  sacrifice  cvai 
his  sel^timatioQ,.  supposing  that  the  aSair  '^hould  never  be 
unveilpljfpr  sudi  ajfining  coTOlderatioD?;  It  \i^as.nbt  probable 
,that  at^^y  one  ppripd  he  was  in  possession  ojFmore  than  five 
p&sU  t^j^and  pounds. ,  But^  stating  it  at  the  utmost,  suppos- 
,  jng  ittpi}e^ft<;ea  thbusandpouhds,  the  annual  value  of  which 
was  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  what  motive  could  such  a 
inan«  possessed  of  such  a  character,  vested  with  such  power 
|i^  that  noble  lord,  have  to  embark  in  suet  a.wiekedand  bare« 
^^ced  tcapsaction,  for  sopaltry  a  sum  ?  With  riespect  to  the 
jps^ymenVof  uavy  bills  at  Coutts's,  it  was  a  subject  of  general 
t      .  "  notoriety  j 
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notorietyVno  attempt  whatever  wasinade  to  conceal  ill  Had 
there  been  any  wish  to  derive  fVom  this  practice  illicit  advan- 
tages^  would  drafts  on  that  banking-house  have  been  given  to 
every  man  who  walked  the  strpcts  ?    In  this  cotintry,  ^^hich- 
had  to  boast  that  the  purity  of  its  ministers  had  beeti  uhpol*^ 
luted  for  centuries,  was  it  possible 'to  suppose  that  the  nob(e* 
lord  would  sell  himself  to  perditidft^ftr  such  a  pHcc\  ':lnd  in- 
so  stupid  a  manner  ?  And  to  ci*oi*ii  fti  Whoteraftei-tfie  cbmW 
missioners  bf  navil Inquiry  hatf'Bfcri'iifl^lnt^,  and  after  they 
had  issued  their  tremendous  prcceptsiTitfeiupffes 
concealing  his  feliifection  Wit^i  1  rot(per,'to  go  tolji  man  ^f  busi- 
ness for  the  jmVpoye  of  enabling  birii  t£do  that  whieh,  haij 
he   been  gCnBy^tif  that  which  wa^  laid  to^h'is   c&argfe,  he 
could  liave  done'  xfioft  efffectually  hiniself !    Ndc  satisfied  with 
this  corifidcAcc  iffSpottiswoodt,  he  had  confided  !n  the  regis- 
ter of  Scotland  f^' And  tb  what  purd^sewasallthii'hnifidfehci?? 
According  to  his'a'ccusers  it  mu^i  ftave  been  for  tfie' purpose 
of  self-destrtictidn  f    He  owiiiStf^'  after  the  most' anxious  at- 
tention that-perhaps  he  had  ever  paid  t6  a  subject  in  the  whofe 
cburse  of  his  lifej  he  could  not  impute  an^  serious  ^ih  to  the 
noble  lord,  although  he  could  not  but  admit  tAat  n(!^hing  coutd 
be  more  unfortunate  than  his  situation.    But  that  afly  new  or 
strong  additional  facttf  against  him  had  been  produced  in  thc^ 
report  of  the  select  committee  he  positively  denied.    On  the 
contrary,  that  report  extenuated  rather  than  aggravated  the  cif-'' 
ctimstances  of  the  case.  He  intreated  the  house  now  fbr  the  la$t; 
time  to  consider  the  silbjcct  with  the  solemnity  WWeh  hs  inl-"' 
porunce  demanded;  and  to  come  to  a  deliberate  decision,* 
which  th^  should  not  hereafter  feel  compelled  to  view  witK* 
regret.     Without  meaning  to  derogate  from  the talciitsbf  the" 
hon.  gentleman  who  was  the  original  prosecutor  of  ^hiis^afiair,' 
or  to  utter  any  thing  in  tlie  least  dfercspectful  to' his  chtmfc-" 
tcr,  he  conjured  the  house  to  aslc^hemselves  whether  6r  not^ 
he  had  been  a  prudent  or  succesrful  adviser  in  the  ioeasures* 
'hitherto  adopted  by  them,  and  whether  oi-not  he  was  likely 
to  be  so  in  thofe  which  were  to  follow.  He  thought  that  hon. 
gentleman  must  feel  in  his  own  breast  that  the  prod*eding«r 
•  recommended  by  liim  had  not  been  altogether  sittHhttcrj ; ' 
that  to  come  to  a  vote  of  conviction,  without  ariy  proof  of 
guilt,  without  hearing  the  accused— without  possessing  one 
ground  on  which  aa  English  mind  could  reconciletb  itself  the 
condemnation  of  any  individual,  however  obscure  and  con* 
(emptibltf,  much  les$  on(  who  bore  the  high  ^rs;icter  for  tft* 
'    '  K  k  :j  '  Jcnte, 
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)8Ats,  aad  If  ho  enjoyed  the  brilliafic  distinctions  of  the  noblq 
lord,  wa$  not  entirely  consonant  to  the  dictates  of  liberality  on 
justice*  To  the  charge  of  predpitatiqn,  he  had  %o  add  that  of 
^bsequenfc  indecision.  1  he  hon.  gentleman  gave  notice  of  a. 
Q^otion,,  wbidb  a^r  the  lapse  of  a  week  he  suddenly  abandon^ 
fd»  By  hi^  measures  he  had  involved  the  house  of  commons 
yi  a  sit^alioQcof  much.entkb^massment ;  he  had  given  to  their 
pnoceedi9g9.  theappearsitice.'of  a  deaire  ta  piinish  Lord  MeU 
tillc  by  pieec^meal  i  lm  pv^  him  to  the  tsovtore^  and  to  do  tha( 
H^ith  ploaavifre.  and  osuikation  /at:  wfaicb.thcfeeijiigs  of  every- 
true  Briton  jRevolted^  '  It  had  been  8atd>.  ^>Wibff:  does  not  Lord 
MelviUe  wi$h^tQ  subout  himself  to  the  judgnndntrisf  his  peers  :'*-. 
For  his4  ^^'^  part,  nothing  rcould  induce  htm  ^  ne^ive  the 
question:  for  bringing  the  noble  lord  to  that  tribunal,  did  ho 
conceive  thajt  it  would  afford  him  a  iair  opportunity  of  excul-* 
paition;..'  But  thi^  could-  sot  be  the  case*  What  evidenco 
t^uld  he  adduced  ?  His  own  must.be  rejected^  There  wa& 
QO  other  but  that  of  Mr.  Trotter-;  and  he  dcdare?,  that,  al-^ 
though  he  knew  of  the  twenty  thousand  pounds  being  in  the. 
hand»  of  the  noble  lord,  he  was  ignorant  of  its  applicadan,* 
opd  it  wasoD  the^appplication  that  the  merits  of  the  case  rest*: 
ei^.  .  How  then  could  thehouse  of  lords  decide  i  If  they  cony 
meted  hiui  of  holding  •  ten  thousand,  pounds  of  the.  public 
imiiney  in  his  hands  antecedent  to  the  paymaster&hip  of  Trot- 
t&Tf  (which  was  scarcely  possibie*  as:  Lord  Melville's  acknow^ 
judgment  seemed  to  be  the  onl^  evidence,  and  this  was  inad-j. 
misaibie  in  a  court  of  justieQ)v:ik  would  be  qnly.a^ conviction ' 
pt  .legal  guik»  and  not  guilt  of  that  dark  compieyioo  witl^ 
which  it.  had  been  painted  by  the  hon.  gentleman  and  hiy 
coadjutOf>  But  if  thp  housrof  peecs  declared  Lord  Melville 
innocei^t«  were  the  commons  prepared  to  rescind  the  votebj: 
ichich  thoy  h;Kl'expeUed.frpm.the  service  of  his  soyereigny.and 
from  th»  service  of  his  coutttryi  a  man*  whQse  loss  at  such  v 
t8i|ea9t)ib> present  was;mositsincin«ly:to  berdeplored?  Fedk: 
39g9  thei:e&m9  that  he  might  be  consUeced  as  ntorally  gniltyv: 
under  thie  mai^  of  legal  guilt,  and  that  if.he  were  proclaimed 
iuboentyi  he  could  iiQt  recoyer  the.  ad  vantages,  of  innocenee», 

r.itwionderful.that  the  noble  lofd  was  desirous  to  avoid, 
fruitless  ordeal  ?  What  mode  of  procedure  then  was  left. 
ior  the  house  to  pursue  ?  That  oh'  which  they  formerly  de-. 
cided,  a  deiziftion  which  nothing  new  had  occurred  to  dnnge., 
A  civil  suit  was  the  beat,  adapted  to/ the  ends  of  public  justice. 
In  ^  civil  js^t  the  judges  uroi^dnot  be  prevented.&omayaiiing. 
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diemselves  of  the  testimony  of  the  noble  lord  himself.  The 
proceedings  in  a  civil  suit  would  be  more  likely  to  be  attended 
vith  fainiesff  and  impartiality  than  in  a  criminal  prosecdtiorii' 
Should  the  gcih  of  the  noble  lord  be  foimd  as  great  as  it  wa4 
described  to  be  by  his  accusers^  would  the  country  think  thtf 
O^msactton  bacHy  or  incompletely  wound  up  by  compelling 
him  to  refund  his  pecuniary  gaun>  after  the  other  ^severe  pu^' 
nishment  which  had  already  betsn  indicted  on  him,  a  puni^-*' 
ment  the  most  bitter  to  thoieclin^sof  man  y  and  in  considera* 
don  of  the  disgrace  and  ignominy  that  must  attend  hi«n  through 
|hc  remainder  of  his  eikistence?  Undei<  all  the^  circumstances, 
he  felt  that  thBifaoose  had  arrived  at  a  point  at' whteb  it  wasr 
indispcnsahle  to  the  execution  of  their  public  duty  to  press  nd 
ftirrhci:  the  punishment  of  the  accused.  Would  an^  man  say 
that  the  punishmeht  Lord  Melville  had  already  undiergontf^ 
was  not  suSdent  to  make  every  member  of  govemctient'lbe^ 
Vrith  the  utmost  strictness  to  the  executfion'  of  the  laws  #itte 
which  they  werr  separately  emmsted?  Public  justice 'wa#' 
appeased,  and  it  might  surely  be  now  flowed  to  lo^k  baek  oil] 
the  public  life  of  the  noble  lord,  and  to  examine-  whether  or' 
BOt  ♦that  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  ^rountry^ 
the  resentment  of  which  had  been  so  strongly  excited  against 
him — From  his  earliest  acquaintance  with  Lord- Melville  hdf' 
|iad  watched  his  actions  with  the  utmost  attention,  and  hehtiet 
ever  found  him  di^hargiiig  the  various  and  important  duties  k(> 
irhich  he  was  engaged  with  th^  utmost  integrity  and  ability.^ 
lie  had  fought  manfully  by  his  side  in  the  defence  of  Mi""* 
happy  constitution,  tt  a  time  ithen  it  was  surrounded  hf  the* 
most  perilout  circumstances.  In  Ithe  peculiar  depaltmerit  in' 
which  he  had  so  unworthily  succeeded  that  noble  lord^  heiiad  ^ 
daily  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  eflFects  of  -  his  briilianr' 
talents  and  inde&tigaUe  assiduity.  FeeHng  mdst  strongly  ther 
sentiments  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  convey  to  thehousCy-^ 
he  was  £rmly  convinced  not  only* that  he  should  bc^ffidAi^? 
his  duty  to  the  house  and  to  the  public  by  oppdnng  thet 
motion  of  the  hpn*  gentlemin,  but  that  he  should  be  guiltyt 
q[  infringing  the  most  valuable  privileges  of  the  £nj?l!sh  con^: 
stitntion,  and  the  most  sacred  principles  of  justice,  u  he  coulcb 
be  induced  to  accede  to  that  motion. 

Mr.  Gfvy could  not  allow  the  question  to  go  to  a  decision^ 
after  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  without  expressing  hiv  ^ 
ppinion  on  the  attack  that  had  been  made  by  him  on  his  hon.' 
fnend,  he  might  say  on  the  house  hsdf.     The  noble-  lord  ac- 
cused hb  hon.  friepd  of  having  misled  the  house  into  pro^ 
*  '      •  ccedlngs 
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nishment.    But  was  this  the  charge  ?    No }  the  charge  was 
that  Lord  Melville  under  this  specious  pretext  did  authorize 
TjTottcr  to  withdraw  immense  sums  of  money  from  the  bank^ 
to  be  afterwards  employed  by  him  to  purposes  of  private 
emolument.    The  inquiry  would  resolve  itselt  into  two  heads. 
Was  this  done  with  the  concurrence  of  Lord  Melville  ?  and  if 
so,  did  he  participate  in  the  Emolument  of  it  ?    Into  the  dis- 
cussion of  these  two  points,  Mr.  Grey  entered,  and  brought  a 
variety  ofcircumstances  from  the  tenth  report,  and  from  the 
report  of  the  sdect  committee  to  establish  them.    By  the  act 
founded  on  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  public  accounts 
in  1 7851  Lord  Melville  must  have  been  aware  that  no  addi- 
tional perquisite  or  gratuity  was  to  be  allowed  (to  the  salary 
allotted  by  that  act}  to  the  paymaster  of  the  navy.     The 
operation  of  that  aft  with  regard  to  the  transfer  of  balances 
from  tKe  bands  of  the  paymaster  into  the  custody  of  the  bank, 
was  deferred  by  the  sole  authority  of  Lord  Melville,  from 
July  1785,  when  it  ought  to  have  taken  place,  to  January' 
17S6,  when  it  actually  did  take  place.    On  some  of  these 
balances  positive  proof  existed  of  profit  having  been  made  by 
Lord  Melville;  in  two  of  these  balances  particularly,  amonnt- 
ing  in  all  to  5,oool.  of  which  the  country  had  never  received 
a  shilling.    To  conceal  the  fabe  accounts  of  transfers,  the  clo^ 
cuments,  memorandums,  &c.  had  been  so  cautiously  destroyed. 
The  noble  lord  asserted,  that  the  practice  of  lodging  money  in 
the  hands  of  private  bankers  was  attended  with  much  convex 
nience,  and  that  that  convenience  had  been  affirmed  by  the 
evidence  of  Trotter  \  but  since  he  had  left  the  office  a  new 
arrangement  had  taken  place  without  any  recourse  to  this  ex- 
pedient, which  had  been  found  perfectly  compatible  with  con« 
venience.    However  painful  to  him,  he  mt|st  say  that  he 
could  not  possibly  give  credit  to  the  assertion  made  by  lK>rd 
Melville  in  the  house,  that  in  1 797  he  did  not  know  money  to 
a  large  amount  had  be(;n  drawn  from  the  bank  by  Trotter. 
Lord  Melville  had  been  accommodated  by  Trptter  with  large 
sums  of  money,  not  bearing  interest,  and  he  must  know,  that 
Tirotter  had  no  means  of  raising  this  supply  but  by  withdraw* 
ing  it  firom  the  bank.    Was  he  not  aware  that  the  22,oooI. 
advanced  to  Tweedie,  had  not  been  drawn  from  the  bank» 
merely  for  the  details  of  public  service?    It  was  impossiUe 
that  he  should  not  be  so.     When  therefore  we  find  him  as* 
suring  the  Chancellor  of  the  "Exchequer  that  any  reports  of 
such  proceedings  were  unfounded  rumours,  this  was  an  addt«^ 
tional  circumstance  to  prove  the  necessity  of  a  criminal  prose* 
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catioa.  Then  as  to  the  famous  transaction  of  the  release, 
containing  a  positive  engagement  to  destroy  not  only  the 
vouchers  and  memorandums^  hut  even  the  books  of  accounts. 
The  time  at  Which  this  agreenient  was  entered  into^  was 
enough  to  prove  the  re^I  cause  of., it.  As  to.  registration,  it 
i¥as  no  publipityt.  In  his  letters  ^;tbe  copomissiooers  of  naval 
injury,  why  (did  nol^  Lord  Melt illpM^te^  that  the  burmng  o£ 
his  papers  m«  mi  eoii^equefvre'-Q^rthdt  jn^lf)990;?  Xhe  articles  ' 
by  which  Lord  Me^f^e^  ^^  ^SM^pfOCbed  of  m^leiBgl  pr^6t>  he 
denied  separt^t^Iyt  |H|trth«:  /^rg& wa^  nQt  on  psKm^ullu-s,  but 
that  heha4f^ii9i:9Uy  kpot^ra  of,  and  partkip^tedilo.  It hA  specu- 
lations of  Xrotf^v  "I^he  sums  ^va^ged .  kj.  T^oti^.io  Lord 
Melville,  .increii(aii%.graduaUy  frocQ^  eight  biundced  pft>unds  to 
nineteen  thoufiapd.  pounds^  could  not  proceed*  froxn  ,mj  but 
public«:^d6«  :  Of  the  ten  thoussiivl  pounds  in  the  .handr 
of  Lord  MdiriHe.  previous  to  the  •.  paymaster^li^p  .of  Xrqt* 
ter,  we  should  nover  have  .  heur^  ^ut  fpr  the^  committer; 
Tlus,  therefora,  wsis  a  new  cireu^i^^nce,  ^nd  a  most  uaaterial 
one.  It  was  contrary  to  law  that  he  should  be  in  possession  o£ 
that. sum;  and  when  he  comes  and  tells  yQu  he  wiU  nevei^ 
disclose  the  application  of  it  to  any  man^  he  affords  tlije.strong- 
est  presumption  that  the  application  was  as  illegal  as  the  pos- 
session. If  parliament  passes  over  such  a  declaration  as  this 
unpunished,  there  is  an  end  of  all  responsibility  in  the  public 
officers.  Of  what  use  are  all.  the  acts  restraining  such  trans*^ 
actions  ?  Of  what  U3e  ai«  the  regulation?  respecting  secret 
service  money,,  if  a  treasurer  of  the  navy,  or  a  paymaster,  or 
a  lord  of  the  treasury,  can  divert  the  public  money  to  any  pur- 
pose he  pleases;  and  ihen  boldly  say,  he  will  not  Only  refuse 
to  account  to  the  house  for  the  application  of  such  woiKjy 
but  that  he  will  refuse  to  communicate  it  to  those  wl|o  ou/ht 
to  be  completely  in  his  confidei^cey  in  all  public  mea^vireb  ?  A 
licence  would  thus  be  given  to  malv^sation*  The  ncibit:  lord 
says,  punishment  is  only  for  the  sake  pf  example ,  aipd  th^r  the. 
example  has  already  been  rendered  sufficiently  striJring  to  de- 
ter any  imitators.  This  is  certainly  the  principal^  but:  not  th^ 
soit  end  of  punishment.  Punishment  was  sometimes  inflii:te4, 
for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the  ofiender^  sometimes  to  re^ 
move  him  from  the  possibility  of  a  repetition  of  his  ct^ime. 
A  variety  of  circumstances  concurred  to  modify.it.  .  i^t  in, 
the  present  instance,  had  Lord  Melville  done  any  thing^much; 
less  than  what  he  has  done,  what  punishment  could  be  infiici^4 
less  than  that  which  he  has  suffered  ?  if  the  noble  lord. ^d 
been  deteaed  in  forgery,  the  degradation  that  would  have  fbl- 
Vol.  m.  1805^.  LI  lowed 
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lQ\^ed  would  have  beea  intolerable  tO:a^  man  of  &ding ;  but 
i>o  man  would  say,  it  would  have  been  enough  to  satisfy  the 
justice  of  tlie  country.    The  severity  of  justice  was  not  dc» 
slgi^ed  for  the  reformation  of  the  individual)  but  to  deter 
.  Others  from  similar  crimes.     It  w:as  on  this  principle,  that  the 
privacy  o£  the  crime  was^  in  our  law^  a  ground  6>r  the  s^gra* 
vation  of  the  punishment.  The  crime  principally  complained 
qt  in  thi;  present  instance,  had  continued  i;4  y<ears  undisco- 
vered and  unsuspeaed,  and  was  at  length  discovered  only  by 
accident.     A  rigorous  prosecution  was.  necessary  to  prevent 
tJbie  example  o£  the  long  secrecy,  the  detection  merely  by  ac<* 
cident,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  punishment  on  the  detect 
l;iQn  bpng  drawn  into  an.example  to  encourage  future  malver- 
sation.     The  proceeding  by  impeachment  afibrded  the  noble 
lord  more  ample  means  o£  defence,  for  it  would  comprehend 
the  whole  consideration  of  the   circumstances  of  the  case. 
The  noble  lord  stated,  that  it  was  impossible  Lord  Melville 
could  defend  himself  against  a  criming  prosecution,  having 
destroyed  hi&  papers.    That,  however,  wa&  Lord  Mdville's 
own  act,  and  ought  not  to  prevent  his  triaL    If^  on  the  trials 
the  court  should  be  of  opinion  that  he  had  not  participated  in 
the  profits,  and  that  his  crime  was  merely  having  inadvertently 
suffered  the  abuse,  he  woi|ld  b^  acquitted  and  restored  to  his 
station.  For  these  reasons,  and  for  those  so  ablv  enforced  by 
his  noble  friend  near  him,  (Lord  Henry*  Petty;,  who,  every 
tune  be  spokp,  raised  himself  higberf  in  the  opinion  of  the 
house,  he  was  for  the  original  motion,  for  proceeding  by  im« 
peachment.  Next  to  impeachment  be  apporovcd  of  the  criminal 
prosecution,  and  if  the  original  motion  should  not  be  agreed  to, 
he  would  vote  for  the  amc^dmentiand  move  the  insertion  upon 
it  of  the  words,  <<  that  the  attomey*general  be  directed  to  prp^ 
aecute/'  He  had  no  personal  ill  will  to  Lord  Melville.   On  the 
contrary,  he  would  rejoice  if  the  noble  lord  could  be  proved  in* 
nocenn  He  supposed  the  noble  lord  alluded  to  him,  wl^n  he 
stated  that  the  lashes  ix|flicted  on  him  were  rendered  more  se« 
vere  by  the  consideration  of  the  hands  from  which  they  came. 
He  understood  this  to  apply  to  him  from  a  former  allusion.  But 
he  denied  that  any  obligation  had  been  confrrred  on  him  in  the 
matter  referred  to,  which  should  prevent,  him  from  doii^.  bis 
dvLtj^    It  was  merely  an  act  of  justice  that  was  done,  certainly 
to  persons  who  were  most  dear  ta  him  (Lord  Grey,  and  Earls 
,  St.  Vincent }•    He  had  himself  mo$t  earnestly  pressed  for'  the 
inquiry,  in  opposition  to  those  who .  were  supposed  to  have 
acquired  S9me   right  over  resisting  it.     How.  did  it  hap* 
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pen  that  this  mgratitude,  which  was  now  so  liberally  charged 
upon  him,  was  never  once  mentioned  during  his  constant 
opposition  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer),  who  was  equally  actlVe  in  conferrihg 
the  supposed  favour,  and  against  whom  he  hsid  moved  decided 
resolutions  of  a  criminal  nature  ?  The  magnanimity  of  em- 
ploying in  the  service  of  the  countiy  persons  of  oppbsite  politi- 
cal sentiments  had  been  much  insisted  upon  $  but  the  fact  was,  , 
that  the  noble  earl  whose  services  had  so  much  bene^ted  th^ 
country,  had  always  taken  a  very  different  cours6  of  ^Utics 
firom  him.  The  noble  lord,  who  was  the  subject  df  thfc  pre- 
sent debate  had  less  right  than  any  man  to  complain  of  the 
possibility  of  the  persons  by  whom  he  may  be  tried  having 
been  present  at  the  meetings  where  resolutions  had  beeii  en- 
tered into  against  him.  It  any  hai*dship  could  arise  to  the 
noble  lord  in  this  respect,  it  was  a  hardship  inseparablfe  from 
the  constitution.  The  persons  who'  had  attended  these  meet- 
ings had  not  done  anything  to  prejudice  the  fioble  lord's  case; 
but  no  man  was  less  entitled  to  complain  of  hardship  in  this 
rtspcct  than  the  noble  lord.  Every  one  would  recollect  thtf 
proceedings  held  with  respect  to  the  state  trials  in  f  792  and 
1793,  and  how  active  the  noble  lord  had  been  in  promoting  all 
these  proceedings.  Taking  the  two  reports  together,  he 
thbught  there  was  an  irresistible  mass  of  evidence  to  shew  the 
crimmality  of  the  noble  lord.  If  the  impeachment  should  noi 
be  agreed  to,  he^hoped  the  hoUse  would' vote  that  he  be  pro- 
ceeded against  criminally. 

Ldtd  Caftleteagh  explained:  he  had  stated  that  if  the  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  lent  to  Lord  Melville,  should  be  pf  oved  to  be 
pnblic  money,  even  then  the  advantage  enjoyecjf  from  the  use  of 
it  would  amount  to  no  more  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  9  year,  for  which  a  man  in  Lord  Melville^s  situation 
could  hardly  be  supposed  to  hazard  his  character. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  (Lord  Melville's  soA)  would  detain  the  house 
but  a  very  few  minutes,  not  meaning  to  enter  intd  What  it 
would  be  unwarrantabld  in  him  to  offer,  any  ob^rv^tions 
upon  those  general  matters  which  had  been  so  ably  canvassed 
by  persons  much  more  able  than  he.  He  rose  prindpaih^  Idr 
the  purpose  of  noticing  one  or  two  observations  that  hatf 
fiiDen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who^spoke  last,  and  one  ot* 
two  others  with  respect  to  which  the  house  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  facts.  He  was  enabled  to  state  these  fact^  pe^<c 
iectly.  One  of  these  points  he  alluded  to  in  the  hon.  gentle** 
0an's  spedQh  was  towards  the  condusionj  in  which  ti^  honl 
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gentleman  stated  that  Lord  Melville  adverted  to  some  persons 
*with  whom  he  (Mr.  Grey)  was  intimately  connected.  Whe- 
ther (saidlVIr.  Dundas)  Lord  Melville  did  or  did  not  mean 
to  convey  that  idea  I  cannot  pretend  ;  but  this  I  am  perfectly 
sure  of,  that  nothing  was  farther  from  his  mind  than  to  wish, 
to  restrain,  by  a  reference  to  any  former  proceeding,  any  per- 
son whatsoever  from  delivering  his  opinion  with  respect  to  his^ 
conduct.  The  other  points  related  to  the  meetings  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties^  and  particularly  in  the  metropolis  and  its  vicir 
nity.  There  was  just  reason  to  complain  that  at  those  meet- 
ings exaggerated  language  was  held  with  respect  to  Lord  Mel- 
ville, and  addressed  to  persons  who  were  but  ill  calculated  to 
judge.  If  his  conduct  was  brought  to  judgment  before  this  or 
any  other  respectable  assembly,  he  would  not  have  complaiAed; 
but  when  his  conduct  was  made  a  subject  of  declamation  be- 
fore such  assemblies  as  those  he  alluded  to,  and  when  in  those 
declamations  things  were  atated  as  facts,  there  was  reason  to 
complain  of  such  proceedings  as  very  unfair  and  very  hard. 
At  one  meeting  in  particular,  near  the  metropolis,  the  pecula- 
tions of  Lord  Melville,  his  joint  depredations  with  Mr,  Trot- 
ter, and  the  blunders  by  which  these  matters  came  at  length, 
to  light,  were  descanted  upon  by  a  person  of  no  light  autho- 
rity, and  stated  to  be  the  cause  and  origin  of  those  loans  and 
taxes,  and  other  burthens  which  fell  so  heavily  upon  the  peo- 
ple. This  was  not  true,  and  its  tendency  was  doubtless  to 
influence  persons  who  were  incapable  of  forming  any  fiiir 
judgment  on  the  matter.  With  respect  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
house,  he  would  not  enter  into  them.  Whether  the  fact,  as 
lately  explained,  coincided  with  these  resolutions,  every  one 
would  judge  for  himself.  One  point  which  was  niuch  dwelt 
upon  was,  that  Lord  Melville  had  by  his  own  authority  post- 
poned for  six  months,  from  the  1st. of  July  1805^  to  ist  Ja- 
nuary I  do6,  the  operation  of  the  act  for  regulating  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  the  navy.  Those  who  argued  thus,  appeared 
to  him  to  have  read  only  the  iirst  clauses  of  the  act.  fo  the 
beginning,  the  act  provided  for  the  mode  in  which  the  money 
should  be  issued  from  the  exchequer  to  the  bank ;  but  in  the 
latter  part  it  directed  the  treasurer  to  ihake  up  his  accounts  in 
an  annual  series.  The  accounts  were  to  close  every  year  on 
the  31st  December.  The  first  account  was  to  close,  not  on 
tte  31st  December  1785  but  1786.  It  could  be  only  an  ac- 
count of  six  months  if  made  up  to  the  31st  December  l^S$*  If 
an  annual  account  was  made  up  from  the  very  time  of  passing 
the  act^  the  year  would  end  in  June }  whereas  the  direction  of 
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the  act  was,  that  the  account  should  be  made  up  every  year  to 
the  31st  December,  beginning  with  the  31st  December  1786. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  Mr.  Raikes's  communication  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  which  was  supposed  to  go  to 
.  the  extent  of  stating  that  Lord  Melville  was  guilty  of  fraudu* 
lent  connivance.  As  to  mal-practices  made  use  of  with  re<p 
spect  to  the  public  money,  "  no  ground  existed  for  such  an 
allusion."  The  communication  made  by  Mr.  Raikes  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer^  and  by  him  to  Lord  Melville, 

Eesents .  a  very  different  appearance  to  me.  The  conduct  of 
3rd  Melville  on  receiving  of  the  information,  is  to  me  a  con- 
-vincing  proof  of  Lord  Mdville*s  sense  of  the  extent  to  which 
he  permitted  Mr.  Trotter  to  draw  the  money  granted  for  na- ' 
val  services,  and  beyond  which  he  did  not  conceive  it  possible 
for  him  to  draw  it.  The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  allud- 
ed to  considerable  sums  of  money  standing  at  one  time  in  the 
name  of  Lord  Melville  in  the  funds.  Lord  Melville  could  have 
had  no  difBcuhy  of  giving  a  full  explanation  on  this  point  when 
he  was  heard  in  his  defence,  except  indeed  he  might  be  unwil- 
ling, in  the  variety  of  matter  he  had  to  notice,  to  occupy  the 
house  with  details  of  his  family  aSairs,  details  which  may 
prove  disgusting.  The  loyalty  loan  was  the  only  stock 
Lord  Melville  had  ever  purchased  with  public  money,  and 
that  Lord  Melville  always  considered  as  an  official  transaction. 
The  sums  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  alluded  were  supplied 
from  various  sources  unconnected  with  Lord  Melville's  official 
situations.  I  have  myself  supplied  a  great  part  of  it,  said 
Mr.  Dundas.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  meant  to  insinu- 
ate that  this  stock  was  purchased  with  the  navy  money, 
but  that  was  the  impression  made  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  thing  was  mentioned.  The  circumstance  of  the  release 
has  been  also  much  dwelt  upon  ;  and  it  was  stated  that  the 
registry  was  a  mere  tacit  proceeding.  That  may  be  so  in  this 
country,  but  in  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  where  all  in- 
struments affecting  land,  or,  as  they  were  called  in  that  coun- 
try, all  heritable  lands  were  registered,  nothing  was  done 
with  respect  to  them  without  their  being  inspected  by  the 
agents  of  both  parties.  And  was  Lord  Melville  such  a  per- 
son in  that  part  of  the  country  that  such  an  act  done  by  him 
could  pass  totally  unobserved  and  unattended  to  ?  Another 
observation  made  on  this  instrument  was,  that  the  name  of 
the  procurator  was  not  inserted.  A  noble  lord  on  the  other 
side  (Lord  Henry  Petty),  who  prefaced  his  observations  oh 
(his  head  with  a  declaration  that  he  was  not  well  acquainted 
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"with  the  pnaice  in  Scotlaad  in  this  respect,  afRt^is  preiatct 
vras  necessary  from  what  he  stated  after,  conceived  that  the 
name  of  the  procurator  should  be  always  affixed  to  such  in- 
struments. That  however  is  not  necessary.  If  it  is  intended 
to  render  them  available,  they  must  be  delivered  into' the  pro* 
per  court,  which,  in  this  imtance,  is  the  court  of  session,  and 
the  clerk  proceeds  with  them  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
court.  Another  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bond)  states,  that  a  pre* 
cept  had  been  issued  to  Mr.  Trotter ;  nay.  he  would  go  fur- 
ther, to  Lord  Melville  also,  dated  17th  January,  calling  oft 
them  to  send  in  an  account  of  their  balances,  and  that  an  unsa* 
tkfactory  return  was  made  on  the  ad  February.  I  do  not  Icnow 
with  respect  to  Trotter's ;  but  with  respect  to  Lord  Melville  I 
bad  doubts  of  the  fact  at  the  time,  because  I  did  not  see  how 
Lord  Melville  could  make,  such  a  return  without  referring  to 
papers,  &c.  &a  I  have  since  taken  some  pains  to  investigate, 
and  I  cannot  find  that  any  sucti  precept  was  delivered  bdbre 
July  1 804,  which  was  answered  by  the  return  now  before  th^ 
committee. 

Iktr*  Bond  m  explanation  stated,  that  he  had  misonderstodd 
about  the  precept,  and  was  glid  this  elucidatbn  had  set  (he 
point  ri  At. 

Mr.  7£Ui9on  wished  to  have  the  whole  trial  unprqudiced ;  but 
he  thought  enough  had  come  out  on  the  recent  investigation  to 
warrant  the  putting  Lord  Melville  on  another  trial.  From  the 
xespect  he  had  for  the  rank,  talents,  and  eminent  services  of 
^  noble  lord,,  he  thought  inquiry  might  be  desirable  to  him. 
He  wished  he  mi^t  come  off  with  fame,  and  charactet  re-^ 
stored.  It  was  certainly  the  best  means  of  establishing  his  in^ 
0ocence  if  he  was  innocent.  He  wished  an  inquirer  had  been 
m^e  in  the  first  instance  to  ascertain  the  best  mode  of  pro« 
ceedittg,  but  he  did  not  hint  that  because  that  had  not  beeit 
done,  the  house  was  precluded  from  going  forward  now  witte 
the  only  measures  that  could  be  efi^ctual. 

Mr,  George  Vanjittart  recommeaded  a  criminal  profccu-r 
lion  in  preference  to  an  impeachmem,  on  account  of  the 
tjipence  and  public  inconvenience  atteftding  the  latter. 

Mr.  Bankes  regretted  that  the  boufc  bad  not  come  at  firft 
I0  the  refolution  of  a  criminal  profecutron,  as  he  had 
recommended  on  ^  former  occafion.  It  had  always  appeared 
to  Ittm,  he  confeiied,  that  a  civil  profecution  could  be 
attended  with  no  ultimate  advantage,  and  that  the  only  way 
tu  inveiltgate  and  sift  tlie  matter,  was  by  a  criminal  and  not 
«  eivil  iviu    He  was  led  on  various  grounds  to*  prefer  this 

mode 
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mode  q€  pcoeeediog  to  aa  impeachment^  ibougb  that  Ut 
argued,  was.  ilUl  open.    The.  incoaveniency  Uiat  the  laA 
impeacbmezU  had  cau&d  to-  many  iadlviduals  muft  ftUi  be 
freih  in  the  recolleAioa  of  the  houie,  as  well  as-  the  iittitf 
hooQur  that  accrued  to  them  from  the  rerult  of  that  pro- 
ceeding.    Thia  circuooftance  atone  was  fufficiexit  to  induce 
him  to  prefer  alnloil  any.  other  aiode  of  proceeding  that 
was  at  all  likely  to  meet  the  great  ends,  of  public  adi^aii-' 
tage*     It:  had  beea  aflerted,  however,  by  tboie  who  ^  he 
thought  Qughtto  luiow  better*  that  there  were  no  precedenttf 
fpr  this  proceeding:  but  there:  w-as  one  tx)  which  he  would^ 
call  the  atteation.of  the  houfe,.  and.  which  agreed  in  aUnoflb 
every  tetpsiQi  with  the  cafe  in  (}fieftion«     It  correfpondeiit 
particularly  with  the  prelent  cafe  ia  the  perfon  being  ot 
iuperior  rank.    He  meant  the  cafe  of  Lord  Charles  Halifax^  ^ 
who  on.  the  27tb  of  January  1702,  by  certain  refolutions  ofi  ^ 
tbe  comnuiEoners,  was  found. guilty  of  a  breach  of  truft  i« 
not  xcviiing  the  quarterly  accountSr  as  it  was  the  duty  of  him 
office  to  do.    It  had  been  reprefcnted  as  irregular^  andcoa^ 
trary  to  the  principles  of  juflicey.  to  find:  a  perfon  guilty^ 
before  orderiog  stpro^cution:  but  it  was  certainly  the  mc^ 
natural  way  to  find  firft  the  breach  of  the  aA  of  parliaM 
ment,  and  then  to  order  av  profecution  on  tbe  ground  of  thatf 
breach  of  the  ad.     This  was  exadly  the  pradice  adopted! 
ID  regard  to  Lord  Halifax.     He  was  firft  declared  guilty^  o£ 
a  breach  ef.  truft.  by  the  refoiutionsi  and  thofe  refolutions 
were  afterwards  laid\before  her  majefty,  praying  liermajeftyt 
that  (he* would. be  pleafed  togivedire&ions  to  her  attorney-^ 
general  to  profecute  Lord.  Halifax,  for  his  o£Fences«    In  thit: 
inftance  therefoie,  thej^ei  were  three  different  fteps-  obferva*- 
h\fig  the  refolutions.  of  a  breach. of  laW|  the  vote  to  carry) 
up  thofe  refolutions  to  the  throne,  and  theaddrefs  to  her 
inajefty  to. direct  her  attorney-general  to  inftitute  profect**- 
tion  for  the  fame.     But  it  had.  been  alleged  by  the  frienda* 
of  the  noble  lord«  that. his  removal  from  his  majefty's  privy' 
cpuncil  was  punifliment    enough   in   coniequence  of  tber 
refolutions  they  had  carried  up  to. the  throne.     But  thia: 
removal  was  not  in  confequence  of  any  motion  of  the  hoofei 
to  that  efFe£t.     It  was  the  aA  of  his  majefly  alone,  which 
he  bad  done,  not  by  any  addrefs  from  them,  but  by  the* 
advice. of  his.aiiniTlers;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  they 
had  advifedhis  majeity  wifely,  that  a.peifon  fo  accuted  as: 
hi$  lord&ip  was,  Ihould  not.be  permitted  to  hold  any  official* 
Ctuation.      Bui  .this.was .merely  an  a£l  of  expediency,  a«id» 
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did  not  mark  any  poiitiYe  degree  of  guilt,  as  fuch  meafures 
sniglit  with  propriety  be  adopted  in  relation  to  perfons  in 
the  lead  degree  fufpefted,  as  welt  as  to  the  moft  guilty. 
But  that  of  Lord  Halifax  was  not  the  only  infta'nce  that  bore 
on  the  prefent  queftion.     In  the  year  i7i  1,  when  the  cen« 
fure  of  the  houle  was  voted  againft  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
foughy  w1k>  had  done  ranch  for  his  country,  and  whofe  fer« 
,  Tices  certainly  could  not  be  reckoned  inferior  to  thofe  of 
the  noble  lord  in  queftion,  the  refolutions  were  carried  up  to 
her  majefiy,  and  as  it  was  oiftomary  for  the  crown,  at  that 
time,  and  not  the  houfe,  to  direA  proiecutions,  /he  ordered 
a  profecution  in  confequence  of  the  addrels  from  the  houfe, 
Botwichftanding  the  duke  was  not  then  in  the  receipt  of  anv 
coQolunients  from  office.     Thofe  refolutions  therefore,  it 
appeared,  were  not  confidered  of  themfelves,  as  fufficient 
punilhment,  nor  yet  the  deprivation  of  emolument  that 
might  accompany  them.    But  liad  the  addrefs  been  intended 
to  operate  as  a  fufficient  punifhment,  it  ought  to  have  been 
prefented  in  another  Ihape,  and  to  have  prayed  his  majefty 
to  have  difmilled  him  from  liis  prefence  and  councils  for 
ever,  for  a$  things  now  flood,  the  noble  lord  might  be 
veftored,  at  no  diftant  period,  to  that  fituation  from  which 
'  he  had  been  removed.    The  dignity  of  the  houfe  could  not 
be  preferved,  nor  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  public  enfured  with- 
out a  fair  and  open  trial.  It  had  been  argued  that  there  were 
no  new  circamftances  to  juftify  any  farther  meafures,  but 
fbis  aiiertion  he  totally  denied.     Was  the  difcovery  of  the 
releafe  not  a  new  circumftance  f  Was  not  the  i  0,0001.  due 
by  Lord  Melville  under  the  paymafterfhip  of  Mr.  Douglas, 
a  new  circumftance  ?  And  was  it  not  worthy  of  remark,  that 
Mr«  Douglas  copid  not  have  advanced  that  fum  to  his  lord- 
*ihip  on  the. fame  ground  as  Mr.  Trotter,  as  he  is  not  pretend- 
ed to  have  been  his  private  agent,  and  yet  no  memorandum 
of  it  feems  to  have  exifted  in  the  office  ?  If  fuch  then  were 
the  additional  tranfactions  that  had  come  to  their  knowledge* 
what  would  the  public  fay  (hould  they  (hut  their  eyes  againft 
thefe  new  difcoveries,  dilcoveries  made  too  contrary  to  what 
had  been  afierted  ? 

Mr.  Canning — ^The  hon.  gentleman  who  has  juft  fat 
down  feems  to  confider  that  he  has  found  out  an  eafy  lolutioa 
to  all  the  difficulties  and  embarraflments  that  olher  gentle^ 
men  have  conceived  this  quefiion  is  involved  in.  He 
has  undertaken  to  ihew  that  there  is  nothing  contrary  to  the 
eilabliihed  ufage  and  cuiiooa  of  parliament  in  the  propofi- 
. .  V  tion 
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tion  which  has  been  made  to  you,  and  to  prove  this  fa'e  has 
cited  two  inftanccs,  which  he  feems  to  confider  perfe&lf 
applicable  and  iimilar  to  the  prefent  cafe,  but  which  I  con-* 
ceive  to  be  widely  different  from  it  in  the  moft  material 
circamftances.     The  fiill  inflance  which  he  mentions  is 
the  cafe  of  Lord  Halifax,  in  the  year  1702,  when  it  appears 
from  the  journals  of  Parliament  (hat  the  houfe  of  commons 
prefenled  to  the  throne  the  refolutions  which    they  had 
entered  into  with  refped  to  that  nobleman,  and  that  Queea 
Anne  accordingly  direded  her  attorney-general  to  profecute; 
but  the  great  difrerence  between  that  cafe  and  the  prefent  is 
this,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  at  that  time  announced  to  her 
majefty  at  once  the  grounds  of  their  refolutions,  and  the  ob* 
}eSt  of  them,  and  the   profecution   was  therefore  imme^^  , 
diately  ordered.    In  the  fecond  inftance,  when  the  houfe  of 
commons  voted  refolutions  expreflive  of  their  difpleafure  of 
certain  parts  of  the  condufl  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, the  crown  of  itfclf  ordered  a  profecution,  as  conceiv- 
ing the  communication  of  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  did 
at  that  time  imply  a  recommendation  to  the  crown  to  com- 
mence a  profecution.     But  how  did  either  of  thofe  cafes  re- 
femble  the  prefent  in  any  point  that  was  material  to  the  pre- 
fent difcuffion  }  In  Lord  Melville's  cafe,  the  commons  had 
neither  Hated  to  the  crown  their  wifh  that  a  criminal  profe- 
cution ihould  be  inflituted,  nor  could  the  refolutions  they 
had  entered  into  be  fuppofed  to  convey  that  idea.  They  could 
not  be  {o  underftood  when  they  were  prefented  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne  ;  they  were  not  fo  underftood  wlTcn  they  were 
voted  by  the  houfe.     In  the  cafe  before  cited,  the  meaning 
and  the  wilh  of  the  commons  weie  diftinAly  ftated,  and  the 
natural  confequences  followed  ;  but  in  the  prefent  infl:ance9 
the  refolutions  which  were  firft  entered  into  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  did  not  exprefs  or  convey  any  ulterior  objed, 
they  could  not  be  underftood  to  convey  that  which  had  not 
even  been  ftated  by  thofe  who  propofed  them.     Jn  this  re- 
fpcfil  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
the  prefent  cafe,  and  thofe  with  which  the  hon,  gentleman 
has  thought  proper  to  compare  it.    There  are  fome  obferva- 
tions  which  have  been  made  by  another  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Grey)  to  which   I  think  it  necellary  to  reply.     He 
feems  to  confider  it  a  moft  unufual,  if  not  unparliamentary 
thing  for  the  noble  lord  who  fpoke  yefterday  (Lord  Melville), 
and  for  the  noble  lord  who  has  this  day  fpoken  (Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh),  to  cpmment  rather  freely  upon  thele  ixfolutions 
Vol.  III.  i,8o5«  Mm  ,  of 
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of  the  houfei  and  to  appear  not  perfedly  fatisiied  with  them. 
I  am  not  a  very  old  member  of  this  houfe,  but  I  have  fat 
long  enough  in  it  to  know  that  it  is  not  at  all  unufual  in 
Other  cafes  to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  parliament  both  ia 
former  times  and  in  the  preient,  and  to  exprefs  fully  the 
opinion  that  any  member  may  entertain  of  the  votes  and 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  when  that  opinion  is  neceilarily 
conne6ied  with  the  qucflion  under  difcuflion.  If  this  is 
a  pradice  in  all  common  cafes,  why  (hould  it  not  be  per- 
mitted in  cafes  where  the  legiflature  have  aded  in  a  judicial 
capacity  ?  Why  (hould  not  we  be  as  much  at  liberty  to  fpeak 
with  freedom  of  thefe  refolutions  as  of  other  votes  and  pro« 
ceedings  of  the  houfe,  efpecially  when  every  one  muft  ac- 
knowledge that  they  were  brought  forward  after  a  hot  de- 
bate, and  adopted*  with  more  precipitancy  than  is  ufual  in 
Earliamentary  proceedings.  Thehon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey) 
as  faid  not  only  that  the  noble  lord  who  fits  near  me  (Lord 
Caftlereagh),  but  that  Lord  Melville  has  complained  of  the 
refolutions  of  the  houfe.  When  Lord  Melville  was  permitted 
to  addrefs  this^  houfe,  I  cannot  fee  why  he  fliould  not  have 
liberty  of  complaining,  if  he  thought  proper,  of  thofe  re- 
folutions from  which  he  has  fuiFtred  lo  ieverely.  But  the 
fa£t  is,  that  Lord  Melville  did  not  make  any  complaints  as 
to  the  juftice  of  your  refolutions,  he  did  not  make  any  ad- 
ditional confeffions  which  he  had  before  refuted  to  make» 
but  he  confined  himfelf  to  explaining  feveral  circumdances, 
which,  without  his  explanation,  might  have  been  completely 
mifunderftood  by  the  houfe,  and  in  which  he  conceived  he 
had  been  mifunderftood.  He  contended  that  he  had  beeit 
mifunderftood,  if  it  was  ever  fuppofed  that  he  had  meant 
to  admit  that  he  knowingly  permitted  Mr.  Trotter  to  draw 
the  public  money  from  the  bank  for  his  own  gain,  or  that 
he  had  at  all  authorized  thofe  fpeculations  which  had  been 
made  in  difcou'nting  bills  and  buying  ftock.  If  the  houfe 
had  been  miftaken  in  their  conftruftion  of  his  evidence, 
why  fhoald  he  not  be  at  liberty  to  explain  it,  and  to  fhew 
that  they  were  miftaken  in  the  conclufions  they  had  drawn  ? 
If  the  houfe  fuppofed  that  Lord  Melville  had  permitted  or 
confented  to  the  drawing  money  out  of  the  bank  for  the  pri- 
vate emolument  of  Mr.  Trotter,  or  any  other,  at  leaft  that 
fuppofition  could  not  reft  on  any  admiflion  of  Lord  Melville, 
and  could  hardly  be  deduced  from  the  tenth  report ;  fpr  by 
referring  to  the  evidence  of  Lord  Melville,  in  page  142  of 
the  report)  it  would  be  feen  that  what  Lord  Melville  admit- 
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ted  be  bad  authorized  Mr.  Trotter  to  draw  for  was  merely 
fo  much  public  money  as  was  neceflTary  for  the  payment  of 
the  ailignments  from  the  different  offices,  and  for  the  fmall 
payments.  The  fenfe  that  thofe  words  would  convey  to 
any  impartial  and  unprejudiced  mind  would  certainly  not  be 
foconitrued  as  to  be  conceived  an  admiflion  of  an  authority 
to  Mr.  Trotter  to  draw  other  money  than  what  is  fo  men- 
tioned, and  for  other  purpofes ;  not  for  the  objcfls  expre&Iy 
fiatedy  but  for  his  own  private  emolument.  If  from  other 
circumftancs  you  can  infer,  that  a  greater  degree  of  guilt 
attaches  to  Lord  Melville,  that  may  be  a  different  queflioa ; 
but  certainly  it  fhould  be  diAindly  underilood  that  there  is 
nothing  in  Lord  Moiviile's  admiflion  from  which  it  can  be 
prelumed  that  he  either  authorized  or  knew  of  any  improper 
ule  being  made  by  Mr.  Trotter  of  the  money  drawn  from 
the  bank;  or  that  he  ever  imagined  that  Mr.  Trotter  could 
have  derived  any  other  adva.itage,  except  that  fmall  pre- 
mium, wiiich,  in  fome  parts  of  jilie  country,  is  given,  on  the 
depofit  of  large  fums  at  a  private  banker's.  From  the  evi- 
dence of  Lord  Melville,  it  apf>ears  highly  doubtful  whether 
he  could  have  conceived  that  he  was  at  all  violating  either  the 
letter  or  the  fpirit  of  the  law.  It  appears  Jiighly  doubtful 
whether,  in  fad,  he  did  violate  the  law.  It  is  my  decided 
opinion,  that  if  no  other  money  was  drawn  from  the  bank 
than  what  was  neceffary  for  the  payment  of  the  offignmentf^ 
and  for  the  fmaller  payments,  there  was  no  violation  of  law. 
Upon  this  point,  many  gentlemen,  both  in  this  houfe  and 
out  of  it,  are,  completely  miftaken  in  their  opinion,  when 
they  coniider  the  queilion  as  merely  drawing  money  from 
the  bank  of  England,  and  putting.it  into  a  private  bank.  If 
the  money  was  legally  drawn  out  of  tlie  bank,  the  queilion 
is  not  between  the  bank  of  England  and  Meifrs.  Coutts,  it  is 
not  that  the  houfe  of  MefTrs.  Coutts  has  been  fubilituted  for 
the  bank,  but  it  has  been  fubflituted  for  the  iron  cheft  in  the 
office,  where  the  money  might  have  been  kept  in  a  maoaer 
more  agreeable  to  official  form  but  not  with  more  fecurity. 
The  queftion  of  fecurity  is  not  between  the  bank  and  Meflrs. 
Coutts,  but  it  is  between  the  iron  cheft  at  the  office,  (which 
is  in  fome  degree  expofed  to  the  various  peifons  about  the  of- 
fice), and  the  private  banker ;  and,  in  this  view  of  the  fub^ 
)C&t  I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  I  think  the  fecurity  of  the 
private  banker  is  greater  than  that  of  (he  iron, cheft.  If 
there  would  have  been  no  violation  of  the  Jaw  in  leaving 
the  money  fo  drawn  out  in  the  iron  cheft,  I  will  contend 
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that  it  is  no  violation  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  a  private 
banker.  If»  again,  fnflead  of  the  money  fo  drawn  from  the 
bank  being  left  by  the  paymafter.in  the  hands  of  his  private 
banker,  it  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  fub-accountants,  that 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  the  forms  of  the  office, 
but  certainly  it  would  not  be  fafer  for  the  public.  TJtic 
queftioh,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  be,  whether  Lord 
Melville  authorized  any  other  money  to  be  drawn  from  the 
bank  than  what  might  legally  be  drawn  ?  and  it  is  my  opi- 
nion the  public  has  fufFered  nothing,  the  law  has  fufFered 
nothing,  not  a  hair  of  its  head  has  been  violated.  If  I  was 
afked,  whether  I  would  prefer  placing  the  balances  in  my 
hands  ih  the  iron  cheft  of  the  office,  or  in  the  hands  of  a 
private  banker,  lihould  now  certainly  prefer tlie iron  cheft; 
not  that  I  think  it  more  fecure,  nor  yet  as  fecure,  but  be- 
caufe,  after  the  dreadful  experience  of  the  confequences 
which  might  refult  to  me  perfon^lly  from  lodging  it  at  a 
private  banker's,  after  feeing  the  misfortune  which  it  hasoc- 
caiioned  to  Lord  Melville,  I  (hould  not  venture  to  do  fo, 
even  if  I  were  convinced  in  my  own  judgment  that  it  was 
th&fafer  and  the  better  way.  Without  dwelling  longer  on  the 
difgufling'  tranl'adions  of  Mr.  Trotter  and  his  accounts,  I 
fhould  wifh  to  aflc  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  do  they  be- 
lieve the  evidence  of  Lord  Melville,  or  do  they  not ;  or  do 
they  only  believe  fuch  parts  of  it  as  makes  for  them,  and 
rejed  all  that  makes  againft  them  ?  If  you  do  believe  the 
evidence  of  Lord  Melville,  how  can  any  perfon  in  confci- 
ence  or  in  fenl'e,  rejed  that  account  which  he  gave  at  firft, 
without  the  leaft  diiguife,  as  to  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Trot- 
ter's gains,  and  which  he  has  again  diftindiy  explained  in 
his  fpeech  laft  night }  What  could  be  more  natural  than  for 
him  to  fuppofe  that  Trotter  might  derive  fome  fmall  emolu- 
ment, in  the  nature  of  a  per  centage,  on  the  money  depo» 
fited  by  him  in  the  hands  of  his  private  banker }  Such  is  the 
univerfal  cuftom  in  Scotland ;  and  I  have  made  particular 
inquiries,  and  find  it  is  the  cuftom  alfo  at  many  of  the 
country  bankers  in  this  country,  with  many  of  our  principal 
merchants,  and  even  with  fome  bankers  in  London.  It  was 
natural  for  him  to  fuppofe  that  this  was  ail  the  profit  which 
Mr.  Trotter  made,  and  that  a  fmall  and  incidental  advan- 
tage of  that  fort  was  not  contrary  to  the  law.  It  could  not 
then  be  contrary  to  the  ciiftom  of  parliament,  or  to  the  rc- 
fpeA  due  to  this  houfe,  tofpeak  freely  on  thofe  topics  upon 
.which  the  refeiutions  mav  have  been  grounded.    The  time 
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18  now  come  when  we  muft  fee  that  it  is  abrolutely  neceflary 
for  us  to  review  the  evidence  upon  which  the  refoiutions 
were  grounded.  While  we  kept  the  buiinefs  in  our  own 
hands,  it  was  fufficient  for  us  if  we  were  fatisiied  with  the 
evidence ;  but  when  we  go  farther,  and  propofe  profecutions, 
we  muft  coniidcr  whether  we  have  any  evidence  that  can 
legally  fupport  the  concluiions  we  would  wi(h  to  draw.  In 
our  proceedings  in  this  houfe,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  party 
accufed  to  bring  forward  evidence  to  dii'charge  himfetf ;  but 
if  we  are  determined  to  fend  the  matter  to.be  tried  before 
other  tribunals,  it  is  we  that  muft  bring  forward  legal  evi- 
dence to  fupport  our  profecution,  and,  therefore,  before  we 
decide  on  a  profecution,  it  appears  to  me  abfolutely  neceC- 
fary  to  cdhiider  whether  there  hasbeeaany  evidence  which 
would  legally  be  fuflicient  to  fupport  it.  It  hds  been  ad- 
mitted by  almoft  every  gentleman  who  has  fpoken  on  this 
fubje£t,  that  if  there  had  appeared  nothing  more  againft  Lord 
Melville  than  what  was  on  the  face  of  the  tenth  report,  it  would 
be  inconsbtent  with  the  former  decisions  of  the  house  to  pro- 
pose any  new  measure  of  punishment.  They  allow  that  the 
loss  of  his  situation  as  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  his 
name  being  struck  out  of  the  list  of  privy  counsellors,  was  as 
great  punishment  as  the  house  of  commons  meant  to  inflict 
ifor  the  violation  of  law  stated  in  the  tenth  report ;  and  they 
say,  that  if  nothing  new  had  appeared  in  the  present  report, 
it  would  be  unjust  and  inconsistent  to  propose  now  any  thing 
more  than  what  has  been  already  proposed.  I  shall  therefore 
consider,  what  it  is  that  has  now  been  disclosed  which  aggra- 
vates the  complexion  of  that  guilt  which  appeared  on  therace 
of  the  tenth  report.  At  the  time  that  you  passed  those  reso- 
lutions, it  was  confessed  that  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  the 
public  money  had  been  diverted  to  purposes  not  naval ;  but 
since  that  time  forty  thousand  pounds  have  been  accounted  for 
in  a  mannep  that  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  many  gentlemen^ 
and  certainly  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  considered  by  any 
body  as  an  aggravation.  Where  then  is  your  new  fact? 
Tou  passed  those  resolutions  when  sixty  thousand  pounds 
were  unaccounted  for,  and  now  you  are  called  upon  to  take 
much  severer  measures,  when  only  twenty  thousand  pounds 
remain  to  be  accounted  for.  On  the  resolutions  you  first 
passed.  Lord  Melville  has  been  punished — m6st  severely 
punished — I  cannot  conceive  what  stuff  that  man*s  heart  is 
made  of,  who  can  say  he  has  not  been  punished.  It  now 
turns  out^that  the  greater  part  of  the  money,  which  was  thep 
^  unaccounted 
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unaccounted  for,  is  now  perfectly  and  satisfactorily  accounted 
for ;  and  that  what  at  first  appeared  so  illegal,  will  hardly 
now  be  called  any  thing  more  than  irregular.  The  ten  thou* 
sand  pounds  which  Lord  Melville  confesses  he  borrowed  from 
Mr.  Trotter,  for  his  subscription  to  the  loyalty  -loan,  and 
which  he  afterwards  replaced,  was  not  a  circumstance,  which, 
standing  by  itself^  could  at  all  induce  such  a  degree  of 
suspicion,  as  to  be  a  ground  for  very  vindictive  proceedings. 
As  to  the  great  imprudence  of  Lord  Melville  about  his  pri- 
vate afiairs,  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit  it.  I  consider  that 
it  was  most  highly  imprudent  in  him  to  have  employed  the 
same  man  with  whom  he  was  connected  in  office,  to  be  his 
private  agent.  For  this  imprudence  he  has  paid  most  dearly; 
and  certainly,  if,  instead  of  employing  Mr.  Trotter  as  his 
agent,  he  had  employed  any  other  person  of  property  or  con- 
flections,  it  would  have  been  no  extraordinary  demand  for  a 
person  in  his  situation,  and  with  hi^  income,  to  apply  to  his 
agent  to  procure  him  the  means  of  subscribing  ten  thousand 

.pounds  to  the  loyalty  loan,  which,  as  his  lordship  exprtssly 
stated  yesterday,  he  intended  to  sell  out  immediately  after  the 
instalments  were  paid.  This  would  certainly  have  been  an 
accommodation  no  greater  than  he  might  have  expected 
from  any  other  agent,  and  it  is  only  from  the  circumstance  of 
Mr.  Trotter  being  at  that  time  paymaster  of  the  navy,  that 
this  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  makes  so  considerable  a 
figure  in  that  account.  1  o  this  imprudence  in  appointing 
Mr.  Trotter  his  private  agent  was  added,  the  imprudence  of 
confiding  too  much  in  him,  and  a  negligence  in  not  watching 
him  as  he  ought.     His  confidence  was  misplaced,  and  he  was 

-  blamable  in  not  sufficiently  watching  him ;  but  surely  that 
was*  not  a  sort  of  blame  which  would  ever  induce  the  house  to 
add  to  the  severity  of  the  punisliment  they  had  already  in- 

'  flicted.  As  to  the  point  of  the  releases,  an  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Bond)  had  stated  them  as  if  they  had  been  locked  up  in 
a  private  box,  and  were  intended  to  be  carefully  concealed 
£rom  every  eye.  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  stating  such  a  thing  as  this,  on  an  occasion  of 
such  great  importance,  when  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  know 
the  fact  to  be  as  he  has  stated,  and  when  I  firmly  believe  the 
fact  to  be  entirely  otherwise.  He  seems  to  speak  with  doubt 
of  the  registering,  and  considers  the  execution  of  that  paper 
as  proof  of  a  conspiracy  between  Lord  Melville  and  Mr. 
Trotter.  This  circumstance  has  already  been  explained,  and 
it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  Lord  Melville  could  be  so 

foolish 
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foolish  ais  to  contrive  so  weak  a  plan  for  execufing  a  deed,  to 
do  that  which  could  be  done  as  effectually  without  a  deed» 
and  without  admitting  any  other  person  into  the  secret     K 
has  been  urged  as  an  aggravation  to  the  criminality  of  viola-  , 
tkig  the  law,  that  he  himself  was  the  maker  of  it ;  oh  the 
other  hand  it  might  full  as  weO  be  apgued,  that  in  a  case  of 
the  doubtful  construction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  he  who     • 
made  the  act  was  most  likely  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
it.     It  would  be  h;\rd  that  his  anthority  should  be  co&nted  as 
nothing  in  the  construction  of  the  act,  but  that  it  should  be 
reckoned  as  a  great  aggravation  of  his  offende  in  violatifig  not   ^ 
his  construction  of  the  act  but  yours.  It  has  been  said,  that  Lord 
Melville's  bill  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  regulating  the 
paymaster  of  the  army,  and  that  the  cases  were  precisely  si- 
ihilar.     There,  however,  was  a  very  marked  distinction  be- 
tween them.     In  the  army  the  detailed  payments  were  made 
by  the  different  army  agents,  and  the  payments  made  at  the 
paymaster's  office  were  so  few  arid  so  simple,  that  there  could 
be  no  occasion  for  drawing  money  from  the  bank.     The  rea- 
son of  Lord  Melville's  bill  was,  however,  very  different;  be- 
fore that  time  almost  every  successive  treasuret"  of  the  navy,  -on 
quitting  the  office,  carried  whh  him  large  balances  of  the 
public  money,  and  was  responsible  for  the  payments  due  in 
his  time ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  there  were  at 
the  same  time  no  less  than  three  ex-treasurers  of  the  navy,  all 
having  large  balances  in  their  hands.     To  remedy  these  in- 
conveniences, Lord  Melville's  act  provided  that,  in  fact,  there 
should  be  in  future  but  one  treasurer  of  the  navy  •,  that  each, 
at  his  departure  from  office,  should  hand  over  his  balances  to 
bis  successor,  and  that  those  different  balances  should  be 
formed  into  an  aggregate  sum,  ^hich  should  be  deposited  in 
the  bank,  and  only  drawn  out  under  certain  circumstances. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  absurd  than  to  suppose,  that  when 
Lord  Melville  framed  this  law  he  had  it  in  his  contemplation 
to  break  it,  and  to  break  it  for  a  consideration  so  very  trifling 
and  paltry  as  those  sums  are  which  he  is  supposed  to  have 
gained  from  the  employment  of  the  public  money  ?     T  l\avc 
also  been  informed,  from  inquiries  I  lately  made  at  the  bank, 
that  the  original  power  given  by  Lord  Melville  to  Mr.  Trotter 
was  very  strictly  drawn  up  and  worded,  and  perfectly  agree- 
able to  the  act.     'J  he  reason  I  can  speak  positively  on  that 
fiact  is  this : — I  called  at  the  bank  lately  to  know  what  was 
the  proper  form  of  an  authority  to  give  to  a  paymaster  whom 
I  lately  appointed.     I  was  then  given  the  form  of  Lord  Mcl- 
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villc*s  power  to  Mr.  Trotter,  as  being  much  lAore  strictly 
drawn  than  any  of  the  preceding  powers.  I  mention  thi 
circumstance,  to  shew  that  Lord  Melville  could  not  at  that 
time  have  had  any  deliberate  intention  of  violating  his  owa 
ict,  and  if  he  almost  immediately  did  allow  Mr.  Trotter  to 
.draw  money  from  the  bank  in  a  manner  that  appears  to  this 
];iouse  a  violation  of  the  law,  it  could  only  have  been  that  he 
construed  tl;p  law  upon  this  point  differently  from  the  manndr 
in  which  the  house  has  since  construed  it.  I  must  again  ask^ 
where  are  the  new  facts  which  should  now  induce  the  house 
to  inflict  new  and  severer  punishment  ?  We  all  recollect  the 
impression  that  was  on  the  public  mind  at  the  time  those  re- 
solutions were  passed  ^  we  then  heard  of  the  immense  profits^ 
of  the  enormous  gains  which  Lord  Melville  must  have  made 
of  the  public  money,  and  now  those  enormous  profits  are  di- 
minished so  far  that  by  the  highest  statement  they  do  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  pounds  per  annum>.  I  must  confess  I  was 
astonished  at  this  falling  off,  and  nothing  can  appear  clearer 
to  me  than  that  the  supposed  injury,  which  it  was  thought 
the  public  had  received,  has  now  dwindled  into  almost  no« 
thing.  It  certainly  will  not  be  said  that  this  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds  was  the  occasion  of  fresh  loans  and  taxes.  I 
agree  most  perfectly  with  the  observation  of  Lord  Melville 
yesterday,  ^'  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  unnatu- 
ral magnitude  to  which  the  offence  (if  offence  it  was)  has  been 
swelled  would  subside,  and  his  character  be  rescued  from  the 
obloquy  which  now  attends  it."  Under  the  circumstance  of 
the  great  confusion  and  mixture  in  Mr.  Trotter's  accounts^ 
was  it  possible  for  Lord  Melville  to  say  positively  whether  he 
had  or  had  not  received  some  profit  from  the  public  money  ? 
No  man  can  say  positively  whether  or  not  he  has  received 
public  money.  If  a  man  selb  his  horse  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  say  whether  what  he  receives  as  the  price  of  it  is  or  is 
not  public  money.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  exa- 
mination of  Lord  Melville  took  place  were  somewhs^t  extraor- 
dinary. He  received  a  very  polite  notp  from  the  commission- 
ers of  naval  inquiry,  requesting  his  attendance  to  explaih  to 
them  the  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  office  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  navy.  He  attended  the  invitation  without  in  the 
least  suspecting  that  the  examination  was  to  be  pointed  against 
him.  A  few  questions  were  asked  him,  to  which  he  replied. 
They  then  printed  their  report,  and  this  was  what  was  called 
his  trial.  If  a  man,  without  any  Hotlce  that  any  charge  was 
i^tended  against  him,  should  be  requested  by  a  judge's  letter 

to 
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to  come  to  the  Old  Bailey,  and  should  there  be  asked  a  (cvi^ 
questions,  would  that  be  coilsidered  as  a  trial  ?  The  ques- 
tions in  this  case  were  all  prepared  and  concerted^  the  answers 
were  pven  without  suspicion  and  without  time  for  much  con- 
sideration. I'here  is  a  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  which , 
it  appears,  was  but  latelv  replaced,  but  until  lately  there  was  no 
one  authorized  to  receive  it'.  As  to  the  business  of  Jellicoe,  % 
is  confessed  on  all  hands,  that  the  debt  was  Contracted  before 
Xord  Melville's  treasurership,  and  the  only  blame  attempted 
to  be  laid  to  his  charge  in  this  respect  is,  that  having  it  in  his 
power  to  ruin  Mr.  Jellicoe  at  once,  he  preferred  makihg  some 
arrangement,  by  which  some  part  of  the  debt  was  recovered 
&r  tlie  public.  The  very  circumstance  of  the  great  default  of 
Mr.  Jellicoe  serves  to  prove,  that  it  was  safer  that  the  balance^ 
of  public  money  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster 
or  his  private  banker,  than  that  it  should  continue,  as  It 
liad  done  before,  in  the  hands  of  failin?  sub-accountants,  of 
other  Mr.  Jellicoes.  I  have  now  gone  through  the  principal 
grounds  on  which  those  resolutions  appear  to  me  to  have  been 
founded,  and  I  will  put  it  to  the  feelings  of  every  man  who 
hears  me,  whether  it  ever  could  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  house  to  inflict  their  punishments  at  different  times,  to 
wait,  as  it  were,  until  his  stripes  were  healed,  in  order  to  give 
additional  torment,  and  to  prolong  the  pain  ?  lliis  would 
'not  be  suitable  to  the  genius  or  disposition  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  It  would  not  be  the  road  to  public  favour  i  on 
the  contrary,  the  way  to  public  favour  in  this  country  would 
be  by  that  of  justice,  to  hear  all,  to  inquire  into  all,  and  to 
punish  once  for  allj  but  even  this  severity  is  not  equal  to 
some  other  people's  mercy.  Tlie  hon.  member,  who  has  re- 
commended what  he  has  called  the  lenient  course,  wishes  to 
deprive  him  even  of  the  privilege  of  being  tried  by  his  peers.  1^ 
should  be  considered,  tlut  men  in  high  situations  are  much 
exposed  to  the  envy  of  men  comparatively  little,  who  would 
liave  a  pleasure  in  trampling  on  those  who  once  were  high 
and  greats  On  this  accx>unt,  I  think  he  ought  to  be  tried  by 
his  peers,  if  there  should  be  ^ny  occasion  to  try  him  at  a^l.  1 
must  confess  that  I  feel,  however,  much  astonished  that  there 
should  be  gentlemen  who  seem  to  wish  that  the  civil  suit 
should  be  stopped,  merely  in  hopes  a  greater  punishment 
might  be  obtamed  by  the  criminal  prosecution }  but  that  i^ 
that  failed,  they  would  like  to  have  recourse  to  the  civil  suit 
8^in.  I  hope  that  such  a  sentiment  as  this  will  never  be  ge- 
Voi^  m.  1805.  N  n  ncrally 
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p.eri41y  felt  in  this  ,country,  and  that. such  a  conduct  wJU 
never  be  adopted  by  this  house. 

Air.  Bragge  Bathursty  from  the  respect  he  .entert^Iued  fw 
the  house,  and  for  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his,  with,  whom  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  W£^  particular]^ 
connected,  would  decline  to  enter  into  some  contentious 
iopics  which  t&at  right  hon.  gentlemiin  had  thought  ptopef 
to  introduce.  If  that  right  hon.  gentleman  fiuicied  that  h^ 
jcfould  serve  the  cause  of  Lord  Melville,  let  him  indulge  hinw 
self,  or  if  any  of  the  noble  lord's  fi^ends  hoped  to  derive  any 
'advantage  from  the  mode  of  argument  which  the  right  hpix. 
gentleman  had  adop^edi  he  should  not  attempt  to  disturb 
t\\€\v  hopes.  He  would  confine  the  remarks  he  had  to  sub^T 
'mit  to  a  few  points,  which  referred  principally  to  a  compari- 
son of  the  two  modes  of  proceeding  against  the  noble  lord;i 
which  were  before  the  house. '  before  he  adverted  to  thi^ 
comparison,  he  begged  to  say  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  under  a  mistake,  as  to  what  his  right  hon.  friend  whp- 
niovedthe  amendment  had  stated,  respecting  thp  registration 
pf  the  release ;  for  it  appeared  fthat  although  this  relea^j^ 
might  be  recorded,  its  publicity  would  not  necessarily  follow, 
^nd  from  a  statement  which  the  house  had  heard  that  night» 
;t  was  clear  that  the  names  of  the  procurators  were  not  to  be 
known  unless  a  suit  should  arise  on  the  deed.  So  that  unlesi 
in  the  event  of  a  law-suit  between  Lord  Melville  andMi^ 
Trotter,  this  release  might  never  have  beconie  a  matter  of  no- 
toriety. It  was  incorrect,  therefore,  to  assert  that  this  release 
was  a  public  instrument,  and  not  at  all  meant  to  be  concealed. 
As  to  the  form  of  proceeding  in  the  court  below,  in  case  th^ 
amendment  was  adopted,  that  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  attorney  general,  who  would,  no  doubt,  make  use  of  all 
'  those  materials  in  the  two  reports  on  the  table  which  might 
be  necessary  to  further  the  ends  of  justice.  The  question  for 
the  house  to  consider  was,  not  how  to  decide  upon  tlie  guilt 
of  Lord  Melvijle,  but  what  was  the  best  way  of  bringing  him 
to  trial.  That  any  thing  could  be  obtained  to  satisfy  justice 
cr  tl)e  country  from  a  civil  suit,  he  thought  quite  idle  to  sup- 
pose. A  criminal  prosecution  alone  could  avail,  particularly 
against  a  person  who  declared  in  that  house,  that  he  had  di- 
verted the  public  money  from  the  object  for  which  it  waj^ 
voted  by  parliament,  and  applied  it  to  purposes,  the  nature 
of  which  he  would  not  explain  to  any  person  or  power  in  thp 
country.    He  contended  thit  much  new  matter  bad  come 
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6ut  from  the  report  ot  the  select  committee ;  that  many  new 
facts,  in  allegafion  as  Well  as  in  proof>  appe^ed ;  and  with 
kuch  facts  before  th^  house,  it  could  not  be  said  to  do  its  ^uty 
if  it  stopped  where  it  then  was  with  regard  to  Lord  Melville; 
The  right  hon-  gentleriian  stated  that  a  precept  from  the  ttaVal 
cbmtnissionefrs  had  been  served  in  January,  1 803,  as  the  hon". 
mbver  hatd  stated,  upon  him  as  treasurer  of,  the  tiavy,  and 
upon  Mr.  Trdtter ;  ''and  from  the  return  to  that  precept  it 
appeared,  that  there  was  a  continual  deficiency  in  the  public 
balances  during  the  whole  pefiod  of  Lord  Melville's  continu- 
ance in  the  navy  office,  although  during  the  three*  succeeding 
treasurers  there  was  no  deficiency  whatever.  The  refusal  of 
Lo^d  Melville  to  account  for  the  public  money  he  had  with- 
driawn  from   its  legal  destination,  furnished  more  than   a 

Eound  of  suspicion  against  him.  In  fact,  the  charge  of  pul>- 
:  money  c6ming  into  his  h^nds  being  proved,  unless  he  ex<^ 
plained  the  manner  in  which  he  applied  it,  there  was  prima 
facie  evidence  against .  him  that  he  made  use  of  it  for  his  own 
|)enefit.  If  it  were  maintained  that  the  punishment  already 
inflicted  was  quite  sufficient,  then  he  would  say,  that  civil 
jprccess,  ordered  by  the  house,  was  superfluous,  and  that  no 
question  remiained  for  the  house  but  as  to  the  total  absolution 
oif  the  noble  lord. '  The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just 
^at  down  asserted  that  Lord  Melville  had  been  guilty  of  no 
-infraction  of  the^law.  Then^  if  so,  all  that  the  house  had 
done  should  be  retracted.  But  upon  this  he  would  only  say^ 
that  if  the  noble  lord  were  guilty,  sufficiex^t  punishment  had 
iiot  been  inflicted,  while,  it  innocent,  he  was  most  harshly 
treated.  With  &.  view  to*  ascertain  this  question,  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  noble  lord  and  {he  country,  it  was  his  wish  to  send 
ilm  to  trial,  in  order  that  if  he  wa3  ^^iUy  th^  sentence  of 
that  house  might  have  a  legal  sanction  \  iJF  innocent,  that  he 
rtionld  "be  acquitted,  that  his  character  should  be  vindicated 
and  his  honours  restored.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  de* 
thred  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  navy  office,  tV  prac- 
tice of  Trotter,  which  Lord  Melville  sanctioned,  was  not  at  all 
tiecfcssary' for  any  purpose  of  convenience,  while  he  deemed 
it'  eijually  opposite  to  law  as  inconsistent  with  propriety. 
Upon  the  wholp  he  thought  justice  would  not  be  done  if  Lord 
fi^fvitle  w(5rc  not  sent  to  trial.  In  case  of  his  conviction  any 
iuflffcrings  he  had  heretbfore  undergone  would  of  course  be 
fakeh'into  consideration,  as  in  all  other  cases,  iathe  infliction 
<>f  the  pui^ishment.  But  it  would  be  idle  to  maintain  that 
ehongh  hai  been  ;ilready  done.    Lord  Melville  J^d  met  with 
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nothing  that  could  be  called  a  petmanent  punishment.  AH 
that  had  yet  been  done  might  be  reversed ;  and,  indeed,^  from 
the.disposition  that  had  been  manifested  5  from  the  opinions 
Ihat  tlic  house  had  heard,  and  from  the  quarter  whence  those 
opinions  pr6ceedcd,  it  was  unpossible  to  say  how  soon  the 
attempt  at  reversal  might  be  mad^.  To  guard  against  such  an 
event,  and  to  accomplish  the.desircs  of  justice  a»il  the  countryi 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the  criminal  prosecution. 

J/r.  IiycUr  conteiyled  that  the  course  now  proposed  war 
contrary  to  all  the  principles  and  tlie  analogy  of  the  law  of 
England,  namely,  that  after  a  man  had  rccf;ivcd  a  sentence* 
and  that  sentence  was  inflicted  on  him,  for  any.  things  he  was 
iiot  to  be  punished  further  for  what  might  be  called  thd  ag- 
gravation of  his  oScnce.  The  house  had  past  a  resolutiqn 
declaring  that  the  noble  lord  bad  misapplied  the  public 
hioney,  that  was  the  corpus  delicti ;  what  had  since  been 
discovered  in  the  last  report  was  only  an  aggravation  of  that 
offence. 

The  Attorney  General  observed,  on  the  course  of  the  pro-* 
t#^ing  as  far  as  the  house  had  gone  already,  that  as  to  the 
question  which  had  been  put  to  him  in  tlic  course  of  tlie  de* 
bate,  Whether  the  civil,  suit  already  instituted  in  this  casA 
would  occasion  any  impediment,  he  had  to  answer,  that  th« 
Proceeding  in  that  matter  would  be  as  eSectyal  as  if  the  bill 
had  been  filed  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  on  the  last  day  of 
ihe  last  term,  although  as  yet  it  had  not  been  filed ;  and  this 
tie  had  abstained  fromj  because  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  wait 
the  event  of  the  report  of  the  committee  sitting  on  that  sub- 
ject, to  see  how  far  new  light  might  be  let  in  on  the  subject  | 
'  and  so  far  was  he  from  agreeing  with  his  learned  friend  be« 
hind  him,  that  npthin^  which  had  arisen  from  the  last  report 
could  be  made  part  ora  civil  proeeeding,  that  he  entertained 
ft  different  view  of  the  point,  and  some  part  of  that  report 
made  a  substantial  ground  of  charge.  Another  question  had 
been  put  to  him,  w  hether  or  not  he  could  state  to  the  houset 
that  the  civil  proceedings  that  had  been  instituted  could  fomx 
any  bar  ts  a  criminal  proceeding  i  He  could  only  say  that 
as  to  b^,  t^ey  unquestionably  fofcned  none  \  but  he  submitted 
,  to  the  discretion  of  the  house,  that  if  it  wished  to  l^  govcrtieJ 
by  analogy,  and  to  proceed  as  in  any.  other  plac6  dian  thAI 
hbttse  vmuld  he  absolutely  of  course^  those  civil  proceedings 
"Vould  form  a  f  pmplete  and  invincible  obstacle ;  and  he  trustra 
the  house  would  not  do  that  which  in  the  bands  of  any  oflier 
proiseCv^kor  would  be  a  proceeding  reflecting  great  disgrace  on 
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thim.    The  bouse  could  not)  consistently  with  justicei  go  oil 
with  two  proceedings  at  once.    With  respect  to  the  amcndr 
mem  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  if  carried,  he,  a^  attorney  ge- 
neral, would  be  put  into  an  exceedingly  disagreeable  situation'^ 
-because,  if  the  house  should  direct  the  attorney  general  to  pro^ 
ceed  for  all  the  matters  contained  in  the  tenth  report,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  asking  whether  he  was  to  run  the  risque  of 
a  failure,  by  omitting  to  sute  that  which  might  be  important 
to  insure  conviction,  and  by  adopting  only  that  which  might 
appear  to  him  to  be  matter  of  aggravation.    Now,  on  that 
part  of  the  subject  which  reLitedto  Mr.  Jellicoe,  he  knew  not 
aow   to  make  that  a  matter  of  charge  against  the   nobl^ 
discount  without  a  specific  vote  for  that  purpose.    He  appre- 
hended that  he  should  require  the  dhrection  of  the  house  in 
many  other  particulars  before  he  could  exhibit  them  as  matters 
of  charge  against  the  noble  viscount,  in  the  event  of  the  liouse 
agreeing  to  come  to  a  criminal  proceeding  against  him.    He 
'should  require  directions  from  the  house  in  a  distinct  state- 
inent  what  the  points  were  which  he  was  to  make  the  subject 
of  charge.     If  the  house,  said  he,  should  order  me  to  prose^ 
cute  my  Lord  Melville  on  the  legal  guilty  my  Lord  Melville 
must  be  convicted  either  on  an  impe^hment  or  indictment^ 
but  on  his  legal  guilt  he  has  already  been  condemned,  for 
that  legal  guUt  is  constituted  by  the  misapplication  of  the 
-  public  money ;  the  aggravation  of  that  offence  is  in  the  course 
vehich  that  proceeding  took,  and  it  does  ap{^ar  to  me  to  be 
quite  a  novel  proceeding  for  the  house  to  go  on  the  corpus 
delicti^  and  after  having  had  the  effect  of  a  criminal  proceeding, 
that  is  after  it  has  produced  punishihent  for  the  o^ence,  to 
m'oceed  to  a  new  prosecution  on  the  aggravation  of  that  charges 
^is  is  quite  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  law,  and  repug- 
nant to  the  principles  of  justice.     If  an  indictment  was  found 
against  a  person  for  an  assaillt,  and  be  was  convicted  of  a 
common  assaxilt,  and  it  was  afterwards  discovered  that  xht 
iMsault  was  committed  with  intent  to  kill,  or  to  commit  a  rob- 
bery, that  would  be  a  great  aggravation  of  the  crime ;  but  if 
ihe  party  were  acquitted  of  that  part  of  the  charge,  and  found 
guilty  only  of  the  common  assault^  and  it  was  proposed  to  try 
him  again  on  account  of  a  subsequent  discovery,  he  coul^ 
plead  in  bar  to  the  charge  that  he  had  been  already  convicted  ^ 
hu(  in  prosecution  at  the  instance  of  this  house  a  defendah); 
'  has  not  th^t  advantage,  because  you  have  no  technical  record 
of  the  trial  to  which  yoi  could  refer.     You  have  not  that 
form  of  a  criminal  court  of  justict(,  hnitjoxx^vt  in  substance 
jlfyi,  eff€;pc  a  criminal  c^mrt  of  justicci  and  ypu  should  there? 
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.  fore  liot  render  it  impossible  for  a  person  accused  before  yoti 
to  obtsih  substantial  justice*  by  charging  him  with  the  aggra- 
vation of  an  oflfence  softer  you  have  proceeded  to  punish  hini 
for  the  corpus  delicti ;  that  would  be  absolutely  unjust,  and  hf 
which  you  wciuld  be  availing  yourselves  of  your  own  want  of 
>'alcs,  by  which  the  accused  may  protect  himself  in  any  othef 
court  appropriated  to  the  administration  of  justice.    You  ar6 
not  in.  a  situation  in  which  you  can  proceed  justly  to  ulterior 
ipunisbme&ty  for  what  appears,  to  you  to  be  what  is  called  ag- 
gravation of  an  oficncc.    How  would  the  charges  be  consti*^ 
tuted,^     What  makes  the  misap|)lication  of  the  public  money 
,  the  principle  of  an  offence,  and  what  aggravates-  it,  would  per- 
haps, be  difficult  even  for  a  lawyer  to  state  correctly.    The 
aggravation  of  the  crime  is  no  distinct  part  of  the  crime  itself 
mnd  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  criniixial  jus^ 
tice  of  this  country  to  proceed  for  the  aggavation  after  pa- 
nishment  is  inflicted^or  the  crime  itself,  and,  therefore,  I  trust 
the  house  will  not  adopt  that  mode  of  proceeding.    You  iTav^^ 
brought  yourselves  into  this  difficulty,  and  gentlemen  now 
candidly  confess  they  feel  the  full  force  of  it.  It  is  an  embarrass!  , 
fcient  which  the  house  ought  to  feel,  for  you  cannot  proceed 
how  without  interfering  with  tlie  merciful  administration  of 
justice,  which  I  trust  v/ill  always  be  the  British  administration 
of  justice ;  and  therefore  I  do  hope,  on  the  best  reflection  I 
can  make- on  the  subject,  that  gentlemen  (however  they  naf 
regret  the  circumstance)  will  feel  that  they  have  now  no  op- 
,tion.     I  know  that  this  has  the  same  efiect  as  if  LordrMelvilld 
was  to  be 'pronounced  not  guilty  on  a  criminal  charge;  but  I 
livill  go  further  \  if  the  house  had  not  proceeded  as  it  did,  the 
case  would  now  be  necessarily  pVesented  in  a  different  point 
of  view,  because,  as  it  stands,  there  would  be  no  answer  as  to 
the  misapplication  in  point  of  law  of  the  ten  thousand  jimnds  $ 
it  would  be  a  misapplication  of  the  public  money,  for  which 
he  might  have  been  liable  to  punishment  if  he  had  not  beeii 
punished  already.    The  misapplication  of  the  public  money 
in  his  hands,  for  which  he  did  not  accotnf,  would  be  a  case^ 
whidi  the  constitutional  jealousy  of  this  house  would  enter- 
tain as.  a  serious  charge.    I  therefore  am  prepared  to  say,,  sq 
far  from  being  of  opinion  there  is  no  legal  guilt  in  the  case  of 
my  Lord  Melville,  that  I  am  by  no  meanr  assured,  if  the  house  ^ 
bad  not  proceeded  as  it  has  done  already,  that  I'shoul<|,€ot  * 
haye  votal  for  the  impeachment ;  but  I  am  more  prepared  to 
$ay,  that  gentlemen  on*  the  other  side  would  ha^e  had  nty  ^otd 
to-night,  if  they  had  taken  my  advice  to  wait  tintil'they*  l^d 
Covered,  as  fi^.as  th^  havd  now-  been  enabled  to  di^co^; 
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what  the  nature  was  of  the  particular  charges  against  my  Lord 
Melville.    If  they  had  proceeded  more  quietly,  more  slowly^ 
)>.ut  not  the  less  surdly  tor  the  attainment  of  justice,  the  case 
would  have,  stood  very  differently  from  what  it  now  does. 
The  hon.  gentleman  says,  that  tlie  majority  of  the  public  ha* 
been  greatly  with  him  \  but  on  the  subject  on  which  we  are 
now  debating,  there  is  a  prevailing  and  a  growing  sentiment 
in  the  public  opinion — I  say,  I  do  believe  that  at  this  moment 
there  is  a  prevailing  and  a  growing  sentiment  in  the  public 
mind,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  have  given  fairer  advice 
jto  the  house^  and  acted  in  a  safier  and  abetter  way  for  the  atr 
tainment  of  his  object,  (which  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  object 
of  justice,)  if  he  had  abstained  from  proceeding  to  a  vote' on 
any  part  of  the  case,  before  he  knew  the  whole  of  it.    If  the 
house  shotild  now  adopt  the  mode  proposed,  it  would  be  to 
deliver  over  the  noble  lord  to  the  certainty  of  a  conviction  of 
an  offence  for  which  he  has  been  already  punished  \  for  it  ig 
impossible  tliat  he  should  obtain,  an  acquittal,  and,  therefore^ 
i%  must  be  in  reality  pursuing  that  system  which  I  pressed  the 
house  to  resist -,  instead  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  recom- 
^aend  to  the  house  that  which  is  the  true  character  of  the 
British  administration  of  justice,  by  which  this  rule  is  est^v^ 
blished>  that  after  punishment  is  inflicted  for  any  crime^  you 
shall  not  add  another  punishment  on  account  of  your  having 
afterwards  discovered  some  new  circumstance  which  consti- 
tutes an  aggravation  of  the  guilt.     Gentlemen  say  the  noble 
lord  does  not  desire  or  covet  a  trial,  which  they  say  he  ouglit 
to  do.    k  is  impossible  that  he  should  be  acquitted  ^  every 
body  admits  there  is  legal  guilt;  it  is  q^ite  clear  there  is  legal 
guilt.  .  Why  .then,  what  opportunity  can  the  noble  lord  wish 
for  to  go  to  trial,  in  order  to  be  acquitted  ?    He  cannot  be 
acquitted;  and  those  who  wish  him  to  appear  on  his  trial  for 
what  they  have  already  piinished.him  for,  forget  the  principleis 
of  British  justice,  moderation,  and  mercy,  and  I  hope  the 
house  will^ot  proceed  in  a  way  by  which  ax^  ordinary  prosecutor 
would  disgrace  himself. 

Mr.  If  Utbread  rose  to  reply:  he  alluded  to  the  charges  whicl^ 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  brought  against  him,  for  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  in  the  business.  It  had  been  contended 
that  he  was  influenced  by  feelings  of  cruelty  and  revenge'; 
by  a  desire  of  placing  Lord  Melville  in  ;|  situation  more  hu- 
milhting  than  ever  British  subject  had  been  placed  in  before. 
He  had  been  accused  of  entrapping{the  hous^  into  a  partif^ulaf 
igrmof  j)roceedii]gs^  ;Mid  involving  theo^  49  embarrassments^ 
i  frop^ 
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from  which  any  fair  retreat  was  impossible.  To  such  charges 
he  could  not  plead  guilty,  nor  could  he  contentedly  hear  as- 
sertionsi  so  confidently  delivered,  which  had  no  foundation 
in  truth.  Whatever  aright  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  • 
might  think  of  the  desultory  and  stupid  manner  in  which  he 
had  man?. gedx this  business,  and  whatever  might  be  the  opi*- 
nfcn  of  the  hon.  and  lcarne4  gentleman  of  the  growinig  and 
prevailing  sentiment  of  the  country,  as  to  the  imprudence  of 
the  vote  of  the  8th  of  April,  he  felt  himself  called  on  to  de- 
fend his  character  against  a  charge  so  foul  as  the  supposition^ 
that  he  had  ever  uttered  one  expression,  or  supported  one 
sentiment,  from  feelings  of  vengeance  against  any  individual. 
We  had  ever  felt  himself  actuated  by  principles  of  honesty  and 
views  of  pubKc  advantage.  Having  noticed  this  charge,  he 
referred  to  what  had  fallen  that  evening  from  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  R.  Dundas),  who  naturally  f!dte  a 
%rarm  interest  in  wliatever  concerned  the  character  of  that  no* 
ble  lord,  whom  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  arraign  as  guilty 
of  gross  malversation  in  a  public  office  of  high  respectability. 
He  was  sensible,  that  when  speaking  of  the  noble  lord't 
conduct,  he  was  forced  to  make  use  of  strong  language,  bq# 
cause  he  felt  strongly  on  the  subject.  He  begged  leave,  how* 
ever,  to  assure  the  right  hon.  member,  that  he  meant  to  him 
no  personal  offence.  On  the  contrary,  what  had  fallen  frooi 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  evening,  was  so  highly  respect* 
ful  to  the  house  as  to  meet  general  approbation.  It  would  per- 
haps have  been  well  for  the  noble  lord  to  have  left  his  defence 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  rather  than 
have  undertaken  it  himself.  If  this  course  bod  been  follow^ 
ed,  sure  he  was  that  the  noble  lord*s  character  would  have 
appeared  less  objectionable  than  it  did  after  the  defence,  whicE 
be  himself  undertook,  was  closed.  He  cpuld  not  suffer  hinv 
jsclf  to  think,  that  the  defence  extenuated  the  enormity  of  the 
case,  as  an  hon.  member  (Mr,  H.  Browne)  seemed  to  suppose^ 
\5chen  he  said  it  would  have  been  wise  to  withdraw  the  motion 
after  an  explanation  so  satisfactory.  He  was,  perhaps,  not  so 
wise  as  the  hon.  gentleman,  but  he  was  at  least  too  nice  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  defence,  which  neither  supplied  what  was  defi- 
cient, nor  explained  what  was  doubtftd  in  the  transactions 
complained  of.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  the  difiiculties 
attending  xhc  proceedings  of  that  house.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  deny  that  -difiiculties  tfid  exist,  but  of  this  he  was  quite 
wniible,  that  the  greater  part  of  tliem  were  difiiculties  whicBi 
tbt  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  knowingly  and  willingiv 

surtcif. 
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Started,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  created.  He  was  sen- 
sible  t&at  ingenuity,  eloquence  and  dexterity  had  all  been  put 

,  on  the  stretch  to  invent  difficulties  which  were  wholly  ficti- 
tious. The  grand  difficulty,  which,  if  once  removed,  would 
iTcnder  every  other  trifling,  was^that  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  would  not  proceed  on  the  direct  evidence  qontained  in 
tlie  report  of  tte  committee.  T^e.  dirficulty  was,  that  they 
would. not  procecci  to  that  direct  vote  |which  that  evidence  so 
clearly  pointed  out  to  bcnccessary.  The  right-on.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  had,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  his, 
whether  the  civil  suit  and  the  criminal  charge  were  con- 
sistent with  each  other,  been  forced  to  admit  that  they  were 
compatible  *,  and  here  then  one  great  difficulty,  one  grand 
objection  against  tlie  motion  was  removed.  Even,  however, 
if  they  had  been  incompatible,  a  simple  remedy  would  have 
been  obtained.  It  would  only  have  been  pccessary  to  prose-- 
qute  the  criminal  charge,  and  suffer  the  civil  suit  to  rest  in 
oblivion  for  ever.  But  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
charged  all  the  measures  hitherto  taken  with  precipftatioa 

^nd  violence.  If  in  his  humble  life  he  had  ever  been  proud 
of  his  connection  with  the  promotion  of  public  good,  the 
share  !which  he  had  in  these  transactions  was  a  just  ground 
of  exultation  ;  if  ever  that  house  had  reason  to  be  proud  of 
any  decision,  it  was  the  decision  of  that  day  which  jgentlemen. 
were  so  anxious  to  load  with  reproach.  He  dared  any  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  propose  to  the  house  to  rescind  those  reso- 

^  lotions,  which  to  the  country  had  afforded  so  much  satisfacr 
tion.  He  was  sure  that  no  right  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
the  effirontery  to  propose  such  a  measure.  If  they  did,  he 
was  ready  to  meet  it,  and  he  was  coniident  such  a  proposition 
YTould  meet  with  the  fate  it  deserved.  It  was  agreeably  to 
every  principle  of  reason,  that  a  criminating  resolution  should 
precede  an  impeachment.  In  this  case,  however,  where  the 
inquiry  was  respecting  the  misapplication  of  6o,oool.  of  naval 
znoney,  no  resolutions  had  been  moved,  and  therefore  he  and 
the  house  were  left  perfectly  unfettered  as  to  their  decision. 
With  respect  to  the  case  of  Jellicoe,  it  seemed  usual  with 

Sentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  r^epresent  it  as  a  matter  of  tri- 
ing  consideration.  He,  for  his  part^  never  had  vie\ved  it  in 
diat  light ;  but  bad,  on  the  contrary,  made  it  the  subject  of 
some  resolutions,  which,  however,  were  withdrawn  on  the  whole 
matter  being  referred  to  a  committee.  It  was  very  unjustly 
insinuated  that.improper  means  were  taken  to  inflame  the  pub« 
Vol.  III.  1805.  O  o  Jic 
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lie  mind  by  the  a'ccusations  of  Lord  Melville's  public  conduct. 
The  fact  was,  it  was  the  conviction  of  the  delinquency  of  that 
conduct  that  inflamed  the  indignation  of  ^11  ranks  in  the  state, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  this  indignation  would  not  subside 
till  the  great  ends  of  public  justice  were  fully  satisfied.  As  to 
county  meetings  on  this  subject,  he  had  not  attended  one  of 
them>  nor  had  he  signed  a  single  requisition.  He  was  ready, 
however,  to  confess  that  his  feelings  were  highly  gratified  by 
the  flattering  marks  of  approbation  bestowed  at  many  of  these 
meetings  on  his  public  conduct.  These  marks  of  approbation 
were  to  him  the  more  gratifving,  as  he  was  conscious  they 
were  never  meanly  courted,  feut  as  so  much  was  said  of  the 
inflammatory  language,  it  might  not  be  improper  to  recall  ta 
the  recollection  of  some  gentlemen,  the  sort  of  language  which 
was  employed  at  the  time  Lord  Melville  proposed  the  im- 
peachment of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold.  Before  Sir  lliomas 
Rumbold  was  called  on  for  his  defence,  the  acrimonious  accu- 
sations were  circulated  against  him  all  over  the  country.  He 
himself  could  recollect  the  counsel  of  Sir  Thomas  making  a 
formal  complaint  on  the  subject  at  the  bar.  That  counsel  wa* 
How  at  the  head  of  our  law  department,  and  was  doubtless  a 
man  of  the  most  splendid  talents  and  wonderful  acquirements. 
Not  only  was  he  able  to  fulfil  all  the  arduous  duties  of  the  court 
of  chancery  and  of  speaker  of  the  house  of  lords,  but  had  lei- 
sure sufl[icient  to  employ  in  political  manoeuvres  and  intrigues. 
If  report  did  not  belie  the  country,  he  had  successfully  exerted 
his  arts  in  turning  out,  at  no  remote  distance  of  time,  one 
administration,  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be  long  before  his 
talents  were  occupied  in  the  same  way  with  similar  success. 
This  distinguished  personage  then  at  the  bar,  and  counsel 
for  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  addressed  Lord  Melville,  the  ac- 
cuser, ih  the  language  of  King  James  to  his  favourite  Budc- 
ingham,  when  he  was  about  to  undertake  the  impeachment  of 
the  Earl  of  Middleton.  The  language  of  James  is,  and  the 
tounsel  pointedly  applied  it  to  Lord  Melville,  then  a  member 
of  this  house — "  Stenny,  Stenny,  you  are  a  fool  if  you  go  on, 

?ou  will  have  your  bellyful  of  peachments  before  you  die." 
ucK  was  the  language  used  to  Lord  Melville,  and  it  was  not 
a  little  wonderful  how  truly  it  had  been  exefhplified.  The 
language  of  the  noble  lord  was  altogether  unaccountable. 
When  employed  in  his  defence,  he  talked  much  of  new  regula- 
tions to  be  introduced  into  the  oflSce  of  treasurer  of  the  navy, 
aind  almost  seemed  inclined  to  tempt  the  liouse  to  recall 

him 
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him  to  this  his  favourite  emplo^ent.  This,  however,  was  ren- 
dered impossible.  The  noble  lord  was  absolutely yr/o  de  se. 
He  was  literally  a  suicide.  Never  more  could  he  indulge  the 
hopt  of  revisiting  the  political  Elysium.  He  is  doomed  for 
ever, to  wander  on  the  banks  of  the  Styx,  indulging  in  fruit* 
less  penitence,  and  forming  useless  schemes  of  reformation. 


-Quam  vellent  aDthere  in  alto 


Nancet  pauperiem,  etduros  perferre  laborcs  ! 
Fata  obttant,  tristiqae  palus  inamabills  unda 
Alligat,  et  novies  Styx  interfusa  coercet. 

TTic  hon.  member,  after  this  classical  allusion,  proceeded  to 
comment  on  the  destruction  of  all  the  documents,  memoran- 
dums, or  records  which  could  throw  light  on  these  mysteri- 
ous transactions,  which  established  Lord  Melville*s  crimina- 
lity* He  reprobated  this  proceeding,  and  appealed  to  any 
learned  gentleman  in  the  house,  whether  it  was  noi  of  a  nature 
that  would  beget  suspicion  of  fraud  in  any  court  of  law  or 
eqnity  in  the  kingdom.  On  the  subject  of  Lord  Melville's  be-  • 
ing  already  sufficiently  punished,  as  contended  by  his  friends, 
he  wished  not  long  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  house,  hav- 
ing already  more  than  once  fully  stated  his  sentiments.  He 
only  put  it  to  the  house,  whether  any  one  conceived  that  Lord 
Macclesfield  was  sufficiently" punished  by  a  vote  of  censure, 
and  by  having  that  vote  of  censure  carried  up  to  the  throne. 
No  one  ever  held  such  a  monstrous  proposition,  and  wh^t 
was  the  guilt  of  Lord  Macclesfield  in  point  of  enormity 
to  that  of  Lord  Melville  ?  Here,  however,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  came  forward,  and  asked,  will  you  first  inflict 
the  severest  wounds,  shut  up  the  criminal  in  a  dungeon,  and 
when  his  pain  is  almost  subsided,  drag  him  forth,  and  afflict 
him  with  fresh  cruelties  ?  It  was  easy  for  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  fancy  to  sport  with  these  metaphoric  tortures^ 
but  if  he  wished  to  know,  what  tortures  in  reality  were,  he 
would  refer  him  to  the  tortures  inflicted  on  the  bare  backs 
of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Ireland.  He  begged  leave 
to  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  what  he  wanted  was 
not  cruelty.  It  was  substantial  justice  against  a  great  public 
offender  that  he  required,  and  this  justice,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  house,  he  trusted  he  would  eflfect.  The  hon.  member 
was  very  pointed  on  the  subject  of  the  repayment  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  on  which  some  gentlemen  laid  so  much  stress. 
There  was  not  a  single  document  to  prove  the  repayment,  and 
the  only  evidence  of  it  was  the  evidence  of  Trotter,  which 
was  frail,  confused  and  unsatisfactory,  and  certainly  nothing 
G  o  a  ^        more 
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more  satisfactory  was  obtained  from  Lord  Melville,  who  had 
a  recollection  to  the  full  as  frail  as  his  paymaster  and  agent- 
It  could  not  be  positively  asserted,  but  there  was  a  strong  pre- 
sumption that  the  repayment  was  by  means  of  improper  specula- 
tions with  the  pubjic  money-  To  clear  up  this  business  inquiry 
wasindispensable>  and  no  mode  of  inquiry  was  so  dignified,  or 
so  just  to  all  parties  as  impeachment.  He  shewed  that  many 
of  the  inconveniences  of  an  impeachment  applied  to  the  admi- 
rable institution  of  juries.  The  case  of  Mr.  Hnstings's  im- 
peachment had  no  analogy  to  that  now  proposed,  ft  would 
be  just  as  conclusive  to  say  that  the  impeachment  would  last 
only  twenty-five  days,  occupied  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Maccles- 
field, as  that  it  would  last  ten  years,  occupied  in  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Hastings.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  an  ani- 
mated appeal  to  those  who  were  favourable  to  a  criminal  pro- 
secution to  join  in  so  important  an  end.  • 

Mr.  Sheridan  stated,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  that  in- 
duced him  to  prefer  the  impeachment  to  a  criminal  prose* 
cution. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  original  motion  : 
For  the  impeachment  -  195 

Against  it  -  -  272 

Majori  ty  against  the  impeachment        -       77 
That  motion  having  been  lost,  the  house  afterwards  divided 
on  Mr.  Bond's  amendment,  for  a  criminal  prosecution  against 
Lord  Melville :  when  the  numbers  were, 

For  the  criminal  prosecution       -      238 
Against  it  -  -  229 

Majority  for  the  criminal  prosecution  9 

About  six  o'clock  in  t}ie  morning  the  house  adjourned  to 
Friday, 

HOUSEOF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  I3. 

In  a  committee  of  privileges,  counsel  and  evidence  were 
heard  on  Sir  Cecil  Bishop's  claim*  to  the  barony  of  Zouch. 

Lord  Auckland  laid  on  the  table  the  annual  account  of  the 
directors  of  the  Chatham  chest.    Ordered  to  be  printed- 

On  the  question  for  the  second  reading  of  Moore's  divorce 
bill,  a  conversation  arose  between  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Auckland,  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  and  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  on  an  understanding  said  to  be  existing  between 

the 
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the  agents  for  the  parties,  that  the  damages  obtained  in  the 
^ourt  below  should  not  be  levied.  The  second  r'eading  was 
in  consequence  postponed  till  Monday.  ^ 

The  Lancaster  justices  bill  was  committed  and  reported. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  stipendiary 
curates*  bill,  when,  after  a  long  discussion  oa  the  first  clause, 
progress  was  reported,  and  the  chairman  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again  next  day. — Adjourned, 


HOUSEOFLORDS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  14. 

Earl  Suffolk  fixed  his  intended  motion  on  the  state  of  Ire- 
land for  Tuesday  next,  for  which  day  the  lords  were  ordered 
to  be  summoned. 

The  further  proceedings  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox 
were  pqsponed  till  Monday ;  on  which  day  Lord  Auckland 
gave  notice  he  should  submit  a  motion,  the  eflFect  of  which 
would  be  to.postpone  the  further  proceedings  on  that  business 
till  next  session. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  sti- 
pendiary curates*  bill,  the  further  consideration  of  which  was 
deferred  till  Tuesday. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  I4. 

The  bill  for  suspending  xhe  penalties  on  woollen  manfac- 
turers  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

The  members  of  parliament  bankrupt  privilege  bill  was  or^^ 
dered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuesday. 

A  message  from  the  lords  acquainted  the  house  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for*regulating  the  farming  of 
the  poor;  and  had  consented  to  allow  the  Earl  of  St.  Vin- 
cent to  attend  the  committee  to  whom  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Home  Pophani  had  been  referred ;  but  on  the  subject  of  the 
desire  expressed  by  the  house  of  commons,  that  they  would 
permit  the  lord  president  of  the  council,  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 
hamshire, and  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  to  attend  the  com- 
mittee on  the  eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval 
inquiry,  their  lordships  required  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds 
of  such  request.    It  w^s  resolved^  that  to  the  latter  part  df 

this 
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/the  house  would  send  an  answer  by  messengers  of 
/ 
ict  for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax  having  been  en- 
/^  ready  Lord  Glenbervie  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 

/o  amend  the  same,  and  to  render  it  more  effectual. 
,  the  London  port  bill  went  through  a  committee,  stnd  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  offenders  escape  biU  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Sir  J.  Newport  gave  notice,  that'  on  Tuesday  next  he  would 
submit  to  the  house  a  motion  relative  to  the  two  boards  of 
commissioners  in  Ireland^  one  for  granting  compensation  to 
the  suffering  loyalists,,  the  other  for  granting  compensation 
to  officers  in  that  country  whose  offices  had  been  extin- 
guished, or  whose  emoluments  had  been  diminished  by  the 
union.  ' 

Colonel  Crauford  postponed  his  motion  from  Monday  to 
Tuesday. 

The  Secretary  at  War  brought  in  a  bill  empowering  his 
majesty  to  retain  in  full  pay  the  officers  of  the  militia  notwith** 
standing  the  reduction,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday.  *    ' 

The  bark  preservation  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

The  Dublin  paving  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  accounts  0/ the  effective  mi- 
litary force  of  Great  Britain  on  the  ist  ctf  May,  1 805,  whick 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Colonel  Craufurd,  adverting  to  the  above  accounts  for 
which  he  last  week  moved,  observed,  that  they  did  not  go 
ai  far  as  he  wished.  It  was  therefore  ordered,  on  the  hon. 
.colonel's  motion,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  ac- 
count of  the  effective  strength  of  the  garrisons  and  of  the  ve-  . 
teran  battalions  on  the  istofMay,  1805^ 

The  committee  on  the  Isle  of  Man  bill  was  deferred  till  Fri- 
^y* 

The  English  and  Irish  militia  pay  bills,  the  lottery  bill, 
the  militia  subalterns'  bill,  the  militia  adjutants'  bill,  and 
the  Irish  paper  regulation  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

LOAM  To  fiOYD^  BENFIEL^,  AND  CO. 

Mr.  Whithread  rofe,  purfuant  to  notice,  to  move  certaia 
refoluUons  refpcding  the  condudt  of  tiK  right  hon.  the 

Chancellor 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  in  thofe  tranfadirons  whicH 
had  been  difcovered  in  the  report  of  the  cpmnHflioners  of 
jiaval  inquiryy  and  farther  inveftigated  in  the  feled  com* 
jnittee  of  the  houfe.  He  trufted,  after  the  proceedings  id 
which  the  houfe  had  been  engaged  the  preceding  evenings, 
he  (hould  no  longer  appear  dilatory  in  having  brought  for* 
ward  thefe  refolutions,  and  he  tnjfted  they  were  couched  in 
fiich  terms  as  would  procure  the  concurrence  of  many,  who 
mi|ht  not  go  the  full  length  of  fome  of  his  opinions  on  the 
fubjeA.  Another  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Lafcelles, 
had  given  notice  of  counter  refolutions,  but  counter  refoIu«i 
lions,  he  was  fure,  there  could  be  none ;  and  if  with  his 
refolations  the  hon.  gentleman  could  concur,  while  with  his 
(thofe  of  Mr.  Lafcelies)  probably  he  could  not  concur,  he 
trufted  that  for  the  fake  of  unanimity,  and  of  the  dignitvof 
the  houfe,  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the  houfe  would  adopt 
thofe  he  fhould  have  the  honour  to  propofe.  The  objeA  he 
had  in  view,  was  to  put  on  the  records  of  the  houfe,  fuch 
a  view  of  tranfadions,  unqueftionably  irregular,  as  would 
prevent  the  danger  of  example.  None,  even  of  thofe  who 
think  the  particular  aft  meritorious,  could  wifh  that  on  fome 
future  occafion  public  monej  fhould  be  perverted  by  the 
precedent,  without  the  juftification  of  a  limilar  neceffity. 
There  were  three  points  to  which  he  fhould  chiefly  direft 
the  attention  of  the  houfe.  On  a  former  occafion  he  had 
ftated,  as  the  refult  of  good  information,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  faft  of  money  being  withdrawn 
fiom  the  bank,  and  kept  at  a  private  banker's.  Now,  the 
evidemie  of  Mr.  Raikes  diftinAly  proved  that  alTertion,  and 
though  there  was  a  flight  difl^erence  as  to  tht  terms  in  which 
the  inforn^tion  was  conveyed  between  Mr.  Raikes  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  there  ^as  no  doubt  as  to  the  fubftance  of  the  comiiiU'» 
iiication.  It  was  in  1797,  when  Mr.  Raikes  was  governor 
of  the  bank,  and  mod  extraordinary  it  was,  if  unexplained, 
tiiat  Mr. Pitt  took  no  fleps,  fuch  as  might  have  been  fuggefted 
by  what  he  had  been  told  by  Mr.  Raikes.  Previous  to  that 
communication,  and  iince,  it  now  is  certain,  that  money 
was  irregularly  drawn  from  the  bank  in  large  fums,  and  ap« 
plied  to  private  profit.     And  yet  no  ftep  was  taken  to  ftop 

Se  irregularity,  nor  fuf&cient  inquiry  made  into  its  exiftence. 
o  charge  of  perfonal  corruption  ever  was  made  on  Mr. 
Pitt  refpefting  tl}is  bufinefs,  and  nioft  certainly  he  ftands 
acquitted  of  all  imputation  of  that  fort ;  but  of  negligence 
he  cannot  ib  eaiiiy  dc  abfolved.    It  is  of  no  confequence  in 

what 
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wbat  manner  the  communication  was  made»  whether  officii 
ally  or  not.  Such  information  from  the  governor  of  the 
bank  ought  to  have  roufed  Mr.  Pitt's  vigilance.  The  fad 
of  Mr.  Raikes  having  given  the  information,  which  Mr. 
Pitt  admits,  cannot  be  qoeftioned,  though  it  is  faid  to  have 
been  queilioned  by  fome ;  but  in  juftice  to  Mr.  Raikes  it  is 
proper  to  obferve,  that  no  doubt  whatever  can  be  entertained 
of  his  having  apprifed  Mr.  Pitt»  and  though  nooe  of  the 
committee  of  the  bank  renaember  his  mentioning'  the  cir« 
cumftance  ,on  his  return,  yet  the  faft  ren/ains  undifputable* 
In  whatever  way  tliat  information  may  be  confidered,  whe« 
ther  as  hearfay  or  otherwife,  it  was  fufiicient  to  call  upon 
the  iirft.lord  of  the  treafury  to  inquire  into  a  matter  of  im« 
portance,  conned:ed  with  the  finance  adminiftration  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  credit  of  his  friend  Lord-  Melville. 
With  that  noble  lord  indeed  Mr.  Pitt  conveifed  on  the 
fubjeA,  and  very  quickly,  and,  as  appears,  very  eafily  fatif* 
fied,  he  turned  his  thoughts  no  farther  to  the  fubjeA,  a  neg« 
ligence  which,  confidering  the  difcoveries  now  made,  and 
the  continued  irregularities,  which  it  might  then  have  beeii 
poflible  to  prevent,  he  now  regrets.  It  is  the  more  remark- 
able that  his  mind  was  (truck  with  no  fufpicion  ;  knowing 
as  he  did  the  diverfion  of  40,0001.  naval  money,  contrary 
to  law,  he  might  have  fcen  the  facility  of  employing  in  bad 
purpofes  that  which  he  had  been  acceflary  in  diverting  to 
what  he  thought  a  right  one.  Extraordinary  it  is  too,  that 
after  having  fought  explanation  from'Lord  Melville  he  never 
a^ain  nientioned  to  Mr.  Raikes  the  circumfiance,  and  told 
him  he  was  miftaken  in  .his  vie^  of  the  matter,  as  in  a  , 
thing  involving  the  credit  of  the  treafurer  of  the  nayy 
would  have  been  natural.  He  faid,  however,  tha,t  the  law 
was  not  under  his  contemplation,  that  is,  in  other  words» 
he  had  forgot  it.  But  could  ignorance  or  forgetfulnefs  of 
a  law^  which  does  not  excufe  the  meaneft  fubjeA,  be  aa 
apology  for  the  firft  finance  minifter  in  a  matter  fo  impor-^ 
tant,  particularly  when  he  had  himfelf  been  concerned  in 
the  introdu^ion  of  that  very  law,  and  the  reforms  it  was 
intended  to  effed  ?  Had  not  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe 
been  fuch  as  they  have  been,  fpecific  re^lutions  on  this 
point  would  have  been  proper ;  but  marked  as  the  whole 
tranfa&ion,  as  to  the  diverfion  and  mifapplication  of  naval  - 
monev.  by  the  treafurer  is,  I  am  unwilling  (faid  Mr. 
Whitbread)  to  propofe  any  thing  ofFenfiv^  to  the  feelings  of 
thebon.  gentleman,  or  ot  any  other  member  refpe£ling  iU 
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find  therefore  intend  propofing  no  vefelution  on  that  bead. 
The  next  fubjeft  was  the  deficiency  of  Mr.  Jellicoe,  on  which 
Mr.  Whilbrcad  arraigned  the  negligence  of  the  treafory. 
The  fadU,  faid  bet  ai^  not  fuch  as  fet  fonh  in  the  pro* 
ceedings  at  the  treafury.  After  a  conyerfation  between  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Lord  Melville,  a  niemorial  was  prefented  to  the 
treafury.  In'  this  tranfaf^iun  the  firtt  extraordinary  feature 
is  the*  date  of  the  various  proceedings.  The  warrant  for 
the  writ  of  privy  feal  is  dated  the  21  ft;  the  writ  i^ifia 
dated  the  27lh  ;  and  the  entry  of  it  the  3lft  of  May,  t«00.; 
while  the  information  on  which  the  warrant  is  fuppofed  to 
proceed  is  laid  before  the  board  of  treaftiry  ott  xbt  29th. 
Sach  is  the  reveife  order  in  which  this  bufineft  goes  on. 
Thefe  dates  may  arife  from  miftake,  and  may  be*e;^ajned  ; 
but  it  gives  a  ftrange  idea  of  the  mode  of  condu&ifig 
buTinefs,  to  fee  the  writi^  pailkig  without  tlieir  warrants,  and 
vrarrams  without  th^  ioforuiation  on  which  they  proceed, 
as  if  what  was  e&ntial  had  been  only  a  form,  and  t!ie 
reft,  the  material  poiotty  were  ready  at  a  oioment,  naA 
"Waited  onlj^Ue  formality  of  a  ftatenaent  to  precede  ihem. 
At  firft  it  appteared  that  thefe  miftakes  migiu  have  happened 
an  the  hurrying  of  packing  <up  when  minifters  were  going 
out,  but  at  that  time  Lord  Meiviile  only  quitted  tbt 
tTeafurerft)ip  of  the  navy,  and  remained  in  office  «  whole 
year  after.  The  matter,  therefore,  ftill  required  the  cxpla* 
nation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  oppolite.  He  then 
proceeded  to  complain  of  ehe  negligence  of  the  treaiiiry  im 
snaking  no  inquiry  into  the  buiinefs.  If  Mr.  Pitt«  engiged 
t«  a  multiplicity  of  other  aifaii-s,  coald  not  4k)  it,  why  tieC 
depute  fome  of  the  junior  iords  of  the  treafury  i  Why  not 
cntploy  Mr.  Smith,  or  Lord  Glenbervie*  nut  a  junior  lord 
in  one  fenfe,  but  a  perfon  of  great  afliduity^  eifperiewcc  and 
QbiHty,  to  inveftigate  the  claims  which  Mr.  Dundas  hod  to 
a  writ  of  privy  feal  ?  Had  the  junior  lords  of  the  t/eafury 
no  duty  to  perform,  though  receiving  a  large  ialary  from 
the  public  ?  This  was  a  new  fpectes  of  iupplication  ;  there 
was  no  exsmpie  of  a  writ  of  privy  feal  oT  ^thb  nature  fince 
neo,  for  thofe  that  have  occuired  lince  being  for  accountt, 
and  not  for  a  deficieoey,  were,  not  fimilar  to  die  prefent, 
vrhich  on  every  account  jailed  for  paiticular  attention.  But 
neither  did  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  any  of  the  junior  lords  of  the 
treafury,  make  any  paiticular  inquiry  into  the  affair ;  and, 
Itom  the  report  of  the  committee^  the  public  are  inforihed 
that  fome  of  thek  ftrranta  d^  sio  ditty  ai  idi  for  appoint* 
Vol.  i}I.  i8oj;.  f  f  Oients 
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ments  fuppofed  to  be  efficient,  fince  Lord  Glenbervie  had 
not  attended  the  board  of  treafury  for  a  whole  yea c*  and 
feme  of  thoib  whofe  names  were  to  the  minute  of  tvcafury 
knew  nothing  at  all  about  tho^bufinefs  tranfaded.  Had  the 
proper  inquiries  been  made,  it  would  have  been  found  that 
the  averments  were  not  coniiftcnt  with  the  fafts.  Here  Mr. 
Whitbread  went  into  a  view  of' the  proceedings  on  Jelli- 
coe'scafO)  ftom  which  it  appeared  that  the  bulineis  was,  ia 
the  abfence  of  the.iblicittn-  to  the  admiralty,  put  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  White,  foHciLor  to  the  treafury,  who  had  gene- 
ral inftru^^ions  to  a£t  ;  but  that  the  proceedings  having  begun 
in  \1HHj  nothing  farther  was  done  after  1193,  except  that 
Mr.  Trotter  occaiionally  a£bed  till  the  writ^of  privy  feal  was 
obtained^  but  after  that  did  nothing  ;  fince  wlien,  no  perfbn 
whatever  about  the  treafury  feems  to  have  known  any  thing 
refpefting  the  bufinefs,  or  taken  any  fleps  in  it.  Nor  did 
it  appear  that  foibearance  had  arifen  (v^hich  might  have 
been  jufliiiahle)  from  tendernefs  to  Mr.  Samuel  Jeilicoe» 
but  abfolutely  from  negligence.  Upon  tlicfe  grounds  he  called 
for  the  vote  of  the  houfe  to  declare,  what  inco<»(eflible  evi« 
dence  bears  out,  that  the  dindufi  of  the  treafury  in  this  affair 
had  been  negligent.  The  moft  important  part  of  the  cafe, 
however,  was  tiie  loan  to  Boyd,  Benfield,  and  Co.  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds.  This  loan  was  granted  in  September* 
179Q,  and  if  not  accidentally  divulged  in  the  tenth  report* 
niuft  have  probably  remained  a  fecret.  Upon  this  fubjeft 
confiderabie  tight  would  arife  from  a  publication,  fucb  as 
differences  between  partners  in  trade  fometimes  occafion,  ia 
>vhich  the  tranfadions  and  £tuation  of  the  houfe  are  laid 
open  by  Boyd  faimfclf»  to  repel  fome  charges  of  Mr.  Ben- 
field,  ^ar  be  it  from  me,  faid  Mr.  Whitbread,  to  aflert 
that  a  minifter  is  to  be  fo  tied  down  to  forms  that,  on  no  oc- 
|;afioo»  however  urgent  and  necdlary,  he  is  ever  to  depart 
from  them.  I  think  that,  for  great  public  purpofes,  a  tni- 
nifier  ought  to  liik  almoft  (every  thing ;  1  truft  that  I  never 
ihould  (brink  from  the  refponubility  of  doing  fo  when  the 
nation  was  to  be  greatly  ferved.  But  where  is  that  occafion* 
is  the  queftion.  If  a  man  is  confcious  of  afting  right,  he 
will  leave  behind  him  th^  a£l  and  the  juftification  recorded* 
fo  that  his  a£k  may  not  be  drawn  into  example  againft  the 
fpirit  of  the  law.  But  form$  that  are  always  to  be  violated, 
ought  not  to  be  preferved  ;  and  if  form  i$  tranfgreiled  in  one 
inftance*  its  particular  juftification  (hould  ever  be  kept  in 
fievir*  or  its  negle£t  muft  become  geaeral,  with  or  without 
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heceffitf,     Mr.  Pitt  fays,  it  never  oceurred  to  him  that  what 
he  had  done  was  illegal,  or  that  any  indemnity  was  necef^ 
fary.     But  m(^  certainly  the  law  was  violated,  and  as  foon 
as  the  motives  which  firft  teftrained   him  ceafed,  in  the 
failure  of  Boyd*s  houfe,  he  ought  to  have  applied  for  a  bill 
of  indemnity.     But  what  was  (be  time  in  which  tMs  loan 
was  made?  In  1795,  96,  91,  greattdifficuhies prevailed  for 
money;  and  fo  much  was  governmenc  diftrefled  by  the 
delay  of  the  advances  on  the  loan,  that  it  was  thought 
fit  to  refort  to  tranfaftions  that  would  have  been  di%raceful 
and  ruinous  to  a  ptivate  merchant,  viz.  the  expedient  of 
having  fi&iuoiis^  bilts  from  Hamburgh,  really  drawn  in  Lod« 
don,  by  Walter  Boyd,  junior,  and  accepted  by  the  treafury^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  railing  money.     Of  this  fpeculation  Boyd 
was  the  agent,  but  it  did  not  iucceed.     And  who  was  this 
Boyd  ?  He  was  doubtlefs  a  man  of  great  talent  and  enters 
prife ;  perhaps  an  honeft  man ;  of  powerful  imagination^ 
great  vigour  of  mind  and  body,  plauiible  in  converfation, 
ikilful  in  drawing  up  a  projed,  and  perpetually  teeming 
with  financial  fchemes.    Such  a  man  was  a  dangerous  perfon 
to  acquire  the  confidence  of  thd^chancellor  of  the  exche-* 
quer ;  but  he  feemed  to  have  gained  it     And  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  this  connection,  in  the  end,  was  not  only 
hurtful  to  government,  but,  by  encouraging  his  wild  fpecu« 
lations,  mifchievous  and  ruinous  to  his  houle.  In  1795,  Boyd 
contraSed.for  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  and,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1795,  a  ciofe  loan  of  eighteen  millions  for  the  fervice 
of  ITOci  was  contracted  for  by  Boyd,  on  fome  claim,  the 
juftice  of  which  was  much  queftioned,  bat  which  procured 
Mr.  Boyd  the  contract,  and  caufed  a  variety  of  other  offers 
to  be  refufed.      It  was  one  of   the  inftalments  on   this 
loan  that  the  forty  thoufand  pounds  was  granted  to  enable 
Boyd  to  make  good.     It   was  dated,   however,   that  on 
ihii  loan  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  made  previoui 
to  the  firft  inftalment,  and  though  it  fell  in  the  end,  it  was 
at  firft  a  profitable  concern,  and,  in  point  of  fa£t,.  tKe 
average  premium  and  average  difcount  on  the  firft  and  laft 
half  years  was^$  that  the  former  was  feven  and  a  half  and  the 
latter  fix  and  a  half,  lb  that  on  this  loan  Boyd  might  have 
made  a  large  profit  if  he  fold  his  fcrip.     In  the  month  of 
.  April  Boyd  contr<iA<i  for  another  loan  of  7,500,0001.     If 
then  the  loan  of  lb,0C0,000l.  fell  to  a  difcount,.  was  Boyd'$ 
houfe  to  he  relieved,  ani  laved  the  neceffity  of  felling  fcrip 
at  a  lofs,  in  preference  to  every  other  ?  If  he  had  fold  his 
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fcrip  during  the  prefoium^  wbs^  bad  b«  done  with  the  profit  f 
If  he  kepi  a  large  part  of  it,  ho  had  wherewith  to  go  to 
market  ani  raife  mooey.  What  reafca  bad  Boyd  to  expert 
bich  a  preference  I  It  might  he  natural  that,  as  the  agei>t  of 
the  Haifiiburgh  wind  biils;  be  ihould  .cxpeA  a  good  tura 
6om  minifler*,  unlefs  be  aSt&i  oa  the  principles  of  the 
Spartans»  and  diTdacniad  a  reoompence  for  his  public  fervicj^* 
But  k  is  iaid  that  the  advance  to  Buyd  was  to  avert  a  great 

Siiblic  caiafnitjf^.    h  is  proved|  however,  that  the  failure  oS 
oyd  s  hotife  would  have  been  kfs  difaftrous  tbaftthat  of  other 
koufts  of  equal  engagemrjit&    If  he  had  fcrip,  it  is  clearly 
pvoved  that  he  could  baye  fpt  money  for  it  at  fifteen  aad  a 
half  difieomit,  indeed^  which  woaM  have  been  a  lofs  of  iia 
tboufand  pounds.      If  he  l>ad  no  ferip^  what  bad  become 
of  his  large  profits  h  As  ta  the  difficulty  of  a  new  loan,  no 
fuch  thing  could  have  beea  neccflary,  even  if  Boyd  had  failed. 
With  refpefi  to  the  money  market^  (faid  Mr.  Whitbread)  I 
have  cofinderabk  jealoufy  and  difliko^f  it.  I  have  been  acGul'*^ 
turned  from  my  yottlfa  lor  hear  of  the  hep  market  and  thecom 
mavket»and»  by  ari^ular  attention  to  thofe  markets,  in  acourfe 
of  fifty  years,  did  a  perlbn,  whofe  memory  muft  be  moft  dear  to 
xne,  lay  the  foundation  of  every  tbiag  I  poiiefs.  That  foundatbn 
of  fortuae  in  trade  andinduftry,  appears  to  me  far  more  legiti* 
mate  than  the  gains  of  the  money  market ;  and  wilHag  as  I 
tftn  to  reqognife  the  juft  feelings  of  birth  and  family,  I  fee  no 
reafon  to  he  afliamedof  tltat  rife  which  (prings  from  virtuous 
iildttftry  and  honefl;  commerce.    But  tlie  money  market,  I 
confefe,  (eema  to  be  (bmething  very  different.    There  it  if 
laid,  that  eveft  the  votes  of  this  houfe  may  be  influenced ; 
if  not,  certain  it  is  that  loans  add  to  the  foui*ees  of  mJnifte-^ 
rial  infiueoce ;  in  that  market  all  the  bad  psffioas  are  excited, 
and  the  gain  of  one  is  always  in  poportioa  to  the  lodes  of 
others.     Be  this  as  it  may^  however,  the  loan  of  forty  thou*- 
land  pounds  was  granted  to  Boyd  and  Benfield,  both  membcra 
of  parliament,  to  relieve  them  in  a  preiiing  emergency.  Here 
Mr.  Whitbread  recapitulated  the  circomftances  of  the  appli- 
cation^  and  contended  tliat  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
.  was  bound  to  have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  re^nfihilicy  of 
Boyd,  to  have  inquired  into  his  general  circumftances.     He 
muft  have  found,  then,  that  Boyd's  pretence  that  the  bank 
h^d  particularly  aimed  at,  him  in  their  limitations  of  di£. 
count,  was  unfounded.     Bitt  Mr.  Pitt  made  no  inquiries^ 
It  might  be  faid,  that  the  nearer  Boyd  was  to  faiUire,  yet  ic 
might  be  of  impantaBce  to  poftpone  the  failure  for  a  yeac,  \£ 
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it  would  be  lefs  diraftrous  to  the  public  when  it  came.    But, 
in  faftf  the  tranfadions  of  gorerntnent  with  Boyd  did  act  end 
here.     Motie?  was  advanced  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thonntad  pounds,  at  different  times,  for  their  affift. 
ai)ce»  though  the  apparent  ground  was  public  fervice,  parti-* 
cuiarly  the  filver  cantraft,  to  be  fent  to  India,  when  in  faft 
Boyd's  boufe  bad  noiiiver  to  fend.  >  At  the  time  of  all  thefe 
tranfaAions,  aad  in  1796,  it  appears  that  Boyd  knew  the 
hoofc  was  ruined,  as  appears  from  his  correfpondence  .with 
Benfield^   which  fhowed   the  perpetual  difficulties  of  the 
lienfe,  and  the  expedients  to  which  it  was  ncceflTary  to  re- 
fi;fft  to  raife  naoifcy.     Yet  Boyd  had  the  loans  of  1797  an<l 
179^.     Such  are  the  dangers  to  which  the  public  bad  been 
eapofed  by  the  improper  cotriidence  repofed  in  Boyd,  which 
proper  inquiries,  in  the  power  of  the  oliancetlor  of  the  ex* 
rh^uer  to  make,  would  have  removed.    Of  thefe  tranfac* 
lions,  Mr.  Whirbread  read  fiatetnents  from  Boyd's  publica- 
tion.    From  tbis  it  appeared  that  it  was  not  from  unfucceffr* 
fbi  ventures  in  trade,  not  from  unfortunate  bargains,  not  fronx 
calamities  abroad,  or  failures  at  home,  that  the  houfe  was 
brought  to  mtn^  but  by  uafuccefsful  tranfaAions  in  the  aUey« 
Andfurcly  to  repair  thefe  loiles,  or  to  enable  men  to  plunge 
deeper  is  them,  was  an  application  of  the  public  money  which 
parliament  would  never  fandion.  Mr.  Whitbreadthen  alluded 
iNcidemally  to  the  delays  which  appeared  to  take  place  in 
the  payment  of  half   pay,  which  was  from   three  to  fiu 
Buenths  due  before  it  was  iflTued.     1  o  this  he  begged  leave 
to  calt  the  attention  of  the  treafurer  of*  the  navy.    It  wjas  a 
ipectes  of  aUowance  which  ought  on  no  account  to  be  in  ar-» 
rear.     There  was  no  reafbn  why  it  (hould  ;-  and  be  trufted 
that  in  futwe  arrangements  would  be  made  for  paying  ifr 
with  entaie  puaduality.  He  alluded  then  to  die  conftitutioa 
of  the  treafurer's  office,  in  which  the  theory  was  fo  periejl, 
that  any  deviation  feemed  impracticable.     Yet  ini  practice 
abufes  had  been  deteQed.     This  ilruck^him  aa  lingular  in 
the  tnachinery  ;  and  as  to  the  borrowing  and  leading  betveea 
one  branch  and  another  which  had  occurred,  though  he  al- 
leged notbing  wrong,  yet  it  was  poffibfe  that  by^play  might 
take  place,  and  if  it  could  lead  to  pra&ical  abufe  it  fhould  he 
prevented*     He  alhided  alfo  to  the  non-payment  of  bills 
when  dstei  which  frecj^uentiy  took  place,  a  circumftance 
wfaidY^  for  the  regularity  of  buiinefs  and  the  credit  of  the 
giQvemmciitt  (boold  be  prevented.     Having  gone  thjrough 
the  ^rmmi^t  be  faidt  that  be  had  ndw  nearly  finiflied  the 
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Ufk  be  had  undertaken,  in  bringing  before  the  liouie  the  dtf- 
iSrrent  refolutions  on  the  fubjc6l  of  the  reports  before  them. 
He  trufted  that  the  houfe  would  fo  far  concur  with  him  on 
this  occafion,  that  they  would  not  fuffer  a  violation  df  law, 
capable  of  fuch  abufe  as  the  loan  to  Boyd  and  Benfield,  to 
pafs  without  a  proted  agdfnft  the  precedent.     Thi»  was  the 
;  more   necefliry   in   the   prefent  circuraftanccs,   when  the 
weight  of  public  burdens  was  fo  great,  and  danger  of  malver- 
lation  ifi  th^  adminiftration  of  our  iaimeofe  revenues  fo  much 
to  be  dreaded.     It  was  neceflary  to  (hew  too,  that,  ifotwith- 
Handing  the  confidence  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  enjoyed,  yet 
when  irregularities  committed  by  him,  cveit  th6ugh  in  the 
hurry  of  other  more  important  concerns,   and  amtdft  the 
trying  lltuation  of  the  country  and  of  Europe,  at  Yormer 
limes,  were  difcovered,  they  were  not  to  pafs  without  a  cau« 
tronto  prevent  their  being  drawn  into  example.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  himfelf  was  confcious  of  tnd  purity  of  his 
motives^  he  ought  to  have  ffo  objeftion  to  fuch  a  warning 
being  given  to  his  fucceflbrs.     He  concluded  with  calling  on 
the  friends   of  Lord  Sidmuuth,   whole  adminiftratioh  was 
prailed  as  fo  conilitutional  and  economical,  to  join  in  4  vote, 
which  went  to  fecure  regularity  and  economy  in  th^  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  money.  ^  That  noble  lord  had  been 
thought  by  the  houfe,  and  particularly  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  a  bad 
war  minifter,  and  it  might  have  been  thought  he  was  the 
worft  the  nation  could  receive,  till  the  laft  twelve  nfonths 
adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pitt  (hewed  that  he  was  exceeded ; 
for  if  Lord  Sidmouth  had  done  little,  Mr.  Pitt  had  done  lefs  ; 
and   under  Lord  St.  Vincent^s  adminiftratron,    we   knew 
where  the  enemy's  fleets  were,   but  now  they  gjp  to  fea, 
white  we  remain  ignorant  in  what  quarter  they  are  to  direft 
their  attacks  on  us.    Upon  the  prelent  occafion,  therefore, 
the  friends  of  Lord  Sidmouth  had  an  opportunity  of  upfaoid- 
ing  the  iprinciples  of  financial   adminiftration  which  thev 
claimed  tor  that  noble  lord.  -  He  then  read  over  the  dif- 
ferent refolutions,  founded  on  the  principles  laid  down  in 
bis  fpeech. 

The  Chtincellor  of  the  Exchequer ^  in  what  he  meant  to  offer 
to  the  house>  would  not  animadvert  on  any  of  the  esctraneous 
matter  gone  into  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  for  a  great  part  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  speech  was  not  applicable  to  the  question^ 
and  some  of  it  was  totally  irrelevant ;  least  of  all  should  he  on 
that  day  enter  into  a  discussion  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  must  feci  not  belonging  to  the  motion  he*  prOi 

posed  ;  • 
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posed;  he  meant  the  manner  in  which  the  war  was  prosecuted, 
.and  the  management  of  our  land  and  naval  forces.  Probably  tlic 
claj  was  not  m  distant,  as  he  believed  from  the  notice  that  had 
thp  been  given  to  the  house  (by  Colonel  Craufurd),  when  the 
-greater  part  of  these  matters  would  be  the  subject  of  a  distinct 
.discussion  ;  and  he  trusted  the  house  would  give  him  and  his 
colleagues  credit  for  wishing  to  answer  what  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said  on  these  points  then  rather  than  now.  The 
honoiirab\e.gentIema;i  had  professed  a  disposition  to  conduct 
himself  with  much  candour  and  moderation  in  other  parts  of 
his  speech)  but  itie^  was^sure  the  honourable  gentkman  himself 
must  feel  that  hj?  said  in  many  of  these  instances  a  great  deal 
which  he  might  as  well  have  avoided.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  animadverted  with  particular  asperity  on  the  mo- 
ney market,  iXi  which  so  much  of  the  credit  and  property  of 
this  country,  so  n^uch  of  the  ex.change  and  other  mercantile 
transactions  with  foreign  countries  was  involved.  This  was 
one  of  the  features  which  distinguished  this  country  from  all 
"  others,  and  distin^ruished  it  honourably*  But  it  seemed  the 
idiom  was  displeasing  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  Was  it 
however  from  the  misfortune  of  not  sounding  agreeably  in  the 
hpn.  gentleman's  fs^stidious  ears,  to  be  condemned  by  persons 
who  knew  it.  more  intimately,  and  who  bad  therefore  reason 
to  esteem  and  value  it  more?  Whether  it  should  be  stigmatised 
in  the  manner  the  hon.  gentleman  thought,  that  is>  whether: 
public  and  private  credit  should  be  so  put  down,  he  left  to  th^c 
judgment  of  those  who  heard  him,  and  he  left  to  them,  at  the 
.same  time,  to  determine,  whether  this  species  of  trade  led  to 
all  those  iow  and  vulgar  consequences  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man imputed  to  it.  The  conversation  with  Mr.  Kaikes, 
though  much  dwelt  upon  in  the  hon.  gentleman's  speech,  was 
not  made  the  subject  of  any  resolution  by  him.  The  honour-  * 
able  gentleman  would,  however,  ^low  him  to  offer  a  few  ob- . 
servatlons  on  what  he  had  said  with  respect  to  this,  with  the 
same  good  humour  that. he  meant  to  observe  with  respect  to 
the  oSier  points,'  of  which  he  had  a  different  vieiv.  \\fhen 
the  hon.  gentleman  should  at  any  future  time  wish  to  give  any 
admonition  to  beware  of  any  thing  that  was  likely  to  be  con- 
stituted into  a  bad  example,  he  recommended  to  him  to  be 
cautious  of  bringing  forward  that  admonition,  till  he  examined 
and  investigated  the  circumstances  of  the  case  he  meant  to 
denounce ;  for  unless  the  persons  on  whom  the  hon.  gentle- 
man called  for  a  proceeding  to  that  amount  on  the  subject  now 
before  the  house,  had  thpught  further  inquiry  necessary  before 
$hey  voiUd  a^ce^e  it,  they  woul4  have  come  to  a  resolution 

which 
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which  the  hon.  gentleman  felt  himself  now  bound  in  candour 
to  say  would  have  be^  unwarrantable.  The  hon.  gentlemaa 
conceived  that  a  great  deal  lof  superfluous  matter  had  been 

fone  into  as  to  the  circumstances  of  this  conversation  with 
f r.  Ratkesy  imagining  the  amount  of  the  information  to  be 
the  same>  whatever  may  have  been  the  manner  of  it.  In  his 
opinion,  however,  and  he  believed,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  heard  him,  the  conduct  that  was  to  be  adopted  on  such 
information  was  to  be  regulated  by  the  earnestness  of  the  act» 
by  the  documents  that  accompanied  it,  by  the  charaaer  of  the 
person  who  gave  it,  he  did  not  mean  individual  character,  for 
of  that  there  could  be  here  no  questiony.hut  whether  the  in- 
formation was  given  in  an  official  character  or  sot ;  for  froitx 
alt  these  considerations  the  Weight  and  impression  the  intima- 
tion ovght  to  make,  should  be  calculated.  The  intimation 
given  by  Mr.  Raikes  was  not  given  in  his  official  character  as 
govomor  of  the  bank,  not  on  his  own  knowledge,  not  ac* 
companied  with  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  bank.  He 
trusted,  from  these  circumstances,  that  the  house  would 
be  of  his  opinion,  that  he  had  done  as  much  as  he  was 
called  upon  to  do  at  the  time,  and  whatever  reason  there 
^  may  be  now  to  lament  he  did  not  do  nK>re,  the  cause  of 
regret  arose  from  matter  of  which  he  had  at  the  time  no 
knowledge  or  conception.  He  had  acquitted  himself  of  his 
duty  on  the  view  he  had  at  the  time,  and  He  trasted  ^that 
gentlemen^  in  looking  back  to  transactions  that  had  ocemried 
years  since,  would  plaee  themselves  in  the  attuation  in  which 
'diose  on  whose  conduct  they  had  to  pronounce  were  at  the  time>. 
and  not  decide  ori  their  present  view.  There  was  no  statement 
in  Mr.  Raikes's  evidence  before  the  committee  of  his  having 
made  any  communication  to  him  as  to  the  manner  the  money 
was  employed  in  Coutts's  bank ;  and  it  was  extremely  satis£M>» 
tory  to  him  that,  this  po^  was  made  perfectly  dear.  The 
iM>n.  gentleman  considere^t  extraordinary  that  he  should  fov- 
^  the  existence  of  the  act  of  .1785.  If  the  hqn.  gentleman 
looked  back  to  his  evidence,  he  would  find  that  he  had  spoken 
not  of  ignorance  of  the  act,  but  of  its  provision  in  this  parti- 
cular instance.  He  was  therefore  satisfied  on  beii^  infonned» 
■that  the  money  thus  drawn  was  not  more  than  the  details  of 
fthc  service  required.  He  would  not  now  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion»  whether  the  act  admitted  this  constructipn,  though  he 
conceived  it  may  be  made  a  question,  whether  if  the  money 
was  employed  only  for,  the  service,  it  was  a  breach  of  the  law 
(o-draw  it  in  this  manner.  However  this  may  be»  his  conduct 
pn  th^  information  he  had  received|  and  what  he  bad  given  ia 

^Tidencc^ 
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(videnccy  was,  lie  trusted,  far  from  shewing  any  thiQg  like  dxat 
general  forgetfiilness  of  the  act,  or  that  gross  ne^Ugenge  of 
bis  duty,  which  the  hon*  gentleman  was  disposed  to  infer. 
With  respect  to  the  a6fair  oi  Mf.  Jellicoe,  and  the  transactions 
that  had  taken  .phu:e  upon  it,  he  had  only  to  say,  from  the 
*  ^ew  he  had  of'  it  now  as  weU  as  then,  if  the  same  circumstan- 
ces existed,  he  wonkl  act  in  the  same  manner  again.    Lord 
MdviUe  was  justly  entitled  to  be  discharged  firomthedeficien-^ 
ties  of  Mr.  Jellicoe,  and  enough  appeared  on  the  face  of  thd 
business  to  entitle  the  lords  of  tife  treasury  to  hold  that  opU 
moru    Lord  Mebille  found 'Mr.  Jellicoe  in  the  pffice  an  old 
servant  of  the  jfHiblic,  of  whom  there  could  be  no  suspicion, 
Bcither  could  there  be  any  bias  towards  him  on  the  part  o^ 
JdStd  Melville.    It  was  not  till  after  some  time  chat  Lord  Mel* 
^ille  found  his  balance  very  great,  and  on  institutiagan  ipquiry 
it  w;m  found  that  his  affilirs  were  extremely  embarrassed,  and 
that  he  had  made  improper  advantages  of  the  puWc  money. 
Witheut  taking  iiito-  consideration  how  common  that  was  at 
the  time,  if  it  was  merely  taken  into  account  how  Jellicoe  had 
been  seduced,  what  affliction  he  felt,  and  what  contrition  he 
shewed  for  what  he  had  done,  there  would  be  seen  reason  for 
any  mask  of  common  feeling  to  be  affected  by  them  y  and  it 
vaold  not  be  found  surprising  that  Lord  Melville  had  shewn 
a  sensibility  for  the  misfortune,  the  seduction,  and  the  sorrow* 
If  Lord  Melville  had  acted  with  severity  at  the  moment,  the 
consequence  would  have  been  the  immediate  ruin  of  Jellicoe^ 
the  anticiplation,  perhaps,  of  the  tragical  event  which  ^[(ter* 
words  occurred  respecting  him,  and  the  total  ruin  of  his  fiuni* 
)y^    By  the  course  that  had  been  adopted  there  wasm  better 
^ance  of  his  paying,  though  that  chance  ulttnuitely  failed. 
The  course  that  had  been  ack>pted  respecting  hlqa,  and  the 
«laim  of  Lord  Melville  to  indemnity  in  consequence,  rested 
•n  priueiples  of  compassion  and  honour,  which*  fa»  was  .sure, 
no  maa  in  the  house  would  ^sclaim ;  but  on  which,  on  the 
vntrary,  every  man  of  that  description  would  be  ready  ta.adt 
iif  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  the  exercise  of  them  wa^ 
then  calledfor.    If  this  was  clear  in  the  view  of  the  commts* 
sioners  of  the  treasury,  no  person  would  say  that  Lord  Mel- 
vilie  having  acted  prudently  for  the  public,  and  with  cosapos- 
sion  for  the  individual,  was  not  justly  entitled  to  the  discharge 
that  had  been  given  to  him.    This^  was  the  true  statement  of 
Huf  citcumstanceis  which  had  induced  lam,  and  the  other  com- 
'missi6ner>s  of  the  treasury,  to  grant  the  discharge;  and  he 
trusted  the  house  would  sp^ve  of  the  manner  in  wjiich  he 
.  Voift*  III.  1805.  Qji  had 
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kad  acted  in  this  instance  i  for  after  all  the  investigation  thatT 
had  now  taken  place,  it  appeared  that  the  conclusion  the  con^ 
missioners  liad  then  formed  was  the  same  as  that  now^dopt* 
ed.     As  to  the  form  in  which  the  discharge  was  riven,  he 
Was  ingenuous  enough  to  adm^t,  that  he  could  not  wettexplaia 
IChe  pretxmterqfus  dates  of  the  instruments.    It  was  possibly 
however^  that  it  may  have  arisen  in  this  way :  directions  may 
jhave  been  given  on  his  authority  to  prepare^a  warrant,  which 
he  may  tM^<?  iot^cnded  to  get  expedited  the  next  board 
dayi  for.  he  did  nba  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  leading  persons 
of  the  different  departments  of  the  government  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  .disp^tchifig  business  in  such  a -manner,  and  it  was 
indispensable  that  they  should  so  dispatch  it  very  frequently. 
This,  however,  had  no  influence  as  to  the  result,  for  what* 
ever  may  l^vc  been  the  order  of  the  steps,  the  propriety  of 
the  transaction  wai  ^o  be  justined  always  on  the  view  of  the 
originfll  principles.     If  any  observation  was  to  be  made  upon 
the  transaction,  it  would  \h  defended  by  him  on  the  grounds 
(hat  existed  previous  to  the  official  proceedings,  the  same 
grounds  ph  which  he  justified  it  now.    He  had  further  to  add 
that  the.  regular  mode  of  discharging  any  public  accomptan( 
Vas  by  a  writ  of  privy  seaL    Whenever  any  public  accompt* 
ant  had>  claim  for  such  an  indemnity,  whether  it  was  a  sccre* 
lary  of  state  or  a  treasurer  of  the  navy,  the  •  application  was 
made  in  the  same  manner  to  the  treasury.    A  writ  of  privy 
leal  was  the  instrument  of  discharge  in  one  instance  as  well  as 
the  other ;  and  the  propriety  of  the  thing  thus  came  back  ta 
the  original  point,  whether  Ix>rd  Melville  was  justly  entitl^ 
<o  the  discharge  or  not.    The  precedent  to  which  the  hon» 
gentleman  had  adverted  was  strictly  in  point.    The  secretary 
of  st^e  (Lord  Grenville)  had  advanced  a  sum  of  money  to  a 
person,  who  appeared  likely  to  be  useful  in  secret  serace 
abroad,  tod  that  person  had  decamped  with  the  money.    The 
secretary  of  state  declared  the  fact  upon  oath,  and  was  dis* 
charged;  and  very  properly,  for  if  a  secretary  of  sute  was  not 
to  be  discharged  under  such  circumstances,  without  bong  re« 
cpiired  tO:  furnish  proofs,  the  public  service  could  not  be  car<v 
ried  on. .  The  cases  agreed  perfectly.    The  monev  had  beeoi 
issued  to  JjOrd  Melville  froni  the  exchequer,  and  Dy  his  sub^ 
dccomptant  lent  and  lost.    The  money  had  been  issued  from 
the  treasury  to  Lord  Grenville  also,  and  being  advanced  by 
him  for  the  public  service,  was  lost  also.    The  nature  of  both 
the  transactions  was  the  same,  and  the  same  mode  of  dis« 
charge  was  ap{^cable»    He  same  now  to  the  forty  thousand 
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^^oonds  advanced  to  Boyd.  Xht  this  point  the  Ikon,  gentle- 
Sian  had  gone  into  transactions  not  connected  with  it ;  the 
Hamburgh  bills  for  instance)  and  the  loan>  which  had  ^botk 
been  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the  house  of  commonSf  and 
two  or  three  other  points,  which  had  been-  made  the  subjects 
-of  inquiry  in  the  house.  The  hon.  gentleman  said  the  loans 
for  1795  ^^'^  c^^^  loans.  The  fact  was,  that  the  first  loan 
iwthe  service  of  the  year  waaran  open  loan.  The  second 
loan,  in  December,  1795,  was  a  close-  loan,  ^nd  th^t  in  1796 
was  also  a  close  loan.  At  the  time  of  inbk$ng  the  ied^Ad  loaa 
in  1795,  the  instahncnts  on  the  first  were  hbt  made  g6od, 
and  the  government  "was  of  course  precluded  byp^d  faith 
from  contracting  with  any  other  paiHies.  The  same 'wasj  the 
ca^e  with  respect  to  the  instalments  of  the  second  loan  for 
1795,  ^cn  the  loan  in  1796  was  contracted  for.  -  If  «ff  these 
losins  had  been  successively  given  to  the  house  of  Soyttvuh- 
ottt  any  ^und,  there  would  have  been  reason  to  suspect  some 
undue  favour  to  that  house.  But  the  true  state  of  the  case 
>wa$,  that  they  obtained  the  first  loan  for  1795,  by  being  the 
highest  bidders,  and  the  two  following  loans  oh  the  godd 
faith  of  government,  as  he  had  explained.  It  was  unnecesi 
sary  now  to  advert  more  particularly  to  the  circumstances  =  of 
this  transaction,  because  they  had  been  the  subject  of  an  in- 
quiry by  a  committee  of  the  house.  But  he  ^ould  read  the 
resolutions  of  that  committee,  because  they  were  strong  upoti 
the  subject.  He  would  not  say  this  was  matter  of  pridd  i6 
him,  because  what  he  had  done  was  but  his  duty,  ^fhe  sys« 
tern  of  putting  the  loan  up  to  a  bidding  was  introduced  by 
him,  and  the  highest  proof  pf  the  universal  acknowledgment 
of  its  beneficial  effect  appeared  by  nothing  more  strongly  than 
that  a  deviation  from  it,  even  by  him,  fell  under  the  suspf* 
cton  of  being  intended  to  obtain  influence.  But  the  result  df 
the  inquiry  mstituted  on  this  suspicion  was,  that  the  practices 
tsual  in  former  times  in  this  respect  were  not  resorted  tO"  \ii 
this  instanee.  The.  resolution  of  the  committee  was,  that  thef 
system  of  competition  was  introduced  by  him,  and  acted  opoo^ 
with  tnuch  benefit,  but  that^t  could  not  be  adhered^ix>  here, 
consistently  with  that  attention  to  the  rights  of  individnaU 
and  the  honour  of  government  which  could  neverwith  prp^ 
priety  be  departed  from.  It  was  necessary  to  say  something  ' 
m  explanation  of  the  transaction  of  the  Hamburgh^  biHs,  for 
there  were  many  gentlemen  then  in  the  house  who  might' 
otherwise  be  misled  with  respect  to  it.  This  transaction  had 
alsa  been  toade.  the  subject  of  an  inquiryi  and  it  had  been 

Q^q  i  foun4. 
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found,  that  ft  was  bencrficial^  (at  the  timel    The  hon* .  gentle- 
man  sgdd,  the  house  was  not  satisfied  with  respect  to  it,  as  the        . 
pluvious  question  was  carried  upon  the  resolutions.    This 
might  po$sibly  be  the  same  course  the  house  would  adc^ 
that  nightt    When  resohitions*  of  bat  were  moved  widi  the 
intention  to  {ound  upon  them  conclusions  not  momat^  h 
was  the  most  proper  course  to  get  rid  of  the  facts  wit^bout  .   . 
coming  tp  any  resolution  upon  them,  because,  if  no  practice 
conciu^ipn^was  to  be  drawn,  the  rtsolmion  of  hct  was  use>^ 
less,  for  he  supposed  nobody  would  think  4t  ijecessary  for  the 
house  to  Tcsolve  aU  possible  &cts,  when  the  ^lesdlutkm  was  ixcf 
likely  to  be  attended  with  any  possible  conse^encc.    On  d&e 
resolutions  that  the  Hamburgh  bills  drawn  by  Waber  Bpyd, .    ,. 
juD.  were  calculated  to  bring  the  treasury  into  disrepute*  the 
bouse  divided V  the  ayes  went  forth}  the  tellers  were  Mr. 
Jekyll,  a  member  of  that  house,  and  another  member  x>f  that 
house,  Mr.  Whitbread  fa  lat§gijii  the  number  was  8.  .  The      ^ 
number  on  the  other  side  was  ico.     Whatever  may  have 
been  the  hon«  gentleman's  .|node  of  thinking  tl^eo^  he  should 
have  conceived  he  would  at  this  time  think  the  opinion  of  '  , 
the  maJG^rity  qf  the  hoiise  entitled  to  more  respect  than  he- 
bad  shewn  for  it  on  this  point.    It  might  be  supposed  that 
the  advance  of  the  forty  thousand  pounds  was  in  return  fat 
the  accommodation  given  to  government  by  the  liamborgh 
bills.    JBut  the  whole  question  came  to  this,  whether  there 
was  not  on  public  g^itumds  an  apparent  necessity  for  the  ad-. 
Vance.    There  were  £icts  on.  record  which  he  might  appeal  * 
to  without  stating^any  thing  on  hi»  own  credit.    From  these 
facts  it  appearedf  that  the  house  of  Boyd,  Benfidd,  aild  Co. 
were,  with  other  xespectable  persons,  contractors  for  a  loan 
of  eighteen  millions,  and  another  of  six  millions,  for  the  seiw 
vice^f  the  year  1795.    Both  these  loans  were  in  the  bourse    '. 
of  payment,  a^d  a^  instalment  was  to  be  made  good  on  the, 
very,  day  ,09  -^hkh  this  accommodation  was  given.    The  hon.  ' 
g^tkxna^  supposed  the^  might  have  sold  their  scrip  at  a  pro*    ,  i 

ft  iQ  xh(^  wrfier  part  o(  the  year,  and  that  they might  there*  .  * 
fore  .a^Ord  ta  lose,  by  enabling  themselves  (o  make  good  the 
parent  then  due.    The  £ict  was,  however,  that  they  had  - 
not  parted  with  their  scrips  hot  that  they  held  it  all  in  their  • 
own  hands  at  the  time.    Ihe  witnesses  examined  before  the      ^  I 

committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  refeired,  allowed  the  ge^ 
nera^  distress,  or,  as  it  was  called,  scarcity  of  moneys  which- 
was  jfek  at  thiatime,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  that  existed 
q(  fnrsciirin  ji^  mone^  oh  4isUnt  $wiritic$i  hqwever  good,  eve^ 

^  |ove^nmeAt  | 
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government  securities  or  Ifidia  bonds.    Uhdef  these  clrcuiti^ 
nances,  the  house  of  Boyd  represented  that  they  could  not  ' . 
make  good  their  instalments  without  thU  aid,  which  they 
could  not  possibly  raise  by  any  other  means.     It  was  neces^ 
sary  here  to  make  some  obscrvAtions  on  the  evidence  of  Mn 
I>niouiK>nd>  which  might  be  otherwise  misunderstood.    Thir 
gentleman,  who  was  a  parti^r^  thotigh  ttot  a  principal  €ine» 
who  might  be  supposed  acqtMiiilti^' l^ith  the  whole  of  these* 
draimstanc^s,  stated  at  &st  that  the/ were  undei*  rio'^mbai*-*' 
rassment ;.  but  he,  on  his  Second  examination,  et^lained  that 
be  understood  the  question  to  af^Iyto  the'^rn  lo^n  of  T795  $  / 
for  that  afterwards  they  certainly  w«re  greatly  ^mbarrtssed. 
The  general  embarrassments  of  the  tiitie,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  to  raise  money  on  the  sea^t'ities'  this  hou^^e  had,  and 
wtuch  fed  to  the  stoppage  of  the  cash  payments  cf  the  bank, 
wcfc  in  every  one's  remembrance.    It  was  recorded  by  the 
committee  of  theiiotise.    h  was  given  in  evidence  as  the  opi- 
nion of  a  gentlem^  whose  atithbrity  no  one  would  doubt 
i Mr. Thornton),  and  whose  opportunities  of  knowledge,  frditl 
he  situations  he  held  as  governor,  depufy  governor,  and  dl^^ 
rector  of  the  bank  of  England,  were  Unquestionable.     This 
gentleman's  authority  went  also  to  shew  that  the  hbuse  of 
Boyd  could  not  have  sold  enough  of  scrip  to  satisfy  the  occa*  ' 
^OQ,  without  having  increased  the  discount  upon  it,  consider-  [ 
ably  beyond  fifteen  per  cent,  at  which  it  then  was  $  the  ne^ 
cessary  consequence  of  this  great  and  disadvantageous  $q\c 
would  have  been  to  expose  the  wants  of  the  house,  and  tor 
have  brought  a  run  upon  it,  which  would  have  bccasioned  its 
immediate  ruin,  and,  coupled  with  the  extensive  connections 
of  that  house,  spread  distress  and  mischief  far  and  wide« 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  effect  of  such  a  failure  at  such  a' 
'  time  wouldJiave  rendered  the  negotiation  of  a  new  loan,  if  |t 
should  be  practicable,  extremely  disadvantageous,  infinitely 
beyond  forty  thousand  pounds.    The  loss  by  the  advance  waif 
not  80  much  as  six-pence,  by  the  refusal  a  loss  of  maiiy  timet 
ibnythoQsaad  pounds  would  have  arisen,  and  incalculable  mis«t 
chief  besides.    The  transactions  in  which  Boyd  wasettiploy* 
ed  at  the  time^  between  this  country  and  the  continent,  mighf 
be  disapproved  by  many,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  were 
conducted  also*    But  in  his  opin<9bn,  they  were  most  impor« 
taot,  and  the  remittances,  of  which  Boyd  was  the  cbanne!| 
were  afterwaikls  approved  by  parliament.    The  state'of  Europe 
at  the  time,  formed  a  mato'ial  part  of  the  consideration  neces^ 
liu^  t»  form  a  correct Jud|pent  of  t}^  ^nattert    b  n'ds  al^ 
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tlie  period  of  the  commencement  of  die  dtstorbanccs  in  Ire* 
hnd  s  the  threats  of  invasion  of  that  country,  an^  the  oiher 
causes,  the  combination  of  which  led  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
'  banks  in  the  north,  and  afterwards  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
bank  itself.  Was  that  a  time  when  a  question  of  the  ad- 
vance of  forty  thousand  pounds  was  to  stand  in  the  way 
pf  considerations  of  such  vast  and  Reneral  importance? 
The  house  would  not  think  so,  unless  it  liad  a  difierent  view 
4)f  the  circumstances  from  that  which  struck  him :  >ut  if  there 
was  any  penalty,  if  there  was  even  that  penalty  to  follow  which 
he  rated  the  heaviest  of  all  that  could  liajppen  to  him^  with 
the  exception  of  only  one,  it  would  not  equal  that  sdf-con- 
demnation  which  would  have  followed  him  through  life,  if  he 
had^  from  a  regard  to  personal  responsibility,  dbobeycd  what 
he  felt  an  indispensable  and  imperious  demand  of  duty.  The 
iMnburable  gentleman  said,  he  should  have  made  more  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  house,  and  that  might  haVeled 
kim  to  the  knowledge  of  thi  approach  of  their  insolvency. 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  aHowedy  that  the  retardation 
of  that  insolvency  would  have  been  good  ground  for  giving' 
the  accommodation.  He  thought  the  embarrassment  tempo* 
rary,  because  they  came  to  him  not  with  mere  assurances  of 
general  solvency,  which  would  have  given  immediate  distrust; 
))ut  with  good,  though  distant  securities,  stating  that  they  could 
sot  negotiate  them,  which  he  knew  to  be  the  fact.  They 
^ame  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  instalment  was 
to  be  paid,  and  if  an  inquiry  was  to  be  instituted  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  house,  by  his  noble  friend  Lord  Glenbervi^  who 
bad  been  alluded  to,  by  Mr.  Smith,  or  the  directors  of  the. 
bank,  that  disclosure  wltich  it  was  so  necessary  to  avoid 
would  have  been  guarded  against,  and  the  aid  would  have 
been  delayed  till  a  time  when  the  private  benefit  could  not  be 
derived  from  it,  and  the  public  mischief  would  have  been  be- 
yoild  the  reach  of  any  remedy  from  it.  The  failure  of  the 
house  had  given  risp  to  much  of  that  recrimination  usual  oa' 
such 'misfortunes;  bu^  he  was  astonished  the  honourably  gen*-; 
tleman  had  recourse  to  a  private  pamphlet  written  with 
motive^  of  partiality,  rather  than  to  the  rq>ort  of  the  com*, 
fnittee  of  the  house.  Any  embarrassments  the  house  might, 
have  been  under,  even  if  he  had  been  acquainted  with  them^ 
could  be  no  ground  of  charge  for  his  making  the  advance, 
because  he  h^d  got  securities.  As  to  allowing  this  house  to 
bi^  for  subsequent  loans  in  17971 1798,  and  I799»  or  i Soothe 
}/^d  QtAjtci  say,  tlut  t}^^  M^  4u:9<;tor9  were  always  present 
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tt  the  biddingSj  and  that  it  was  a  part  of  their,  duty  to  the 
general  security  of  the  credit  of  the  country,  to  give  intimation, 
-  if  there  wa»  any  reason  to  doubt  the  responsibility  of  any  of 
the  bidders.  In  obedience  to  the  sense  of  the  directors  he 
refused  to  receive  the  biddings  of  a  house  (Strange  and  Dash-* 
wood)  particularly  connected  with  persons  for  whom  he  had. 
the  highest  regard  ^  but  no  such  regard  could  ever  influence 
^m  to  depart  from  the  system  which  his  duty  to  his  country 
dictated.  In  Novemb^  ^79^x ^^^ circumstances  which  led  to 
a  doubt  of  the  ultimate  solvency  of  the  bouse  of  Boyd  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Thornton.  It  was  not  till  1799 
that  Mr.  Thornton  thought  it  necessary  to  communicate  them 
to  him,  and  in  April,  17999  he  acted  upon  the  information^ 
by  not  allowing  that  house  to  bid.  It  was  a  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  governors  of  the  bank  to  give  this  information.  Jf  they 
did  not  give  it  before,  was  he  to  blame  for  not  having  acted 
as  if  had  received  it  ?  He  knew  the  general  fact  of  the  diffi^* 
cidty  of  raising  money  on  the  most  Undeniable  securities.  He 
knew  that  it  was  felt  by  houses  'as  solvent  as  the  bank  o^ 
England.  If  under  all  these  circumstances  the  house  required 
atonement  from  him  for  having  acted  as  he  did,  there  was 
fib  atonement  it  could  require  tlut  he  would  not  be  ready  to 
give,  rather  than  have  the  consciousness  of  having  failed  in. 
what  he  conceived  a  ^ost  imperative  duty.  If  the  house  in 
its  justice  should  think  his  conduct  free  fi-om' blame,  direct 
or  implied,  the  house  would  acquit  him  without  reserve^  If 
it  should  be  thought  that  he  was  blameless^  but  that  the  con*^ 
ititution  wanted  security  against  the  misuse  of  the  precedent^ 
Ee  was  ready  to  conform  to  whatever  the  house  thought  ne* 
cessary  in  this  sense  also.  If  he  had  not  come  down  to  the 
house  to  call  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  he  stated  before  the  com* 
mittee  the  impropriety  of  the  disclosure  of  the  circumstances. 
of  the  transaction  in  the  first  instance.  That  disclosure  could 
not  take  place  for  a  long  time,  without  involving  the  Uestruc-^ 
tion  of  the  house.  When  the  failure  of  the  house  did  take 
y^ce  in  the  end  of  the  year  i799»  or  the  spring  of  1800,  be^, 
tweeh  three  and  four  years  after  the  transaction,  he  cpnfessed^' 
it  did  not  occar  to  him  as  a  necessary  part  of  his  *  duty  jto' 
bring  forward  the  whde  of  the  business  to  the  house  hierely^ 
to  obtain  an  act  of  indemnity.  The  transaction  did  hot  sd| 
dwell  upon  his  mind.  If  it  had  been  a  business  on  which  he' 
felt  a  sense  of  compunction,  a  thing  that  haunted  his  'mind 
in  the  way  the  hbn.  gentleman  seemed  to  think  it  should  [a  . 
Itfygi),  he  would  have  undoubtedly  seized  the  first  o^rtut\. 
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iiity  tp  set  rach  nnttqf  JUB^satMn^  at  vest.    But  with  all  the 
pressiog  cpnsider^ions  thkt  bore  tipon  bis  mind  amidst  the 

,  important  and  unprecedented  events  of  the  year  i8co,  he  had 
never  onc<^  adverted  to  this  matter  a»  a  thing  which  required 
such  a  measure.  Whether  he  was  right  or  wrong  in  this,  he 
confessed  it  n;iost  freely.  Now  there  was  another  View  of  the 
question ;  but  if  at  the  {i^ent  time  it  were  necessai^tokeep 
tl^  same  reserve  for  the  preservation  of  the  credit  of  the 

[  house  of  Boydi  09  danger  that  could  m^ace  him  wbuld  in* 

*dv(;e  hiip  to  vldlate  the  secrecy  so  impo^. — There  were 
other  parts  of  the  hon..  gentleman^s  spee6h  whrcK  called  for 

*  fome  obs^vatlonj  bat  he  would  not  then  advert  to  tliem.  He 
plac^  himself  at  the  mercy  of  (he  house^  ^nd  was  residy  to 

'abide  by  whatever  decision  its  justice  should  dictate; 

Mr,  tienry  Lasceltei  did  not  think  it  necesWy  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  bouse  by  going  at  length  into  the  discnsstoa 

'  after  what  had  been  so  satisfactorily  stated  by  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  who  ,had  just  sat  down.    .Having. sat  on  the  cosi* 

E'  ittee,  which  he  had  attended  every  day,  he  had  thought  it 
s  duty,  when  resolutions  of  censure  were  given  notice  of,  to 
ienter  his  pfotest  against  any  such  proceeding ;  and  that  had 
brought- him  into  the  situation  in  which  he  then  stood*  He 
iraa  happy  to  find  that  the  tone  and  manner  of  the  hon*  gen- 
tleman was  very  different  from  what  he  had  adopted  on  a  for-^ 
merQight.  On  that  occasion, 'the  hoi^.  gentleman  had  insi«> 
nuated  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  misapplication  of  the  public  money,  and  the  hon» 
gentleman  who  sat  near  him  (Mr.  Fox)  had,  towards  the  cbse 
of  the  debate  on  the  8th  of  April,  insinuated  that  the  right 

'bon.  gen\lc'  nan  was  id^licated,  by  an  observation  which  he 
made,  that  the  country  was  governed  by  a  disgraced  adminis* 
tration.  The  tone  and  manner  of  the  honourable  fentlcmait 
this  night  was  such  as  suited  the  evidence.  Any  thing  that 
IukI  been  brought  out  before  the  committee  vras  owing  to  the 
hssau  gentleman,  who  called  for  every  witness  that  h^  \xxxk 
exaipined',  and  put  every  question  on  the  examination.  Ik 
was  but  justice  to  say  too,  that  no  inipediment  had  been  made 
to  the  production  of  any  books  or  papers  that  were  called  fer» 
There  was  no  member  of  the  committee  that  did  not  do  justice 
to  the  ability  of  the  hon.  gentleman.    In  the  course  of  hi* 

^  speech^  he  had  adverted  to  die  testimony  of  Mr.  Raikes,  oa 

which*  ^ound,  however,  he  did  not  bring  forward  any  resolu** 

tion*.  The  commqnication  of  that  gentleman  was  extra-affi« 

ciali  apd  aftc^r  having .  made  it|  it  was  extraordinary  that  he 

/     •  •       -  '''.'■'  had 
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had  not  given  himself  the  trouble  of  examining  the  act,  Or 
its  provisions,  which,  by  his  evidence,  it  appeared  he  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of.  The  next  point  to  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  Jbad  alluded,  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Jellicoe.  On 
a  consideration  of  all  the  circumstance^  of  this  case,  he  saw 
nothing,  and  be  stated  it  cpnscientiously,  in  the  evidence,  to 
require  such  resolutions  as  those  prpposed  by  the  j>on.  gentle- 
man. The  next  part  was  that  relating  to  the  forty  thou- 
sand pounds. '  l^he  speech  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr,  Pitt),  was  nothing  but  a  recapitulation  of  the  evi- 
dence, as  all  the  witnesses  had  borne  evidence  to  the  state  of 
public  credit  at  the  time,  and  the  impossibility  of  converting  the  - 
.  securities  possessed  by  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Benfield  into  money. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  of  a  bill  of  indemnity,  after  a  lapsp  of 
four  years,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  not  have  thought 
it  necessary,  and  if  he  had  seen  occasion  for  it,  he  might  not 
at  that  time  have  encountered  as  much  jealousy  as  In  the  pre- 
sent instance.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  add  more,  as 
he  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said  enough  to  sa- 
tisfy the  house  and  the  country.  Under  these  impressions^ 
therefore,  he  should  move  the  previous  question  on  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  hon.  gentleman,  in  order  afterwards,  if  the 
house  should  agree  to  bis  motion,  to  propose  other  resolutions 
in  their  stead.  The  hon.  member  then  read  his  first  resolu- 
tion, which  in  purport  wa$  that  the  advance  of  the  forty  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  Messrs..  Boyd  and  Benfield,  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  averting  consequences  that  might  have  been  inju- 
rious to  the  credit  of  the  country. On  the  question  beii)g 

put, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtier  rose,  just  to  make  a  single 
observation.  He  wished  to  know  whether  this  was  a  case  in 
which  It  was  proper  for  him  to  withdraw.  The  res'olutions 
proposed  contained  nothing,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  who  pro- 
posed theni,  had  disclaimed  any  intention  of  moving  them 
with  a  view  to  criminate  him.  But  upon  referring  to  a  for« 
mer  case,  when  resolutions  of  a  criminating  tendency  had  been 
proposed,  he  lobserved  an  entry  made,  that  the  member,  after 
concluding  what  he  had  to  say  in  his  defence,  withdrew.  It 
was  for  the  house  to  determine  whether  the  present  was  a  case 
in  which  he  should  adopt  a  similar  course.— (W  generrj  cry  of 
no!  no!) 

Mr,  Speaker  stated,  that  it  would  be  for  the  house  in  its 
wisdom  to  decide,  but  as  the  resblutiofts  were  not  of '^a  crimi- 
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nating  nature^  it  was.hh  opinion  that  the  case  was  not  such 
as  to  require  the  right  honi  rocmbcr  to  withdraw. 
•     Mr,  i^px,  in  reference  to  the  observation  of  the  right^hon* 
gentleman,  said  it  was  undoubtedly  for  himself  to  consider 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  retire ;  but  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  there  was  any  thing  in  the  resolutions  proposed 
by 'his  hon«  firiend  of  such  .a  criminating  nature>  with  respect 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman^  as  to  bring  his  case  within  the 
precedent  alluded  to.    Before  be  entered  into  the  subject  of 
the  debate^  he  begged  leave  to  advert  to  what  had  fallen  firoisi 
the  hon.. gentleman  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Lascelles).     That 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated  that  his  hon.  friend  had  materially 
altered  his  tone  since  the  first  time  this  transaction  was  brought 
under  the  view  of  the  house>  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
took  occasion  to  repeat  some  words  that  were  used  by.  him  at 
the  dose  of  the  debate  on  the  8th  of  April.     Certainly  he  did 
say  at  that  time,  after  the  resolutions  which  the  house  had 
passed,  that  the  country  was  then  under  "  a  disgraced  admi- 
nistration,'' and  he  expressed  his  hope  and  wish,  that,  while 
in  that  situation,  no  public  business  should  be  proceeded  upon* 
But  then  his  observation  applied  to  Lord  Melville^  who,  notwith- 
standing the  criminating  vote  of  the  housei  formed  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  administration.     If  the  hon.  gentleman  meant 
to  insinuate  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whose  conduct 
was  now  the  subject  of  debate,  was  condemned  before  he  was 
heard,  or  before  any  inquiry  into  his  conduct  took  place,  he 
could  assure  the  hon.  gentleman  that»  with  respect  to  him^ 
the  insinuation  was  totally  unfounded ;  or,  if  he  would  infer 
that  any  such  disposition  at  all  existed,  he  begged  for  himself 
to  be  excused  from  the  inference.     Neither  he  nor  his  hon» 
friend,  tl)e  mover  of  the  resolution  before  the  house,  ever  did 
ui  ^ny  speech,  directly  or  indirectly,  insinuate  what  would  be 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  before  the  select  committee.  Indeed,. 
in  point  of  fact,  none  of  the  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
house  ever  did  hint  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  at  all 
involved  in  the  misconduct  cf  Lord  Melville.  The  connection. 
first  appeared  from  the  statement  of  the  right  honourable 
gcntleuian  himself,  with  respect  to  the  forty  thousand  pounds  \ 
and  undoubtedly  from  that  moment  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman 
was  iustly  said  to  be  implicated  in  the  delmquency  of  violat- 
ing thf:  law.    But  he  never  was  considered  to  be  criminal  in^ 
any  degree  beyond  that  which  his  own  avowal  naturally  im- 
plied; and  he  assured  the  right  hon^  gentleman  that  he 

should 
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ihould  feci  as  sincerely  sorry  as  any  man  in  that  hotise  if  it  had 
appeared)  from  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  that  the  right  hen. 

gntleman  was  guilty  to  the  same  degree  as  Lord  Melville, 
owever  much  he  might  have  differed  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  his  polhical  life,  however  he  might 
Mve  thought  his  general  conduct  deserving  of  Wame,  however 
ne  might  think  him  blamaWe  iti'this;  instance,  yet  he  should 
feel  uneasy  and  tmliappv  hiid  it  ttcm^d  out,  after  thet^nk  and 
station  whrch  the  right  non.  gentlettfan  had  so  lotlg  hfcld,  after 
the  opposition  even  which  he  himself  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  give 
him^  that  the '  rfght  hon.  gentleman  was  personally  corrupt. 
For  himself,  he  could  declare,  that  he  never  entertained  such  an 
opinion  of  him,  and  he  was  happy  that  the  result  df  the  inquiry 
did  not  justify  the  adoption  of  even  a  sentiment  of  sfiisplcion 
on  that  ground.  Although  he  had  frequently  condemned  the 
pfublic  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  although  he  had 
on  many  occasions  uttered  scntiriients  respecting  him  "which  he 
would  have  fclt  it  treason  against  his  country  and  his  consci- 
ence to  suppress,  still  he  never  expressed  a  suspicion  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  capable  of  personal  corruption,  nor 
did  he  ever  entertain  such  a  suspicion.  However  he  might 
charge  him  wkh  that  species  of  corruption  that  attaches  to  ge- 
neral neglect  of  duty,  his  mind  entirely  acquitted  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  of  that  kind  of  sordid  corruption  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery.  But  yet  in 
the  case  under  consideration  of  the  house,  another  (Question 
arose.  The  right  hbn.  gentleman  appeared  .to  him,  on  the 
first  mention  of  the  transaction,  with  rdgard  to  Lord  Mel- 
ville, not  to  have  paid  a  proper  deference  and  attention  to  law, 
when  he  was  informed  of  its  violation  by  Mr.  Raikes.'  When 
information  of  that  nature  was  communicated  to  him  by  any 
person  whatever  holding  that  ofiice,  which,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, is  denominated  **  superintendant  of  the  finahcds,"  it 
was  justly  thought  incumbent  on  him  to  have  instituted  an 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  and  to  have  put  a  stop  to  the 
cvU  complained  of.  From  the  report  of  the  committee  it  ap- 
peared that  the  iright  hon.  gentleman  had  made  inquiry,  and 
however  unwilling  he  might  feel  to  aggravate  the  case  of  Lord 
Melville,  who  was  now  ordered  for  trial,  he  could  not  help  ob- 
5^ing,  that  he  did  not  think  it  possible  that  such  an  answer 
could  have  been  given  to  such  an  inquiry.  Th6  right  hon. 
gcntleipan*s  reliance  on  that  answer,  from  the  nature  of  the 
situation  held  by  Lord  Melville,  and  the  connection  subsist- 
4i;^  between  him  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  could  aot 
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fairly  bq  made  the  grpund  of  censure,  although  the  neglecting 
to  investigate  the  business  farther,  betrayed  rather  a  want  of 
diligence.     But  the. circumstance  however,  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  givinc  credit  to  the  statement  of  Lord  Melville, 
although  a  matter  of  regret,  was  not  a  just  foundation  for 
blame.     No,  but  if  the  evidence  on  the  table  was  correct,  as 
he  had  no  doubt  that  it  .was>  for  it  s^ood  uncontradicted  by 
any  thing  that  camq  from  i.ord  JMdvilLc  himself  when  bcf<M'e 
the  house,  the  guilt  of  the  noble  lord  was  in  an  inverse  ratio 
to  that  bf  the  xigbt  hond{  eentleman.     Without  entering  into 
the  quest ion>  whctW,  if  the  amount  of  the  transfers  from 
the  bank.to  the  house  of  Messrs.  Coutts,  w2$  bona J!de  {or  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on.  the  "  details  of  office,"  such  transfers 
would  have  involved  a  violation  of  the  act,  as  was  his  own 
opinion^   this  surely  would  be  no  question  that  the  transfers 
that  were  actually  made,  were  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  letter. 
But  however  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  stand  in  this 
part  of  the  subjea,  from  his  excusable  conHdence  in  the  word 
of  Lord  Melville,  he  was  very  difierently  circumstanced  with 
respect  to  the  case  of  JcUicoe*    Lord  Melville's  tenderness 
to  that  man  might  form,  oa  the  score  of  humanity  and  justicei 
some  claim  to  the  cqnsideration  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury* 
But  the  complaint  was,  that  the  noble  lord  did » in  his  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  writ  of  privy  seal,  state  that  which  was  not  fact, 
and  that  the  ti^easury  board  did  act  on  misrepresentation  with- 
out inquiry.     Lord  Melville,  it  appeared,  stated  in  his  memo* 
rial  that  Jellicoe's  debt  was  contracted  before  he  entered  into 
office,  whereas  the  fact  was,  that  much  the  greater  part  of  it 
accrued  after  he  became  treasurer  of  the  navy ;  and  still  more 
tiiat,  after  the  indiscretion  and  debt  of  Jellicoe  was  communi- 
cated to  Lord  Melville,  he  continued  to  entrust  him.     Now 
there  w^  this  marked  difference  between  the  case  of  a  nobfis 
friend  of  his  (Lord  Grenville),  for  whom  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  feel  any  other  sentiment  than  that  of  respect,  and  the 
<;ase  of  Jellicoe,  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  professed 
to  consider  it  quite  analogous,  that  Lord  Grenville,  after  the 
money  wa^  embezzled,  reposed  no  farther  con6dence  in  the 
person  who  was  guilty,  and  made  no  false  statement,  while,  in 
the  instance  of  Lord  Melville,  the  conduct  pursued  was  direct- 
ly the  reverse.    The  blame  then  which  attached  to  the  right 
hpn*  gentleman  in  the  case  of  Jellicoe  consisted  in  this,  that 
he  granted  Lord  Melville  an  acquittance  iipon  fabe  grounds, 
and  in  an  unprecedented  manner,  for  a  debt  due  to  the  pub- 
lic. Now  as  to  the  forty  thousand  pounds  lent  to  Mr.  Boyd, 
'*'''•■•.  lie 
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he  conndered  this  transaction  contrary,  not, only  to  the  staf 
tute  law,  but  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution/  and  the  princi- 
ples of  common  sense.    Nay  more,  there  were  on  the  journals 
several  resolutions  expressly  condemning  the  misappropnation 
of  naval  money.  Every  man,  therefore,  must  be  aware  of  the 
impropriety  of  such  a  practice.  Indeed  he  was  one  of  those  who 
always  thought  that  the  law  should  tibt  be  dispensed  with  by  any 
power,  unless  where  the  necessity  was  so  urgent  that,  to  ab- 
ftain  from  fuch  difpeni'ation,  would  be  a  higher  breach  of  duty 
than  theviolationoF  the  Jaw' itlelf  would  Jnvblve.     Th^ 
queftion  then  wa«/  whether  the  cafe  of  Boyd  was  fuch  as 
to  juftify  a  deviation  from  the  general  rule.     When  firift  the 
reattm  of  this  loan  was  ftated,  it  really  ftruck  him, with 
furprife.      It  appeared  a   moft    extraordinary  tranfaftion. 
What !  that  the  credit  of  the  government  fhould  be  fuppo» 
fed  to  depend  on  a  loan  of  40,0001.     If  the  government 
really  flood  in  luch  a  fituation,  which  was  to  be  colle£t'ed 
from  the  general  arguitients  of  the  right  hon.  gentiemany 
when  he  ftated  as  a  reafon  for  avoiding  inquiry,  that  if  any 
delay  took  place,  the  evil  might  become  remedilefs,  then 
much  as  was  generally  faid  about  delicacy  of  commercial 
credit,  public  credit  was  ftill  mori  delicate.      The  right, 
hon.  gentleman  had  dated  that  Boyd  could  not  obtain  money 
in  the  market  for  the  fecurities  he  produced  to  government, 
*«  in  conlequence  of  the  fcarcity  of  cafh,  and  general  em- 
barraifment  that  then  prevailed;"  and  yet,  flrange  to  tell,  it 
was  not  above  three  weeks  afterwards,  when  his  majefty, 
in  a  fpecch  from  the  throne,  congratulated  the  country  on 
the  profperous  ftate*  of  its  manufaftures,  commerce,  and 
rapidly  growing  wealth.    The  precedent  of  fuph  a  loan  waf 
moft  alarmingly  mifchievous,  and  muft,  if  fuffercd  tp  be 
aAed  upon,  eftablifh  a  degree  of  arbitrary  power  in  a  mi-j 
nifler.  What,  if  it  (hould  he  underftood  that  a  mirilller  ihall 
have  the  diicretion  of  advancing  the  public  mon^y  to  mer- 
chants, for  their  accommodation,  upon  any  conception  that 
he  might  form  of  their  neceffity,  or  to  prevent  any  poflibic 
evil  that  his  extravagant  fancy  might  fuppofe,  could  there 
be  any  fecurity  for  our  freedom  ?  How'  Jiitble  would  fucb 
pradices  be  to  interfere  with  the  purity  of  that  houi'e,  and 
even  with  the  independence  of  the  mercantile  world,     foe 
it  would  be  very  unlikely  that  any  merchant  independent 
of  miniilen,  would  participate  of  fuch   accommodations. 
There  were  many  failures  of  great  mercantile  houfcs  in  the 
city  at  the  time  Boyd  leceived  this  2iid,  and  upon  what 

*  principle 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


mtO  THE  PARLTAMEtnrARY  lUCGISTEIL  t^tftmeiff. 

principle  shonld  aid  be  granted  to  one  house,  and  refused  to 
another  ?  If  k  were  really  necessary  to  lend  the  public  money, 
why  not  apply  to  parliament  for  its  concurrence,  as  in  tht 
case  of  the  West  India  mercliants,  soihe  years  ago?  Nothing 
of  the  kmd  should  be  done  witWout  an  act  of  parliament :  the 
consequence  of  permitting  it  must  be  obvious.  It  was  very 
justly  asked,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  felt  the  necessity  of 
the  case  to  be  so  strong,  that  he  was  confident  of  justification, 
why  did  he  not  apply  to  parliament  for  an  act  of  indemnity  ? 
bm  thtf  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  'that  he'  could  not,  at  the 
time  the  loan  was'  made,  without  a  disclosure  that  must  de- 
feat iht  Wbject  in  vicm  /Fhis  was  an  argument,  however, 
that  did  not  avail  after  the  temporary  embarrassment  of  Boyd's 
llOQse  had  ceased,  when  they  had  become  so  flourishing  as  to 
be  entrusted  by  goVerntnem  with  a  large  sum  of  money  to  be 
remitted  to  the  Uape  of  Good  Hope.  It  would  have  been  no 
disgrace  to  Boyd's  house  to  fcvcal  the  circumstances  of  the 
loan  at  that  thrie.  But  after  the  total  failure  of  the  house 
1^  motive  of  delicacy  coiiW  be  pretended  to  exist.  In  the 
part  of  the  right  hohtiurable  gentleman's  speech  which 
referred  to  this  point,  he  coula  not  help  observing,  ibat 
ifiere  was  much  to  complain  of  and  even  to  deplore.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  declared,  that  he  felt  no  compunction 
for  the  act.  There  was  really  something  very  extraordinary 
ift  the  declaration,  that  a  minister  who  violated  a  law  for  pur-. 
poses  of  private  expediency  felt  no  burthen  on  his  conscience, 
that  he  who  was  entrusted  with  a  principal  office  in  the  exe-^ 
ctrtion  of  the  law/  should  reflect,  without  pain,  on  a  gross 
breach  of  its  provisions.  The  thing  was  not,  as  his  hon.  mend 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  had  truly  stated,  to  be  heard  .without  surprise 
and  indignation  in  any  government  of  law,  but  particularly  in 
this  country.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  at  ond 
time,  that  when  the  bankruptcy  took  place  the  act  of  indemni- 
ty did  not  occur  to  him.  But  why  did  it  not  occur  to  him  ? 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were  riot  in  the  habit  of  making 
rnch  tisc  of  the  public  money,  which  he  was  not  inclined  to 
believe,  and  that  this  was  the  only  case  that  had  been  detected^ 
dne  would  naturally  suppose  that  the  indemnity  should  have 
occurred  to  him,  and  it  was  a  bad  symptom  of  his  govern- 
ment that  he  was  not  anitious  to  obtain  it.  But  it  might  be 
pid  that  he  considered  the  application  to  parliament  unneces- 
sary, as  he  hoped  the  transaction  would  remain  a  secret  In 
thi»  hope,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  entertained  it,  he  had 
l^eo  disappointed^  ahd  he  trusted  that  this  would  serve  as  an 
'  example 
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example  that  the  traosgressioa  of  the  law  was  not  likely  ta 
remaina  secret,  for  after  nine  years  concealment,  the  malversa- 
tion before  the  house  was  brought  to  light.     Indeed,  the  mis- 
appropriation of  the  public  mpiiey  was  ^  thing  that  was  never 
known,  to  have  escaped  dete(;ti.Qnj  at  some  time  or  other. 
With  th^  exception  of  the  aojcpopL  mentioned  by  Lord  Mel-> 
ville  a  few  nights  sihcei  that  was  a  q^e  perfectly  sus  generif^ 
But  the  fact  was,,  that  the  loaaof  ihe  40^90^!.  beii^  knowa 
to  many  persons^  was .  not  Ukely  tg  remain  a  secreii«  and  as  a 
secret  precedent  might  operate  considerable  mischief.     For 
what  might  ^  ihc  consequence  on  a  successor,  of  the  right 
hon.  gentlenaaiij  wlio,  from  his  example,  might  be  induced  tQ^ 
make  similar  loans?     Such  a  successor  might  be  t;old^  "  Mr- 
Pitt,  who  was  represented  by  his  friends,  and  was  adm^ed  by( 
his  enemies,  to  be  perfectly  free  from  personal  corruption^  leni^ 
40,cooK  of  the  public  money  to  accommodate  aa  individual* 
how  can  you  hesitate  to  do  the^s^me  ?*'    &o  muqlv.as  to  pre- 
cedents in  sefrecy,  which  really  ijnight  be  more  dangei:ou9 
than  public  precedents.     However^  the  idea  respecting.  iT^oney 
did  not  apply  to  the  resolution  before  the  house,  for,  al*: 
though  this  act  was  secret  before^  it  was  now  become  a  coattfir 
bf  publicity ;  and,  therefore,  some  proceeding  to  guard  againsjl^ 
the  operation  of  such  a  precedent  ought  to  be  adopted. 

In  considering  the  course  that  ought  to  be  adopted  oa  this^ 
occasion,  it  was  his  desire  to  distinguish  the  motive  ffom  thd. 
act.  He  had  already  said,  that  he  acquitted  the  right  faon* 
gentleman  of  any  degree  of  personal  corruption,  and  oi^ 
course  did  not  mean  to  impeach  his  motive  in  this  transaction,, 
but  his  object  was  to  provide  against  such  an  act  growing -into^ 
a  precedent ;  and  he  really  thought  that  in  candour  the  rig^tf 
honourable  gentleman  hin)self  would  admit  the  propriety. of 
such  a  provision.  If  the  house  should  proceed  beyond  thaty 
if  any  censure  should  be  pronounced,  it  was  his:  wisli  that 
such  censure  should  be  as  mild  as  words  could  convey ;  for 
nothing  appeared  more  essential  in  moraV  justice  tiiai^  to  keejf 
a  marked  line  of  distinction  between  the  ,diftercnt  decrees  of 
delinquency  in  the  distribution  of  punishmeut,  that  crimes  oS 
high  enormity  should  not  be.  confounded  With  those  to  which 
but  a  slight  degree  of  blame  was  attributable.  It  was  in  his> 
judgment  as  culpable  to  apply  severe  censure  to  a  slight  deiin* 
quency,  as  to  sutfer  a  flagrant  offender  to  escape  with  impu-' 
nity.  He  particularly  wished,  that  under  existing  circum- 
stances, the  house  should  keep  in  view  the  distinction  he  alloded 
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to.  It  was  far  from  his  intentidn,  or  that  of  his  hon.  friend; 
to  follow  the  course  of  those  pro<!C3dings  from  any  thing  like 
party  feelings.  Hf  trusted  that  the  house  and  the  country 
would  do  justice  to  the  motives  ^t hat  actuated  their  prosecu- 
tion of  great .  public  delinquency,  and  separate  these  motives^ 
.  altogether  from  any  thihg  like  party  animosity.  ^V'ith  respect 
to  the  difierent  modes  of  proceeding  recommended  in  thiscase^ 
the  hon.  gentleman  declared  that,  if  his  honourable  friend's 
propositions  should  not  be  adopted,  he  would  prefer  a  bill  of 
indemnity^  in  the  preamble  to  which  the  sense  of  the  house 
might  be  so  fully  and  strongly  expressed  as  to  guard  against 
the  precedent  complained  of. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  to  ask  a  single  question,  which  was,  whe- 
ther the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Lascelles)  who  moved  the  coun- 
ter-resolutions would  consent  to  ground  a  bill  of  indemnity 
upon  them,  should  they  be  acceded  to  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Lascelles  replied  in  the  affirmative,  in  case  the  house 
would  admit  the  resolutions  as  a  preamble  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Grey  had  no  desire  to  attack  the  character  of  the  trans- 
action, but  was  still  anxious  to  secure  the  country  from  the 
precedent.  He  would  vote  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  with, 
however,  an  application  to  the  case. 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  was  in  favour  of  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Lascelles ;  and  at  the  same  time  took  an  opportunity  of  de- 
fending the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Boyd,  and  Benfield,  and  the  situation  of  that  house  at  the 
period  referred  to. 

Mr.  Dillon  agreed  with  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr. 
Lascelles,  if  that  resolution  was  to  be  followed  up  by  a  bill  of 
indemnity. 

Mr.  CanningsTiiA  two  things  were  necessary :  first,  to  cha- 
racterise the  transaction  itself;  secondly,  to  prevent  its  appear- 
ing as  a  precedent.  These  the  resolution  proposed  by  his  right 
hon.  firiend  effected,  and  they  could  not  depart  from  a  single 
iota  of  it. 

Mr.  Windham  thon^t  it  an  unfair  return  for  the  modera- 
tion and  candour  admitted  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to 
have  been  exhibited  by  the  honourable  mover,  and  by  his  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Fox),  to  force  them  to  sctm  to  approve 
of  what  they  had  not  investigated. 

•  The  Attorney  General  admitted  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
made  the  original  motion  had  acted  with  the  greatest  modera- 
tion, and  that  the  candour  displayed  by  the  other  honourable 
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gentleman  opposite  did  him  the  highest  honour.  If,  however^ 
It  was  to  be  demanded  of  his  right  honourable  friend  to  omit 
on  that  account  what  was  necessary  for  his  own  justiiicationy 
they  would  have  little  reason  to  thank  the  hon.  gentlemen  for 
then*  candour^  which  in  that  case  would  prove  a  worse  weapon 
than  their  former  hostiUty. 

Mr.  Fox  and  the  Attorney  General  severally  explained^ 

Mr.  W.  Smith  supported  the  original  motion* 

Mr.  Lascilleiy  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  many  mem- 
,bers  of  the  house  that  a  bill  of  indemnity  should  be  intro- 
ducedi  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  such  a  bill,  taking  the 
resolution  which  he  held  in  his  hand  as  the  preamble  to  it. 
He  then  read  the  resolution  proposed  by  him>  containing  some 
additional  words  providing  that  the  case  alluded  to  should  not 
be  held  as  a  precedent.  . 

.  Mr.  Wilberforee  approved  of  a  bill  of  indemnity,  but  did  not 
like  the  proposed  addition  to  the  resolution.  The  measure  al^* 
luded  to  was  required  by  the  emergency  of  the  times,  and  he 
would  be  sorry  to  pass  what  might  form  a  restriction  on  any- 
other  minister,  in  a  case  of  equal  emergency,  adopting  a  simi- 
lar course.  He  approved  of  bills  of  indemnity  wherever  any 
breach  of  law  was  committed,  and  he  preferred  it  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  to  a  vote  of  that  house,  the  more  particularly  be«r 
cause  he  thought  it  proper,  there  being  so  many  mercantile 
men  in  that  house,  and  this  beinff  a  mercantile  question,  that 
it  should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  other  house  of  parlia« 
meat. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  thought  there  was  no  necessity 
for  a  bill  of  indemnity.  ' 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  the  amendment  had  been  thrown  !n« 
in  compliance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
Hfppcmtt.     But  as  it  was  objected  to,  he  should  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Bond  approved  of  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of  indem- 
nity, as.the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament  had  been  commit* 
ted.  He  agreed;  however,  that  the  measure  was  clearly  jutifi* 
able. 

Colonel  Hutchinson  supported  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbreadvn  reply  alluded  to  what  had  fiillen  from  the 
attorney  general,  who  disliked  candour  and  hat^  mercy,  on 
the  candjd  and  moderate  speech  of  his  honoimible  friend 
(Mr.  Fox),  and  on  the  resolution  expressed  by  another  right 
iMmourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning),  not  to,  yield  an  inch, 
vbile  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  house  were  wilUng  to 
yield  so  far.    The  noble  lord,  too,  who  had  seemed  so  cor« 
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$cioiis  of  the  spirit  of  modemtioii  displaydt  cm  thit  aidt  of 
the  house,  and  wlio»  under  that  impression,  proposed  a  few 
words  which  he  thought  would  be  acceptable  to  them,  had 
repented  of  his  condescension  and  withdrawn  his  amendment* 
They  did  not  wish,  he  presumed,  that  an;  thing  like  agreo* 
ment  should  seem  to  prevail  ^  or  they  were  probably  afraid  th;(| 
he  and  his  frtendS|  from  fipdiiig  themsehres  so  often  in  a  ma« 
jority,  should  grow  too  frisky,  aiid  therefore  wished  to  drive 
them  to  ;i  division  on  a  question  in  which  they  would  be  left 
in  a  great  minority.  He  should'  not,  however,  decline  what 
)ie  thought  his  duty  froyn  any  consideration  of  die  kind.  He 
had  acto^  with  his  friends  near  him  when  very  few  in  numbCT^ 
and  they  had,  on  every  occasion  ^here  their  duty  required  it, 
opposed  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  In  the  course  of 
that  opposition,  he  had  found  that  steady  adherence  to  princiv 
pie  and  to  the  interest  of  the  country  would  in  time  com-* 
mand  success.  He  must,  therefore,  as  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tlem^  woul<|  not  allow  him  to  agree  with  them,  insist  on'his 
own  motion.  He  was  happy,  however,  at  all  events,  in  thin)c« 
ing  that  his  agitating  the  question  would  have  th^.e^eqt  of 
luting  a  bill  of  indemnity  introduced. 
,  The  (Question  w^  loudly  called  for,  and  the  gallery  was 
(;Ieared ;  but  no  division  took  place.  The  previous  question 
was  put  (m  each  of  Mr.  Whitbread^s  resQlutions,  and  car* 
ried ;  after  whi(:h  the  following  resolution,  which  had  been 
moved  by  way  of  amendment  by  Mr.  LasceUes,  was  agreed  to, 
•— "  Resolved,  that  the  measure  of  advancing  forty  thousand 
pounds  to  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  upon  unquestionable  securitiesi 
which  have  been  regularly  discharged,  was  adopted  for  the 

Surpose  of  avertinfif'conscqueppes  which  might  have  proved 
ighly  injurious  to  the  financial  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
f:ountry  j  and,  althougn  not  conformable  to  law,  appeared  s^p 
the  time  to  be  called  for  by  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  public 
?iffairs." 

Mr.  Laspelles  afterwards  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a.  bill  00 
indemnity  for  the  abqve  Jransactioj^.  v  The  ho«$e  then  ad* 
jounced  (ill  Monday^ 


HOy&EOFLORDS, 

MOKDAV,  JtJNE  17. 

'fhe  fummons  for  the  judges  to  attend  on  the  cauf^  of 
Thclluflbn  V.  ThcUpifon,  was  deferred  tilj  the  next  day 
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SeV«ml  ySh  "mtte  brought  up  from  tite  ooiniiKMU  and  read 
•  ftfttune. 

jt;»CE  FO*. 

t^rJ  Auciland  reiiewed  his  motion  for  defening  till  tha£ 
d%y  two  months,  the  further  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
liiftice  Fox,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  next  to  impoiTible  to 
oringthe  buHnefsto  a  conclufion  thisfedion,  and  that  a  fur«i> 
ther  attempt  to  profecute  it  without  a  hope  of  its  termina- 
tion, could  only  prove  expeaiive  and  vexatious  to  an  indi- 
yiduaC 

L»rd  Ilawkcjhury  could  not  acquiefce  in  opinion  with  his 
aoble  friend ;  he  was  of  opinion^  that  every  effort  (hould  be 
exerted  to  get  through  the  bufinefs  this  feflion  ;  and  that  if* 
notwithftanding  thefe  exertions,  it  could  not  be  brought  to  a 
conclufion,  a  motion  fhould  be  made  to  mark  the  point  at 
wliich  it  flapped,  and  at  which  it  (hould  hereafter  be  re* 
fronlmenced. 

After  foone  further  converfation  between  the  noble  lords 
fvhp  liave  hitherto  taken  an  intercft  in  this  difcufflon,  the 
tnotion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
T£Ush'$  divorce  bill. 

"the  coiinfcl  on  behalf  of  the  above  bill  having  concluded, 

I'be  Bilhop  of  St.  Afaph  delivered  his  fentiments  on.  the 
bill,  and  oppofed  its  further  progrefs.  The  reverend  prelate 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the  lecohd  reading  be  poftponed 
to  that  day  three  months. . 

Earl  (if  Carnarvon — Before  the  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
fack|  by  putting  the  quedion  for  decifion,  had  obliged  roe 
to  deliver  the  fentiments  I  entertain  on  thefubje£t  under  difl 
cuffion,  I  conceived  great  hopes  that  t  fhould  have  had  the 
advantage,  in  forming  my 'own  convi£lion,  of  hearing  from 
him  the  f^rong  and  cogent  reafons  which  were  the  grounds 
of  that  opinion,  by  which,  on  a  former  day,  pending  the 
(riAi  the  counf^^l  at  the  bar  yet  unheard,  the  learned  lord  pre« 
judged  the  caufc;  and  aflerted  that  morality  would  receive  a 
deep  wound  if  the  bill  fblicited  pafTed  into  a  laW.^  Much.as 
I  was  furprifed  at  that  opinion,  yet  as  the  fubjedl  involved  io 
much  law  as  well  as  morality,  I  expefted  convi£lion  from 
the  learned  lord  when  be  (hould  more  largely  enter  upon  the 
fubjed.  As  he  feems  inclined  to  iilence  on  this  day,  I  con- 
clude he  refts  on  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  riglit  reverend 
and  learned  prelate  (the  Bifliop  of  St.  Afaph)  who  has  jufl 
fat  down.  The  learned  prelate  has  chiefly  relied  on  an  un- 
WiiHn|;nefs  to  open  the  door  dill  wider,  as  he  terms  it,  to 
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colitifive  divorcest  contraiy  to  moraltCyi  though  he*  at  the 
fame  time,  j^rofefles  to  lay  very  Ittiie  ftreft  on  4he  fio  of 
adultery,  which  he  puts  out  of  the  quefiioni,  at  not  fit,  in  the 
cafe  of  divorces,  to  operate  M  your  lordlhips*  mind.  On 
applications  for  divorces,  he  fijfifmfes  y^or  lordihips  cannot 
be  reafonably  inAueiked  by  any  oth^r  oonfideiation  thad  the 
danger  to  the  temporal  fuctenion  Co  property,  which  majr. 

£af&,  by  the  irregularities  of  the  wife,  to  heirs  not  of  the 
u{band*s  body.  Tliough  the  learned  prelate  does  not  fcem 
Shocked  at  the  fin  of  adultery,  he  does  at  that  of  inceft* 
which  appeared  to  him  good  grounds  for  Mrs.  Adineton's 
drrorce,  contrary  to  his  princtpte  of  waving  the  confident 
tion  of  fin,  tn  teglflative  divorces  a  vinculo  muiirimom\  I 
am,  however,  vbry  willing,  widi  the  learned  pnehitc^  to  lay 
the  fin  of  aduhcty  out  of  this  cafe,  and  <o  weighs  at  the  fiime 
t^ne,  (which  will  be  fingulan)' the  general '«in««m6Vjr  of 
opening  the  door  to  more  freqatoe'divorpe8,':^bidi' will^i  ior 
btsopinfdn,  follow  this  cafe^  alld,  if  admitted, 'sftQ:^ap 
dangerous  precedent.  I  am  wilting  to  do  thii^i  tNouglbaionti 
dtrtKious  and  incorrigible  Sb^  or 'm^re  diiflTa£t}f)e:itfitiiei 
ptace  and  bappinefs  of  a  ffnore"«ihuouB'.andirrUi>eAabh> 
iMnism,'ha8  never  been  exhibited  at  yburfaaariOianinthfr 
cafe  before  you.  '    »  imi^  ~z  \^  ^ 

^'i^  teamed  prelate,  as  welt  as  the  learned  lord  on  the 
wooifack,  have  both  heard  the  proof  not  only  of  .perfcver* 
ingndultery  and  profl%acy  of  the  faufband,  to  the  exclufion 
ofthe  wifdfrom  hi^  hou(e,  occupied  by  a  miftrefs  and  chil^ 
dren ;  they  have  heard  the  proofs  of  a  divorce  in  the  code* 
fiaiKcal  courts  a  menfi  ^  torOf  with  ab'roony  adjudged ; 
they  have  heard  proof,  that  the  alimcviy  has  never  been  ob* 
tained  but  by  expenfive  procefs  t  and,  laftly,  that  it  has  been 
witlibeld  by  iirability  to  pay  it,  from  dtmiAffted  chfcakn- 
ila'Ace^,  pleaded  br  the  hia(band,  which  moft  end  in  her 
ruin;  Khould  wifh  to  afk  the  learned  iord>and  prelate^ 
whether  they  confider  it  as'eflcntial  to  tfaecauioiof  loorau 
Ifty,  thata  virtuous  and  refpedable  woman  (ptweA  to  bej 
Iheh  atyour  bar)  fliould  be  doomed- to  )^erifti  at  t4ie  door  of 
at  profligate  who  has  ufurpcd  herfituation,  and  robbed  her  of 
the  affeAlon  of  her  hulband,  and  her  nufband  of  the  meana. 
of  domghcr  even  the  jufticc  of  fuftaining  her  life,  by  paying 
her  the  miferable  pittance  which  ecclei^ftical  law  decrees^ 
but  caunot  enfure  to  her  ?  I  wi(h  iq  a(k  thefe  learned  patrons 
of  morality  and  temporal  juftice,  which  cafe  gives  tire  beft 
plea  to  relief  from  legiflative  interpofiiion, — the  luifband 
who  fears  from  an  aduUcruus  wife  the  pofiible  fuccci£onof 
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heirs  not  of  his  Jbodf«  or  a  virtuous  wifet  doomed  to  the 
hiweft  ftate  of  denaiin  indigence,  by  the  ruinous  profligaey  of 
an  adulterous  bu{baad»  from  wiioie  concerns  uie  has  long 
been  excluded,  not  only  by  hiim  but  by  ecdefiaftifiai  fen^ 
tenoc»  wbofe  ultiiaaite  j;uia»  bun  for  the  interpoixtiQa  of  tha 
legiflature,  flie  muft  fcal  with  herJife,  uolefs  ihe  barters  vim 
tae  for  her  H?e)ifaoqd?  This  is  the  nioralit^f  and  juftice 
which  we  are  called  upon  not  to  infringe  by  giving  ibe.  reT 
nef  afted  for  in  this  cafe*  .  The  learned  prelate  ioeaks  of 
fuies  which  circumCcxibe  the  difcrttion  of  the  legiilatuire  uk 
its  deviation  from; the  law  of  the  land,  which,  H  fays,  ad» 
mits  of  no  divorces  a  vinculo  matrioaooiij^  the  ol^cd  of 
which  ruksis  to  prevent  dangerous  precedent^  which 
might  cgCR  a  Y^ider  door  ta  liivorces.  J  confeAbthad  in  ^all 
thdSs  afieotiqiiv  neither  my^underftaadiiig  iipr  n^y-readii^ 
lesdrmenr.concur;  I  know  of  no  fudi  rule ;  tbeee^  k  no. 
ftcb>{nrihfeilandiiigonkrsof  either  boure ;  n9ji5il«l*ciin»bUid 
the  legjiSatube^notcan  exiit  l^uttbe  boundaries  t^f^ihe<ibing 
iiaiiiBd.guiA'bei  diefceby  acicucately  defini^^,fHic;fu0hrruie« 
ifDbriilexrf^tiuiyrkSnd,  can  be  adduced. ;^.Th^'laWipf,th^  land 
tfqdaflf  fttknitSTandjexciades^^nslv  tad.  jfeiealesi  under  ^nuk 
lar circoinftanQ^si;  tbe:£4  of  siditltery.  has,  Uy  tli^.l^v^  t^  the 
land,  the  fame  coiredives  and  confequences  fpr,b9i{i^0^alfa 
tbe  fame  divorce/ is  grMed!'t#  the  male  wbo^fiqgm  ^  (lis 
pofterity,  and  to  tin:  icfhaie  wiin  is  deprived  qC  njl  hrj.ll»mi« 
ponil  comfortSi  Tha£  applications  tiare  b^MtfqsdcitOijp^' 
lianientin  late  times,  has  probably ;arifcn  from  tl)^  cbangft^ 
of  the  praftice  of  the  ecclefiaftical^  c(Emrt9.  iHv  JimiVifig  tbeitf 
fentenceof  divorce,^  which  did  ancientiy*  as.apfsoiMfsfrom.abi 
books,  extend  to  fimple  adultecy  and  breaQb  of .  mMtrimoiMal 
contraA,  to  a  difluJution  a  vincub  matrimonii^  UappeafSria 
Saikeld's  Reponsi  article  Divorce*  that  anciently  all  divoixes 
were  a  vincdtf^.matrimoniit  until  the  44th  at  £iizabe<ib ; 
when  in  Fo^ambe's'cafe,  in  the  Star  Cbambj^ri,,  a 'diffeient 
da&riaoandi.diffofcat  pradice  was  adopted  hy,Arcbbi(iltfp« 
Banosoft,  afm  c^nfoiiiog  divines^  as  ftated,  and  a  divorce  a* 
iheofa  et  tmo  waa  then  declared,  (not  by  the  kgiilalN]|te,) 
as  alone  applicable  to  cales  of  adultery  ;  but  that  this  did 
not,  at  the  time,  make  a  revolution  in  the  ideas  of  the 
nation,  feems  clear  by  the  ecclefiaftics  endeavouring  to  cor* 
TeA  the  Uw  by  a  canon  in  1603,  prefcribing  a  bond  to  be 
given  by  parties  obtaining  a  divorce  a  menfa  et  toro,  that 
they  would  not  marry  to  any  other  during  their  refpedive 
lives.  It  muft  be  obferved.  that  the  canon  of  IQ03,  the  be- 
ginning of  James  the  Firft's  reign,  was  never  fandioned  by 

pailiamcnc, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Sia  THE  PARLUMEMTARTltZGiarrER.  [Lom% 

parlratnent,  and  bad  not  then,  nor  now  has,  the  ftfce  of  ia^^ 
and  has  been  fo  adjudged^  as  appears  by.  Blackttooe ;  ^f 
courfe  the  bond  is  wafte  paper,  and  could  aot  be  put  in  foroo 
in  any  court  of  law ;  for  I  have  no  difficulty  in  affirming  tiuU 
a  bond  not  to  do  that  which  God  and  the  law  of  the  land* 
not  only  give  free  to  all,  but  recommend  and  encDurage^ 
is  in  itfolf  illegal.  I  have  09  difficulty  in  aderting  that  na 
bond  can  legally  be  pleaded ^to  present  a  perfon  fo> engaging 
himfelf  in  terms,  never  to  ferve  the  king  or  ftate  in  any  ca« 
pacity,  or  never  to  marry,  or  not  to  perfbrm  that  which 
might  be  beneficial  to  the  ftate ;  though  the  perfon  aiight 
have  liberty  to  withhold  his  fervice,  the  contraA  not  to  do 
any  fervtte  muft  be  in  its  nature  illegal ;  )he  bond  is  peremp^ 
torily  null  and  Toid ;  but  it  fumilms  a  clear  inference  that 
the  divorce  ^  menfa  et  toro,  did  not  pretent  a  iiiarriage» 
and  was  an  afiual  and  complete  feparation  a  ?4n€ulo.  llie 
law  of  the  land  has  never  been  changed ;  the  divorce  a 
menfa  et  toro  (every  link  of  the  chain  being  broke)  dif- 
fblvedthe  vinculum  matritffonfii  and  the  bond  t^at  tothatry 
is  the  pfoof»  ahd  being  enforced  by  an  illegal  c^nbh/ls  ilfeff 
null  and  void,  and  not  good  even  to  its  own  penalty  ;  ib  that 
thcf  learned  prelate  ismiftaketi  as  to  bis  ancient  add  modem 

,  law.  i  have  no  difficulty  in  fayinethat  I  do  not  wi(h  di- 
irotces  for  (imple  adultery  to  be  obtained  tiirough  the  me^ 
dium  of  ecclelia(Hcal  courts,  (as  tlie  law,  I  am  pertuaded,  an* 
ciemlv  ftood)  and,  notwithftanding  the  exifliiij^  pradice,  ftilt 
ftands) ;  but  I  can  neither  feel  that  it  is  either  juft  or  moral  to 
bar  the  door  to  all  r^ief  by  the  legiflature,  for  fear  improper 
relief  fhould  Ibmetimes  be  given ;  each  cafe  muft  ftand  on  its 
own  ground.    The  term  which  has  been  ufed,  both  by  the 

^learded  lord,  as  well  as  the  reverend  prelate,  of  a  dangerous 
precedent,  as  an  argument  againtt  the  admiffioni  of  a  cafe  fo* 
lioited^  feems  to  me  incomprehenfible ;  it  is  a  cbntradi6lioo 
in  t^rmaif  ^e  admit  a  cafe  fit  and  proper  to  hi  admitted  ;  it 
ffiuft  bu  received  ks  a  ufeful,  not  a  dangerous  precedent : 
every  cafe  ftaiKling  on  exaftiy  fimilar  grounds  (bould  be 
equally  admitted  ;  every  cafe  {landing  on  grounds  not  fimi- 
lar^  does  not  come  witlnn  the  precedent*  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
underftand  the  danger  of  doing  what  is  fit  to  be  done.  The 
admiffion  of  that  which  never  was  fi!  to  be  done;  may  indeed 
operate  as  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  occafion  the  improper 
introduftion  of  a  fimilar  cafe^ equally  unfit;  the  fitnefs  or 
unfitne^ls  of  each  individual  propofiiion,  can  alone  juftify  its 
individual  reception  or  reje£tion ;  and  I  know  of  no  cafe 
which  appears  to  me  to  have  a  jufter  claim  to  the  legiflative 

relief 

Digitized  by  VjOOQI^ 


|ft«s>7.}  ,     PR0TS8T.  Si» 

relief  dofired  thao'  the^psefent.  I  cannot*  thcrefqrCy  refafe 
«taw  to  do  that  which  ju&^ce  and  morality  demands  of  me, 
left  I  (hould  berestfter  be  induced  to  do,  under  difiimilar  ctr- 
cumftaocea,  thai  wbich  juftkc  and  morality  may  call  upon 
metorejed. 

The  boufe  divided  ca  the  BiihopofSt,  Afaph'a  motion^ 
when?  the  nuoibers  were,  Contents  10 — Not  contents  3, 
^confequently  the  bill  was  loft  for  the  preient  feffion,  by  « 
majority  of  l.-*-Adjoupned. 


,  Protest, 

Lord  Auckland  having  moved,  *'  That  the  further  pr<w 
ceedings  of  this  houfe  on  the  propofed  addr^is  refpe^ing 
Mr.  Jujftice  Fox  be  poflpoaed  to  this  day  two  months;"  i( 
paiTed  iii  the  A^gative. 

DiJJeniUnt. 

1,  ^caufe  t*he  proceedings  in  q^ueilion  are  grounded  on 
^mcgaUoQ^,  fume  of  which  amount  to  .a  charge  of  cfifQQ 
and  mifdc/neanor^.  and  it  is  clearly  contrary  to  the  lawa^nd 
ftfLiutes,  of  this  reaj^,  tbaj  any  accufalion  or  complaint  con^ 
taiqing  a  cbVgQ  bf  crime  and  naifdemeanor/ can  o^iginaHj 
be  preferred'in  tbis.bouie,  or  be  entertained  by  the  bouA^ 
except  in  matters  af  privilege .  and  lam  nat  ffttifi£ed'lkat 
the  claufe  of  the  a£t  of  fettlement  refpediog  the  removal  d^ 
the  judges  from  their  offices,  in  confequence  of  thejoioiad- 
drefs  ot  the  two  houfes  of  parliament^  meant  or  can  be  Qom% 
itrued  to  take  the  judges  from  the  general  protefiioQ  of  tb« 
law  of  the  land,  in  order  to  place  them  in  a  fituation  of  di^ 
advantage  and  dependance,  which  doea  nfl»t  aifeA  any  ot^er 
individuals^  or  any  other  clafs  of  m^n. 

2.  BecaufC|^  if  our  jurifdiftion  in  this  c^fe  could  bf) 
eftablifhed,  lliil  I  fhould  object  to  the  matiecs  alleged  in  the 

J)ropofed  addrcfs,  which  are  for  words  faid  to  bavabften- 
pgken  almoil  two  years  ago,  of  which  no  notice  w^.tak^ii 
by  thie  parties  concerned  tiU  ten  months  afterwards^  and  res* 
ipeAing  which  the  evidence,  after  fuch  a  lapfe  of  time,,  ia 
ixow  to  be  received*  {t  appears  to  me,  that  fuch  .a  pvocecdv 
jngis  contrary  to  the  general  analog-]^  of  law,  an^  more  e& 
pecially  objc^ionable  as  afFefting  a  judge  who  may  he  cxri 
pofed  to ,  invidious  coniideratioos  in  the  dilbharge  of  hi^ 
duties.     '  ^  ' 

3 .  Becaufe  the  judge  who  is  the  objeA  of  the  propofe4 
94^uih  biS  aljr^y  U^a  ful^e£^d  to  grcac  ddajs  in  thi« 

*in<iuiry. 
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inqofryi'  and*  to  a^moft  diftrcfBng  cxpcncc,  io  confe^uence 
of  the  coQife  of  proceedhig  firft  atdbpted  by  this  hoole>  and 
iinae  defifted  from  on  better  confideration. 
**  4.  Beciufc  the  «xpetice  of  fuch^  an  invcftigation  at  our 
bar  muft,  both  in  the  prcfent  and^ure  cafca,  prodnce  the 
inevitable  lidn  of  thejudres  Who  mav  be  brought  to  aniwer^ 
vrbether  they  fhali  be  gutlty  orinh^nt  of  the  »£l:of  mi£. 
•cofjdufttfHTOsd  againft  them*  "  * 
^ '-  5.  Becaufe,  if  this  proceeding  were  not  queftibnrable  as  to 
lawy  juftice^and  expediency,  fitil  it  is  objeiaionable  at  this 
^re  period  of  the  fellion,  when  the  attendance  of  many 
oeers  muftbe  withdrawnto  other  public  duU^;  and  when 
It  is  impoifiHIethat  the  intjuiry  can  be  bron^t  to  a  conclu* 
fion;  apd  when  the  refult  can  only  ferve  to  fend  back  the 
judge  to  the  exercife  of  his  judicial  funAiotis  Men  and  pre- 
judiced by  a- mafs  of  printed  evidence  taken  agaitaft  him,  and 
tefpeding  which  he  will  not  have  bad  the  meanif  of  mdii^ 
his  defence.  ""    ;^' 

(Signed)  Autrtt^Bi^  \ 

k-y:  HOUSE  OF  COMMO««. 

IV        /  UQviwiiy   JUKB  I> 

^-'The'^ark^prcferv^ionbiH  pafled  throngh  a  committee. 
To-be  reported  next  day; 

*]  -Mr.  Giles  brought  in  the  bill  for  extending  the  provifions 
t>f -Wie  bank  note  forgery  prevention  bill,  to  all  parts  of  the 
iimted kingdom.  Head  a  firft  time,  to  be  read  a  fecond  time 
next  day.      -        •  *  * 

^^  Lord  Willmm  Ruflelt  prefented  a  petition  from  certain 
itihabitants  of  Cambetwel!  In  favour  of  tlic  Cambcrwdl 
'"WateT*wbiks  bill.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Alfo  a  pc* 
titton  finom  certain  perfons  wfaofe  names  were  thereunto  Inb- 
9cribed,  againft  the  bill  for  making  a  road  under  the  nver 
IVames.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  billt  and  tfaa 
|>elitionei^  ordered  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel  againft  fidd 
•WIK 

Lord  Glenbervie  brought  up  the  report  of  the  oomm|rtee 
a^Tpoihted  tadraw  up  an  anfwer  to  fo  much  of  the  mcflSige 
Sof  the  lords  of  Friday  as  relates  to  the  requcft  of  the  boufd» 
that  the  lord  ]<refident  of  the  council,  and  £arb  Buckingham* 
fhtre  and  St,  Vincent  be  permitted  to  attend  the  committee 
on  the  eleventh  report.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ubie. 
*  Sir  W.  Scott,  purfuant  to  notice^  moved  fer^  and  obtained 

leav^ 
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leave  to  biing^in  a  UlU  to  amend  an  act  of  the  1ft  of  Geo.  I, 
for  aogmentation  of  tliie  mainteoance  of  the  poor  clergy. 

Mr.  Tierney  moved:  the  order  of  tlie  day  for  the  ^rther 
confideratioti  of  the  report  on  the  Catpbecwell  watec^  works 
hWU  He  then  ftated  the  groiuuto  U]^  which  the  meafure 
wa^  founded^  and  the  |uotlve»  that  had  induced  him  to  call 
■the  attention  of  the.h6ufe  fo  often  aitd  fo  paifticularly  to  it. 
I^e  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  bill  be  recomtnitted.  .The 
motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr«,t'onhJanque.  A  fhort  dlfcuilioa 
Succeeded,  in  which  Str  George  Hill,  Lord  William  Ra^elU 
and  Mr.  VLottt  took  part,  when  a  divifion  took  place :  For 
the  fecomnvUpiiont,  4l-^Againft  it»  l6 — Majority,  25. 

&rj9hn.£J^itifQri  offered  fome  obfer/ations  prefatpry  to 
the  mofign.  of  .which  he  had  given  nqtice  lelative  to  the 
coaxaU^94i^  in  Ireland,  for.  determining  the  claims  of 
Jf yaU^  IfJ^Xu^ei^d  in  the  rebellion  of  1798,  and  alfo  to 
^^^f9mi^  jcot^ipenfation  to  be  granted  for  pro- 

perty in  Doroiigh  franchises  injured  by  the  union.  With  rcr* 
fpeq^taj^^ei^^jtwo  comnmiifions  it  was  the  honourable 
baronet^  intention  to  mov^fpecific  refolutions,  asthe  ob- 
jeds  for  which  they  had  1>eeh  appointed  muft  have  been 
lonp  fioce  9KWQil|if4itied  if  they  Ud  feveraUy  difcharged 
their  duty.  The  honourable  baronet  alluded  alfo  to  another 
board  of  commiffion,  that  for  granting  coropenfation  for  qU. 
fices  fopprcfled  by  the  union,  which  had  Utea  coatifued 
longer  than  was  necefiary,  to  the  great  expence  of  the  public* 
and  inferred  the  inexpediency  of  their  further  continuance, 
from  the  nature  of  the  claims  preferred  to  ttjeoi,  one  o£ 
which  had  been  for  compenfation,  on  the  part  of;  ^  Mr. 
Anthony  Fox,  rat-catcher  to  the  board  of  ordnance  in  Ire* 
land  [a  ^tneral  taugh)^  for  lofles  ilated  to  be  fuiiained  by 
him  from  the  jun£Lion  pf  the  Englifh  and  Irifti  ordnance  de- 

Crtments,  in  confequence  of  the  gnion.  The  .boaovi^able 
ronet  then,  moved.  That  it  is  tlie  opiiuqn  of  the  bopfe^  that 
ihe.  obje&  fiy:"  which  a  board  of  commiilionersin  ir^nd 
bad  been  conftituted  by  the  38th»  39th,  and  40th  of  his  ms- 
aeRy*  are  or  ought  to  baye  been  long  iince  attained,  a^nd  anf 
longer  continuance  of  it  would  occalion  an  unneceflkry  pub- 
^.expence,  in  the  provifioa  for  their  falaries. 

idr,  Vfinpuart  vindicated  the  conduft  of  the  Irilh  ^ 
veroment.  He  took  blame  Ko  bimfelf  for  not  having 
brought  in  a  bil]  that  bad  been  prepared- by  his  predeceflbr, 
.which  was  to^ut  an  end  to  the  board  in  a  (hort  time.  As  to 
the  othei  board,  theie  were  claims  yet  under  its  coniidera* 
.  Vol.  UL  1805. ,  Tc  liea 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^  THB  PARLXAMSHTA&T  MOtSTElL  rQaMif««% 

tto(i  wbtch  lyouM  teqttire  it  to  be  contiaued  for  fame  lomga 

term ;  at  the  fame  time  be  admitted  that «  i^riod  Ib^Mld  be 
fixed,  beyond  which  it  (hould  act  be  coiitrnued^  H9  did  not 
mean  to  oppofe  the  motipn  directly,  but/in  order  to  give  the 
lionourable  barou^t  an  opportunity  qf  bringing  the  fubjeft 
iinder  the  confideration  of  the  bouie,.  if  the  bill.be  had  to 
bring  forvvatd  fhould  no(  be  fatisfagorji  he  moved  the  pre* 
Vious.queftion. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  thought  the  ftat^ment  of  the  right  horn 
gentleman  fatisfaftory,  in  whi.cl\  Sir  John  NewpQi;t  concurred* 
and  after  a  few  words  hom  Mr.  Corry  ^nd  Mr.  Windham» 
the  previous  quefiion  wa^  agreed  to. 

Sir  John  Newport  then  moved  another  refolutioo.  That 
the  boajrd  of  coipmiflioners  for  determining  the  compenia* 
tioii  for  lodes  fuftaiaed  in  property  arifiAg  out  of  borough 
franchifes  by  the  u^iion,  ought  to  ceafe  in  fix  months.  Oa 
this  refolutionthe  bon.  baronet  propofed  to  take  the  lenfe  ^f 
the  houfe  ;  but  the  previous  queil\an  was  4lf6  a:\oyedri A»d 
carried  00  this  refolution  without  a  divifioif.     , 

MIDDLESEX  BL&CTIOM.    r^iS    '-ii  1m  .>:>- 

ifefir.  Creevey  rose  to  move  the  bouse  to  fix  a  daylorite  fat- 
i^iatige  of  lists  of  disputed  votes  between  the  petitioning  nee- 
bblders  of  Middlesex^  and  Mr.  Mainwa|rixtg.  jHe  argued  that 
ttie  petitioning  freeholders  stood  precisely  in  the  situation^ 
and  were  entitled  to  ail  the  rights  of  the  candidate  who  had 
declined  to.  prosecute  his  claims.  Tliis  he  said  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  act,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  collusion 
between'  tlie  candidates^  to  the  prejudice  ol  the  fitcholders. 
He  wbdTd  propose  to  fix  the  exchange  of  the  lists  for  Thurs* 
day  or  Friday,  and  the  consideration  of  the  petition  for  sxHne 
day  in  the  nex;t  week. 

^  Mr.  H9  Thornton  doubted  whether 'the  petitioners  were  en* 
titled  to  all  the  rights  that  were  claimed  fdr  them,  ff  th^ 
werie  entitled  to  come  into  the  place  of  tb(  candidate,  the 
equity  of  the  case  appeared  to  require^  that  they,$hould  codie 
iii  ra^er  to  6ie  situation  ui  which  the  candidate  stood  at  the 
trnic  ofpving  in  his  declaration^  of  his  fnt^tion  of  with-- 
drawing,  than  to  his  situation  at  the  time  of  the  presentation 
of  the  petition.  If  collusion  was  spoken  of,  he  saw  more  rea« 
son,  in  this  instance,  to  apprehend  collusion  between  the  with- 
drawn candidate  and  these  petitioners,  than  between  the  two 
([andidat^.  Six  of  the  principal  petitioners  were  committed 
men  of  Sir  Frauds  Burdet,  and  the  agents  were  the  same  that 

had 
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had  acted  for  SirFraHtis.  Mr.  Maihwaribg  Iiad  deliT^red  his 
lists  to  the  agents  of  Sfa*  Francis,  and  Sir  Francis,  on  his  part» 
liad  caused  no  list  to  be  delivered.  Under  these  circum* 
stances  it  tras  eirident  the  petitioners  would  have  an  advantage. 
He  conceived,  therefore,  that  a  substitution  to  the  extent  of 
the  peeoniarV  rights  of  the  cai^dldate,  would  only  tend  to  the 
extension  ot  that  dday  which  had  already  kept  Middieset 
three  years  unrepresented.  He  could  not,  therefore,  consexit 
to  any  long'delay  now,  lest  it  should  prevent  the  decision  fi-otii 
taking  place  within  the  present  session. 

Atr.  Creevej  allowed  there  were  appearances  of  collusion  ih 
the  circumst^ces  adverted  to  by  tfie  hon.  gentleman.  He 
thought  that  sotne  delay  should  be  granted,  from  a  regard  to 
the  general  provisions  of  the  act,  and  the  general' rights  of  pe- 
titioners under  ii ;  but  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  delay  should 
be  very  little  in  this  case. 

The  Aiiwnej  General  Tt^ecd  in  the  reasonableness  of  tie  ar- 
guments of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and  the  fair- 
ness of  his  admissioos.  He  prtyposed  the  exchange  of  the 
li^  to  tsike  plac^  on  Wednesday,  and  the  ballot  ouFridbiy. 
.  A  conva^atiQtt  ensued,  m  ^hich  Mr.  Fox  stated  that  he 
thought  that  166  ifaort  time.  Mr.  Mellish  represented  the  ad- 
vantage given  by  Mr.  Mainwaring  in  the  notification  of  tKe 
oajths  he  meant  to  object  to,  without  receiving  any  correspon- 
dent information  from  the  opposite  party  in  return.  Mr.  Fox 
considered  that  the  petitioners,  if  treated  hn^Ade  as  such,  were 
not  bound  by  any  thing  done  by  either  of  the  other  parties. 

Mr.Sturges  Bourne  thpught  the  petitioners  not  entitled  \o 
any  indulgence  of  time,  as  they  Jiaa  held  back  their  petition 
to  the  very  last  momdiH  of  the  time  allowed  them  by  parlia* 
snent  to  present  it.  '      . 

^  .;Mr.  F9jp.o6uId  not  admit,  that  when  a  certain  titae  waiS  al- 
..law(?dvhy^ar^aaientfor  any  purpose,  those  to  whom  it  was 
,  granted  wcr^  liable  %o  answer  for  having  availed  themsclvcj  of 
^^  tatbeJuU'  extent;  IVlr*  Mainwaring,  the  elder,  bad  delayed 
.  to  the  last  day  .on  which  be  could  have  presented. hirpetitioik, 
^aiidxLQDody,  arraigned  him  on  that  account.  Mr.  Wiiberforce 
^  ojSered .  a  rewl  observations.  The  ballot  was  .fixed  for  Friday, 
''^iid  the  exchange  of  lists  for  Thursday. 
. .  .(C^olionel  Craufurd  expressed  some  imwilUngness  to  delay  any 
f^^urthei:,  his  intended  motion  on  the  state  of  the  army  \  but  as 
.'many  of  the  papers  would  not  be  ready. early  enough  for  the 
^next  day,  and  there  was  no  other  day  Qpen  this  week,  he  felt 
*4)jpaseif  under  the  necessity  of  putting  it  off  till  Monday. 

Tta  Mr, 
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Mr.  $tufee8  Bourne  p^^.natiGef.thitkisjigiit  hon*  friend 
tfien  absent  (the  chancellor  i>f  the  exchequer)  intended  to 
make  a  motion  intbe  commitlce  of  ways  and  means  on  Wed* 
ncsday,  for  the  appro^Ki^tipn.of  tho'Sorphis  of  thoconseiida- 
tcdfund»pn5th.April^]ji9t...x.!       -wi  ' 

Mn  Grqr  saidi^e  wouljilbefive.miUionsto  be  appropriated 
for  the  $^ius  of  the  consolidated  fimd  of  tl^s  yeai\  unless  it 
was  appljicd  to  the  mirposes  of  continental  subsidy.  He  wishedf 
to  koow  whet^.  the  notice  had  any  relation  to  this* 

Mr*  Sturges  Boxurj^,  said*  his  notice  related  only  to  the  sq»« 
plus  of  thelast  year,.  _ 

The  prize  bill  and  the  commissioners  of  tsgLes  bill  were  read 
at^d.timean4passed«  ) 

.The  cpm  Uws  amendment  bilLwasjrnd  astqmdtsme^aiHl 
tomjpitted  for  Thursdfiy*         .     .  /,    *    ...       t  ' 

'the  land  tax  reden^>tion  reguhition^billianalthe  Irntt  civil 
lift  biU  were  read  a  second  tkncif  and  ordered  tob^  coiphiktcd  * 

ponttderation  pf  <^  report  of  tfac/Dublini^fvlP- 
d  for  Friday.  !        ;  :  -.  L  :.t  o^-  j- 

port  improvbsient  4)illy  the>]nri3dc^m;ttt]^' 
md  the^Iriflh  fish  bounty  opprvprktion  biH^ 
vf^jregtvftf^  wd  orderedtq  be  reUd^  tibicd  limci'next  day« 


^e  l^use  was  oecupied  foe  a  considerabk.  length  ofitime  * 
in  acpqi^ittee  of  privile^  on  the^Rouf/pooragcv  dupMOg  ' 

wj^cK St|:^gfr^ were  cscludc|d.  .    i  > >iji io^I lui  u  yn,^ / 

;  'JBarl  Sajhn  stated  the  motives  which  had  iH%^c|,  hte  t,o'^ 
bfing*  forward  a  motbn  upon  this  important  subject^  of  which  ^ 
hsp  had  long  since  given  notice.  The  nobli  ^earl  ^^crij  into  a  1 
compreheniivfe  view  of  the  situation  of  that  part  6^  the  united,  j 
kingdom*  more  paHicularly  as  it  re^rded  the  middiing  and  | 
lowir  ctsBses  of  the  community,  who  were  almiost  wholly  cOm- 
pdeed  of  R<Hhan  catholics.  Their  grievances,  if  inquired  into^^ 
would  be  found  many  and  heavy.  The  noble  earl  first  tpuche^ ' 

<^n  the  sttbjecf  of  tithesi  whichj  from  the  mode  in  whidi  th^ 

•      '    .  .'  V.    •  .  *  "  -  , ^^^ 
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now  geaeoally  coUecred^  iwtigtol  nlDst  opj^MssIv^ly  on 
the  mdii8tnous;&FmeiE9^^^  it  wat  a  matter  of  v^'nt  expediency^ 
and  perhaps  ^^iirbmcneoessitypfobi^uke  ilito  the  most  ^ 
fectu^^Mam  of  disdcnieriogjal^lwtitiitei  or  at  least  of  allevi^ 
at<ng  the  distress  which  the  present  tnbde  of  le^lngtkemuri^''* 
avoidaUj  qarried  with  it.  ^HH{in6ble  earl  cdrtoborat^d^fais  ar- 
gumefitaon  this  point  from4he^kllOSt  respectable  authorities^  ^ 
more  espebiallf  from  that  of  theocelebrated  Dr.Pale^,  from^ 
whose  works  he  quoted  severs^ )elltr acts.  'Th^ttext  Subject- 
which  presse^  opon  his  lordsUp'tr  atteati^ni  wak  the  condition 
of  the  Roman  catholics,  the  prayer  of  whttste'petitidii  hfeVas" 
tOfrjr  had'  not  been  complied  with*-  The^  necessity;  however, 
of  their  emancipation  would  every  day^xicdttie  it^ore  conspi- ^ 
awai&  I'  and'  hp  rosUkaeecii^  lasting  tfM^uQKty'  or  permatient 
prosperity  for  Ireland,  until  that  important  object  #as  more ' 
tki9t0u^)r  iriqjiprc4i^d|;op  fuld  Jnde^d  the  Vh6)e  ofl^  p^i- 
tiw»ifiiBji  ittqdicsicidm.    The  bcqj*  s«ftfe}^  of  inqaliPf '^shouM' ' 
be  the  sordid  and  degrading  state  of  misery  and  p6Veh)i^'  iti  ' 
wim|ixtiidiMw3diil&^sa^of  i:li)e^'<t(nnmudhy  ih  that-cbiititry 
were  suflfered  to  languish-    If  thei<t<bod>  iheiir  ra?meM,  'tScfr'- 
lodgiognVtaieiioiblscU  ^hj-^mwrtMint  bespoke  the  most  at^^t 
and  fQriomi^f«ct)^iedncat>^  updb  ^Mf^piitt  bf  his  speecH^tNJS 
nobte  eartidmlt  hritbipifa!brmi)bls|»^^and^  dtsduc^d  the^eia^W^ 
pf  this  extreme  misery  and  indigence  from  the  re^AM^illA 
this  country  of  the  absentee  pcopuetors  of  land  in  Ireland,  who 
employed  under-landlords  to^parceLq^^  th^ir  estates,  and 
those  again  empibyec^^^atVe^  cilleamidtillc-inen,  who  were 
the  chiflf  instruments  of  jthp  ,9{y>res^^  ^the  poor,  and  with* 
out  the  suppression  of^  which  odious  description  of  n)en,^t 
was  iinpota|fefa^  thecboatry  totHnve  "aild  beh^'p;^:  "The 
n4^iCDr^i^f<bD^ringiig%tbbear  v^on  these  p6int^  a  ^eat^ 
yariety  of  authorities  both  from  ihe  9peoch^d  of  rfiittti^Mied^ 
members  in  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  who  had  df  livered 
their  opinions  more  pGAitMjr  lipon  *the  matter,  and  from  the 
l^!?^?5!^  ?^ujhor$  both  iivjmg  'wi  ^«Sd»  ^ 
0^,.  f^t.a^ljuunbk  addiiess  b^pi^c^tiiDeii.i 
ig^«|t,he  would  be, graciously  jplegsed  to 
t  f:pn^m^$iQners,be  appointed  tONiAqjaiflO. 
[t  part,o£,tlie  Vnitcd  kingdorarcalW'iro. , 
|an<}i[^^nd  that  ^they  .49  Report  .respecting  the  ^te  of^eaQiik  ' 
jcoji^y^  ^l^ich  report, should  be  laid  before  his.  majesty  woA 


iHc  ivrb  houses  of  parliament. 


oJ^^Liifierick  ;ro§e  to  offer  ^  few  ol?$ipr^tipnspathe 

matter 
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ibatur  ind  tmde&cy  <>f  tm  fio/ble  eatl^  spdech.  As  to  tht 
matter  of  it,  he  could  not  wdt  coiiceivie  from  vhlit  soui'ces 
it  was  deri^  \  it  certainly  did  ftot  apply  to  the  present  state 
of  Ireland,  though  in  some  degree  It  might  be  applicable  t6 
its  former  situation.  He  Jiad  litred  the  greater  paM  of  his 
lifis  m  that  country^  and  nothing  occurred  to  his  observatlbn  t6 ' 
justify  the  statement  of  the  noMe  cirl.  No  msm  could  ent^« 
tain  more  personal  respect  for  the  noUe  earl  than  he  did :  he 
smtst,  howetPer,  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  tendency  of  hh 
^leech  was  of  t&e  most  mischievous  nature,  especially  at  a 
time  like  the  present.  The  subject  of  tithes  was  not  on6 
fo  be  handled  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  treated  by  the 
noble  eai4 ;  as  little  was  he  justified  in  saying  that  any  cause 
of  the  misery  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  Irish  people,  arose 
from  the  ill  management  of  the  estates  of  ateentees,  ind  firoiii 
«ny  want  of  feeling  on  their  part  for  the  interests  of  thelt 
coimtry ;  on  the  contrary,  their  absence  was  principally  oc^ 
casioned  by  attendance  to  then*  parliamentary  duty,  and  by  the 
most  anxbus  tendoness  to  whatever  concerned  the  intereists 
of  their,  country  at  large.  As  to  the  other  topics  toileted  upM 
by  the  ndble  earl,  he  should  not  detain  the  boiil|i'!h'retiiark» 
fBg  upon  thern^  as  they  had  lately  undereone  one  of  Aelong<v 
cat,  the  most  minute  and  dispassionate  discussions  ttiat  he  re* 
ancmbend  ever  to  have  taken  place  in  either  honse  of  parlia- 
nient.:  Under  these  impressions  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
thcmoeioD  of  the  noble  eiefk 

The  Duki  of  Norfolk  was  ready  to  subscribe  to  every  senti- 
mtat'thbt  had  frilen  fhim  his  noUe  relative,  except  to  what 
he  had  advanced  respcding  tithes ;  that  was  a  subject  of  the 
snost'delicate  and  important  ligature,  and  could  not  be  lightly 
touched  upon  by  any  man  who  felt  the  necessary  iM  indis- 
soluble Iconnettien  "^ich  stibsistri  in  the  t^Ortstittttidbi  of  tlii^ 
4$oantry  becween  ehureh  and  state.  Tithes  (orihed  tifie  cbrnet* 
ftboeof-ihit  establishment  and  connection.'  A^  to  tl)^  06^ 
aervations  urged  by  the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last 'agiihs^idie 
iDttienr,  .he  couldnotconsidei^fh^m  of  mudi  weight.  •  He  was 
ready  to  allow  that  the  quotion  on  the  catholic  petition  lud 
undoreone  a  very  full,  fiiir,  and  rhitiute  discussion,  and  thougli 
one  of  those  who  voted  against  the  majority  on  that  question, 
he  was  now  ready  to  say  that  it  was  dosed  as  ht>ught  to  have 
been  done.  But  even  from  the  arguments  adduced  to  that 
cfiect  he  could  derive  abundant  reason  for  entertaining  the 
motion  of  hit  noble  relative,  because  it  went  to  procure  new 
^•^  ^  *  *  •  matter 
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ffoxter,  by  wlu^»  Iiereafter,  more  accurately  to  judge  of  the 
expediency  or  pr<^riety  o£  acceding  in  a  less  or  greater  de* 
|jee  to  the  prayer  of  the  Romaa  caUioUc  petition.  On  these 
gcound^  the  motion  of  his  noble  relative  should  have  hi&cotw 
5iaV  support. .  '      .       ^ 

JUrd  Hawifiiurv  fully  acquiesced  in  the  observations  that 

had  £dlen  from  the  noble  duke  on  the  subject  of  tithes; 

and  was  happy  to.  haye  sa  m^c  an  avthority  on  his  side  on 

such  a  questioq.    Most  uQcbobtedly  tithes  were  as  much  and 

as  fairly  the.  property  of  the  church  as  any  landed  property 

that  belonged  to  any  noble  lord  in  that  bou^.  .  Indeed,  were 

it  now  to  be  considered  for  the  first  time  what  species  of  pro* 

perty shouldnipre  particularly  be  attached  to  ^ sappovt  of 

the  church  establishment,  he  knew  of  noneiii^  its  nastuxci  and 

alL  the  ckcun>sti<|0£^.tha^  aoiompanied  it)  so  peculiarly  sdapt* 

ed.  foe  the  maiintfnanrc  of  that  establishnaent  asconnedti^  with 

at  species  of  property  now  existed,  bt^ 

onnection  to- the  property  belpitgmg  to 

if  thecommunity,  and  was  not  Mbterto 

ch  might  endanger  that,  ^nnanent 

ia  >which'  it  -was  desinble  that.tke 

ks  to  4he:  other  topics  of  the  liobW 

kd.  already;  yndergone  ample''dncs^<f 

^, ^  ^-^ - no  other  reason  for  opposing  ^  tht  nw* 

tionj  the  lateness  of  the  session: w^  x  sufficient  onei^tn *his 

mind*  as  neither  tim^  nor  a  fullnc^  of  attendance  /could  be 

now  expected,  for  a  satis&ctory  di^cyssioo*  of  such,  important 

'    matters.,. .  •  ..  '•    •  '"^ 

£ar/ Stf^Zt observed,  in  reply^  that  whl^  ne  taidon  thtt 

st)l^ect  of  titlies^  was  never  meant- to  ha^ve  the  tendency  im^ 

puted  to  it.    Af  little  did  he  ix^teod  t^  ^oapute  any  Mame  in 

his  remarks  upoa  ahsentees,  to-a^^y.of  ttve  noble  lords:  who 

left  th^eir  couJ^t^Ja  order  to  aoend  their  .<buy  in  ipariiament^ 

He  thought  the  ,motives  of  his  motion  in  other  respects^  nested 

ou.  t|ie  sti:op|{est  and  the  most  ufgent  grounds^  and  he  shottUf 

th^fcHre^pers^tix^it.  if 

The  quei^tion  was  th^ipi  put  upon  it,  8m4  this  motion ^was^aofi 

gatived  without  a  division. 

The  hojLise  then  went  again  into  a  committee  upon  the^ti« 
pendiary  curates'  bill,  wh^  after,  going  throu^!«  $m  clauses, 
|he  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TtJESDAT,  JUNE  1 8* 

There  being  only  thirty-seven  members  present  when  t!ie 
Speaker  counted  the  house,  an  adjournment  took  place  of 

course. 


H0U3E  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAT,  JUNE  I  p. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  house  relative  to  Mr.  Justice 
Fox,  sat  ^r  a  considerable  time^  and  proceeded  in  the  exami* 
nation  of  witnesses. 

llie  chairman  havixig  left  the  chairy  the  committee  were 
ordered  to  sit  again  on  Saturday. 

Lord  Glenbervie,  and  several  other  members  of  the  house 
of  commons,  brought  up  a  message,  intimating  that  the  at«* 
tendance  of  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  the  Earls  of 
Ituckinghamshire  and  St.  Vincent,  to  cive  evidence  before 
the  committee  on  the  eleventh  report  of  me  compussioners  of 
naval  inquiry,  was  no  longer  necessary. 

The  prize'  coiiru  bill  and  some  other  bills  were  read  a  first 
time. 

JUDGE  FOX. 

L&rd  GtenvUU  adverted  to  a  notice  which  had  been  given 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  state,  of  his  intention  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  continue  the  effect  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Justice  Fo3t  until  the  next  session,  in  case  they  could  not  be 
gone  through  in  thepresent.  He  was  aware  he  was  irregular  in 
making  any  observation  upon  the  subject  at  the  present  mo- 
ntent,  but  as  the  measinre  which  the  noble  lord  intended  to 
propose  went  to  alter  the  constitutional  frame  of  parliament, 
imd  to  interfere  with  the  king^s  prerogative  in  putds^  an  end 
by  1  prorogation  to  all  business  before  parliament,  he  thoiq[ht 
k  at  least  one  which  demanded  the  most  serious  consideration* 
Proceedings  were  at  present  only  continued  fmm  session  to 
session  in  tw:o  cases,  that  of  impeachment,  and  in  the  case 
of  election  committees  in  the  other  house.  That  a  principle 
of  this  nature  should,  however,  be  extended  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
meagre  so  important  in  its  nature  and  consequences,  that  he 
trusted  (and  this  was  the  principal  purpose  of  his  rising)  that 
the  noble  lord  would  give  ample  and  suffiaent  notice,-  with 

reelect 
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respect  to  the  bill  upoil  this  subject  which  he  proposed  to 
bring  in,  in  order  that  noble  lojrds  might  have  sufficient  time 
to  consider  it  in  every  stage. 

Lord  Hanvkesbury  oertainly  intended  that  due  notice  should 
be  givea  with  respect  to  the  bill.  Uk  should  be  his  deter- 
minataoa  to  bring  in  a  billj'>:be  shpuld^  on  its  being  read  a 
first  time,  move  that  it  be  printed,  and  propose  a  day  for 
the  second  reading  that  should  give  ample  time  for  noble 
lords  to  consider  its  provisions.  With  respect  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  proposed  measure,  he  should  9ay  little ;  at  the 
present  moment,  he  should  only  observe  that  the  proceedings 
in  the  ca^e  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox  were  of  a  judicial  nature^, ^nd, 
therefore,  did  riot' come  under  the  denomination  of  those  le- 
gislative proceedings  to  which  the  noble  lord  had  referred.  A 
moisure  somewhat  similar  was  had  recottrse  to  in  the  ciise  of 
Sir  Thomas^umbold,  where  the  proceeding^  preliminary  to 
a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  were  continued  from  ohe  session 
toanothyj  'Ufa^ain "declared  that  he  would  give  duenciticc 
Uf  he  shoul'4'rSsbIVfe  tA  Bringln  the'bill  to  which  .the  noble  lord 
W'airude4. ' '-'''  ^   •       '    '  •    '"        • 

]"'*irfie'ldU^y^'l5nY,''the  tilftipike  'act'  amendment, bill,  the  nit-- 
^Itfi  jiUy  'iSrnd  fc/Shrng^bini  tlie  mifitia  adjutants'  bill,  the  militia 
subalterns'  bill,  the  SpiniSh  red  wine  bill,  the  Irish  dommis- 
siohdrs  bill, '  ana  some  other  biH§,  passed  through  committees, 
and  were  reported.       ' 

The  stipendiary  curatesr  bilf  passed  through  a  committee, 
and  the  report  \va6  'ordered  to  be  received  next  day.   . 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  KING, 

*  Lord  Hawkesbury  delivered  the  following  message  from  his 
majesty : 

"GEORGE  R. 

**  His  majesty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  house  of. lords, 
^  chat  the  commnnications  which  have  taken  place  and  arc' 
**  still  tkpcci^ing,  between  his  majesty  and  some:  of  :fibe 
**  powers  on  the  continent^  have  not  yet  been  bvosght  «o 
"  such  a  point  at  to  enable  his  majesty  to  lay  the  result  of 
^  thein  before  the  house,  or  to  enter  into  any  further  explsh 
A*  nation  wilh  the  French  government,  consistently  with  the 
**  sentiments  expressed  by  his  majesty  at  the  opening  of  thf 
^  present  session.  Bm  his  majesty  conceives  that  it  may  be 
<*  of  essential  importance  that  he  shpuld  have  it  in  his  power 
**  to  avail  iiimself  of  any  favourable  conjuncture  for  giving  ef- 
<*  fectrio  such  ^  concert  with  other  powers,  as  may  afford  the 
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*'  best  meaas  of  resisting  the  inordinate  ambition  of  France> 
**  or  may  be  most  likdy  to  lead  to  a  termination  of  the  present 
<<  contest,  on  grounds  consistent  with  the .  permanent  safety 
'<  and  interests  of  his  majesty's  dominions^  and  the  security  and 
^'  independence  of  Europe.  His  majesty  therefore  recom- 
'*  mends  it  to  the  house  of  lords  to  consider  of  making  pro« 
^*  vision  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  take  such  measures  and 
"  enter  into  such  engagements  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  may 
«  require.  "  G.  R." 

Lord  Hawkesbury  moved,  that  Kis  majesty's  message  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  the  next  day.    Agreed  to. 

Adjoumeil. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE    19. 

Sir  J.  Warren  brought  up  the  report  of  ^he  committee 
to  vvlipm  the  petition  of  the  truftees  of  the  naval  afylum 
was  referred.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  t^  be  printed, 
and  to  be  taken  into  confideration  by  a  committee  of  the  . 
whole  houfe  on  Fiiday  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Glenbervie,  it  was  orderedt  ^hat 
a  meflage  fhould  be  feat  to  the  lords,  acquainting  tbeiri^ord* 
fhipsy  that  the  feleft  committee  on  the  eleventh  report  of 
the  commiflioners  of  naval  inquiry  having  clbfed  their  exi* 
iiminations,  the  commons  no  longer  thought  it  neceilary  to 
defire  the  attendance  of  the  lord  preHdent  of  the  council, 
the  EarT  St.  Vincent*  and  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamfliire. 

The  bank  note  forgery  bill  was  read  a  fecorid  time,  ordered 
to  be  conimilted  on  Tuefday,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  be 
printed. 

The  London  port  improvement  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  pafled. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  the  mem* 
bers  of  parliament  bankrupt  bill. 

Sir  W.  Lemon,  conceiving  that  the  bill  was  of  great  im« 
portance,  hoped  the  learned  gentleman  woi))d.nQt.  fttti  it 
through  the  houfe  the  prefent  feUion. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecund  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  on  Tuefday. 

The  Irifh  fi(h  bounty  appropriation  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  palled. 

Mr.  Long  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  petition  of  the  tiuftees  of  the  Briti&  Mufcum 

was 
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was  referred,  ftating  that,  in  their  opinion^  the  purchafe  of 
the  late  Mr.  Towiriey's  colleftion  of  antiques  was  ao  ob* 
]c&  oFgre^t  national  innportancei  and  that  ihe  fum  required 
of  20,0001.  was  a  moderate  price  for  the  fame.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  .W.  Dicktnfon  prcCnted  certain  papers  from  the 
admiralty,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  houie. 

On  the  motion  of --Mr.  Bankes,  it  was  ordered  that  fuch 
part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  from 
the  truitees  of  the  Britifh  Muleum,  as  related  to  the  addi- 
tions making  to  that  building,  for  the  reception  of  antiques, 
&c.  be  refened  to  a  committee. 

The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  Irifli  compen- 
fation  ads,  in  which  Mr.  Vanilttart  ftated  his  intention  to 
bring  in  a  bill  obliging  the  commiflioners  to  advcriife  a  cer*- 
tain  day  of  limitation  beyond  which  no  claim  Iho.uld  be 
attended  to.   . 

The  houfe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  received,  and 
Mr.  Vanfittart  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  in  a  bill  for  repealing  the  duties  on 
woollen  goods  exported  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  -which  was  read 
a  firll  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HuikilTon,  accounts  were  ordered 
to  be  hid  before  the  houfe,  of  tUe  amount  of  exchequer 
bills  outftanding  and  unprovidied  f^^r  un  the  two  loans  in 
1804,  one  of  eight  millions,  the  other  of  one  million. 

•Mr.  Vanlittart  brought  in  the  Irifli  compcnfa^ion  limita- 
tion bill,  which  was  read  a  iirfl  time,  and  ord<Qred  lo  be 
read  a  fecond  time  next  day. 

Mjr.  H.  Lafcelles  brought  in  Mr.  Pitt's  indemnity  bill, 
which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  next  day. 

Mr.  Long  prefcnted  an  account  of  the, further  fums  that 
would  be  neceflarv.for  the  ercdtion  of  a  court-houfe,.  &c. 
in  the  cijy  of  VVcftminfter. 

The  houfe  went  Into  a  committee  on  the  American  wool 
trade;  when  it  relumed  Mi.  Rofe  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  permitting  the  expoilation  of  wool  from  the  British 
plantations  in  America  to  the  united  kingdom. 

Mr.  Fofter  brought  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  duties  on 
the  imports  :ind  exports  of  Ireland,  which  was  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  Qa  Monday  next. 

U  u  2  Tlie 
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The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  goat  fkin  aft, 
the  report  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  received  qext  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Adyiiral  Berkeley,  the  bill  for  fuP- 
pending  the  penalties  on  the  woollen  manufaflurers  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  next  day. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
woollen  manufadlurers  bil^  Mr.  Brooke  intimated  his 
difpoiition  to  abandon  the  bi)l  at  prefent,  if  he  could  be 
aiTurcd  that  a  fimilar  one  fliould  be  brought  forward  early 
next  leffion.  It  was  a  fubjed  of  much.confequence,  as  it 
kept  in  fufpenfe  a  body  of  above  200,000  men.  *  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  though  he  could  give 
no  pledge  that  fuch  a  bill  ihould  be  brought  forward,  yet 
aflured  the  4ion.  gentleman  that  the  attention  of  parliament 
fhuuld  certainly  be  drawn  to  the  fubjed  as  early  as  poffible 
in  the  next  feflion. 
j   After  a  few  words  from  Sir  W.Young,  the  bill  was  given  up. 

Colonel  Craufurd  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  wanting  to  to^ 
plete  the  regular  forces  in  his  majefty's  fervice,  cavalry  «nd 
.infantry,  on  the  ift  of  May  1805,'  diftingaifliing  Briti()i 
troops  from  foreign,  and  thofe  enlifted  for  limited  fervice 
from  thofe  enliiled  for 'unlimited  fervice;  as  alfo  an  ab- 
jlra^  of  the  number  of  men  raifed  under  the  additional 
defence  a£t  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fliewing  tbe 
number  raifed  on  the  ift  of  February,  1S05,  and  tbe 
number  from  that  period  to  the  prefcnt  time. 

After  fome  doubt  expreffed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  or  not  fome  of  thefe  papers  could  be 
furniOied,  Colonel  Craufurd's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  houfe  refolving  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  ways  and  means  having  been  read,  it  was 
ordercdi'  that  the  public  ^ftimates  and  accounts  fliould  be 
had  referred,  to  the  faid  committee. 

On  the  motion  for  the  fpcaker's  leaving  the  t?bair, 

Mr.  Fox  aflced  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppolite,  whe- 
ther or  not  he  was  nght  in  onderftanding  that  the  fum 
of  five  millions,  to  be  appropriated  to  a  particular  purpofcV 
had  been  already  votied  in  the  committee  of  fupply  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  it  was 

certainly  included  in  the  general  vote,  but  that  there  had 

been  no  fpecific  vote  on  thai  fubjeft ;  in  faft,  the  fpecific 

votes  had  been  kept  back  from  the  circumftancc  of  tte 
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deftination  of  that  fum  not  having  been  afcertained.  He 
hoped,  however,  either  that  day  or  the  next4o  lay  before 
the  houfe  a  meflage  from  his  majefty  on  that  (iibjed.  An 
accidental  circumftance  alone  had  prevented  his  not  having 
done '  fo  already,  but  he  trufted  before  the  riiing  of  the 
boufe  he  might  be  enabled  to  communicate  it  to  them. 

Mr.  Grey  obferved  that  when  he  gave  the  notice  of  his 
motion,  which  ftood  for  the  next  day,  it  was  becaufe  no 
communication  of  the  kind  alluded  to  by  the  right  l^on. 
gentleman  bad  been  made  to  the  houfe  j  an  occurrence 
which  might  alter  his  intention. 

.  The  hoafe  then  went  into  the  committee,  in  which  it  was 
refolved  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer, 
that  the  fum  of  four-  millions  out  of  the  furplus  ot  the 
confolidared  fund*  and  the  fum  of  one  million  one  hundred 
and  ninety  odd  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  furplus  of  the 
grants  of  i^ft  year,  be  granted  towards  the  fupply.  The 
lioufe  having^refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
titenextd^y. 

.  The  houfe  ^ent  into  a  committee  of  fupply.  The  fums 
V  idfOOOl.  for  the  fupport  of  the  Britifli  forces  in  Afirica, 
J500K  for  the  veterinary  college,  and  15,0001.  for  the  board 
of  agriculti^re  were  voted;  and  the  houfe  having  refuroed, 
this  report  was  likjcwife  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day. 

•After  a  fhort  converfation  between  the  Secretary  at  War, 
General  Fitzpatrick,  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
^  Exchequer,  the  militia  oiEceis'  bill  was  read  a  iecond  time« 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  next  day. 

Ordered,  that  the  houfe  do  go  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  the  next  day,  to  confider  the  report  6f  the 
committee  on  the  pilchard  a£l. 

The  barrack  mafter's  bill  was  read  ft  third  time  and 
pafled. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  loyalty  loan  bill  was 
received,  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  next  day. 

The  univeriity  avowfons  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Ward  brought  in  a  bill  for  amen4ing  the  zSt  of 
Geofge  the  Firft',  relative  to  the  fitu^tioa  of  the  poorer 
clergy,  which  was  read  a  firft  timcy  and  ordered  to  be  read 
j»  recoQd  time  next  day, 
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UUKE  or  ATHOL^S  PETITION, 

.  The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read,  for  thehoufe  re- 
folving  iifelf  into  a  committee  on  the  report  pf  the  com- 
niictee  to  whom  the  petition  ^f  the  Duke  of  Athol  bad 
been  referred^  Coionei  Staaley  moved  that  the  fpeaker  do 
now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Frankland  oppofed  the  motion,  and  exprefled  his 
convidion,  that  a  more  important  fubjefk  had  never  been 
brought  before  parliament;  not  certainly  with  regard  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  immediate  object  of  difcuffion,  but 
with  regard  to  the  dangler  of  the  precedent.  He  was  cod- 
TiHced  that  the  friends  of  the  noble  duW  would  eflentiallf 
Jerve  him,  were  thev  to  advife  him  to  withdraw  his  petitioD» 
to  begin  the  budnefs  de  novo^  and  to  give  it.quite  a  differenr 
direftioi^.  Much  ilrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  diiT^tssfMSioa 
that  was  manifefted  at  the  period  when  the  royalties  of  K\^ 
me  of  Man  were  fold  to  the  crowa  of  6reat  Britain  hj 
the  anceilor  of  the  noble  duke ;  but  this  was  f^^e  dii^tiv 
ftftibn  that  naturally  arofe  in  men  of  high  minds  at  being 
deprived  of  peculiar  privileges  ^  it  was  uncaqncAed  with 
any  pecuniary  idea,  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that  had  ;70Q,O0Ol» 
been  the  purchafe  money  inllead  of  '70,0001.  that  diflatif- 
fidion  would  ftill  have  been  difplayed.  Ihe  noble  <)uke 
himlcif,  in  his  early  applications  to  parliament  on  this  fub- 
y^&y  had  not  hinted  at  any  inadequacy  in  the  pecuniary  com* 
p^nfation.  He  had  i;nercly  aflcrted  his  right  to  various  little. 
irediges  of  princely  power,  and  having  been  defeated  in  his 
attempts  t6  procpre  thefe  in  th^  courts  of  law,  he  had 
brought  forward  his  claims  in  parliament,  but  it  was  not 
uatil  feveral  applications  Had  been  fuccefsfully  refified  thaf,. 
in  1190,  the  idea  of  pleading  inadequacy  in  point  of  pecu- 
luary  coD^peinfation  nrft  occurred  to  the  noble  duke,  after 
an  interval  of  55  years  from  the  concluiioaof  the  original' 
torgslin.  The  hon»  gentleriian  entered  into  a  hiftory  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  commiflioners  and  of  the  privy  council 
oh  the  duke's  claims,  and  contended  that  his  grace^s  fupple** 
nftentary  petition  was  meant  to  furprile  thole  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  merits^  of  the  cafe  into  an  acqoi"* 
efcehce  vvith  his  wifhes.  Nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than. 
tRe  arguments  that  had  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  noble 
fjuke,  that  the  Britiifh  parliament  had  no  power  to  bind  the 
Ide  of  Man.     It  vv^s  bj  an  aft  of  parliament  s^bq  that 
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bis  grace  had  any  right  whatever  iii  the  iHand.  Without 
that  a&  he  woul^  have  been  excluded  from  it.  The  ctr« 
cumftances  atten(diog  the  negotiation  of  the  fale  between 
the  crown  and  Che  anceftor  of  the  lioble  duke  had  been  moft  . 
open  and  honoural^lc.  With  regard  to  the  ailertion,  that 
the  value  of  the  revenues  had  increafed,  he  was  wilting  to 
sidmit  it,  but  why  had  they  increaled  ?  Becaufe  they  na4 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  parliament ;  becaufe  wifer 
meafurea  had  been  adopted  with  regard  to  them*  Had  the 
new  fyftem  failed,  and  had  the  revenues  been  dimihilhed  as 
much  as  they  have  been  augmented,  would  it  have  'been 
confidered  fair  or  honourable  to  deduA  from  the  price 
paid  for  them  ?  Why  then  Ihould  the  feller  be  conddered 
aa  entitled  to  a  participation  in  advantages  which  never 
would  have  accrued  had  the  ifland  remained  in  the  polTef- 
fion  of  him  or  his  famity  ?  In  his  opinion  the  compeafation 
already  JBWardcd  was  more  than  equivalent  to  the  objed: 
gained.  IF  more,  however,  muft  yet  be  granted,  as  Britifh 
ftitids  faadi^  benefited  firom  the  circumftance,  from  Brttiih 
f«ndsthe^lilditibihi)  remuneration  ought  unqueftioaably  to 
proceed. ;' 

Mr.  Hefst  -observed,  that  the  Duke  of  AthoJ,  confcssedlf 
deprived  "ioff^rights  for  which  no  sum  could  be  an  adequate 
compehsatlon,  came  to  the  house  for  the  restoration  of  seve« 
ral  rights^  which,  when  granted,  could  be  no  loss  to  the  pab^ 
lie  He  failed  m  this';  but  although  no  pecuniary  compensa* 
tion  was  at  first  thou^t  of,  yet,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
right  was  sold  at  a  quarter  of  its  value,  it  was  perfectly  open  to 
the  noble  duke  to  bring  forward  the  present  clnm.  The 
bargain  had  been  precipitately  concluded.  If  it  had  been  de- 
liberately made,  as  was  usual  in  such  cases,  something  might 
indeed  be  founded  upon  it,  in  opposition  to  any  further  com* 
pensation.  But  when  the  noble  duke's  ancestor  was  told  by 
the  first  legal  authority  of  that  day  (Lord  Mansfiekl),  thtit  if 
he  did  not  accept  what  was  ofiered,  he  would  have  nothing  at 
all ;  was'that  a  way  to  conclude  a  bargain,  or  were  the  rights 
Tolumarily  yielded  ?  An  lion,  gentleman  had  said,  that  par^ 
liament  always  had  the  right  to  legislate  for  the  island.  It 
certainly,  however,  had  no  such  thing.  The  hon«  gentleman 
had  quoted  several  acts  in  proof;  of  his  opinions.  The  £LCt 
was,  that  these  acts  only  referred  to  the  security  of  the  coun- 
try agaitkst  any  illegal  and  injurious  proceedings  that  might 
be  carri^  on  m  that  island.  He  had  quoted  the  act  of  the 
7th  of  James  I.  to  prove  that  the  island  was  not  indepeodeoc 
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of  parliament.  But  what  said  Lord  Coke?  though  it  was 
not  entirely  a  dictum  of  his,  but  the  opinion  of  the  other 
judges.  They  all  said,  that  parliament  had  not  a  right  to  le- 
gislate for  the  island  \  but  that  some  special  provisions  might 
extend  to  it.  Fop  instance,  parliament  had  a  right  to  take 
care  that  it  should  do  nothing  to  injure  this  country.  But 
then  it  was  urged,  that  the  aet  of  parliament  settled  the  suc- 
cession to  it.  Undoubtedly  it  was  so  far  dependent  on  the 
crowoy  and  parliament  also  settled  the  succession  to  the  crown 
of  Scotland  in  the  same  way.  Mr.  Rose  then  adverted  |o  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  island  since  the  time  of  George  L 
One  in  particular  had  been  mentioned  by  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, in  his  opinion  given  on  this  subject,  to  prove  that  parlia- 
ment had  legislated  for  the  Isle  of  Ms^n.  This  was  stated  by 
him  as  an  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  any  goods  from 
the  island  but  its  own  produce.  The  truth  was,  however, 
that  the  oBject  of  the  act  was  only  to  prevent  the  exportation 
of  any  goods  to  this  country  except  its  oWn  produce.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  this  was  a  title  without  eniotu- 
ment,  and  mentioned,  that  in  1700  it  was  t)tily  X^di'.  {^ah- 
nomt  which  had  been  gradually  increasing  till  m*'l763  thci  re^ 
venue  was  J500I.  per  annum.  What  did  this  shew,  out' that 
tbe  revenue  was  in  a  rapid  state  of  improvement  ?  It  was 
sorely  proper  that,  in  making  a  bargain  on  this  subject,  it 
shotdd  be  considered  not  only  what  the  revenue  was  at  the 
time,  but  what  it  was  likely  to  become.  The  right  of  the 
noble  duke's  ancestor  to  the  royalty  of  the  island  vtras  clear, 
and  for  all  the  rights  which  he  possessed,  he  only  received 
70,0001.  without  reference  to  any  account.  Mr.  Grenville, 
urged  by  t&e  revenue  board,  had  taken  5000I.  per  annum, 
and  that  increasing  too,  firom  the  individual,  and  only  paid  , 
70,0001.  which  was  no  adequate  compensation  even  in  a  pe- 
cuniary view.  Mr.  Rose  then  defended  the  Duke  of  Athol 
fron»  the  charge  of  delay  and  contrivance  in  this  case.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  as  parliament  gave,  it  nfight 
tak^  away.  Suppose  it  had  given  away  a  freehold  estate, 
could  it  take  it  again  ?  Yet  this  was  as  complete  a  private 
right  as  any  freehold  estate.  The  way  of  dealing  here  had 
bwn  very  extraordinary,  and  different  from  what  took  place 
in  other  cases.  Some  said,  that  no  pecuniary  compensation 
should  be  granted  for  rights  of  this  sort.  All  he  would  say 
was,  that  parliament  had  in  several  instances  decided  other- 
wise. It  was  cruel  to  say,  that  after  a  bargain  had  been  con- 
duded,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  where  there  was  a  total  misap* 
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prehension  of  the  value  of  the  article,  and  a  great  reluctance  * 
on  one  side,  a  door  should  not  be  left  open  for  further  cons»> 
deration.  They  said,  that  parliament  could  take  measures  to 
cut  down  these  rights.  But  it  had  no  right  to  take  such  meap- 
sures,  .  Inhere  was  a  surplus  revenue  from  the  island^  and 
from  this  the  compensation  was  proposed  to  be  paid.  It  was 
said  that  the  noble  duke  was  anxious  to  have  the  sovereignty 
restored.  He  had  heard  nothing  of  this,  but  he  was  anxious 
tb  have  a  fair  compensation  for  his  pecuniary  loss,  aad  to  this 
he  was  entitled  on  every  principle  of  justice  and  equity. 

Sir  William  Toungy  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  dis- 
cus:»ion  on  a  petition  presented  from  the  inhabitants  of  Man 
about  twenty  years  ago  to  the  house,  thought  he  could  furnish 
the  house  with  some  lights  on  the  subject.  That  petition 
stated,  that  one  l^alf  of  those  who  were  formerly  engaged  in 
the  contraband  trade  had  emigrated  to  America,  and  the 
Other  half*  had  resorted  to  the  fishery  for  support.  Of  thirty- 
two  thousand  inhabitants  which  the  island  contained,  there 
were  throe  thousand  employed  on  the  seas,  being  a  greater 
number  bj[.  ^bl^-l^died  men  in  proportion  to  the  population 
olthe  islaud,  than  any  other  part  of  the  united  exhpire  afibrd* 
cd  for  his .  majesty's,  navy.  The  ancestor  of  'the  Doke  of 
Athol  had  farmed  the  revenue  o^the  island  to  a  merchant  of 
Liverpool. for  one  thousand  pounds  a  year,  and  the  duke  had 
no  right  to  claim  additional  compensation  in  consequence  of 
the  increase  of  that  revenue  under  the  fostering  cai^  of  the 
British  legislature,  and  from  the  influence  of  the  laws,  the  li- 
berty, and .  the  constitution  of  this  country.  The  whole  re- 
venue of  the  island  had  been  the  year  before  last  11,683!. } 
the  expences  of  salaries,  &c.  was  4942I.  the  amount  of  boun- 
ties on  xht  exportation  of  herrings  was  400  il.  to  which  was  to 
be  added  2cool.  the  amount  of  bounties  withheld  on  red  her- 
rings exported  to  the  Mediterranean,  a  considerable  branch 
of  the  trade  of  the  island  *,  thus  the  expenditure  woukl  be 
io,94^L  out  of  a  revenue  of  11,6831.  It  was  not  ri^, 
therefore,  to  put  the  Duke  of  Athol  in  a  situation  that  m^otfld 
naake  it  his  interest  to  subtract  from  the  bounties  for  the  e^ 
couragement  of  the  fishery,  in  order  to  render  the  surplus  of 
the  revenue  adequate  to  his  compensation.  If  any  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  given,  which  he  had  not  argued,  it  ought  to  be 
given  from  the  public  purse. 

Mn  D.  Giddy  followed  on  the  same  side,  and  argued,  that 
the  compensation,  if  any  ought  to  be  granted,  (the  contrary  to 
which  he  maintained^)  should  be  granted  from  the  public 
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purse.    If  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  public  advantages  de- 
rived from  the  transaction,  that  the  compensation  was  de- 
man<|ed>  it  was  but  just  the  public  should  pay.     If  a  pension 
were  to  be  given  to  any  individual  £or  public  services,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  make  a  particular  parish  supply  the  income. 
.   Mr.  Kinnaird  supported  the  claim  of  the  noble  duke.     He 
observed  that  the  objections  to  that  claim  had  been  directed 
rather  against  the  manner  than  the  matter  of  it.     Gentlemdi 
treated  this  as  an  hardship  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of 
Man ;  that  was  no  more  matter  of  objection  than  the  prac- 
tice of  granting  to  persons  in  this  country  pensions  upon  the 
Irish  establishment}  a  practice  which  was  common,  and  not 
objected  to.     He  thought  the  former  bargain  between  go- 
vernment and  the  Duke  of  Athol  in  1765,  wbcns  seventy 
thousand  pounds  were  allowed,  extremely  hard  upox^  the 
noble  duke.     In  point  of  fact,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
island  was  his  sole  property,  and  he  was  the  sole  legislatoi; 
akaoftbe  island,  at  least  he  possessed  abso 
revenue,  and  he  had  a  right  to  the  enjoym 
iti$  ^rplus,  as  much  as  our  sovereign  has  t< 
wbicjh  the  duke  gave  up ;  nor  had  the  ] 
the  nKans  of' resisting  the  hard  bargain 
l^  t^Qrefore  a  claim  on  the  justice  ai 
hpi^e.'*  A^  to  the  opinion  which  the  at 
given  -on  this  subject  adverse  to  the  claim 
it  was  observable  that  learned  gentleman  did  not  attend  to 
support  that  opinion,  and  it  was  therefore  fur  to  infer  he  had 
chiuaged  it.    With  regard  to  the  length  of  time  which  had 
claps^  since  the  agreement  was  made  \  to  make  use  of  that 
^B  an  argument  against  altering  it  now,  was  really  the  most 
iinjii^t  and  pernicious  mode  of  reasoning  that  could  be  adopt- 
ed in  pjirliament  \  for  it  was  making  government  say  this — 
Wc:,wiil  resist  your  ctaim  for  forty  years,'and  at  the  end  of  it 
te){  your  that  your  claim  is  barred  by  length  of  time,, and  that 
too  ixkr  a  case  in  which  we  are  both  party  and  judge !     For 
these- ^d  other  reasons  he  supported  die  motion  for  entering 
into  an  investigation  of  the  claim  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house. 

Mr.  Johnstone  felt  it  extremely  unpleasant ,  to  oppose  tlu? 
claims  of  an  individual  so  distinguished  as  the  nabiedulcef 
but  he  had  a  paramount  duty  td  perform.  He  never  voted 
awayapy  of  the  money  of  the  public,  but  under  circuxnr 
stances.  in  which  he  would  consent  to  eive  away  his  owii« 
In  this  casei:upon  a  full  view  of  %  he  did  not  think  himself 
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jtujtjfied  in  assentingy  on  the  tontraxy  he  thought  hunself 
called  upon  to  oppose  the  claim  of  the  noble  duke. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  averse  to  the  granting  any  thing  further 
by  way  of  compensation  to  the  noble  duke>  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  settled  forty  years  ago,  and  that  the  opinions 
pf  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  were  decidedly  agsiinst  the 
daim  of  the  noble  duke. 

LoriHenniker  thought  the  house  had  a  right  at  all  timed 
to  correct  errors  as  they  appeared,  let  them  be  of  ever  so  long^ 
standing  \  and  under  all  the  circumstancesi  he  did  in  his  con- 
science think  the  Duke  of  Athol  entitled  to  compensation  j  as 
to  the  amount,  that  was  a  matter  to  be  settled  by  the  commit* 
tec. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  decidedly  against  any  fmrther  corn- 
pension  whatever. 

Mr>  Windham  wished  to  record  his  sehtiments  tipon  the 
^l3$ect«  The  burthen  of  proof  was  on  those  who  suppiorted 
^s  claim.  "He"  contended  that  there  was  no  compulsion 
npon  th6  XMkt  bf  Athol  to  assent  to  the  terms  he  agreed  to 
m.ti^*y^'  ri6^.  Not  a  word  was  heard  ag^nst  this  bsu^ 
gain  foir  i^ehty-fii^  yea^  together,  therefore  there  was  rio 
presumption  that  it  was  improperly  made.  It  was-  said,  that 
if  the  Duke  of  Athol  had  not  taken  what  was  offered  to  htoi 
by  government,  be  wotild  have  had  nothing;  true,  but  thte  hi^ 
would  have  hac)  his  estate,  for  he  was  not  bound  to^pitft  ^m 
it,  as  the  proprietors  of  estates,  houses,  &e.  are  oUf^  todo 
in  the  case  of  every  road  or  canal  bill,  your  wetidddts  and.  the 
like,  where  the  commissioners  said,  we  must  ^ave  your  pnU 
perty  at  all  events,  and  you  shall  have  for  it  only  trkat  we 
offer,  or  what  a  iury  will  give  yon,  but  the  prppc?tr'yott 
shall  not  keep.  The  noble  duke  might  have  kept  hisr;  -there 
was  tjierefore  ho  compulsion.  He  did  not  say  the  ^tt%  given 
was  equivalent  fbr  the  rtgalitics  and  honours  which  beiofuged 
fo  the  Duke  erf  Athd,  but  if  he  chose  to  barter  thetxY  W 
mc^ey,  hei^hould  not  afterwards  fix  a  higher  pecuniary 'Vaiua 
<5ii  thexn.  That  money  was  the  object  was  dcarj^fei*  the 
noUe  duke  did  not  say  give  back  my  thles  and  niy  honoi^lrSi 
but  give  more  money,  therefore  he  did  not  see  that  the  house 
ought  to  fecf  any  sympathy  with  the  noble  duke  for  the  aris- 
tocracy of  this  case,  ^r  it  was  a  mere  questidn  of  pecuniary 
cbnsitkrati^on :  and  as  to  the  value  of  the  revenues^  of  the  Isle 
of  Man,  the  answer  was,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  island  was 
what  parliament  its^  had  created  by  its  laws  and  regulations  ( 
smd  now  it  Was  a^ked  of  parliament  to  grant  to  the  Duke  of 

X  X  a  Athol 
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Atbol  a  sum  of  money  on  account  of  the  prosperity  which 
they  had  themselves  procured  to  the  country.  He  considered 
the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general,  as  gi^en  in  the  report  of 
Az^  learned  gentleman,  of  great  weight  in  this  case,  as  hos- 
tile to  the  claim  of  the  noble  duke ;  it  must  be  taken  that  the 
learned  gentleman  retained  that  <ypinion,  at  least  the  house 
had  some  reason  to  lament  he  did  not  attend'  to  support  hid 
former  opinion,  or  to  announce  his  conversion^  He  thought 
that  if  this  claim  was  granted,  there  would  bbr  niO'end  of  ap-' 
plications  h>  parliament  on  this  subject,  because  the  prhiciplc 
would  be  established,  that  the  Dufee  of  Athol's  faniily  had  a' 
right  to  compensation  in  proportion  as  the  prosperity  of  thd 
Isle  of  Man  increased,  so  it  would  be  for  ever  growing  with 
our  growth,  strengthening  with  our  strength.  He  relcited  a 
story  of  a  man  and  a  cat  tied  at  each  end  of  a  rope^  and 
thrown  nito  the  water,  and  it  was  said  that  the  aversion  of 
the  cat  to  that  element  was  such,  that  her  exertions  h&ng-- 
proportionate  to  her  aversion,  she  kept  herself  abdveb,  ancb 
the  man  below  it.  In  the  present  case,  the  mrersion'of  one 
party  to  what  was  called  a  bad  bargain  would  credtje'exdnoru 
dmary  exertion,  hor  could  there  be  wanting  some  assistantv 
for  that  purpose,  so  that  the  stronger  body  of  the  miM  Aould 
be  kept  under^  and  drawn  through  the  water.  He  did  not 
^y,  or  nlean  to  insinuate  that  this  matter'  app^n5d  to  those 
who  supported  it  as  a  job ;  if  it  did,  they  would  not  support 
it^  he  was  assured  $  but  it  had  that  appearance  to  him. 
.  Mr.  Sheridan  said  he  had  listened  with  attention  to  his 
friends  who  bad  opposed  the  claim  <^  the  Duke  of  Athol, 
imder  some  apprehensicm  they  might  change  his  opinion 
upon  that  subject  \  but  instead  of  doing  so,  they  had  each  in 
his  turn  confirmed  him  in  that  opinion.  He  did  not  think 
hit  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  enriched  his 
speech  that  night  so  much  as  he  usually  did  by  lively,  sallies 
fk'vrh  and'  sprightly  eloquence.  He  did  not  think  much  of 
ihe  «tory  of 'the  cat  tied  at  one  end  of  the  rope,  aiid  the  matt 
at  the  other,  unless  for  the  mere  pun  on  the  I^^f -Mm ; -k 
reminded  him,  however,  of  the  exertions  of  hid  hta^  friettd* 
with  regard  to  their  pulling  at  the  end  of  the  rop^  against  the' 
claim  of  the*  noble  duke,  tor  it  certainly  was  *^  a  long  pull,  a 
strong  pull,  and  a  pull  all  together .''  He  suspected,  indeed* 
from  the  manner  in  which  his  hon.  fiends  had  opposed  this 
claim,  that  they  had  not  given  themselves  the  trouble 
of  reading  it,  which  reminded  him  of  a  learned  friend  of 
Ms,  who  was  once  attorney-generali  although  he  usually 

voted 
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voted  on  the  opposition  side  of  the^hotise^  who  had  spoken 
to  him  of  the  peace  after  the  American  war,  and  repro- 
bated it  in  the  most  severe  manner.  •  <^  What  do  you  think 
of  the  7tb  article  ?  Have  you  read  that  ?"  said  I.  ^  No,** 
3aid  he,  *^  I  do  not  think  that  any  part  of  it  is  fit  to  be  read.*' 
So  here  his  hon.  friends  did  think  the  claim  of  the  Duke  of 
Athol  was  not  fit  to  be  read,  otherwise  it  wa&  to  him  mani* 
ftst  they  would  not  oppose  it  as  thev  d^.  He  considered  the 
letters. of  Mr«  Hamcnersley,  and  oi  the  late  Duke  of  Athol^'^ 
as  conclusive  evidence  that  seventy  thousand  pounds  was  not 
then  considered  as  a  sufficient  compensation.'  .hx  his  letter  to 
Lord  J^ansfield,  requesting  his  ^lordship's  advice,  be  sent  ,a 
detailed  estimate  of  the  losses  at  six  hundred  and  twenty  thofr* 
sand  pounds*  It  could  not  be  presumed  that  he  would  b^mc 
sent  such  estimate,  if  it  had  been  evidently  and  most  ridicu«- 
fously  OTCr  thervakia  Neither  did  Lord  Mansfield  appear  to 
consider  it  ao*  As  to  the  value  of  the  royalties,  it  shouki  be 
recollected  at  what  a  very  high  rate  the  heritable  jurisdictions 
in  ScMland  weie  purchased  <up*  Near  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ihou$and'poftnd^  had  been  given  to  purchase  •that  which  m 
inoome  doea  not  exceed  eight  hundred  pounds  per  amuiioV 
and  Ut  that  time  the  Duke  of  Argyle  received  twent]Mne 
thousand  |>ounds,  for  what  did  not  really  bring  in  monoyi 
more  than  twenty^eight  pounds  per  annum.  The  duke,  bad 
not  let  his  claims  sleep  in  silence,  but  had  urged-  thom^to  paa:^ 
liament  in  several  bilb  that  hdd  been  proposed  since ,  the  re* 
vestment.  Upon  the  wholes  so  far  from,  conaidtering  it  to  be 
(as  some  gentlemen  termed  it)  an  infamous  ^nd  scandalous 
job,  he  considered  it  a  claim  that  rested. OD  strict  justice^  and 
was  supported  by  the  clearest  evidence;  he  therefore  felt  it  his 

duty,  as  a  meoiber  of  that  house^  to  support  it 

Mrm  WUberf$rce  begged  .the  house  seriously  ..to  consider 
that  ihic  (weseDti  demand  was  not  so  much  upon  i  the  revenues 
cf  the  Isleiof  Mao>  as,  upon  the  consolidated  fund  of  <yreat 
Britain  and^themo^iey.of  their  constituents.  He  ridicukd 
the  estimate  of  >  6a9y90ol«  sent  in  by  the  late  Duke  of  Athoi, 
9nd  said  it' wovdd  seem  as  if  his  grace  had  considered  the  so* 
TeKignty  of  the  I$Ie  of  Man  as  something  nearly  equivalent 
in.vadueto.thecrown  of  Poland,  which  was  estimated  at  a 
million  in  the  following  lines, 

♦*  The  crown  of  Poland,  venal  twice  an  age,s 
*'  To  juat  a  million  stints  the  modest  gage.'* 

He  then  read  extracts  of  letters  from  both  the  Duke  and 
Ducheift  ^  Athol  (the  duchess  being  the  heiress  of  the  island) 

'in 
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in  which  they  both  consider  seventy  th^usamd  (kninds  as  & 
full  equivalent  for  what  they  were  going  to  lose.  He  pod* 
tively  denied  that  any  committee  had  as  vet  reported  in  &• 
vour  of  the  duke's  claim,  and  he  thought  if  it  was  now  grant«> 
ed  it  would  be  a  precedent  to  that  fainily  to  come  agaiii  at  a 
future  time,  and  demand  still  farther  compensation. 

Mr.  Barham  thought  it  extremely  improper  to  give  the 
name  o^  an  infamou&job  to  a  measure  that  anv  c^nstderafde 
'  number  of  members  m  that  house  might  thinjc  it  their  dutj 
to  support.  If  even  the  charge  was  consistent  witSi  truth,  it 
was  language  not  consistent  with  good  manners.  He  then 
entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  claim  of  his  graccj  which 
Jie  strongly  supported. 

Mr.  Curwen  replied  to  the  different  arguments  that  had 

been  advanced  in  favour  of  the  motion;  after  which  the 

house  being  very  loud  for  the  questimii  a  division  took 

place :  ,  ,  - 

Ayes,        -        95  Noe^,        -        38    '  \ 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  Athol  petition^        —%*}       ]\ 

While  strangers  were  excluded,  the  Chancellor  o^'thet^* 
chequer  brought  down  a  message  firom  his  majesty  (^or. 
which  see  the  house  of  lords).  As  soon  as  the  message  Wat 
read  froA  the  chair. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  gave  notice,  that  he  shoul4 
move  on  Friday  next,  that  his  majesty's  most  gracious  mes* 
sage  be  referred  to  ji  committee  of  supply,  not  imagining  that 
on  that  day  it  would  provoke  much  debate,  as  the  subject 
matter  of  the  message  was  likely  to  occupy  much  of  the  next 
day's  discussion. 

Mr.  Fox  was  ready  to  allow  that  much  of  what  the  mes^ 
sage  referred  to  might  very  likely  come  under  discussion  the 
qext  day,  but  still  not  so  entirely  and  distinctly  as  when  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  intended  more  immediatd^  to  submit 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  house.  It  was  therefore  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  more  proper  moment  for  entering  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  message,  would  be  on  the  motion  that  the  speaker 
do  leave  the  chair.— ^Adjourned  at  one  o'clock  in  the  mom« 

*»g-  *  , 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  20. 

Counsel  were  further  hesu-d  in  the  committee  of  privileges  * 
relative  to  the  claim  of  Sir  Cecil  Bishop  to  the  barony  oi' 
Zouch*  ^ 

•    The 
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The  lotteiy  lnll>  the  militia  pay  and  clothing  bill,  the  mi- 
litia adjutaht&\billt>  the  militia  subalterns'  bill,  and  some  other 
bills^  T^e  read  athii'd  time  and  passed.;  as  was  also  the  Irish 
commissioners'  bill,,  after  a  few  observations  from  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk  relative  to  the  barrack  department  in  Ireland  and  this 
country. 

,  ,'The  turnpike  act  amendm^t  bill  was  also  read  a  third  time 
and^passedi  after  leaving  out,  on  the  nvotion  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  the  dause  which  gave  the  whole  penalty  %o  be  applied 
to  the  repairs  of  the  road. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  presented  a  petition  from  the  church- 
wardens and  inhabitants  of  St.  Pancras  against  the  St.  Pancras 
lMK)r  bill:  but  in  consequence  of  seme  informality  it  was 
vithdrawni  £otr  the  purpose  of  being  presented  a^in  the 
next  day- 

HIS  MAJES1M*S   MESSAGE. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  his  ma- 
jesty's^ gi^cious  communicatipn.  of  the  preceding  day  beings 

.,  itora  Afulgrave  rose,  and  stated  that  in  making  the  motion 
wtiich  he  should  have  the  honour  of  submitting*to  the  house, 
for'anliumble  address  to  his  majesty  on  his  most  gracious 
lyessage,  it- would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  trouble  thfir 
lordships  with  a  single  preliminary  observation.     It  was  no% 
his  wish  to  firame  the  address  in  such  a  manner  as  to  convey 
a  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  house  to  apj 
mode  of  proceeding  which  might  be  » 
confine  it  to  an  expression,  which,  he 
one.  of  their  lordships  felt,  of  their  readi 
measures  as  might  be  calculated  to  pres 
safety  of  the  country,  and  be  conducive  t 
oif  Europe,     As  he  was  not  aware  that 
be  made  to  siich  a  motion,  he  should  iio 
any  argument  which  it  might  be  possil 
but  if  it  ^lould  be  objected  to  he  sboulc 
to  say  till  he  heard  the  nature  of  the  obje 
moved.  That  an  humble  address  be  pre 
begging  that  his  majesty  would  be  please 
of  that  house  for  jijs  most  gracious  message,  and  assuring  his 
majesty  of  the  cordial  support  of  that  house,  in  enabling  his 
majesty  to  adopt  such  steps  as  might  be  best  calculated  for  the 
safety  of  this  country  and  the  general  interests  of.  Europe.-^ 
The  question  being  put, 

A       ,  The 
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.  T1>e  i?/7r/  dfCarjsfort  said  it  would  be  iti  the-recoUection  of 
their  lordships,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  it 
was  stated  in  his  majesty's  speech  that  negotiations  were 
going  on  betweetli  this  comitry  and  some  of  the  cohtinental 
powers,  particufarly  Russia.  Six  monchs  had  elapsed  since 
that  period,  and  the  only  result  was  the  presort  message»  by  • 
which  it  appeared  that  nothing  with  respect  to  this  subject 
had  yet  been  brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  message  he  un- 
derstood to  be  intended  as  the  foundation  of  a  vote  of  credit, 
and  of  a  larger  vote  than  any  that  had  hitherto  been  demand* 
ed.  He  was  authorised  to  say  this,  and  that  the  vote  now 
asked  for  was  no  less  than  the  enormous  sum  of  five  millions  ; 
and  this  too  without  its  being  known  to  parliament  whether 
his  majesty^s  ministers  had  taken  any  stepa  to  ^ecisre  conti* 
nental  cbnnexions,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war  i 
or  whether  they  had  done  any  thing  for  the  purpose  of  lead-  • 
ing  to  a  negotiation  for  pe^te;  or  what  pcogrrse  they  JvtfL- 
made  to\^'ards  either  of  these  purjtoses. '  In  coilsMferin^thid  • 
subject,  he  could  nqj.  avoid  looking  at  the  cbndbct  of  miots^ertt 
f6r  a  few  years  past.  It  seemed  -to  ivave  fedsn.  the;  |>Qiicy :  loB 
th^  l^te  ministers  to  separate  this  countpy  aitioely)fir|Qm  Ao; 
cQtit'i^lidm,  a  policy  which  they  brought.  tnF;^hcaP'lni i. its  fcfUt 
extent,  by  means  of  the  peace  of  Amiens..  \  %i  that. treaty 
they  completely  abandoned  the  continent  to  its  ftte.  He  re-* 
joic^d  he  Was  among  those  who  warned  the  house*  at  that  time 
of^the  dang^ous  consequences  of  that  t»aty»  to  which  the 
eyes  of  the  house  were  now  open.  Not- content  Vith  thus 
abandoning  the  continent,  the  ministers  of  that  day  gave  up 
the  pledges  which  they  held  in  their  hands  for  the.  faithfiil 
conduct  of  the' enemy,  appearing  to  consider  that  as  a  peace 
which  it  was  evident  could  only  be  donsiderod  as  a  fearful 
truce.  Had  those  pledges  remained  in  our  handst  he  con- 
tended that  we  should  either  have  had  some  security  far  the 
peace  being  maintained,  or  that  we  shooid  have^begun^a  war 
^ith'  greater  advantages,  having  those  p/accs  in  ?fliut.  hands 
whidi  we  ctiuld  not  now  gain  possession  dfiwithoot a.  great 
sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure.  War,  howeveiv  mod  mr* 
wards  commenced,  and  endeavours  had  since  beeto'  made  to 
obtain  continental  co-operation;  but  when  a  large  vote -of 
credit  was  asked  for,  and  confidence  demanded  for  his  nia)esty!s 
ministers,  he  would  ask* what  was  our  situation  now»  compaml 
with  the  commencement  of  the  war  i  has  it  not,  instead  of 
better,  been  rendered  worse  i  At  the  commencement  of  the 
war  our  fleets  were  triumphant  in  every  sca^  and  all  the 

fuemy^i 
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enemy's  fleets  were  in  a  state  t»f  blockade ;  and  it  was  boasted 
tiiat  we  had  a  military  force  of -7  or  800,000  men.  What^ 
however,  was  How  the  case?  The  enemy's  fleets  were  tri- 
umphant in  every  sea;  they  sailed  without  molestation,  car- 
ried terror  and  dismay  to  our  foreign  posscssipns^  and  returned 
without  the  slightest  molestation*  With  our  army,  also,  we 
had  done  nothing ;  not  only  were  the  enemy's  possessions  not 
injured,  but  no  attempt  whatever  had  been  made  upon  any 
part  of  them,  whilst  the  menace  of  invasion  was  brought  home 
to  our  ovm  doors.  IVasit  therefore  surprising  that  he  should 
refuse  to  repose  confidence  in  ministers  under  whom  the 
country  had  been  brought  into  such  a  situation  ?  It  was  pe- 
culiarly the  province  of  parliament  to  watch  over  the  conduct 
of  his  majesty's  ministers.  Their  lordships,  in  particular,  were 
his  m^esty's  hereditary  counsellors,  and  nothing  could  be 
more  desirable  it  the  present  crisis  than  the  advice  of  that 
house  and  of  parliament.  Instances  were  not  .wanting  where 
the  kinfi^  had  comimunicated  to  parliament  the  progress  of  a 
negotiation  ¥rith  the  continental  powers.  In  the  reign  of 
William  III.  partiaament  took  upon  itself  to  advise  his  majesty 
Wkh  rstpcct  eo  negotiation  with  certain  powers  on  the  conti* 
oent,  and  bis  majesty^  in  reply,  promised  to  communicate  to 
parliament  the  state  and  progress  of  such  negotiation.  $uch 
a  practice  was  not  therefore  new,  and  something  eUc,  was 
wanting  in  the  present  instance,  before  he  could  agr^,tppla^e 
that  unlimited  confidence  in  ministers  which  they  ;&eemed.to' 
require.  Nothing  could  be  conceived  to  be  moreproperj, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  than  .that  the 
advice  of  parliament  should  be  taken  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  ministers  should  act  under  that  advice.  With  this  view 
ke  should  move  as  an  amendment  to  the -motion  of  the  noble 
lord  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  (he  word  me^ge,  and 
to  insert  a  prayer  that  his  mi^esty  would  be  pleased  tiot  topro- 
rtgme  Mi  pii^iamagtf  until  he  shoulcUbe  enabled  to  make  some 
communication  resprcting  our  relations  with,  the  powers  of 
the  continMit,  and  aba  with  respe^^  to  his  views  and  prospects 
in  the  CHttestiw  which  wa  nre  at  present  engaged.      * 

JLord  Jifmignmef  not  haviog  had  any  intimation  of  tne  na- 
ture of  the  motion,  which  the  noble  lord  intended  to  make, 
wit  not  much  pimared  to  answer  the  points  which  the  noble 
lord  had  urged.  ■  He  ooukl  not  however  discover  that  tUe  to- 
pics touched  upon  in  the  noUe  lord's  speech  had.  much  con- 
siection  with  the  motion  with  which  he  had  concluded.  He 
certainly  should  not  follow  the  noble  lord  over  the  wide  fida 
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of  discussion  which  he  had  chosen  ;  nor  did  he  now  think  it 
necessary  to  discuss  the  merits  of  thq  treaty  of  Amiens.  The 
noble  lord  had  however  alluded  to  our  army  and  navy,  and 
upon  these  topics  he  should  say  a  few  words-  With  respect 
to  the  army,  in  the  course  of  the  last  sixteen  months,  no  less 
than  37,000  men  had  been  added  to  our  disposable  |brce»  and 
17,000  men  had  been  sent  to  our  foreign  possessions.  No 
charge  therefore  wliatcver  could  in  any  fairness  lie  against  mi* 
nisters  for  not  taking  every  means  of  providing  for  the  defence 
of  our  foreign  possessions.  As  to  our  navy,  we  had  now  93 
ships  of  the  line  in  commission,  exclusive  of  12  fifty  gun 
ships,  whilst  the  number  of  ships  of  the  line  of  the  eneujy^ 
including  the  Spanish  and  Dutch,  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  81.  Our  force  therefore  of  this  description  was  fully 
equal  to  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  wanted.  As  to  the 
enemy's  fleets  getting  out  of  their  ports  it  was'  not  to  be  sup- 
posed for  a 'moment  that  wc  could  at  all  times  and.uBd9r,aU 
circumstances  prevent  that^  but  no  sooner  wa?  the  sailing ^of 
the  enemy's  fleets  known  than  orders  were  immediately  nvon^ 
and  squadrons  were  in  readiness  to  pursue  them.  .He  taliauc? 
ed  under  so  severe  an  indisjposition,  that  he  cpuI4  sqirci;ly  a$^ 
3ress  their  lordships,  but  lie  was  anxious  to  state  that  the 
negotiation  between  his  majesty  and '  the  continental  powert 
was  hot  brought  to  that  conclusion  which  could  allow  of  any 
Communication  being  made  to-  that  house.  His  lordship^s  in- 
disposition increasing,  hQ  was  compelled  to  apologize  to  the 
house  and  sit  down.    ^ 

Lonl  Hawkeshury  trusted,  he  said,  their  lordship?  w;ould  ex- 
cuse him  in  addressing  them,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
indisposition  of  his  noble  friend.  It  did  not  appear  to.  him 
that  any  one  substantial  reason  had  been  urged  by  the  noble 
lord  on  the  other  side,  why  the  amendment  wtiich  he  ba4 
moved'  isHoulcl  be  adopted.  He  should  not  attempt  to  fpllowr 
the  noble,  lord  over  all  the  topics  which  he  had  urged  yhsat 
9s  the  noble  lord  had  alluded  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  he 
CPuTd  not  suffer  that  to  pass  by  without  some  observation,  tc 
w^  certJ^inly  by  no  means  the  fact  that  the  ministry  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act  t)poQ  that  ojpcasion,  ever  ha4 
the  least  idea  of  a'.iandoning  all  thoughts  of  continental  coiH 
nections  by  signing  that  treaty.  The  fate  of  the  continent 
was  not  decided  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  but  by  the  treaty 
of  Luneviile.  After  the  signature  of  the  latter  treaty  it  wa^ 
« so  evident  that  nothing  could  be  done  on  the  continent,  that 
it  was  thought  the  wisest  policy  to  sign  the  treaty  of  Axnienst 
••••'■  U| 
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in  order  to  givp  this  country  time  to  recruit  its  resources,  so 
that  we  might  afterwards  with  greater  efficacy  co-operate  with 
the  powers  of  the  continent,  when  they^  also  should  have,  in 
some  measure,  recovered,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  would 
prove  whether  or  nut  peace  could  be  maintained  with  France^ 
which  without  that  experiment  could  not  have  l>een  ascertain- 
ed. With  these  views  that  treaty  was  made,  and  he  still  con* 
tended  for  their  justice  and  expediency.  With  respect  to  the 
motion  of  his  noble  friend,  it  appeared  to  him  to  grow  out  of 
^hc  address  presented  by  that  house  to  his  majesty  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session^  and  to  pledge  the  house  to  nothing  more 
than  they  then  pledged  themselves  to.  His  majesty  then  com- 
municated that  negotiations  were  going  on  between  his  majes- 
ty and  certain  continental  powers,  particularly  Russia.  Hii 
majesty  now  communicated  that  those  negotiations  had  not 
yet  been  brought  to  that  result  which  he  could  communicate 
to  the  li'onse.  The  address  only  went  to  pledge  the  house  td 
a  continuatiort'  of  that  concurrence,  to  enable  his  majesty  to 
ts^ke  siich.ipeasures,  and  enter  into  such  engagements  as  the  cxi- 
^ncies  of  afi^irs  might  require*  The  message  besides  was  a  usu- 
al measiiVe  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  session,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding  upon  it  a  vote  of  credit  to  enable  his  majesty 
to  take  advantage  of  whatever  circumstances  might  arise  in  the 
course  of  the  i*ecess,  or  to  meet  Unexpected  contingencies, 
which  vote  of  credit,  if  agreed  to  by  the  other  house,  would  conic 
np  to  their  lordships  for  their  approbatibn  in  the  appropriation 
act.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  therefore,  he  could  not 
conceive'  any  objection  to  the  address,  nor  in  his  mind  had 
any  yet  been  urged  which  was  at  all  solid  or  substantial.  He 
called  upon  theS  lordships'  to  place  a  confidence  in  his  majcs^ 
ty's  ministers,  on  the  fair  ground  of  exertions  made  in  the  ptib-  ' 
Kc  service,  dnd  he  trusted  the  house  would  agree  to  the  motion 
i^  his  noble  friend. 

The  EarlJdf  Carlisle  considered  the  am^cndment  proposed 
bv  his  noble  friend  o^  so  simple  a  nature,  that  he  th(5iight'  therfc 
^6uld  be  nb  hesitirion  in  agreeing  to  it,  as  it  merely  proposed 
to  ask'life' majesty  to  suflSr  parliament  to  continue  sittihg  for 
ddii^c  time  tetigen  in  order  that* they  might  have  the  informal 
flotf  constitutionally  given  to  them  of  the  result  of  the  negoir- 
flfitfits  ifr^h  th^  continaAtal  powers.  This  was,  he  conceived, 
hv  ttianV  views  of  the  subject,  to  be  considered  as  the  riglit 
in^e  of  acting.  It'  could  not  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that 
lie  could  be  so  absurd  as  to  require  information  relative  to  the 
«i<goriation  whilst  it  was  depending^;  all  he  wished  was,  that 
Ilistea4  pf  being  prorogued,  parliament  might  be  allowed  to 

T  y  2  adjourn^ 
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adjourpy  in  order  that  a  comiminicatton  of  iJac  result  of  the 
vegotLition  now  dependingi  might  <  be  made  to  it  as  soon  as 
pc^ible  after  3uch  informatioxi  had  beeaxeoeived.  Jt  was  well 
known  to  what  purposca  information  upon  similar  subjects 
might  be  turned  in  this  CQuntryi  and  it -was  therefore  highly 
desirable,  in  that  point  of  view,  tiiat  the  information  upon  thb 
subject,  when  received,  should  be  commntkicated  to  parltBi* 
ment  and  the  public  with  all  possible  dispatch.  The  state  of 
Ireland  .also^^vas  another  material  consideratioo,  although^ 
thank  God,  nothing  serious  liad  followed  the  agitation  .of  the 
catholic  claims,  if  the  amendment  of  his  n^e  firiend  was 
agreed  to,  there  would  tlien  also  be  no  joiecessity  for  the  bill 
which  the  noble  secretary  of  state  had  signified  his  intention 
p^  bring  in,  and  which,  perhaps,  might  not  pass  the  house  of 
commpn$,for  continuing  the  effect  of  die  proceedings  relative  to 
Mr.  Justice  Fox  to  the  next  session,,  asthep might  then  becon«> 
tjnued  by  adjournment,  without  the  necessdty.of  any  trill  of 
that  nature,  TJbe  amendment  proposed  by  hii  noble  friend 
j^ight  be  a  novel  measure,  but  it^was€3Bedibnby*the  obvolcy 
fii,  our  situation.  He  di<l  not  mean'to.imputedn^Jiianketo 
fiut^tpr^is  on  account  of  .the^ssiling^Qf  the  encmfs  floetsv^bttt 
4^  iWas;  unfortunate,  and  still  nsore  Iso  that  wts^ovddiiaiveii^ 
in^Uig|Qn(ce  of  their  course,  and  that*  hi^  m^csty's  ministers 
/(hpi)ld  be  entirely  ignorant  of  jtheir  desCination.'^  He  ha4 
heard,*  however,  rumoius  upon  this  subject,  wfaith  he  hoped 
^<he' noble  lord  whom  he  now  saw  for.  the  first  time  in  his 
fJocej  j(Lord  Barham,)  would  contradict.  He  had  heard  it  ro» 
fcaoUiTcd  that  vessels  had  been  given  what  was  considered  as  the 
,be^  cruisiog.ground,  without  reference  to  cheir  stations,  when 
;they  ought  to  l:^ve  been  employed  in  watching  the  enemy.  He 
ipped,  however,  that  this  rumour  would  be  contradicted  by 
the  nqble  lord  to  whom  be  had  alluded^  and  declared  to  be,  as 
very  probably  it  was,  entirely  destitute  of  ftandatiooi  •  Witk 
f  ^pegt,.  bojvvi^ver,  to  what  had  been  stahxl-fay  tfae^nDblelorH 
}i$^if>,  the  nuns^er  of  our  ships  of  tilie  hnvhebeUevdd  k  wooli 
heifound  that  only  three  additional  ships  of  the ihufttreM  pdt 
j^o.  commission  during  the  last  .year.  Wich^redp^'toth^ 
.aiffxny,  he  admitted  that  the  draughts  fcom:thei»iiiitu4ad:be6iL 
^f  use,  butv^riththe  exception  of  this. measured  what  Iiadboen 
done  to  augment  our  army,  or  increase  oor .disposable  forced 
There  was  still  another  reason  for  agreeing  to  tli«^ani(tlidniefi|t 
4>f  his  noble  friend,  and  that  was  the  dissensions  which  were 
known. to  exist  in  his,majesty*s  cabinet.  Instead  of  bdngteni- 
jployed  in.  considering  how  the  country  was>  to  be-extrieated 
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from  its  dtfficnltiesf  ahiloiC  the  whi4e  ttm^of  mini^tert  wi% 
known  to  be  taken  up  in*  endeavouring  to  reconcile  disputes 
which  were  continually  taking  phace.     These  thi^jjs  we»e  no- 
torious, every  penson  ia>  the  street  talked  of  thcniy  he  could 
not  meet  a  person  in  the  street  thftt  he  knew,  but  he  was  ask- 
ed «ho.*6  in,  and  who's  out  ?  he  could  only  answer  I  d<^*t 
know,  init  the  Rochefort  squadron  have  been  o^t,  have  done 
great  ;Bischief  to  our  West  India  possessions,  and  have  l^tim** 
ed  heme  unmolested ;  the  Toulon  sqnadnon  is  'o^,  and  gone 
God  knows  where,  or  what  mischief  it  mtty  do.-    For  these 
reasons  he  shooki  vote  for  the  amendment  of  his  noble  friend. 
Efori  Camden  conceived  this  to  be  a  mere  usual  proceeding 
arith  rcapect  to  a  vote  of  credit  j  nor  could  he  discover  any  rea«- 
Bon  for  the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  lord.    The  twH> 
^points  which  had  been  chiefly  insisted  upon  by  the  noble  lord 
-who  jmovfid  the  amendment^  and  by  the  noble  lord  who  had 
just  (sat;  doi«n,  related  to  the  army  and  navy.     H  ith  regurd-  t>o 
tkci  &vmon  he  ^ould  confirm  the  statements  of  his  n^bit 
fiiiendy  that  smce  the  >;th  January,  i3o4,  thirty-seven  tfaoim 
eandfroneiiithad.  l^ccn  added  to  our  disposable  force^  and  tl^ 
«stfenteeh  thousand  men>]Kad  been  sent  to  defend  our  foH%ia 
^ssession&r^   Added  to  this  om*  whole  efiective  regular ib^ 
sunountcd  to  274,899  niexl^  which  was  3,000  more  4hAn  the 
greatest  army. we  had  during  the^last  war ;  and  of  these  but  m 
snaall  part  were  limited  in  cheir-^ervice,     Wich  respoctto  the 
navy  his  noble. friend  was  in  an  error,  as  lnsti?ad  of  ^^  there 
were  now  9S  ships  of  the  line  in  actual  searvicai  besides  it^fty 
gun  ships,  whilst  last  year  there- were  only  di;-  Since  htist 
June  170  vesdcls  of  different  descriptions  had  .been  put  mtb 
commission,  whilst  72  had  been  lost,  taken,  or  bi^olttcn  up  «5 
unfit  for  service,  leaving  a  balance  therefoj^  of  near  one  luin^ 
dredvcssriflr  added  to.  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  He  gaVe  these 
details  iosleid.of  tke  noble  lord  who  had  been  called  upon^ 
i>y  the.  noble:  earl,  who  had  just  sat  down,  the  forder  having 
tieen  so  ibostiaotime  in  the  house.  These  fhcts,  h^^ev^,  spoke 
liar  themseh^as  to  the.  exertions  of  his  majesty^s  minister^  ^ 
.nor  could  hrotoit  paying  a  just  tribute  of  applause  taihe  rh-' 
4e&tigaUir  eitertions  of  the  noble  viscount  (Melville):  who 
iately  quitted  tbo  admiralty^  and  who  had  been  unceasingly 
employed,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  in  endeavouring  to 
pl^e  the  navy  upon  that  footing  which  the  exigencies  of  tlie 
country  required.     His  exertions  had  been  followed  up  by 
those  of  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty, 
.vbose  endeavours  were  unremittingly  directed  to  the  same 
.cadf    Having  made  these  statements^  in  answer  to  the  asser- 
tions 
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ttons  made  by  4|ie  noble  lords  on  tfie  other  side,  he  shot^d 
conclude  by  expressing  his  determmation  to  Vote  sgainst  the 
amendment. 

The  EatI  9f  Dnrniey  cotdd  not  agree  in  the  condnsiom 
drawn  by  the  noble  lord  from  his  statements,  nor  in  histleterw 
mination  to  vote  against  the  amendment.  As  to  the  army; 
after  deducting  the  draughts  from  the  militia,  nothing  had 
been  done  to  increase  our  disposable  force,  except  by  -menns  of 
the  additional  force  act,  thr-  only  measure  of  the  present  ad* 
ministration  calculated  for  that  purpose,  and  which,  when  he 
last  addressed  their  lordships  upon  tbcf  subject,  had  produced 
only  30D  men.  With  respect  to  the  number  of  vessels  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  lord  to  have  been  added  to  the  navy,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  prove  to  their  lettiships  upon  a  fortncl^ 
occasioni  and  he  Was  still  of  opinion,  thcit  many  of  those 
which  had  been  purchased  were  nnfk  for  the  purposes  of  the 
public  service.  When,  however,  he  saw  the  "fleets  of  the 
enemy  sailing  in  every  direction,  and  ministers  unable  even  t6 
^ve  a  guess  as  to  their  destinaticm,  he  thou^r  it  impossibfe 
xh^ti  there  could  be  the  least  hesitation  in  a^bedn^to  tl¥e 
amendment  proposed  by  the  noUe  JorcL  The  T6£on  klso 
mei>ttoaed  by  the  nGi>(e  lord  (Carlisle)  as  to  the  dispute 
^d  dissensions-  notoriously  known  to  exist  in  the  cabinet » 
v^as  jyith  him  likewise  a  cogent  reason  for  agreeing  to  the 
aBHmdmei^t. 

The  Earl  of  fVestmorland  had  listened  attentively  to  noble 
Iord&  pn  the  other  side,  but  he  had  been  vmable  to  discover 
any -reason  whatever  for  the  new  and  extraordinary  measure 
which  was  notr  proposed,  namely^  to  interfere  with  the  king*-i 
prerogatifve,  by  praying  his  majesty  not  to  prorogue  his  par^ 
liamctit^  and  until  when  did  noble  Iqrds  wish  that  the  sessioli 
should  bo  cominned  ?  Was-  it  to  be  continued  utotil  they 
should  be  pleased  to  address  his  majesty  to  put  an  end  M  it^ 
or^idthey  mean  that  parliament  should  coiitinueperh^nemly 
sitting?  Certainly  no  substantialf  reason'  had  be^n  alleged 
for  6Q  novel  and  extraordinary  a  measore  ;  neitbei*  had  th^ 
measure  itself  which  was  proposed,  been  stated  in  any  }meli>^ 
giWc  shape*  Noble  lords  had  blan^d  ministers  for  suffering  the 
enemy's  fleets  to  escape,  and  upon  this  subject  he  e«i>ected 
that  a  noble  friend  of  his  in  the  blue  riband  (EtiU^l  Sp^ncef) 
would  rise  to  defend  himself.  ^During  the  period  that  that 
noble  lord- was  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  the  Brest  fleet 
came  out  of  port  and  got  to  Ireland  without  molestation  ;  titci 
Toulon  fleet  got  safe  to  £gypt>  an  expedition  which  gave  oc- 
casion to  the  glorious  victory  gained  on  that  coast' }  so  at  this 
period  the  enemy's  fleets  have  escaped ;  but  as  no  blame  was 

imputable 
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impatable  to  that  noble  lord  vrhen  at  the  head  of  the  admi^ 
ralty  on  account  of  the  escape  of  the  enemy'«  fleets,  so  no  blame 
was  imputable  now.     Bad  weather,  false  intelligence,  and  a 
variety  of  accidents  might  cottbribute  to  drive  off  our  squa- 
drons, or  lead  them  upon  a  false  xhase  and  permit  the  esca^ 
of  the  enemy  3  but  the  xmnnent  that  the  escape  of  thecnc- 
my^s  fleets  was  known,  squadrons  were  dispatched  after 
them.     It  Was  true  the  Rochefort  squadron  had  escaped,  had 
gone  to  the,  Weslladies,  and  come  back  again  without  moles- 
tation i  but  th6'<ircumstances  attendant  upon  this  expedidon, 
proved  the  exertions  and  the  care  of  the  nrinbters  for  the  de- 
fence of  our, distant  possessions.     That  that  squadron  could- 
make  no  impression  upon  any  one  of  our  islands  vrai  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  exceUent  state  of  defence  in  which  ministerv 
had  taken  care  they  should  be  placed.    No  blame  could  be 
uoaputable  to  ministers  «foP  what  was  in  its  nature  unavoidablet 
andwhidi  arose  from  circumstances  that  could  not  be  con-, 
tFoUed^  .  N^  case,  whatever  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  made  out 
^hkb)if<Qj|ld' warrant  so  extraordinary  a  measure  as  that  now 
prop^ed|.q^d>  therefore,  he  should  oppose  the  amendment^' 
Earl  Spanc^  was  in  entbe  igndrance  with  regard  to  tho  db& 
jecta  for  v^hicb  so  large  a  vbte  of  credit  was  Wanred^^  as 
that   which  he  was  aothocized  to  say  would  be  proposed| 
namely,  j,ooo>oool.  but  it  was  that  very  ignorance  which  im 
duced  him  to  oppose  the  motion  for  giving  a  pledge  siidi  fli 
that  demanded  by  the  noUe  secretary  of  state,  a&  he  could 
not  place  confldence  in  those  ministers  by  whom  it  Was  asked^ 
He  declared  he  had  not  confidence  enough  in  his  majesty 'i 
ministers  to  entrust  them  with  the  disposal  of  this  money. 
The  very  circumstance  of  the  enemy's  fleets  having  been  suf- 
fered to  sail  {torn  thor  ports,  without  their  destination  being 
known^  was  a  snflicient  ground  wh^  no  confidence  should  be 
placed  m  them^  On  the  subject  of  the  navy  he  must  My  he  did 
Dot  know  where  blame  lay,  and^  therefore^  he  did  not  impute 
blame  on:  ihalt  account  toany  individual.     With- regard  to  th^ 
roifitary  Sortx^  the  country  expected  a  great  deal  mori^  to  hair« 
been  dcme.  in.  that*  departihent  than  was  done.      Upon  thfc 
wbdej  it  was  impossible  tiot  to  feel  a  strong  suspicion  that 
there  was  no  union  of  sentiment  among  the  members  of 
his  majesty's  governments  and  they  were  for  that  re^on 
undeserving  of  cohfidencc.     On  the  ground,  therefore,  that 
parliament  was  in  a  situation  it  had  never  been  in  before, 
Mod  ,that  a  sum  so   large  as  this  had  n^ver  been   left  to 
the  discretionary  disposal  of  ministers,  he  would   support 
the  amendment  of  the  noble  lord^  which  required  nothing 
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more  than  that  the  king  should  not  prorogue  the  parlia- 
menty  as  long  as  the  government  stood  in  need  of  the  advice 
snd  assMtance  of  the  members  of  that  house,  who  were  the 
Ihcreditary  counsellors  of  the  crowDb 

Lord Harrpwby  contended,  that  the  government  was  justly 
entitled  to  claim  this  confidence.  The  session  <^  parliament 
'  might  be  continued  the  whole  summer,  but  it  might  be  impos- 
miAt  to  do  my  thing  in  that  time.  There  was  hardly  any 
ionner  war,  in  which  u^easures  similar  to  the  present  had  not 
Ifdcxi  proposed  $  and  ther>e  was  no  reason  to  su{^ose  that  the 
negotiations  now  carrying  on  with  Russia  would  iu>t  be 
hronjrht  to  a  speedy  conclusion* 

The  Earl  of  Suffdk  insisted  that  since  the  commencemcDt  of 
this  war,;  ministers  had  not  done  any  one  thing  that  tended  to 
bring  it  to  a  conclusion,  and  the  house  had  a  right  to  call 
them  to  In  acconnt  for  their  conduct,  and  to  take  care  that 
they  should  not  be  suffered  to  apply  the  public  mon^  to  imi* 
proper  purposes. 

The  Eat^l  <f  Carrtarvam — ^I.  shall  not  de^aii^  your  lorcfsbips 
with  tbelon^T  history  of  the  gross  mismanageo^iBin^  of  tbe  latf 
administration,  or  of  that  which  succeeded  (r^oinposed  out 
of  nearly  the  same  materials)  with  as  littktUlet^  confidence  as 
tlie  former,  because  it  is  sufficient  to  the  ques|iea  umlerdisr 
CQssion^  that  such  a  surrender  and  transfer  of  parliamentary 
trust  as  is  required  of  us^  should  not)  or  ever  has  been  made 
to  any-  admin istr^tion>  whatever  degree  of  confidence  they 
merited  from  the  public.  The  present  question,  though  of 
great  and  momci\tous  importance^  may  be  reduced  to  a  very 
narrow  compass,  namely,  whether  we  should  surrender  ouy 
parliamentary  trust  to  the  executive  government.  I  do  not 
think  the  case  has  been  'fairly  stated,  or  considered  on  its  true 
ground }  that  it  may  not  be  thought  a  new  question,  it  ha^ 
bben  treated  as  a  vote  o£  credit^  frequently  granted  at  the  end 
0f  a  session  :  the  least  reflection  wiU  convince  your  lordships 
that  it  has  not  the  4east  resemblance  to  a  vote  of  credit,  which 
is  grounded  on  prif^iples  the  most  opposite ;  a  vote  of  credk 
has  alone  been  granted  (without  any  instance  to  the  contrary) 
to  supply  possible  deficiencies  in  tl>e  provision  for  expenditure^ 
on  services  known,  stated,  and  approved  in  parliament  \  and 
for  the  services  of  the  whole  year  so  stated  and  approved,  has 
never  exceeded  two  millions  and  a  half.  The  present  applica- 
tion from  the  throne  differs  not  only  in  its  magnitude  (for  it 
is  understood  that  five  millions  is  the  sum  intended),  but  it  isfor 
purposes  neither  known  or  approved  by  parliament  %  it  is  not 
stated  whether  it  is  to  obtain  peace  or  prosecute  the  war.     A 
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Vole  of  credit  on  specified  and  approved  services  is  not  only 
usual,  but  frcquently  necessary,  that  the  very  servicos  already 
Voted  should  not  be  lost  for  want  of  money  not^SuiBciently 
provided  to  complete  them.  This  is  the  shape,  form  and 
usage  of  a  vote  of  credit ;  ihe  other  shape,  if  shape  it  may  bd 
called,  which  shape  has '  i^dthitig  distinguishable,  resembles 
more  a  subsidy  than  any  other  practice  which  acc^ords  to  par* 
Hamcntary  forms  and  usage;  but  if  it  is  a  subsidyi,  to  r^hat 
power  or  powers,  or  for  what  purposes  is  not  known  :  all  tbs^t 
appears  in  this  transaction  from  parliamentftry  commtHiicatioA 
is,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions  his  majesty,  in  his  speech 
from  the  throne,  stated  that  he  had  received  overtures  for, 
a  negotiation  of  peace  from  France,  which  be  declined  ta 
enter  into,  without  communication  with  other  powers 
Ifnth  whom  he  had  intercourse  and  connection^  particularly 
with  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  His  majesty's  message  now  uii* 
dtt  otir'  ddibetration  (six  months  after)  proves  that  this  ira- 
p6rttot.Msiri^ss  is  not  forwarder  at  this  n^oment  than  at  the 
line  of  the  sessions,  probably  not  so  forward,  ^s  the  mes* 
,'^mbvtifi'^ T(6'*h6pcs   of  communication    to  parliament 

JfBte^MpaWafrtjt'^bjfeet.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  is  uot 
eiftA^*ttiSh^S6^Mi'^'zhd  th^  only  cirenmstance  which ap|>eari 
tha9lifi*st^{^;th^ti^  coritinentalpoi^  with  whom  his  majesty 
iun  h^d  coM^ctrems,  has  within  the  last  six  months  b^a  s^g^ 
ficiently  indJhell'to  promote  his  majesty's  views  fo^  peace,  ai 
even  to  induce  him  to  listen  to  the  negotiation^  proposed  :by 
France,  for  no  answer  has  yet  been  made  to  that  power ;  -  nor 
have  the  powers  with  whom  his  majesty  had  connection^ 
before  February  shewed  any  greater  dispositions  to  enter 
Into  his  views  respecting  war,  and  we  are  now  near  th<; 
end  t>f  lune  :  therefore  after  six  months  we  appear  to  be  in  a 
worse  situation  than  we  were  before  as  to  negotiations  for 
peace  or  allies  for  war,  and  less  acquainted  with  his  majesty'^ 
views  and  prospects  of  war  or  peace,  and  tess  able  to  fpnn 
thejudgment  hcccfesary  for  the  performance  of  our  dtity^  4f 
any  thing  of  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  state  iemiuji^ 
for  us  to  do.  Those  who  demand  that  the  public  purse  (aii 
.unalienable  parliamentary  trust)  should  be  surrendered  tx>  the 
executive  government,  seem  to  think  the  request  to  be  oon* 
sistent  with  the  rights,  privileges,  and  houdur  of  parliament^ 
hat  affect  to  be  shocked  at  the  proposition  of  postponing  pro* 
rogation,  as  infringing  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  If 
this  is  infringing  the  prerogative,  all  parliamentary,  advice  to 
the  icing  must  have  the  same  effect ;  but  in  the  present 
case  itiy  rioble  friend's  motion  marks  only  that  the  essential 
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duty  of  parliament,  to  weigh  the  cause  before  they  grant  moi- 
ney,  maybe  preserved  inviolate,  by  a  natural  exercise  of  the 
royal    prerogative  of    prorogation'   until  the  cause  can  be 
stated  ;  it  proves  in  the  strongest  manner  the  absurdity  of  the 
proposition  made  by  ministers.     If  parliament  could  with  any 
degree  of  propriety  place  such  confidence  in  the  hands  of  the 
most  deserving  minister  who  ever  held  Ihe  administration  of 
public  affairs,  as  to  place  so  large  a  sum  as  nearly  five  millions 
of  the  public  money  in  their  hands  unappropriated,  and  for 
purposes  unknown,  we  might  with  equal  propriety  place  any 
other  unlimited  sum,  we  might  surrender  for  a  term  of  years, 
or  for  ever,  the  disposal  of  public  money  into  the  hands  of  mi- 
nisters, and  reserve  only  the  parliamentary  disposal  of  roads  and 
canals.     It  is  impossible  to  make  a  distinction  in  principle  be- 
tween  the  present  grant  for  unknown  contingencies  and  a 
grant  of  one  hundred  millions  to  comprehend  the  whole  sup- 
plies of  the  two  next  years.     Future  unknown  occurrences  m 
the  state  of  Europe  under  the  discretion  of  ministers  would 
equally  decide  the  application  of  both  grants,  and  parliament 
would  equally,  fn  conceding  either  grant,  surrender  their  pri- 
vileges and  those  of  the  people,  that  the  cruwn  may  act  with- 
out them.     Ministers  may  apply  the  sum  so  desired  to  any 
purpose,  it   may  be  to  purchase  a  renewal  of  the  glorious 
peace  of  Amiens,  the  recovery  of  Hanover,  or  it  may  be  la- 
vished in  any  of  the  exigencies  of  war,  without   the  know- 
kdge  of  our  fleets  or  those  of    our   cnenves,    certainly   in 
the  absence  of  the  constitutional  superintending  control  of 
parliament,  whose  .prerogative  is  purchased  by  themselves  with 
a  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  the 
king's  ministers ;  an  act  neither  legal  nor  warranted  by  any 
former  practice,  and  which  my  noble  firicnd's  motion  proves 
not  to  be  necessary.     It  may  not.be  proper  to  open  to  the  pub- 
lic the  state  of  the  negotiations  now  pending:  paHiament  does 
not  desire  it  5  but  before  it  exercises  i^s  ownseparate  functions,  it 
ought  and  must  be  informed,  and  the  constitutional  mode  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown,  who  can  prorogue  parliament  for  a  long 
or  a  short  time  at  its  discretion,  and  ministers  ought  to  advise 
3uch  measure  if  necessary,  and  not  to  apply  to  parliament  for 
the  surrender  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  My  noble  friend's, 
motion  is  strictly  regular,  and  the  proper  answer  to  such  an 
unconstitutional  proposal,  and  I  therefore  entirely  concur  with 
him. 

Lord  Sidmottth  observed,  that  it  was  usual  every  year  to 
grant  a  sum  of  money  by  vote  of  credit  for  services  not  spe- 
cified nor  calculated  upon  in  the  current  services  of  the  year. 

He  - 
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He  understood  that  the  sum  had  been  voted  hi  this  manner 
by  the  house  of  commons,  and  it  now  only  remained  to  hav& 
the  authority  of  their  lordships  to  apply  that  sum  to  the  pur- 
pose of  subsidizing  foreign  powers.  But  the  negotiations  with 
them  were  in  such  a  state  that  government  could  not  make 
any  communication  to  parliament  during  the  present  session^ 
and  therefore  he  could  not  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed. 
Charges  had  been  thrown  out  against  the  present  and  the  late 
administrations  of  their  indisposition  to  foreign  aHiancts;  and 
the  peace  of  Amiens  was  spoken  of  in  terms  of  heavy  censure. 
Now  he  could  assure  the  house,  that  those  who  advised  his 
majesty  to  sign  that  treaty,  did  so  in  the  fiill  persuasion  that 
It  was  the  best  thing  that  could  happen  for  their  country; 
because  they  knew,  if  it  should  not  be  adhered  to,  that  it 
would  shew  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  und  the  whole 
world,  the  real  disposition  and  designs  of  our  enemies ;  and 
that  it  would  give  revived  energy'  to  all  our  own  resources 
and  measures.  This  was  actually  the  case.  The  non-ob- 
servance of  that  treaty  on  the  part  of  our  enemy,  procured 
for  the  government  the  ardent  zeal  of  all  ranks  of  people,  and 
a  disposition  to  bear  with  cheerfulness  all  the  burthens  which 
the  war  necessarily  imposed  on  them.  But  these  were  not 
all  <he  advantages  derived  from  that  reprobated  peace.-  Such 
was  the  increase  of  the  public  revenue,  that  in  twenty-five 
months  after  tbe  treaty  of  Amiens  a  sum  of  twenty  millions 
was  added  to  the  public  income  of  <he  nation.  A  great  increase 
Jiad  taken  place  in  the  army  and  navy  in  a  very  short  time 
after  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  Tn  increasing  the  navy  in 
particular,  no  exertion  whatever  was  spared.  We  had  now 
one  hundred  sail  of  the  line  in  actual  service,  and  our  military 
establishment  was  in  a  state  equally  respectable.  He  could  see 
no  reason  whatever  for  keeping  p;pliament  sitting  from  day 
to  day.  There  was  no  necessity  for  it  i  because,  if  his,  ma- 
jesty had  any  communication  to  ma](:e,  irliich  required 
their  advice  and  assistance,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  call  the 
parliament  together  in  the  space  of  fourteen  dayi.  He  there* 
fore  saw  no  pretence  tp  interfere  with  the  royal  authority, 
but  conceived  it  would  go  to  establish  ^  mischievous  precedent 
highly  inJTirious  to  the  public  service. 

Lord  Ho/land  declared  thatthe  whole  ofthis  business  wascoe- 
val  with  the  present  war;  for  eye^c- since  it  began,  the  house  was 
told  of  negotiations  carrying  on,  and  nothing  was  yet  brought 
to  a  conclusion.  We  were  still  told  of  pending  negotiations, 
but  could  obtain  no  information  concerning  them.    Votes  of 
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credit  liad  been  often  given,  but  it  was  not  usual  to  vote,  sq 
,  large  a  sum  as  five  millions.  He  thought  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  parliament  to  continue  at  its  post,  and  endea- 
vour to  extricate  the  country  from  the  dangers  that  surround- 
ed her  ;  a  task  which  ministers  were  unequal  to.  When  the 
present  administration  was  formed,  he  heard  of  great  changes 
and  improvements  about  to  be  adopted ;  but  nothing  was 
•  done  except  giving  the  country  two  giants  refreshed  instead  of 
one.  But  no  one  act  had  been  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country;  nothing  that  could  rescue  us  from  our  present 
dreadful  situation. 

Lord  GreftvilU  expressed  himself  by  no  means  surprised 
that  noble  lords  on  the  other  side  had  failed  to  give  any 
thing  like  a  satisfactory  answer  to  arguments  which  had  been 
adduced  in  favour  of  the  amendment.  They  seemed  to  be 
conscious  that  no  answer  could  be  given.  What,  indeed,  was 
the  object  of  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  ?  That 
parliament  should  shut  its  eyes  and  cars  to  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters ;  should  address  his  majesty  to  dismiss  them  from  any 
fnrther  attendance  at  present  on  their  duty ;  and  thus  that  fijsrc 
millions  of  the  public  money  should  be  left  at  the  disposal  4^i 
ministers  to  expend  in  any  manner  which  they  might  choose, 
with  out  regard  to  the  essential  interests  of  the  country.  A  noble 
lord  had  asked  if  the  subject  had  been  communicated  by  his 
majesty  now  for  the  first  timcj  wdukl  he  have  been  for  oppos- 
ing the  address  ?  If  by  this  were  meant  to  be  asked  iJF  he 
would  decline  coming  to  the  conclu&ion  of  at  once  taking  tKe 
five  millions  of  money  out  of  the  hands  of  t^e  house,  and 
putting  it  into  the  hands  of  ministers,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  he  certainly  would  decline  coming  to  any  such 
conclusion.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  subject  were  now 
for  the  first  time  starte^I,  he  must  say  that  be  should  be 
happy  to  afford  every  facility  for  entering  into  such  nego- 
tiations as  might  be  calculated  to  lead  to  a  pc^ce  cbnsistent 
with  the  safety  of  this  country^  and  the  general  interests  of. 
Europe^.  Great  sacrifices,  he  was  of  opinion^  should  be  made 
to  procure  the  co-operation  of  continental  pQwers,  particu- 
larly of  Russia.  Till  once  he  knew,  however,  the  nature  of 
the  cpminunications  which  had  been  going  forward,  and  was 
in  some  degree  made  acquainted  with  the  advantages  which 
they  might  be  likely  to  produce,  he  did  not  feel  himsdf 
at  liberty  to  say  tha^  five  millions  was  no  more  than  a 
recomptnice  for  the  part  that  country  was  willing  to  take  in 
^he  business.    As  an  argument  to  shew  that  the  amendmeiit 
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was  not  necessary,  it  had  been  observed,  that  although  parlia- 
ment might  be  prorogued,  it  could  be  assembled  again  in  four* 
teen  days.   ^This  he  admitted.     But  did  it  follow  that  it  ac- 
tually would  be  so  re-assembled  ?     And  was  it  not  better  for 
them  to  keep  the  hold  which  they  at  present  had  over  this 
large  sum,  and  not  to  give  it  out  of  their  own  hands  ?  This 
was  said  to  be  but  the  usual  confidence  reposed  in  minister^ 
and  it  was  insinuated  that   it  would  be  wrong  to  express 
^ny  want  of  confidence.     This   he  was  surprised  at  hearing* 
from  the  noble  lord  who  advanced  it.     He  had  the  happi- 
ness about  a  year  ago  to  concur  in  opinion  with*  that  noble 
lord,  that  nothing  could  be  so  necessary  as  for  that  house 
to  express  their  opinion  that  no  confidence  could  be  placed 
in    the    then    ministers.      The  result,    he  was  happy   to 
ihink,  had  been  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  king  with 
the  opinion  expressed   by  the   house;    and  there  had,  at 
the  same  time,  been  no  symptoni  of  despondency  manifested 
among  the  people.  No  confidence  was  placed  in  that  ministry, 
becaule  ihey  were  not  deferving  of*  any.     He  declared  he 
^It  the  fame  to  be  ajjpiicable  to  the  piefent  miniftry  ;  they 
wtrc  almoft  entirely  compofed  of  the  makers  of  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  where  were  Town  the  feeds  which  gave  rife  to 
he  prefent  war  ;  feeds  fown  in  fo  fertile  a  foil  as  made  it 
next  10  impoflible  that  it  fliould  not  yield  the  fruit  it  ha(l 
produced.     There  never  was  a  tranfa£lion  in  which  fo  total 
a  want  of  capacity,  and  of  every  qualification,  was  exhibit- 
ed, as  in  the  management  of  that  treaty.   They  threw  away 
the  Cape,  as  if  they  had  been  eager  to  get  quit  of  it ;  and 
could  he  place  confidence  in  men  guilty  of  fo  enormous  a 
crime  ?  But  it  was  not  in  the  inftance  of  the  Cape  alone 
they  had  (hewn  their  total  incapacity  ;  they  fromed  a  peace 
on  iuch  complicated  terms  as  rendered  the  meaning  of  the 
diiFerenr  parts  or  it  hardly  intelligible  ;  and  having  done  ib, 
they  recommenced  hoflilities  on  fuch  grounds  as  made  the 
cade  of  this  country  appear  unjuft  in  the  eyes  of  almoft 
every  foreign  power.     If  there  was  nothing  eife  this  would 
be  to  him  lufficient  ground  for  not  entrulling  fuch  unheard- 
of  r-onfidencc  as  that  now  required  in  the  fame  hands.     The 
noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  ftate  of  our  army 
and  navy  ;  the  former,  he  contended,  had  been  only  appa- 
rently increafed  by  a  fort  of  hocus  pocus  transferring  of  the 
forces  from  one  head  to  another.  The  latter,  he  faid,  could 
hardly  have  been  diminifhed,  and  during  the  war  we  had 
iiot  to  boaft  of  a  fingle  naval  triumph.    Tbefe  furely  did 
'  not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SFf  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [laxM. 

not  confpire  to  give  us  addiilonal  confidence  in  our  rulers. 
But  there  was  another  circumftancc  which  had  been  alluded 
lo»  and  had  received  no  anfwer,  which,  independent  of  any 
other,  was  decifive  on  thifi  point :  Was  it  of  no  confequcnce 
that,  at  fo  importanl  a  ciifis,  in  which  every  tiling  eflential  to 
tl>e  fafety  of  the  country  was  involved,  inftead  of  having  a 
aiiniftt*' completely  alive  to  the  urgency  of 'our  fituation, 
we  fhould  have  a  fct  of  miniftcis  completely  difunited 
among  tbeiifelves,  and  more  anxious  todifcover  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  errors  of  their  colleagues  tijan  to  watch  over 
the  operations  of  the  enemy  ?  Yet  in  fuch  men,  without 
knowing  whom  in  particular,  or  bow  fong  they  might  con* 
tiuue  to  ad\  together,  was  the  houfe  called  on  to  repofc  aa 
cxtiaoidinary  and  unprccedenied  degree  of  confidence.  His 
lordlhtp  declared  that  he  thought  no  time  ought  to  be  loft  in 
announcini;  to  the  x^hole  of  Kurope  our  determination  to  aft 
€>[>  fuch  piinciples  a3  were  calculated  for  the  general  fafety, 
aiid  bed  fuiied  to  ihatbroad  and  liberal  policy  whicb  would 
hdxc  for  its  batlsthe  independence  and  fecuiity  of  rbc  whole 
©f  Europe.  If  we  could  not  procure  continental  powers  on 
fuoh  terms  to  aft  with  us  as  allies,  our  next  objeft  ought  to 
be  to  propofc  to  negotiate  before  them  in  open  congrefs, 
taking  tht-m  as  the  umpires  of  our  difFercnces.  VVhen  (a- 
tis£ed  that  we  weie  finceie  in  fuch  a  fyflem,  we  might  foon 
ilcpend  on  having  peace  on  fair  and  equitable  ternis^  or  a  vi- 
gorous co-operation  in  carrying  on  the  war.  If  there  could 
be  any  reafon  for  fuppoiing  an  unwillingnefs  in  the  powers 
©fthe  continent  to  trufl  in  our  finccrity,  we  rouft  Joolc  back 
to  the  treaty  of  Amiens  for  the  caufes  which  gave  rife  to 
that  fufpicion.  \V>  mufl  look  to  the  perfbns  at  the  head  of 
our  counfcl'S,  as  being,  the  great  authors  and  caufes  of  that 
^Iftruft..  'i'o  give  cfFeft  to  fuch  a  declaratioo,  it  ought  to 
be  the  work  of  parliament,  not  o/  any  private  propofilion, 
©riginating  with  the  fervants  of  the  crown.  Thefe,  he 
tliougbt,  were  leafonsany  one  of  them  more  than  fufficicnt 
I.O  fhew  the  nccelfity  of  the  amendment. 

The  Lord  Chaneellor  defended  the  pi^aic^  of  Amiens,  as 
th«  foundation  of  all  that  patriotic  zeal  by  which  the  coun- 
try was  now  fo  effeflually  defended.  Heafkedif  there  was 
fnore  wifdom  fliewn  in  the  negotiations  at  Lifle  than  at 
Amiens  ?  At  the  lime  this  treaty  was  made,  we  had  no  allies 
en  the  continent ;  we  had  loft  them  all  during  that  very  ad- 
BQiniftration  of  which  the  noble  lord  whofpoke  laft  formed 
a  part.    With  what  juftice,  tlien,   could  that  noble  lord 
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charge  the  late  adminiftration  with  haviag  ma<Ic  a  treaty  bf 
i^hich  we  loft  all  continental  conoexions  ?  As  to  the  queftioii 
now  before  the  houfe,  he  maintained  that  government  re- 
quired no  greater  degree  of  confidence  than  had  ufually  been 
given,  and  that  there  was  no  neceffity  whatever  for  can- 
tinuing  thefcffion  of  parliament  beyond  the  ufual  period. 

The  Earl  of  Carlifle  profefled.not  to  call  for  tiie  wlwie  in- 
formation at  the  prefent  ciifis  ;  but  only  a  part,  to  which  lie 
thought  parliament  was  entitled- 

An  explanatory  converfation  then  took  place  between  tlic 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Grenville,  ka;  after  which ' 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  PnMce  of  IVales  faJd  that  he  liaJ 
delayed  tifmg  till  that  late  hour,  In  expe£bation  of  the  ar- 
rival of  a  noble  relative  of  his  who  had  been  prevented  from 
attending  the  houfe  by  particular  circumftances.  He  rofc 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  Itating  that  that  noble  peribn  had' 
intended  ^o  deliver  his  fentiments  on  the  fuhjefk  now  before 
the  boufe,  in  favour  of  the  amendment,  and  in  complete 
unifon  with  the  fentiments  fo  ably  delivered  by  his  noWe 
friend  (Lord  Grenville).  He  had  no  hefitation  alfo  in  flat* 
ingtbatthofe  fentiments  were  entirely  (imilar  to  what  his 
royal  highnefs  himfelf  entertained. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  when  the  houfe  divided  on 
the  motion  for  the  addrefs, 

Contents,  Prefent  -  €7 

Proxies  -  44— HI 

Not  Contents,  Prefent    -  ^^         . 

Proxies    -  22 —  5S 

Majority  -  6i 

Adjourned  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS./ 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  20. 

The  ballot  for  a  committee  to  try  the  merits  of  tlie  faft 
Middlefexelefiion,  was  putoiF  from  the  next  day  till  Mofi« 
day. 

The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  diftillery  afts. 
Sefolutions,  containing  certain  new  regulations  refpefting 
the  diflillation  of  fpirits  in  England  and  Scotland,  when  in- 
tended to  be  exported  from  either  country  to  the  other, 
were  agreed  to.  Tlie  report  was  received,  and  a  bill  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Peter  Moore  prefented  a  petition  from  the  clothiers 
ofYorklhirc,  Wilts,  Somerfet»  and  Gloucefter,  againft  the 
bUi  now  pending  for  .the  fiilpeniion  of  penalties  aiTeifiing 
their  trade.  I'be  petitioner^  were  ordeied  to  be  Iveard  on 
the  report. 

On  the  motion  for  the  feeond  reading  of  this  bill  for  tne 
fufpenfion  of  penalties  in  the  woollen  manufafture> 

*  Mr.  Brooike  oppoied  the  bilU  on  the  ground  that  it  gave 
a  monopoly  to  thofe  who  made  ufe  of  the  prolubited  ma* 
chines  under  favour  of  the  fufpenfion. 

Admiral  Berkeley  defended  the  hilt  He  hoped  that^  be^^ 
fere  the  expiration  of  the  fb^tt  period  for  which  it  was  to  be 
ia  force  (till  I  ft  May),  a  full  arrangemeoft  would  be  brought 
fbrw^t'd  by  his  majclty's  government. 

Mr.  Peter  Mooie  oppofed  the  bilU  which  .  had  only  the 
lignatures  of  eighty-th^e  manufacturers  to  jcc^nunend  it^ 
while  Uie  number  of  its  opponents  amounted  to' two  hundred 
thoufand.  The  o£Bciai  proceedings,  fo  far  as  they  went, 
coincided  with  the  bill  brought  forward  by  bis  bon.  kltjtd 
(Mr.  Brooke).  *  /     :l.  ;  j  .•    -;  . 

'  Mr.  Brooke  wilhed  to  take  the  ieiife  of  tlielK>iiie/oQ.tb€9 
propriety  of  putting  ofFtfae  further  |>race6ding9:on  lAiisbill 
fiflthat  day  three  montbs.;  but  lie  deferred  ^prefliflgi^ie  di«i 
vifiontill  another  day. 

'  Th^  bill  was  read  a  feeond  dme>  and  ordered  to  be  codeh 
Btltted  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Huikiflbn  prefented  accounts  of  the  exchequer  btlla 
outftandiog  on  the  aids  of  the  laft  year,  and  gave  notice  that 
a  motion.would  be  made  with  refpe£l  to  them  in  (lie  coo^ 
snitteifi  of  ways  and  oieans  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Fofter  prefented  an  cftimate  of*^  the  compenfation  to 
be  granted  to  perfons  in  public  o£Sces  in  Ireland  for  1805^ 
for  extra  trouble. 

Tbe  Irifh  civil  lift  bill  went  through  a  commiittee,  ia 
wbich  there  was  fome  conyerfation  between  Mr;  Vaniittart^ 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Sir  John  Newport,  on  a  cJaufe  fubjediog 
tl^  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  (urns  granted  for  fecre( 
fervice  to  the  approbation  of  the  lord  lieutenant.  Theclaufe 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 

•  Mr.  Hufldflbn  prefented  an  account  of  peniioos  granted  byr 
tbe  Cfown,  and  a  copy  of  the  warrant  of  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  for  granting  certain  arreagrs  of  thtf 
fiewardftiip  of  Fife  tp  Lady  Melville. 
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Lord  Henry  Petty  gave  notice  that  ha  wnoM  brfng  ftr- 
n^ard  foine  refoiutions  oil  this  fubjedi:  early  in  the  eiiluing. 
fcflion. 

Mr.  Alexander  brougM  up  the  repoit  of  theconfwnitteetjf. 
ways  and  means*  Bills  were  ordered  cenforntably  to  the  re* 
Ibluttons  fbr'the-appropriatioR  of  the  furplus  of  the  coiilbii* 
dated  fund  for  the  lafb  year. 

A  ntelTuge  from  the  lords  d'eclared  their  Idrtlifaips*  aAnt 
to  the  iMtery  bill,  the  Spanish  vwnc  duty  bill,  the  different 
bBfs  relating  to  the  mil^Eia  of  Great  Britain  und  Irciaud,  and 
the  fail-efoth  rAanufafture  bri!. 

Mr.  Paull  deferred  till  Monthly  his  mofion  relative  to  the 
Kabob  of  Oude.  He  thought  it  proper  to  ftate  pirii€uteu-ly- 
that  he  meant  the  fume  day  to  bring  for«>ard  a  dilVinA<cliarge 
againft  the  Marquis-  Wdiefley'y  trotA  the  coild^ud  obferfed 
coward!  that  prince. 

jMV«  ^M</  wl(hed  to  put  a  queftiofi  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
6ppofite  (Mr.  Whitbread),.the  anfwer  to  which  wouM  pe<l« 
Mb>9-  prevcoit'lhe  neocAiy  of  a  particuhir  mation.  The 
K^fe^asilringiilftruAedtbre. attorney  general  tu  profeculq 
Lord  Meirille  fbr.  the  ct*ifiiiaai  oaatter  imfioted  to.  bitn  iir 
the  tenth  report,  be  conceived  it  was  not  in  tiie  power  of 
tbeattttrrtey  geMral  to  exclude  fcon>itlie  range  of  thait  pro-* 
fecutioA  any  offence  whatfoevcr  contained  in  that  repurt*  I^ 
therefore,  it  vv'as  proper  that  any  paiticular  traniafifionv 
fhonld  be  excluded  from  the  prorecution^  it  w^s  fit  the*  nt-^ 
torn ey  general  Ibouldf  be  inftrofted. as  to  fuch  excluHon. 
Theie  cnuld  be  now  na  ^doubt  that  the  iQtty  thoufani 
pounds,  advanced  to  Boyd  and  AcnfieJd,  was  one  point  on 
which  there  could'bc  no  intention  to  profecute.  He-was  of 
opinion  that  the  cate  of  Jellicoe  alfo  Ihouldbe  exclutkd,  d$ 
not  of  IbiBcicnt  importance  to  be  made  a  gri)tind  o.^.  charge. 
But  nibe  recolkrfted  Chat  the  hon.  geatlemaii  opp:ffite.(Mn 
Whil*>read)  made  it  the  ground  of  oae  of  the  artides  of  itti^ 
rte^chmenswhivivtic  me^nt  to  have  prefi?nteci»  heafloed  that 
hon.  getkleawn  non  whether  he  meant  it  fhould  n;ake  nnt 
i^ihe  fubjefts  bf  the  proiecutioo  dircAed  by  the  houle  f  If 
the  bon.  gentleman  did  not  think  it  fh  nild,  anii  if  i\o  in  inu^ 
tfon  of  a  eontraTy  fentirrventcame  from  any  other  piirt  <if  the 
iioufe,  he  thought  that  would  be  fulficient  to  let  the  at  )rney 
Kenoral  kvsow  that  this  alto  was  not  to  be  included  in  the 
profecution.  *  .      -% 
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Mr*  Whithrtai  had  certainly  confidcrcd  Jellicoc's  bufincft 
as  of  importance,  and  had  made  it  one  of  the  grounds  of 
impeachtnent.  He  admitted,  however,  that  it  did  not  maiie 
the  fame  imprefliun  on  the  huufe,  and  therefore  he  doubted 
whether  he  flipuid  have  produced  that  article.  He  haid  not 
any  wilh  individuahy  that  this  marter  ftiould  be  included  ta 
the  profecution  by  the  attorney  genera). 

The  AUorney  General  truftcd  he  ffaould  nf»t   fliew  the 

flighteft  difrefpeft  for  any  individual,  if  he  wifhed  that  the 

houie  (hould  honour  him  colleftively  with  its  conrniands, 

and  that  thefe  commands  fhould  be  diftinflively  expreiledv  ' 

Jf  the  houfe  thought  j^roper  to  fuperfcde  that  jealbufy  which 

feemei  conftitutionally  to  belong  to  it,  when  one  fervant 

of  the  crown  was  to  be  profecuted  by  another,  he  fuppofcd 

it  would  at  leaft  be  thought  proper  not  to  leave  it  matter  of 

Queflion,  how  far  the  officer  charged  with  the  profecutioii 

flxoyld  or  fhould  not  comply  with  the  wifhes  or  the  boufe, 

in  tlie  ftcps  he  mar  take.    'He^tpiriled,  therefore;  that  it 

would  not  be  thought  improper  in  him,  if  he  wi(hed|iMead 

of  colleding  indifcriminateFyft^^m  the  whole  •body  o¥^4btt 

s»  fuch  matter  as  tnay  be  nkode  the  grboMof  6rii9fm|l 

5,  that  the  houfe  fhould  fpecify  Vi^bat  it  tHbiij|bl  prbpdr 

profecuted,  and  what  it  didnot.     He  ihootd  ^ifb  be 

a^haye  the  authoriry  of  ttie  houfe  as  to  whether  Ifce 

^        iL^t/he  had   been  dii^ed  to  infiittJte  <^gainft  Lord 

Melville  an^l  Mr.  TroKer  fh^W  be'whoUy  fofpcnded,  or 

tvhethei^  he  ihould  endeavour  to  carry  it  on  againft  Mr. 

Trotter  finglyj    be  faid   endeavour,  becaufe   a  conddera- 

biy  formal  diflBcufty  and  delay  would  arife  from  4uing  Uie 

one  without  the  other.     He  aJfo  wifhed  to  know  whether, 

^f  he  pt-oceedcd 'civilly  againft  Mr.  Trotter,  he  was  at  liberty 

to  rtrake  ufc  of  him  as  a  witnefs  againit  Lord  Melville. 

Alfo;  whether  he  wis  at  liberty  to  bring  in  "proof  againft 

Lord  Kfelvillc  what  had  fallen  from  hint  in  ti)ar<houIe,  at 

'the  bar,  ^hich  he  could  not  do  without  inftrtidions'lirohi 

the  houf^,  though  he  could  be  under  no  difflcttlty  attb  its 

'fbeing  received  in  the  court  where  theprofecutlofrvp^as  to  he 

•carri^  on.     Thcfe  points  he  thougfht  it  fi^eflatyto  ftate 

tothe  houfe,  not  to  argue.     He  had  further  lo  remark  ,a 

•difficulty  which  arofc  from  the  praOice  newly  adopted,  of 

•ordering  profccutions  to  be  immediately  irtftituted  at  the 

•coirmand  of  the  houfe,  rather  than  by  addttffs  to  his  ma- 

Jefty,  praying  his  majefty  to  diirft  fuch  a  prof€CUli6B  to    be 

^nftituted.      Under  the  former  praflice,  if  any    difficulty 

ftovW 
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(hould  arife  on  any  points,  and  he  (hould  find  inftruftion 
ncceffary,  the  coorfe  wa*  to  report  the  aifficulty  to  the 
fccreury  of  ftale,  and  the  government  would  give  its  in- 
ftiniaions  In  cpnCcquence,  If  the  difficulties  fuggefted 
ihould  appear  t©  confine  the  proiecuLJoa  within  too  narrov^r 
limits,  it  was  probable  a  weilige  woJld  be  brought  down 
to  the  houfe  m  confequcRce  ^  of  tlie  occurrence,  and  tne 
houfe  would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  the  par- 
ticulaw,  and  of  judging  whcther-tbe  proceedings  m  the  new 
form  would  anfwer  its  wilhcs,  or  whether  a  new  addreis 
Ihould  be  carried  up  to  enforce  a  more  fatisfaftory  courie. 
This  would  be  a  better  mode  th^n  if  he  were  let  alone  to 
coUeA  the  matter  of  the  charges,  to  cany  ua  the  proceed- 
ings, to iicquaiot  the  houfe,  of  what  he  had  done,  and  to 
argue  how  ftr  be  had  con^plied  with  the  \?ilhes  of  the 
hoiffe.  He  therefore. hoped  the  houfe  would  inftrudt  mm 
more  fpecifieally  by  vote  as  to  whatsit  wiflied  to  make  mat- 
ter of  particular  charge,  \  -r  r  ; 
'  .^'JUr.  B^ind,  in  cxpl^n^iiom^faid,  he  had  no  objcftion  to 
propofe  «  vfQte  for  excluding  tbe  oaatter  of  Jcll^coe,  though' 
be  thought til^fimpl«^  mode  o^  afcertaining  the  lenfe  of  the 
boufe,  be,  had  already  notice^,  was  fufficient.  .Asio.the 
other  difficMliiesiuggefted  by^the  fijtt^^rney  general,  .it  would 
be  prefumptio*  in  him  to  vi^t  them.  He  left  it  to  the 
'  attoroeyxgeneral,  if  he  flMxald  afterwards  find  thefe  difficia^- 
ties  ftand  in  bis  way,  to  wake  them  the  fubjeQs  of  furtbcr 

iiK>tion9«  ^  r      i. 

Mr.Whltbread  hoped  the  houfe  would  find  a  wayJor.the 
hon^  and  learned  gentleman  to  ^t  out  of  all , the  eaihai;ral- 
neots  with  wliich.  he  found  hinlfe^f  furrounded,  and  enable 
bim  to  do  complete  juftice  between  the  individual  who  was 
die  objeA  of  |iis  profecuUon  and  the  puhtic.  His  own  .in- 
teniton  iW4S»  if  tb0  impeachment  had  beeiv^ag^e^jl  Xf^  to 
iJufpcmd  the  civil  fait  with  refpeQ  to  both  Lood  Malvill^ 
:  and  Mr^'Tcottier;,  and  if  that  was  not  fufficiept  to  enalrte 
Mr.  Tro^ef  to  be  ^a  witiiefii>  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indeoinUiy 
for  hin»^>  with  a  view  that  tlie  whole  fyAem  of  the  navy 
pay  office  Ihould  be  laid  open.  He  (hould  be  inclined  so 
think  the  {ameMCourfe  9Ught  ftiit  to  be  adopted;  but  it 
refted  not  with  him,  but  with  the  bon.  gentleman  who  bad 
recommended  the  mode  of  proceeding  agreed  on  by  4he 
houfe*  to  bfing  in  the  regulations  which  were  neceflary  in 

coafequeneic*    . 

\     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  enough  appeared 
^  A*  %  ftoni 
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from.whaf  p^fletl  to  Ihew  it  would  bare  •  b^ft  wife  In  the 
houfe  to  have  proceeded  with  m^re  deiiberation.    With 
tefpeO:  to  the  matter  now  before  the  boufe.  it  wai  iiDpolpble 
liis  bon.  and  learned  ftieiid  could  collet  the  wi(hes  of  tbe 
houfe  fiom   what  fell  loote^y   in  ibe ,  exprcffion  of  iiuli«» 
vidu4l  opinions*    It  was  not  enough  to  Iea««e  out  the  matter 
pf  Jcllique,  leaving  the  whole  remaintug  aflutter  of  tb^  rc^ 
pott  for  the  learned  geiit)en>^n  iu  glean  out  of»     It  would 
DC  proper  to  excl4jde,  by  fpeciAc  re(blutiun$9  fuch   otber 
matter  as  it  was   not  adviiuhle  to  profecute,  and  to  fiato 
diftirtftl^  by  other  refoJutions  wbut  was  to.  be  profecutcd^ 
I'he  difficulties  with  2:cfpe<5t  to  the  AiaHBCi'  of  pfocecding 
alfo  defei  vfxi   coniiJeratiun  ;   and   lie   coflfefled  all   tb^fe 
things  appeared  to  lijoi  to  furniib  fufficient  ground  lor  re^ 
confidering  the  refolution  the  houfe  had  ooooe  to«  .and  far 
again   inquiiing  whether  a  profecution   by   the  attomcjf 
general  fliould  be  adhered  to  lalher  thait  an  iii»p|(a[Cba»eat#: 
tie  confelfcd  he  was  flili,  after  all  the  c^ftilderatioft  bto  kaih 
given  to  the  fubjed,  of  opinion  that  neitb^f  ^u^  to  have', 
been  r'efoited  to,  though,  after  tlie  decifidn  iibiinbouie  hailt 
comq  to»  he  mufi  feel  much  delicacy  in  det^J^ririgiifucb'^m 
opinion^    Being,  of  tbis  opinion  .  be  had  not  at  4he  ttm^^ 
iurned  hia  mind  to  the  conf&deration  of  wbicfa'of  <ih&  twa 
|»ropofed  modes  was  bell,  i&  a  proieoutroo  wbtcb.be  diiap-; 
proved  of  generally.    Btit  the  more  be  refledod  ?aa  this 
Sfiatter,  and  the  more  he  coofi^ered  the  diificulties  that  hud 
aiifen  iince,  the  more  he  confidered  what  was  reqoipcd  bf 
tbe  conftitution  in  general*  what  was  due  to  the  privil^es 
of  peerSii  to  the  fubftaatiat  jufticc  to  wiiicb  tbe  pattjr  waa. 
eotitied,  and  to  the  delicacy  owing  to  the  coofideaiial  ieiv 
wants  of  the  crown  ^  the  mor$  be  confidered  all  ibcfe  ihings^ 
t^e  mo£e  he  was  convinced  that  the'  m(¥iie  wbtdi'Jiad  beeii 
aidppted  «tas  not  that  which  tbe  majority  of  tbe^baiiileMroukii 
6p  r^e^lion,  think  applicable  to  the  proceediogs  it  mibml. 
fpij^.     H^  hoped  tlK  attenttoa  of  tb^  boufei  would  •  ba  calked 
t9.;tb]a  matter  on  an  early  day,asd  that  tbofewko  difaf)^ 
pxqyed  of  any  part  of  tbe  courfe  Ute4y  ^f!ej&d:Upo%.irQiild - 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  fupporting  the  mo^  •  c^aflitu#« 
tioiial  ineafure  correfpooding  to  the  circumftaoc^Sr .  ^ 

J/r.  /V^  would  not  now  enter  into .  parlicatasSy  ais  tke*.. 
whole  matter  was  to  be  nlade  the  fubje£t  of  future  difcmftflitf 
but  bepftold  not  admit  the  difficultt<qs (latedbytbe^ttoiaey 
general,  as  they  were  infided  upon   by  tbe  right  hofiw.geay 
tieflnaa  (tbe  Cbanccllor  of  the  E^^ch^cjuer).    £i  all  pro&u* 
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lions  dii^SM  by  the  boure^  the  attorney  general  ^3$  re^ 
ifoniible*  .  If  the  prof6Cution  was  inftkoted  by  addrefs^  za 
intermediate  refponirhilicyrefted  upon  him  ^  but  the  attorney 
general  was  <iot  tbepeby  exempted  from  all  refponfibiiity. 
VVicti  refpeA  to  the  4Y>odQ  of  ph>ceedinf ,  be  was  one  of 
tfaoTe  who  approi^d  of  the  proceeding  by  impeachmem,  but 
though  that  mode  was  not  approved  of,  he  could  not  admit 
fiiat  thQ  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  not  fairly  taken  upon  it. 
The  forms  of  the  houfe  admitted  an  amendment,  by  omitting 
all  the  original  motion  but  the  word  *'  that  \**  he  could  nut 
help  thinking,  however,  that  fuch  amendments  Were  dif- 
gtacefvl  tethe  hoti^e.  The  only  diftinA  parliamentary  couif^ 
was  a  oration^  and  an  amendment  upon  it.  Nothing  was 
more  clear-' than  that  this  was  the  proper  parliamentary 
OHir(e»'thoQgii  his  majefty's  minifters  had  not  thought  pro- 
per to  coincide  in  it.  *  His  majefty's  minifters,  though  the^ 
tiJea  voted 'dg^ainft  both  the  modes  of  prorecution  piopofed, 
mtHi  did  him  and'his  friends  the  honour  to  fay  they  would 
lave  YOted  w<kh  tliera  in  preferetKrc.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
ihisi  ^en  :ni9W,  but  t>e  wifhed  they  bad  thought  proper  to 
d»clatethijir  I  preference  then.  'I  he  majority  was  forrted 
crf^.perfniis  ^foitie  of  whom  thoug-ht  one  mode  prefei'able, 
others  aaotiiei'y  but  all  iigreed  that  dther  was  deiirable  rat^^ef 
than  that  n6  p^oTeoatioa  whatev^er  fhould  take  phue.  Thiti 
would  be  tbe  princiBal  fuhje<5^  of  the  difcuflion  whkh  would 
take  place  cm  another  day;  ^ut  thdt-the  attorney  general 
was  DOC  to  take  upon  him  tlie  refponiibtlity  of  the  profeco; 
tioiit  or  that  it  may  not  be  put  upon  him,  was  what  he  could 
not  aHaw.  If  the  mode  of  impeachment  had  beenaadopted» 
difficulties  would  have  attended  that  alio ;  and  if  the  plea  of 
difl^cttkiea  iwv  offered  was  to  be  allowed,  there  was  no  one 
pcofecutian  which  may  not  be  flopped  and  abandoned  oq 
the  ikm^  grouiids;  He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  bear  this  in 
niind  wfaen  ibey  came  to  confider  the  right  ufe  to  be  made, 
et  the  ulterior  pi;octtediags  ;  a^  when  gentlemen  came  to 
coafiAr  what  bad  b^n  relblved  upon  and  what  was  further 
tabe  dope^ihe  ptojpriety  of  departing  frosi  a  rcfolution  de^- 
Jibeiately  formed  would  be  a  material  point  of  the  de1iberaf> 
iioii»  particularly  wlien  the  reconfideration  was  fuggefted  by 
«  party  wliich  was  not  a  friend  to  either  of  the  propofed 
aiodea  of  proiecution. 

Mr.  Bvn4^  wifhed  here  to  give  notice,  that  he  would  the 
Mftt  day  m0ve  an  inftrudion  for  excluding  the  matter  of 
JelUcoei  but  oa  the  fi^efUon  of  the  Cbani^llor  <)f  the 
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Exchequer,  who  thought  any  motion  on  the  fubjcA  likely 
to  involve  the  greater  part  of  the  general  (jueftiont  he  dc* 
ferred  his  notice  till  Tuelday.  • 

Mr,  Sheridan  thought  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  the 
intervention  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  not  Kkely  to  be  always 
attended  with  all  thofe  advantages  the  attorney  general  im« 
puted  to  it.  The  fecretary  of  ftate  may  hirofclf  be  the  per- 
ibn  under  profccution,  and  was  the  attorney  general  to 
communicate  with  him  on  a  profecution  againft  himfelf  ? 
for  *it  did  not  follow  that  he  would  be  difmifled  wbcn  a 
profecution  was  ordered  againft  him.  Thofe  who  were  moft 
aniious  now  to  rccal  the  impeachmentthey  before  refifled» 
fecond-d  \\\p  difficulties  ftaried  by  the  hon.  gentleman  (the 
attorney  general).  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  joined 
in  fupporting  the  original  mot.ion,  he  would  have  made  it 
inpoffible  for  thAt  to  have  happened  which  was  now  matter 
of  complaint  to  him,  and. he  would  have  had  the  beft  chance 
of  carrying  the  point  he  aimed  at,  preventing  all  prbfecM-r 
tjon,  becaufe,  though  they  who  propofed  inqfpeacUmciH  were 
content  to  voleYor  the  crimiaal  profecution  pn  the. failure  of 
that,  thofe  who  brought  fpr ward  the  crimii^  jjrjofccution 
'^wouid  not  have  voted  fpr.^the  impeachroent.  ^The  tight 
boo.  gentleman  was  therefore. guilty  of  a  bluiid^,  as  he 
often  was,  in  not  taking  part  with  tbem  in  the  fijcft  inftance. 
)f  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  followed  this  coi^rfe,  the 
houfe  would  not  have  fallen  into  the  utuaiion  in  which  it 
now  ftopd ;  for  of  470  who  were  prefcnt,  it  appeared  now 
that  420  were  of  the  fam^  opinion,  and  that  a  nvhority  of 
50' bad  jHefcribed  to  this  great  majority.  But  having  once 
come  to  the  refolution  of  adopting  a  criminal  profecution, 
it  was  now  a  delicate  queftion  to  think  of  recalling  that 
refolution  eo  return  to  another,  in  preference  to  which  it  bad 
been  adopted.  This  could  not  oe  done  witibout  ninoing 
the  rifle  of  having  no  proceeding  at  all,  for  |lw  whole,  of 
^thel  exitting  plan  fhould  be  relcinded  before  .any  thing 
'new  could  be  adopted,  and  it  was  matter  of  chance  whether 
iany  fubftitution  would  be  made.  The  bqqfe  tiffOuW  expofp 
itfelf  to  the  imputation  of  ficklenefs,  an^  it  would  (hake 
itfelfin  the  opinion  of  the  country  by  abandoning  allthat 
•bad  been  done  in  this  cafe,  without  the  certainty  of  being 
able  to  retrieve  and  recover  the  good  opinion  it  would  have 
loft. 

,  Mr.  Canning  allowed  that  if  a  minority  of  50  irbpofcd 
its  fentiments  on  a  majority  of  420,  that  was  not  in  itfelf  a 
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reafon  for  recalling  the  confideration  for  Ihe  purpofe  of 
reverfing  the  dfecinon  fo  made.  But  it.  was  woithy  of  tbc 
^oniideration  of  the  houfe,  whether,  if  an  opportunity  was 
affotded,  it  (hould  not  rcconiidcr  the  great  conftitutional 
queftion»  whether  a  man  fhould  be  tried  by  h'is  peers  or 
not.  .  .   * 

•  Mr.  Harrifon  faid,  this  was  the  lirft  time  fince  he  had 
had  a  feat  i IT  that  houfe,  that  he  had  heard  the  attorney 
|;cneral  call  for  inftruflfions,  when  a  profecution  was  ordered 
on  points, '.which  he  muft  know  better  than  the  houfe.  The 
houfe  impofed  the  tafk  on  him,  and  coniided  oit  him  for 
the  proper  management  of  it ;  and  then  he  came  to  the 
houfe  for  a  fpecificatron  of  the  grounds  of  charge.  If  |hq 
noble  lord  was  to  be  profccuted,  it  wkj  for  the  lenrned  gen- 
tleman to  judge  what  could  be  proved  againft  him»  and 
how  the  proof  c<nild  be  brought  forward.  What  was  darted 
hy  the  attorney  general  rand  the  other  right  hon.  gentlemaii 
on  the  fame  itde,  appeared  to  him  but  a  plan  to  bring  off 
the  criminal  from  a  profecution  directed,  to  he  inft|t^ite4 
^gatnft'hfiW.  IfHy  houfe  had  come  to  a  fpecitic  rcfolution 
teata  bfe^ih  of  ^ruft  had  been committed.and  the  attortiev 
general  wds  to  profccute  for  a  grofs  vtoiation  of  ihe  law,  and 
a  high  brca<ih  of  duty.  The  attqrney  general  wa^  W\% 
propejT  ne.rfon't6  judge  what  crimes  he  would  iefc'd;  and 
not  the'hOT'fe,"S*fhTch  had  not  the  'fame  means  qf  jotfgfiii^ 
as  geiitlemen  wete  not  id  general  ftlfficiently  conVerfant  wrtq 
the  law. 

The  Attorney  General^  in  explanation,  faid  it  was  ttot  v»it}i 
rtrpeil  to  points  of  law  that  he  wanted  inftiudions  ;  but,  a| 
lie  Was  to  exeuie  the  wiflies  of  the  houfe,  he  tfufted  he 
did  not  depart  from  his  duty  in  aiding  fome  inftrufllons  as 
to  thofe  wifhes. 

Mr.  Banki^  faw  no  reafon  for  altering  the  refolution  Ih^ 
iwfe  had  ebrti'e  t6;  and  he  conceived  that  thofe  W|io  for- 
hierlr  pteflfelJ  k  different  mode,  would  now  fee  reafon  to 
Jrecftni6tend^ihi!<.'  ^Vith  refpeft  to  the  propriety  of  a  fpeci- 
!«!'  itiort  of^hi*  cHminal  matter  contained  in  the  report  novv 
f^tyixx  gei^jH!/ rrt'charge  to  the  attorney  general,  he  fhould 
^eferve  hi'mfeff  till'  the  day  when  that  was  to  be  the  fubjcd 
Wa  dlftiria  dHcuffion. 

/  Mr  I  Roft  admitted  that  there  was  no  inftance  on  the 
^ournate^of  (pecific  ihftruftions  to  the  attorney  general  for 
managing  a  profecution;  but  there  was  uo  eale  on  the 
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lourilals  like  the  prefent:  none  af  the  exatnples  on  the 
journals  was  fo  complicated  as  this* 

Mr.  Bond's  notice  of  an  infliuflion  with  relpeft  to  JellU 
coe's  bufincfs  was  fixed  for  Tuefday. 

STATE    OF    THE   NATION.  "- 

Mr.  Grey — I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  calKng  the  attention 
tf  the  house  to  the  present  most  critical  state  of  the  countiyt 
Und  in  doing  so  I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  ipolof^  will 
be  necessary,  than  what  the  subject  itself  will  aflbrd.    Who^ 
Ihcrwelookto  our  foreign  or  our  domestic  state,  whether 
tve  fix  ournriew  on  our  ccSonial  establishtneBts,  on  the  situa* 
tlon  of'our  commerce^  our  finances,  or  our  armyor  navy^ 
whether  we  look  at  the  state  of  the  war,  and  the  chance  of 
our  state  even  in  the  event  of  peace,  we  shall  find  that  on 
every  one  of  thest  points,  forming  in  the  aggregate  the  actuai 
State  of  the  empire  at  large,  there  is  matter  of  aerioos  const* 
deration,  that  upon  the  whole  there  b  room  for  much  anxht^ 
ty,  and  that  to  carry  us  safe  through  the  present  crins,  will 
demand  all  the  wisdom  ^and  energy  we  possesr.    To  embrace 
all  this  variety  of  subjects  in  a  single  dbcussion,  would  exceed 
litiy  abilities;  however  great  5  and  for  me  to  offer  even  a  slight 
sketch  of  them  might  seem  presumption,  were  it  not  that  the 
state*  of  affairs  itself  so  imperiously  calls  for  investigation,  and 
^e  importance  of  the  interests  at  stake,  renders  it  the  dntj 
of  a  member  of  parliament  to  bring  the  situation  of  aftirs 
before  the  public.     It  is  now  two  years  since  the  commence- 
Itient  of  war,   a  war   in  which  we  are  ^till  engaged,  un- 
dertaken after  a  short  uncertain  interval  of  unavailing  peace* 
It  naturally  suggests  itself,  then,  to  inquire,  what  were  the 
grounds  on  which  the  war  was  commeiKed  ?  what  the  ob» 
jecfts  to  which  it  was  directed  ?  what  the  prospects  of  success 
with  which  it  is  attended  ?  and  what  the  best  policy  in  the 
condiitt  of  it  ?    The  first  object  which  presents  itself  is  the 
state  of  our  iinances,  a  subject  of  itself  sufficient  fcr  more 
than  one  day's  discussion  j  upon  which,  however,  I  shall  en- 
ter into  no  detail,  particularly  as  of  late  it  has  becA  the  prac- 
tice at  the  end  of  the  session,  to  lay  before  the  house  a  states 
ment  of  the  public  finances,  as  they  stand  at  the  time,  and  I 
hope  an  able  and  hon.  friend  of  mine,  who  has  already  di»« 
tinguished  himself  in  this  business.  Will  this  year  favour  the 
house  with  a  similar  exertion  of  his  industry.     At  the1>egin- 
xiing  of  the  war  we  were  assured,  that  the  war  couki  be  car- 
ried on  for  several  years,  without  any  addition  to  the  capital 
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of  the  debt,  by  borrowing  no  more  than  was  cxtingnished  by 
the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund.  I  at  the  time  doubted  the 
folidity  of  this  promise,  and  we  are  now  certain  that  it  wa$ 
£iUacious.  For  three  years  of  the  war  forty  millions  have  al« 
ready  been  borrowed,  and  tn  addition  of  at  least  thirty  mil- 
lions made  to  the  capital  of  our  dd)t»  beyond  what  the  sink* 
ing  fund  has  redeemed.  Such  is  the  effect  of  the  war,  as  to 
the  capital  of  our  debt  already  ;  but  when  we  contemplate  the 
magnitude  of  our  expenditure,  when  we  consider  that  last 
year  our  expence  amounted  to  seventy  millions,  and  that  this 
year,  in  all  probability,  it  will  be  more,  it  is  iuipossible  not  to 
9ee  that  our  iindnces,  though  undoubtedly  they  are  still  greatj 
and  with  good  management^  adequate  to  the  greatest  objects^ 
must  deserve  the  serious  attention  of  every  British  statesman, 
"JThey  airc.ia  ^uch  a  situation  as  to  render  either  prodig^  ^d- 
0iiaistratjip<ii^or  w^antoa  expence,  in  the'highest  degi:ee  crimi* 
xial/V  and  ix^  a  <ompari^n  of  our  prospects  they  strongly  re-^ 
i^iod  us  th^  was  ought  not  to  be  pursued.  If  peace  on  fair 

'  awd  l^ncjurabl^ybprms  can  be  obtained.  But  it  is  not  the 
^ak0^p^  lofoMf  e^jtr^rdin^ry  war  expenditure  only  that  must  in« 
cie^e.  ]^^  Wert^waij  to  ceas^  immediately,  our  permanent 
expenditure,  ip'u^  be  gi^eatly  increased*  I  shall  not,  I  belieVo,! 
be  contradictedy  when  I.say  tha,t  ^he  whole  amount  of  the  in- 
terest, &c.  of  our  debt,  will  t)e  at  least  thirty  millions,  'an4j  ' 
looking  at  the  state  of  Europe  after  a  peace,  it  cannot  be  ima- 
gined that  we  €Ouid  sit  do\m  with  a  peace  establishment  of 
less  than  forty  millions  a  year.  At  a-  time,  then,  when  the 
:anlount  of  the  taxes  is  sq  great,  and  when  foi^  the  iirst  time* 
there  appears  reason  to  conclude  from  their  produce,  that 
£hey  have  been  carried  as  far  as  they  can  go,  it  is  the  more 
tMcessary  to  inquire   whether  war   be   indispensable.     Bat 

•  leaving  this  subject,  I  shall  barely  allude  to  the  state  of  the 
amvy  becai^ee  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  that  subject  was 
$a  completely  discussed  by  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wind« 
l^m),  aad  ja  nptice  of  a  motion  has  been  given  by  an  hon.  co- 
lonel (Craufurd)  so  qualified  to  do  it  justice.  This  much^ 
fapwcvcr,  I  may  observe  generally^  that  the  necessity  of  an 
ifnprovemcnt  of  our  army  was  last  year  universally  admitted. 
It  was  so  particularly  insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  shape  of 
a  charge  against  others,  that  it  cannot  now  be  forgotten  or 
disputed*  Yet  it  has  been  shewn  that  any  improvo.nent  that 
may  hai^  taken  place  is  far  short  both  of  what  the  nation 
Ipd  a  right  to  expect,  and  of  what  its  situation  demanded. 
The  supplementary  militia  Jhas  been  reduced^  and  this  mea-^ 
Vol.  >II.i»oj.  3B  l(iro. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I70l  ,    THE  PARLfAMBNTARY  REGISTER.  [CoMMOMn 

sure»  as  far  as  it  goes,  I  do  not  disapprove ;  but  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  if  it  gives  us  any  advantage  in  point  of  disci- 
pline and  quality,  it  adds  nothing  to  our  number  for  home  ^ 
defence*    Bnt  allowing  as  much  for  this  as  can  be  claimed^  ' 
yet,  when  ire  compare  our  wboie  military  force  with  that  of 
the  enemy,  with  his  increasing  means,  with  his  uninterrupted 
exertions,  with  the  menaced  attacks .  upon  us,  withdrawiog 
our  naval  protection  to  foreign  stations,  we  shall  be  forced  to 
conclude  that  we  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  ' 
iat }  that,  in  comparison  with  our  danger,  our  means  of  secu- 
rity hav^  not  advanced,  and  that  in  reality  the  country  is  now 
less  upon  an  equality  with  the  preparations,  and  with  the 
means  of  France,  than  it  was  last  year  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  so  strongly  arraigned  the  imbecility  and  incapacity 

.  of  his  predecessors  in  office.  It  appears  from  a  paper  I 
have  bdbre  me,  that  since  January  1 805,  there  have  been 

raised  four  thousand  two  or  three  hundred  men,  by  ordinary 

^iprecruiting.  Of  these  above  two  thousand  have  been  for  re|^* 
ments  at  honie.  It  appears  too  that  the  casualties  within 
that  period,  to  the  regiments  at  home,  is  within  one  hundred 

V  and  seventy  oi  the  whole*  supplies  they  have  received  by  or« 
.dinary  recruiting.    And  if  we  reckon,  as  doubtless  we  may* 

7  the  casualties  of  rejgiments  on  foreign  stations,  at  least  as 

Seat  as  of  those  at  home,  it  will  follow  that  the  army*  on  the 
qting  it  now  stands,  can  with  difficulty  be  kept  by  the  re« 
.  emits  It  receives.    The  reducdon  of  the  militisi,  which  makes 
no  addition  to  the  numbers  for  home  defence,  is  the  only 
.  augmentation  which  the  army  of  the  country  has  obtained  in 
\  the  course  of  the  last  yeat.    The  whole  of  this  subject  vollbe 
'^  so  much  moi<e  ably  stated  by  the  hon.  colond  (Craufurd)  who 
->  has' turned  his  attention  to  it,  that  I  shall  abstain  from  any 
further  remarks,' contenting  myself  with  saying,  that  diose 
'  facts  which  are  within  the /level  of  every  man's  observation* 
"^  ave  of  themselves  sufficient  to  excite  anxiety  in  so  important  a 
branch'  of  bur  defence.    I  proceed  now  to  that  which  is  the 
-  grand  bulwark  of  our  safe^,  the  navy  $  and  if,  as  we  havo 
:  4een^  there  is  no  cause  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  im- 
-:  provemenf  of  our  finances,  or  of  our  army,  I  £ear  that  the 
'State  of  the  navy  will  affi>rd  little  more  reason  for  exultation. 
'    Last  year  at  this  time  we  had  in^coramission  of  the  line 
eighty-eight  ships,  and  at  the  present  moment  I  understand 
the  number  of  this  class  in  ^r'Simissioii  isvonly  ninc^-one^ 
being  an  increase  of  ^  three  since  last  year.    There  havctbcen 
added  seven  frigatesj  twenty*two  sloops^  and  fifty  guni-bvigs. 
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The  number  of  seamen  voted  last  year  was  seventjr-dght 
tliovsand,  and  the  number  actually  mustered  was  above  eighty* 
seven  thousandt  being  above  nine  thousand  more  than  the 
'Vote.  What  the  number  now  mustered  is  I  cannot  say» 
•but  I  apprehend  from  the  difficulty  of  manning  the  ships 
put  in  commission^  of  which  I  /have  heard  something)  ihatt 
the  mimber  now  mustered  is  not  greater  than  that  mus* 
tered  this  time  twelvemonth.    The  addition  of  -line  of  battle 

:  ships^  and  of  firigates^  we  see,  is  very  small,  and  though  that 
of  gux>*brigs  is  larger  in  the  amount,  I  do  not  think  it  adds 
greatly  to  our  security.  I  fear,  indeed,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  been  deceived,  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
dass  of  vessels*  Compared  with  the  immense  number  of  the 
enemy,  they  are  nothings  and  if  our  defence  were  to  depend 
on  them,  we  should  be  wretched  indeed.  The  improvement 
of  the  navy  in  that  dass  of  ships  which  musjt  constitute  our 
chief  defence  against  every  naval  attempt  of 'the  enemy  is  bf 
no  means  sadisfactory.    It  is  admitted,  indeed,  by  many  on 

'  th«$^  other  side^  that  ovr  navy  is  not  in  the  state  in  which  it 
'Ou^t  to   be;    but  this  they  assert  as  matter  of  chacge 

'  against  a  fbriner  board  of  admiralty.  That  charge,  aisi  the 
defence  of  the  accused  party,  forms  just  ground  of  inqniry 
into  the  has*  For  my  own  part,  I  profess  to  be  Uttk  verged 
in  the  subject,'  but  as  far  as  authority  goes,  and  as  far  as  i^y 
own  investigations  can  form,  the  ground  of  my  judgment,  l< 
am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  system  of  Lord  St.  Vincent 

:  was  the  best,  and  that  if  he  had  remained  in  office  he  would 
have  placed  the  navy  of  England  in  that  state  of  superiority 
and  of  power  which  all  friends  to  th^  country  must  desire  t& 
see.  This,  however,  I  only  state  incidentally,,  and  after  the( 
opposite  opinions  so  strongly  advanced,  as  deserving  of  exa« 
-mination ;  and  with  a  view  to  our  situation  either  n>r  carry- 
ing on  war  with  vigour  or  negotiating  with  effixt,  the  navy 
demands  the  most  serious  care  and  attention  of  the  housc^-  uT 
from  these  topics  we  tarti  to  our  domestic  situation,  then-jn- 
deed  there  is  room  for  a  satis£iction  umningled.  Never  waft 
there  a  period  when  the  people  were  more  disposed. cboefNr 
fhlly  to  bear  the  burden  imposed  upon  them  by  the  circumr 

*  stances  of  the  times. .  Never  was  there  loyalty  more  active 
and  more  cordiaU  Never  was  the  spirit  of  the  vriiole  nation 
morrdetermined  to,  resist  every  attack' on  their  independc 
o^,  and  to  defend  themselves  at  every  hazard.  But  while 
Vie  congratulate  ourselves  on  this  pleasing  picture,  we  cannot 
krlp  observii^,  that  the  burden  of  taxes  presses  hard  on 

,  3  B  a  many 
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tnany  classes ;  and  we  ought  the  more  to  feel  that  burdens 
borne  with  so  much  loyalty,  should  be  lightened,  if  possible  ; 
at  least,  should  not  be  increased  without  necessity.    If  we^ 
look  at  Ireland,  I  hope  that  tl^ere  too  we  shall  find  groand 
of  satisfaction,  for,  in  part  through  the  conciliating  sdminis- 
tration  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  composing  that  country.    More  indeed  has  bee& 
done  by  the  example  of  the  consequences  of  French  aid  to 
those  who  ever  looked  with  any  degree  of  hope  to  the  efiects 
of  French  co-operation.    If  the  sf ate  of  Ireland  be  not  yet  so 
satisfactory  as  it  might  be,  yet  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  Irish  now  see  the  advantage  of  British  connection,  and 
that  they  know  that  what  they  have  to  expect  lirom  the  ISb^ 
rality  and  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  would  utterly  be  h)ot  - 
by  French  conquest}  that  by  contributing  to  the  injury  of.. 
their  natural  friends,  by  a  correspondence  with  France,  tbef  '. 
.would  only  be*  adding  themselves  to  the  list  of  slavea  wOtom  * 
France  has  seduced  under  her  dominion,  either  in  ftn:ad>}ect  i 
dependence,  or  totally  stripped  of  their  name  and  e^^isfeciice  > 
as  a  nation.    Such  reflections  and  such  examples  must  haie  ' 
wrought  a  great  change  in  the  sentiments  even^  of  the  disaf- 
fected.   But  still  there  is  voom  for  farther  improvement*^. 
There  is  room  for  that  entire  cordiality  between  the  two 
coimtries,  or  rather  between  the  different  parts  of  the  empire^ 
that  instead  of  being  our  weakness,  Ireland  should  be  one  of 
the  chief  instruments  of  our  greatness  \  instead  of  absorbing  a 
large  portion  pf  our  military  force  to  preserve  tranquillity^ 
she  might  contribute  so  large  a  portion  to  the*  active  military 
strength  of  the  state.    To  me  it  seems,  that  while  any  obsta- 
cle remains  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  ^the  catholic  body,  in 
regard  to  the  objects  for  which  they  petitioned  the  legisla* 
ture,  the  progress  to  perfect  tranquillity  and  to  complete  co^ 
operatioii  must  be  far  short  of  whit  it  might  be.    Yet  both 
'  by  legislative  measures,  and  by  those  of  administration,  muck 
may  be  done.     I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Lord 
Hardwicke  to  do  every  thing*  that  idepends  upon  him,  but  I 
fear  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel,  as  here,  they  la- 
bour under  the  distraction  of  a  divided  government.    Lord 
Hardwicke  can  never  give  full  effect  to  lus  wishes,  while  the 
second  officer  in  Ireland  Is  allowed  to  continue ;  while  the 
system  of  the  first  of  second  minister  of  Ireland  in  this  house 
is  so  different  from  that  which  Lord  Hardwicke  would  be 
disposed  to  adopt.     Much,  therefore,  as  has  been  done, .  yet 
IBuch  remains,  which  a  wise  administration  might  accont^ 

plish; 
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pHsh  $  and  Ireland  still  appears  that  part  of  the  empb«  ta 
which  it  is  impossible  to  look  without .  some  anxiety,  and 
mthoQt  feeling  that  it  merits  our  utmost  vigilance  and  atten*  *, 
tion.  As  ta  the  state  of  the  war,  it  will  be  found  to  afford  aa 
iitde  ground  of  exuhation  as.  any  of  the  topics  we  have  re- 
viewed. The  war  ki  India  may  be  thought  an  exception^ 
but  on  that  Inanch,  as  indeed  not  connected  with' the  war 
with  France,  and  as  already  discussed  at  much  detail  on  a  mo* 
tion  of  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Francis),  I  shall  not  enlarge. 
liCt  us  then  shortly  intimre  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the 
irar  ;  what  the  objects  of  it,'  and  the  chances  of  their  att^un- 
meat?  The  general  object,  independent  of  the  particular  « 
causes  enumerated  at  the  time,  I  apprehend  to  have  been  the 
nedsssity  of  limiting  the  aggrandizement,  and  restraining  the 
4UQbition  of  France ;  and  some,  I  beKeve,.  went  so  far  as  to 
infbt.QH  the  necessity  of  reducing  her  power.  What  pro- 
cess then  has  been  made  in  these  objects  ?  Is  the  power  of 
Fzance  reduced  ?  Has  any  barrier  against  its  increase  beea 
obtained?  .On  the  contrary,  has  not  Bonaparte  placed  the 
iron  crown  of  Italy  on  his  head?  Has  he  not  converted 
Spain  from  a  reluctant  tributary  into  an  active  and  efficient  ^ 
ally  ?  Is  not  Portugal,  because  we  are  unable  to  defend  her^ 
coa^ielled  to  furqish  a  subsidy  to  be  employed  in  the"  annoy- 
ance of  her  most  ancient  and  most  sincere  friend  ?  Does 
not  Belgium  still  continue  incorporated  with  France,  and  is 
not  Holland  entirely,  under  her  control  ?  Are  not  both  of 
them  compelled  to,contribut^  their  exertions  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  coumry  ?  Are  not  their  jports  filled  with  prepa- 
rations for  invading  us?  Is  not  Hanover  occupied  by 
France,  and  compelled  to  furnish  supplies  for  the  enemies  of 
her  lawful  sovereign  ?  Are  not  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenees,  the 
Rhine  an<l  the  otean  the  boundaries  of  France  ?  And  while 
her  power  on  the  continent  seetns  both  extended  and  consoli- 
dated, is  there  any  prospect  of  an  efficient  confederacy  to  li- 
mit her  insolence  and  reduce  her  power  ?  On  the  contrary, 
are,  not  the  great  powers  of  the  continent  averse  from  any 
continental  war  ?  Does  not  France  occupy  Italy  and  Switzeiv 
land,  as  positions  from  which  ta  fall  upon  Austria  ?  Does 
she  not  hold  Hanover  to  watch  the  north  of  Europe  ?  And 
'  while  her  strength  seems  thus  extended,  and  her  positions  so 
formidable,  is  therb  any  thing  in  her  int^nal  situation  to 
afford  a  rational  prospect  of  relief  from  time  or  accident  ? 
Are  her  finances  ruined,  her  army  mutinous,  and  her  navy 
dilapidated?    But  this  y^v:  we  have  had  no  comparisons 

from. 
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firom  tlie  right  Hon.  geijitletnaa  between  die  resources  and  the 
credft  of  France  and  this  country;  vft  haivc  heard  no  asser» 
'  fion  that  she  was  on  the  verge,  day,  in  the  gulf  of  faon^fr- 
ruptcy ;  or  any  hope  whatewarj  that  from  want  of  means  she 
would  be  compelled  to  gfare  up  the  contest*    Even  Sir  Fraiw 
CIS  D'lvemou^  persevering  in  his  war&re  with  tbe  Fsencis 
finances, affords  us,  at  least  upto the  presebt moment, little 
room  for  congratulation.    The  expose,  some  time  met  pre* 
aented  by  die  French  government  to  the  legislature,  asserts 
diat  without  new  imposts,  or  extraordittary  resources  or  loanj^ 
the  war  will  be  maintained  by  the  revenue  of  thirty  maUons 
a  vear,  and  that  if  the  n^  were  to  last  tee  yesrs,  it  would 
add  nothing'to  the  debt  of  France,  while  ttet  of  'En^smA 
will  be  increased  four  milUards.    This  prottdie  resemUet 
that  made  by^e  ministers  of  tlus  country  at  the  b^gimmig 
of  the  war,  but  I  am  afir&id  thiat  hitherto  at  Usut  it  hm 
'bedi  better  kept,  since  even  Sir  Praads  Dlvernois  admUi 
that  her  contributions  in  time  of  war  wili  cever-the  do- 
fideacy  in  her  receipts,  and  that  her  domestic  ^rrvoarMs 
and  her  foreign  contributions  lia^  covered  her  expenctft. 
He  thinks,  indeed,  that  this  must  cease,  since  riie  sn{^lies 
from  Spain  are  cut  off  by  the  vigorous  policy  of- this  govern 
ment;  a  policy,  however,  which  I  fear  thb  ooensry  ww  Imve 
cause  to  me,  when  we'  see  the  tribate  exchanged  for  ^€0^ 
'  operatibff  so  active  and  so  e&ctual,  as  appears  now  to  be  dm* 
played.    That  ^uch  a  country  as  France,  ^th  an  active  mid 
ingenious  population,  should  be  ruined  in  her  finances,  while 
ber  expenditure  is  confined  within  thirty  fluUioos  steiiing,  it 
^  were  the  height  of  absu^iicy  to  suppose.    If  then  die  war 
were  to  be  a  war  of  finances,  and  allowing  c^crv  thin^ 
for  the  superior  industry,  capital,  and  commerce  of  thi^  it 
would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  conquer  by  that  means,  while 
eer  own  expenditure  was  little  short  of  eighty  milliona» 
and  that  of  our  opponent  hot  thirty  millions  a  year*    Bet 
if  we  cannot  raise  our  hopes  on  the  approaching  bankrupt- 
cy  of  France,  can  we  calculate  upon   the   state  of  Mr 
ttnny  ?    Are  not  Us  numbers  complete,  its  q>irit  nnbrul> 
en  ?    Is  it  not  commanded  by  the  most  skilfiil  officers  ?  Aed 
does  it  not  on  every  side  occupy  the  most  fbrmidaUe  po« 
tttions  ?  Surely  this  comparison  with  our  own  does  ndt  en« 
courage  any  flatttet*ing  hope  of  attaining  the  objects  of  the  war* 
Is  the  state  of  her  navy  more  consolatory  to  us  ^  We  have 
added  three  ships  ot  the  line  tO'  our  uavy.    France,  by  ex- 
traordinary exertions^  has^  in  the  course  of  last  year^  added 

fleets 
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fleets  to  hers.    The  navy  of  France  cannot  now  be  estimated 
at  less  than  forty-eight  ships  of  the  line  ;  the  Dutch  have 
deven  S2il ;  Spain  in  all  haS;  sixty-one  sail  i  hot,  allowing  k 
great  number  to  be  unfit  for  service,  I  bdieve  I  am  within 
the  mark  when  I  say^  that  Spain  ctetribates  to  the  navy  of 
Fntee  twenty-five  ships  of  the  line  fit  for  sendee.    Thus 
France  has  in  all  eighty-three  ships  of  the  line  at  her  disposalf 
being  eight  less  thsm  the  force  we  now  have.    This  dispro- 
portion^  indeed,  is  greatly  increased,  by  the  superiority  of 
skill  and  disdpline  possessed  by  oUr  seamen.    But  snll  we  see 
that  France^  within  $a.  short  a  spuce,  has  made  advances  to» 
wants  us  aitjQgetlwr  unexpceted*    She  has  contrived,  too,  hj 
well  combiv^  pbns,  amd  through  the  want  of  tigour  and  in- 
ifiUi^ouce.in  onjrgovemn^Ht,  to  send  to  sea  considerable  cxp 
.^Mhtxons.  .QccivyiQg  Ifurge  divisions  of  our  fleets  in  blockades 
iifmfL  Jun*  whole  line  of  coastf  she  has  equipped  armaments 
iblttiKtlve.^seaped  ottr^-^i^limce^  have  gone  toour  distatit  co- 
i»^  committiiftg.  depredations,  if  not  to  the  extent  ^they 
n^i^J^liafe^donf^  depredations  highly  prejudicial  to.  our  in- 
jMmt^T and  diiglfaoefijl  to  the.natioju.    It  certainly  is  an  ex- 
trwrdinai^  spectacle  st  |he  end  of  t^o  years  of  a  war^tmder- 
taken  to..Uiait  the  aggrandizement,  and  reduce  the  power  of 
Francy, '9lidihat  too  under  eifcum^anee3«  particularly  lasvtb 
the  na!ialit9lQ<^France|.p6ciAiarly  favourable,  that  we  now  see 
her  moroji^erful .  than  ever  )on-  the  continent,  growing  foiw 
nsidsMe  on  the  oce9%  threatening  iour  foreign  possessions 
with  »  powerful  armament,  of  whicSt  thqngh  we  ax'e  ignorant 
of  Ifae  destinaticm,  we  are.ahnost  certain  that  it  will  go  to  some 
quavter  where  w^  have  not  an  adequate  force  to  oppose  it. 
The  circumstances  attending  the  sailing  of  the  Touloa  fieet» 
and  its  junction  with  that  of.X^diz,  are  of .  themselves  sufiir 
qently^cxtraordinacytQ  call  for  inquiry.    The  Toukb  fictt 
$tliled  twice  without  being  met  by  our  fleet  in  the  Mddtler* 
caneani  wbi^  not  only  showil  our  want  'of  intelligence,  kot 
shb  want  of  a  a>ivvenient.  station  in  that  sea  from  which  to.ob- 
aervef  l^e  mev^mepts  pi! the  enemy,  a  circumstance,  by  the  wsiy^ 
which  may  serve  to  ilUist^te  the  importance  of  Malta,  to 
.  w^dhs  at  the  b^inning  of  the  War^  ao  much  was  attached*.  It 
i^cd  twice»*  however^  ^without  interruption,  and  having-ef- 
.^£Dctc4  a  junction  with  the  Spaniards  s|t  Cadiz  on  the  ^iLiof 
April)  proipeeded  to  sea  agaui.    And  is  it  not  -an  eztraocdi- 
nary  circumstance]i  ^t  now,  pn  the  20th  of  June,  we  should 
be  ig^iorant  of  the  destination  of  so^^arge  an  armament,-  which 
«1^  froai  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of  Aprili  to  itxike-^  Uowat^somc 
.  '  .  ••    of 
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of  our  foreign  /settlements  ?  Indeed,  so  extraordinary  is  this 
affair,  that  the  house  ought  not  to  separate  till  it  be  in- 
vestigated. I  must  add,  too,  that  the  conduct  of  the  officer 
•who  commanded  our  fleet  off*  Cadiz  when  the  French  ap- 
peared, on  the  face  of  it  calls  for  inquiry.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  Sir  John,  Orde  may  hot  be  able  to  justify  himseir;  Kc 
^certainly  was  greatly,  inferior  in  point  of  numbers!  We  trust, 
onjnany  occasions,  to  the  superiority  of  our  navy  under  great 
inequality  of  numbers,  but  nothing  has  more  tendid  to  create 

S'  "lat  excellence,  which  justifies  the  confidence,  than  the  sound 
iscretion  e;x.crcised  in  the  appointment  of  naval  commanders, 

a  discretion  on'  which  the  public  opinion  ought  to  have  no  ia- 
'^considerabl^  Flight,  because  that  opinion  calls  forth  the  merit 
^Jt  rcward$.     1  do  not  blame  Sir  John  Orde  because  he  Jii- 

staqttj^  put  to  scatas  soon  as  the  French  fleet  appeared  •,  he  w^ 

Inferior  to  the  enemy  doubtless ;  but  thei 
*h?§Ji  spirit,  and  a  strong  feeling  of  the  pu 

X^^  to  run  great  risks  for  great  objects, 

x^^ioii^^  when  bold  attempts  are  often  cro 

Ht^ejist;  find  the  best  consolation  for  d 

jit^iag  fact  is,  that  Sir  John  Orde  mad< 

^at  tlielijxQment  when  a  junction  was  to  be 

'the. Wojt  Important  consequences,  and  pri 

jtjQiiis  tpi^ntry,  were  likely  to  ensue^    ^ 

^eveW  may.  bq  perfectly  justifiable,  I  only  s: 

Ibr  ;^yestigation.     The  state  of  his  fleet 

is.  to  m^ke  it  improper  for  him  to  do  that  which,  with.a  fleet 

^h'sy^t^iblp  order,  he?  would  have  attempted.    I  have  seen  a 

TO{^i;wbicK  gives  ah  slccount  of  the  whole  fleet,  and' of  eacli    . 

Sh5p;  jW|^€ictiYely  of  his  fleet.     IJic  Glory  is  stated  to  have 

Jl^jgettjiu;:!  In  her  mast,  anid  otherwise  out  of  repair ;  the  De- 

^Gfigj^wg^leaky,  and  is  since  gone  into  da 

gM)|i^^^^. likewise  defective  in.  various. po 

jfU^emi^s  and  Renown.    If  this  represcntatic 

^yolves  a  most  serious  charge  upon  the  ,  ac 

J^  s^ips  should  have  wanted  water,  whlc 

It^^d  fi;pm  the  coast  of  Portugal,  or  froin  C 

'i^i  to  say^   At  any  rate,  however,  wK) 

X)r3e  leave  behind  some  vessels  to  watch 

j^iien^y,  and  to  give  such  information,  either  to  Lord  ^i^I$pjpL 

Vhen.b^  cape  down  the  Mediterranean,  or  to  govjerhni^t  ai 

ihomcxthat  the  foe  might  have  been  pursued  with  a  probab^ 

'jity  of  bvjertaking  him  ?  Why  did  not  Sir  John  Orde,  if  liy 

jtbpught  nimseif '  unequal  in  any  manner  to  cp^e  iJi^e  en^fny^ 

I 
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^tand  away  to  Ferrol,  and^  joinipg  that  squadron,  obstruct  the 
sailing  of  the  enemy's  armament,  and  perhaps  defeat  it  ?  Or 
might  he  not  have  taken  a  middle  station,  to  watch  them  till 
joined  by^ome  other  squadron  ?  Tbes?  are  all  very  important 
circumstances ;  the  public  .expects  the  elucidation  of  them  \ 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  house  to  lead  the  way  In  the  inquiry. 
As  to  the  destination  of  the  fleet,  Jamaica  appears  to  me  the 
jnost  likely  object,  and  there  is  a  rumour  in  town,  which  at 
least  may  be  true^  that  it  has  been  attacked.  After  that  BrazU 
appears  the.  most  prQba,ble  object,  find  it  is  one  every  way  pf 
vast  importance :  as  a  military  station,  it  would  give  the  encxof 
the  command  of  our  India  trade.  "We  could  not  blockaw 
Rio  Janeiro ;  and  our  India  fleets  must  go  under  a  convoy  afi 
strong  as  the  enemy  on  that  station  might  be.  As  auxiliary  to 
ultimate  views  in  India,  it  would  be  of  vast  consequence,  and 
it  would  supply  ship  timber  \  it  would  afloM  immense  wealth^ 
,<«nd  it  would  aSect  our  Interests,  by  depriving  us  of  the  Brasll 
cotton,  so  essential  in  our  manufactures.  If  their  object,  how:- 
ever,  be  the  East  Indies,  I  shall  rejoice,  because  there  I  wcck 
parsuaded,  that  though  they  may  do  considehible  injury,  xhcj 
will  least  afl*ect  our  perqjianent  interests,  and  will,  in  the  ena, 
most  certainly  be  overcome  \  and  with  such  officers  as  Sir  Ed-^^ 
ward  Pellew  and  Sir  Thomas  Trowbridge  in  that  quarter,  there 
"nnrould  be  little  chance  of  their  acquiring  any  ascendancy  by  sea. 
In  every  quarter  to  which  they  may  go,  however,  they  can  me^ 
with  no  force  adequate  to  oppose  them,  and  the  question  ap« 
^J)ears  to  be  only  tms.  Where  are  they  likely  to  do  the  leaist  d^ 
mage  ?  If  we  escape  we  can  ascribe  at  only  to  Providence,  uxi» 
less  we  calculate  cm  the  same  mismanagement  in  this  that  hat 
been  conspicuous  in  their  former  naval  expeditions,  whicb^ 
jhowever>  in  the  'preseot  circumstances,  is  not  so  likely  ai 
on  other  .occasions.  Such,  then,  is  the  situation  of  tbe 
war,  the  war  that  was  to  limit  the  ambition  and  'feduC^ 
the  power  of  France.  But  we  have  reiifted  the  threatened 
iHvafion  I  This  appears  to  me  a  very  futile  boaft.  The  in- 
'Irafion  was  threatened  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  it  ft 
Threatened  now.  If  it  has  not  hitherto  been  attempted,  that 
ipay  be  afcribed,  not  fo  much  to  our  domefiic  preparationt 
Ira  to  the  fuperiority  of  our  navy.  I,  for  one,  never  believed 
tnat  the  invaiion  wobl<)  immediately  foe  attempted.  ^  It  has» 
{n  a  great  meafure,  anfwered  what  probably  was  its  end  ;  it 
has  Kept  the  nation  in  perpetual  alarm,  aod  expofed  us  tP 
.fmaaenie  expence,  without  at  all  advancing^  the  obje^  of 
Che  war,  and  all  the  preparations  fortbedeCgn  are,  accor^- 
Vot.  lU.  1805.  3^  ^4 
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?ng  to  the, Information  in  the  king's  fpeech,  ftill  continued^ 
Tlialone  greatobjeft  of  the  enemy  was  todiftraAouiaiientioriy 
IS  highly  probaUe  ;  but,  if  invafioii  ever  was  the  objed,  there 
is  t\o  reafon  whatever  to  believe  that  it  is  abandoned.  What* 
ever  Bonaparte's  character  in  other  rcfpefts  may  be,  we  have 
not  feen  tharasa  ioldicr  he  is  fubjefl  to  paflion  ;  he  15  not  to 
"be  incited'by  taunts,  to  an  attempt  for  which  things,  are  not 
^endy  ;  but  if  affkirs  here  are  conduced  as  they  have  becrr^  ^ 
When  our  fleets  are  fcattcred  in  purluir  of  the  enemy,  when 
tAjr  troops  arc  difperivd  in  foreign  felllemenis,  that  attempt 
Tpr  which  the  preparations  have  never  been  rebxcd  a  mo-  ' 
^crrt,  may  at  h(\  he  tried';  amd  that  Ponaparte  fees  all  thefe 
•cbmbinations  there' can  be  no  doubt.  The  boast  of  not  being 
jhvadcd,  is  one  of  the  jtiost  idle  and  absuW  which  it  is  pos- 
'kibje  to  conceive.  _         " 

-^*  Th'ti?  I  have  slvewn,  from  imquestiotrable  fzcts^  that  np 
*tdtitCTii\  improvement  has  titken  pJa<rc  :in  our '  tnflitary  acrd 
jizrval  state ;  tliAt  none  of  the  objects  of  thfc  wariiave  been  aiU 
•ISncd ;  and  that  no  progress  whateven  has  feocn  made  ttf- 
Vards  them,  or  is  likely  in  future.  In  this  situstibn^it  t^  thfc 
=|rriipa*ibus  duty  of  the  house  to  call  tipoR  mihisicrferto  gi^  ds 
Isoinei-fttio'nal  prospect  of  pursuitrg  the  w;arwith  stijoess,  orrf 
•'^explainnig  to  us  that  peace  on  equitable  and  hooocrabTe 
terms  is  not  to  be  obtained*  This  leads  me  to  notice  the  state 
-of  our  continental  alliance,  as  Ulluded  tx>  in  the  speech  from 
*tlie  thrortc,  in  the  speeches  of  the  minister,  or  in  other  com- 
•mvmicatfon?.  On  this  he.id,  too,  I  ifear  thete  is  nothings  on 
*whith  we  can  congratulate  ourselves.  While  Bonaparte's 
'power  bii  the  cofttineht  fcAVains  unimpaired,  he  exercises  over 
*hisr  neighbours  an  ftrfltrenci  of  policy  or  liitimidation  which  at 
"^jjresifnrfeavesilittle  roomto  hope  ftr  efficient  co-cipcration. 
^  At  the  beginnmg  of  the*  session  we  were  told,  '^  Notwoh- 
TSttrffcfing  these  transartions,  so  repugnant  to^^ery  sentiment  of 
'^  moderation  and  justice,  I  have  recently  received  axonimnm- 
."cation  from  the  French  government,  contaiiiing.professions  of 
^  a' pacific  disposition.  I  have,  in  consequence,  expressed  rxiy 
•'earnest  desire  to  embrace  the  first  op]portttnify  of  lestoring  the 
:  bles^fAgs  of  peace,  on  such  grounds  as  may  be  consistent  with 

the  permanent  safety  and  interests  of  my  dominions;  l!>ut,I 
j  am,  Corrfident  yOu.>viri  agree  with  me,  that  those  placets  are 
*  closely  connected  with  the'g;eneral  security.of  Europe.  I  have^ 
''thdrdfol-e,  not  thought  it  r?ght  to  enter  iilto  any  more  parti- 
\calartxphhation,  without  previous  communication  with  those 

powefs  bu  th&eontmcnt  "with  whom  I  ani  engaged- in  ccmfi- 
K  ^  1  dential 
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dential  intercourse  and  connection,  with  a  vrew  to  that  im- 
portant object,  and  especially  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia',  who 
has  given  the  stroi^gcst  proofs  of  the  Avise  an^  cUgniticd  sen- 
timents by  which  he  is  animated,  and  of  the  warm  interest  he 
takes  in  the  safety  and  ind«{iendance  of  Europe."— There  i^ 
no  instance,  I  believe,  of  the  house  being  thus  left  so  much  iii 
the  dark,  not  of  the  actual  state  of  tilings,  hut  of  the  views 
and  objects  of  government.    The  former  it  may  be  proper  to 
conceal ;  but  of  the  latter,  can  it  be  fit  that  the  liouse  shouU 
be  ignorant,  when  the  public  is  to  undergo  the  burdens  they 
may  involve?  The  communications  on  such  subjects  during 
the  war  have  been  generally  of  three  kinds  :  Ehher  they  state, 
^at  peace,  tlxrough  the  spirit  and  ambition  of  the  enemy,  is 
onattainable ;  or  that  propositions  have.«beeh  received,  but  not 
sucK  as  to  justify  relaxation  in  the  conduct  of  government,  or 
tpreparatipns  for  the  war  ;  or,  lasytly,  they  have  announced  nc^- 
sotiations,  ithenesolt  of  which  woidd  in  due  time  be  laid  b6- 
rorc  p^liament^/  But  his  majesty's  speech  merely  says,  that 
to  an  overture,  on  the  face  of  it  fair  and  open,  no  answer  can 
-lib  ^^oen^  because  bis  majesty  is  engaged  in  confidential  inter^ 
course  with  ofhcr  powers.     No  views  whatever  qf  the  pcrlic^ 
to  whicli  that  intercourse  is  directed ;  no  hint,  whethcrlt  is  an 
intercoorsb  pointing  to^arrangemeot  for  peace  or  for  war^  is 
given, '   Such  Avas  the  ignoraiice  of  parliament  at  the  opening 
of  the  session*    From  some  of  the  principles  stated  in  another 
part  of  the  speech^  of  which  I  have  read  an  extract^  I  am  sa£ir^ 
from  dissenting,  that  I  am  happy  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  concurrence  in  them  to  any  fair  consequences 
to  which  they  can  be  carried,     'i  he  speech  says,  that  the  iij- 
^erest  of  this  country  is  connected  with  that  of  thecontircntj; 
and  that  proposition  is  peculiarly  true  in  the  present  circum- 
stances or  Great  Britain  and  of  Europe.   I  therefore  tUstinctfy 
avow  my  assent  to  diis  proposition,  t^ecause  witliout  n  great 
and  powerful  co-operation  on  the  continent  there  can  be  no 
:  chance  of  re^ucihg  the  power  of  France  \  and  because  unless^ 
.failing  that,  t}>c  great  powers  take  a  part  in  jiegotiation  in  one 
eh^^je  or  otlier,  my  hope  of  permanent  perxc  will  be  much 
wcukened.     But  in  saying  thia  I  must  say  too,  that  unkss  the 
co-operation  of  the  continental  powers  be  such  as  to  afford  a 
rational  prospect  of  success,  it  would  not  be  desirabkr.     In 
that  case,  too,  it  appears  to  me  tiiat  a  sepanite  peace,  on  mode- 
rate terms,,  would  be  preferable  to  a  n^ere  defensive  war.     If, 
indeed,  the  enemy  were  to  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  reject  all 
equitable  termfi>  iJ>e  nation  would  then  not  only  submit  to  a'  de«- 

3  C  2  fensive 
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fbnsive  war,  but  to  every  sacrifice  and  pri^ationi  rather  thai 
iall  -down  at  the  feet  of  France.  Then,  indeed,  it  would  be 
.pronto  make  no  peace,  and  the  spirit  of  the  country  would 
make  none  till  every  resource  had  been  exhausted,  ana  every 
exertion  tried  $  till  we  could  say  in  the  words  formerly  qaoted 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman-— 

Potuit  quae  plurima*virtus>  &c. 

This  extreme  case  is  not  likely  to  occur  ;  but  if  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  that  defensive  war,  which  is  only  not  worse  thap 
mn  inadequate  peace,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  house  to  see 
that  it  was  not  so  conducted  as  to  be  even  more  dahgerous 
than  peace^  and  to  take  care  that  evety  efibrt  should  be  .well 
directed,  and  every  expence  applied  witheconomy«  The  other 
akerhative'I  have  mentioned  is  a  separate  peace,  in  case  the 
•0(M>pcration  of  the  continent  or  the  concert  of  other  pcima^ 
in  n/!gotiation  were  unavailing*  I  hope  such  a  peace  will  not 
take  place.  It  is  impossible  to  say  beforehand,  however,  wh«| 
tlich  a  peace  might  be ;  it  might  be  bettor  than  a n^ete^  de£ai^ 
WvewafT.  A  great  responsibility  would  be  on  thoseviwho  com- 
^udedit,  as  to  the  time  and  the  terms  of  it,  attd  obtaiqinrg 
^thebest  sectunties  which  circumstances  wonki  admit,  -fiut^at 
:vi7.fite.they  ought  to  be  such  as,  if  violated, ;  would  at  onct 
tAew^  in  the  strongest  Ught,  the  injustice  and  violence  of  the 
>fnemy.  Upon  these  points  I  shall  not  dilate,  as  it  is  impos* 
aiblc  f  anticipate  eithei^  the  circumstances' that  would  justify 
4W-  condemn,  sach  a  transaction,  whether  peace  were  nego* 
tiat^d  in  conjunction  with  our  allies,  or  under  the  mediation  or 
^arahtce.of  other  powers.  Let  us  now,  then,  examine  the 
Answer  €ent  by  our  government  to  Bonaparte's  ov^ture.  Had 
iweat  tbiit  time  been  engaged  in  alliance  with  Russia,  or  had 
«cgqtiatfoh9  with  that  power  been  so  far  advanced  as  to  be  on 
die  evidof  concluaon,  it  would  have  been  highly  proper  tode* 
4ime  any  negotiation  till  Russia  was  consnked;  If  the  nego<» 
tiatioosior  alKance  were  in  an  advanced  progress,  surdy  they 
ought  now  to  have  been  brought  tON3  conclusion.  If  they 
Vere  not,  might  not  ministers  have  answered  Bonaparte,  and 
pointed  out  a  negotiation  with  other  powers,  as  that  most 
UkUy  tp  lead  to  peace  ?  As  far  as  appears,  there  was  not  su& 
£cient  reason,  so  far  as  our  intercourse  with  Russia  was  cotw 
cerned,  for  not  giving  a  more  direct  answer  to  a  direct  over* 
turei  There  is  a  want  of  information  on  the  subject,  I  coo^* 
^Si  which  leaves  us  much  in  the  dark  in  this  discussion  $  bat 
it  k  to  supply  that  information  that  the  pres^tmotion  is,  ii| 
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part,  incended.  .  Since  the  opeoitig  of  the'sessiod,  hoittVer^  %« 
have  received  another  comtnuaicfttibn^  the  messae^e  now  mi 
the  table.  We  are  told,  **  That  the  comaBiulication8*!irfaicfi 
have  t9ken  jpbce,  and  are  still  dejpehdingt  betweeti  his  ma/estj 
and  some  of  the  powers  of  the  continent,  have  liet  yet  heett 
brought  to  such  a  point  as  to  enable  hismajesljr  to 'by  the  r^ 
stilt  of  thecn  before  the  hoiise,  or  to  enter  into  any  nirther  ex«* 
planatioh  with  the  French  government,  consistently  with  the 
sentiBiients  expressed  by  his  majesty  -nt  the  opeawig.W-  tKo 
present  session.'^  I  have.said  that  the  speech  at  thcopcntnfK 
of  the  session  left  us  ignorant  of  the  state  of  tfai^  iiiten:oars^ 
with  Russia,  and  We  received  no  Information  titt,'  on  the 
opening  of  the  budget,  the  right  hon.  gentlemaQ.sisaIrd  tfadt 
he  proposed  to  reserve  five  millions  to  be  voted,  afisrwaxxis,  -^ 
subsidies  to  fore^  powers,  if  circumstances  rendered:  iteii^ 
;pe(£cot.^  Fiver  months'*  have  elapsed  since  that  ttme/'md  sdn 
.wo  have  no  information,  either  on  the  actual  state  <of  :the  tm* 
gotktion  or  the  objects  of  it,  except  as  far  as  h  xtmy^lie 
gsthich-ed  from  the  subsidy  yrc  are  called  on  to  «tt./  Tte 
mode  of  procdedin^,  at  thr  beginning  df  the  session,  sqppeai^id 
^mpreoedented,  ana  this  still  more  so ;  for  we  are  callcdjiin/tit 
vote  money  for  objects  we  do  not  know,  ignorant  whetfafaf 
the  money  is  to  be  in  the  first  instance  appbed  to  pase^^utc 
$he  war,  or  only  in  case  the  enemy  refose  reasonable  rtems'idf 
peace,  which  it  may  now  be  intended  to  propose.  TMs  jim 
deed  would  be  to  leave  a  large  discretion  with^ministewi  skok 
as  never  before  was  claimed*  Last  war,  indeed,!  ar<siim^  watf 
left  at  the  discretion  of  ministers,  btit  it  was  after  the  ob}ecr^ 
was  thoroughly  known,  the  power  to  w'hich  it  was  granted  asf  ' 
certained,  not  to  mention  that  the  amount,  a  'AAtig  of  no  small 
practical  imp()rtance>  was  so  much  less.  But  heie  the:  csuse^ 
the  means,  the  prospect  of  co-operatio^,  its  Value,  its.  appUcsi^ 
rion  are  befiDreh^od  unknown,  and  it  is  to  be  ieft^in.  the  dhk- 
cretion  of  the  minister  to  apply  five  mfflions  in  any  tnanncrv  fr0 
any  purpose,  and  to  any  power  he  may  think  fit;  Surely  the 
house  will  not  so  far  abdicate  its  fimctions,  asthusy  Mindfolcti 
io  vote  avruy  its'  essential  right  of  controling  the  application  of 
the  public  supplies.  Subsidies  undoubtedly  may  sometimes  be 
expedient,  but  the  policy  of < granting  them  will  depend  eft 
the  object  to  which  they  are  directed,  the  power  that  is  tOT6* 
cdve^diemj  and  his  ability  and  disposition  to  render  a  fair 
equivalent  of  service.  The  time  of  granting.thenir  ought  to 
be  considered.  But  at  present  how  do  we  know  who  are  the 
^wtrs  to  be  subsidized  i  Can  we  expect  an  efficient  co« 
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operation  without  one  of  the  great  powers,  Austria  or  Prus* 
$ia  ?     Without  theniif  would   the  co*operation   of  Russia, 
even  the  greatest  of-  the.  other  powers,    not  to  speak  of 
Denmark  or  Sweden,   be   worth  purchasing?    Ahd  what 
is  the  time,?  If  Russia  be  the  princi^l  power  to  be  sub- 
sidized,"  shall  we  be  told  in  the  end  of  June  that  it  is  neccs<^ 
sary  to  come  to  this  vote  for  any  efi^cicnt  co-operation  this  sea- 
son ?  Let  us  at  least  be  informed  of  the  grounds  and  object 
of  the  alliance  with  Russia.    If  the  negotiation,  after  so  long 
a  delay,  be  not  ready,  surely  its  consummation  cannot  be  dis- 
tant, if  it  be  at  all  probable.     Then  let  the  house  sit  till  the 
affair  be  adjusted ;  and  whatever  inconveaieoce  might  arise  to 
individuals  from  a  protracted  session,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to 
attend  the  business  of  their  country  on  an  occasion  of  sxich 
magnitude,  involving  the  highest  privileges,  ^nd  most  impor- 
tant functions  of  a  house  of  commons.  I  have  thus- laid  before 
the  house,  at  gre^r  length  than  I  could  have  wished,  a  fcw^ge«? 
Deral  outlines  of  the  situation  of  thecountry,  tritical,  intheopi^ 
tiioh  of  all,  beyond  any  example.  Every  fact  Whioh  iS'hefosQ'us; 
^vcry consequence  towhich  the  facts  evidently lesidsim^KMiedipod 
xis  the  duty  of  investigating  our  state ;  and  parliam^rotrgist  not 
to  separate  till  it  has  ascertained  the  safety  of  the  coiORry.    If 
the  motion  of  which  I  gave  notice  appeared  to  me  necessary  a 
few  days  ago,  it  appears  more  fit  and  seasonable,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  message  presented  yesterday ;  and,  when  called 
npon  ts>  i'^otc  a  sum  of  five  millions,  without  inJbrmatiop  of 
any  kind,  I  trust  the  house  will  hesitate  before  they  pledge 
their  own  credit,  and  the  money  of  their  constituents,  in  a 
manner  so  unusual.     I  therefore  move.  That  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  pr^esented  to  his  majesty,  th^t  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  not ^o  prorogue  his  parliament  till  he  is  enabled  to  lay 
before^  theni  the  J^esult  of  the  communicat  ions  now  depending 
between  his  majesty  and  otlier  powers,  and  the  views  and  ob- 
jects of  the  same. 

'  Li^rd  Qnstlenagh  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  hon.  gentlo*- 
man  through  the  whole  of  his  statements j  bot  merely  to  reply 
to  the  general  points  of  his  argument.  The  hon^  gentleman 
had  contended  that  it  was  not  consistent  with  the  duty  of  the 
house  to. place  such  a  discr^j^on  in  his  majesty's  government, 
as, the.  vq^e.  of  the  sum  alluded  to  would  amount  to  ;  but  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  he  trusted  he  should  persuade  the  house 
that  if  they  could  not  intrust  such  a  discretion  to  the  pr<?sent 
government,  they  ought  to  substitute  some  other  government, 
to  which  %hzy  could  intrust  .it|  and  that  no  case  cotild  warrant 
*-, ,  #  *  thcif 
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f heir  withholding  it,  bat  a  want  of  confidence  in  hfs  majes^ 
ty's  government,  th'a^,  if  an  occasion  should  arise,  they  would 
tiot  •  assemble  parliarAent  to  communicate  the  mattpr  to  theml 
He  concurred  ih  a*  great  part  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gen* 
tlcrmn.  'He  agreed  particularly  in  what  ;he  had  stated  in  the 
bittset  of  his  speech,  that  there  never  had  been  a  period  lA 
the  history  of  the  coiiiitry,  when  the  people  had  been  more 
true  to  themselves  and  their  real  intei*ests.     He  ciOTcurred  to6 
with  tHelion.  gentlertan,  that  if  Ireland  Was  not  precisely  in 
tKt  state  in  which  it  was  d^irable  it  should  be,  it  was  rapidly 
'advancing '^towards  it.' '  He  vtas  ready  to  jom  issue  with  the; 
hon-  gentlemdn  in  Ms'  preliminary  matter,  for  hfe  perfectly 
agreed!  with  him.  Thq  hon.  gentleman  might  justly  call  upoa 
his  majesty's  ministers  jo  justify  and  explain  the  nianner  in 
•which  thty  had  applied  the  resources  and  -faciKties  of  the 
immtty^  iud  how  they  had  disposed  of  them  in  the  prosecu!^ 
tign  ofthe  war.     The  hon.  gentleman  h^d  ih  this  view  a<f- 
Petted  tto  the  stsvtc  of  the  army  and  the  navy.    It  was  ssitisfac^ 
Itiry,  htwufevcTj  i:<>'his  righf  hop.  jfiriend,  as  it  mast,  have  been  tia 
tJK5iQUse>.<bat<tn  thd  ijrst  point  to  which  the  hon.  gcntleiwaii 
had -adyeftsed  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  he;  ha4 
tnade  no.cbargc  against  the  able  administration  of  that  depart* 
mcnt.    The  prosperity  of  the  country  which  was  to  be  infer*- 
red  from  the  flourishing  state  of  itfi  finances,  was  certainly  no 
argument  for  the  prpsccution  of  a  war  that  was  not  in  itself  just 
and  necessary.    The  hon.  gcntlemarf  had  stated  that  the  wat 
bad  been  begun  under  an  assurance  that  no  addition  would  be 
made  to-  the  national  debt  in  the  prosecution  of  it.     £ut  the 
tion.  geatleman  must  recollect  that  this  statement  had  been 
made  in  tht  contc^mplation  of  a  certain  Quantum  of  war  ex- 
penccs,  and  if  that  ratio  of  expenditure  had  not  been  exceeded, 
this  country  w'ould  have  been  in  the  singular  situation  of  main* 
taitiing  a  war  expenditure  of  25,000,000!.  annually,  without 
adding  to  its  debt.     WTien  the  war  commenced  it  had  a  sin- 
gtiiar  chiu-actci**:  the  enemy  threatened  our  existence^  and.  we 
'had  to  provide  iiirthat  instance  only  for  our  defence.  .  Sii^ce^ 
Bowever,  it  had. been  the  policy  to  apply  our  military  rcsouiy 
cts  noi  ohly  tathc  purposes  of  defence,  but  for  active  ofFcn^ 
sive  operations  if  an  occasion  should  offer.     The  hon  gentle- 
man had  stated,  that  now,  at  the  end  of  two  years  of  war,  our 
debrhad  been  increased  thirty  millions.     The  fact  was,  that 
'  tht»  was  the  noonnal  addition  to  it,  and  not  more  tlian  half 
that  sum  had  been  borrowed.    The  hon.  gentleman  had  ani- 
sudarertedon  the  state  of  the' army  and  navy^  and  had  ma<iie 
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^cli9fjS5  of  want  of  v^goijr  ioaaded  Apon  it  againtt  his  xnaje^ 
tfs  govenunentk  tie  lud  stated  that  our  military  situation 
iMd  not  been  improved.  The  Ixoiu  gi^tleman  douki  not  have 
looked  attentively  at  the  sabjecr*  or  Jbe.  would  not  have  rated  to 
ipw  QiA'  gc^aeral  militarjr  position^  nor  stated  that  it  had  not 
pnd^rgone  a  codsiderable  improvepieat  since  the  period  wit^ 
which  he  liad  compared  it»  As  to  the  general  amoont  of  thier 
^EEiilitary  forcep  he  should  not  deny  that  it  was  highly  JestraUe  t6 
Udd  CO  our  military  strength  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  carry 
it  even  beyond  what  it  was  at  present.  But  when  the  Jum. 
^cntleflBao  rc^esenti^  it  as  inadequate,  he  oi^^ht  toj^ve  copv 

Eired  it  ^|tb  its  state  at  some  fbrmer  period  of  oar  history* 
p  was  aware  t)bjit  tfaxs  would  not  be  a  just  criterion  of  its 
jiresent  adequacy^  but  it  would  be  a  criterion  of  the  power  o£ 
calling  forth  the  military  strength  of  the  conotry,  and  of  the 
jffiirts  of  former  govcruments  for  that  purpose.    In  th^ 
yeaf  iSoa,  oiir  whole  negular  force>  exdusive  of  inifitia,  was 
.iHio  huodred  apd  sieventv«ibur  ^ousand  jnen ;  on  tfae  ler 
June^ :  i805»  it  %vas  one  hundred  and  senenty^sik.  thousand 
;<iigbt  himdred  and  ninety-nane,  so  that  it  >waa  rum  thitethdiH 
find  more  than  at  (he  period  when  it  had  bqen*  higher  ^sia 
jit  aiiy  former  period  of  our  history  $  therefore  tjl^e  p&ture  thre 
Jion.  gentkman  had  drawn  of  our  military  stipotigdi.  was  too 
gloomy  sd^d  unbounded.  If .  the  hon.  gentleman  ixxik  the  period 
of  the  change  c^  .adm^tration>  it  woiddijte  £mod,  tl^t  tho 
..military  Ibrce  had  been  improved  in  quaUty^  as  well  as  canied 
to  as  high  a  degree  as  poss^  under  theorcumstauces  of  the 
eooQtyy^    The  gross  amount  of  the  military  force  was,  is 
1804*  two  hundred  ap^  thirty-two  thoQsand,.at  present  it  war 
jtwo  hundred  and  forty«seven  thousand,  being  an  increase  oT 
fifto^  thousand  on  the  gross  force*    The  troops  serving 
jibrdad  aaaoumed  gt  present  to  sbotyi*sevon  tfaonsand,  being  sn 
increase  of  nsn^^en  thousand  above  what  ijiey  wem  in  lSa4y 
so  that  there  was  a  total  ijacrinseof  thirty*fiv8  thrnitaBld  tegtt* 
.Jar  troops  since  that  period.    1  he  disposabie  snfantf|  wve^  in 
s8o4»  ninety«eight  thousand;  they  w)^  now. cod  hmdrtA 
and  twenty  thousand^  being  an  ingrease  of  twemy4»N>  llM* 
jMud ;  so  that  our  military  force  'Was  nowgnsaisr  thtei  evc^ 
and  prove  J  the  country  to  be  in  st  situation  nighly  encottSsg^ 
iogy  so  far  from  justifying  the  gloomy  views  of  the  hM.  gen- 
4eman*  The  noble  lord  then  8Uted»  that  the  regular  reCNsti&g 
had  produced  within  the  first  four  months  ofthis  year  aevcdl 
thOQMK^d  four  hundred  and  sixty*four»  and  these  bad  beesi  1 


MiKsd  tburteen  thousand  from  the.militiaj  making  together 
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an  accessioD  of -^  twenty  tfaou9aiid»  There  iiiras  therelbre  reasott 
to  expect  that  fifteen  thebsand  more  would  be  obtained  by  the 
ngabar  recruiting  ui*the  next  eight  months  of  the  year,  fi^ 
tto  other  mesBs  of  procorkag  an  acee^ssion  to  the  army,  three  - 
thonsandL  had  been  obtained  Soring  the  last  five  months  of  last  ' 
jear,  and  -five  thousand  in  the, first  fire  ihonths  of  this  year» 
ami  without  at  all  interfering  with  the  regidar  recruiting*  The 
next  pbiiit  to  which  the  hon.  member  had  adverted  was  the 
atate  of  the  navy«  He  nad  considered  only  the  number  of 
sUps  in  commission,  but  in  order  to  make  a  fair  and  impartial 
4Xunparisoni  he  ought  to  have  taken  hito  his  .view  the  hum** 
ber  that  had  been  put  out  of  commission.  Since  the  period 
alluded. to  thece  had  been  added  to  his  majesty's  navy  twenty* 
three  ships  of 'the  line,  fifty-eight  frigates,  eig^ty^^wo  gun* 
teigs,  and  tbixtywtwo-iii^c-«hips,  making  in  all  an  addhipn  of 
one  biindrod  and;seventy  snil ;  and  notwithstanding  the 'num* 
her  put'6nt  a£> commission  from  being  unfit  for  service,  and  ca^ 
tualtier,  &c.  the  nomber  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions!  now 
iK^commisnoR.  texceeded.  those  in  1804  by  one  hundred  and 
sixtif  sasL  <  <  But  thccatnparative  state  of  the  navy  must  depend 
CAihe  elqg^ncy  of  the  moment  and  the  duty  itJbadto  p^rfdrm; 
and  oUilJ^t^onnAbe^was  prepared  to  argue  it.  Thehon; 
member,  in  :tfaali  part  of  his  speeehiWhorein  he  had  stated  thad 
all  the  ob)ectK)0f  the  war  had'&ikd,had  appeared  to  ikavcmsSv 
t«ted  the  bbje^s  of  the  war.  His  impression  of  tius  lofa^la* 
tf  thft  war  was,  (and the  house  would  recollect  what  iobj«ctfi.it' 
had  sanctioned  by  its^approbation;)  not  a  speculative  hopo  of 
feductng  xfae  power  of  France,  or  its  influence- on  the^  conti- 
nent I  'not  the  speculative  hope  of  being  able  to  confine  it  within 
Us  pipesent  limits,  or  of  peducing  these  limits:  no,  it  was  the  con<i> 
viction  irrcsiattbly  imprcswd  on  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  mUs 
mateni  aM  00  the  country,  that  they  had  no  choice  that  they. 
had^cnV^^?'^^'^^'^^^  ^^  should  engage  In  the  war  c 
wit|iin!Hic  S00MBitie4in»their  possession*,  or  endeanroorto  condiikkr 
^^  VlhklfeW^f^CMoct  would  have  been  ycriminal,  and  might) 
Itmt^Sl^QflM^ti^  ^  groundof  chargeagainsih&i 

ga%(Miy'»gp^ferpmcDti>  The  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  this  oib»Jw 
jpQU>f^i||N}  Vflr*ro,havc  been  copeUuee  by  our  own  cfibrt$  tha- 
wh^rptlwoT'Of  France^  and  then  had  charged  the  increasod* 
niim^cif.-ilwei^my  asa'p;iPQof  of  the  £iilure  o£  his  majcst/s*:' 
mimiMWiiand'.the  <ibjoct^  of  the  wan  But  he  shoi^ld  have^ 
^^MiM  tb^  llkt. French  ruler  would  not  have  proceeded  in,  hiar* 
pi;^glMfto£^S;ff»»ny  and  usurpation  from  the  throne  of  Fvanoe? 
t^^rtiat  of  Itiily;  from  the  plunder  of  Holland  to  the  subjocti0sr| 
gKoC.  m.  1805.  3D  in 
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in  which  he  kept  Spaing  Switzerland,  and  the  continent,  if  we 
had  continued  at  peace,  in  order  to  prove  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters culpable.  The  honourable  gentleman,  after  having  nn- 
truiy  represented  the  objects  of  thje  war,  had  proceeded  to  a 
criticism  on  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted. 
He  thought  as  highly  as  any  one  of  the  naval  resources  of  this 
country,  but  he  did  not  think  them  capable  of  affording  us  a 
commanding  superiority  on  foreign  stations,  and  enablin|;  U3 
to  continue  the  blockades  at  homp.  We  had  to  choose  whe« 
ther  we  should  keep  (down  our  force  on  foreign  stations  or  at 
home.  The  enemy  at  first  directed  their  whole  attention  to 
the  invasion  of  this  country  j  before  they  changed  that  cha- 
racter of  the  war,  the  hon.  gentleman  would  riot  have  ap- 
proved of  the  distribution  of  the  naval  force  by  his  aiajesty's 
minifJters,  if  whilst  the  enemy's  fleets  were  in  Brest,  Rochefert, 
Toulon,  &c.  our  force  at  home  were  to  have  been  weakened  to 
detach  squadrons  to  the  West  Indies.  It  was  sufficient  to  have 
the  means  of  sending  a  force  from  home  to  follow  the  enemy 
to  any  part  of  the'world.  The  arrangements  had  bqenihade' 
with  a  view  to  keep  over  the  enemy  a  superiority  at  Touloa 
and  the  Mediterranean,  at  Calais,  Ferrol,  Riochefort,  Brest, 
See.  There'  was  besides  a  strong  squadron  off  Ireland.  No 
point  had  been  neglected,  and  the  superiority  h^  been  main- 
tained in  every  station.  The  argument  of  the  hon.  member 
relative  to  the  escape  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  would  go  to  give 
up  the  blockading  system  altogether.  If  v^  fleet  could  get  out 
of  a  port  where  our  force  was  stronger,  it  could  certainly  get 
into  a  pott  where  it  was  weakest*  The  hon.  member  appear- 
ed to  insinuate  that  blame  was  imputable  to  Sir  John  Orde  an<i 
Lord  Nelson,  for  the  escape  of  the  Toqlon  fleet.  The  nature 
of  a  blockade  was  such,  that  there  was  perhaps  but  one  or  two 
ports  in  the  world  that  could  be  completely  blockaded^  andi 
therefore  when  the  enemy  was  vratching  the  opportunity,  cer- 
tainly not  glorious  to  himself,  of  stealing  out,  it  Was  not  s«r*» 
prising  that  they  had  succeeded.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the? 
hon.  gentU^man  would  not  persevere  in  detracting  from  the 
glories  and  the  laurels  of  the  noble  lord,  who  was  equally  <i)s- 
tinguished  as  a  patriot  and  a  hero.  The  hon.  geiltleman  had 
charged  upon  his  majesty's  ministers  that  they  did  not  know  to 
what  part  of  the  world  the  enemy's  fleet  had  proceeded  ;  but 
the  iiitbrmation  that  a  government  ufuaiiy  had,  wa$  as  totlie 
force  in  the  harbours  of  the  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  ^their 
equipments,  which  might  lead  to  a  conjeaure  of  their  dc£. 
(iaation.  The  noble  lord  who  commanded  the  channel  fleet 

h?4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ions  20.]  STATE  OF  THE  NATIOI^.  i§t 

had  general  inftru£tions  to  detach  in  purfuit  of  any  of  the 
enemy's  fquadrons  that  fhould  efcape  from  the  wefiem 
ports;  when  the  enemy  changed  their  mode  of  warfare, 
arrangements  had,  been  made  without  delay  to  foHow  them 
to  any  part  of  the  wurld.  He  now  came  to  that  part  of 
the  hon.  gentiepfian's  fpeech  which  was  mod  important^ 
.  He  was  happy  to  iind  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  no  dif- 
ference with  him  on  the  general  principles.  He  had  ad* 
mitted  that  it  was  impoiCble  to  fecuie  the  permanent  inter- 
efts  of  this  country,  and  particularly  at  this  time.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  ftated,  that  the  overture  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, alluded  to  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  was 
frank  and  open  ;  but  if  the  hon.  gentleman  had  adverted  to 
tiie  fpirit  of  the  meilage  of  the  French  ruler  to  his  council 
a  fow  days  after,  he  would  not  be  lik^ely  to  defignate  the 
overture  frank  and  open,  nor  would  he  think  thdt  much 
would  have  been  gained  by  a£ling  inconiiderately  upon  it. 
He  trufted  the  houfe  would  adhere  to  the  fentiments  in 
their  addrefs^  that  his  maiefty  would  not  return  any  anfwer 
to  the  overture  fill  he  (hould  communicate  with  the  powers 
of  the  continent.  ,The  hon.  gentleman  had  ftated,  that 
there  were  three  defcriptions  of  communications  ufually 
made  to  the  houfe  at  its  aflembting  pending  a  war,  either 
that  the  war  was  to  be  continued  from  the  impofllbility  of 
making  peace,  or  that  no  eligible  terms  could  be  obtained, 
or  that  negotiations  were  going  on.  As  to  the  latter  head, 
the  communication  in  his  majefty's  fpeech  was  as  ample  as 
any  the  crown  ufually  made.  It  was  impoflible  that  his 
majefty  could  give  any  further  communication  to  parliament, 
and  he  called  on  the  houfe  to  place  confidence  in  his  ma-* 
jcfty's  minifters.  It  was  impoffible,  under  all  the  circurn-* 
ftances.  of  the  cafe,  to  give  a  more  detailed  view  of  the 
tranfadttOB.  He  aflced,  whether  the  negotiations  could  have 
been  completed  in  a  ftiorter  period  ?  There  were  three 
points  of  flew  to  which  ourxommunicatrons  with  the  conti- 
nent might  be  direded  ;  whether  the  powers  of  the  conti- 
nent would  co-operate  with  us  in  the  war ;  whether  they 
ibotild  co*operate  with  us  in  confequence  of  the  tefufal  on 
the  part  of  tfie  French  government  to  accept  terms  of 
peace ;  or  whether  they  ftiould  aft^  in  concert  with  us,  in 
defeniive  meafuresof  the  continentV  to  enable  the  powers 
there  to  refift  the  encroachmertts  of  France.  He  put  it  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  narroweft  grounds,  whether, 
^oniidering  the  diftance  of  Rui&a,  and  the  period-  of  the 
3  D  2  year, 
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year,  the  ne|otiation  could  have  been  brought  to  a  conclu* 
fion  fconcr  ?  Whether  in  the  prefent  disjointed  (late  of  the 
continent,  and  the  difficulty  of  communication,  the  negotia* 
t^n  could  be  concluded  in  a  ihorter  period  ?  The  hon.  gen** 
ticmaii  feemed  to  charge  it  upon  bis  majefty's  miniliers^ 
that  they  had  not  had  the  negotiations  in  a  more  forward 
ftate  at  the  commencement  of  the  feHion*  fo  as  to  be  now 
more  ripe  for  communication;  but  the  houfe  would  recoile£l 
that  it  was  about  that  time  that  the  court  of  -Ruflia  became 
fatigued  with  its  fiiendly  Interferejice,  in  the  multiplied 
breacli«s  of  treaties  by  the  French  government,  and  an 
opening  of  profpefts  was  made  for  con  tine  ntaf  co-^peratiun. 
The  hon.  gentleman  liad  argued  that,  if  Ins  roajefty*s  mi. 
nifters  were  not  prepared  to  advife  him  to  bring  a  iletailed 
communication  before  the  houfc,  parliament  ihouid  con- 
tinue fitting  till  fuchcommunicdtiv>n, could  be  macjc.  The 
adoption,  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion  would  betray  a 
jealoufy  of  his  majcily's  minifler^,  that  theyriwould  not  be 
difpofed  to  afTemble  parliament,  If  a  neceflity  ^OiuJd  occur. 
The  vote  would  not  fetter  parliara^^nt  as  to  thoiitcMffion  of 
,  the  queflion  at  its  next  meetii\g.  Ijic  proc^ding^- would  be 
novel  and  unufual,  and  might  have  a  very  matsrial  dScA 
upon  the  councils  of  the  powers  with  whom  we  trc  negor* 
tiating;  it  has  no  precedent  in  ihc  hiftory  of  the  country. 
The  noble  lord  recapitulated  the  principal  points  to  which 
he  had  adverted,  and,  canlending  that  ih^  hoji.  gentleman 
had  made  no  grounci  for  his  motion,  concluded  by  expreC* 
ing  his  Intention  to  give  it  a  negative. 

Mr,  IViudham  was  of  opinion  that  the  queftion  to  be 
confidered  qn  this  occaiion  was  not,  as  the  nM\A^  lord  who 
had  juft  fat  down  had  {lated  it,  whether  tlie  amount  of  the 
fum  propofed  to  be  voted  wa^  neceflary,  or  whether  that 
fum  would  be  properly  applied  ;  but  whether,  undec  all  the. 
circumftances  orthe  country,  it  would  i^e  proper  that, parlia- 
ment Ihould  be  prorogued.  It  was  not  mean^  to  be  aifued* 
not  had  any  thing  of  the  kind  been  faid  by  hia  hon.  mead 
who  opened  the  debate»  that  mtiiiiiers  coujd  oc  ought  to 
make  any  communication  to  the. houfe  at  prefent^  witb 
regard  to  any  negotiations  they  might  be  engaged  in  with 
foreign  powers.  But  this  he  would  maintain,  that  in  order 
to  afford  the  opportunity  of  making  the  earlieft  poffibie 
communication  upon  that  important  fubjed,  parliament 
Ihould  not  be  prorogued  ;  that  was  the  praflical  queftion  at 
{(Ttte.    Bat  the  objedlion  to^comply  with  the  moiiop  was»  it 
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feemed,  that  fuch  compliance  would  imply  a  waiH  of  confi- 
dence in  his  majefty's  minifteis.     1  o  that,  however,  he 
wouM  fay,  that  the  confidence  demanded  was  more  thait 
they  or  any  other  minifters  were  entitled  to  claim.  What  I 
that  parliament  fhould  (eparate,  leaving  the  country  in  fud^ 
a  ftate>  fyrrounded  with  fuch  menacing  dangers,  and  i'o  in- 
adequately provided  to  meet  them  !  Every  man  out  of  doors 
muft  feel  furprife  that  the  thought  could.be  entertained  (oc 
a  moment  at  fuch  a  crifis.     Every  man  muft  fav  that  we  are 
at  prefeat  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  it  was  impofiibte  to  con- 
ceive what  plan  of  proceeding  government  had  in  conteai- 
plation :  at  what  point  their  policy  was  levelled,  or  to  what 
It  was  likely  to  lead,  whether  to  peace  or  the  ferious  profe- 
cution  of  the   war,    nobody  could  tell  or  divine,  though 
all  were  naturally  anxious  to  afcertain  their  obje^.     At  a 
tioie,  then,  that  iuch  doubt  and  anxiety  prevailed,  and  that 
there  was^  fo  little  difpoficion  to  confide  in  the  difcretionof 
his  majefty's  minifters,  could  it  be  ferioufly  urged  that  it 
would  be  wife  in  parliament  tofeparate?  If  the  perlbnal 
cdnvemence  of  members  were  offered  as  a  ground  for  pro- 
rc^^sion,  be  would  iky  with  his  hon.  friend,  that  fuch  a 
ccmfidcratlon  was  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  th^  reafons,. 
that  prelied  upon  the  houfe  to  continue  fitting.     The  con- 
fideration  of  perfonal  convenience  was  indeed  unworthy  to 
be  alleged  in  tlvat  houfe  againft  the  performance  of  a  ^reat 
public  duty,  when,  to  fay  the  lead,  the  affairs  of  the  empire, 
upon  a  general  view,  were  irt  fuch  a  fituation  that  parlia- 
ment ought  to  continue  in  a  ftate  of  immediate  fuperintend- 
ence.     To  continue  would  not,  he  miiintained,  imply  any 
undue  want  of  confidence  in  his  majefly^s  minifters.     But 
they  profefled  to  be  of  a  diflFerent  opinion^  and  appeared 
principaiiy  to  reft  their  oppofition  to  the  motion 
bafis.    The 'Claim  to  confidence  upon  the  part  of 
on  this  occafion,  naturally  led  him  into  an  exam 
the  groutids  upon  which  their  title  was  fuftained 
exaurination  he  conceired  to  refet  to  topics  wl 
have  d  double  operation,  firft,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  motioa  , 
before  the  houfe,  and,  fecondly,  with  refpefl  to  the  fituation 
of  the  country.     Now  as  applying  to  both  thofe  topics,  it' 
was  to  be  obferved  that  there  was  a  remarkable  difcoidancy 
between  what  had  taken  place  fincc  ^inifters  came  into 
office,  and  what  they  promifed  at  the  time  they  accepted 
office.  They  certainly  did  not  fulfil  what  tjiey  fo  frequently 
promifed  refpe£Ung  the  armv^  the  inefficiency  of  which  was 
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the  prominent  feature  of  tbc  charge  urged  agiiinft  their  pre- 
decell(>rs.  Still  the  armyy  which  generally  formed  a  material 
ingredient  in  war,  was,  in  this  peculiar  war  in  which  ttie 
country  is  engaged*  ahnod  wholly  negie£ted,  that  is  with 
regard  to  a  provifion  for  its  permanent  fupply.  Upon  this 
head  miniflers  bad  certainly  rather  broken  their  pledges  to 
parliament  and  the  country,  and  this  was  the  mcrre  deferving 
of  notice  when  it  was  recolIeAed  that  the  inattention  of 
their  predecedbrs  to  the  army  was  the  principal  caufe  of 
tiieir  removal  from  office,  and  the  principal  article  of  accD* 
iation  too  exhibited  againft  them  by  foitie  of  the  prefent 
niitiifters*  This  marked  inattention  to  the  army  he  con* 
fidered  quite  a  fufficient  ground,  at  leaft  of  diftruft,  io  his 
majed^'s  minifters ;  and  it  undoubtedly  occaiioned  much 

J;toom  and  difcontent  throughout  the  country.  On  this 
bbjefi  he  captioned  the  houfe  againft  the  exaggerated  (late* 
ment  which  the  noble  lord  had  made  as  to  the  amount  of 
our  force.  He  did  not  mean  tbatthisfiatement  was  exaggerated 
)>y  the  noble  lord  ;  but  he  wilhed  to  imprefe  on  the  houfe 
the  propriety  of  analjung  fuch  ftatement  before  it  atraciied 
piuch  importance  to  it.  The  noble  lord  had  faid  that  our 
difpofable  force  had  received  an  increafe  within  the  year 
of  no  lefs  than  35,000  men.  But  the  queilion  was,  of  what 
kind  was  that  increafe  ?  We  had  heard  of  a  transfer- of  from 
15  to  16,000  men  from  the  rdilitia;  hut  of  what  fort  were 
the  remainder  of  the  augmentation  ?  Were  they  of  foch  a 
defcription  as  the  corps  talked  of  at  New  Brunfwick  or 
Ceylon  ?  If  they  were,  they  furely  formed  no  material  addi- 
tion to  a  regular  army,  although  they  might  iWell  a  ftate« 
ment.  As  to  the  addition  which  the  array  received  from 
the  p;illitia,  they  could  claim  no  credit  for  that  addition  who 
frequently  contended  that  the  militia  were  as  efficient  and 
as  material  to  the  ftrength  of  the  country  ^  'the  regular 
army.  But  in  point  of  fafl,  however  miiiifters -might  vaunt 
of  the  increafe  which  had  taken  place  in  the  reglrlar  Army, 
there  were  no  means  adopted  that  promifed  a  regular  and 
efficient  fupply.  This  was  the  general  complaint.  The 
militia  had  furniffied  a  temporary  refource-^f0,O0O  men 
had  been  obtained  from  Hanover.  But  then  no  pernfarieAC 
refource  was  provided  :  the  men  the  army  bad  got  were  not 
procured  by  recruiting,  nor  by  any  fettled  fyftem  lb*t  was 
likely  to  continue  produftive.  No ;  the  means  by  whk^ 
the  army  was  augmented  furnifhed  the  extent  of  their 
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capacity  once  for  all ;  and  the  army  was  abfolbtely  Jeft  ia 
future  to  depend  for  fupply  on  accidents  or  Ihifts,    • 

The  noble  lord,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  obferved,  had 
pafled  on  from  the  army  to  the  navy,  and  gone  into,  as  it 
were>  the  details  of  two  years  naval  campaigns.  But  without 
following  the  noble  lord  through  all, « or  any  of  his  details, 
the  general  rcfult  was  before  the  eyes  of  parliament  and 
the  country,  and  upon  that  general  refult  every  man  could 
decide.  Among  all  the  viciffitudes  of  war,  among  all  the 
gloomy  and  diftratSing  profpefts  which  the  pr.efcnt  war 
prefented,  parliament  ancl  the  people  were  accuftomed  to 
hear  and  derive  confolation  from  the  thought  that  Great' 
Britain  had  the  dgminion  of  the  ieas.  But  how  did  the 
cafe  now  ftand  ?  The  fleets  of  the  enemy  were  out  in  various 
direflions.  A  formidable  force  was  gone  we  know  not 
where,  the  ball  was  fhot,  and  where  it  might  hit,  time  alone 
could  tell  us  ;  but  that  it  was  likely  to  give  our  dominions  a 
fevere  wound,  there,  was  too  much  reafon  to  dread,  Appre^ 
heniions  were  entertained  for  Ireland,  the  Indies^  i&c.  Pub- 
lic anxiety  eagerly  fought  the  enemy's  deftination',  but  all 
was  fufpence  and  uncertainty.  The  people  were  uneafy,  and 
the  government  was  ignorant.  The  right  hoh.  gentfemaa 
expreifed  a  hope  and  anxious  wifh»  that  notwilhflanding  the 
prefent  flate  of  things,  particularly  with  refpcA  to  the 
French  fleet,  the  country  fhould  have  nothing  more  jn  the 
end  to  complain  of,  but  the  mifmanagement  of  minifters^ 
or  to  inquire  about  the  efliciency  or  inefficiency  of  the' 
fyflem  of  blockade.  Every  Briton  muil  naturally  feel  glad 
if  the  cffeA  of  the  prefent  alarming'  profpeds  fhould  at 
lead  be  reparable,  and  that  it  Ihould  not  prove  that  we  had 
an  infecure  hold  of  the  dominion  of  the  fea*  But  he  could 
not  help  faying  that  the  appearance  of  our  affairs  was  by 
no  means  calculated  to  encourage  confidence,  fuch  as  the 
noble  lord  endeavoured  to  excite  by  a  ftatement  that,  how- 
ever it  might  tell  at  a  court  martial,  could  makq  but  little 
impreiHon  upon  that  houfe,  or  the  thougktful  part  of  the 
public. 

The  noble  lord's  view  of  our  finances,  the  right  hon.  gen-' 
tleman  dated  his  diiinclination  to  enter  into,  becaufe  he 
did  not  think  tliat  part  of  his  fpcech  very  material  to  the 
preieot  queftion.  But  yet  there  was  one  Ihort  remark  which 
h^  begged  to  fubmit#  The  noble  lord,  in  his  endeavour  to 
ifpount  for  tlie  nonrperformance  of  that  minifier's  promife, 
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wbo  iaid  tbat  for  a  certain  period  no  increafe  of  our  debt 
would  take  place,  ftated  indeed,  tliat  the  difappointment  of 
the  cxpeftation  excited  by  that  promife  (if  any  one  did 
lerioudy  rely  on  it),  arofe  from  this,  that  the  expenditure 
was  higher  than  the  fum  provided.  Why,  it  would  have 
anfwered  the  noble  lord's  purpofe  quite  as  well  to  have  (aid . 
that  the  income  was  not  equal  to  the  expenditure  (a  laugh). 
But  the  faft  was,  that  both  did  not  meet,  and  this  (hewed 
that  the  minitler  did  not  fulfil  his  promife*  This  of  courfe 
furnifhed  a  further  reafon  fi>r  diftruft  in  minifters. 

But  the  ftron^cft  ground  for  diftruft  arofe  from  the  ftate 
of  the  arrpy.  u  it  were  faid  that  this  ftate  was  not  wholly 
clwrgeablc  to  the  prefent  minifters,  be  would  admit  it ;  for 
it  would  have  been  impoffiblc  for  them,  lince  their  acceffioa 
to  power,  to  have  repaired  wliat  their  pr^dccei5)rs  bad 
doDCt  and  to  have  fupplled  what  thofe  predeee^rs  1^4 
left  undone.  But  yet  the  prefent  mtnifters  mfght  have  ptil 
roeafutes  in  motion,  and  thofe  mcalures  might  faavebcea 
now  in  progrefs,  to  remove  the  evil  Ci^ttftplained  ,of. 
Tliis,  however,  was  not  the  cafe.  The  army  vvas  frfl"  tb 
watte  away,  unlefs  fome  chance  arofe,  urilefi  ftifine  Iutk;j^ 
vJod-'fcnd  offered  to  fupply  it,  unlefs  for»c  tihertooBtryHI:* 
Hanover  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enenqr.  fvoijl  which 'we 
faiglit  be  able  to  obtain  fom<*  force.  This  ^a^a  kne^i^cbbly 
conffderatibrt,  for  joft  in  proportion  as  onr  d^riger  prefle<V 
whether  it  was  our  ohytfk  to  conclude  a  peace  or  c^rry  on  a 
war  \(rith  vigour,  a  formidable  army  was  eflentially  neceffary . 

With  all  the  noble  lord*s  obfcrvations  refpefting  the  propri- 
ety of  cultivating  a  continental  connexion,  the  right  bon.  gen-; 
tleman  Mprefled  a  decided  concurrence.  He  remembered, 
however,  when  quite  a  different  fentiment  prevailed  in  that 
lioufe,  and  when  fome  gentlemen  juftified  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  in  confcquence  of  its  tendency  to  put  an  end  tofuch 
connexions.  But  he  was  glad  to  witnefs  the  change  that 
now  appeared,  and  that  gentlemen  were  become  fenfiWe  of 
the  propriety  of  continental  conneftions  for  thin  country* 
Neccliity  was  a  harfh  teacher,  but  then  (he  waS  not  a  bad 
one.  '  Much  as  the  hoafe  had  heard  of  the  firide  and  ho<- 
nefty  of  ftanding  alone,  it  was  now  found  that  fulitode  in 
danger  was  not  a  very  confoling  filuation.  ^After  having 
made  ufe  of  taunting  Unguage,  after  having  endeavoured, 
under  the  affeftation  of  magnanimity  and  lofty  profeffions, 
to  cover  the  indifcretion,  and  even  the  treachery  of  defert* 
ing  and  infulting  our  continental  friends^  it  was  now  felt 
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neceflkry  to  refort  to  them,  to  court  them.  Some  of  ihcm, 
however,  were  not  to  be  found.  Sardinia  was  now  no  more  ; 
and  others  were  in  fetters.  But  fuch  as  felt  any  wifh  towards 
Xis  (hould  be  fought  after,  and  their  fupport  conciliated  if 
polTible.  There  were  powers  to  which  niiniflcrs  niiglit  look 
for  aid,  with  fume  hope  of  fucccfs.  What  they  had  done 
yet  in  this  way  tiicy  declined,  perhaps  very  properly,  to 
con^municate  to  the  houfe.  But  their  declining  to  do  foi 
and  the  neceflity  of  the  continental  concert  looked  for, 
formed  coniiderations  to  ihew  that  parliament  fhould  con- 
tinue to  (it  to  watch  the  manner  in  which  the  rainifters 
ftiould  excrcife  the  power  vefted  in  their  hands,  and  to 
receive  the  cariieft  intelligence  of  the  refult  of  their  n^go* 
tiations.  In  tlie  opinion  of  the  nobJe  lord,  however,  the 
want  of  confidence  in  miniftcrs  which,  according  to  his 
Judgment,  the  adoption  of  the  motion  would  infer,  was  a 
juft  groui^^  of  objedion  ;  becaufe,  as  the  noble  lord  argued, 
to  r^fufe  confidence  to  minifters  at  prefent  would  be  to 
f/sdqcc  them,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  country,  Aill  more  of 
^reigncovvt^^  and  rhus  inji^re  the  progrefs  of  the  pending 
iicgotiattoo^.  ^  If  fuch  an  argument,  however,  were  ad« 
miiicdtiitf  WQUJd  operate  for  univerfal  confidence  in  minit 
ters«  But  it  became  necefiary  to  take  a  courfe  between 
two  extremesi  to  take  aw^^y  from  minifters  a  part  of  the 
power  of  doing  good  left  tUey  lliould  do  harm*.  It  was  .one 
of  the  difadvanxag^  of  our  conftitution,  and  of  every  other 
nation  in  which  there  exifted  a  popular  aficmbly,  that  tlie 
govern^opent  muft  have  a  limited  confidence.  This  difadvan- 
tage,  lKiwever,was  more  than  compenfated  by  the  advantages 
TcTuIting  from  fuch  an  arrangement*  But  this  was  a  difad*- 
vantage  of  which  all  minifters  might  equally  complain,  for 
all  minifters  were.fubjcA  to  the  fame  control;  and,  ia 
order  to  facilitate  the  exercife  of  .that  control,  their  powers 
were  limited.  To  pceferve  this  falutary  control  over  the 
proceedir^of  minifters  at  the  prefent  important  jun£luret 
ft  was  hift  wiQii  t^at. parliament  (hould  not  be  prorogued. 

As  to  i\}€i  noble  lord's  quotation  of  precedents,  of  which 
^e  feemed  v^ry  fond,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  obferved, 
that  the  noble  lord  often  reforted  to  them,  where»,in  point 
of  faft,  they  did  not  form  a  proper  criterion.  When  the 
noble  iQrd  alluded  to  the  army,  instead  of  dwellbg  upon  the 
peculiar  state  of  the  country,  and  its  capacity  to  produce  a 
large  xnilitary  force,  he  went  back  to  other  periods,  and  insti- 
tuted a  comparison  between  times  and  circumstances  having 
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no  analogy  whatever.  But  whether,  in  constituting  an  army 
or  demanding  confidence,  it  was  the  noble  lord's"  pleasure  to 
resort  to  precedents,  it  however  happened,  that  the  precedent 
which  he  had  quoted  on  this  occasion  could  not  avail  him;  for 
there  were  not  merely  "  shades  of  difference,"  as  the  noble  lord 
expressed  it,  between  thq  circumstances  under  which  the  vote 
of  three  millions,  in  1799*  and  those  which  existed  at  pre- 
sent ;  but  they  were  essentially  different-  In  the  former  in- 
statice  the  sum  voted  was  not  only  much  less  than  that  now 
proposed,  but  the  ixegotiation  was  actually  concluded, and  the 
line  of  proceeding  clearly  marked  out,  and  our  continental 
connections  ascert^ained.  How  then,  independently  of  any 
consideration  arising  from  a  difference  as  to  our  dangers, 
could  a  comparison  be  said  to  lie  as  to  the  two  periods  i 
There  was>  in  truth,  no  equality,  that  could  justify  the  appli- 
cation of  the  noble  lord's  precedent.  Without  recollecting 
all  the  details,  there  was,  perhaps,  one  particular  reason  why 
that  precedent  was  not  applicable.  It  .was  rather  probabW- 
that,  although  there  was  an  individual  in  the  presQx>t  adnusnir 
stration  who  also  belonged  to  the  administration  .of.  1 799,  par- 
Ua\i^ait  and  the  country  had  muck  more,  confidence  in  the  adf 
ministrationof  1 799,  than  they  were  willing  to  grant  to  the  pre- 
sent. Whether  looking  to  the  motion  on  the  broad-ground  of 
public  safety,  or  to  the  degree  of  confidence  due  to  ministers, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  decidedly  thought  that  it  ought  to 
be  acceded  toi  Parliament  would  desert  lOt  duty  if  it  invested 
misiisters  with  unlimited  power  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  present ; 
if  it  left  to  them  the  whole  management  of  public  afiairs — if 
it  allowed  a  vast  sum  of  money  to  be  disprosed  of  according  to 
their  discretion.  If  all  this  was  to  be  su omitted  to,  merely  in 
order  that  prorogation  should  ^  preferred  to  adjournment, 
it  must  excite  the  surprise  and  discontent  of  the  country.' 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  recapitulating 
his  several  arguments,  and  stating  that  th©  dangers  of  thp 
country  were  such  that,  whether  it  was  meant  to  continue  the 
war  or  take  a  temporary  refuge  iii  peaccj  it  wasbccome  necessary 
always  to  have  in  contemplation  that  we  had  to  contend  with 
an  enemy  who  followed  the  ambition  of  the  ancicot  Romans, 
without  emulating  their  virtues  (if  virtues  they  could  be  called), 
who  in  fact  entertained  the  ^ame  view  of  universal  dominion* 
Into  many  topics  of  the  noble  lord's  speech  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  declined  to  enter  for  the  present,  particularly  that 
which  related  to  the  army,  as  an  opportunity  for  fully  discus- 
sing that  subject  would  offer  in  a  few  days. 
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Mr,  Canning  saw  no  advantage  that  could  be  derived  from 
the  adoption  of  the  proposition  before  the  house  j  or  if  the 
meeting  of  a  parliament  should  at  any  time  be  necessary,  it 
might  be  convoked  with  sufficient  promptness  and  facility  even 
after  the  prorogation.  To  keep  the  members  in  town  at  this 
season  did  not  appear  to  him  to  promise  any  particular  public 
good,  while  it  might  be  productive  of  great  public  mischief4 
As  to  the  sum  proposed  to  be  voted  in  consequence  of  his 
majesty's  message,  he  could  not  see  why  his  right  hon.  friend 
should  assume  that  it  would  amount  to  five  millions.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  deprec.ited  the  idea  of  fixing  a  suspicion 
on  his  majesty's  ministers,  by  adopting  a  motion  so  contrary 
to  general  custom  as  that  before  the  house,  and  proclaiming  to 
the  country  and  foreign  courts,  that  they  were  unworthy  of 
confidence.  What  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  could 
propose  to  obtain  by  pressing  this  Aotion,  and  preventing 
prorogation,  he  Confessed  himself  quite  unable  to  comprehend. 
If  n  iX^s  their  object  to  discuss  and  improve  the  state  of  the 
arriiy^  th^y  Would  have  a  full  opportunity  of  communicating 
their  deiigns  on  Monday  next,  for  upon  that  day  the  house 
was  aware  that  a  great  authority  was  to  come  forward  with, 
jgreat  military  plans ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  sessions  might 
close  with  a  new  military  system,  that  should  do  away  all  the 
blundet  s  that  had  been  heretofore  committed — that  shoukl  set 
a  new  military  machine  in  motion  quite  free  from  blemfsh,  and 
incapable  of  obstruction — that  should,  in  fact,  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  parliament,  for  years,  again  to  considef  a  military 
subject.  [A  laugh,]  If  it  was  the  wish  of  gentlemen  to  inquire 
into  the  system  of  blockade  as  applicable  to  the  escape  of  the 
Toulon  fleet,  with  a  view  to  attribute  blame  to  ministers,  he 
called  upon  them  to  institute  the  inquiry  immediately,and  they 
would  find  that  Lord  Nelson's  fleet  was  more  than  adequate, 
in  every  respect,  to  the  French  fleet,  of  course,  that  adequate 
provision  was  made  on  the  part  -of  ministers  in  that  quarter. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  combated  the  various  arguments  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  contended 
that  two  thirds  of  his  hon.  friend's  speech  made  against  the 
motion.  From  the  motion  itself,  he  saw  no  good  that  could 
arise  ;  nor  could  he  conceive  it  to  have  any  other  object  in 
view,  than  to  express  a  little  spleen,  and  to  proclaim  an  un- 
founded want  of  confidence  in  his  majesty's  ministers. 

Mr,  Windham  stated,  in  explanation,  that  his  meaning 
was,  that  parliament  should  continue  to  sit,  and  n  >€  vote  the 
money  required,  untilit  should  prove  to  be  actually  necessary; 
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thus  any  improper  confidence  in  ministers  would  be  guarded 
against. 

Lord  Temple  supported  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  and 
particularly  argued,  that,  if  his  majesty  was  not  yet  in  a  situ- 
ation that  enabled  him  to  make  any  communication  to  the 
house,  r^pecting  his  foreign  relations,  they  should  at  least 
continue  to  sit,  and  by  that  noieans  be  in  the  same  situation  as 
at  the  bcginnii\g  of  the  session.  What  they  watUed  was,  that 
they  shodd  not  be  out  of  a  situation  in  which  they  might  re- 
ceive communications  when  ready  to  be  made.  The  sum  left 
at  the  disposal  ci  the  minister,  was  no  doubt  great  \  but  it 
was  hot  the  aniount  to  which  he  objected — ^it  was  to  the 
principle,  which  he  regarded  as  unconstitutional  and  unpre* 
cedented.  The  vote  of  credit  alluded  to  in  tHe  year  17991 
was  very  different.  There  Was  in  that  case  a  specific  object 
to  which  the  money  was  to  be  applied.  Tliere  was  an  existing 
alliance  and  an  engagement  had  been  formed ;  but  here  ther«: 
was  no  p|:epse  object  submitted  to  the  house.  The  one  watf 
a  real,  the  other  an  eventual  expence.  There  was  aigzcat  dt£* 
ference,  he  contei^ded,  between,  adjournment  and  pForoga«« 
tion.  In  thq  one  pase  they  were  certain  of  the  day  of  meet? 
ing^  \>}Xf.  in  the  other,  whatever  might  be  the  situation  of  the 
frountry,  whatever  calls  there  migl^t  be  for  the  distribution  of 
^he  public  money,  they  cQuld  have  no  control  over  it. 

Mr.  Fox  CQuld  not  reconcile  it  tp  his  feelings  to  give  a  si- 
lent vote  upon  a  question  so  intimately  copnected  as  the  prc- 
■  sent  with,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliament,  and  the  po^ 
licy  of  the  country ;  he  should  however  endeavour,  to  bring 
what  he  had  to  submit  to  the  house  within  as  short  a  compass 
as  possible.  The  first  point,  he  observed,  was,  that  hy  the 
tliree  last  loans  thb  country  had  added  to  the  capital  of  \t% 
,  debt  not  le$$.  than  eighty  millions  of  money.  This  was  a 
inatter  of  grave  consideration,  considering  the'formet:  burtbena 
qf  the  cquntry  tp  which  this  was  an  addition,  notwithstanding 
thcjprogress  of  the  consolidated  fund,  and  the  salutary  system 
of  raising  war  taxes  and  providing  for  so  large  a  portion  of 
our  expenditure  within  tjie  year.  With  regard  to  the  army  of 
this  cQuntry,  he  should  touch  upon  it  slightly^  because  that! 
subject  was,  spon  to  be  discussed  at  large  by  an  honourable 
friend  of  his,  who  was  well  qualified  for  that  undertaking 
(Colonel.  Craufurd);  and  if  that  hon.  gentleman  had  been 
thought  sanguine  as  to  his  plan  in  that  object,  yet  it  must  be 
allowed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  him  (Mr. 
I^ittj  was  also  sanguine  in  his  plan^  for  he  had  made  it  cme 
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of  the  great  foundations  of  his  ^tack  on  the  late  admSmstra-» 
tion,  with  part  of  which  he  had  afterwards  joined,  that  thcjr 
had  not  sufficiently  provided  for  the  permanent  establishment 
of  the  army,  and  he  had  brought  in  a  bill  to  supply  that  dc-- 
feet;  that  bill  had  been  tried,  and  without  being  very  sanguine 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  plan  of  his  hon.  friend ,  he  might  ven- 
ture to  predict,  that  if  tt  should  be  tried,  it  would  be  as  efficient 
as  the  bill  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  permanent  in-    • 
crease  of  our  military  force ;  indeed,  the  bill  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  coming  from  a  person  so  extraordinary  in  talents, 
reminded  him  of  what  was  said  by  Dr.  Johnson  of  the  poem 
of  Ossian.     Being  asked,  from  what  man  upon  earth,  but  its 
author,  could  it  be  expected  ?    Did  he  know  any  other  man 
upon  earth  c!lpable  of  writing  such  a  poem  ?  .  "  O  yes,**  said 
the  doctor,  "  any  man,  any  woman,  or  any  child  I*'    He  be- 
lieved this  to  be  the  true  description  of  the  bill  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  f6r  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  army. 
With  ;rcgard  to  the  navy,  he  defended  the  statement  of  hi^ 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grey),  and  maintained  that  the  \v;mt  of  in- 
formation of  our  government,  with  respect  to  the  Toulon  and  * 
Rochefbrt  squadrons,  was  much  to  be  lamented;  and  he  did 
not  approve  of  the  manner  in  >«rhich  our  naval  force  was  dis- 
posed of  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  faults  of  which  He  inx- 
puted  not  to  any  of  the  gallant  officers,  but  to  governitiqnt, 
who  gave  them  orders,  and  who  provided  the  force.'   Upon 
the  subject  of  Ireland,  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had  agreed 
to  mudi  of  what  had  been  stated  by  his  hon.  friend  in  the 
opening  of  this  debate,  and  he  agreed  also  with  them  boths 
that  the  state  of  Ireland  was  good  in  some  respects;  but  when 
he  used  the  word  good,  he  used  it  in  the  sense  to  express  the 
idea  that  Ireland  was  considerably  amended  from  the  condi- 
tion it  had  been  'in  :  and  here  he  must  bear  an  honest  tribute 
to  the  merit  of  Lord  Hardwick,  to  whom  much  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  the  people  of  that  country  was 
owing.     This  he  should  have  no  difficulty  in  saying,  altboHgh 
there  were  points  in  the  conduct  of  that  noble  lord,  as  lord- 
lieutenant    of  Ireland,    towards  a  relation  of  his  (General 
Fox)  while  there,  which  met  his  disapprobation.     However, 
he  could  not  help  lamenting  that  Lord  Hardwicke,  as  he  un- 
derstood from  pretry  well  grounded  rumour,  was  not  support- 
ed by  that  cordiality  and  union,  in  the  administration  of  that 
country,  which  was  essential  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the 
best  phns  of  any  government.     He   understood  that  some 
part  of  the  system  of  that  ifoble  lord  was  opposed  by  anotlicr 
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noble  person,  who  had  distinguished  himself  by  his  opposition 
to  the  catholics  (Lord  Redcsdalc) :  much  good  vas  not  to  be 
(expected  from  any  government  where  perfect  harmony  did 
not  subsist  among  all  its  members.  He  had  had  the  honour  k> 
present  to  the  house  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  catholics  of 
that  country,  the  prayer  of  which  had  been  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.  He  wished  to  know,  whether  any  thing  shoit  of 
that  prayer  was  intended  to  be  granted  to  that  body  of  per- 
sons, containing  almost  all  the  population  of  that  country  ? 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  behoved  goTernmcnt  to  do 
2II  that  can  be  done  short  of  granting  the  prayer  of  that  peti- 
tion. He  wished  the  prayer  to  be  granted  altogether  ;  but 
'  after  the  sense  of  parliament  had  been  expressed  upon  that 
subject;  he  could  not  expect  government  to  have  the  same  view 
of  that  subject.  It  was  not  for  him  who  thought  the  prayer 
ought  to  be  granted  to  point  out  what  other  mode  should  be 
adopted  ;  but  it  behoved  those  who  opposed  that  prayer  to 
Jook  into  the  case,  and  devise  the  best  remedy  that  appeared 
to  them  to  be  applicable  to  it,  for  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  people  of  that  country  would  be  content  whh  every 
thing  remaining  exactly  in  its  present  condition  there.  He 
Yccomniinded  this  subject  to  the  mofet  serious  attention  of  go- 
vernment. He  now  came  to  the  business  of  the  king's  mcs* 
sage,  and  to  that  which  was  connected  with  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  to  which  he  wished  the  house  particularly  to  at* 
tend.  The  king  by  that  speech  told  parliament  that  he  had 
received  an  offer  of  negotiation  from  the  French  government  \ 
that  situated  as  his  majesty  was,  he  thought  proper  to  say, 
that  he  was  engaged  in  confidential  intercourse  with  a  certain 
great  power,  meaning  the  Emperor  of  Russia;  that  bethought 
it  right  to  apprise  that  monarch  of  the  overtures  which  had 
been  made  by  France  to  his  majesty,  and  that  he  must  consult 
with  him  before  he  could  return  any  answer  to  France.  Now, 
he  would  ask^  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  coitimunication. 
He  was  not  now  delivering  an  opinion  what  the  answer  of  his 
majesty  ought  to  be.  It  was  natural  enough  that  his  majesty 
should  not  make  any  answer  to  France  until  he  had  consulted 
with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  possibly  until  he  had  agreed 
upon  a  treaty  with  that  monarch;  but  then  it  was  not  so  like* 
ly  a  way  to  negotiate  with  effect  for  peace,  if  his  majesty  had 
to  say  to  the  enemy,  "  Stay  until  I  can  see  whether  I  shall  be 
able  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  another  power,  for  the  puipose 
of  our  carrying  on  the  war  jointly  against  you.**  Nov^  if  his 
majesty  s  answer  to  the  overture  of  France  for  peace  was  ca- 
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pabk  of  two  constructions,  it  was  not  wonderful  if  this  was 
the  construction  the  French  put  upon  it.   .  The  question  then 
was,  when  that  period  was  to  come  when  the  house  of  conjr 
nions  was  to  have  information  upon  that  subject  ?     When  so 
proper  to  ask  it  as  when  the  application   was  made  bj  the 
crown  for  money  to  carry  on  the  plan,  whatever  it  be,  which 
refers  to  that  very  subject  ?     The  great  and  fundamental 
principle  of  our  constitution  was,  that  the  house  should  de«^ 
mand  all  necessary  explanation  of  the  executive  government 
in  these  important  public  concerns,  and  no  time  so  proper,be- 
cause  none  either  likely  to  be  so  effectual,  as  when  they  were 
voting  money  to  support  the  system  of  government ;  this  was 
the  time  when  the  advice  cf  the  house  of  commons  to  the 
throne  was  most  seasonable,  and  likely  to  be  most  respected. 
This  was  one  of  the  right  uses  which  the  house  had  to  make   • 
of  its  power  over  the  public  purse,  and  ministers  should,  when 
they  came  for  money,  explain  this  matter  to  the  house.    Here 
Jhe  mu^t  remind  the  house,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
when  this  subject  was  mentioned  at  the  opening  of  the  budgetit 
•and  tlie.sHQi  of  five  millions  wa^  reserved  for  the  probable  use 
iy[  subsidies^  candidly  stated,  that  no  member  of  the  house 
was  to  be  understood  to  have  pledged  himself  to  any  opiuiofi 
whatever,  not  even  to  the  lengtlv  of  granting  the  money,  or 
any  part  of  it,  unless  he  should  approve  of  the  proposed  ap- 
pTication.    The  house  of  conimons  did  pot  point  out  any 
thing  concerning  the  pecuniary  arrangement  of  this  matter ; 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  then  hopes  of  being  able 
to  give  t)\c  house  some  information  upon  this  subject  in  tl\e 
course  of  the  present  session.     He  should  now  ask  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  when  he  could  make  tl>e  communication  ?    If 
he  could  not  answer  now,  the  next  point  was,  since  the  answer 
cannot  be  made  at  the  present  period  of  the  session,  let  the 
session  be  made  to  continue  until  the  answer  comes  ;  since  the 
answer  cannot  be  made  to  acconunodate  the  session,  let  the 
session  be  made  to  accommodate  the  answer.     He  was  sure 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  give  the  house  the  informa- 
tion Lf  it  was  in  his  power ;  if  he  could  not  do  so  how,  he 
should  allow  the  house  to  sit  until  be  could.     But  this  mode 
of  asking  the  minister  to  continue  parliament  together  uAtil  be 
could  give  it  some  information,was  holding  forth  to  the  public 
that   government  was  entitled  to   a  mark  of  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  house.  Want  of  confidence  was  the  constitutional 
character  of  that  house«     It  was  a  mark  it  ought  to  set  upon 
pvery  minister  of  the  crown>  it  was  a  mark  he  was  entitled  to 
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€x  officio^  and  that  the  more  especially  under  the  present  circnm-* 
stances,  for  here  was  to  be  a  large  sum  of  money,  perhaps  five 
HiiUions,  to  be  proposed  to  be  voted,  without  any  information 
as  to  its  probable  application.  There  was  a  distinction  between 
the  present  case  and  the  former  vote  of  credit  of  th«8i^fnil* 
lions.  At  the  time  of  that  vote  we  were  at  wiirj  al6  we  arc 
now,  but  then  we  were  enga^jed  in  a  continents!  war,  and  ?t 
was  then  expressed  what  the  money  on  the  vote  of  credit  wa$ 
to  be  applied  to,  that  of  carrying  on  a  continental  war,  a  war 
frequently  disc*ussed  and  approved  of  by  the  house  ;  but  now 
the  house  did  not  know  what  this  money  was  for,  nor  could 
the  house  have  any  guess  what  it  was  for.  The  house  kncur 
nothing  but  what  was  to  be  collected  from  the  king's  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and  the  message  bf  yesterday  j 
but  the  message  was  not  clearer  than  the  speech,  and  perhaps 
it  could  not  at  present  be  clearer  ;  but  then  the  remedy  for 
that  was  for  parliament  to  remain  together  untlt  information 
came.  But  it  was  asked  where  the  difference  was  between  pro- 
rogktion,  when  parliament  might  assemble  in  fourteen  days, 
and  an  adjournment  for  that  time  ?  The  difference  was,  th-^t 
one  of  these  matters  was  in  the  power  of  the  minister,  the 
other  in  the  power  of  the  house  of  commons ;  which  remmdcd 
him  of  a  scene  In  an  excellent  comedy,  wherein  the  father 
takes  put  a  bond,  and  the  son  says  "  Let  me  hold  it  in  my 
Land."  The  father  says,  "  What  signifies  it  which  of  us 
should  hold  it — neither  of  us  shall  hold  it."  And  then  he 
puts  it  in  his  pocket.  So  it  was  in  this  case.  The  minister 
asked  what  difference  there  was  between  an  adjournrnent  and  a 
prorogation?  The  difference  was,  that  he  had  the  boiid  in 
his  pocket,  if  there  was  a  prorogation.  He  then  took  notice 
of  the  power  of  parliament  to  refuse  to  confirm  the  engagement 
of  Iiis  majesty,  in  the  event  of  its  disapproving  ofthetcrmsof  such 
engagement,  (a  power  which  was  unquestionablej  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shewing  how  much  right  the  house  had  to  demand 
explanation  before  it  assented  to  the  granting  a  vote  for  a 
large  sum  of  money ;  and  he  apprehended  that  the  government 
of  foreign  powers  was  not  so  destitute  of  information  of  the 
nature  of  our  constitution  as  not  to  be  fully  aware  that  all  the 
engagements  of  our  governrtient  were  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion or  rejection  of  parliament ;  and  therefore  the  argument 
that  this  motion,  if  agreed  to,  would  diminish  the  rcs^iect  of 
foreign  powers  for  our  executive  government,  had  no  force  in 
it.  Hd  then  proceeded  to  observe  on  the  want  of  confidenct: 
in  his  majesty's  ministers  particularly.  The  right  hon,  gen- 
tleman could  not  expect  him  to  have  much  confidence  in  hiori. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JoNi  sa]  STATE  OF  THE  NATION  401 

He  certainly  had  no  particular  confidence  in  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  but  he  had  no  difficulty  in  saying  that  his  \sTint  of 
confidence  did  not  arise  from  personal  considerations,  but  from    . 
his  public  character  as  to  the  situation  in  which  he  stood : — 
the  situation  in  which  he  stood  with  reference  td  the  principle 
on  which  the  present  ministry  were  formed;  for  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  sometimes  supported  by  those  with  whom  he 
could  not  agree  before  his  administration  was  formed,  and 
with  whom  he  could  scarcely  agree  now.     It  was  a  System  of 
disputes,  forced  resignations,  and  rapid  reconciliations  ;  but 
they  now  adhered  together  from  a  principle  which  was  a  very 
strong  one,  altliough  it  had  no  cordiality  whatever  in  it,  name- 
ly, that  one  party  could  not  remain  without  the  adherence  of  ^ 
the  other  j  but  when  he  saw  no  other  principle  of  cohesion  * 
among  these  persons,  he  must  be  allowed  to  observe  that  such 
an  administration  was  not  entitled  to  any  peculiar  confidence ; 
and  without  speaking  with  disrespect  of  those  who  composed 
the  present  administration,  he  might  fairly  say,  that,  inde- 
pendent of  th^  splendid  talents  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself  there  wa3  nothing  in  the  present  administration  to 
entitle  them  to  any  peculiar  confidence,  and  the  house  ought 
to  take  care  not  to  give  too  much  confidence  to  them.    He 
was  the  more  confirmed  in  the  necessity  of  this  caution  from 
what  had  appeared  in  the  course  of  this  session,  by  whijch  bie 
was  convinced  it  was  morally  impossible  for  the  present  ad- 
ministration to  possess  any  extraordinary  share  of  confidence. 
It  might  then  be  said,  why  not  move  an  address  to  the  throne 
to  remove  them  ?     This  was  an  observation  he  had  heard  so 
often,  that  he  was  tired  of  it ;  but  this  he  was  aware  of,  that 
unless  those  who  were  the  principal  people  in  the  couiiu  ;■  felt 
it  to  be  a  momept  in  which  there  ought  to  be  a  complete,  per- 
fect and  cordial  union  of  all  men  of  consideratio\t-  n  the  coun- 
try, and  particularly  jn  the  administration  of  the  country,  and 
^hat  all  those  who  are  capable  of  rendering  it  essential  service, 
were  brought  into  that  service,  the  prosperity  of  this  country 
could  not   long .  continue.     If  the  present  executive  govern- 
ment did  not  feel  this  truth,  it  was  time  that  the  people  told 
them  of  it.     What  might  be  the  efiect  of  such  a  combination 
he  knew  not,  but  this  he  knew,  that  without  it  there  was  no 
chance  of  this  country  weathering  the  storm,  and  encounter- 
ing its  perils.  By  this  he  did  not  mean  that  the  country  would 
be  annihilated,  but  that  the  prosperity  of  it  would  be  at  an 
end.    He  then  proceeded  to  observe  on  the  conduct  of  go- 
VoL.  ni.  1805.  3F.  vcmment 
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vcrnmcnt  with  regard  to  Russia,  and  thought  ministers  ought 
toh^c  put  a  short  question  to  that  court,  whether  they  would 
consent  to  our  treating  with  France,  or  whether  they  thought 
we  should  refuse  akogcther  ?  and  if  Russia  refused  to  answer 
that  question,  with  all  his  partiality  for  Russia,  the  negotiation 
.wbuld  not  have  been  worth  having  without  that  explicit  an- 
swer. He  then  entered  into  our  general  policy,  preferred  the 
alliance  of  Russia  to  that  of  any  other  power  \  but  copfcssed 
he  saw  no  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination  of  our  contest  by 
that  alliance  alone,  without  the  assistance  of  other  powers. 
He  dibapproved  of  the  conduct  of  France  in  the  late  war  as 
well  as  the  present,  but  he  disapproved,  if  ppssible,  still  more 
of  that  government  pursuing  under  the  title  of  indemnities  a 
system  of  partition  of  states,  making  some  republics,  some  mo- 
narchies, and  annihilating  the  political  existence  of  others, 
without  re^^ard  to  moral  rectitude  or  to  the  common  feelings 
of  mankind,  which  considerations  had  more  infiuence  on  the 
affairs  of  the  world  than  some  politicians  were  aware.  The 
partition  of  Poland—  the  seizure  of  Holland — the  subjvgation 
of  Switzerland— and  the  division  of  states,  by  the  agreement 
of  some,  and  by  the  fraud  and  rapacity  of  others,  had  done 
more  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  mankind  in  each  other,  than 
all  the  other  misconduct  of  powers  put  together.  In  private 
society,  when  men  lost  their  confidence  in  one  another,  the 
compact  was  dissolved.  The  same  rule  applied  to  states, 
for  they  were  only  aggregates  of  individi^als.  He  recom- 
mended to  all  the  powers  of  Europe  a  system  of  justice  and 
moderation,  as  the  only  means  of  putting  an  end  ttfthe  cvUs 
under  which  we  labour.  He  recommended  a  general  congress, 
and  that  these  principles  should  be  prevalent  in  its  delibera- 
tions. He  knew  he  excited  a  smile  when  he  recommended 
these  notions,  because  they  were  thought  chimerical ;  but 
those  who  thought  so  had  found  their  own  system  had 
failed,  and  they  had  never  tried  his.  Having  dwelt  on  these 
and  other  kindred  topics  for  some  time,  he  concluded  with 
iving  his  hearty  concurrence  to  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
■ricnd. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  same  circumstances  which  prevented  his  majesty  from 
.  making  any  more  direct  communication  to  the  house,  than 
that  which  the  message  contained,  rendered  it  impossible  for 
him  to  follow  the  hon.  memfber.  who  had  just  sat  down, 
through  many  of  the  details  which  his  speech  ^  contained. 

,  Before 
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Before  he  proceeded  to  offer  a  few  observations  on  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  house>  he  was  anxious  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks  on  those  topics  with  which  the  hon. 
member  who  introduced  the  business  had  prefaced  his  mo- 
tion. These  topics  had  been  so  ably  commented  on  by  his 
noble  friend  near  him  (Lord  Castlereagh)  that  he  should  not 
have.thought  it  necessary  to  refer  to  them,  if  the  last  speaker 
had  not  revived  and  enforced  them.  Another  reason  that  ren- 
dered It  the  less  requisite  for  him  to  enlarge  on  them  was,  that 
they  were  not  practically  connected  with  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  house.  The  house  heard 
in  succession  of  the  situation  of  the  finances,  of  the  state  of 
the  army,  of  the  extent  of  our  navy,  of  the  present  state  of 
the  public  ipind  in  Ireland.  All  these  points  were  urged» 
and  in  that  way  too,  which  gave  rise  to  an  idea  that  the  hon. 
member  wished  to  have  them  all  made  the  subject  of  sepa- 
xatc  discussions,  with  the  view  of  removing  what  is  defective, 
and  placing  every  thing  on  a  different  establishmetit  ^  this 
idea,  ho\»ever,  turned  out  to  be  erroneous,  for  the  hon.  mem- 
ber would  be  satisfied  with  a  simple  adjournment  from  week 
to  week^  or  from  fortnight  to  fortnight,  not  with  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  house  to  renew  aily  discussions  on  the 
general  state  of  our  relations^  foreign  and  domestic,  but 
merely  for  receiving  that  communication  which  could  not  be 
brought  forward  under  the  present  circumstances.  Suc^i 
being  the  state  of  the  case,  he  was  relieved  from  the  necessity 
of  going-  into  any  minuteness  of  detail.  Of  the  state  of  our 
finances,  he  could  by  no  means  entertain  those  gloomy  ideas 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  entertained.  He  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  the  prospect  they  afforded  was  highly  consolatory. 
As  to  the  promise  on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  insisted^ 
he  had  to  say,  that  he  was  not  in  office  at'  the  time  it  was 
made,  but  he  was  satisfied  that  if  great  and  unexampled  bur- 
dens had  not  been  rendered  necessary,  the  pledge  would 
have  been  amply  fulfilled.  Even  if  a  sum  of  seven  or  eight 
millions  had  been  sufficient,  the  sinking  fund  would  have 
covered  it  without  accumulating  more  debt.  It  was  consoling 
and  encouraging  that,  instead  of  adding  to  oiir  loans,  wc 
could  raise  by  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  taxes  raised  within 
the  year,  no  less  a  sum  than  twenty  millions  this  year.  This 
was  a  most  flattering  picture  of  the  state  of  our  resources,  and 
the  regular  payment  of  near  eight  millions  a  year  by  the  sink* 
ing  fund,  in  spite  of  our  accumulated  difficulties,  was  th^ 
best  testimony  in  favour  of  public  credit.    The  beneficial  ef* 
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Ibcts  of  this. system  it  was  needless  for  bim  to  insist  upon>  for 
they  were  felt  in  the  general  prosperity,  industry  and  com^ 
f(»t  of  the  people.    He  \voald  not  go  into  details  on  this  part 
of  thesubj.ect9  as  another  opportunity  would  be  afforded  him, 
when  anhon*  gentleman,  whose  ability  and  accuracy  well  fit* 
ted  him  for  the  task,  should  submit  his  resolutions  to  the 
house.     When  these  resolutions  were  introduced,  he  should^, 
he  trust8%be  able  to  shew  the  house  that  the  view  whick  he 
gave  of  the  financial  state  of  the  country  was  by  no  means 
delusive.     As  to  the  present  state  of  our  army^  he  declined 
saying  much  at  present,  reserving  himself  for  the  day  when 
the  subject  would  be  fully  discussed.    He  begged  leave,  how- 
ever, to  allude  to  what  had  been  said  about  his  promises  to 
place  the  army  on  a  proper  footing,  and  the  disappointment 
of  these  promises.    He  had  to  complain  that  hts  sentiments 
and  language  had  on  this  subject  been  either  misunderstood 
or  misrepresented.     As  to  the  actual  amount  of  our  aiilitary 
force,  he  had  long  since  declared  that  it  appeared  to  hiia 
nearly  adequate  to  the  circumstances  of  the  -coutitnf .    What^ 
he  objected  to  was,  principally,  the  manner  in  which  it  watt 
distributed.     He  had  complained  too  of  our  defiucncy  in 
disposable  force,  and  to  suf^ly  this  deficiency,  his  most  ac- 
tive f^xertions  had  been  directed.    He  did  not  see  then  any 
ground  for  supposing  that,  fbr  the  accomplishment  of  so  desi* 
rable  an  end,  temporary  expedients  should  not  be  resorted  to^ 
and  ministers  had  accordingly  combined  these  with  a  plan 
for  the  rceular  recruiting  of  the  army.     If  from  this  period 
last  year,  down  to  the  present  day,  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
men  had  been,  added  to  our  disposable  force,  he  did  not  see 
with  what  justice  ministers  could  be  accused  of  neglecting 
our  military  resources.    He  begged  geutkmen  to  reflect  on 
the  dLSiculties  attending  the  recruiting  for  the  army  in  this- 
commercial  country,  and  yet  with  all  these  dtfiicultics,  we 
had  now  a  disposable  force  of  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
well  disciplined  troops,  besides  a  hundred  thousand  that  were 
stationary.     To  these  were  to  be  added  about  four  hundred 
thousand  volunteers,  forming  all  together  a, force  which  at 
onco  shewed  the  activity  of  the  government,  and  the  aseai 
and  spirit  of  our  general  population.    The  state  of  our  milii>- 
tary  strength  was  indeed  such  as  to  remove  all  diffidence  or 
anxiety.    The  right  hon.  member  next  adverted  to  t'hc  stacc 
of  the  navy.     It  was  true  that  there  was  in  ships  of  the  line 
a  very  trifling  increase,  but  when  it  was  coufiidered  how 
many  hadheea  necessarily  laid  up  in  the  docks  to  be  repair- 
ed^ 
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cd,  he  was  sure  that  the  exertions  of  the  noble  lord  lately  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty,  to  expedite  this  important  branch.  « 
of  the  public  service,  were  entifled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
conntry.  Equally  entitled  to  approbation  was  his  zealous  ac- 
tivity in  providing  stores  of  every  description,  and  his  dili- 
gence in  hastening  the  fitting  out  of  chat  inferior  species  of 
naval  force  which  the' peculiar  circumstance?;  of  the  country 
required.  He  denied  that  the  escape  of  the  French  squa- 
drons at  all  evinced  want  of  knowledge  or  activity  oh  the 
part  of  the  admiralty.  On  every  one  of  the  stations  where 
the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  were,  they  had  been  blx>ckadedj 
and  if  by  accident  the  blockade  was  raised,  there  was  no 
proof  of  the  least  blame  attached  to  any  one  individual.  It 
was  quite  impossible,  great  as  was^  the  amount  of  our  naval 
force,  to  have  squadrons  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  which'a 
hostile  fleet  might  by  accident  direct  its  course.  He  vindi- 
cated tise  conduct  c^  the  admiralty  as  to  the  first  sailing  of 
the  Toulon  fleet.  It  was  not  then  ascertained  that  they  had 
gone  out  of  the  Mediterranean.  On  the  contrary,  there  was 
then  reason  to  suppose  that  they  had  in  view  an  object  much 
nearer  than  any  attempt  either  on  our  West  India  islands  or 
the  Brazils,  though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  speak  with  great- 
er freedom  on  the  subject.  Ht  denied  that  the  number  of 
troops  on  board  the  Toulon  fleet  had  ever  been  ascertained. 
On  the  contrary,  the  most  contradictory  accounts  had  at  dif- 
ferent times  come  into  the  possession  of  ministers.  Every 
reasonable  precaution  had  been  taken  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, but  no  vigilance^  however  active,  could  at  all  times  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  an  enemy,  continually  on  the  watch  to* 
elude  us.  He  next  touched  on  the  state  <k  Ireland,  which  he ' 
allowed  was  ground  of  not  a  little  anxiety.  A  great  im- 
provement had  taken  place,  but  much  yet  remained  to  be 
done  to  perfect  the  advantages  of  the  union.  He  trusted 
that  every  thing  inflammatory  would  be  studiously  avoided 
on  a  subject  so  delicate,  and  at- the  same  time  so  ititeresting ; 
as  it  had  only  been  incidentally  alluded  to,  he  should  not  in- 
sist  on  it  on  the  present  occasion.  After  going  through  thesQ . 
points,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to  state  what  had 
been  his  original  views  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  views  from 
wiiich  he  had  never  for  a  moment  departed.  He  had  never 
supposed  or  maintained  that  the  military  force  of  this  country 
wss  adequate  to  reduce  the  inordinate  ambition,  or  curtail  the 
overgrown  power  of  France.  He  had  maintained,  however, 
that  this  country  could  not,  consistently  with  its  safety,  main- 
tain 
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tain  the  rebtions  of  peace  and  amity  with  a  government  whose 
hostile  views  were  so  unequivocally  manifested.  He  had 
thought  that  the  spirit  and  energy  of  this  nation,  properly 
displayed,  might  rouse  the  spirit  of  the  powers  of  the  conti- 
nent, and  that  an  opportunity  might  be  found  of  making  a 
common  cause  with  them  against  the  ambition  of  an  indivi- 
dual restrained  by  none  of  those  laws  which  regulate  the  in- 
tercourse of  civilized  kingdoms.  Of  the  power  of  this  country 
to  repel  thei  invasion  he  never  entertained  a  doubt,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  attempt,  if  made,  would  be  so  repelled  as  to 
hold  out  encouragement  to  those  whom  fear  had  bound  in 
slavish  obedience,  to  rise  up  and  shake  off'  their  ignominious 
chains.  Such  were  the  views  which  he  had  laid  down,  and 
such  had  been  the  principles  on  which  the  confidential  com- 
munications alluded  to  in  His  majesty's  message  had  been  con- 
ducted. The  principle  of  joint  peace  or  joint  war  formed  the 
basis  of  the  negotiations,  and  he  was  glad  to  find  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  fully  entered  into  the  system.  To 
obtain  such  a  co-operation  from  Russia  was  what  ministers 
were  desirous  of  effecting,  and  what  true  policy  clearly  de- 
manded. He  allowed,  indeed,  that  Russia  alone,  independent 
of  other  continental  powers,  was  not  eflicient  for  eftcctually 
reducing  the  power  of  France.  To  interest  other  powers  in 
the  sanie  cause  became  therefore  a  matter  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence, but  to  accomplish  this,  he  needed  not  to  apprize 
the  house,  was  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty.  The  secrecy 
which  such  negotiations  required,  ^he  discussion  of  iU  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  such  a  close  urion  of  interests,  and 
the  arrangement  of  the  means  by  which  tiio  cliSerent  members 
of  the  confederacy  could  be  brought  to  act  together,  were  aU. 
reasons  why  the  communication  alluded  to  in  the  message 
could  not  now,  after  so  long  an  interval,  bp  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. He  trusted,  then,  the  house  would  not  refuse  to  give^, 
on  this  occasion,  the  same  credit  to  the  message,  which  other 
messages,  under  similar  circumstances,  had  obtained.  His 
majesty  stated,  that  no  more  distinct  communication  could 
be  made  with  safety,  and  therefore  he  hoped  that  no  unne- 
cessary obstacle  might  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  connexions 
capable  of  producing  the  most  satisfactory  results.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  giving  his  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr,  Grey  then  rose  and  took  a  view  of  the  various  argu* 
ments  that  had  been  offered  against  him,  and  concluded  by 
deprecating  the  weakness  of  the  present  adiuinistration^  with 
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the  bare  exception  only  of  the  talent  for  debate  that  dlstio^ 
guished  the  right  hon.  gentleman — ^a  weakness  and  ineffi^ 
ciency  that  were  greatly  augmented  bv  the  division  and  dis- 
cord that  at  present  reigned  in  the  cabinet. 
A  division  then  took  place. 

For  Mr.  Grey's  motion  •  i  ro 

Against  it  -  -  261 

Majority  against  the  motion      -  ^—  15X 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  house  adjourned* 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

IRIDAY,  JUNE^ai. 

The  house  was  for  some  time  occupied  in  a  committee  of 
privileges  on  the  Rous  peerage. 

Some  progress  was  also  made  in  two  divorce  bills,  one  of 
which  was  deferred  till  Tuesday,  the  other  till  Wednesday 
next. 

Several  ]>\\\s  wer^  brought  up  from  the  commons  and  read  a 
first  time,  among  others  Mr.  ritt's  indemnity  bill,  respecting 
t.he  advances  made  to  the  house  of  Boyd  and  Benfield. 

Lord  Suffolk  presented  a  petition  against  the  Pancras  vestty 
bill ;  but,  on  account  of  some  informality  in  the  wording  the 
petition,  it  was  withdrawn,  in  order  to  be  presented  again  on 
Thursday  next,  when  the  bill  was  further  to  be  considered- 
Lord  Walsingham  presented  a  petition  from  Judge  Fox, 
stating  the  hardships  to  which  he  should  be  exposed  were  hi« 
case  to  be  further  pursued  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
It  was  improbable  they  would  witness  any  thing  like  a  full 
attendance  at  such  a  period  of  the  year,  and  there  could 
therefore  be  scarcely  any  hope  of  bringing  the  business 
to  any.  termination  this  session.  Besides  it  was  well  known 
that  the  petitioners  who  attended  to  give  eviden<;e  against  him 
were  paid  by  the  public,  while  all  the  expences  upon  his  side 
fell  immediately  upon  him.  These  considerations,  he  trusted, 
would  be  enough  to  induce  their  lordships  to  entertain  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

Tlie  Lord  Chancellor  conceived  that  the  petition  rested 
upon  grounds  that  well  deserved  the  serious  attention  of  the 
^ouse ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  it  was  or* 
dered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Thursday  next. 

The  house  afterwards  made  some  progress  in  the  stipendiary 
curates'  bill,  which  is  to  be  recommitted  on  Thursday,  after 
which  the  house  adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE   QF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  21. 

Mr.  Pitt's  indemnity  bill  passed  through  a  committee,  was 
leported,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Sir  Evan  ISTepcan  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
an  account  of  what  monies  had  been  issued  by  the  treasurer 
of  his  majesty's  navy,  under  the  act  of  the  43d  of  his  majesty, 
relating  to  the  discoyery  of  the  longitude  ;  also  an  account  of 
the  monies  disbursed  by  the  board  of  longitude,  from  the  ist 
of  June,  1804,  to  the  ist  of  June,  1805.     Ordered. 

The  American  colonies  wool  exportation  bill  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  conunitted  on  Fri- 
day next. 

The  poor  clergy  bill  passed  through  a  committee,  was  re- 
ported, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  <m 
Tuesday  next. 

The  woollen  manufacturers  penalty  suspension  bill  passed 
through  a  committee ;  to  be  reported  on  Tuesday. 

A  bill  was  ordered  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Southern  whale  fishery  act. 

The  woollens  India  exportation  bill  passed  through  a  com- 
mittee, to  be  reported  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  moved  for,  and  obtained  leave  to 
t)cing  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
treasury  to  permit  certain  articles  to  be  warehoused  in  certain 
ports,  upon  security  being  given  for  payment  of  the  duty. 

The  coasting  trade  seamen's  regulation  bill,  and  the  land 
tax  commissioners  bill  \ii^re  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
^  third  time  on  Mond^iy. 

The  bark  stealing  prevention  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  person  from  the  excise  office  presented  an  account  of  the 
number  of  barrels  of  herrings  cured  in  the  Isle  of  Man  an- 
zniaHy.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  report  of 
a  committee  for  laying  a  duty  of  three  halfpence  per  lb;  on  all 
cochineal  not  impbrted  by  the  East  India  company. 

A  person  from  the  board  of  control  presented  an  accomit  of 
the  number  of  soldiers  discharged  from  the  East  India  .com- 
pany's service  that  had  returned  to  Europe  from  the  year 
1788  to  1794 ;  also  of  the  number  of  recruits  sent  out  to  India 
during  the  same  period.     Ordered  to  lip  on  the  taUe« 
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Mr.  William  Dickinson  presented  several  accounts  relative 
to  the  number  of  ships  in  commission^  the  state  of  the  dock- 
yards, &c.  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  house.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Dublin 
paving  bill  was  put  oflF  to  Monday. 

The  bill  for  amending  the  Irish  loyalists  compensation  acts 
passed  through  a  committee^  tO  be  reported  on  Monday. 

The  Irish  civil'list  bill  was  reported  j  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  Foster  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  the  Irish  army 
cxtraordinaries  in  the  committee  of  supply  on  Monday. 

The  expiring  laws  bill  was  committed,  to  be  reported  on 
Monday. 

MIDDLESEX   ELECTION. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  a  ballot  to 
determine  tlie  merits  6f  the  Middlesex  petition  stood  for 
Mondiiy,  which,  with  a  view  to  tlie  dispatch  of  public  busi- 
ness, it  would  be  desj^ble  to  postpone,  as  the  difficulty  of 
proceeding  in  a  ballot  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  session 
might  interfere  with  that  business.  It  was  for  the  house  to 
consider  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  put  off  the  bal- 
lot to  next  session,  but  at  all  events  it  was  highly  desirable  to 
discharge  the  order  for  Monday,  when  it  might  be  fixed  for 
some  other  day  in  the  week,  for  the  house  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consutering  the  propriety  of  putting  it  off  to  next 
session. 

After  a  short  interval  of  consultation,  the  order  was  made 
by  consult  of  all  parties  for  Thursday,  the  ist  of  August, 
being  in  effect  to  defer  the  ballot  to  next  session. 

Colonel  Craufurd,  in  consequence  of  the  statements  the* 
house  had  lately  heard,  thought  it  more  necessary  than  ever 
that  gentlemen  should  he  in  possession  of  the  several  papers 
for  which  he  had  moved.  As  they  would  not  be  ready  for  de- 
livery before  Monday,  he  felt  himself  under. a^ necessity  of 
deferring  his  motion  to  Wednesday. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Colonel  Craufurd,  relative  to 
the  account  moved  for  by  him  of  the  number  of  men  wanted 
to  complete  his  majesty's  regular  army  on  the  ist  of  June,  the 
Secretary  at  War  stated,  that  the  papers  would  be  ready  for  dc«« 
livery  on  Monday  next. 

Vol*  III.  1805.  3  G  ins 
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HIS  majesty's  message,  &C. 

TTie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  a  committee  o^  the  whole  house  to  consider  of  the  sup- 
ply to  be  granted  to  his  majesty. 

His  majesty's  message,  the  estimates  for  the  British  museum, 
the  Westminster  court-housey  the  accounts  of  exchequer  bills, 
the  estimates  of  the  board  of  first  fruits,  and  the  usual  annual 
parliamentary  grants  for  offices  in  Ireland,  were  referred  to  the 
committee^ 

The  house  having  resolved  into  the  committee,  Mr.  Alexander 
in  the  chair,  and  his  majesty's  message  being  read  firom  the 
chair, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  that,  as  the  subject  of 
his  majesty's  message  had  been  fully  discussed  in  the  long  de- 
bate that  had  taken  place  the  preceding  night,  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any  explanation  of  the  gene- 
ral ground  upon  which  the  house  was^called  on  to  agree  in  the 
vote  which  it  was  his  intention  to  propose.  It  was  the  less 
necessary  for  him  to  do  so,  because,  in  the  course  of  that  de- 
bate, he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  oflfering  to  the  house 
those  observations  which  applied  more  particularly  to  the  pre- 
sent ques.ion  ;  on  the  general  proposition  for  furnishing  his 
majesty  with  the  means  of  availing  himself  of  any  favourable 
conjuncture  for  giving  effect  to  a  concert  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  and  for  bringing  the  present  contest  to  a 
termination,  consistent  with  the  essential  interests  of  this 
country,  and  the  future  security  of  Europe,  as  far  as  the  same 
had  been  recomrfiended  in  his  majesty's  message.  The'  only 
subject  to  whicli  he  had  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee was  the  amount  of  the  sum  t  >  be  voted,  being  three 
millions  and  a  half.  It  would  on  all  hands  be  allowed,  that 
it  was  desirable,  if  an  opportunity  should  offer  for  making  a 
vigorous  eflfort,  under  circumstances  shewing  it  to  be  practi- 
cable that  such  an  effort  could  be  made  on  a  large  scale,  that 
would  be  likely  to  command  success  and  insure  the  eventual  at- 
tainment of  the  object  we  had  in  prospect.  Gentlemen  would 
recollect,  that  when  he  had  proposed  a  sum  of  ^ve  millions 
for  this  purpose,  it  had  been  at  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
when  the  whole  year  was  before  them,  and  there  was  a  proba- 
bility of  a  great  and  continued  exertion.  He  desired,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  understood  to  mean  that  it  was  less  desirable 
now  than  at  a  former  period,  that  a  co-operation  on  an  extend- 
ed 
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ed  scale  should  take  place,  and  he  proposed  to  vote  the 
smaller  sum  only  because  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  sea- 
son there  could  be  no  prospect  of  a  continuance  of  exertion 
through  any  considerable  portion  of  the  year.  He  should 
confine  himself  to  moving,  that  there  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds. 

On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr,  Fox  observed,  that  after  what  had  passed,  both  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  public  would  expect  that  he 
should  give  a  direct  negative  to  this  vote.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said  that  It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  enter 
into  any  further  explanation  on  the  subject  now.  He  had  said 
the  precec^ng  night  that  it  was  impossible,  and  if  he  still  ad- 
hered to  the  same  declaration  it  would  be  equally  valid  now  as 
then.  This  circumstance  he  adverted  to  only  to  shew  that  the 
necessity  of  explanation  had  not  been  superseded  by  any 
communication  to  the  house.  When  a  minister  came  to  that 
house  for  a  Vote  of  money,  for  purposes  which  he  left  them  to 
the  wildest  flights  of  imagination  to  conjecture,  and  said,  that 
k  was  his  duty  not  to  give  information,  he  should  reply,  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  give  no  money.  No  one  would  deny,  that  it 
was  desirable  that  we  should  have  as  extensive  co-operation  as 
possible^  but  the  house  had  not  expressed  an  opinion  on  that 
subject'  After  what  had  passed,  it  was  a  matter  of  less  de- 
licacy to  express  an  opinion  on  hypothesis,  as  to  the  purpose 
for  which  the  vote  was  called  for  ;  whether  on  the  hypothesis 
that  it  was  to  enable  us  to  make  terms  of  peace,  or  on  the 
hypothesis  that  it  was  to  engage  the  powers  of  the  continent  to 
co-operate  with  us  in  the  war.  On  this  head  he  should  state 
briefly  his  opinion.  It  seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion, 
that  to  engage  with  Russia  alone  would  make  our  situation 
more  difiicult  than  at  present,  unless  Prussia  or  Austria  could 
be  included  in  the  confederacy  :  of  the  first  of  these  powers 
co-operating  there  was  less  hope,  of  the  latter  more,  though 
he  thought  fear  a  more  proper  term  than  hope  in  the  latter 
case.  Without  a  sure  prospect  of  efiicient  co-operation,  he 
should  feel  most  unhappy  if  he  were  to  suffer  this  vote  to  pasi 
without  entering  his  protest  against  it,  without  warning  this 
country  and  Europe  against  the  consequences.  No  man  could 
tell  what  would  be  the  issue  of  war;  but  when  they  looked  to 
the  past,  he  asked,  with  what  rational  hope  such  a  war  as  the 
late  one  could  be  begun,  and  with  whcit  rational  ground  of 
success  ?  Was  it  intended  that,  at  the  present  period  of  the 
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year,  when  Austria  was  unprepared,  any  operations  should  be 
undertaken,  or  only  that  evbry  thing  should  be  prepared  to 
begin  the  war  in  the  next  campaign?  If  Austria  were  to  move^ 
and  the  consequence  should  be,  what  was  not  improbable, 
productive  of  serious  disasters,  what  would  become  of  our 
hopes  of  continental   connections  ?    what  of   the   liberties 
of  Europe  ?    what  of  the  prospect  of  setting  limits  to  the 
power  of  France,  justly  and  rationally  considered  already  too 
ibrmidable?     Under  such   circumstances,  and  on  such  in- 
formation, it  became  wise  men  to  consider  weU  before  they 
should  grant  any  money  where  the  chances  were  one  hundred 
to  one  against  success.     But  it  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
matter  was  proposed  .that  weighed  with  him.     If  we  had  re- 
mained at  peace,  as  he  wished  we  had,  and  Austria,  Russiaif 
or  Prussia,  had  applied  to  us  for  assistance  in  their  quarrel, 
no  man  would  be  more  ready  than  himself  to  agree  to  grant- 
ing it.    Dot  when  we  had  dashed  singly  into  the  war,  and,  as 
had  been  argued  the  preceding  night,  for  the  purpose  of  rous- 
ing the  powers  of  Europe  by  our  example,  which  we  could 
onlf  exhibit  in  the  case  of  invasion,  that  put  the  question  on 
a  different  footing.     He  disliked  the  phrase  to  rouse  Europe^ 
because  the  attempt  to  do  so  had  the  effect  of  producing  a  dis- 
inclination to  co-operate  with  us.     Every  man  knew  that  the 
character  of  the  British  government  in  Europe  was,  that  it 
was  actuated  by  selfish  motives  in  instigating  the  pgWers  of 
the  continent  to  war  for  British  interests.    He  hoped  that 
this  opinion  wa$  false ;  but  if  we  should  attempt  to  instigate 
the  powers  of  the  continent  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  whilst 
they  wished  to  remain  at  peace,  whether  for  the  purpbse  of 
regaining  strength  or  recruiting  their  resources,  or  for  what- 
ever other  reason,  it  would  alienate  the  affections,  of  Europe 
more  from  us  than  any  inefficiency  that  could  take  place  in  the 
conduct  of  the  war.     If  Austria  alone  were  to  embark  with 
us  in  the  war,  she  eould  not  use  her  exertions  with  advantage 
to  herself  or  to  us.    The  interests  of  both  would  be  identified, 
could  not  be  separated,  and  consequently  neither  could  enjoy 
the  full  benefit  of  her  exertions.    This  was  a  ground  for 
thinking  that  Ihe  result  could  not  be  favourable.     Austria 
would  be  driven  to  the  alternative  of  conduding  a  treaty  un- 
der the  same  circumstances  which  obliged  her  to  conclude 
the  treaty  of  Leoben  and  LuneviUe,  and  to  submit  to  such 
terms  as  France  should  dictate  j  for  it  was  contrary  to  all  ex- 
perience and  history  to  suppose,  as  had  been  argued,  that 
(>eing  engaged  to  Russia  and  England,  she  would  be  bound  to 
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hold  out  to  the  last.  No  .country  could  be  obliged  by  any 
treaty  to  hold  out  to  its  destruction  and  lie  down  under  its 
ruin.  There  was  another  alternative  which  Austria. might 
adopt,  which  was  to  hold  out  to  the  end  j  and  might  not  that 
conduct  endanger  the  total  extinction  of  the  second  power  in 
Europe  ?  If  she  chose^  as  he  thought  jshe  would,  the  former 
alternative,  we  should  then  be  driven,  after  all  our  efforts  and 
expence,  either  to  make  a  separate  peace,  or  to  carry  on  a  de* 
fensive  war.  He  hoped  we  should  not  be  reduced  to  that  al« 
ternative,  and  should  not  discuss  what  should  be  oiur  conduct 
in  such  a  case.  It  would  be  highly  indiscreet  in  us  to  forj» 
an  alliance  for  the  purpose  of  continental  war  with  Russia  and 
Austria,  and  it  would  be  still  more  indiscreet  in  Austria,  for 
Russia  and  Great  Britain  would  be  in  a  far  different  situation 
from  that  of  their  ally.  If  such  an  alliance  could  be  formed 
with  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  and  the  other  powers  of  the 
continent,  as  would  gain  their  good  will,  without  attempting 
to  rouse  them  before  their  own  interests,  in  their  own  view 
of  them,  would  call  for  their  exertions,  such  an  alliance 
would  afford  hopes  that  we  might  obtain  reasonable  terms  of 
peace.  His-  reason  for  not  voting  for  the  sum  proposed  was, 
because  no  answte  had  been  returned  to  the  propositions  of 
the  French  government.  .  Time  enough  had  elapsed  for  ob- 
taining the  consent  of  Russia,  and  the  effect  of  withholdij^g 
explanation  from  the  house  on  the  subject  must  be,  that  they 
would  not  place  any  confidence  in  his  majesty's  ministers. 
Was  any  rq>utation  gained  by  not  returning  an  answer? 
Were  th^  not,  until  some  explanation  should  be  given,  ia 
the  odious  situation  of  having  left  a  pacific  proposition  six 
months  unanswered  ?  But  it  had  been  said,  that  a  few  days 
after  the  proposition,  a  message  had  been  sent  to  the  French 
council  in  terms  nojt  very  complimentary  to  the  British  go* 
vemment.  Certainly  we  should  not  be  the  foremost  to  no- 
tice %uch  expressions,  for  even  the  message  under  considera*^ 
tion  contained  language  not  very  complimentary  to  the 
French  government.  He  was  ignorant  what  propositions  his 
majesty's  ministers  intended  to  makc»  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that  they  ought  to  be  kept  secret  till  they  sh9u'd  be  made 
known  at  a  genei%l  congress.  If  it  was  their  intention  to 
propose  terms  through  Russia  to  France,  he  took  tliat  oppor- 
tunity of  intreating  his  majesty's  ministers,  that  they  might 
be  reasonable.  He  did  not  mean  that  the  propositions  should 
be  exactly  what  they  would  insist  upon  as  their  ultimatum, 
but  that  the.  difference  Ijctwecn  the  extremes  of  what  they 
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should  at  first  demand,  and  what  they  should  afterwards  con- 
sent to  accept,  should  be  as  small  as  may  be.  If  the  proposi- 
tions should  be  such  as  Europe  would  think  unreasonable,  or  as 
this  government,  if  in  the  place  of  the  French  government, 
would  think  unreasonable  to  be  accepted ;  if  they  shduld  be 
such  only  as  were  to  form  the  grounds  of  a  manifesto  on  the 
part  of  powers  previously  determined  on  war,  though  you 
should  engage  the  continent  in  a  new  war,  you  would  alie- 
nate the  disposition  of  Europe  from  you  more  than  if  no 
terms  should  be  proposed  at  all.  He  spoke  thus  generally, 
because  totally  in  the  dark  on  the  subject,  and  guided  only  by 
conjecture.  Whatever  we  might  say  of  our  disinterestedness, 
whatever  of  moderation  and  forbearance,  Europe  had  a  diffe- 
rent opinion,  which  might  possibly  be  wrong  5  but  we  had  a 
character  to  gain  or  retrieve  on  the  occasion.  Let  the  an- 
swer to  be  returned  contain  propositions  reasonable  in  the  cx- 
treme»  if  such  a  contradiction  of  terms  could  be  used,  the  ef- 
fect would  be  that  they  might  be  accepted,  and  that  would  be 
the  only  mischief  that  could  result  from  proposing  them. 
We  should  then  make  a  separate  peace,  and  could  any  man 
contend  that  there  was  comparatively  any  great  difference  as 
to  the  object,  whether  a  peace,  was  to  be  concluded  by  Great 
Britain  and  Russia,  or  upon  terms  that  would  be  approved  of 
by  all  Europe,  and  which  all  the  powers  of  Europe  would  pos- 
sibly guarantee  ?  But  if  the  terms  should  not  be  accepted,  as 
some  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  think  that  there  was  no  in- 
clination in  the  French  government,  though  for  himself  he 
had  some  doubts  of  it,  whilst  the  leaning  of  his  mind  was  the 
other  way,  this  would  strengthen  the  argument  of  those 
who  urged  the  necessity  oJF- rousing  Europe.  The  more  rea- 
sonable the  terms  that  should  be  rejected,  the  greater  would 
be  the  indignation  of  Europe  at  their  rejection.  He  could  , 
not  help  thinking  that  Europe  had  been  through  peace  and 
war  against  us,  and  with  France.  France  has  now  given  us 
an  advantage  to  conciUate  all  the  world,  and  we  should  ma- 
nage it.  It  was  not  enough  that  the  indignation  of  Europe 
was  excited,  we  should  persuade  the  continent  that  we  had 
reason  on  our  side,  and  that  the  injustice  was  on  the  part  of 
France. .  He  was  glad  of  this  opportunity*of  statjng  his  opi- 
nion on  the  general  question.  As  to  the  particular  subject 
now  under  discussion,  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  what  he  had 
stated  at  the  outset,  that  he  could  not  agree  to  it.  If  it  was  a 
vote  of  credit,  that  would  not  be  novel.  When  last  war  a 
subsidiary  treaty  had  been  arranged  with  Russia^  a  sum  of 
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money  had  been  voted,  but  then  the  house  knew  for  what 
object.  In  the  present  case  they  were  told  nothing.  They  ' 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  intended  for  Austria  or  Russia, 
or  for  purposes  of  enabling  us  to  procure  terms  of  peace,  and 
they  had  no  security  that  it  would  not  be  applied  in  the  man- 
ner the  house  was  most  apprehensive  of.  He  should  there- 
fore give  the  vote  a  decided  negative. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  when  he  had 
said  that  it  was  needless  to  enter  further  on  this  question 
now,  he  had  rested  his  assertion  on  the  general  views  which 
the  house  had  of  the  object  which  was  designed  to  be  an- 
swered by  this  vote  of  credit.     That  ^object  was  to  form  such 
a  co-operation  with  the  continental  powers,  as  would  ulti- 
mately lead  to  a  secure  and  lasting  peace.    Now  what  he 
conceived  the  house  to  have  distinctly  agreed  in  was,  that  a 
general  concert  would  be  far  better  than  if  any  attempt  had 
been  made  at  a  separate  pacification.     That  was  the  general 
opinion,  and  even  the  opinion  of  many  of  those  who  did  not 
exactly  agree  with  him.    fiut  from  what  the  hon.  gentlemim 
had  now  said,  he'thought  that  he  had  abandoned  this  principle, 
so  far  as  to  say  that  a  separate  peace  would  be  better  than 
any  concert  formed  for  the  purpose  either  of  peace  or  of  war. 
His  observations  seemed  to  go  this .  length,  that  all  attempts 
at  releasing  ourselves  from  our  present  situation  were  impro- 
per,  because  it  might  happen  that  our  afiairs  might  be  made, 
worse.     This  was  a  mode  of  reasoning  that  would  lead  all  the 
powers  of  the  continent  to  remain  supine  under  the  oppres- 
sion of  France,  and  never  attempt  to  oppose  her  schemes  oif 
ambition  and  aggrandizement.     Why  ?  because,  in  opposing; 
these  schemes,  they  ran  a  risk  of  making  matters  worse.     Buit 
were  they  to  wait  till  the  power  of  France  was  much  more: 
increased,  and  much  more  confirmed  i    till  their  own  resour-* 
ces  were  much  more  reduced  than  they  were  at  present,  and 
till  the  power  of  resistance  was  gone  ?    This  would  indeed 
be  exposing  themselves  to  a  certainty  of  having  theirs  made 
worse.     Surely  the  hon.  gentleman  could  never  intend  to 
carry  the  opinion  to  this  extent.     But  then  he  said,  that  we 
ought  to  wait  till  they  were  ready,  and  not  to  place  ourselves 
in  the  odious  character  of  the  disturbers  of  Europe.     If  he 
were  at  liberty  to  enter  upon  a  statement  of  facts,  he  might 
perhaps  satisfy  even  the  hon.  gentleman  on  that  head.     This 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  do.     However,  if  we  were  at  peace 
with  a  country,  and  endeavoured  ta  excite  other  nations 
against  it,  for  views  and  purposes  of  our  own,  undoubtedly 
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this  would  be  to  expose  ourselves  to  the  odium  to  which  he 
alluded.     But  he  could^  not  conceive  what  odium  could  attach 
to  you,  when  you  were  unjustly  attacked,  if  you  endeavoured 
to  bring  others  to  your  assistance,  especially  if  their  iaterc^s 
Vere  equally  concerned.    No  odium;  then,  could  justly  be  at- 
tached to  us  on  this  account.     It  might  be,  perhaps,  invi- 
dious to  involve  other  nations  in  war,  when  your  own  inte- 
rest alone  was  concerned  ;  but  in  the  present  case,  our  own 
interest  and  that  of  the  continent  were  closely  connected,  as 
the  security  of  both  in  a  great  measure  depended  upon  their 
co-operation;     If  you  therefore  could  open  the  eyes  of  the 
continental  nations  to  their  true  interests,  if  you  could  clearly 
shew  them  that  not  only  their  interests  but  their  salvation  de- 
pended upon  their  joining  you  in  opposing  an  enemy  whose 
object  it  was  to  destroy  you  both,  then  surely  it  was  not  only 
not  unjust,  but  it  was  even  meritorious,  to  secure  their  bo- 
operation  if  possible.     But  it  ought  to  be  observed,  that  this 
might  in  point  of  fact  be  the  case,  though  he  only  meant  to 
put  It  hypothetically.     The  powers  of  the  continent  might 
have  doubts  as  to  their  ability  for  prosecuting  the  war.     Now 
might  it  not  happen  that  these  doubts  might  arise  from  their 
being  much  more  powerful  in  any  other  way  than  in  their 
finances  ?    In  this  case  we  might^havc  the  ability  to  removie 
alt  these  doubts.    ^Was  not  this  altogether  fair  and  desirable  ? 
If  you  were  enabled  to  remove  their  objections,  and  to  hold 
out  an  expectation  that  they  would  be  supplied  where  they 
Vere  most  deficient,  would  it  not  be  both  far  their  interest 
and  your  own  to  do  so  ?     When  the  hon.  gemteman  recurred 
to  the  idea  of  a  peace  guaranteed  by  the  other  nations  of 
Europe,  it  was  aboTe  all  things  to  be  considered^  what  was 
the  situation  of  those  powers  who  were  to  be  the  guarantees^ 
knd  what  were  their  means  of  preserving  it.     If  they  were  m 
such  a  state  of  weakness  as  not  to  be  able  to  punish  a.viola. 
tion  of  the  treaty,  to  what  effectual  purpose  would  their  gu*- 
ranfce  serve  ?     Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  it  appeared 
to  him  necessary  that  there  should  be  some  concentr^  sy^ 
tern  agreed  on  between  us  and  other  powers,  before  we  coold 
properly  explain  ourselves  to  France,  with  respect  to  that  sort 
of  peace  which  we  might  think  necessary  for  our  own  securi« 
ty,  and  the  security  of  Europe.     To  establish  this  sort  of  axt^ 
eert  among  the  other  nations  was  certainly  a  subjec;  of  mndk 
delicncy  and  difficulty,  and  it  was  therefore  not  at  all  surpri- 
sing that  the  negotiations  were  not  now  in  such  a  state  of 
-mattrrity  as  to  allow  of  a  eommunication  respecting  them. 

The 
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The  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to*  misunderstand  the  spirit  of 
the  answer  which  was  given  by  his  majesty  to  the  overture  ot 
peace  on  the  part  of  France,    Nothing  could  have  been  more 
kose  or  genend  than  the  terms  of  that  overture,  and  certainly 
the  answer  was  not  disdainful  or  scornful  ^  it  was  all  that  the 
country,  under  the  existing  cirtumstances,  could  say ;  for  it 
•fated  our  desire  of  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  the  necessity 
we  felt  of  consulting  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  with  whom 
we  were  in  confidential  intercourse*    The  French  overture 
9tated.no  specific  terms  upon  which  peace  could  be  granted  i 
but  the  messages  of  the.  French  government  to  the  legislative 
body,  lay  down  as  a  sifte  qua  non  of  peace,  that  we  shall  agree 
not  only  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  but  to  their  construction  of 
that  treaty  on  the  particular,  points  which  occasioned  the  pre* 
sent  war.    It  would  be  recollected,  tliat  the  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  as  had  been  expressly  stated,  proceeded  from  the  ge** 
Beral  encroachments  -of  France  upon  all  other  nations,  accom- 
panied by  a  peremptory  demand  that  we  should  relinquish 
that  which,  in  the  opinion  of  our  government,  and  in  his 
private  opinion,  the  country  could  not,  under  all  circum- 
stances, be  called  upon  to  relinquish  by  the  treaty*     He  did 
0DC  know  how  fi^  the  judgment  of  the   other  nations  of 
Eorope  might  be  induced  by  the  arts  and  misrepresentations 
of  France  to  consider  the  cause  of  this  country  as  rmjust,  but 
he  considered,  and  he  trusted  the  house  did,  that  the  war  was 
OB  our  part  iMst  strictly  just*    There  was  one  proposition 
of  the  hon*  gentleman  to  which  every  body  must  a^ee> 
namdy,  that  peace  should,  if-  possible,  be  concluded  upon 
reasonable  tertts*    This  general  proposition  was  most  unde- 
iiiaUe,  bixt  thediffdreace  still  existed  upon  what  terms  were 
M  be  eonridered  reasonable.    The  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to 
cenaider,  that  in  order  td  make  the  terms  reasonable,  they 
shoidd  be  sttch  as  the.etieniy  would  accept  of.  This  was  a  most 
atftsngt  condusion  $  at  a  time  when  we  are  at  war  professedly 
lor  tbe  purpose  of  de&pdit^g  ourselves  against  the  schemes  of 
iaerdiiuite  ambition  which  France  has  manifested,  it  would  be 
extraordinary  to  make  the  criterion  of  a  reasonable  peace 
tliat  which  would  please  France;    He  was  ready  to  allow 
that  the  alliance  of  Ru^ia  alone  should  not  promise  such  effi«- 
cautions  or  powerful  cooperation  as  would  make  it  wbrth 
wbvle  to  protract  the  war  on  account  of  any  hope  it  would 
\Mif  or  even  equivalent  for  the  large  vote  of  credit  which 
w«S  demanded )  but  it  was  his  opinion  that  even  the  limited 
oeration  of  a  few  of  the  powers>  and  for  a  short  time, 
Fql.  III.  1S05.  3  H  piigiu 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4U  THE  PAltLlAMENTARY  REGlSttR.         [CdMWolri^ 

might  1)e  of  material  service  in  the  course  of  the  war,  in  pro^ 
tectihg  those  points  which  the  enemy  appeared  particttbriy 
anxious  to  attack. 

Mr,  Fox  replied,  that  what  he  had  stated  the  preceding 
liight  was»  that  the  chance  of  loss  in  this  war  appeared  t(> 
iiin)  considerably  more  than  that  of  any  advantage.  Hecon* 
sidef  ed  that  this  applied  also  to  those  powers  whom  it  appear- 
ed that  we  wbhed  to  insti)^te,  to  the  war.  As  far  as  he  was 
informed  of  the  state  of  Europe,  he  believed  that  if  Austria 
could  be  allured,  and  tempted  by  any  subsidy  ire  oiFered,  to 
engage  in  a  war  with  France,  she  would  expose  herself  to  the 
most  extreme  peril,  to  a  danger  far  beyond  any  chance  of  ad* 
Vantage.  In  point  oF  fact,  he  believed  the  general  opinion  of 
Europe  was,  t4iat  in  the  present  war  we  were  in  the  wrong. 
I'his  opinion,  he  feared,  vras  not  only  very  general,  but  very 
)ttst.  On  the  general  principle  of  the  right  of  instigating 
other  nations  to  take  part  in  our  quarrel,  the  only  difierence 
between  him  and  the  right  hdh.  gentleman  seemed  to  be 
this ;  the  right  hon.  gentlemah  spoke  theoretically,  but  he 
spoke  practically.  He  never  talked  of  the  injustice  of  cxd-* 
ting  Austria  to  war,  he  xnerely  spoke  of  the  impolicy  of  it» 
on  account  of  the  dangers  to  which  it  would  expose  that 
power.  He  never  heard  any  body  so  sanguine  as  to  iezpect 
theassistance  of  both  Austria  and  Prussia,  and  if  they  virere 
<>ri  opposite  sides  we  might  lose  as  much  on  one  as  we  would 
g^in  on  the  other.  Perhaps  after  receiving  our  subsidy,  the 
two  powers  might  think  it  better  to  pair  off,  as  gentlemen 
often  do  in  this  house  when  they  do  not  chuse  to  wait  for  the 
division  {a  laugh).  As  the  right  hoo.  gentleman  had  thought 
he  had  not  expressed  himself  with  sufficient  precision  in  tak- 
ing of  reasonable  terms  of  peace,  he  should  cxpban  himself  fts 
to  what  he  meant  l^  reasonable  terms.  He  thought  the  cri- 
terion of  what  was  reasonable  C9uld  onlybe  detdrmined  by 
supposing  ourselves  in  the  place  of  the  enemy.  Such  terms 
Bs  we  evidently  could  not-  Ustetitc)  were  we  in  his  situatieki^ 
were  terms  which  would  certainly  not  be  reasonable  for  us  to 
propose  or  insist  on. 

LerU  Henry  Petty  suppcrtcid  the 'opinion  of  his  hon.  firiepd 
who  had  just  sat  down.  When  we  were  called  upon  to. come 
to  a  vote  of  credit,  unpanffleied  inamonnt,  and  under  such 
extraordinary  circumstances,  we  ought  certainly  to  be  in  pos-^ 
session  of  all  possible  information  on  the  subject.  Ministers 
had,  however,  been  labouriixg  for  six  motHM'td^  procure  in- 
formation for  the  house,  but  in  vain  ^  and  this^  in  his  opi-- 
.  nion> 
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jDion,  sufficiently  evinced  the  true  state  of  the  case.  In 
the  absence  of  all  official  information,  we  must  have  Recourse 
to  that  inferior  species  of  information'  which  it  wa$  in  the 
power  of  every  man  to  possess.  How  did  that  represent 'the 
state  of  £urope  i  Look  to  Austria.  There  was  nothing  in 
that  quarter  to  induce  us  to  believe  her  finances  or  her  armieSi 
were  in  such  a  situation  as  to  enable  her  to  take  the  lead 
sn  the  confederacy  against  France.  The  intimate  connexioQ 
which  Prussia  had  for  many  years  had  with  France  did  not 
fi€em  lessened,  but  was  rather  confirmed.  Russia  evix^cj^d  no 
disposition  to  depart  from  that  cautious  policy,  whiclx  origr^. 
nating  with  Catherine,  and  departed  from  by  raul,  wa3  ag^ 
pursued  by  Alexander.  As  to  Germany,  the  homage  shewn 
to  the  French  emperor  in  his  progress  down  the  Rhone^  suffi^ 
ciently  proved  the  sentiments  of  that  country..  Every  ground 
veas  wanting  on  wh^ch  such  a  vote  could  be  justified  i-^Ac  num- 
ber of  the  powers,  the  character  of  those  powers, ,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  common  basis  on  which  they  would  an-ee  to  act, 
and  that  that  action  had  peace  for  its  object.  We  ^e  told 
we  are  to  vote  this  i^ioney  out  of  the  abundant  resources  of 
the  country.  That  the  resources  of  the  country  weresuch  as,  by 
making  some  sacrifices,  might  enable  us  to  assist  another  power 
in  making  effi^rts  which  parliament  should  consider  as  advise- 
able,  he  would  not  deny;  but  asiio  information  whatever 
had  been  communicated  to  the  house,  by  which  they  were 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  appropriating  a  single 
shilling  of  the  public  money  to  that  purpose,  he  should  giye 
his  decided  negative  to  the  motion. 

Afn  Bantej^in  voting  for^the'  motion,  declared,  that  he 
should  not  consider  himself  bound  to  approve  of  ^the  subse* 
quent  application  of  the  money  so  voted.  He  deprecated  the 
system  of  carrying  on  v^ars  by  subsidies,  and  contended,  that 
from  aa  examination  of  the  history  of  the  last  century,  it 
would  be  found,  that  in  no  case  had  a  foreign  power  rcmamed 
in  our  interest  lor  more  than  two  or  three  years,  .after  such 
power  had  received  our  money.  He, said  this,  becaijse  it 
seemed  to  be  insinuated  the  preceding  night,  that  some  new 
ligbt  had  broken  in  upon  those  who  had  formerly  h^ld  opi- 
nions adverse  to  continentrJ  connedion$^  and  that  they  were 
ready  tq  come  and  make  the  atneade  hfwr^le  fpp  ever  having 
entertained  such  sentiments. 

Mr^Wm.  Smith thohx^t  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes) 
wpu)d  have  acted  more  consistently  wi^  his  protest  agaiost 
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being  bound  to  approve  of  tbe  disposition  of  the  money  to  be 
raised  by  the  vote  of  credit  proposed^  had  he  withheld  bis 
.  consent  to  that  proposition  until  he  had  ascertained  what  was 
to  be  done  with  it.  fie  dissented  from  the  motion,  on  the 
grounds  which  liad  been  so  ably  stated  by  his  honourable  friend 
near  him  (Mr.  Fox).  Ke  called  on  the  right  hon.  gentkmaa 
opposite  to  consider  the  precipice  to  the  brink  of  which  he 
had  brought  the  country,  and  tKe  dreadful  responsibility  that 
hung  over  him.  There  was  not  a  point  in  which  the  situa- 
tion of  th^  country  was  not  infinitely  worse  than  it  was  when 
the  overture  from  France  was  made,  and  if  the  negotiation 
with  Russia  should  fail,  the  consequence  might  be  most  se- 
rious. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  without  a  division* 

Resolutions  for  providing  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the 
outstanding  exchequer  bills  in  January,  and  misccUaneoas 
grants  for  Ireland,  occ.  wore  agreed  to. 
I  Mr.  Long  moved,  that  :2o,oool.  be  granted  for  the  pur<* 
chase  of  the  late  Mr.  To  wnley's  collection  of  antiques  for  the 
British  Museum ;  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  who 
observed  that  no  sum  could  be  voted  to  a  more  advanugeous 
purpose  for  the  public. 

Mr*  Baifkis  stated  the  circumstances  under  which  the  coI« 
lection: was  kft  by  Mr.Townley.  In  his  will  he  ordered  that 
the  i^olkdtioB  should  not  be  separated,  and  that  if  in  five  years 
his  heirs  did  not  either  remove  it  to  Townley  Castle,  diere 
building  a  place  for  its  receptioh,  or  erqiend  4,5001.  in  build« 
ing  a  gallery  for  it  in  London,  for  the  purpose  of  public  exhibi* 
tion.  It  dmold  devolve  to  the  British  Museum.  Under  these 
ciroimstances,  it  seemed  probaUe  that  the  collection  might 
fall  into  the  possession  of  the  trustees  of  that  institution  witl^ 
out  any  expoice  to  the  public. 

Sir  W.  Young,  Mr.  W.  Smithy  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham^  urged  the  little  probability  there  i^isted  that  an  opa« 
lent  family  should  refuse  to  lay  out  4,5opl.  or  a  much 
larger  sum,  to  secure  to  themselves  such  a  valuable  collection* 
This  would  prove  them  as  illiberal  as  their  ofier  of  it  to  the 
public  at  the  moderate  sum  (tfa6,oool.  had  shewn  them.tobe 
libeiaL  If  therefore  the  house  did  not  avail  themselves  of 
this  opportunity,  the  collection  would  doubtless  be  withdrawn 
from  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Sir  W.  Dolbe^*,  though  they  concur* 
red  in  opinion  that  this  valuable  collectioa  &ould  be  pur* 
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dia^  tar  the  me  c^  this  pablic,  yet  defended  the  hon.  gen* 
tlcmad  (Mr.  Bankes)  from  any  imputation,  of  illiberality  that 
might  be  attached  to  him  for  his  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

This  resolurion  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the 
honse  having  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  receiwd 
oa  Monday. 

The  honse  then,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x« 
chequer,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house 
toconftder  of  the  ways  and  means  for  raising  a  supply^  in 
which  a  resolution  was  agreed  to  for  appropriatmg  towards  die 
mpplj  14,500,0001.  arising,  or  to  arise,  from  acts  of  the  4?d^- 
43d,  and  44th  years  of  his  majesty,  for  granting  certain  duties 
during  the  present  war,  after  deducting  what  had  been  applied 
fer  the  service  of  the  last  year. 

Also  resolutions  were  voted  fbr  raising  debt  millions,  two 
motions  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  by  loans  on  exchequer  bills.  The 
house  being  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday,  on  which  day  the  honse  agreed  to  go  into  a  furthsr 
ooomittee  of  ways  and  means. 

ISLE  OF  MAN., 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  claims  of  the  Duke  of  Athol  for  compensation  fiDr  the 
loss  of  the  revenues,  regalities,  &c.  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  BMchequer^  after  a  short  history  of  this 
island,  and  the  revenues,  regalitiesi  &c«  of  the  noble  duke  in 
this  island,  and  which  hb  ancestor  parted  from  for  an  inado- 
quate  consideratiomf  in  1765,  moved  a  resplutiooy  the  sub-- 
stance  of  which  \va;5>  that  thie  present  Duke  of  Athol,  his  heirs, 
&c.  be  allowed  one-fourth  of  the  produced  revenues  of  the  Isle 
of  Man,  which,,  being  estimated  in  gross  at  about  i2,oool. 
would  yield  to  (he  noble  duke  an  income  of  about  jiOooL  per* 
annum. 

Mr.  Curwch  opposed  the  resolution  very  strenuously. 

Mr.  Creevey  also  opposed  the  resolution,  and  alleged  there 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  disgusting  canvassing  on  behalf  of 
the  noble  duke's  interest  in  this  matter,  and  that  if  the  mea- 
sure was  carriedj  it  wquld  be  owing  to  such  canvassing. 

Mr,  Sheridan  kindled  at  this  expression,  and  said  he  knew 
juS  a  great  deal  of  canvassing  against  the  noble  duke  upon  this 
mdbgect^  and  cards  printed  smd-cirKidaiod-foy4hat'  purpose. 

He 
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He  had  been  himself  canvassed  in  that  manner^  he  had  been 
also  canvassed  on  behalf  of  the  nobie  duke,  but  that  was  bj  a 
perfectly  respectable  person,  who  only  desired  him  to  look 
into  and  thoroughly  understand  the  subject  before  he  voted 
for  it  (  he  had  done  so,  and  the  result  was  a  conviction  of  the 
jn'opriety  of  the  claim  of  the  noble  dxikc,  for  whom  he  had 
no  partiality  whatever,  but  he  followed  the  dictates  of  his  con- 
sdence.  He  could  not  help  latoenting  that  his  hon.  friends 
who  opposed  this  measure  did  not  understand  its  merits  so 
well  as  they  ought  to  doy  before  they  took  such  a  courae  of 
opposition  to  it. 

After  some  forther  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Windham 
and  Mr*  Wilberforce  opposed  the  Duke  of  Athd's  claims»  and 
Mr.  Rose  and  Lord  Glenbervie  supported  thern^  Sir  Willi^n 
Young  moved  an  amendment,  to  grant  a  compensation  io  the 
Duke  of  Athol  annually^out  of  the  consolidated  fond,  equiva- 
lent to  one^fourth  of  the  gross  revenues  of  the  island.  This  was 
acceded  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  A  conver- 
sation of  some  length  ensued  between  Mr*  William  Smith, 
Lord  de  Blaquiere,  and  several  other  members.  At  length 
the  house  divided. 

For  the  amendment        •  *-.       79 

A|[ainst  it        -  ^      '     '^  26 

Majority         -  53. 

The  house  was  resumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Monday. 

ELEVENTH  report/    - 

'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  the  select  committee 
on  the  eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquy 
had  made  their  report,  and  as  it  was  understood  that  a  part . 
of  that  eleventh  report  was  to.  be  referred  to  a  secnet  commit- 
tee, gave  notice  that  he  ahcndd  mov^  on  Monday  for  the  ap^ 
pointment  of  a  secret  committeefor  diat  purpose. 

The  remaining  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred,  and^the^ 
house  adjourned  at  half  past  one  o'clockin  the  morning  tP ' 
Monday.. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 

-      SATURDAY,  JUNE  CJ2t 

Ml".  Romilly  summed  ut>  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution 
gainst  Mr.  Justice  Fox>  after  which  Lord  Uawkpbury  ^ve 
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notke,  that  on  Tuesday  next  he  diouldimnrettf  staythd 
proceedings  for  the  present,  and  at  the  same  time  bring  in  a 
bill  to  coDtintie  those  which  had  ab'eady  taken  place,  till  next 
session,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  recommencing  them* 

Lord  Mulgrave  addressed  their  lordships,  stating,  that  iii 
the  case  of  1  heliusson  v.  Woodford,  two  of  the  judges  had 
died  since  the  argument,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
matter  •might  be  argued  again.  After  a  conversation  between 
tttb  Lord  chancellor,  Lonl  Westmorland,  and  LordHawkes^ 
bury,  the  motion  was  negatived.  The  judgment  was  post* 
poned  till  Tuesday,  when  the  judges  were  ordered  to  attend* 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Hawkcsbmryy  a  message  was  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  commons,  to  request  a  copy  of  the  report  o£ 
the  committee  of  the  house  on  the  tenth  report  of  the  com« 
missioners  of  naval  inquiry. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MOMDAV,  JUNB  Z^ 

"fhe  house  went  through  the  bills  on  the  table,  amonj 
which  was  the  prize  agents'  bill,  which  was  read  ;i  second 
time.  Some  progress  was  made  in  the  Rous  peerage,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  further  proceeded  in  the  next  day. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
^IV  land  fax  redemption  '|)ill  wasread  a  third  time  and. 


On  the  matlon  of  Mr.  Wdlesley  Pole,  several,  acoounts. 
were  ordered  to  .be  laid  before  the  hoo^  of  the  nomber  of 
officers,  non-commissioned  efficersy  and.  privates  intheroyalf 
actiileryy  royal  artificers,  &c.  stating  the  total  namber  of  those 
cam  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  on  the  ist  of  Jane,  1805* 

Lord  Glenbervie  brought  up  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of  nayal 
inquiry,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed*.   >    . 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  would 
move  certain  resolutions, foonded  on  the  above  report,  prpvid*, 
<d  (as  he  observed  in  reply  to  a  few  words  from  Lprd  QIqi- 
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bervie))  thtt  it  vns  printed  time  enoDgh  to  allow  the  house  to 
become  sufficiently  acquainted  with  its  contezits. 

Sir  J«  Stewart  fareusht  up  the  second  report  of  the  commit* 
tee  oir  Sir  Home  Fopham's  conduct^  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed* 

LOID   MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Leycefler,  adverting  to  the  notice  given  by  an  ho». 
friend  of  bis  of  a  motion  for  the  next  day,  to  exclude  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  attorney  general  againft  Lord  }A^h 
viUe  th(i  aiFair  of  Mr.  Jellicoe/  gave  notice  that  he  IhoiM 
dn  that  day  move  that  an  impeachnient  of  Lotd  Melville  be^ 
fubftituted  for  the  criminal  profecution. 

The  Irish  civil  list  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Irish  infirmary  regulation  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  next  day. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  report  of  thecom« 
mittee  on  the  pilchard  fishery  bill,  in  which  it  was  agreed 
that  a  certain  additional  boimty  should  be  given  on  every  bar* 
rel  of  pilchards.  On  being  resumed^  fhe  report  was  ordered 
tp  be  received  next  day. 

Mr.  Rose  brought  in  a  bill  for  mntjng  certain  prenmute 
on  the  Southern  whale  fishery,  which  was  read  a  first  time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  r^%t  day. 

The  Irish  loyalists  compensation  bill  passed  throi^h  a  00XD« 
mittee^  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day. 

The  coasting  ki^men*$  biQ  wi^  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Higham,  from  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,presented  an  ^ount  oTthe  quiantity  of  stock   . 
redeemed  of  the  Irish  debt. .  Ordered  to  lie  on.  the  table,  and. 
tt>  be  printed.  ^ 

On  the  motion  of  Loird  Archibald  liamiltdnj  die  house 
l^«cnt  into  a  committee  oh  the  com  bill. 

A  conversation  arose  on  the  manner  of  taking  the  average 
IbrexpcMtation  in  Scotland,  which  was  stated  by  Lord  A.  B£- 
«^ton|  Mr>  M^Dougall,  and  other  members  for  that  part  of 
the  empire,  to  be  very  oppressive  in  its  present  form.  Mn 
P^ttison,  Colonel  Stanley,  &c.  were  willing  to  give  every  re- 
lief to  Scotland,  but  without  making  anyaheration  in  the 
Siodeof  takltig  the  average  for  exportation  in  Englaifd. 

Mir*  Foster  wished  to  introduce  an  amendment,  puttings 

com 
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com  cxportijd  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  on  the  sam^ 
footing  as  corn  imported  from  foreign  countries. 

On  this,  and  amendments  proposed  by  other  members,  the 
gallery  was  repeatedly  cleared  for  a  division.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  discussion  strangers  were  excluded  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  On  our  re-admission  ihto  the  gallery  we  foun4 
the  Speaker  in  the  chair,  and  understood  that  the  .different 
clauses  of  the  bill  haying  been  gone  through,  the  house  re- 
sumed, and  the  report  was  received  and  read,  after  a.  di- 
vision, in  which  tlic  ayes  were  40,  the  noes  9 ;  majority  31. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  a  secret 
committee  was  ordered  to  be  ballotedfor  the  next  day,  on  the 
sc/crct  part  of  the  eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
naval  inquiry. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Secretary  at  W^r,  returns  were  or- 
dered to  b.*  laid  before  the  house  of  the  total  effective  strength 
of  the  British  army  at  home  and  abroad  up  to  the  latest  re- 
turns; of  the  number  of  men  wanting  to  complete  the  infantry 
and  cavalry,  distinguishing  the  foreign  corps  from  the  British, 
and  the  men  enlisted  for  general  and  limited  service  ;  and  of 
the  number  of  men  enlisted  from  the  militia  into  the  regular 
force,  distinguishing  those  enlisted  into  the  line,  into  the  ar- 
tillery, and  into  the  marines. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  the  last  mentioned  returns^ 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  the  Secretary  at  War 
and  Colonel  Craufurd,  it  was  ordered  on  the  motion  of  the 
gallant  colonel,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  account 
of  the  number  of  men  volunteered  from  the  militid,  include4 
in  the  returns  of  the  regular  force,,  up  to  the  ist  of  May. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  R  Warren,  the  house  went  into  a 
'  cbmmittee  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition 
from  the  trustees  of  the  naval  asylum  ;  when  a  resqlution 
■  laving  been  agreed  to,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  20,oooL 
should  be  granted  tr>  his  majesty,  for  the  support  of  that  insti- 
tution^  the  house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day. 

Colonel  Stanley  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Duke  of  Athol's  petition. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Curwen,  who  declared  his  de- 
termination tp  oppose  the  measure  in  a  future  stage,  and  some 
observations  from  Mr.  Creevey,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Giddy, 
Mr.  Pole  C^rew,  Mr.  Rose,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  rcso- 
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lutions  wer«  read  and  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pur- 
suant thereto. 

On  the  motion  6f  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  report  rebtive  to  the 
improvement  of  Leith  harbour, .  when  a  sum  of  25,000!. 
was  voted  for  that  purpose. .  The  report  to  be  received  next 
day. 

(The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  he 
shbuld  on  Wedne3day,  in  the  committee  of  supply,  move  the 
annual  grant  for  the  Sierra  Leone  establishment. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  supply  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Foster,  and  voted  the  sum  of  6oo,oool.  for  the  extraordi- 
naries  of  the  army  in  Ireland  for  the  year  1 805  ;  and  4,000!. 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbour  of  Plymouth.  On  the 
hou$e  being  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  that  the  house 
should  the  next  day  go  into  a  committee,  to  consider  of  the 
duties  on  Spanish  red  wine. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  fees  of  certain  officers  of  customs,  and  to  ensure  a 
more  regular  attendance  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
ofRce.  ^ 

Mr^  Sturges  Bourne  brought  up  a  bill  for  authorizing  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  to  permit  the  ware- 
housing of  goods  in  certain  ports  upon  security  for  payment 
of  the  duties ;  also  the  inland  coal  importation  bill ;  and 
Mr.  Huski§jjSfc  brought  up  the  cochineal  dust  duty  bill ; 
which  werflnperally  read  a  £rst  time,  to  be  read  a  second 
time  the  next  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  25. 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron  stated  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on 
the  appeal  Thellusson  against  Woodford,  which  was  unanimous 
for  affirming  the  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  also  delivered  hiii  opinion  on  the  6ame  side,  and  the 
decree  was  affirmed. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  presented  a  petition  from  Mr. 
Justice  Johnson  against  the  bill  pending  before  their  lordships, 

called 
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called  "The  Offenders  Escape  Amendment  Bill,"  and  praying 
that  the  said  bill  might  not,  with  respect  to  him,  have  the  effect 
of  an  ex  post  facto  law. 

On  the  motion  of  his  royal  highness,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Holland  wished  to  know  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
orders  which  had  been  sent  by  government  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Jamaica,  relative  to  the  trade  between  that  island 
and  the  United  States  5  and  whether  any  orders  had  been  sent 
out  since  the  21st  of  May  for  discontinuing  the  restriction  on 
the  importation  of  goods  in  American  bottoms  ? 

Earl  Camden  said  that  the  lieutenant-governor  had  not  re- 
ceived any  orders  to  prevent  the  suspension  of  the  law,  in  cases 
of  necessity,  against  the  importation  of  goods  from  America. 

Lord  Hollatid  then  asked,  whether  the  house  was  to  under- 
stand that  no  orders  had  been  sent  to  enforce  the  restrictions 
on  the  trade  between  the  IJnited  States  and  the  West  India 
islands  ? 

The  Duke  cf  Montrose  observed,  that  the  state  of  the  law 
on  the  subject  in  question  was  this : — According  to  the  navi- 
gation act,  there  could  be  no  communication  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  West  India  islands,  except  in 
British  bottoms.  But  a  power  was  given  to  the  governor  of 
every  island  to  allow  the  importation  of  provisions  and  other 
articles  in  cases  of  necessity.  It  having  appeared,  however, 
that  some  irregularities  had  arisen  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and  that  a  too  general  importation  had  been  permitted,  direc- 
tions were  sent  out  to  the  governors  not  to  make  too  frequent 
use  of  the  discretion  which  they  possessed.  There  was  no 
ground  for  supposing  tjiey  were  prohibited  from  suspending 
the  restriction  ;  they  were  only  required  not  to  give  way  to 
too  great  a  facility  of  importation. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  the  noble  duke  seemed  disposed  to 
volunteer  a  reply,  which  it  belonged  to  the  noble  earl  (Cam- 
den) to  give,  but  which,  at  the  same  time,  was  far  from  being 
satisfactory.  Indeed  all  he  had  jieard  convinced  him  that  the 
restriction  had  been  improperly  enforced  \  and  he  conceived 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  move  for  such  papers  as  might  tend  to 
elucidate  the  subject.  He  therefore  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
move,  for  copies  of  all  petitions  from  the  West  India  islands, 
and  all  correspondence  between  the  governors  of  the  islands 
and  his  majesty's  government,  respecting  the  trade  with  Ame- 
rica, from  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  with  France 
to  the  2 1  St  of  May  last. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  observed,  that  if  he  had  volunteered 
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an  answeTi  it  was  given  on  good  authority ;  but  he  left  it  to 
the  hous^  to  judge  whether  his  interference  or  that  of  the 
noble  lord  in  this  business  had  most  the  appearance  of  voiun*> 
leering.  • 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  said,  that  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor of  the  island  of  Jamaica  had  understood  his  hands  to 
be  tied  up  by  the  orders  transmitted  to  him  from  government. 

Lord  Hawkcsbury  and  Lord  CamJcn  applauded  the  conduct 
of  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Jamaica ;  and  there  the  convcr*- 
sation  terminated^ 

MR.  JUSTICE  FOX. 

ITxe  order  of  the  day  for  considering  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Justice  Fox  being  read. 

Lord  Hawheshury  moved,  that  such  part  of  the  said  petition 
tis  relates  to  expences,  be  referred  to  the  committee  already  ap« 
pointed  to  consider  of  the  expences  incurred  by  other  persons 
concerned  in  the  proceedings. — Ordered. 
'  His  lordship  then  observed,  that  he  had  given  notice  of  a 
motion  for  suspending  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Fox.  In  conformity  with  that  intention,  he  was  now 
about  to  introduce  a  bill  for  continuing  over  the  proceedings 
to  the  next  session.  A  noble  Lord,  who  was  not  then  in  his 
place  (Lord  Grenville)  had  stated,  that  he  had  strong  objections 
to  this  measure.  As  that  noble  lord  was  absent,  he  should 
reserve  the  reason'^  he  had  to  urge  in  support  of  this  measure 
until  the  second  reading,  which  he  intended  to  move  on 
Thursday. — ^The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  tt>  bc^ 
printed. 

The  Lord  Chaucellor  observed  that  a  -similar  measure  had 
been  thought  necessary  in  the  case  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
but  the  precedent  which  came  nearest  to  the  course  now  pro* 
posed  by  his  noble  friend  was  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Has^ 
tings.  A  bill  had  then  been  brought  into  the  commons  for 
continuing  over  the  proceedin^rs.  It  was  still,  however,  for 
their  lordships  to  determine  whether  they  would  adopt  that 
course  In  the  present  instance. 

Lord  Hawheshury  said  he  could  not,  consistently  with  the 
forms  of  the  house,  propose  that  an  order  should  be  made  for 
the  second  reading,  until  printed  copies  were  on  the  table.  As 
it  was  his  wish,  however,  that  it  should  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Thursday  next,  he  now  moved,  that  their  lordships  be  sum* 
tnooed  for  Thursday. 

Mr.  Sturgcs  i3ournc  brought  up  a  capy  of  the  report  of  tlic 
committee  of  the  house  of  coAimons  on  the  tenth  report  of 
^he  commissicncrs  of  naval  inquiry,  which  was  laid  on  the 
Uble.  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pitt's  indemnity  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
The  prize  courts  bill  was  comnutted,  and  the  other  bilk  <m 
the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  stages. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  25. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  men 'added  to  the  different 
branches  of  the  artillery  service,  within  thie  year  ending  the 
5  th  of  January,  1805,  was  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  message  was  delivered  from  the  lords,  stating  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  land-tax  commissioners,  the  Lon- 
don port,  the  barrack-master  general's,  and  several  private  bills* 
Their  lordships'  message  also  stated  their  request,  that  this 
house  would  send  them  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee-on  the  tenth  report ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
had  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt  of  Mr.  Adam  JelUcoe.  The 
messengers  were  desired  to  acquaint  the  lords,  that  this  house 
would  send  an  answer  by  messengers  of  their  own. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  Weston's  divorce  bilL  . 
Counsel  was  heard,  and  a  witness  examined  in  support  of  the 
bill.     The  house  resumed,  and  tlie  report  was  given  in. 

The  house  then  ballotted  for  a  committee  on  certain  parts 
of  the  eleventh  report.     Several  gentlemen  were  ap\X)inted  to 
cx:^mine  the  lists,  and  after  due  examination  they  reported  that 
the  following  members  had  the  majority : 
Lord  Glenbcrvie  The  Hon.  R.  Ryder 

I^ord  Castlereagh  The  Right  Hon.  G.  Canning. 

The  Right  Hon.  \y.  Windham   William  Best,  Esq. 
Thomas  Grenville,  Esq. 

Four  were  ordered  to  be  a  quorum. 

The  report  of  the  corn  committee  was  deferred  till  Thursday. 
Mr.  Whitbread  moved  for  accounts  of  the  balances  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  receiver-general  of  the  post  office,  and 
•also  in  those  of  the  stamp-office,  at  various  period^  in  last  year, 
and  up  to  the  5th  of  April  in  this. — Ordered. 

On  the  motion  of  Admiral  Markham,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  papers  refative  to  the  navy,  which  were  presented  on  the 
19th  and  2 1st  inst.  be  printed. 

A  conversation  ensued  respecting  Mr.  Jeffery's  motion  rela« 
tive  to  the  conduct  of  the  Earl  St.  Vincent's  and  the  following 
naval  administrations.  Admiral  Markham  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  requested,  that  as  several  papers  on  that  sub- 
ject would  not  be  before  the  house,  and  the  subject  was  oftc 
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of  the  greatest  importance,  not  to  the  admiralty  alone,  but  to 
the  country  at  large,  the  honourable  member  who  had  given 
notice  of  the  motion  would  consent  to  postpone  it  till  another 
day.  I'he  honourable  member,  however,  asserted  that  there 
had  been  sufficient  tyiie  given  for  the  production  of  papers  ; 
he  therefore  hoped  that  nothing  would  prevent  the  subject 
being  brought  before  the  house.  The  motion  consequently 
stands  for  Thursday. 

The  woollen  clothiers  penalty  suspension  bill  was  reportea, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day,  and  that 
counsel  be  heard  on  the  third  reading. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  deaths  and  desertions  in  the  army  at^ome,  up  to  the  latest 
returns.— -Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  million  and  a  half,  the  eight  million,  and  the  two  mil- 
lion and  a  half  loan  bills  were  each  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  Lord  Barham  had  been  one 
of  those  appointed  under  the  royal  commission  to  inquire  into 
certain  branches  of  the  naval  department.  He  wished  to  be 
informed  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  him  (Mr. 
Pitt)  whether  that  noble  lord  had  resigned  that  situation  or 
not? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  a  few  words  in  answer 
across  the  table,  but  in  such  a  low  tone  of  voice  that  he  was 
not  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery.  As  far  as  could  be  collected^ 
if  was  supposed  that  he  answered  in  the  negative. 

NABOB   OF  OUDE. 

Mr.JameiPaull  (member  for  Newport,  Hants) — ^When  I  im- 
posed upon  myself  the  task  of  bringing  under  the  consideration 
of  parliament  the  case  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  urging 
matter  of  grave  charge  against  the  Marquis  Wcllesley,  I  was 
fully  and  deeply  impressed  with  the  arduousness  of  the  under- 
\  taking,  and  of  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter.  I  was  aware 
of  the  indifference,  not  to  call  it  by  any  other  name,  that  per- 
vades this'house  and  the  nation  at  large,  as  to  the  affairs  of 
India,  wliether  as  regarding  the  honour  and  good  faith  of  the 
British  character,  or  as  connected  with  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  the  coimtry.  What  such  apathy  and  indifference  have  led 
to,  it  is  not  for  me  at  present  to  stop  to  inquire ;  suffice  it  to 
say,  that  for  years  past  we  have  seen  India  deluged  with  bloody 
its  princes  dethroned,  its  ancient  families  ruined  and  disgraced^ 
and  their  spoils  added  to  the  resources  of  the  company,  without 
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exciting  a  sentiment   of  disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the 
British  legislature.     I  was  aware  that  in  the  proceedings  I 
should  bring  before  parliament,  I  should  have  to  arraign,  to 
stand  forth  as  the  accuser  of  a  nobleman,  high  in  his  country's 
service,  and  whose  acquisitions  in  his  oriental  career  had  given. 
a  brilliancy  to  his  administration  in  the  eyes  of  his'countrymen  ; 
a  nobleman  of  great  influence,  of  acknowledged  talent,  and 
possessing  powerful  friends  both  in  this  and  the  other  house  of 
parliament ;  and  I  could  not  for  a  moment  forget,  that  the 
person  who  had  these  difficulties  to  surmount,  was  a  new  man^ 
and  a  very  young  member  of  parliament.     So  circumstanced, 
and  amidst  such  obstacles,  I  had  however  some  very  consider- 
able consolation  :  I  knew  that  the  motives  that  impelled  me 
to  stand  forward  on  this  occasion  were  pure  and  unquestionable, 
and  the  matters  I  had  to  urge  simple  and  plain,  founded  in 
truth  and  justice,  and  standing  in  no  need  of  eloquence  to  force 
themselves  on  the  consideration  of  this  house.     I  had  merely 
to  state  that  a  prince,  the  highest  in  rank  and  dignity  of  aU 
the  powers  of  Hindostan,  the  most  faithful  of  all  the  allies 
of  the  company,  and  paying  the  enormous  annual  tribute  of 
900,oooL  was,  in  defiance  of  all  justice,  and  in  violation  of  a 
solemn  treaty,  dispossessed  of  a  country,  containing  three  mil- 
lions of  faithful  and  attached  subjects,  and  now  valued  at  two 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  yearly,  with  one  alternative  only, 
of  resisting  injustice  and  oppression  by  force  of  arms,  and  ex- 
periencing the  fate  of  all  those  that  have  •  attempted  to  resist 
the  encroachments  of  the  company's  governors.     I  had  simply 
to  say  that  the  case  of  this  unhappy  prince  exceeded  in  hard- 
ships, and  in  every  point  of  view,  and  in  all  its  bearings,  that 
of  Rajah  Cheyt^Sing,  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  for  whose  expul- 
sion from  his  dominions  Mr.  Hastings  was  impeached  by  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  with  this  marked  and  essential  dif- 
ference, that  Cheyt  Sing  resisted  demands  which  he  conceived 
to  be  oppressive,  whilst  the  nabob  vizier  submitted  to  every 
demand  of  the  Bengal  governor,  however  excessive,  however 
cxorbitant,'however  illegal,  however  unjust.     As  to  the  other 
matter  of  charge,  little  is  necessary  to  be  said  to  ensure  the 
attention  of  the  house.  I  charge  Lord  W  ellesley  witha  violation 
of  law,  with  a  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament,  of  an  act  which 
may  be  considered  as  his  own,  he  having  been  an  efficient 
member  of  administration  when  the  act  passed :  and  if  the 
violations  of  law  at  home  were  worthy  of  the  notice  they  have 
lately  excited,  I  put  it  to  every  man  in  this  house  and  out  of 
it,  to  weigh  the  consequences  that  must  result  from  a  breach 
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of  law  thirteen  thousand  miles  from  the  mother-country,  when 
in  fact  the  object  must  be  attained  for  which  the  offence  is 
committed,  before  representation  can  be  made,  much  less  re- 
dress obtained.     When  I  first  gave  notice  of  bringing  these 
matters  under  the  consideration  of  parliament,  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  have  entered  pretty  much  at  large  into  the  transac- 
tions in  Oude,  and  into  the  cause  and  effect  of  this  breach  of 
the  law,  but  that  becomes  unnecessary  from  a  variety  of  consi- 
derations.    When  I  consider  the  very  advanced  period  of  the 
session,  and  the  multiplicity  of  public  business  that  must  yet 
occupy  the  time  and  attention  of  parliament,  I  am  satisfied 
of  the  utter  impracticability  of  making  much  prdgress,  far  less 
of  bringing  this  business  to  any  satisfactory  issue,  in  thepresent 
session ;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  moving 
for  various  documents  to  support  the  charges  I  have  this  day 
made,  that  gentlemen  may  be  able  to  consider  them,  previous 
to  the  next  meeting  of  parliament,  when  I  shall  again  bring 
them  under  the  consideration  of  the  house.     Another  motive 
tfhat  weighs  deeply  with  me  for  not  precipitating  this  business, 
is  the  almost  certainty  of  Lord  Welleslcy's  being  soon  in  Eng- 
land J   I  am  most  desirous,  most  ^anxious,  and  eager  that  his 
lordship  should  be  present  to  hear  me,  and  comment  upon  every 
part  of  my  proceedings,  and  to  answer  even  tothe  charges  which 
.  I  feel  myself  bound  to  urge  against  kirn ;  for  I  must  lament 
with  all  the  nations  of  Hindostan,  that  this  noble  lord's  spirit 
of  aggrandizement,  his  love  of  power,  and  insatiable  ambitiody 
have  led  him  into  errors  and  mistakes  j  errors  and  mistakes 
that  have  shook  to  it.^  base  our  very  existence  in  India,  and  to 
consequent  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression,  acts  that  I  am 
persuaded  no  man  hereafter  will- more  lament  than  the  noble 
lord.*— I  move  for  the  following  pcipers : 

Copy  of  a  minuCe  of  Sir  John  Shore,  (now  Lord  Teignmouth) 
late  governor-general,  detailing  the  measures  adopted  in  Oude, 
which  led  to  the  depor.ition  of  Vizier  Ally,  and  placing  on  the 
tlirone  the  Nabob  Sadaal  Ally,  together  with  the  treaty  con* 
eluded  on  thjft  occasion. 

Copv  of  the  minute  of  Sir  John  Shore  (now  Lord  Teign- 
mouth; dated  the  5th  of  March,  1798;  and-his  letter  to  the 
secret  committee,  or  court  of  directors,  explaining  his  reasons 
for  concluding  the  above  treaty,  and  his  final  arrangements  in 
Oude! 

Copy  of  a  general  letter  to  Bengal,  dated  the  15th  of  May, 
1798,  in  the  political  department,  as  far  as  regards  Sir  John 
Shore's  conduct  in  the  arrangements  for  Oude* 

Copy 
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Copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  govemor-jrencral 
Marquis Wellesley,  and  John  Lumsden,  Esq.  and  CoL  Wflliam 
Scott,  the  British  residents  in  Oude,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  new 
arrangements  propose'd  for  that  kingdom  by  Lord  Wellesley, 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Lucnow  in  i8oi. 

Copy  of  the  instructions  and  correspondence  between  the 
governor-general  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Wellesley,  sent  to  Oude 
on  a  special  deputation  in  1801,  as  far  as  they  regard  the  Na- 
bob Sadaal  Ally,  and  the  treaty  concluded  with  that  prince, 
Mr.  Wellesley  having  been  present  on  the  occasion. 

Copy  of  all  communications  to  the  secret  committee  or 
court  of  directors  by  the  governor-general,  respecting  the  Na- 
bob Sadaal  Ally,  previous  to  or  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  Lucnow  in  1801,  so  far  as  the  same  may  relate  to 
the  said  treaty,  and  the  management  or  revenues  of  the  nabob's 
provinces. 

Copy  of  the  treaty  between  the  Nabob  Sadaal  Ally  and  the 
company  in  1801. 

Copy  of  the  settlement  of  the  countries  called  the  Ceded 
Provinces,  for  three  years,  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  Wellesley,  n^fhilst  lieuteoarit-governor  of  those 
provinces. 

Copy  of  the  general  letter  from  Bengal,  in  the  revenue  de 
mrtment,  in  1803-4,  reporting  on  the  collections  of  the  Ceded 
Provinces. 

Copy  of  the  raimite  of  the  governor-general,  appointing  the 
Hon.  H^nry  Wellesley  lieutenant-governor  of  the  provinces 
obtained  from  the  vizier,  and  Marquis  Wellcsley*s  letter  to 
the  secret  committee,  or  thecourt  of  directors,  on  that  occasion. 

Copy  of  a  Ukter  from  the  court  of  directors,  or  the  secret 
committee,  to  the  Bengal  government^  annulling  such  appoint- 
ment^:— So  far  as  these  various  documents  may  be  disclosed 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service.     ' 

Lor  J  Casflereajh  Uiought  it  wrong  to  have  entered  so  ihuch 
into  matter  of  charge  on  a  motion  for  papers  which  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  granting.  With  respect  to  one  matter  of 
charge,  the  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  bring  forward,  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley  to  preside  over  the  ad- 
justment of  the  affairs  at  Oude,  lest  the  house  should  con- 
ceive that  this  was  a  very  profitable  appointment  given  by  the 
marquis  to  his  brother,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state  that 
the  appointment  was  made  to  hasten  the  negotiations,  which 
were  going  on  very  slowly ;  a  service  which  Mr.  Wellesley 
executed  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  without  any  other 
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consideration  than  his  salary  as  secretary  to  the  govemor-ge- 
Xieral)  and  vith  an  assiduity  that  impaired  his  health  so  as  to 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  Europe. 

Sir  W.  Burroughs  ssud,  that  having  filled  the  highest  legal 
situation  in  India^  he  must  be  supposed  conversant  with  all 
the  laws  relating  to  our  empire  there.  He  maintained  that 
no  law  was  violated  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  H.  Welleslcy ; 
.complained  of  some  of  the  language  made  use  of  by  the  hon.^ 
piember  in  uUroducing  his  motions;  and  was  confident  the 
jioble  marquis  would  derive  honour  from  the  full  investiga^ 
^ion  of  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Windham-— I  shall  say  a  few  words,  and  a  very  few 
phly,  in  answer  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  baronet  (Sir 
W.  Burroughs).  My  hon.  friend  behind  me  in  opening  his 
case  has,  in  my  opinion,  acted  fairly  and  judiciously  in  the 
mode  he  has  adopted ;  he  has  stated  the  charged  he  means  to 
bring  forward  as  his  reasons  for  applying  for  the  papers  he 
has  moved  for;  he  has  not  asked  the  papers  as  a  matter  of 
favour,  but  as  a  matter  of  right ;  and  in  moving  for  the  papers, 
he  has  applied  terms  coxirespondent  with  his  sense  of  the 
transactions,  and  I  cannot  see  any  right  for  the  complaint 
of  the  hon.  baronet. 

A4jr.  Paullf  in  reply  to  Lord  Ca^tlereagh,  said,  the  noble 
lord  >7as  mistals^en  in  his  statement;  for  the  appointment  Mr* 
Wellesley  illegally  held  was  important  in  every  point  qf  view, 
and  a  gi'^^t  advantage  to  Mr.  Wellesley ;  it  made  him,  in 
point  of  splendour  ^nd  rank,  second  only  to  the  marquis,  who 
was  second  to  no  man  on  this  earth. 

Mr,  HTellesley  Pde  assured  the  house,  that  the  friends  of 
the  noble  Iqrd  had  no  wish  but  for  the  fullest  investigation  of 
his  conduct.  He  denied  positively  that  Mr..  Henry  Wellesley 
derived  any  exqolumcnt  fron^  his  mission  to  Oude.  The  ex- 
pences  of  the  mission  were  paid  upon  vouchers  in  which  there 
wias  no  consideration  for  him.  He  hoped  the  time  would 
come  when  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord,  which  the  hon. 
gentleo^an  meant  to  make  the  subject  of  charge,  would  be 
open  to'  full,  fair,  and  free  discussion.  On  that  occasion  per- 
sons not  connected  with  the  noble  lord  would  have  full  liberty 
of  offering  their  opinions  whatever  they  may  be,  and  he  trusted 
he  would  be  at  liberty  to  claim  the  indulgence  the  house  al- 
lowed to  every  body  in  niatters  concerning  persons  so  near 
and  dear  to  them. 

The  papers  moved  for  by  Mr.  Paull  were  ordered  to  be 
id  before  the  house. 

Hr. 
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il/r.  Francis  wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  (Gastlercaghi 
whether  any  dispatches  had  been  yet  received  by  the  court  of 
directors,  or  the  governmer.t,  relative  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war  with  Holkar,  which  had  commenced  on  i6th  Aprils 
1804^  and  whether  the  directors  or  the  board  of  control 
were  in  possession  of  the  accounts  to  the  end  of  March,  1804^ 
so  as  to  enable  the  noble  lord  to  bring  forward  the  India  bud- 
get this  year. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said  there  had  been  no  direct  advices  from 
India  relative  to  the  war  with  Holkar.  The  packet  contain- 
ing these  dispatches  ha  J  been  taken  by  the  trench  on  its  pas- 
sage to  Europe,  and  the  only  accounts  we  had  was  from  a 
translation  of  the  contents  of  that  packet  published  in  the 
Moniteur.  Probably  the  same  packet  contained  the  accounts 
relative  to  the  budget ;  but  of  this  he  could  not  be  positive, 
all  he  could  say  was,  that  there  were  no  direct  accounts. 

Colonel  Craufurd  apologized  for  the  delays  that  had  alreadj^ 
taken  place  with  respect  to  his  motion  on  the  state  of  the 
army.  The  delay  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  difficulty  of* 
getting  the  papers  which  were  necessary*  The  principal  paper 
was  that  containing  the  state  oif  the  army  on  the  ist  of  May 
last.  The  Secretary  at  War  had  mentioned  to  him  the  pre- 
ceding day,  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  10,000  men  from 
the  omission  of  the  numbers  that  had  been  discharged  from 
the  militia,  as  volunteering  for  the  line,  but  were  not  included 
in  the  returns  of  the  line.  In  order  to  remedy  this  omissiod 
the  Secretary  at  War  moved  for  a  return  of  the  effective 
strength  on  the  ist  of  June,  which  he  thought  might  have 
been  prepared  that  day,  but  which  was  not  prepared.  He 
was,  from  this  reason,  under  the  necessity  of  deferring  his  mo- 
tion till  Friday. 

The  Secretary  at  War  stated,  that  the  papers  were  not  pre- 
pared in  the  war  office,  but  in  another'  office,  where,  notwith- 
standing every  diligence,  they  were  not  ready  at  five  o'clock 
that  day.  The  reason  why  the  men  who  had  volunteered  from 
the  militia  were  not  inclu4ed  in  the  returns  of  the  line  was, 
that  they  had  not  then  joined  the  line.  They  were  on  their 
passage,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  shaped  his  motion 
so  as  to. include  them. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Co!.  Craufurd  fi^ed  his 
notice  for  Friday. 

IMPEACHMENt  O^  LdRD  MELVILLE. 

Mr^.  Bond  said^  that  though  the  notice  he  had  given  for 
3  K  a  moving 
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moving  an  instruction  to  the  attorney  general  relative  to  the 
criminal  proceeding,  stood  first  in  order,  a  notice  had  been 
since  given  by  a  learned  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Leycester),  of  a 
motion  for  substituting  an  impeachment  in  the  room  of  a  cri- 
minal prosecution.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  thou^t 
It  better  that  his  hon.  friend's  motion  should  precede  his,  for 
if  it  should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  bring  for- 
ward his  motion.  He  thought  it  right  to  reserve  a  proceed- 
ing which  would  be  rendered  nugatory,  if  the  house,  after 
agreeing  to  it,  sliould  adopt  his  hon.  friend's  proposition. 
,  Mr,  Leycester  agreed  that  his  hon.  friend's  (Mr.  Bond's) 
motion  would  be  unnecessary,  if  his  sbould  be  agreed  to. 
His  object  was  to  bring  under  the  revision  of  the  house  the 
resolution  for  a  criminal  proceeding.  Perhaps  it  would  tend 
to  remove  prejudices  that  may  exist  against  his  motion,  to 
state,  at  the  outset,  the  terms  of  it.  The  terms  were,  that 
the  house  should  proceed  against  Lord  Viscount  Melville  by 
impeachment,  and  that  the  attorney-general  should  be  dh- 
rectcd  to  stay  proceedings  in  the  criminal  prosecution  ordered 
on  the  13  th  of  June.  When  the  order  for  the  criminal  pro- 
secution was  made,  he  was  one  of  those  who  were  of  opinion 
that  no  further  proceedings  should  be  had,  because  the  weight 
of  all  the  censure  of  the  house,  the  consequent  removal  fitooa 
high  ofBce,  the  resolution  of  the  house,  that  a  civil  suit,  not 
a  criminal  prosecution,  should  be  instituted,  and  the  striking 
off  the  noble  Lord's  name  out  of  the  list  of  the  privy  council^ 
appeared  to  him  such  a  heavy  chastisement,  that  to  consign 
him  to  further  prosecution,  would  be  but  to  inflict  a  second 
punishment  for  the  same  offence.  The  House  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  He  acquiesced  in  the  decbion  of  the  house^ 
and  if  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  house  had  decided  as  de- 
liberately that  a  criminal  prosecution  should  be  the  form  of 
the  further  proceeding,  as  it  evidently  had  in  declaring  that 
there  should  be  spme  further  proceeding,  he  would  be  fiir 
from  offering  any  thing  to  disturb  that  resolution.  Though 
his  hon.  friend  had  prefaced  his  amendment  by  reasons  which 
he  was  sure  were  deserving  of  consideration,  he  confessed  he 
was  not  sufficiently  aware  of  his  hon.  friend*s  intention,  nor 
had  he  sufficiently  compared  which  was  the  more  eligible  of 
the  two  modes  of  proceeding,  at  a  time  when  he  thought 
there  ought  to  be  no  further  proceeding  whatsoever.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  only  the  few  to  whom  hi^  hon.  friend  had  pre- 
viously communicated  his  intention,  that  had  the  opportunitj 
of  that  comparison.    On  thfs  ground^  he  considered,  that 
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though  the  resolution  for  some  further  proceeding  was  6xed 
and  immoveable,  the  mode  of  that  proceeding  was. still  open 
to  consideration  ;  and  if  impeachment  should  appear  prefer- 
able to  a  criminal  prosecution,  the  house  w^s  (ar  from  being 
precluded  from  adopting  it.  He  confessed,  that  on  the  i»e^ 
consideration  he  could  give,  impeachment  seemed  to  Km  pre- 
ferable. It  was  more  consistent  with  the  usage  of  parliament^ 
aiore  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  house  and  the  rank 
of  the  person  to  be  prosecuted,  and  would  lead  with  more  cer- 
tainty to  equal  justice  between  the  country  andthe-rndrvidnaS. 
He  had  diligently  examined  the  journals,  and  the  result  of  liis 
lamination  was,  that  commoners  were  usuaHy  proceeded 
against  by  prosecution  by  the  attorney  general ;  and  th;«^ 
when  impeachment  was  resorted  to  against  a  commoner,  it  was 
on  some  very  extraordinary  occasion.*  When  the  house  had 
to  proceed  against  a  peer,  the  practice  was  totally  <KfFcrent. 
Ah  the  instances  of  proceedings  against  peers  were  by  im- 
peachment, with  the  single  exception  of  the  case  of  Lord  Ha- 
bfax.  He  believed  the  reason  wliy  Lord  Halifax  was  prose- 
cuted in  the  exchequer  was,  that  his  office  of  -auditor  of  the 
exchequer  was  under  the  authority  of  that  court,  and  the  man- 
ner of  making  up  the  accounts  came  most  properly  under  its 
cognizance.  But  when  the  attorney  general  was  called  upoa 
to  report  the  proceedings,  it  appeared  that  an  exception  was 
taken  by  the  counsel  for  Lord  Halifax,  which  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  go  on  with  the  prosecution.  This  issue  of  the 
single  instance  of  departure  from  the  general  usage  of  pro- 
ceeding by  impeachment  in  the  case  ot  peers,  did  not  give 
much  encouragement  to  resort  to  it.  Though  a  peer  may  be 
^proceeded  against  before  a  common  jury,  yet  the  proceedtnjr 
was  anomalous;  an  impeachment  before  the  peers  was  more 
consistent  with  th^  constitution,  of  which  trial  by  one's  peers 
was  a  most  essential  characteristic.  In  this  case  there  was 
no  ground  for  deviating  from  the  usage.  The  case  was  in  it- 
self of  the  utmost  importance ;  the  general  attention  it  had 
engaged  rendered  it  still  more  important.  The  person  who 
was  to  be  proceeded  against  was  a  subject  of  high  rank  and 
station,  eminent  for  his  abilities  and  the  offices  he  had  held  9 
and  whatever  was  his  situation  now,  the  services  he  had  be- 
fore rendered  should  at  least  procure  him  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges which  were  aUbwed  to  every  British  peer,  and  every 
private  man,  the  first  of  which  was  the  right  of  a  fair  trial. 
While  he  contended  that  more  substantial  justice  was  to  be 
had  by  Impeachment,  he  agreed  entirely  in  the  eulogium  pro- 
nounced 
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noanced  by  his  right  hon.  friend  on  the  courts  of  law.     If  a 
criminal  prosecution  should  be  resorted  to^  he  was  ready  to 
allow,  thfit  from  the  character  of  the  judges,  their  learning, 
talcDts,  attention,  and  rectitude,  the  tribunal  before  which  it 
was  to  be  tried,  was  the  first  in  the  world.    Cut  this  was  a 
case  that  could  not  be  so  satisfactorily  prosecuted  in  a  court 
of  law.    The  strictness  of  the  forms  of  courts  of  law  gave  rise 
to  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  would  not   exist 
under  the  simple  proceeding  by  impeachment.   If  Lord  Mel- 
ville was  prosecuted  criminally  on  the  simple  charge  of  per- 
mitting Trotter  to  violate  the  act  of  parliament,  the  prosecu- 
tion in  that  instance  may  be  simple  enough.     The  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  confessed  by  Lord  Melville  to  be  owing  by  him  in 
l^^6f  may  also  be  distinctly  made  the  subject  of  prosecution^ 
though  perhaps  a  difficulty  may  arise  to  a  court  of  law  investi- 
gating criminally,  from  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  time 
at  which  the  money  was  taken.    The  most  important  matter 
of  all  was,  whether  Lord  Melville  participated  in  the  profits 
made  by  Mr.  Trotter.     In  a  court  of  law  the  proof  of  this 
should  .  be  strictly  conformable  to  the  words  ot  the  charge. 
It  would  be  necessary  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Trotter.     Every  one  knew  tlie  difficulties  that  had 
attended  the  unravelling  of  these  accounts,  both  before  the 
commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  and  the  committee  of  the  house 
of  commons;  how  often  it  was  necessary  to  examine  Trotter, 
and  to  have  him  up  day  after  day  to  explain.     How  was  it 
possible  all  this  could  be  done  in  a  common  trial  in  the  courts 
of  law,  which  seldom  took  up  more  than  ten  or  twelve,  or 
at  most  twenty-four  hours?  Though  the  io,oool.  would  be 
attended  with  difficulty  in  a  court  of  law,  it  may  easily  be 
concluded  in  an  impeachment,  under  which  every  part  of  the 
criminal  matter  may  be  sifted  to  the  bottom,     it  would  be 
severe  to  Lord  Melville  if  he  was  guilty;  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  him  if  he  was  innocent.     It  would  do  justice  more 
amply  between  him  and  the  public,  than  the  other  course.    It 
irould  be  the  most  effectual  means  of  discovering  the  trutb> 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  tlie  truth.     Another  im- 
portant consideration  was,  the  vast  prejudice  spread  far  and 
•  wide  against  Lord  Melville,  with  an  industry  never  before 
known.    Papers  were  circulated  through  the  whole  people, 
stating,  that  the  public  had  suffered  to  the  amount  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  and  that  the  seamen  were  defrauded  of 
their  pay,  and  the  public  burthened  with  additional  millions 
in  consequence  of  the  peculation  and  embezzlement  of  Lord 
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Melville.  He  asked  whether,  with  such  a  weight  of  prejudice 
on  the  mind  of  almost  every  individual.  Lord  MelviUe  couid 
be  fairly  tried  by  a  jury  ?  The  jurors  in  Westminster  Hall 
wei^  generally  composed  of  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers  of 
Westminster,  respectable  and  upright  men  he  was  ready  to 
allow,  but  most  probably  in  this  instance  impressed  with  ai 
prejudice  which  they  could  not  efface  on  the  trial.  The  noble 
persons  who  would  be  judges  on  the  impeachnient  were  Ica^^ 
accessible  to  that  prqudice,  and  the  deliberation  with  v^ich 
the  inipeaclunent  would  proceed  would  enable  them  to  ex- 
i:lude  every  improper  impulse.  For  these  reasons  he  preferred 
impeachment,  and  he  trusted  they  would  confirm  the  reasons 
on  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  preferred  impeachment  on 
a  former  night  grounded  their  preference.  He  relied,  there- 
fore, on  the  support  of  a  considerable  majority  qf  the  house^ 
of  which  these  honomrable  gentlemen  would  form  a  great  part* 
Whatever  deference  he  had  for  those  who  supported  the  mo- 
tion for  a  criminal  prosecution,  he  must  say,  they  were  mor6 
respectable  for  names,  than  for  numbers.  For  out  of  467 
members  present  on  that  occasion,  no  more  than  fifty  voted 
for  a  criminal  prosecution,  as  contrasted  with  impeachment ; 
the  remainder  of  those  who  voted  for  it,  adopting  it  only  in 
preference  to  <he  total  cessation  of  all  further  prosecutiott' 
than  that  already  ordered.  He  would  ask  the  majority  of 
those  who  then  voted  for  the  criminal  prosecution,  whether 
they  knew  of  the  usage  he  had  stated,  whether  they  knew 
that  the  case  of  Lord  Halifax  was  the  only  instance  qf  devia- 
tion from  that  iisage  ?  He  would  then  ask,  whether  an  inci* 
dental  decision  should  be  considered  final  in  a  case  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  to  the  character  and 
consistency  of  parliament,  and  to  the  privileges  of  the  peers  ? 
.  It  might  be  asked,  how  those  who  voted  against  impe&hment 
on  the  former  night  could  Vote  for  it  now  ?  As  an  argument 
ad  hominem  this  was  strong ;  but  when  it  was  considered  that 
this  case  involved  the.  interests  of  the  public,  the  privileges  of 
the  peers,  and  the  justice  due  to  the  individual— a  mere  per- 
sonal argument  should  not  be  a  restraint  firom  adopting  the 
usage  of  the  house.  He  admitted,  a  resolution  of  the  house 
once  formed  should  not  be  lightly  rescinded.  But  when  it 
was  proper  to  change  a  resolution,  it  would  be  very  erroneous 
to  adhere  to  it  against  reason,  for  the  sake  of  mere  consistency. 
Those  who  contended  on  the  former  night  for  a  criminal 
prosecution^  had  a  prior  resolution  to  remove :  they  contend- 
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ecif  that  that  resolution  should  be  rescinded  for  the  caale 
trhich  they  shewed.  Could"  there  be  a  stronger  ctuse  than 
lie  had  shewed  for  rescinding  the  resolntion  for  prosecuting 
criminally,  than  that  it  was  formed  without  due  deliberation  f 
He  believed  four-fifths  of  tlie  house  were  now  of  opinion 
that  impeachment  was  the  fittest  mode  of  proceeding,  the 
most  becoming  the  character  of  the  house,  the  best  calculated 
for  substantial  justice.  Would  it  not  then  be  better  to  adopt 
it  than  to  persevere  in  a  course  allowed  to  be  erronemis  ?  He 
again  stated,  that  the  only  motive  why  those  who  originaDy 
wished  for  Impeachment,  voted  for  the  criminal  prosecution^ 
was  a  fear  lest  there  should  otherwise  be  no  prosecution  at  JL 
The  motion  for  the  criminal  prosecution  was  a  p-ccedcnt  for 
offering  a  resolution  opposite  to  a  former  one.  Ht  had  litile 
knowledge  of  Lord  Melville  or  his  connections,  and  was  in- 
duced to  bring  fonvard  this  motion,  purely  by  a  regard  to 
substantial  justice.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  Henry, 
lioard  Viscount  Melville,  be  impeached  for  the  offences  stated 
in  the  tenth  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inqtriry^ 

.  and  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee;  and  that  the  ai* 
mrnal  proceedings  ordered  by  the  house  be  stayed. 

Sfr  RoBert  Buxton  seconded  the  motion.  He  regretted  that 
an  impeacliment  had  not  been  resorted  to  in  the  fint  instance* 
He  confessed  that  when  he  I'ead  the  tenth  report  he  thought 
Lord  BlelviUe  ought  to  be  impeached,  and  he  was  sorry  the 
hon*  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  not  morved  that 
measore  in  the  first  instance.  He  concurred  in  the  first' reso- 
lutioiis  because  he  thortglit  Lord  Melville  deserved  punish- 
ment for  what  appeared  m  the  tenth  report.     He  was  after- 

.  "v^ards  one  of  those  who  voted  for  a  civil  suit.  .  If  consistency 
was  the  principal  thing  to  be  looked  to,  why  was  that  departed 
^m  ?  We  voted  for  a  civil  suit,  considering  the  censure^of 
the  bouse  a  criminal  puhishment.  Here  the  hon.  barret 
read  a  passage  from  Bbckstdne,  where  the  propriety  of  peer* 
fceing  judged  by  their  peers  is  insisted  on  firom  their  being  ob- 
xtoiuous  to  popular  odium,  and  therefore  likely  to  suftcr  by  the 
prejudice^  of  juries;  and  frcmi  its  bdng  an  essential  principle 
rf  the  constitution,  that  every  man  should  be  tried  by  his 
peers.  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which  the  pubfic  was 
strongly  prejudiced  it  was  this..  He  hked  that  the  public  jea- 
lousy should  be  roused  when  there  was  reason  to  think  the 
public  money  had  been  embezzled  or  abused ;  but  he  thought 
It  prefer  that  the  persons  accused  of  tliis  crime,  should  have 

that 
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that  (air  trial  which  was  (be  right  of  every  sqbjf^  ."whatevei 
wafi  charged  against  hiai.  On  tbcw  grouQ4^  be.prd^red  im- 
pisachEient.  ,  t    t  (.1  ^    f  ; 

Mr^  Bwd  offered  himself  thus  early  to  the  attention  of  the 
liousei  because  has  hon,  smd  learned  friend  impeached  the  re*« 
)|oliiticKii  which  he  had  the  honour  of  proposing.  Whatever 
Weakness  there  may  have  been  in  the  arguments  he  had  of- 
fered tctbe  house  in  support  of  that  resokaioui  or  in  his  mode 
of  urging  these  arguments^,  there  was  now  at  least  one  irre- 
aistibk  argument  for  adhering  to  the  proceeding  recommended 
by  hm,  that  it  was  a  resolution  of  the  house.  He  could  easily 
give  credit  to  bis  hon«  friend  for  the  best  motives}  but  with 
every  respect  for  himi  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  could 
be  the  particular  motives  that  induced  his  hon.  friend  to  bring 
forward  this  motion>  after  the  substance  of  it  had  been  d^ 
cided  upon  by  as  large  a  meeting  as  was  ever  remembered^ 
after  his  hon.  friend  bid  himself  voted  ag^ini^  it  i  for  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  it  was  in  the  power  ot  his  honourable 
friend,  and  those  with  whom  he  had  voted  that  night)  to  force 
ihe  ivtpeachment  if  they  had  wished  it.  It  was  therefcnre 
xnattor  of  surprise  that  any  of  them  ^uld.  eome  forward  to 
impeach  a  deliberate  proceeding  of  the  house*  and  to  substi- 
tute for  it  one  which  they  themselves  had  decidedly  opposed. 
He  did  not  venture  to  propose  the  resolution  for  a  criminal 
proceeding  till  be  had*  on  the  fullest  deliberation!  convinced 
himself  that  it  was  the  best  adapted  to  the  case.  Every  con^ 
sideration  he  had  been  able  to  give  the  subject  since,  and  every 
thing  he  bad  heard  in  conversation  iipon  it,  confirmed  him  in 
that  opinion ;  yet  he  could  give  the  fullest  assurance,  that  if  the 
house  had  preferred  impeachment,  he,  with  all  that  conyic** 
lion  of  the  propriety  of  a  criminal  prosecution^  would  think 
that  the  resolution  for  an  impeachment  ought  to  be  adhered 
to.  He  would  now  give  some  reasons  why  he  preferred  a 
criminal  prosecution  to  an  impeachment.  And  first,  he  con* 
ceived  it  a  clear  principle  of  parliamentary  law,  that  the  house 
was  at  liberty  to  proceed  either  by  criminal  information  or  by 
impeachment,  as  it  saw  reason  to  prefer  the  one  or-the  other. 
No  statute  interposed  to  prevent  it,  there  was  no  analogy 
arising  from  the  common  law,  no  deduction  from  any  legal 
principles  to  render  it  improper.  He  therefore  considered 
both  as  completely  open,  and  held  himself  at  liberty  to  direct 
his  mind  to  the  investigation  of  which  was  to  be  preferred. 
He  admitted  there  had  been  no  instance  of  a  criminal  pro* 
ceeding  against  a  peer,  but  that  of  Lord  Halifax,  and  there- 
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(ore  his  hon.  friend  had}  it  was  true,  but  a  solitary  case  td 
argue  against.'-*- But  he  would  ask,  whether  there  was  any 
thing  wrong  in  that  case  ?  Was  there  any  privilege  of  the 
peers  violated*?  TTxc  peers  were  awake  then,  and  to  guard 
their  privileges  if  they  thought  them  trenched  upon,  but  that 
never  occurred  to  thetn.  Was  there  now  any  violation  of 
privilege  ?  Did  even  the  noble  Lord  himself  make  any  such 
objection  ?  There  was  nothing  of  the  kind  in  the  proceedings 
alluded  to  as  they  were  entered  on  the  journals.  It  appear^ 
that  there  was  merely  some  difficulty  of  form  arising  out  of 
the  peculiar  circumstanceis  of  the  case.  The  usage  f)rovfcd 
that  parliament  generally  preferred  impeachment,  but  it  did 
not  shew  that  there  was  any  thing  improper  in  a  proceeding 
by  criminal  prosecution.  The  usage  did  not  prove  that  this 
proceeding  contravened  any  principle  of  Inw.  The  grounds 
on  which  he  proposed  a  crimmal  prosecution,  were  some  of 
thein  of  greater,  some  of  less  importance.  He  proposed  it 
because  the  prompt,  vigorous,  and  efficacious  proceedings  of 
a  cbuitbf 'criminal  justice,  were  infinitely  superior  to  the  cum- 
brous^  slov^,  and  harassing  process  of  impeachment.  He  was 
ready  to  allow  thar  there  were  many  cases  in  which  impeach- 
ment would  aSbrd  a  remedy  when  no  other  course  would. 
But  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say;  that  wherever  the  case  was 
fit  for  a  Jiiry,  tehen  the  subject  came  within  their  grasp,  he 
would  prefer  a*  trial  by  jury  to  the  more  tedious  and  harass* 
ing  form  of  impeachment.  All  who  knew  any  thing  of  im- 
peachment knew  the  various  step*  that  it  allowed  to  be  taken 
in  vexation  of  the  person  under  prosecutioi^.  *  A  greater  lapse 
of  time  would  be  necessary  before  we  could  arrive  at  impeach- 
ment ;  for  though  the  criminal  pro$ecuti<5n  could  riot  be  put 
in  train  before  the  term  in  the  end  of  the  year,  an  impeach- 
ment could  not  possibly  be  prepared  before  the  next  session* 
Then" it  would  be  to  be  considered  whether  it  ebuld  be  imme- 
diately proceeded  on,  coiisistctltly  with  the  public  busiheis,  or 
whetlier  the  ptiblic  busiftipsii  should  give  wiiy  vo  it.  This 
would  t^ive  rise  to  raridits  di^n«siar«;  involving  the  individual 
and  rnidrig  ft  ferment  most  di^reeable  and  injurious  to  him, 
a  thing  which  nobody  could  \^sh  to  e^ist.  Impeachment  veas 
the  mode  of  trial  proper  to  be' resorted  to  in  cases  respecting 
t^  ^veriiment  of  the  Ftate,  or  of  its  colonies,  where  men 
wtre  charged  with  crimes  'involving  oppression  or  tyranny, 
and  the  great  question  of  peace  or  war ;  for  it  was  impo^ible 
that  common  juries  could  he  fit  arbitrators  of  such  important 
oase>.  But  was  ihis  one  of  those  great  and  complicated  cases 
■       •■  '       -  that 
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that  could  not  be  comprehended  by  a  jury?  His  learned  friend 
said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  into  Trottcr^s  accounts.  He 
allowed  that  would  be  a  matter  of  difRculty,  if  it  was  neces- 
sary. But»  in  his  mind,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  estimate^ 
in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  the  degree  in  which  Lord 
Melville  may  have  participated  in  the  profits  of  Mr.  Trotter. 
Was  this  case  a  great  state  afiair,  which  it  was  hecessary  to 
call  in  the  peers  to  form  a  judgment  upon  ?  Did  the  defence 
of  the  noble  lord  make  it  a  matter  of  state,  when  he  said  he 
would  give  no  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  applied 
the  large  sums  unaccounted  for  ?  In  his  opinion,  instead  of 
making  it  a  matter  of  state,  that  declaration  made  it  mote  fit 
for  criminal  proseciltion.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  shop- 
keepers Were  not  fit  persons  to  pronounce  on  a  case  of  this 
kind.  The  persons  who  would  compose  the  jury  would  not 
be  of  that  dcscriptioa.  This  would  not  be  a  common  jury 
case;  it  would  be  a  trial  at  bar  before  four  judges,  at  the  head 
of  whom  was  a  peer  of  parliament  capable  of  including  the 
consideration  of  such  circumstances  of  state  as  th^  case  may 
involve.  The  jury  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a  special  jury 
composed  of  the  gentlemen  of  jtbe  county,  and  if  the  mem- 
bers of  that  house- were  adequate  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
case,  he  did  not  see  why  thosq.  gentlemen  were  not  equally 
qualified;  notwithstanding  any  matter  circulated  to  the  pre* 
judice  pf  Lord  Melville,  he  would  not  allow  that  any  misre- 
presentation or  calumny  thus  spread  abroad,  could  make  such 
an  impression  on  a  jury  so  constituted,  and  before  judges  of 
such  a  character,  as  that  they  could  not  form  a  tribunal  per- 
fectly competent,  and  capable  of  a  full  and  £iir  investigauon^ 
and  a  correct  decision.  If  the  conversion  of  the  io,oool.  Were 
carried  back  as  far  as  it  could  probably  be,  it  could  not  be 
placed  before  the  act  of  parliament*  Could  his  hon.  friend 
say  after  the  salary  had  been  increased,  there  was  no  impro- 
priety in  this  conversion  ?  He  trusted  that  would  not  be  ar- 
gued before  an  English  jury  and  a  court  so  constituted  as  the 
court  of  king's  bench.  The  jury  would  have  to  pronoimce 
simply,  whether  Lord  Melville  was  guilty  or  innocent.  If  the 
trial  shoold  reach  that  sUge,  he  trusted  he  would  have  credit 
for  wishing,  as  much  as  any  friend  of  Lord  Melville,  that  the 
verdict  may  be  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  If  the  trial  should 
reach  that  stage,  much  would  rest  with  the  judge  $  and  Would 
not  the  judge,  in  that  case,  take  into  consideration  every  thing 
that  could  aUeviate :  he  would  not  sa^  he  woxdd  take  into 
p^psideratioQ  the  meritsof  hisformerservices,but  he  would  take 
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iofo  his  view  evaj  consideration  of  state,  and  allow  every  ak 
leviatioa  .flowixig  irom  these  considerations.  He  considered  a 
criminal  prosecution  ;|s  a  mode  of  proceeding  much  more  Ic- 
nient»  as  more  likely  to  sufifer  the  accused  to  escape  if  guilty  % 
pn  the  humane  principles  of  the  common  law,  which  supposes 
every  man  innocent  tUl  he  is  proved  guilty*  and  thereiore  Ic* 
nient  in  submitting  his  case  to  a  fair  and  expeditious  triaL' 
Every  man  knew  that  equal  law  was  the  first  principle  of  jus-i 
tice  in  ^is  country.  The  best  mode  of  procc^ing  was  to  be 
decided  on  a  comparison  o£  the  circumstances  of  the  existing 
case}  with  the  remedies  each  mode  of  proceeding  afforded. 
On  this  comparison  a  criminal  prpsecution  was,  in  his  mindf 
the  best  in  the  present  instance.  It  was  the  best  £ram  the  c«Qy 
sideration  due  to  the  state  of  the  party,  and  frpm  the  natuic 
of  the  complaint.  The  excuses  that  could  be  offi»ned  would 
have  all  due  weight  in  apportioning  the  judginent,  if  a  cod* 
viction  should  take  place.  On  all  these  considerations,  Us 
mind  was  stiU  unchained  from  the  determination  it  had  taken 
pn  the  former  night.  But  this  was  the  le ast^rt  of  the  ques* 
tion«  The  greatest  and  most  material  con^sideration  was, 
whether  a  resolution  deliberately  agreed  upon  by  a  great  ma- 
jority of  thehousQ,  in  die  idlest  meeting  ever  known,  was  Co. 
be  rescinded  on  a  notice  of  twepty^pur  hours*  On  this  ground 
particMlarly.he  called  on  parliament  to  assert  its.<;haraccer,  to. 
take  care  not  to  exhibit  the  jniserable  spectacle  of  changing 
inconsiderately  its  most  deliberate  resolutions,  and  to  leave  k 
in  the  power  of  any  x)ne  to  overturn  the  most  spleinn  docisioiii 
'  PA  a  notice  of  twenty-fourhoifrs. 

Mr.  LeyfisUr^  in  .explanation^  statod  that  he  had  rq>resenled 
the  trial  by  impeachment  only  as  more  ^alpKQUs  to  the  co»> 
stitutional  and  established  praotice^f  psirlisuaraK  tboii  the  trial 
by  criminal  information. 

Mr.  Bond  had  not  imputed  any  other  4emi«ieat  to  hit 
learned  friend. 

The  Salidtor  Gauf^d  observed,  that  the  rig^  hon.  aad 
learned  gentleman  had  ei^pressed  his  surprise  t£it.his  ieanaed 
friend  could  have  brought  his^min^  to  entertain  such  a  fwopo- 
sition  as  that  heii^d  suhmtted  to  the  hoiusp.  If  any  shame 
l)elonged  to  the  opinion,  he  was  sorry  for  it,  becaiise  he  was 
equal^  liable  t(\  a  share  in  it^on>  entertaining 'the  «aaae  0^ 
nion  with  his  learned  friend.  ^  tl^  motipa  of  his  karaed 
iriend  were  to  rescind  s^  resolution  which  t|h/e  house  hwl  ^kh 
liberately  and  directly  cQme  to,  hje  should  ^qgvoe.  with  ^e  ar- 
gument of.  the  right  fa^.  gentleman,  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
,  rescinded  \ 
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reacioded ;  hat  he  ^ooM  sot  kelp  «3y>r«6^g  his  sijrpHse  20 
the  grounds  i^n  which  the  motlop  pf  his  learned  frien4  had 
been  opposed.    He  should  detain  due  house  but  very  shortly^ 
|or  reasont  which  he  should  state  on  the  quealion,  wheth^ 
the  impeadunent  or  the  prosecution  by  criminal  inlbrmatioii 
was  the  most  desirable  i  because^  so  far  as  he  could  ascertain, 
a  great  majority  of  the  house  appeared  tahave  declared  in  fi^ 
vour  of  the  tmpeachment.    k  had  been  urged  that  the  coo^ 
duct  of  Lord  Md^iUe  had  been  defended  jsts  not  being  a  'vioh 
latinos  of  law,  and  that  the  learned  gentleman  on  the  bench 
below  him  (the  master  of  the  roU^  had  so  argued.      3ut 
that  had  not  been  the  case;   neither  that  right  hon.  ajsid 
learned  gentieman^nor  any  other  lawyer,  taking  the  resolu- 
tions «f  the  house,  of  <x>mmons  for  granted,  could  deny  tlu^ 
ihe  application  of  the  public  mwey  to  purpo^  of  private 
jvofit  was  a  violation  of  the  law.     It  was  a  different  ouestiou 
Jiow  far  the  lodging  the  money  aH  a  private  banker'^  tor  navf 
servides  only  was  or  was  not  a  breach  of  law.    It  :had  been 
^gnrd  by  bifi  learyied  friend  as  a  reason  for  preferring  the 
impeachment,  that  the  period  of  the  advance  of  io,oool.  j)0t 
being  known,  the  inveistigarion  of  that  fact  might  create  em- 
barrwments  in  the  prosecution  in  thekitg^s  &nch,  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  contendedi  that  no  nian 
(ceuld  deny  that  that  was  a  breach  of  iaw,  since  the  advance 
ha4  been  made  after  the  resolutions  of 'thp  hotise  ida  178^^ 
He  should  not  disGuss^bat  question  now,  but  woiold  rather  t^ 
far  it  for  ekamittation  to  a  trial  by  irapeaichment  thati  in  a 
court  of  law.  As  to  the  question  now  belbre  them,  hesho^ 
«aake  bot  a  few  observations  upon^  it^    The  majority  had  dc- 
daved  in  £v»Dur.^  an  impeachment 5  and  it  was  only  by  a  form 
xbs^t  the  other  mode  of  proceeding  had  been  superinduced. 
The  impeachment  had  been  first  moved  bytbe  .hon«  gehtk- 
man  opposite  {Mr.  Whitbread);  on  ^hich  th^.  amendment 
was  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  and  leavned;g,entlemap  fqr  ^ 
cwminal  prosecution  by  the  attorney  general.    The  forms  of 
.ibeliottse  required  the  question  to  be  put,  that  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  remain  nart  of  the  .motion.    All  who  pre- 
fenred  the  impeachment  of  oourse  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
w^hich  amounted  to  a  direct  judgment  on  their  part  in  £ivour 
oJF  the  impeachment*  '  The  number  was  195,  who  finding 
themselves' driven  out  of  the  jmpe^menti  and  thinking  that 
,|hft  criminal'  prosecution  by  the  attorney  general  was  better 
than  none  at  al),  voted  for  the  amendment  with  those  who 
I  the  {>so9CCVtion  by  inforin^on*    The  nuQ^ber  that 
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voted  for  this  question  was  238.  from  which  deducting  the  19; 
who  had  preferred  the  impeachment,  there  were  but  43  who 
^preferred  the  prosecution  by  information.  StiU  he  admitted  that 
the  impeachment  had  been,  in  form,  negatived.  There  were 
•many  questions  on  which  the  sense  of  the  house  was  collected, 
but  this,  whether  the  impeachment  or  the  prosecution  by  in- 
-formation  was  preferable,  had  never  been  directly  submitted 
to  the  consideraticm  of  the  house.  He  allowed  that  the  bouse 
had  decided,  that  some  criihinal  prosecution  should  ta)^  place, 
though  it  never  had  determined  which  was  to  be  preferred. 
The  form  alone  stood  in  their  way.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  argued  that  it  would  be  a  proof  of 
wavering  and  vacillation  in  their  decisions,  if  they  were  to 
•rescind  a  resolution  that  had  been  passed  in  so  full  a  hpusc,  on 
the  13th  of  June.  If  the  majority  of  that  full  house  had  de- 
cided on  the  question,  which  mode  of  prosecution  was  to  be 
preferred,  he  should  yield  to  the  pessure  of  such  an  argu- 
ment i  but  no  such  decision  had  yet  been  made.  If  they 
were  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  proceeding,  and  to  go  back  to 
the  circumstances  ot  the  discussion,  it  w^d  appear  that  the 
majority  of  those  who  had  delivered  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, had  preferred  the  impeachment,  .for  which  reason  he 
should  vote  for  the  motion  of  his  learned  firiend. 

Jl/r.^^i/ii(^/. appealed  to  the  Speaker,in  the  first  instance,and 
next  to  those  who  had  more  parliamentary  experience  than 
himself,  whether  they  had  not  got  into  a  line  in  which  they 
could  not  proceed  consistently  with  the  forms  of  parliament. 
-He  had  always  thought  that  it  was  contrary  10  their  practice, 
to  entertain  two  contradictory  proceedings  &t  the  same  time. 
According  to  this  rule  he  was  of  opinion,  tibat  the  motion  of 
the  learned  gentleman  could  not  be  put,  till  the  former  reso- 
lution of  the  house  should  be  discharged.  ■  The  precedent  that 
-had  been  referred  to  in  the.  proceedmgs^  adopted  the  other 
night,  did  not  apply,  because  the  question  on  that  occasion 
was,  whether  a  civil  process  and  a  criminal  prosecution  cooid 
be  carried  on  at  the  same  time,  i  he  question  now  was,  whe- 
ther two  criminal  forms  of  prosecution  could  be  .proceeded 
with  together.  This  he  took  to  be  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  parliament^  but  he  appealed  to  the  authority  of  the  chak*. 

The  Speaker,  from  the  appeal  that  had  been  made  to  him» 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  to  the  house  ibat  from  the  mao- 
ner  in  which  the  motion  wa^  fiamed  it  consisted  of  two  parts, 
the  latter  part  of  which  went  to  do  away  the  resolutions  of  the 
boMsei  m  a  formor  occasion.    Those  parts  of  the  motion 
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might  undoubtedly  be  separated,  as  was  often  the  practice,  if 
it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  any  hon.  gentleman  to  make  a 
motfon  to  that  effect ;  but  unquestionably  until  such  motion 
shouUi  be  madCf  it  would  be  his  duty  to  put  the  question  on 
the  motion  as  it  had  been  originally  proposed. 

Mr^  Bankesthcn  resumed.  >    The  house  was  called  upon 
without  any  rteson  assigned,  and  upon  a  notice  which  he 
should  call  rather  a  surprise,  to  rescinfd  a  solemn  resolution  on 
pne  df  the  most  momentous  subjects  that  ever  occupied  the  at* 
tention  of  parliament^  k  resolution  which  idie  house  had  cotne^ 
to  after  a  discussion  of  two  days.    If  thr  precedent  should. 
be  established  of  rescinding  a  resolution  on  a  twenty-^fbur  hours 
xioticq.in  a  sabsequetit  part  of  the  session,  he  knew  not  where 
it  would  end.     After  the  decision  of  the  13th  of  Jtmc,  gen-^ 
tlen^en,  supp(>6ing  the  subject  to  be  disposed  of,  had  gone  to 
the  country,  not  entertaining  the  slightest  idea  that  the  ques-' 
tion  would  be  brought  again  under  discussion.    He  had  heard 
that  there  wei»e  opinions  entertained  relative  to  the  violation; 
of  the  privileges  of  another  house,  by  the  proceeding  that  had 
been  voted  by  that  bouse ;  but  if  any  doubts  of  that  kind  ex-* 
isted,  he  thought  the  matter  would  be  brought  regularl;^  be^] 
fore  them;  that  conferences  wtmld  be  demanded,  ^nd  tlie 
question  determined  in  such  a  manher  as  would  secure  thie  he** ' 
nwiitary  privileges  of  that  house,  aiid  the  ends  of  public  jtis^ 
tice.     A  fortni^t  had  elapsed  since  that  disctkssion  had  taken 
place,  and  yetit .  was  only  the  preceding  day  that  notice  had 
been  given  of  a'  motion  t6  rescind  a  solemn  resolution  of 
the  house  on  one  of  the  most  important  questions  that  had  ' 
ever  engaged  its  filttimtion.    What  could  At  people  think  of 
their  proceedings, 'if  they  should  with  stitch  levity,  and  without 
any  ground  alle^,  r^esiclnd  a  resohition  adopted  after  such 
grave  and  serious  discussion  ?  'Ought  not  'the  house  to  look  to 
these  Who  broe^ht  forward  this  thdtidtt'f  ou|httbe}r  not  to 
conader  whether  they  were  foHowiii^  snfficTeht  guides?  A 
majority  of  the  house  had  voted  cert^«  resolutions,  since  ' 
which  new  matter  bad  come  out  both  before  the  select  com- 
mittee aQd£pom  the  defend  of  the  noble  lord  himself.    Was 
there  not  enough  in  this  new  matter  to' say.  that  tAterior  pro* 
ceedingswere  necessary?  The  learned  gehtlttnan  whobrought 
forward  this  question,  had  said  that  ^bstantial  justice  would 
be  promoted  by  adopting  his  proposition.     But  it  was  material 
to  consider,  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on 
both  the  former  votes.     Had  they  who  supported  either  that  ' 
hon.  gentleman's  concurrence,  or  that  of  apy  of  the  j;entle« 

men 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4a  tttt:ltMti:lAM£in^ASiritEII^^         [immMm^, 

TBti^n  Under  irhose  auspices  he  brought  fbr^anf  hUr  pudcM 
motion  ?  £)id  thtji  not  reprobate  both  ^  Did  they  not  Wfirt^ 
sent  the  dtep$  that  had  been  taken  «s  preImturcr^  Did  they 
not  sayv  that  bectnsethe  hooss  had  adopted  one  meamrtf^ 
-which  they  pleased  to  csll  ponishment^ittrasnot  )ost  mift^ 
flicta^ond?  What  did  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleaan 
now  ?  To  be  consistent  he  ought  to  move  that  the  hrastf  thocM 
rescind  aH  that  it  had  bbfore  resolved:^  prosecotioB,  wiHkMic 
fobstituting  any  other  form  of  proeeedii^.  When  he  found 
the  klmcd  f entfexnan  Meeting  tho  heme  to  one  proocasi 
Iribilst  his  principle  ishis  against  any  proseeotiony  he  i^at  nm 
kielined  to  follow  the  path  which  he  pointed  oat.  He  was 
loniself  not  afraid  of  the  technical  difficultks  in  the^conrts  bo* 
low*  If  the  noble  lord  should  bo  acquitted  on  hfefrial,  then 
fiK>m  his  former  habit  of  acquaintance  with  him  he  shouhl  most 
sincerdy  rejoice.  The  speedy  decision  in  x  oooit  of  law  was 
H  greiit  advantage.  The  impeacbinent  was  tedbusyand  the 
faistaAce  of  that  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  was  in  the  recoUoctioH 
of  tyefy  genttemani  would  make  hhn  unwilling  to  resort  to 
dsat  mode  of  tnal,  tf*  another  sofficxent  one  could  be  adopted. 
The  learned  gentleman  had  adverted  to  the  solitary  precedent 
Oil  the  joiirnalS)  and  represented  it  asinaospicioes  fnun  the  re- 
iolt.  But  of  the  numer ons  instances  of  impeachments  on  the 
journals^  there  were  fe«r  cases  that  had  been  argued  at  lengdi, 
or  that  had  been  brought  to  any  final  dcdsion.  So  that  he 
should  not  be  deterred  by  the  issue  of  the  solitary  instance 
from  adopting  the  prosecution  by  infarmatioBi,  nor  by  the  va« 
rtous  ineficctual  instances  of  impeasluaent,  or  by  that  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  which  he  ^dways  remembered  with  regret,  because 
it  removed  us  ta  a  gfreoter  distance  fbom  that  constitutional 
trial  of  state  crimtmis/  firom  adopting  the  iropeathmefit.  A 
jary^  such  as  would  hsrnc  to  decide  the  ipiestion^  would  be  ^  as 
competent  as  themselves.  '  He  regretted  the  exBteneeof  popu'^ 
hur  pn^udices  and  their  cftets^  which  weie  interwoven  with 
our  liberty,  but  Lord  Melville  was  not  the  only^  suflur d*  there* 
by.  Was  there  no  remedy  for  these  preja<tices  i  Was  not 
there  a  right  of  challenge  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  against 
themembevsof  hisjury,  asweilason  the  part  of  the  prosceu- 
tiohf  He  bad  felt  much  difficulty  at  letting  the  prosecutfcxt 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  house^  to  be  committed  to  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  honourable  and  ieamed  gentletnan  (the  attbmey^ 
general),  who,  however,  was  entitled  to  every  trust  and  confix 
dence.  1  he  house  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  in  agrees 
ing  to  this  motion^  wh^  they  found  that  it  was  proposed  by 
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those  who  voted  against^  any  prosecution  at  all.  When  these 
persons  advised  them  to  rescind  their  formp:  resolution^  cpulil 
'it  be  supposed  that  it  was  ifrom  apy  predilection  for  impeacii'- 
^enty  and  not  under  tha,t  sanction  to  come  at  the  object  whic^ 
they  had  originally  in  view  ?  Accidental  circuQistances  uught 
tmt  a  stop  to  an  impeachment,  which  coulH  not  be  the  case  ih 
a  prosecution  in  a  court  of  law.  He  called  on  the  house^  not 
to  rescind  their  fornaer  resolution,  and  particularly  not  at  the 
instance  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  not  concurred  with  the 
;|najority,  but  voted  against  every  species  of  prosecution*  Ijc 
cabled  on  gqntlemen  to  resist  the  motioui  becausjs  it  had  been 
Vought  j&rward  in  a  common  notice  for  the  mo^  insigpl^- 
cant  papers.  If  the  same  persons  who  had  been  present  at 
the  discussion  were  present,  he  should  have  no  apprehension 
in  going  to  decision.  They  had  no  idea  that  any  obstacles 
would  interfere  with  the  sense  of  the  hoyse,  till  four  days  since 
the  learned  gentleman  applied  for  instructions  to  the  house, 
and  even  this  application  shewed  a  determination  to  pursue 
the  line  th^t  had  been  chalked  out  by  the  house.  He  knew 
from  personal  experience,  that  mgny  gentlemen  now  absent, 
if  they  had  known  that  this  question  w^s  to  have  been  agitat- 
ed, would  have  attended.  The  difficijty  of  procuring  an  at- 
tendance at  this  season  was  known.  If  this  proceeding  on 
such  a  short  notice  should  be  countenanced,  he  kn^w  not 
where  it  would  stopw  If  gentlemen,  who  were  unfriendly  to 
prosecution  of  any  kind,  could  thqsresdnd  a  former  resplu- 
tion  of  the  house,  he  could  not  see  what  was  to  restrain  them 
from  proposing,  at  a  future  period  of  the  sessioUj  to  rescind 
the  vote  which  they  proposed  that  night. 

Mr^  Leycesiir  stated)  that  when  lo&  learned  friend  had  given 
notice  of  his  motion,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  below  him  (the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  had  intimated  that  the  general 
question  as  to  tbs.modeof  proiecution  would  then  be  brought 
under  consideration,  and  that  alone  without  any  other  motive 
•  would  have  warranted  his  motion. . 

Mr^  Banies  admitted  the  intimation  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
cxcheqacr,  but  appealed  to  the  recoUectipn  of  the  house, 
whether  that  had  been  considered  as  a  notice  ^  and  it  it  had 
l)een  a  notice,  why  had  the  learned  gentleman  thot^ght  it  ne- 
cessary to  renew  it  the  preceding  day  ? 

X^ard  Henry  Petty ^  having  been  one  of  those  who  had  felt 
it  their  duty  to  vote  fpr  the  impeachment  in  the  first  instance, 
and  afterwards  for  the  prosecution  by  criminal  information  on 
the  former  occasion^  felt  it  equally  his  duty  now  to  give  a  de- 
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cided  negative  to  the  motion.  If  he  could  assent  to  the  ar^ 
'guments  that  had  been  used  by  the  learned  gentleman  oppo« 
site  (the  solicitor  general),  that  they  were  now  for  the  tirst 
time  to  decide  upon  jhe  question,  whether  an  impeachment 
pr  a  criminal  prosecution  by  the  attorney  general  were  more 
desirable)  he  should  ;vote  fpr  the  impeach  m-nt,  Iliis,  how- 
ever, was  not  .the  case,  and  he  begged  to  remind  the  house, 
that  this  motion  was  brought  forward  in  consequence  of  a 
notice,  which  appeared  only  the  preceding  day  on  the  booksj 
the  object  of  which  was  to  do  away  a  resolution  that  had  been 
adopted  by  the  house  after  a  consideration  of  two  ponths^ 
and  a  discussion  of  two  days  previous  to  the  decision  upon  it. 
This  resolution  had  been  adopted  with  every  circumstance  of 
the  most  formal  solemnity  of  the  proceedings  of  that  house, 
with  such  peculiar  circumstances  of  solemnity,  as  had  attract- 
ed the  attendance  of  the  greatest  number  of  members  perhaps 
ever  known,  and  fixed  their  attention  to  the  discussion  of  the 
subject.  1  hesc  were  the  circumstances  under  which  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  adopted,  and  that  was  the  decision  which  the 
learned  member  ndwstated  not  to  have  been  deliberatelyformed. 
He  had  with  his  feeble  talents  supported  the  motion  for  the  im- 
peachment, \yhich  had  been  urged  with  the  whole  weight  of 
the  talents  and  eloquence  of  his  hon.  friends  near  him,  and  yet 
the  learned  gentleman  had  said, that  the  question  relating  to  the 
mode  of  prosecution  had  not  been  that  day  discussed.  He  did 
not  think  the  learned  gentleman  stated  this  for  the  purpose  of 
misleading  the  house,  but  certainly  he  could  not  think  that 
the  gentlemen  opposite  [on  the  Treasury  Ben^i]  were  ignorant 
of  the  question  then  under  discussion,  when  he,  a  young  and 
inexperienced  member  of  the  house,  was  perfectly  aware  of  it. 
But  there  was  another  proof  that  they  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  It.  Had  they  not  a  warning  concerning  the  vote  they  were 
about  to  give  I  Did  not  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan^ 
call  upon  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer)  to  consider  what  might  be  the  effect  qf  the 
vote  he  was  to  give  ;  that  it  might  lead  to  a  consequence  he 
flid  not  wish  ?  wa9  not  this  before  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  spoken  ?  Had  he  spoken  after  ?  No :  and  yet 
he  ought  to  have  stated  his  reasons  fpr  having  pursued  the 
lii^e  which  he  followed. — The  amendment  had  been  to  ex- 
jpunge  the  words  of  the  original  motion  for  the  impeachment, 
and  those  who  wished  that  no  criminal  prosecution  should 
take  place,  voted  against  the  original  motion  with  a  view  to 
ret  rid  of^  both  ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight,  when 
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from  the  state  of  the  house  it  did  not  appear,  that  the  members 
present  were  half  th^  members  that  had  voted  on  that  question, 
a  motion  was  brought  forward  for  rescinding  it.  He  had  voted 
originally  for  the  impeachment  as  the  most  constitutional  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  on  giving  his  vote  for  the  prosecution  by 
the  attorney-general,  he  had  not  been  influenced  by  any  prefe- 
rence for  it,  but  by  a  consideration  that  beneficial  advantages 
might  result  from  it  to  the  public.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that, 
the  house  would  adhere  to  its  decision^  and  that  the  decision 
of  tins  jea/  would  hereafter  be  considered  as  a' precedertti 

Sir  William  Burroughs  declared,  that  if  the  motion  were  to 
rescind  a  solemh  resolution  of  the  house,  he  should  be  the  first 
to  oppose  it.  In  rising  to  support  the  motion  pf  his  learned 
friend,  he  supported  what  was  the  deliberate  sense  of  the  ma- 
jority of  that  house.  He  asked  the  gentleman  opposite,  and 
the  noble  lord,  whether  the  resolution  had  been  concurred  in 
by  the  majority  of  the  house  ?  He  appealed  to-  the  only  evi- 
dence they  could  have,  except  the  votes  of  the  hou9e,  whether 
every  gentleman  who  spoke  on  the  opposite  side,  had  not  pre- 
ferred the  impeachment ;  he  appealed  to  the  chair  dnd  to  the 
house,  whether  every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  his  side 
of  the  hoiise,  had  not  expressed  a  preference  for  the  impeach- 
ment, if  they  were  to  chbope  ?  Had  not  the  noble  lord,  who 
had  so  much  distinguished  himself  by  his  talents j  pronounced 
t  most  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  impeachment,  and  had 
that  speech  yet  been  answered.^  could  the  noble  lord,  with 
All  his:  ingenuity,  answer  it  himself.^  The  noble  lord  had 
stated^  consistently,  that  he  still  preferred  the  impeachment; 
In  the  whole  records  of  parliament  there  was  but  one  instance* 
of  a  prosecution  by  the  attorney -general  against  a  peer,  and 
was'  that  an  argument  for  adhering  to  a  resolution,  he  might 
iay,  inadvertently  taken,  when  such  resolution  was  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  parliament  from  the  earliest  periods  of  its  hb- 
tory  ?-  If  they  were  to  adhere  to  the  fdrm  and  not  to  the 
sense  of  the  house,  they  should  decide  against  what  was  the 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  near  five  hcmdrcd  Afiembcrs,  This 
motibn  was  not  to  rescirtd  i  resolutiort  of  the  house,,  so  much- 
is  to  carry  into  effect  the  sertsd  of  thevast  majority  of  the  nem- 
bcrs.  By  adopting  the  impeachment,  they  should  get  rid  of 
the'embarrassments  that  would  attend  the  other  course.  They 
all  knew  the  ferment  that  elcisted,  the  Mistakes  aiid  misrepre- 
sentations that  had  t^keil  place,  and  if  the  trial  by  impeach- 
ment would  not  be  $o  expeditious  as  th^t  in  the  king's  bench/ 
wai  it  QDt  desirable  that  the  trial  should  be  put  off  tj^  the  fer- 
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ment  should  be  allayed  ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
consent  tp  prosecute  on  the  evidence  and  not  include  the  change 
of  participation^  which  would  involve  the  investigation  of  ac- 
^untSy  the  matter  might  go  to  a  jury.  Any  lawyer  would! 
admit  that  if  any  other  mode  of  trial  could  be  discoveredj  it 
would  be  preferable  to  that  by  jury»  if  the  jury  was  to  be  ad- 
jounied9  which  must  be  the  case  if  complicated  accounts  were 
to  be  submitted  to  their  consideration.  Impeachment  was 
more  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  house^  aiid  with  the 
rank  and  station  of  the  delinquent.  He  called  on  the  house 
ta  follow  the  sense  of  the  i^ajority,  and  adopt  a  course  which, 
if  they  had  come  to  the  discussion  unentangledby  forms,  they 
would  have  adopted,  that  which  was  the  sense  of  four  buiidred 
membersi  in  opposition  to  forty-three. 

JUr,  C.  W.  Wynne  thought  the  house  was  indebted  for  the 
situation  in  which  they  found  themselves  to  those  who  voted  in 
the  first  instance  against  all  criminal  prosecution.  He  com- 
plained of  the  short  notice  which  had  been  given  of  the  motion 
at  this  period  of  the  session,  when  a  week  at  least  ought  to  have 
been  given.  Though  he  differed  with  regret  from  those  ho* 
»  nourable  friends  who  had  conducted  the^s^ole  of  this  business 
\^th  such  moderation  and  ability,  he  was  still  disposed  to  give 
the  preference  to  impeachment. ,  There  was  but  an  instance 
on  the  journals  of  a  prosecution  by  the  attorney-general,  and 
^t  had  failed  in  conse<piehce  of  one  technical  Saw.  He  pre- 
fcrred  the  impeachment,  therefore,  because  technical  detects 
might  sometimes  find  their  way  into  the  prixeedings  in  the 
courts  \  and  the  government  might  order  theattorney-jgtaei^t 
to  enter  a  mli  prosequly  which  from  the  manner  in  which  t&e 
'  business  had  been  hitherto  c6nducted  he  did  not  think  unr 
likely  in  this  case,  tie  was  therefore  an  enemy  to  such  pro- 
c^fcdings.  The  impeachment  would  be  more  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  the  hous^  and  more  satisfactory  to  the  pubGc^ 
After  a  few  other  observations  the  honourable  gentleman  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  the  discussion  be  adjoumedto  Nionday 
next)  but  this  motion  not  being  seconded,  fell  to  the  ground. 
.  Sir  R,  Williams,  if  he  had  been  present  in  the  first  instance^ 
Aould  have  voted  against  Lord  Melville,  because  he  thought 
he  deserved  punishment.  He  had  since  voted  against  the  im^ 
peachmient  and  the  criminal  prosecution  by  the  attorney-ge- 
neral. But  as  the  house  had  come  to  a  resolution  in  favour  of 
the  latter,  he  should  certainly  vote  agaizist  rescinding  that  re- 
solqtion. 

Mr.  Windham  was  from  the  beginning  in  fiivour  of  ah  sAi- 
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peachment;  but  the  h6use  liavbg  resolved  on  a  ptosetution  bjr 
the  ^ttomey-generaU  he  was  decidedly  against  rescinding  that 
resolution*    Besides;  with  all  his  pfepossession  in  favour  of'anr 
impeachment,  he  never  understood  that  a  prOseoitron  by  th<£ 
attorney-general,  in  a  case  similar  to  the  present,  was  nncoa- 
stitutional.    It  ^ad  been  stated  that  ohly  one  pretddent  existed^ 
bj  which  the  measure  could  be  justified;  but  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  precedents  could  not  be  numerous,  for  that  protfe^ 
cutions  of  any  nature  against  peers  of  the  realm  had  been  hr 
firom  common,    With  regard  to  the  technical  error  in  the 
case' of  Lord  Halifax,  it  was  certainly  true  that  technical  errors 
though  £ital  to  a  criminal  prosecution  in  an  ordinary  tourt  t£ 
jiistice,  might  not  be  fatal  to  an  impeachment ;  but  this  intisc 
likewise  be  considered^  that  the  conductors  of  an  impeachment^ 
would  probably  not  possess  much  technical  law,  while  tho^ 
who  defended  the  delinquent  would  be  armed  at  all  poims 
whh  it.    As  to  the  competence  of , the  tribunal,  he  could  not 
admit  in  their  full  extent  the  eulogium  on  the  one  hand,  znd 
the  censure  on  the  other,  of  the  courts  of  justice.    He  readily 
allowed  that  he  did  not  think  them  completely  the  best  hfibu- 
aals  for  such  subjects ;  but  the  delinquency  of  Lord  Mdvitie 
was  rather  the  crime  of  a  statesmati  than  a  state  crime,  and  he 
iVould  not  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that  he  would  prefer  beyond  alt' 
comparison  for  its  investigation  a  house  of  lords  to  a  jury*.    He 
did  not  feel  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  fitness  of  the  attomet- 
gerieral  to  conduct  the  prosecution,  after  the  deela^tiovi  ae 
had  made  in. the  house.  He  was  certain  that  that  learned geti^ 
tleman  would  never  allow  his  private  sentiments  to  interfere 
with  his  public  duty ;  but  in  that  declaration  he  had  comenftd' 
himself  with  expressing  thedifficultiesjunder  which  he  laboured, 
and  Uid  not  go  oh  and  say,  he  could  and  would  execute  the  task 
assigned  to  him-   Without  he  was  able,  by  his  arguments,  to 
convince  a  jury,  they  would  only  tend  to  raise  prejudices  against 
the  prosecution.    Then  came  the  q^iestioh,  whether  or  riot  the 
house  was  at  liberty  to  change  the  form  of  prdceeding  whichf 
it  had  adopted?     Mr.  Windham  confendedf  that  it  had  ho 
right  to  contravene  its  former  judgment.    Witl)6ut  affecting^ 
to  doubt  the  fact,  how  did  the  teamed  gentleman  collect  the 
^ense  of  the  house  on  the  question?  What  were  the  parliament- 
ary grounds  b^  which  he  ascertained  it  ?     Private  intercourse 
and  conversation  might  lafibrd  him  the  means  of  forming  a 
judgment  on  it,  but  this  was  not  a  fair  mode  of  estimation : 
and  he  protested  strongly  against  the  assumption  of  what  wa4 
<he  sense^  m  direct  contradiction  too  te  the  declared  vote  of 
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the  house.    There  would  be  no  end  to  this  kind  of  loose  coa- 
jccture  if  It  were  once  admitted,  and  no  future  decision  of  par- 
liament would  be  exempted  from  its  operation.  AH  questions 
are  not  resolvable  into  yes  or  no :  some  may,  but  others  are 
not  at  all  capable  of  being  decided  by  a  simple  affirmation  or 
negation.     In  that  question  there  had  been  two  leading  points^ 
^hether  or  nut  there  should  be  a  criminal  prosecution  at  all,, 
and  then  which  of  the  two  modes  should  be  adopted  ?    The* 
learned  gentleman  had^said,  the  general  principle  ought  first 
to  have  been  settled.      In  this   he  differed  from  him;   for 
though  some  might  immediately  say  yes,  and  others  no,  there 
were  many  who  would  hesitate  until  they  knew  what  species  of 
criminal  prosecution  was  to  be  proposed.     On  the  question  of 
impeachment,  there  had  been  four  classes  of  opinions.     First, 
those  which  maintained  the  injustice  of  any  criminal  proceed- 
ing whatever  :  secondly,  those  who  wished  for  the  iijipeach- 
ment :  thirdly,  thosewho  urged  the  prosecution  by  the  attorney- 
general  :  and  fourthly,  those  who  were  desirous  that  some  cri- 
minal proceeding  should  be  instituted  at  all  events.     In  this 
involution  and  complication  of  sentiments,  he  thought  it  im- 
possible for  the  hon.  gentleman,  witti  all  his  refinement,  to  get 
at  the  true  sense  of  the  house.     In  a  very  full  attendance  of 
members,  after  a  long  debate,  fhcy  came  to  the  precise  vote, 
that  the  attorney-general  be  directed  to  prosecute  Lord  Melville 
criminally ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  principles- 
on  which  that  vote  was  founded.    All  we  knew  was,  that  thc^ 
majority  thought  one  of  these  two  things ;  either  thit  the  pro- 
secution by  the  attorney-general  was  the  best  mode  of  proce- 
dure, or  that  it  was  better  than  abandoning  all  criminal  pro- 
cedure J  but  to  which  of  these  distinct  opinions  they  leaned  it 
was  impossible  to  tell.     After  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight  from  the 
proceedings  alluded  to,  at  a  very  late  period  of  the  session,  when 
the  attendance  of  members  was  but  scanty,  and  with  a  notice  so 
short  that  it  was  difficult  to  collect  even  those  who  were  yet  in 
the  metropolis,  this  unexpected  measure  reversing  the  former 
vote  had  been  produced.     He  was  justified  in  calling  it  totally 
unexpected ;  for  although  it  might  be  imagined  that  the  ge- 
neral instructions  to  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute  Lord 
Melville  would  be  followed  by  some  specific  resolutions,  point- 
ing out  the  parts  of  (he  noble  lord's  conduct  to  which  that 
learpled  gentleman's  attention  ought  chiefly  to  be  directed,  no 
one  ever  contemplated  the  probability  of  a  proposition  ovcr-» 
throwing  so  important  a  decision  as  that  of  the  13th  instant. 
But,  says  the  learned  gentleman  who  opened  the  discussion  of 
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that  evening,  the  matter  was  hurried  through  the  house,  and 
but  loosely  attended  to.  If  so,  it  was  the  most  elaborate  hurry 
he  had  ever  seen^  and  the  most  studied  dishabille  of  conduct 
he  had  ever  heard  of.  %  To  rescind  that  proceeding  would  es- 
tablish a  most  dangerous  precedent.  Who  knows  but  that  in 
a  fortnight,  when  the  number  of  members  had  diminished  to 
such  a  degree  that  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  form  a  house^ 
(a  circumstance  which  frequently  occurred  towards  the  close  of 
a  session,)  it  rtight  be  proposed  to  rescind  the  present  pro- 
ceedings ?  Mr.  Windham  dwelt  strongly  on  the  extreme  scandal 
to  the  house  that  would  attend  such  a  revocal  of  their  acts. 
One  of  his  chief  causes  of  complaint  against  Lord  Mdlville  was, 
that  he  had  involved  the  character  of  public  men,  and  even  of 
the  legislative  bodies.  The  house  of  commons  was  as  much 
on  its  trial  as  that  noble  lord.  It  was  necessary  to  dear  it  from  7 
any  imputation  of  improper  motives  that  might  be  cast  upon  it, 
and  it  would  be  one  mode  of  doing  so,  havmg  taken  a  solemn . 
resolution,  to  refuse  suddenly  and  without  cause  to  depart 
from  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — ^From  the  arguments  that 
have  been  urged  against  the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend 
behind  me,  it  appears  that  the  great  ground  of  objection  is, 
that  the  house  cannot  consistently  rescind  its  own  resolutions: 
there  is  something  that  puts  it  out  of  your  power  to  attend 
to  it.  Now,  sir,  to  come  at  once  to  the  examination  of  these 
arguments,  there  is  one  point  which  has  been  rested  upoh 
grounds  contrary  to  the  fact ;  I  mean  the  notice.  In  advert- 
ing to. that  notice,  I  would  desire  gentlemen  to  attend  to  the 
dates.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  nth  and  i2th,  the 
original  question  was  debated  in  the  bouse,  and  it  came  to  a 
vote  on  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  13th.  On  that  day 
there  was  no  house,  and  on  Friday  it  sat  again,  and  entered 
■upon  that  discussion  in  which  I  was  particularly  concerned. 
In  the  next  week  there  were  only  three  sitting  days  before  the 
hon.  gentleman  behind  me  gave  notice  that  he  meant  to  apply* 
to  the  house  respecting  some  directions  as  to  the  matters  refer- 
red to  the  attorney  general  to  prosecute.  When  this  was  pro- 
posed, I  would  ask  the  house  whether  I  did  not  distinctly  say 
that  tlie  more  I  considered  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
more  my  attention  had  been  directed  to  it,  the  more  I  thougl^t 
and  the  more  I  conversed  upon  it,  I  was  the  more  convinced 
that  art  impeachment  w£s  a  mode  preferable  to  a  criminal  in- 
formation. (Hear!  hear!).  When  the  discussion  took  plac^ 
pn  this  subject,  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  in  the  recollection  of 
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t}ie  hou^  that  I  de^^ed  the  hon.  ^eutleman  to  put  off  his 
jnotion  till  this  day,  ill  ordei;  to  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
iJering  whether  the  impeachment  might  not  be  thought  the 
most  advisable  manner  of  proceeding  ?  This  indeed  went  to 
such  particularity,  that  I  distinctly  stated  to  him  that  hjt  must 
]b^  aware  that  we  could  not  agree  to  |ive  any  fresh  directions 
to  the  attorney  genera!  relative  to  this  prosecution,  while  wc 
were  of  opinion  that  the  mode  of  impeachment  was  prefer- 
Hole,  I  stated  this  with  a  view  to  assure  the  house  tHat  a  ipo- 
(tion  was  in  contemplation  for  rescinding  the  resolution  of  thjp 
house  for  a  criminal  information^  and  substituting  ^n  impeach^ 
ment,  which  the  house,  with  a  few  exceptions,  has  already  do- 
,  dared  to  be  the  mode  most  consistent  with  the  privileges  qf 
jihe  house  of  lords,  and  better  calculated  to  attain  the  ends  qf 
public  justice.  {Loud  cries  of  hear  /  hear!)  This,sir,  I  have  u1^  * 
upon  me  to  state  to  the  house,  in  order  to  sliew  that  if  it  has 
jiot  been  forewarned  of  the  present  motion,  that  is  no  fault  oif 
loine.  Jt  rests  with  gentlemen  themselves  to  account  for  this 
subject  having  come  upon  them  by  surprise  j  if,  as  ihey  say,  ijt 
iias  ip  fact  come  upon  them  in  this  nxanner.  This  I  am  sure 
.of,  that  they  had  the  fullest  opportunity  to  know,  that  it  was 
proposed  to  revise  the  resolution  which  was  passed  for  a  cn- 
sninal  information.  How  then  do  wc  stand  ?  Why,  five 
days  ago  a  notice  was  in  reality  given,  that  this  motion  was.tp 
.be  submitted  to  the  house.  And  under  what  circumstiu^ce^ 
jras  the  notice  civen  ?  Was  it  when  there  was  reason  to  con- 
dude  that  the  house  would  be  thinly  attended  ?  No.  ^o  &r 
was  this  from  being  the  case,  that  a  notice  stood  in  your  books 
for  an  inquiry  intp  the  state  of  the  army,  g  subject  which  gco* 
,tiemen  have  stated  to  be  of  the  last  importance,  and  which  Vf, 
inay  reasonably  b^  presumed  would  command  a  full  attendance 
o!f  the  house.  What  then  becomes  of  the  assertions  of  thos^ 
iifho  pry  out  against  the  proposition  now  before  us,  on  the 
£rounds  .that  a  great  many  members  have  gone  to  the  couu- 
{V,  who  ought  to  be  present  at  this  discussion  ?  But  this  is  not 
31,  the  house  was  in  fact  in  possession  of  the  notice  on  Thms* 
.day  and  Friday*  at  the  momeut  when  the  house  was  engaged 
ip  .discussing  the  vote  of  credit  and  other  points  connected  with 
it,,j)oints  of  the  last  importance  to  the  empire  and  even  to,£u» 
rppe>  and  to  wliich  they  attached  fo  much  confcqucnce,  ihajt 
they  propofed  .that  parliament  Ihouid  fit  all  fummcr,  in  order 
to  be  re^idy  to  receive  information  concerning  them*  Thcfc 
.were  furely  things  that  called  for  a  full  attendance  of  the 
j^g^{e^  and  there  was  a  iull  attendance*    Upon  what  ground 
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tlien  do  they  complain  that  they  are  taken  by  furprife? 
Upon  a  mature  coniideration  of  the  cafe^  I  truft  the  houfe 
Vfill  be  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  complaint  without  a  foun-' 
dalion.  Why  then,,  fir,  this  is  the  fituation  in  which  we 
flood,  and  thefe  are  the  circumflances  under  which  the  no* 
tice,  though  not  perhaps  formaIly»  was  in  reality  ^ivcn.  If 
you  are  determined  to  infift  upon  the  point  of  notice,  let  us 
lee  whether  it  ought  to  beconfidered  as  extremely  neceflary 
in  this  cafe  from  what  has  already  palled  upon  it.  {Cries 
Iff  Aear /  Aear f  from  the oppofition.)  Realiy»lir,  lihould  be  glad 
to  know  what  there  is  ridiculous  in  that.  Do  they  mean  to 
aflert  that  no  meafure  is  to  be  carried  without  a  fpecific  notice 
long  before  ?  Let  us  look  to  what  has  been  done  on  the  refoiu-» 
tion  of  impeachment.  On  the  very  day  when  that  refolu* 
tion  was  moved,  an  amendment  for  this  criminal  profecu* 
tion  in  the  king's  bench  was  propofed,  without  the  fmalleft 
previous  notice  to  the  houfe  to  give  gentlemen  time  to  con* 
£der  the  point,  without  the  fmalleft  information  that  ought 
to  be  allowed  in  courtefy  to  the  perfon  accufed,  without 
any  intimation  that  fuch  a  thin^  was  to  be  brought  forward^ 
and  this  amendment  was  moved  too  as  a  matter  of  lenity  to 
Lord  Melville.  I  am,  not  at  all  queftioning  the  right  of  the 
houfe  to  adopt  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  far  from  it ;  but 
I  muft  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed  to  exprefs  my  furprife 
when  I  hear  them  loudly  proclaiming  that  the  propomion 
now  fubmitted  to  their  coniideration  is  contrary  to  parlia<»> 
nientary  ufage.  With  this  example  before  us,  caYi  we  admit 
the  juftice  of  thefe  complaints?  I  am  fure  we  cannot,  if 
we  pay  any  regard  to  our  own  proceeding  on  various  occa# 
fions.  Now,  fir,  having  difpofed  of  the  uiort  notice,  about 
which  we  heard-io  much,  I  come  to  another^point,  on  which 
no  lefs  ftrefs  has  been  laid.  This  Is  the  monftrous  incon- 
fiftency  of  refcinding  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  in  the  fame 
feffion,  and  the  danger  that  would  refult  from  fuch  a  prcce-* 
dent.  But  what  relolution  is  it  propofed  to  refcind?  Is  If 
not  true  that  we  had  refcinded  a  previous  refolution  of  the 
houfe  ?  A  civil  profecution  had  been  before  ordered  by  the 
houfe,  when  the  bon.  gentleman  oppo£te  came  down  to 
this  houfe,  and  propofed  that  the  proceedings  in  the  civil 
fuit  fhould  be  fulpended,  and  a  criminal  profecution  fubfti* 
tuted  in  its  ftead.  I'hat  propofition  was  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,  and  where  then  is  the  inconliftency,  or  the  dangerous 
mecedent  ariliag  from  the  propofal  now  before  the  houfe  t 
But  if  there  is  any  inConliuency,  if  there  is  any  dangerous 
Vol.  HI.  1805.  3  N  precedent^ 

•♦  Digged  by  Google 


4#S  THE  FARLIAMENTARY  REGtSTElL  [Couunu^ 

precedent,  the  pra£tice  has  already  prevailed,  and  this  if 
iurely  not  the  moment  when  the  houfe  would  be  anxious  to 
adopt  a  different  mode  of  proceeding*  If  the  objeft  of  the 
refoiution  now  propofed  had  been  by  any  fort  of  oaanage- 
roent  to  dcftroy  the  efie£ts  of  the  votes  of  the  houfe,  or  10 
leave  it  doubtfut  whethert  after  the  criminal  profecution  was 
fet  aiide,  any  thing  was  to  be  moved  in  its  ftead,  then  in* 
deed  there  might  be  a  fair  ground  for  the  arguments  ur«d 
by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  iide  of  the  houfe.  but 
when  the  very  refolutioo  which  propofes  to  lay  afide  the  oae 
mode  fubftitutes  the  other,  then  furely  I  may  be  allowed  to 
£ay  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  be  aflonifiied  at  the  oppofi^ 
tion  given  by  gentlemen  on  the  prefent  ocoafion,  contrary 
So  their  own  declared  opinions.  Such,  then,  beiiig  the  oo*- 
tice,  and  ^h  the  point  of  refcinding  the  previous  refoiutioft 
of  the  houfe,  we  now  come  to  another  part  of  the  cafe  that 
deferves  a  confiderable  degree  of  attention.  We  are  told 
that  though  they  are  {till  of  opinion  that  the  mode  of  im- 
peachment ought  to  be  preferred,  jret  that  this  feems  to  be 
H  fort  of  ikatagem  to  defeat  the  objeA  which  the  bouie  has 
in  view,  viz.  the  ends  of  public  juftice ;  and  befides,  that  k 
will  be  thought  by  others,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
agreeing  to  fuch  a  refoiution  as  the  prefent  would  compro^ 
mife  its  charader  for  fteadinefs,  deliberation,  and  confiftency. 
Now,  in  what  manner  do  they  oppofe  us  ?  One  wouM 
think,  from  the  courfc  purfued  in  their  arguments,  that  tbey 
really  thought,  as  I  before  intimated,  that  the  intention  was  to 
relcind  the  refoiution  for  the  criminal  profecution,  leaving 
it  to  chance  whetlier  any  other  was  to  be  propofed ;  and  to 
fet  afide  all  criminal  profecution  entirely.  In  tiixs  cafe  there 
would  be  fome  reafon  ia  their  arguments.  But  it  is  impoffi* 
bte  that  they  can  underfiand  the  object  which  we  have  ia 
iricw,  iince  that  very  refoiution  that  refcindsjthe  criminal  io^ 
formation  retains  the  motion  for  an  impeachment.  Which 
^f  the  two  proceedings  is  really  moft  confident  with  the  opU 
fiions  of  a  majority  of  the  houfe  ?  What  do  we  propofe  to 
put  in  the  place  of  a  criminal  information  ?  An  impeach* 
snent,  that  very  mode  of  proceeding  for  which  the  bom^ 
gentlemen  on  the  oppoilte  fide  argued  fo  ftrenuouily  at  firfi  ; 
•tiiat  mode  which  they  have  contended  to  be  bcft  calculated 
to  anfwer  the  ends  of  public  juftice ;  that  mode  which  they 
have  faid  to  be  moft  confiftent  with  parliamentary  ufagc» 
moft  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  the  houfe,  and  moft  coa- 
Ibnant  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitntion.    On  thele  fun. 
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daroental  Ixoad  grounds,  they  have  been  loud  in  tbi^ir  pre# 
fereace  of  an  impeachment.  What  then  do  I  afl(  of  them  i 
It  is  to  confirm  tiieir  own  ientiment$.  If  they  ^gjqee  to  our 
xn^on,  they  ha¥e  only  to  adopt  that  mode  of  proceeding 
for  whidi  tbey  were  before  fo  urgent.  They  have,  from 
the  beginningy  preferred  an  impeachment,  and  »f  that  opi-* 
ntoATcmain  the  fame  as  before,  I  only  wiHl  them  not  to 
impute  any'improper  motives  to  thofe  who  furnifh  them  with 
an  opportunity  of  afling  according  to  their  opinion*  But 
then  they  fay>  that  they  cannot  now  accede  to  this  propor- 
tion, becaufe  the  coniiilency  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  i^  involved  upon  this  occaiion.  If  there 
be  any  inconfiftency  in  this  cafe,  it  lefts  with  themielves.  If 
this  argument  ^vailed  any  thing,  it  ought  to  have  prevented 
any  criminal  profecution  at  all  in  this  cafe.  We  faid  thaC 
after  the  civil  fuit  had  commenced,  there  was  no  room  for  the 
other  proceeding.  The  houfe»  however,  refdinded  its 
relblution  on  that  head,  and  having  once  determined  on  a 
criminal  profecution,  we  are  not  now  difpofed  to  find  fault 
with  that  decilion.  But  wedo  fay  there  fiill  remains  an  option 
r^fpedidg  the  mode  of  cooduding  the  criminal  profeciitioa 
which  was  not  before  called  for.  Ir  remains  Aiil  for  us  to 
adopt  the  preferable  mode ;  and  certainly  no  objedion  of. 
form  ought  to  weigh  agaiad  the  decided  opinion  of  the 
majority -of ^e  houfe,  efpeciatly  when,  in  fadt,  there 
is  no  ground  of  inconiiAency  or  precedent  that  can  at  all 
be  urged  as  applicable  to  the  prefent  circumftance^  of  the 
cafe.  Why  then^  £r,  taking  all  thefe  circumftancts  into 
confideration  ;  finding  that  thofe  very  perfons  who  before 
urged  the  impeachment  fo  firenuoufly,  dill  retain  their  fenti- 
naeo^s  on  tli^at  bead,  and  ftill  agree  that  it  is  the  pteferable 
mode  of>proceeding ;  furely  the  houfe  cannot  refufe^  on  any 
grounds  that  have  been  as  yet  Oated,  to  adopt  that  mode 
which  is  allowed  by  a  vaft  majority  of  the  houfe  to  be  moft 
proper.  It  is  pofliblc  perhaps  to  come  to  the  juftice  of 
the  cafe,  by  the  criminal  information  before  the  king's 
bench  court;  but  fuppofing  this  to.  be  the  cafcf  it  Hills  re* 
mains  to  be  coniideredr  which,  under  all  the  circumftanccs, 
is  the  moft  proper  mode  of  trial.  An  impeachment,  as  it  has 
beenjuftly  argued,  is  mod  confonant  to  the  principles  of  the 
conflituiion.  1  his  is  allowed.  I  am  fure  ihat  every  one  who 
bears  me,  would  alfo  wi(h,  iince  a  trial  of  this  nature  has  been 
found  necefTary,  that  it  fliouid  be  fuch  a  one  as  would  be 
iBoft  fatisfadtorv  to  the  feelings  of  the  accufed,  even  upon 
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the  Ittdmlffion  that  both  were  in  every  other  refpedl  equally 
eligible.  This,  however,  they  are  not ;  for  it  is  confeilea 
that  the  mode  of  impeachment  poflefles  important  and 
decided  advantages.  1  he  houfe  furely  cannot,  on  a  mere 
pomt  of  form,  refufe  to  grant  that  fort  of  trial  which  is 
^  allowed  on  all  bands  to  be  the  beft»  and  refort  to  one  which 
the  accufed  thinks  the  moil  objefiionaUe,  as  the  leaft 
likely  to  procure  him  juftide,  as  the  moft  degrading  to 
bis  raok»  and  the  moft  hurtful  to  his  feelings.  Now,  fir,  as  to 
the  grounds  on  which  the  impeacliment  ia  the  moil  prefer- 
able mode  of  trial,  they  have  been  already  fo  very 
fully  ftated,  that  1  am  in  a  great  meafure  relieved  front 
Ibe  neoeffity  of  dwelling  upon  that  point.  ll)e  right  faon. 
gentleman  over  the  way  declaimed  againft  refinements^  and 
attributed  a  refining  difpofitioB  to  us  on  this  occafion.  He 
has  faid,  :that  the  only  way  of 'colle£ting  the  fenfe  of  the 
oommona  is  by  their  votes,  and  there  is  not  a  more  fatisfao- 
tory  way»  even  though  the  majority  of  the  houfe  Ihoutd  upon 
the  whole  have  prefened  another  mode  than  that  which* 
from  At  manner  of  putting  the  quefbion,  they  happened  to 
^opU  Now/  much  the  greater  part  of  the;  houfe,  undoubt^ 
ediy,  prefer  an  impeachment  in  this  inftance.  Is  there  any 
thing  then  that  pievents  the  adoption  of  that  mode  of 

Eroceeding?  The  noble  lord  on  the  oppofite  fide,  (Lord 
[enry  Petty, )  who  fpeaks  in  a  manner  tiiat  always  entities 
him  to  the  attention  of  the  houfe,  has  declared  that  he 
ftlH  thinks  the  mode  of  impeachment  preferable.  He  ftitis 
admits  it  aa  the  ndoft  conflitutional,  the  \x&  calculated  to 
promote  the  great  ends  of  public  juflice^  the  moft  Gonfift.» 
ent  with  foe  dignity  of  the  houfe,  and  the  privileges  of  the 
other  houfe,  as  well  as  the  beft  mode  for  the  accufed,  who 
wilt  then  be  tried  by  his  peers.  If  this  be  ftill  his  opinion, 
and  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  fit  near  him^  ihall  a  point  of 
form  prevent  them  from  adopting  the  mode  which  they 
think  the  beft  ?  What  do  they  admit  ?  They  admit  that 
the  trial  by  impeachment  is  more  fuitable  to  the  conftiru« 
tinn,  beft  calculated  to  obtain  juftice,  more  confifient  with 
the  charaAer.of  the  objed,  better  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
tlie  crime.  All  thefe  are  great  and  broad  points  fuperior  to 
gny  queftioa  of  form;  and  with  thefe  views  of  the  mati. 
ter,  are  they  now  to  retrad  their  opinions,  and  vote  for  a 
{criminal  infornution  ?  A  right  hon.  gentleman  faid  that  he 
was  not  (atisfied  that  the  qimt:  was  pf  a  nature  that  called 
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for  an  impeachment.  In  diat  opinion  he  will  not>  1  believe^ 
find  nitany  members  of  this  houfe  difpofed  tojoin  him.  But 
alt  all  events  he  has  admitted  that  the  charader  of  the  ob« 
je£l  is  fuch,  that  in  that  view  atleaft  an  impeachment  would 
be  the  preferable  mode  of  proceeding.  But  he  will  i^cotte€k 
one  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  accufation  refts  is  the  im- 
proper application  of  the  public  money,  which  is  admitted 
by  the  noble  lord  hhnfelf.  Let  it  be  pbfcrved,  however, 
that  if  the  noble  lord's  words  are  to  be  taken  hold  of  in 
this  manner,  the  effeA  of  the  whute  of  them  together  ought 
t^  be  ftated.  He  iuLS  not  allowed  that  he  made  any  ufe  of 
the  money  which  he  obtained  for  bis  own  advantage ;  but 
he  has  exprefsiy  declared,  that  be  will  not  difclofe  what  he 
has  done  wkh  one  part  of  it.  This,  furely,  com^  under 
the  defcriptioii  of  a  ftate  crime.  He  has  told  yoii  that  the 
money  has  been  expended  in  feeret  fervices,  which  he  does 
not  feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to  difclofe.  That  is  indubitably 
a  queftion  more  £t  for  the  decifion  6f  the  lords  on  an  tm« 
peachment  than  for  an  ordinary  court  of  law.  Whv  then, 
Dpon  a  coniideration  of  all  thefe  cii^umftances,  I  mnn  agaia 
exprefs  my  furprife  that  any  oppofition  fiiould  be  made  to 
this  motion,  the  objcft  of  which  is  to  give  effiift  to  that 
mode  of  proceeding  which  is  realty  and  fubftanti^Ily  pre^* 
ferable.  If  they  are  of  opinion  that  an  impeachment  is 
the  moft  proper  mode  of  trial,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  con^ 
ceive  -how  they  can  cuunterad  their  own  principles,  and 
oppofe  that  which,  by  theit  own  ddmrffion,  is  upon  the 
whole  by  far  the  .rootl  de6rable.  But  it  is  urged  againft  an 
impeachment,  -that-  the  time  ncceflary  to  bring  it  to  a  con-i 
cicrfion  is  fo  long  that  the  ends  of  juflice  may  be  defeated. 
Here  he  will  mit  be  countenanced  by  many  of  the  gent4e-^ 
men  of  this  houfe.  He  has  raentioDed  the  cafe  of  an  im- 
peachment which  required'  two  years  to  bring  it  forward. 
However,  there  is  no  reafonto>  fuppofe  that-  the  matter  can 
meet  with  any  greater  delay  than  ic  would  do  kt\  a  court  of 
iaw^  It  will  be  begun  immecliately'  after  the  aflemblingof 
parliament.  But,  to  pi'ove  the  delay  that  generally  take!^ 
place  in  impeachments,  we  have  been  told  of  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Haflings.  Can  any  man  really  fuppofe  that  the  piefent 
cafe  is  to  be  compared  with  that  which  lequired  fuch  a  volu*" 
minoua  mafs  of  evidence,  parole  and  written,  fo  many 
documents  from  the  other  fide  of  the  globe,  which  involvi 
ed  fvich  a  variety  of  complicated  matter  ?  If  this  dodrine 
was  to  he  pulhed  to  its  ^tmoft  ^xteot,  what  would  be  the 
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effed  of  it  ?  It  IS  an  argument  that»  ff  allowed  to  weigh  with 
the  boufe^  would  prevent  it  from  ever  exercifing  the  right  of 
impeachment.  Thisrighti  however,  the  houfe  will  not  bo 
dHpofed  to  give  up ;  and  yet  tlie  argument,  if  pufhed  to  it» 
Utmoil  extent,  would  go  thi$  length.  No  cafe  would  ever 
occur,  in  which  it  would  not  upon,  this  principle  be  better 
to  have  recourfe  to .  a  criminal  information  rather  than  an 
impeachment.  One  perfon  did  contend  that  the  criminal 
information  would  in  all  cafes  be  preferable ;  but  few  of 
tbofe  who  now  hear  me  will  be  difjpofed  to  allow  that*  on 
conflitutional  grounds,  a  criminal  information  can,  in  fucb 
a  cafe  as  the  piefent,  be  preferable  to  an  impeachment.  But 
while  I  contend  that  there  i$  no  reafon  to  fuppolc  that  tliif 
profecutiQn  can  occupy  any  great  length  of  time»  I  mud  date 
that  the  cafe  is  fo  complicated  that  there  are  great  doubts 
whether  it  could  be  poffible  that  in  ordinary  courts  of  law 
it  fliould  receive  that  difcuffion  which  will  be  abfoluteJy 
Bcceflary  for  the  purpoCes  of  real  juftice.  We  know  the  va- 
riety uf  matter  that  the  reports  cpatain,  and  the  long  difcuf- 
fion that  took  place  in  this  houfe.  But  if  we  were  fo  long  ia 
coming  to  a  deciiion,  and  found  fo  much  difcuffion  ^ecefiaryt 
what  chance  is  there  that,  within  the  time  to  which  the  atten* 
tion  of  a  jury  mufl  be  limited,  the  cafe  fhould  undergo  that 
full  inveiligation  which  juilice  calls  for  ?  This  proves  tbefa* 
pcriority  of  i\\c  mode  of  impeachment,  in  which  the  fear 
of  delay  appears  to  be  groundlefs*  Well  then,  fir»  tbefo 
are  th.e  arguments  brought  forward  agaiqil  tliis  motion,  aiu) 
thefe  arc  the  anfwers  which  certainly  appear  to  me  to  be 
fatisfa£lory.  Conceiving  that  the  motion  was  given  in  fuU 
time,  and  upon  proper  grounds  ;  confidering  that  potQts  of 
the  utmoft  magnitude  call  loudly  for  an  impeachjnent,  in* 
fiead  of  the  criminal  information  ;  conlidering  that  feveral 
days  have  been  allowed  to  the  houfe  i^  reflet ag^in  otk  the 
matter ;  conlidering  that  tliere  is  only  one  cafe  in  which  an 
information  has  been  reforted  to  in  preference  to  aa  tm* 
peach  men  t ;  confidering  that  every  conftitutional  principie» 
and  every  circumftance  connected  with  the  juftice  of  the 
cafe  and  the  dignity  of  parliament,  call  for  an  impeach* 
ixient ;  I  tiuft  that  no  Ari£t  adherence  to  empty  form  will 
drive  the  houfe  from  the  ufual  mode  of  its  proceeding* 
The  ends  of  juflice  will  not  be  defeated,  nor  is  it  any  in^ 
tention  of  ours  to  do  away  the  eSeSt  of  the  vote  of  the 
lioufe,  as  far  &s  a  criminal  profecution  in  fome  fort  is  con-* 
eerned. .  But  it  is  our  obje(%  to  proceed  in  that  mi^inef 
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which  is  moft  confonant  to  the  ufual  forras  of  the  houfe, 
ht&  calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  jufiice^  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  moft  fatisfa^ory  to  the  feelings  of  the  indivi^ 
duali  in  that  manner  which  is  alloi^^d  to  be  preferable  by 
the  houfe,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  fmall  number. 
Thefe,  iir,  are  the  grounds  on  which  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  prefcAt  motion  ought  t(i  be  agreed  to;  and  I  fhall  fit 
down  with  fome  confidence  that  the  houfe  will  not  allow 
the  comparatively  trifling  confideration  of  forms  to  prevent 
the  Attainment  of  an  object  on  many  accounts  (o  very 
jdcfiraWe. 

Mr.  Whit  tread  then  rok.  When  Cicero,  he  faid,  was 
about  to  deliver  his  oration  for  Mib,  he  was  overawed  by 
Pompey's  troops,  and  his  client  was  banifhed«  He  wrote 
-his  ipeech,  however,  after  he  went  home,  and  fent  it  to 
his  client,  to  confole  him  in  his  baniffament.  Milo  read 
the  oration,  and  obferved,  that  if  it  had  been  read  before 
•his  judges,  he  would  not  th^n  have  been  eating  fuch  good 
fi(h  in  the  place  of  his  baniihment.  [A  loud  Inugb,)  In  like 
inanner,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made 
this  fpcech  on  a  former  day,  he  woirid  not  have  brought 
himfelf,  the  houfe,  and  his  friend,  into  this  awkward  pre- 
dicament. But  it  came  now  too  late,  and  the  advantages 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  his  fpeech  were  Joft. 
Why  did  be  not  before  agree  to  the  impeachment,  and 

J  prevent  the  neoeffity  of  his  having  recourfe  to  thefe  fubter- 
bgcs?  He,  indeed,  preferred  the  mode  of  impeachment, 
undoubtedly,  as  te  had  before  dated  to  the  houfe  ;  but  the 
confideration  of  the  inccnfiftency  that  would  be  fixed  upon 
the  charafter  of  the  houfe,  and  the  bad  precedent  that  might 
be  formed  by  agreeing  to  this  motion,  induced  him  to  forego 
all  the  advantages  that  would-be  derived  from  an  impeach- 
ment, in  preference  to  a  criminal  information.  The  gentle- 
men who  voted  with  him,  however,  notwithftandmg  all  thefe 
inconfifteticies  now  urged  upon  them,  would  feel  a  great 
fattsfadion  in  refieding  that  thofe  who  oppofed  them,  were 
now  obliged  to  come  down,  ftnd  fay  that  after  all  they 
were  right ;  but  they  ought  not  to  be  miflcd  by  this  grati- 
fication from  doing  their  duty  to  th«  houfe  by  preferving 
its  Gonfiftency,  The  vote  of  the  houfe  was  given  not 
by  furprife,  tut  after  a  long  debate  in  one  of  the  fullcft 
^  houfes  that  was  ever  recoUeAed,  and  rhg  main  objcft  was 
to  come  to  a  decifion  on  the  queftion,  whether  there  fhould 
#r  ftouM  not  be  a  criminal  procefs  at  all.    Who  began 
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with  propofing  an  impeachment  ?  It  was  obtruded  by  the 
perfon   now  fpeaking.     Who  -  followed  ?   The  right   bon* 
gentleman  with  his  amendment.     Can  any  one   forget  that 
the  right  hoit.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  warned  what  the 
cfFeft  of  his  vote  would  be  on  the  qoeftion  as  it  ftood  ? 
Might  he  not  have  preferred  the  impeachment  if  he  bad 
chofen  ?  He  now  talked  of  the  fenfe  of  the  mnjority  of  the 
houfe  being  in  bis  favour.     How  was  that  fenfe  to  be  col* 
leftcd  but  by  the  vote  ?  He  oppofed  all  criminal  profecu* 
tion,  and  therefore  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  give  a  pre- 
ference to  one  mode  above  another.     Did   he  not,  along 
.  with,the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  who  faid  that  he  preferred 
our  enmity  to  the  friendfhip  of  the  hon.  gentleman  over 
tbewaVf  vote  againft  the  impeachment  ?  The  country  gen- 
tlemen from  diffidence,  and  not  from  want  of  ability,  fre- 
quently did  not  explain  the  exsL&  grounds  on  which  their 
votes  were  given ;    but  the  right   hon.   gentleman,    who 
wanted  neither  confidence  nor  ability,  chofe  to  fit  iileat. 
He  was  not  accuftomed  to  a  minority,  thougii  even  his 
cabinet  now  was  ^divided  againft  it&lf.     Many   members 
.  had  gone  out  of  town,  who  wifhed  to  be  prefent  at  this 
difcuffion.    This  motion  came  by  furprife.     He  himfclf  dM 
not  kjiow  of  it  till  yefierday,  though  there  had  been  fonie 
rumours  of  fomething  of  (his  fort,  but  nothing  like  a  rego- 
lar  notice.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  might  have  procured 
the  impeachment  before,  but  he  wifhed  to  carry  every  thing 
with  a  high  hand,  and  to  bring  off  Lord  Mcfvifle  without 
any  criminal  profecutiori.     Th'e  fituation  in  which  he  now 
flood  was  the  proper  reward  of  his  own  conduft,  and  if 
nobody  but  himfelf  had  been  affefted  by  it,  it  would  be  no 
great  matter,  but  he  had  involved   the  charaderof  the 
houfe.     When  the  right  hon.  gentleman  defircd  hnn  to  put 
his  hand   upon  his  heart,  and  to  aik  himfelf  this  queftion, 
whether  he  thought  thofe  who  voted  againft  any  profecutioir 
did  not  mean  to  prefer,  by  way  of  punhhraent  on  Lord  Me!-* 
.^villCf  an  impeachment,  to  the  mode  propofed  of  a  criminal 
proceeding  by  information  by  the  attorney-general?    he 
mud  anfwer,  that  he  believed  alt  thofe  gentlemen  wiihed 
in  their  hearts  at  this  moment  there  fliould  be  no  proceeding 
whatever  had  againft  that  noble  lord  ;  and  he  was  nioch 
afraid  of  the  precedent  which  this  motion,  if  carried,  would 
eftablifh ;  for  any  hon.  member,  interefted  in  faving  Xx>rd 
Melville  from  the  inconvenience  of  any  profecution,  might 
.hereafter  cora^,  when  the  houfe  was'ftill  thinner  than  at 
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prefcnty  and  fay,  we^have  refcioded  one  refulutton  already^ 
whj.fhould  we  not  now  refctnd  the  other'  and  fo  they  might 
endcavouv  to  perfuade  the  houfe  of  commons  they  ought 
not  to  go  on  with  any  trial  at  all   againft  Lord  Melville. 
But  the  right  hon,  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  obierved,  that 
the  boufe  had  already  refcinded  the  refolution  which  had 
been  entered  into  on  aforoier  occaiionfor  a  civil  fuit  againft 
Lord  Melville.    The  obvious  anfwer  to  that  was,  that  |iew 
fads  bad  appeared  fince  that  fuit  wa&  inftitutedy  and  the 
houie  on.  thofe  fa&s  had  changed  tt9  opinion  ;  as   upon  a 
change  of  faftsany  body  of  men,  as  well  as  the  houfe  of 
comoionsy  might  change  their  opinion,  and  this  the  houfe 
had  done,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours  of  the  right  hon; 
gentleman  to  perfuade  the  members  that  no  criminal  ^ro^ 
ceedihg  whatever  ought  to  be  adopted.     As  to  the  fubjeft 
of  what  was  called  the  notice  to  the  houfe  that  this  meafure 
would  be  propofed,  he  thought  it  in  fubftance.  whatever  it 
iDflffbt  be  in  forno,  fo  unparliamentary,  fo  dTiiatisfaAoryy 
ana  really  Co  indecorous  to  the^hoiife  of  commons,  that  ho 
hardly  knew  bow  to  fprak  of  it  as  it  merited  with  decorum 
to  the  houfi?.     He  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  brought  forward  bis  motion  for  the , 
impeachment^  and  to  th6  mode  in  which  the  amendment 
was  moved  by  the  right  hon^  gentleman  (^Vlr.  Bond).  It  was 
laid  that  thU,  aojtendment  was  as  much  without  notice  as 
tbe  motion,,  ai^  more  fo,  and  yet  there  was  no  complaint 
made  againft  it  pn  tbat-aqcount»  which  was  very  true  :  but 
it  was  an  amendment growing  naturally  out  of  the  fubjeft, 
and  could  be.no  furprife  to  tbe  houfe ;  for  every   perion 
-having  any  meafure  tp  propofe  muftbe  prepaied.  to  meet  an 
amendment  to  t^t  motion,  efpeoially  if  it  fhould  happen 
to  partake  of  the  character  of  the  motion  itfeif,  which  was 
the  cafe  of  that  amendment.  ,  ^hd'here  I>e  ipufl  obferve, 
that  it  was.  to  be  collected  .frona  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  • 
lord  himfelf   who  was  the  ob]ji?£t  of  %thc(e   proccjedings, 
whil^  be  ftood  on  the  floor  and^ddreffcd  thfe  houle,  that  he 
preferred  the  mode  of  a  criminal  proceeding  in  a  court  of 
jttftice.to  an  impeachment,  if  he  muft  encounter  either, 
although  be  certainly  objetfted  to  both  ;  for  he  had  (lated, 
among  other  things,  that  it  was  impofliblc  the  houfe  could 
condllently  with  jufticc  impeach  him,  when  fo  many  peers 
bad  already    fpoken  fo  decidedly  againli  him,  4nd  before 
they  &ad  heaird  any  thing  of  his  calc,  but  that  which  was 
founded  on  no  better  authoiity  than  rutnour ;  and  believt;d, 
.      Vol.  III.    ibOb.  3  O  .     that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^M  raS  PAALIAMBNtARV  UOIfimL  iGMmMte, 

that  if  be  was  brought  before  a  jury^  which  ^  feeined  to 
exped,  that  he  had  been  placed  in  a  iituation  which  the 
meaneft  cottager  in  this  country  would  have  a  right  to  Gom- 
plain  of»  if  it  were  his  own  cafe  ;  for  that  ail  thofe  who 
were  likely  to  fit  as  jurymen  upon  bis  trial  had  been  prgo- 
diced  i^aioft  him,  by  what  had  beeo  already  publiibed 
on  that  fubjeft.    The  noble  lord  bad  evidently  preferred 
the  trial  by  jury  to  that  of  impeachment,  in  the  event  af 
Us  being  compelled  to  encounter  either.    He  feemed  <iow» 
if  the  conduA  of  bis  friends  was  an  indication  of  his  waflies, 
to  have  changed  his  mind,  and  to  wifli  for  an  impeachnieat 
.  as  the  lefler  evil  of  the  two.    He  could  have  wiAied  to  adopt 
the  mode  moft  agreeable  to  the  feelings  and  the  wiflies  of 
the  noble  lord,  provided  they  were  coniiftent  with  jufiice ; 
but  the  conduAof  the  friends  of  the  noble  lord  had  put  that 
compliance  out  of  his  power.    The  right  hon»  geatlenna 
(Mn  Pitt)  had  obferved  that  impeachment  was  the  bulwadc 
of  the  conftitution,  and  that  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  not 
decide  againfk  that  mode  on  account  of  the  delay  which 
took  place.    Certainly  he  (hould  not  fuffer  any  thing  id 
interrupt  the  r^ht  of  tbe  boofe  of  commons  to  impeach 
any  perfon  on  a  fit  occafion )  but  he  appceheiided  the  quef- 
tion  upon  that  point  to  be  deci<!fed»  and  it  was  the  £iuitof 
sninifters  if  wroaglv  decided}  for  they  were  warned  of.it 
over  and  over  again  before  they  voted  againft  the  impeach- 
meat,  and  afterwards  before  the  houfe /Came  ta  the  refoiu* 
tion  it  adopted.    As  to  the  difficuldes  which  weie  felt  by 
the  law  officer  of  the  crown,  he  muft  obfenre,  that  there 
were  other  men  of  great  eminence  in  tHe  |Nrofieffion  of  the 
law  who  did  not  fee  the  iame  difficulties  is  4thla  cafe  as  the 
attorney«gtneral  had  ftated ;  andalthough  belhould  beiorry 
the  public  ihould  foftfitn.tbe  lob  ti£  that  learned- gentleman's 
fervices^  yet  he  had  too.  much  fpirlt  to  wilh  to  continoe  in  a 
iituation  the  dutiea  of  which  wouid  be  painful  ta  him*  and 
where  the  public  had  fo  diitA  an  interw  in  their  perfomi- 
ance«    He  ought  not  to  come  to  his  clients  for  infiruQioas 
howtooondu&  their  cattf&;  they  ought  ratl^r  to  aik  bira, 
*  than  he  them,  whkh  way  the  caufe  was  to  he  carried  on  ; 
he  ought  either  to  cond«i£):  the  caufe,  or  gpve  up.his^brief. 
The  teirned  gentleman  bad  faid  on  a  former  occafioA  that 
it  was  improper  to  vote  a  trial  of  Lord  Melville  by  iBforma- 
tion  in  a  court  of  jufiice,  becai|fe  there  was  no  doubt^  of  bis 
l»al  guilt,  and  there  was  therefore  a  certainty  of  his  con- 
viAion:;  -iiow  he  had  often  heard  it  ailigncd  as  a  reafon  that 
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a  man  fliould  not  be  pat  on  his  trial  becaofe  there  was  a 
certainty  of  bis  acquktalt  but  this  was  the  fpA  time  he  ever 
beard  that  a  perfon  fliotiid  not  be  put  on  his  trial  becaofe 
tfiere  was  a  certainty  of  his  convi&icn^  With  regaitf  to  the 
fubjeA  of  the  IO,OOOL  received  by  Lord  kfetvilie,  ibme 
<SfSculties  bad  been  ftarted  on  accofunt  of  its  banng  been 
feceived  before  the  aft  of  parliaibent  pafled  which  the  noble 
lord  was  Charged  with  having  offended  againik  Tliat  was 
very  true,  but  the  difficulty  flated  appeared  to  him  eafily 
fiutnounted,  becaufe  the  noble  ford  received  tlie  money  be- 
fore the  aA  of  parliament,  yet  he  continued  to  poflbls  it 
after  the  ad,  which  was  equally  criminal.  He  then  took 
notice  of  the  difference  which  had  taken  place  on  thisocca*^ 
fion  between  the  different  parts  of  the  boufe»  and  what  bad 
been  faid  of  the  43  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  conftituted 
the  majority  of  the  houfe,  by  whofe  votes  the  prefentpr^c- 
cution  bad  been  determined,  which,  he  faid,  conveyed  ta 
the  public  >this  anomaly,  that  one  part  of  the  )L\n^%  cabinet 
voted  diredly  againftthe  other— [aUuding  to  the  friends  of 
Ix>rd  Sidmouth  voting  one  way»  and  tbofe  of  Mr.  Pitt 
the  otherj  But  fuppofing  this  impeachment  to  be  carried, 
be  fliouid  like  to  know  who  were  to  be  the  managers  of  it? 
Were  they  to  be  chofen  from  tbofe  who  had  already  faid  fo 
mCich,  and  divided  fo'fteadily  againft  all  prbfecution  of  Lord 
Melville  ?  in  which  cofi^  if  it  ultimately  failed,  the  public 
would  doubt  the  fihcerity  of  its  oanduA:  or  werelfaey  to  be  as 
committees,  having  the  majority  on  the  fide  of  the  aiiBifter» 
and  a  few,  to  fave  appearances,  taken  from  tbo&  who  were 
adverfe  td  Lord  Melville ;  if  fo,  he  defired  the  houfe  to  con# 
fider  the  effeft  of  fnch  a  courie  of  proceeding.  Should  &e 
lot  fall  upon  him  to  be  one  of  the  managers  of  fuch  an  im* 
peachment,  be  (hould  regret  being  pot  into  that  fituation  i 
but  (uch  was  his  determination  to  pimfue  this  meafiice  with  a 
view  of  coming  ultimately  at  the  ends  of  juftice,  that  ho 
Ihould  ufe  his  dtmoft  exertions  lor  that  purpose,  in  whatever 
company  be  Ihould  be  placed :  he  ea^iefiiy  wifliod  the  hoofo 
however  to  confider  what  it  was  doing,  and  to  avoid  eftab* 
lilhing  a  precedent  by  which  its  fordoer  proceedii^  might 
be  overturned  alrogether,  than  which  he  knew  of  nothing 
more  fraught  with  danger ;  and  therefore,  to  avoid  that 
danger,  and  to  preferve  the  confiftency  of  the  hoofe,  bo 
Ihould  adhere  to  its  original  refolution. 

Gewral  Lenok  thought  thafy  according  to  the  dignity  of 
the  subject,  the  ns^ure  of  ibe  cbai^ge,  the  rank  of  the  dmn»> 
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dsoitj  the  current  of  precedenti  and  the  analogy  of  reason 

uppn  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  the  noble  viscount 
ought  to  be  tried  by  his  peers  by  impeachment,  and  notify 
any  infeiior  tribunal,  however  respectable ;  for  which  reasonsr 
he  should  vote  for  an  impeachment. 

.  The  Attorney  General  laid  aside  all  considenftion  of  himself 
or  any  other  individual  who  might  happen  to  be  attomey^-ge* 
neralj  when  a  question  of  this  nature  catne  to  be  discussed,: 
but  proceeded  to  lay  before  the  house  some  of  the  difficulties 
which  would  unavoidably  attend  the  prosecution  by  criminal 
information,  and  which  might  be  avoided  if  an  impeachment 
was  adopted^  He  had  before  saiil,  what  he  now  repeated^ 
that  on  the  legal  gtiilt  of  my  Lord  Melville,  that  of'lus  con^ 
nivance  in  the  misapplication  by  Mr.  Trotter  of  the  public 
money,  there  was  no  question;  thero-was  evidence  competent 
to  prove  that  fact,  as  it  appeared  before  the  commissioners  of 
naval  inquiry,  from  the  declarations  made  before  them. 
That  was  established  out  of  the  mouth  of  Lord  Melville  him* 
self)  but  that  was  not  the  difficulty  of  the  case,  and  he  had 
stat4Bd  formerly,  the  difficulties  whith  occurred  to  him  on 
this  subject,  not  as  to  the  mode  of  the  prosecution,  so  mucb 

-as  to  the  topics  to  be  selected  on  which  to  found  the  infor- 
mation. His  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bond)  had  stated  that 
one  part,  namely,  that  which  related  to  Mr.  Jeliicoe,  ^ould 
be  omitted,  on  which  gentlemen,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house,  did  not  seem  to  have  made  up  their  minds ;  but  that 
on  which  he  wanted  instruction  from  the  house  was,  not  on 
the  legal  course  he  should  take  as  to  the  topics  he  should  se^^ 
lect  for  prosecution;  but  whether,  while  he  pi^oceeded  against 
L(H*d  Melville  criminally,  he  was  to  proceed  civilly  against 
Mr;  Trotter  ?  Whether,  if  he  did  so,  he  shotM,  notwith- 
standing, make  use  of  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Trotter  against 
Lords  Melville  ?  Whether  he  could,  without  an  ii^ngement 
on  the  privileges  of  the  house  of  commons,  call  on  any  one 
of  it&  members,  or  any  other  parson,  to  be  a  witness  on  the 

,  trial,  and  give  testimony  of  what  was  said  by  Lord  Melville 
in  his  oyrn  behalf  in  that  house  on  the  night  bf  the  debate 
previous  to  the  vote  for  his  pihoseoution  ?  These  were  points 
on  which-  he  owned  he  should  wish  for  the  direction  of  the 
house  if  this  prosecution  'Was  to  be  carried  on.  Another 
point  worthy  of  consideration,  although  not  much  thotight  of 
by  a  great  part  ol  th^  house,  was,  where  thc^Misr^  should- be 
said,  because  nothing  was  better  established-  in  Westniinster 
Hall  than  this;  that  if  the  veftue mshidin  XKXido^i  he  could 

not 
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^ot  give  evideiice  of'-any  thing  that  was  done  in  Middlesex  ; 
^r  ittlike  venue  was  laid  in  Muldiesex,  he  could  not  give  evi*'* 
diAce  of  any  t];iing  that  was  done  in  London  ;  and  yet  there 
ipight  be  actions  partly  dene  in  one,  and  partly  in  the  other, 
the  difficulties  of  which  would  be  much  more  sei^ious  impe«- 
diments  to  the  trial  m  -a  court  of  justice  than  gentlemen  not 
^nccustomed  to  legal  process  might  imagine ;  and  they  were 
unavoidable  in  vlegal  process ,  in  any  court  of  justice  inferior 
to  the  high  court  of  parliament,  none  of  which  would  be  felt 
there  upoa  impeachment.     He  then  took  .notice  of  the  case 
of  Lord  Halifax,  and  thought  it  was  a  very  umnviting  prece* 
dent  even  for  superior  expedition,  for  it  lasted  two  years  and 
an  half»  of  which  he  gave  the  history,  and  considered  it  as  a 
precedent  quite  unworthy  of  being  followed.    With  reference 
to  what  the  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  01:1  the  subject  of  the 
management  of  tlvs  impeachment,  if  the  house  should  agree 
to  it,  his  idea  was,  that  in  that  event  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
first  brought  this  subject  forwaxxl,  should  stand  precisely  in 
the  same  situatioa  as  if  he  had  succeeded  in  his  motion  tor 
the  impeachraent,  in  which  he  himself  would,  as,  of  course, 
ht  nominated  as  the  first  manager  of.  the  impeachment;  that 
he  should  draw  up  the  articles  of  the  impeachment,  and  that 
he  and  his  friends  should  nominate  all  the  other  managers  of  . 
that  knpcachment.     As  to  what  had  been  called  the  consist^ 
ency  bf  the  house,  and  so  much  pressed  into  the  service  of 
this  debate,  he  must  be  .allowed  to  observe  that  the  vote  now 
standing  on  the  journals  of  the  house  was  the  eStct  of  inad- 
vertency, and  there  was  no  form  by  which  the  house  was  re«* 
ftrained  from  jresciodii^  it,  or  the  house  would  have  been  in-> 
formed  to  tliat  efiect  from  the  chair,  and  the  present  question 
could, not  be  piit«     It  was,  in  short,  an  error,  and  those  who 
eddied  so  loudly  on  the  house  to  preserve  its  consistency, 
caUed  only  for  t^ait  species  of  donsisteticy  which  is  main- 
tained by  a  continuance  in  error*.    But  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  ^the  house  took  delight  in  telling   ministers : 
**  If  it  be  ^n  error,  the  error  is  your  own ;  you  brought  the. 
house  Into  it,and  you  shall  sot  call  on  the  house  to  correct  your 
own -error,"-   Now,  supposing  that  to  be  true,  what  was  the 
conclusion  ?     V/hat  was  the  consequence  to  the  house,  if  it 
had  fallen  into  an  error,  who  led  them  into  it  ?    Suppose 
the  error  originated  with  ministers ;  on  whom  did  th^ir  op- 
ponents propose  to  be  revenged  ?  not  on  those  who  were  the 
cause  of  the  errior,  but  on  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  con- 
ftitutioa  pid  the-  people  of  the  British  empire,  whose  inte- 
rests 
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rests  in  the  grand  tnqoest  of  the  natioti^Wre  to  be  sstcrificedj 
because  ministers  happened  to  have  £illen  into  a  mistake.  He 
maintained  that  on  the  sobject  of  notice  in  this  case  it  was 
obondant,  and  was  by  no  means  a  proper  matter  of  complaint^ 
and  thei'cforc  there  was  no  ground  for  saying  that  the  honse 
was  in  any  degree  precluded  from  proceeding  by  way  of  im* 
peachment ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  now  an  opportunity  of 
preferring  that  as  the  most  constitutional,  and  in  every  sense 
the  best  adapted  mode  to  be  pursued  upon  this  occasion,  and 
be  hoped  the  house  would  nevdr,  for  the  sake  of  a  nominal 
consistency,  persist  in  an  opinion  that  was  clearly  crroncbust. 

Mr.  Fax  paid  many  handsome  comt^iments  to  the  talents 
and  the  perseverance  which  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
liad  displayed  on  this  occasion,  which  had  been  so  highly  ho- 
nourable to  himself,  and  of  such  signal  advantage  to  his  conn* 
try.  He  maintained  that  this-  error,  which  the  friends  of 
Ldrd  Melville  were  now  of  a  sudden  so  ready  to  confess  they 
fcad  fallen  into,  was  not  on  account  of  any  negligence  in 
them,  for  they  had  been  very  active  in  every  stagtf  of  the  prt>- 
ceeding,  although  they  now  appeared  so  much  to  lament  theor 
error,  as  they  caHed  it.  The  truth  was,  they  had  opposed 
every  measure  for  the  prosecution,  and  expected  to  carry  thehr 
Object  in  protecting  Lord  Melville  with  a  high  hand;  but 
being  disappointed  in  that  expectation,  they  had  made  up 
iheir  mind  that  an  impeachment  would  be  inore  feVouraMe 
to  Lord  Melville  than  a  criminal  information  in  a  court  of 
justice,  and  therefore  did  they  propose  that  course  to  be  notr 
taken,  althmtgh  at  one  time  they  had  labotord  most  ttrcnu- 
onsly  to  persuade  the  house  that  Lord  Melvillfe  ought  not  to 
be  impeached  at  all.  As  to  notice  of  this  motion,  he  thought 
it  impossible  to  consider  any  thing  that  had  been  said  on  that 
subject  to  deserve  that  title.  He  asked  why  the  right' hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  wheff  his  own  case  had  been  discussed, 
did  not  take  the  opportunity  of  giving  notice  tfaeil  that  tis&s 
subject  was  to  be  bJrought  forward,  when  there  was  a  full 
house  to  hear  it  ?  But  no  notice  whatever  was  taken  for  a 
week,  and  on  the  vei*y  first  division  which' took  place  after 
that  on  the  prosecution  of  Lord  Melville,  there  were  present 
not  so  many  by  an  hundred  members  as  oti  that  division  ;  for 
the  truth  was,  that  a  great  number  of  members  who  did  not 
equally  mix  in  the  concerns  of  the  house  were  |)resent  ait  the 
division  on  the  subject  of  ^he  prosecution  of  Lord  Melville^ 
and  they  had  gone  away  under  a  perfect  conviction  that  the 
aBait^  was  over ;  and  they  would  be  astonished  to  hear^  if,  in* 

deeds 
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dteedy  diey  should  Jicar,  ifatt/their  resolution  had  been  rescind- 
•eds  a  thing  whidi  could  not  be  done  while  there  was  such  ;k 
thing  as  shame  left  in  that  house,  until  not  only  due  notice 
shoiSd  begffefiy  so.  as  to  enable  evSery  individual  member  who 
had  abready  voted  on  thk  subject  to  be  present,  (because,  if 
there  was  to  be  any  rerisian,  it  should  be  a  revision  by  di 
those  whose  act  it  was,)  but  also  until  the  house  sho^Jd  be 
called  over,  for  otherwise  a  minority  of  the  house,  (as  it  was 
au>w  evidently  much  thinner  than  when  the  resolution  passed) 
-would  rescind  the  act  of  the  majority;  a  thing  most  alarming 
tn  point  of  precedent,  because  it  would  establish  this  point« 
that  whenever  a  minister  was  prosecuted  for  any  thing,  ^nd  a 
-taiXL  house  had  decided  on  the  mode  of  that  prosecution,  he 
irould  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  keep  his  friends  toge- 
ther, to  wait  for  a  comparatively  thin  house,  and  then  proceed 
Tie  KKind  the  xesohitum.     It  had  been  said  that  the  present 
leaoltttion  was  the  act  of  the  minority  of  the  house,  that  it 
was  the  act  of  only  forty^^three  members,  and  that  the  present 
motion  was  conformable  to  the  real  wishes  of  the  majority  of 
the  honse.  This  species  of  defence  was  very  suspicious,  when 
4t  came  from  the  friends  of  Lord  Melville,  who  professed  a  ^ 
xeot  hostility  to  every  measure  that  had  for  its  object  the  pro- 
aecutton  of  Lord  Melville,  and  was  a  deference  paid  not  to 
.the  .majority,  as  appeared  by  the  vote  of  the  house,  but  to  ai& 
souighiary  majority  against  that  vote  >  that  was  to  say,  a  defe- 
rence to  the  imaginary  sense,  and  a  contempt  for  the  express-  ' 
.led  sense  >of  the  bouse  pf  commons  ;  for  although  it  was  clear 
that  some  mtmbers  who  voted  against  the  impeachment,  did 
openly  declare  they  preiGerred  that  mode  to  that  of  a  criminal 
sproseeution  by  the  attorney  general,  if  either  the  one  or  the 
« other  must  be  adopted,  yet  he  knew  no  way  of  making  that 
inference  with,  reg^  to  all  those  who  gave  silent  votes  on 
that  night*    He  mi^  admit  a  man  to  insist  on  his  cjLpces- 
.aions  against  his  acuons  in  some  cases,  when  he  might  tiave 
:  acted  wi(h  a  view  which  was  not  answered,  and  where  he 
.was  pot  to  a  choice  between  two  evils,  which  he  did  not  fore- 
see-, but  how  .he  was  to  infer,  that  a  man  who  said  nothing, 
,  and  acted  in  one  decisive  ws^,  meant  the  reverse  of  his  action, 
.  he  vipas  at  a  loss  to  comprehend ;  and  yet  that  was  precisely 
.  the  situation  of  the  mass  of  the  house,  on  the  division  on  the 
.prosecution  of  Lord  Melville.     As  to  the  forty-three  mem- 
bers who  were  supposed  to  have  turned  the  scale,  it  must  be 
observed,  that  the  house  was  so  fiill,  and  the  other  two  sides 
were  sc^ .  near  each  other^  forty^three  was  a  very  considerable 

numjbcr. 
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numb^i  considering  who  and  what  deso-iptioa  of  persom 
they  were ;  for  altfamgh  all  members  of  that  house  were  jiM« 
ly  considered  equal,  yet  there  was  nothing  irr^ular  in  payittg 
respect  to  gentlemen  on  account  of  circumstances  besides  that 
of  mere  numerical  importance*  Why  then  did  he  prefer  the 
mode  which  the  house  had  already  adopted,  to  the  pother 
which  he  had  formerly  been  so  desirous  of  obbuning  $  name* 
ly,  that  of  impeachment  ? — (for  he  confessed  that,  on  the 
whole  of  the  matter,  he  should,  if  this  case  had  not  been  de-> 
cided,  prefqr  an  impeachment  to  a  prosecution  by  the  attor* 
ney-general,  although  that  was  not  a  point  unworthy  of  con- 
sideration, for  it  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  during  the  pe- 
riod Lord  Melville  had  been  in  administration,  no  less  than 

'  between  seventy  and  eighty  members  of  the  raffper  house  had 
been  created,  and  which  must  naturally  be  supposed  to  have 
some  possible  influence  on  the  decision  of  this  questjon)^— but 
why  did  he,  preferring  as  he  did  an  impeachment  to  any 
of  her  on  the  whol^  of  die  matter,  now  prefer  the  mode  c« 
prosecution  already  voted?  He  preferred  it  becaine  it  was 
the  vote  of  the  house  of  commons,  as  full  a  house,  vmh  the 
exception  of  three  divisions,  as  ever  he  had  the  honour  of  at- 
tending; because  it  was  essential  to  such  a  prosecution  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  house  should  be  in  its  fevour,  which 
could  not  be  the  case  if  the  resolution  should  be  rescinded. 
There  was  'no  question  upon  the  l^ality  of  the  present  vote. 
The  house  of  lords  made  no  complaint  on  the*  point  of  priTi- 
lege  i  nor  could  they,  for  the  case  of  Lord  Halifax,  if  good 
for  nothing  else,  was  conclusive  as  a  precedent  iH  to  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  for  no  objection  was  aaade  ta  it,  and  it  was 
most  clear  that  the  privilege  of  a  peer  did  not  extend  to 
anything  in  the.way  of  privilege  on  his  trial,  except  when 
conviction  might .  affect  either  life  or  limb,  as  was  ma- 
nifest in  the  case  of  Lord  Abingdon,  and  a  noble  friend 
of  his,  Lord  Thanetj  both  of  ^whom  were  ttiei  in  the 

.  court  of  king's  bench,  and  imprisoned  by  orda:  of  that  court: 
nor  was  the  hardship  of  such  mode  of  trial  such  as  some  gen- 
tlemen would  suggest,  for  the  challenge  to  the  jury  was  very 
extensive,  and  as  to  the  inqieachment  there  was  no  challenge, 
although  in  point  of  fact  many  peers  must  naturally  be  the  object 
of  challenge  with  the  {»x>9ecutors  of  Lord  Melville,  if  there  ex- 
isted any  such  right  in  them,  on  account  of  the  partiality  they 
must  have  for  that  noble  lord.  This  prosecution  had  been 
nipst  gloriously  c^mducted  hitherto;  the  house  of  commons 
stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  its  constituents  for  it$  conduct 
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<m  this  occasion ;  its  vow  ought  to  be  regarded  as  sacred,  at 
least  by  any  house  of  conunons,  or  rather  the  same  house  of 
commoDSy  with  on  inferior  mimber  tif  members  in  it  to  those 
who  had  come  to  the  resolution  now  in  force;  nothing  ^lort 
of  the  very  same  number  could  with  any  thing  of  decency 
think  of  rescinding  that  resohiticui.  He  resisted  this  motion^* 
therefore^  on  the  general  and  broad  principle,  that  the  house 
Ought  to  respect  its  own  proceedings,  tbuit  the  cxmstitutioti' 
requires  the  house  to  shew  that  respect  in  all  caseb,  exr 
cept  where  any  thing  which  it  has  done  be  manifestly  erro- 
neous; which  could  not  be  the  case  here,  for  it  wasnotdisput- 
ed|-  nor  wsls  there  any  difficulty  to  be  found  in  the  course  of 
the  proceeding  insuperable,  for  the  attorney  general  might 
have  the  aid.  of  many  learned  members  in.  the  house,  as  to  the 
n^iOde  of  framing  the  information,  particularly  of  one  very 
lewned  person  now  in  the  house,  {alluding^  as  nvas  undiritood^ 
to  tbt  learned pUadtTy  Mr.  JVood^.  Consickaring  all  these  mat- 
ters,, considering  the  character  of  the  house  of  commons,  con** 
sidering  the  interest  the  public  had  taken  in  that  character,  and* 
how  essential  to  the  public  it  wasto  preserve  that  cfiaracCt)*;  butj' 
above  all,  considering  the  most  alarming  danger  of  establish- 
ing a  precedent  by  which  any  minister  of  state,  against  whom  ' 
any  prosecution  was  ordered  by  a  fullJiouse,  might  totally  de*- 
feat  that  proceeding  by  a  thinner  home  afterwards,  nnder^the 
pretence  of  a  revision,  (for  if  this  vote  was  rescinded  noW| 
there  was  nothing  to  hinder  any  other  member  from  ifioving 
to  rescind  the  impeachment  akogether,}  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  support  Ae  present  resolntion  of  the  house ;  to  resist 
aqy  attack  made  upon  it  under  any  pretence  wfaateverf  and  the- 
more  especially  ^  those  who  hakd  always  professed  an  hosti- 
lity towards  every  measure  that  tended  to  the  punishment  of 
Lofd  Melville,  and  therdore  he  moved  that  the  other  orders- 
of  the  day  he  now  read. 

Mr*  Hiley  uiddii§gtcn  said  hie  prinsipal  object  in  rising  at 
that  time,  was  to  assure  the  house  that  the  opinion  which  he 
had  given  on  a  former  night  concerning  this  subject,  sfill  re- 
mained unaltered.  He  felt  some  anxiety  lest  it  should  be  sup- 
posed that  he  had  changed  his  mind.  He  gave  it  as  his  opit^ion 
that  the  course  of  proceeding  which  the  house  afterwards 
agreed  to,  of  the  prosecution  being  carried  on  by  the  attorney 
general,  was  the  most  moderate  and  lenient  that  could  bc» 
adopted.  He  thought  so  stilL  He  wished  the  proceeding  t^ 
be  carried  on  with  the  least  possible  d<^lay  and  expence.  H« 
knew  very  well  that  proceedings  by  impeachment  were  oftta 
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prottacted  to  an  extraorcUnary  length  of  tiinei  that  thcj  were 
attended  with  enormous  expence,  and  that  by  such  a  prosecu- 
tion the  noUe  lord  might  become  deeply  intoWed  in  pecnni- 
ary  embarrassments^  and  suffer  a  long  and  continued  anxiety 
of  mind.    It  was  on  this  accounthe  wished  for  the  less  vex- 
atious mode*    N(me  should  grieve  more  thap  himself  at  find- 
ing the  noble  lord  subjected  to  these  increased  difficulties^  as 
no  man  would  rejoice  more  than  himself  at  finding  him  ac- 
quitted of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge.     He  conceived  the 
only  question  to  be  determined  was,  whether  the  house  would 
be  acting  inconsistent,  if  it  adopted  the  motion  now  prefcxred. 
He  admitted  that  occasions  might  occur,  when  the  house 
might  with  propriety  rescind  its  own  resolutions. 

Jfr.  R.  Dundas  (son  to  Lord  Melville),  for  one,  had  thought, 
and  still  did  think,  that  the  mode  of  prosecution  by  impeach- 
ment was  that  which  should  have  been  preferred  :  because, 
although  it  was  so  tedious,  yet  it  was  one  most  befitting  the  si- 
tuation and  Tank  of  the  person  to  be  tried,  and  best  calculated 
to  promote  the  ends  of  justice.     It  was  the  mode  Lord  Mel- 
ville himself  wished  for.     With  respect  to  notice  having  been 
given  of  another  mode  of  prosecution  being   about  to  be 
moved  for,  he  could  assure  gentlemen  that  Lord  Melville  had 
been  completely  ignorant  of  such  a  thing  being  about  to  take 
place,  until  two  hours  before  he  entered  the  house  on  the  day 
when  the  impeachment  was  moved.     As  to  the  lenity  of  Aat 
species  of  prosecutton  ordered  by  the  house,  the  gentleman 
who  moved  it  mi^t  be  actuated  by  such  a  motive;  but  for  his 
own  part  he  could  not  feel  that  there  was  any  lenity  in  a  pro- 
ceeding that  todk  Lord  Melville  to  a  species  of  trial  which  was 
inconsistent  with  propriety,  and  with  die  rank  which  belonged 
to  him.    He  was  not  bound  to  say  that  all  the  gentlemen  who 
were  for  prosecuting,  by  means  of  the  attorney  general,  voted 
for  this,  as  the  most  lenient  mode  j  although  he  bdieved  some 
voted  with  such  vkws.   He  did  not  wish,  unaccustomed  as  be 
was  to  sp^ak  in  public,  tp  trouble  the  house  with  «ny  more 
observations  ;  but  he  should  conclude  with  votnig  for  the  mo- 
tion: 

Mr.  Ker  opposed  the  motion  for  impeadunent.    Hie  house 
then  divided,  on  the  motion  for  proceeding  to  the  orders  of 
the  day : 

Ayes     ---------     143 

Noes      --------     166 

Majority  against  Mr.  Fox's  motion    —23 
.  The  question  for  the  impeachment  was  then  cairied  without 
a  division.  Mr; 
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Mr:Whitbfead  \^8^afterwat'd«  appointed  rti^na^er  of  th«  im- 
peachment, and  directed  to  go  the  following  day  to  the  lords 
and  acquaint  them  with  the  determination  of  the  commons* 
An  order  was  also  made  for  appointing  a  committee  to  draw 
up  the  articles  of^*  impeachment. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

WED>IB$DAY|  JUNE  2^.. 

The  house  Was  occnpicd  for  a  considdral^e  time  on  tlic 
Rous  peerage  $  to  be  ftn^thar  proceeded  in  on  Fciday. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORP  MELVIXJL£« 

A. message  being  announced  from: the  house  of  commons^' 

Mr.  Whitbready  introduced  by  the  black  rod^  advanced  CO 
the  bar,  attended  by  the  following  menibers  i 

Mr.  Grey,  Lord  Temple,  Lord  H.  Petty,  Mr.  FoK,.  Mi\ 
Windham,  Mr.  Hv  Combe^  Sir  R.  Buxton,:  Mr.  Shaw  Ler 
fcvre,  Mr.  Creevej',  Mr.  WUberforce,  Mr.  R.  Thornton^  Mn 
Pdham,  Lord  A.  Hamilton^  Mr.  Corwen^  Mr.  Wol.  BUot, 
Mr-  Bankes,  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne,  Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne,, Mr; 
Plumer,  Mr.  St.  Jofan^  Mr.  James  Martin^'  Mr.  Tiemey,'Mn 
G.  Johnstone,  Mr.  P.  Moore,  Sir  W.  Elford>  Sir  W.  Bur-^ 
roughs,  LordMarshMni&c.     '     . 

As  soon  as  Mr.Whitbread  reached  the  bar,,  he  read' the 
fidlosiring  message  from  the  commons,  and  ddivered  it*  into 
the  bands  off  the  lord  chancellor : 
"  My  Lords, 

'<  The  commotio  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Irel^id  in  pariiament  assembled,,  hafve  commanded  mc  to 
impeach  Hebry,  Lord  Viscount  Mdtille,  of  high  arimie&  and 
misdemeanors.  And  I  do  here,  in  their  names,  and  ill  the 
names  of  all  the  commons  of  (the'imited  kingdom,  impeach 
the  said  Henry,  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  of  iugh  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.  And  I  am  fiirther  commanded  by  the  house 
of  commons  to  acquaaot  your  lordships,  that  they  will  in  due 
time  exhibit  particular  articles  against  him,  and  make  good 
the  same." 

Mr.  Whitbread  and  tlic  other  members  then  retired^  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor  read  the  message  from  the  woolsack. 

The  biHs  on  the  table  vretc  then  forwarded  in  tbeir  respec** 
live  stages* 

3  P  2  Their 
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Their  lordships  made  some  further  progress  in  the  stipcn* 
diary  curates'ibill  j  after  which  the  house  a4)ourne4. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE   26. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  an  account  of  the  effective 
strength  of  the  regular  army  on  the  ist  of  June*  Ordered  to 
he  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson  presented  certain  accounts  rela- 
tive to  naval  stores  in  the  dock-yards,  pursuant  to  the  or- 
der of  the  house.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the.  tablet  and  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Rose  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Thames  cartsige 
and  ballattage  bill.  The 'amendments -were  agreed  to»  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  the  house^  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  seamen's  encouragement  bill, 
and  the  bark  stealing  prevention  billj  without  any  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  ofBce  of  the  chief  secretary  for  Ire- 
land, ppnented  an.  account,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  granted  by  the  parhament  of 
Ireland  to  the  directors  general  of  inland  navigation  in  Ire- 
land, had  been  disposed  of.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Robert  Dundas  brought  up  the  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Leith  harbour  j  read  a  first  time,  to  be  read  a  second 
time.  • 

The  Irish  loyalist  compensation  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
nnd  passed.  Mr.  Vansittart  took  that  opportunity  of  stating, 
that,  with  respect  to  another  commission  to  which  allusion 
had  been  made  on  a  former  day^  he  had  the  assurance  of  the 
Irish  government,  that,.as  soon  as  the  claims  now  before  them 
should.be  disposed  of,  the  commis^on  would  be  put  an  end 
to,  which  would  probably  take  place  before  the  term  fixed 
by  this  bill  for  the  duration  of  the  commission  to  which  it  re> 
'  feired. . 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  moved  that  an  humble  address  be  pre* 
senie/d  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
direct  that  a  further  account  be  made  out  of  all  sums  is- 
sued by  his  majesty,  pursuant  to  addresses  of  the  hoase» 
which  had  not  been  made  good  by  parliament.     Ordered,  and 

that 
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tbat  the  address  be  pres^itod  by  such  members  of  the  house 
as  are  of  his  majesty's  privy  counciU 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LOKD  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  'pursuant  to.  the  division  of  the  house  on 
the  preceding  n^ht,  went  up  to  the  bar  of  the  lords  attended 
by  a  great  number  of  members,  to  acquaint  their  lordships^ 
that  he  had  been  cdmtnanded  by  the  commons  of  the  united 
kingdon^  in  parliament  assembled,  to  impeach  Henry»  Lord 
Viscount  MeWillei  of  high  crimes  and  nuisdemeanorstf  . 

Mr.  WhitbreadyOn  his  return, acquainted  the  house,  from  tho 
bar,  that,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Speaker,  he  had  gone  to 
the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords,  and  impeached  Henry,  Iiord 
Viscount  Melville,  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  #  and 
had  also  acquainted  their  lordships  that  this  house  wquld  bk 
due  time  exhibit  particular  articles  of  impeachment  agaiast  h» 
lordship,  and  make  good  the  same. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment  against  Henry,.  Lord  Vis- 
count Melville.     Ordored. 

On  the  motion  ^f  Lord  Temple,  Mr.  Whitbread  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  tnembers  of  the  committee  \  and  on  the 
motion  of  Whitbread,  the  following  members  were  sdso  ap- 
pointed to  the  committee  : 

Mr.  Fox  Mr.  Holland    ' 

Mr.  Grey  Mr.  W.  Smith 

Mr.  Sheridan  Mr.  Calcraft 

Lord  Henry  Petty  Mr.  Kinnatrd 

LordMarfliam  Lord  Porchester 

Mr.  Giles  '  Lord  A.  Hamilton 

Lord  Fdlkstonc  Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne 

Mr.  Raine  Mr.  Jekyll 

Dr.  Laurence  Mr.  Morris,  and 

Mr.  Creevey  Lord  Temple. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved,  that  the  tenth  report  of  tlic 
commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  and  the  report  of  tlie  select 
committee  on  that  report,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 
Ordered. 

It  was  alsQ  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  that 
five  of  the  committee  be  a  quorum  ^  that  the  committee  do 
meet  at  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day  in  the  Speaker's  chamber  j 
that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  re- 
cords f  and  that  they  have  power  to  adjourn  fro/n  time  to 

time 
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time  and  from  place  to  pbcc,  and  rqKurt'firom  time  to  time^  ai 

it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  houde  j  and  that  they  ^lall  haiTS 

power  to  sit  during  the,  session  of  parliament^  notwithstand* 

ing  any  adjournment  of  the  house. 

' '  Mr*  Foster  brought  up  a.  bill  for  rcgidadog  the  ocdlection  of 

tiit  customs  in  Ii*eland.     Read  a  first  time  $  to  be  read  a  set- 

cond  time  on  Friday. 

.   The  Iridh  infirmary,  and  the  bank  fi^gery  bills^  passed 

throughi  committees.  To-be  reported  the  next  day*. 

Mr.  Post?er  brought  up  the  Howtb  harbour  improTement 
bill«  Read  a  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next 
day. 

The  woollen  manufacturers'  penalty  suspension  bill  was  read 
a- third  time ;  and,  after  a  short  conversation,  on  the  motkxi 
of  Mr.  Moore,  that  Counsel  be  heard  against  the  bill,  whicli 
was  negatived  without  ^a  division,  thebiS  was  passed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  pursuans  to  notioes 
trroted  for,  and  obtained  leaVe  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable 
his  majesty  to  appoint  additional  commissioners  for  the  beu 
ter  examining  and  auditing  certain  accounts  of  Great  Bxitaiiu 

COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY- 

The  house,on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequert 
went  into  a  committee  of  supply,  to  which  the  estimates  pre- 
sented on  Tuesday,  the  petition  respecting  the  Sierra  Leone 
establishment,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  respecting  the 
naval  asylum,  were  referred.  In  the  committee  were  voted 
the  sum  of  14,0001.  for  the  Sierra  Leone  company  j  5000I.  for 
prosecuting  discoveries  i»the  interior  of  Africa ;  ao,oool.  foF 
erecting  a  navsd  asylum ;  and  9176L  3s.  3d.  L-idi  currency, 
as  a  provision  for  non«conforming  ministers  in  Lrebnd^ 
from  the  5th  January,  1805^  to  the  5th  January,  1806.  The 
house  was  then  resumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart  an  account  was  ordered 
of  the  amount  of  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  laid 
on  before  the  year  1803.  Also  an  account  of  the  amount  of 
duties  of  customs  and  excise  charged  as  outstanding  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1804,  and  the  5th  of  April,  1805,  respectively, 
distinguishing  the  permanent  from  the  temporary  duties. 

COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  and  resolved,  that  an  additional 

duty 
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duty  should  be  laid  on  Spanish  red  i^ne  ioiported' into 
Irehindy  in  proportion  to  the  additional  duty  hid  on  the  same 
wine  on  its  importation  into  Great  Britain.  The  re^rt  to-be 
received  the  next  day. 

In  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  k  was  afterwards  re* 
solTGdy  that  it  was  expedient  thattnch  additional  duty  should 
be  charged  on  such  wine  imported  into  Ireland.  To  be  re* 
ported  the  next  day. 

i  Mr.  Jefiery  put  off  his  motion,  which  stood  for  the  next  day 
to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Paddington  coal  bill^  the  warehousing  Ull»*  the 
i»50o,cooh£tdiequer  bills  bill,  the  8,ooo>oool.  exchequer 
biUs  bill,  the  2)50o,oool.  exchequer  bills  bill,  the  custom  offi-t 
cers'  fees  abolition  bill,  the  English  and  Scotch  spirit  expor** 
tationbill,  and  the  cochineal  dust  duty  bill,  were  read  a  se- 
cond time,  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  woollens' India  duty-free  exportation  bill,  and  the  ex« 
piring  daws  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    JUNE  27. 

The  following  bills  received  the  royal  assent  by  commission. 
The  Irish  stamp  duty  bill,  Spanish  wine  duty  "bill,  Irish  malt 
duty  bill,  spirit  licence  bill,  London  fish  marJoet  bill,  paymafter 
of  the  army's  regulation  bill,  and  West  India  free  ports  bill, 
with  a  great  number  of  private  bills.  The  commissioners 
were  the  Lord  Chancellor^  the  Duke  of  Montrose^  and  Lord 
Wakingham. 

The  bill  for  granting  indenmity  to  the  persons  concerned 
ID  the  loan  of  &rty  thousand  pounds  of  public  money  to  the 
house  of  Boyd  and  Benfield,  was  read  a  third  time  and 


The  woollen  manufacturers  suspension  of  penalties  bills 
the  Irish  loyalists  compensation  bill,  and  the  corn  bill,  were 
brought  up  from  the  commons,  and  severally  read  the  first 
time. 

Captain  Gardner's  divorce  bill  was  read  a  siecond  time. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  clause  bastardizing 
a  child  of  the  marriage  was  omitted ;  his  lordship  observing 

that 
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that  the  child  wnsa  party  not  before  the  honse»  and  would,  if 
the  clanse  parsed,  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  defend  his  legi- 
timacy at  law,  on  ex  parte  evidence  only. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  rtovcd,  that  the  bill  fcft  continuing  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr,  Justice  Fox  be  read  a  second 
time.  His  lordship  said,  that  the  bfll  was  necessary  to  render 
substantial  justice  to  the*  public  and  the  other  parties,  and 
was  opposed  by  no  constitutionnl  principle.  Although  he 
would  not  presume  that  the  evidence  before  the  house  would 
not  be  satisfactorily  answered  by  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  yet  the 
house  would' agree  that  there  appeared  to  be  sufficient  reason 
for  further  proceedings.  He  could  therefore  sec  no  objectioa 
that  could  be  made  to  the  bill.  It  was  read  the  second  tiine> 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  offenders*  escape  bill,  Mr- ' 
Adani  and  Mr.  Parke  were  heard  in  support  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Justice  Johnstone  against  the  bilL  Lord  Westmeath 
suggested  that  a  clause  wotild  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  bilTs 
having  a  retrospective  effect.  The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he 
would  give  his  best  consideitrtion  to  the  subject ;  and  would 
prepare  a  clause  to  that  effect,  if  necessary.  The  bill  was 
then  read  a  sec6nd  time.-*Adjourned. 


HOUSE  O?  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  27. 

Mn  Serjeant  Best  gave  notice  that  he  should  postpone  his 
motion  on  the  eleventh  i^poH:  of  the  commisstoners  of  naval 
inquiry,  which  stood  for  Mondays  to  Thuridajr. 

Mr.  Giles  brought  up  the  report  of  the  comiinittee  on  the 
bank  forgery  bill.  The  aftiendmehts  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  thh-d  time  the  next  day. 

The  Leith  harbour  bill  was  read  a  second  tinic,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  the  next  dtty. 

Lord  Glcnbervie  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  secrcev,  to  whom  that  part  of  the  eleventh  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  naval  inquiry  which  related  to  the  issu- 
ing of  i«b,Oooh  for  naval  secret  services,  had  been 'referred. 
It  stated,  that  having  examined  a  variety  of  evidence 
and  dociiments,  and  having  given  the  subject  the  fullest  con- 
sideration in  their  power,  they  had  come  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions :  That  in  their  opinion  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred 

thousand 
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theasand  pounds  had  been  ad^ranced  for  the  objects  io  which 
the  money  appropriated  to  naval  services  was  applicable^  and 
in  which  the  credit  and  honour  of  the  country  were  materially 
concerned.  That  ninety-five  tkotisand  pounds  bad  been  zp* 
plied  in  the  fittest  manner  possible.  That  it  had  been  issued 
by  the  cctoptroUer  of  the  navy>  under  .the  orders  of  the  lords 
of  the  treasury^  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty ;  that  the  circumstances  of  the  time  at  which 
thp  transaction  took  place  were  such  as  to  render  any  disclo- 
sure of  it  impossible^  without  great  inconvenience;  that  such 
a  disclosure  would  have  been  a  subject  of  much  regret ;  that 
the  necessity  of  such  secrecy  had  continued  to  the  present, 
moment ;  and  that  the  committee  therefore  felt  it  their  duty 
to  abstain  (rpm  entering  Into  any  details  on  the  subject* 

On  the  n>otion  of  Lord  Gienbervie,  the  import  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The*  Townley  collection  bill  went  through  a  committee, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able his  majesty  to  purchase  certain  grounds  contiguous  ta 
Westminster  haU  and  the  court  of  exchequer,  for  the  public 
service. 

Lingham's  divorce  bill  was  read  a  second  time.  Evidence 
being  heard  to  prove  that  Mrs.  Lingham  was  out  of  thefcing.- 
dom,  the  service  on  her  mother,  Mrs.  Dixon^  was  declared  to 
be  good  Service. 

In  pursuance  of  a  message  from  tbeir  lordships,  the  JSpcakflr 
attended  in  the  house  of  lords,  and  on  his  return  informed 
the  house,  that  the  royal  assent  had  been  given  bjr  cpmmissio9Qi 
to  the  lottery  bill^the  additional  stamp  duty  bill,  the  Spanbh 
red  wine  duty  bill,  the  loyaky  loan  bAl,  the  post-horse  iarm^ 
ing  duty  bill,  the  Irish  malt  duty  bill,  the  Irish  licqpce  biUi 
the  commissioners  of  taxes  bill,  the  pajrmaster  general's  regUr 
lation  bill,  the  auditors  accounts  bill,  the  VVest India  impoit9 
and  exports  bill,  the  Irish  freehold  bill,  the  British  and  {rish 
fnilitia  pay  bills,  the  Irish  compensation  commissioners  biU^ 
;the  militia  subalterns  bill,  and  a  number  o[  private  bills. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  house  went  into 
committees  on  the  act  relative  to  drawbacks  on  sugar,  aud  on 
the  act  relative  to  the  duty  on  hops.  The  reports  of  these 
committees  were  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Seijeant  Best  Was 
^dered  to  be  added  to  the  committee,  to  whom  was  entrust e ^ 

you  IfL  i8oj.  3  Q  *     the 
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.  «i  Up  of  the  articles  of  Unpeacbmcpt  against  Lont 

hithread  gave  notice,  that  he  should  the     ext  day 
r  le^ve  to  bring  in  a  biU  to  indemaify  Mr.  Trotter 
»ctie  penalties  he  had  incurred  bj  the  acts  detailed  in  the 
tenth  report  of  the  comolissioners  of  naval  inquiry. 

On  the  tnotion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  house  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  bill  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  keep  in^ 
fuU  pay  the  officers  of  the  militia^  notwithstanding  the  rcduc? " 
(ion. 

Colonel  Stanley  introduced  a  clauscj  empowering  his  ma^^ 
jesty,  where  the  establishment  of  a  militia  regiment  consisted 
of  a  colonel,  two  lieutenant^colonels,  and  two  majors,  in  case 
pf  the  death  or  resignation  of  one  of  (he  majors,  to  retain  the 
jfunior  lieutenant-colonel  with  his  owp  rank,  but  with  the  pay 
pf  major  atone.  By  this  mcasi^re  the  hon.  colonel  contendledi 
that  his  majesty  would  frequently  he  enabled  to  retain  a  va- 
luable officer,  who  would  otherwise  be  lost  to  the  srrvice. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  »Sccretary  at  W  ar  and  Lord  Tem- 
ple, the  claus  *  was  ^ecd  to,  and  the  house  having  resumed^ 
tht  report  was  ordered  to  h?  received  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  it  was  ordered  that  the  hoose 
should  the  next  day  gq  into  a  comn>fttce  on  the  ^^t  relating 
to  the  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  linens  fiiom  Great 
Britain. 

^    The  custom-house  fee  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

M^.  Rose  brougltt  in  a  bill  for  imposing  additional  dnties  oif 
trtraw  pht,  &c.  imported  into  Great  Britain  v  and  Mr.  D. 
Criddy-a  bill  for  encouraging  the  pilchard  fisliery;  which  were 
read  a  first  time,  and  order^  to  be  read  a  second  tiae  the  next 
day* 

Mr.  PauU  gave  notice  that  he  should  the  next  day  move  for 
irarious  papers  relative  to  the  late  appointment  in  India  of  the 
Hon.H.  Wellesley. 

Mr.S. Bourne  brought  in  abill  for  purchasmg  ground  in  OU 
Palace-yard,  &c.  Read  a  first  time,  to  be  read  a  second  time 
fbe  next  day. 

The  bouse  went  into  a  committee  on  the  bish  loan  act^  the 
report  pJF  which  was  ordered  f o  be  received  the  tiext  daj. 

Col.  Craufurd,  adverting  to  the  returns  of  the  effective 
strength  t>f  the  regular  army  that  ^d  becQ  laid  on  the  table 
the  preceding  day,  observed  that  in  the  last  return  the  remiit^ 
U  the  foreign  depot  in  Great  Britain  for  the  regiments  cp  fo* 
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ircign  service  Were  stated  as  part  of  the  cflfective  strengtli  of 
those  regiments,  while  in  the  early  returns  they  irere  not  in* 
claded,  so  that  the  house  would  be  unable  to  judge  accurately 
of  the  comparative  strength  of  our  regular  army  at  difierent 
periods ;  he  therefore  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  a  return  of  the  number  of  recruits  for  regiments  on  fo^ 
reign  service  at  the  foreign  depot  on  the  ist  of  January,  18041 
*  1st  of  January,  1805,  and  ist  of  June,  1806}  obscnriog,  that 
as  these  returns  could  with  case  be  made  by  the  next  day,  he 
should  not  be  obliged  to  delay  his  motion  on  account  of  them* 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  in  the  returns  of  the  two 
first  periods  in  the  hon.  colonel's  motions^  those  recruidi 
(amounting  then  to  one  thousand  men)  had  not  been  in- 
xluded  I  in  the  return  of  the  last  period  (to  the  amount  of 
two  thousand  men)  they  had  been  included.  Colonel  Crau- 
furd's  motion  was  then  agreed  tOi 

The  Dublin  harbour  improvement  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster  it  was  ordered  that  tbd  house 
should  the  next  day  go  into  a  committee  on  that  part  of  a  cer- 
tain act  which  related  to  military  surveys  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ormsby  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
supply,  the  resolutbns  of  which  were  read  and  agreed  to^ 
and  bills  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Duke  of  AthoPs  compensation  bill. 

Mr.  Curwen  opposed  the  motion,  r^atin^  all  his  former 
arguments  against  the  justice  of  the  duke's  claim  on  thepublic> 
and  concluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment,  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months.  «     ^ 

After  Mr.  Fuller  had  spoken  in  favour  of  his  grace^s  claaqit 
and  Mn  D.  Giddy  and  Mn  Windbam  in  of^iositioii  to  it^  tlhc 
house  divided,  when  there  appeared^ 

For  Mr.  Curwen's  amendment .  *    -    t2-[  \ 
Against  it   -    -    -    «!  -    -    *    --    $6 
Majority      -    -    •    r/  *    -    -    *  ^-^38  ' >  ' 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  the  nestt  d^y*    •.   < 

On  the  order  for  the  third  reading  of  the  smuggling  pre^ 
vention  bill,  counsel  was  called  in  on  behalf  of  IXin  orockf 
and  other  jurats  of  Guernsey,  yrho  had  presented  a  petition 
against  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  affected  their  rightsj  by 
interfering  with  the  internal  legislation  of  the  inland. 

Mr.  Plomerj  as  counsel  for  the  petitionersi  maintained,  that 
tbe  islands  of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Aldemey,  and  Sark,  were 

3  Q  ^  appendages 
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append;^  of  tbe  crown^  as  dependencies  of  the  duchy  of 
Norniandyi  remiiniAg  annexed  to  England  after  the  conquest 
of  Normandy  by  the  French  king.  Tlie  union  of  these 
islands  with  the  British  dominions  was  a  union  with  the 
crown  alone.  The  British  parliament  had  not  a  right  to  le* 
gislate  £(>r  these  islands,  any  more  than  for  Scotland  and  Ire* 
land  before  the  legislative  union  with  these  countries.  Hie 
king  in  council  had  a  right  to  propose  legislative  measures  ^ 
for  the  islandsi  which  were  valid  when  registered  by  the 
states  of  the  island*  The  counsd  allowedy  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to,  check  the  smuggling;,  and  stated^  that  the  petitioners 
were  only  desirous  that  their  independence  might  not  be  ii>- 
vaded  in  the  checks  to  be  imposed. 

In  consideration  of  some  objections  made  by  the  counsd  to 
some  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
wished  to  defer  the  further  proceedings  till  the  next  day>  and 
they  were  accordingly  deferred,  after  some  conversation,  in 
which  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Grey  stated,  that  they  thought 
the  rights  of  the  islanders  deserving  of  most  serious  considera- 
tion ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  ther  Exchequer  maintained  the 
right  of  parliament  to  pass  acts  including  these  islands  in  their 
operation.  Mr.  Fellow cs  said  that  it  was  felt  by  his  constitu- 
ents that  the  e\nls  complained  of  in  the  bill  required  a  strong 
rctnedy.  Mr.  S.  Bourne  thought  it  odd  that  the  counsel  and 
the  petitioners  contended  for  the  comparatively  arbitrary  legis- 
lation of  the  king  in  council,  in  preference  to  tbe  more  deli- 
beratiye  legislation  of  parliament. 

The  exchequer  ImUs  bill  went  through  a  committee,  in 
which  a  clause  was  introducedf  on  the  motion  of  tlie  Chancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  Indemnify  the  bank  for  advancing 
money  on  the  exckeqpqr  bills  of  the  year  1 803.  The  reason 
Sor,  this  clause  wafi,  thatasnopg  the  occasions  of  the  vote  of 
credit  for  that  year,  stated  in  the  preamble  of  thebill»  the  in* 
vasion  then  apprehen4f4  was  mentioned  as  the  first.  In  en* 
grossii;^  tbe  billx  by  an  i^adveiptence  of  which  this  was  not 
the  onl^:iastau)ce).aU  th^  other. occasions  but  the  invasion  were 
left  outt  As  there  coukl.be  no  doubt  that  the  objects  of  par- 
liament in  passing  the  vote,  of  ^recfit  were  not  restricted  to  the 
«vent  of  the  invasion^  the  money  had  been  advanced  i  and  it 
.'ivas;  nottill  latelyt  perhaps  from  this  effect  of  events  that  had 
recently  happened,  thai;  it  occurred  to  them  to  desire  this  in« 
demnity^ ,  which  there  could  be  no  doubt  the  house  would 
grant  for  their  satisfaction.  The  clause  was  agreed  to.  The 
reports  were  prder^.to  be.  received  the  next  d<iy. 

A  person 
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•A  person  from  the  South  Sea  house  presented  accounts  re* 
lafive  to  the  unclaimed  dividends  on  the  South  Sea  stock. 

Mr.Bulley,  from  .the  exchequer,  presented  further  accoimts' 
of  the  grants  not  made  good  by  porlian^t. 

Mr. .  Huskisson  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  better 
regulating  the  property  t^,  so  far  as  relates  to  dividends  on 
East  India  stock* 

Mr«  Huskisson  presented  an  account  of  the  number  of  men 
enlisted  into  his  majesty's  regular  army  for  the.two  years  end- 
ing 5th  of  January  1804,  and  5th  of  January  1805.  Alsoan 
accq^  of  the  number  of  men  who  had  volunteered  froni  the 
militia  into  the  regular  service,  under  the  act  of  this  year., 

Mr.  Huskisson  brought  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  collection 
^  the  assessed  taxes  in  Ireland*  Read  a  first  timej  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

Mr*  Huskisson  gave  notice  that  in  the  committee  of  supply 
the  next  day  he  would  move  the  remaining  miscellaneous  ser- 
vices  of  the  year, — Adjourned, 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

FRIDAY^  JUNE  28. 

Lord  Walstngham  presented  a  petition  on  the  part  of  certain 
persons,  against  the  woollen  manufacturers'  pen;flty  suspension 
bill.  It  concluded  with  recjuesting  permission  to  be  heard  by 
xounseh 

The  Duie  of  Afotitrose  thought  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
should  not,  under  the  present  circumstances^  be  acceded  td. 
The  act  passed  last  ^ssion  would  expire  on  the  ist  of  Jul3r» 
and  unless  continued,  as  was  (H'oposed  by  the  bilt  how  before 
the  house,  many  of  the  woolkn  manufacturers  would  be  sub* 
ject  to  actions  for  very  considerable  penalties.  The  whole  of 
the  subject  was  now  under  coi»der«tion>,  and  4i^  had  no 
doubt  that,  in  the  course  of  he^t  ^ss]j)n,  ^  bill  would  be 
brought  in  which  would  satisfy  aft*  rhe'-partics  interested  in  the 
business.  Under  thi»  impression  the  suspensidn  Was  only  prt^> 
posed  to  be  continued  until  the  tst  of  March* 

Lord  HMand  had  had  little  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
precise  nature  of  the  present  bill }  but,  unless  there  were  very- 
cogent  reasons  to  the  contrary,  he  thought  the  usual  practice 
of  hearing  petitioners  by  counsel  should  not  be  departed  from 
in  this  instance. 

Lord  Hawhfburj  stated  the  ground  of  dispute  between  the 

manufacturers 
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m  \nufactorcrs  and  the  workmen  to  consist  ih  the  introdtictkMi 
of  machinery,  which  was  prohibited  by  various'  old  statute* 
that  had  long  ceased  to  be  enforced.  It  was  a  question  of 
considerable  difHcuIty,  whether  those  statutes  sh<mld  be  wholly 
repealed,  or  how  they  might  be  so  modified  as  to  remove  tU 
reasonaWe  ground  of  complamt  on  either  side. 

Lord  Holland  professed  himself  to  be  satsfied  with  the  n-* 
planation  just  given  by  his  noble  friend,  and  he  said  he  only 
regretted  that  the  bill  did  not  go  to  the  total  repeal  of  the 
statutes  in  question. 

A  fter  a  few  words  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  the  ^piesticm  Ibf 
hearing'  counsel  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  iMmedisldj 
after  read  a  second  time. 

Lord  Stanhbpe  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  secorfiig  tt 
trust  money.  His  lordship  stated  that  serious  incMtemeii* 
cies  had  arisen  where  trustees  had  become  insolvent,  and  that 
the  object  of  the  bill  now  proposed  was,  to  give  the  parties» 
for  whose  benefit  the  money  was  vested  in  trusty  a  t^sckbdjt  hf 
application  to  the  court  of  chancery.  > 

The  Lord  Chancellor  es^pressed  his  approtatiMi  df  th^  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,atid  it  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Irish  revenue  regtilalion  bin  wa9» 
on  the  motion  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  postponed  tx>  diat  day 
tliree  months.         *     iw       . 

•   The  bill  to  continue  the  proceedings  in.the  case  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Fox  went  through  a  committee. 

The  stipendiary  curates'  bill  was  recommitted,  and  having 
tiidergone  a  variety  of  amendments,  it  v^' ordered  to  be  re- 
ported the  next  day. — Adjourned.  ...>., 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY^  JUN&  Z8. 

'  The  committee  on  the  Paddmgton  canal  coal  bill  Was  ap. 
pointed  for  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  hop  duty  act  was 
brougut  up,  and  a  bill  ordered  accordingly. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  sugar  drawback  act  wi 
also  brought  up,  and  a  bill  ordered. 

The  Dublin  bakers  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  com  bill  was  broughttip,  a  new  dause 
was  added^  providing  that  the  average  price  of  grain  in  the  1 2 

maritioae 
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maridme  cotinties  of  England  and  Walesi  should  be  the  stan- 
dard tor  Gf^t  Brkain.  The  bill  was  then  reported^  and  or^ 
derod  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved  the  committee  on  the  Isle  of  Man  btIL 

Mr.  Curwcn  declared  that  he  was-resolved  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  houseupon.it, 

After  a  few  observations  from  other  hoBourable  aiember% 
the  houne  divide ; .         . 

For  the  committee  -----  50 
Ag^iast  it  -.-•---'--  a2 
Majority     --------     — 28 

A  iim^lge  was  brought  down  from  the^  lords>  stating  that 
their  k>rdjship$  had  %>^  to  Mr.  Pitt's  indemnity  bill,  the 
[and  tax  redemption^  Qinan  cahalj  and  two  or  three  other  bilb 
pf  a-mprc  private  nature. 

Cer^io  ^coimtf  of  interest  on  exchequer  bills  were  pre- 
|l6iitcd»  and  ordered  to  be  Isdd  on  the  table. 

.  UIf^  Wbitbr^ad  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  indemr 
pify  Mr.  Trottec  and  aM  other  persons  who  were  employed  in 
any  office  under  Henry,  I«ordVi$coimt  Melville,  while  he  was 
treasurer  of  tb^:mYy^  fi^n^  any  consequences  that  might  other- 
wise result  firom  ;b^ir  connexion  with  the  transactions  for 
wjiich.  he  stands  now  impeached,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
cabled  to  give  evidence  against  the  said  Henry,  Lord  Viscount 
Melville.  Xcave  was  then  given,  and  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr..  Shqrid^n,  and  Mr.  Grey,  were  ordered  to  prepare 
f  he  same. 

Leith  harbour  bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported  on  Monday. 

The  order  was  read,  that  the  southern  whale  fishery  bill  be 
Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr»  Barbam  expressed  a  wish  that  some  delay  might  take 
place  before  any  farther  progress  was  made  in  this  bill,  in  order 
{hat  the  petitioners  might  have  aa  opportunity  of  being  heard 
against  the  bill.  They  were  Americans  who  had  been  encou- 
raged to  settle  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  improving  or 
extending  that  branch  of  commerce  in  tliis  country.  Now 
fhat  they  had  accomplished  that  object,  at  least  to  a  conside* 
rable  extent^  and  while  they  might  have  ships  upon  their  voy* 
age  home,  he  thought  it  woulcf  be  ungenerous  to  pre^  any 
|£ing  that  might  militate  against  their  interest. 

Sir  CbarUs  Price  said  that  there  was  but  one  house  which 
could  be  at  all  affected  by  the  bill,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
acting  very  unfairly  towards  the  London  merchants  to  give  any 
settloi  an  adyaixtauge  over  them* 
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Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  these  persons  having  been  ecK 
couraged  to  settle  at'  Milford,  and  having  established  a  v^eiy 
great  concern,  at  that  place,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  hoase  to 
afford  them  every  possible  proteaion.  It  would  be  a  oue  of 
extreme  hardship  if  the  petitioners  were  not  to  be  heard  in  a 
case  which  seriously  affected  their  interests. 
.  Mr.  Rose  stated*  that  tlie  persons  alluded  to  had  at  first 
been  authorized  to  fish,  but  that  they  afterti^ds  traded  direct 
io  America* 

The  question  was  dxen  put,  and  the  house  went  into  acom«> 
mittee* 

A  new  clause  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Barham  in  &vour  of 
the  claims  of  the  petitioners.  The  gallery  was  then  deared, 
but  we  understand  that  the  cUuse  was  lost  withovt  a  division* 

TODD  J0N£8. 

Mr.  Fox  presented  a  petition  firom  William  Todd  Jones^ 
praying  the  interference  of  the  house  to  have -him  discharged 
oat  of  confinement ;  which  being  read,  Mr.  Fox  went  on  to 
observe,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  this  was  one  among  many 
instances  that  might  be  adduced  to  shew,  that  no  degree  of  hu<« 
manity  in  a  government,  no  characterfor  moderation  or  virtuet 
could  prevent  the  abases  resulting  from  the  possession  of  cx« 
traordinary  power.  He  would  not  enter  particnhriy  icfo  the 
merits  of  the  case  now  before  the  house^  He  could  not  an* 
swer  for  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition,  hut  he  had 
reason  to  believe  them  true.  One  thing  was  worthy  of  obser* 
▼ation,  which  was,  that  the  petitioner  had  UioSctof  being 
at  large  in  England,  if  he  chose  to  reside  there*  This  shewed 
that  nothing  could  be  proved  against  him.  But  if  it  coold| 
he  had  abundantly  suffered  in  his  he^kh  by  his  long  confine- 
ments He  conciude4  by  moving  that  the  petition  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr,  Sknidan  declared  that  the  case  now  ^bmitted  to  the 
house  was  one  of  the  most  ex^traordinary  hardships  and  op* 
presston  under  which  he  ever  knew  an  individual  to  bbour  in 
this  empire*  He  knew  that  a  great  part  of  the  allegations 
were  true,  and  therefore  he  could  safely  take  upon  htm  to  rev 
commend  it  to  the  nght  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Pitt) 
to  take  it  under  his  consideration.  That  right  hon.  gentlemam' 
would  feel  himself  called  on  particularly  in  this  i9stance,  as 
the  transaction  had  originated  during  another  administratioii. 

Mr.  Vansittart  declared,  that  he  loiew  nothing  of  the  par- 
ticular hardships  that  were  complained  of  in  the  present  case. 
Bpt  he  had  np  do^bt  thf^  when  the  whole  ^natter  eame  to  be 
.  •.  .  fairly 
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.  fiiirly  investigated,  the  Irish  government  would  staiid  acquit- 
ted of  any  charge  of  severity  or  oppression. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabter 

NABOB    or   OUDE. 

Mr.  Paull  rofe  and  faid,  that  as  he  had  ftated  on  Tuefihy 
laft»  when  he  was  honoured  with  the  attention  of  the  houfe, 
the  nature  of  the  charges  againft  Lord  Wellefley,  he  ihould 
not  on  this  occafion  occupy  its  time.  The  titles  of  the  papers 
would  fhew  their  importance,  and  how  they  bore  on  one 
of  the  articles  of  charge  ;  in  faft,  they  were  rendered  indif- 
penfable  from  what  fell  on  Tuefday  from  the  friends  of  Lord 
Wellcflcy.     He  moved  for  the  following  papers: 

A  copy  of  the  minutes  appointing  Major  John  Malcolin 
adthg,  and  afterwards  connrming  him  in  the  office  of  pri- 
vate I'ecretary  to  the  governor  general,  Marquis  Wellefley, 
in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Wellefley,  nominated  lieu* 
tenant  governor  of  the  Ceded  Provinces. 

Copy  of  the  minute  appointing  Captain  Shaw  to  focceed 
Major  Malcolm  in  the  fliuation  of  private  ftcretary;  with 
the  fums  dvawn  for  falary  or  eflablifnmem  by  thofe  oi&cers 
xeipe£tively  ;  fpecifying  the  dates  of  fuch  payments. 

Copy  of  iht  accounts  of  all  fums  drawn  for  falary  or 
eftaUtflioiefii  by  the  Hon.  Henry  Woliefley  whilft  lieutenant 
govemoir  of  the'  Ceded  Provinoei  x  fpecifying  the  dates  and 
places  of  payment,  and  the 'authority  by  which  fuch  payments 
•were  made  ^  ifneludiog  the  aniount  of  fums  drawn  as  fecret  fer« 
vice  money,  aivd  dtheritem^  underthe  head  of  Dorbur  charges. 

A  Itil  of  the^p]^ointniems  of-  oflkers,  civil,  military,  and 
medical,  Utl^Hed  to  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor,  whether 
as  fecretariciis  oftaAiftaots,  or  as  commanding  the  body  guard, 
their  ialaries,  where  payable,  and  the  authority  for  fuch 
payments. 

Copy  of  all  orders  from  the  court  of  direflors  or  fecret 
committee,  (during  the  Marquis  Wellefley's  adminiftration,) 
to  the  Bengal  government^  prohibiting  the  empioyment  of 
perfons  not  in  the  fervice  of  the  company,  excepting  cer- 
tain offices,  about  the  perfon  of  the  governor  general  :•*— As 
far  as  thefe  documents  can  be  difclofed  without  prejudice 
to  the  public  fervice. 

Mr.  WiUifley  Pole  laid,  Mr.  Henry  Wellefley  had  never 
drawn  any  fecret  fervice  money,  nor  bad  any  public  money 
pafled  tlnrough  his  hands. 

In  anfwer/ to  what- fell  from  the  bon.  relation  of  Lord 
Wellefley,  Mr,  Paull  faid  he  would  concent  bioiielfwitli 
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obferving  that  when  the  papers  were  produced  that  hon. 
gentleman  would  find  himielf  miftaken.  He  hoped  no 
unneceflary  delay  would  take  place  in  the  produAion  of  the 
papers ;  he  ^wifhed  niembers  to  be  in  polTeffion  of  them 
oefore^the  parliament  feparated,  that  hon.  gentlemen  might 
make  up  their  minds  before  their  next  meeting.  He  trufted 
and  hoped  that  fome  perfon  of  greater  talent  than  he  pre- 
tended tOi  would  be  found  to  take  up  thb  important  bufinefe 
and  do  it  juAice ;  but  fhould  that  not  be  the  cafe^  he  pledged 
himfelf,  however  inadequately  he  felt  for  fuch  an  undertaking, 
.to  bring  it  again  before  parliament,  early  in  the  next  feffionu 

•  The  papers  moved  for  by  Mr,  Paull  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  moved*  that  there  might  be  laid  before 
the  houfe  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  from  the  fecret  com- 
mittee of  the  court  of  diredors  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1 80 1 .  Ordered.  But  Lord  Caftlereagh  obTerved,  that  the 
documents  which  had  been  moved  for  on  the  fubjeA  now 
before  the  houfe  werefo  voluminous  that  it  would beimpoffi^ 
ble  that  they  could  be  prepared  within  the  prefent  feffion. 

AFtAIRS   or    INDIA* 

Mr.  Francis  then  called  the  attention  of  the  hot^fe  to  the 
fiate  of  the  commiinicatioa  between  the  different  prefiden- 
cies  in  India  and  the  court  of  direAotS,  or  their  fecret 
committee)  which  is  (be  only  lawful  medium  for  official 
communications  between  England  and  the  company's4ettle- 
ments  in  India.  As  (ar  as  be  knew  at  prefeat,  we  had  not 
any  corbmunication  in  eaiftence.  He  underftood,  indeed, 
that  there  was  not  to  be  any  budget  this  year ;  and  accord- 
]n|;  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  it  was  poffible  that  tiake  difpatches 
might  have  been  intercepted  by  the  Frenclv  It  was  alfo 
pombie  that  they  were  not  ever  fent,  becaufe  they  mi^t 
terrify  thofe  who  were  moft  deeply  imerefted,  and  who 
now  were  unacqaaimed  with  the  ftatc  of  our  affiurs  in  the 
£aft.  He  aiked  if  it  was  rig\t  that  information  ihould  be 
withheld  from  parliament  and  the  pubUc,  which  was  in  the 
poifeilion  of  the  French?  We  were  now  in  June  1805, 
and  yet  we  had  not  any  ftatemeot  of  receipts  or  dilburfe- 
ments  from  India  later  than  March  i80S.  One  reafon  moft 
probably  was,  that  the  debt  in  India  was  nearly  doubled^  by 
means  of  the  fyftem  of  aggrandifement  upon  which  they 
feemed  to  a{t.  .  However,  it  had  been  ilated  by  the  direc- 
tors, that,  notwithftandiog  the  additional  impoftt  whicb 
have  been  laid  on  their  articles  of  merchancUie,  die  trade 
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of  the  company  during  the  laft  war  tiad  flourifhed  beyond 
example.  But  with  foch  a  flouri(hing  trade  on  one  fide,  aad 
the  vaftly  increafed  territorial  revenue  of  from   10  to  15 
iDillions  on  the  other,  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  fo 
inconSderable  a  compenfation  to  the  public  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter  for  twenty  years  as  half  a  million  per  annum. 
This  general  outline  ot  the  appearance  of  their  finances  may 
in  fome  meafure  account  for  the  want  of  .prefent  informa- 
tion, in  the  hope   that  fomething  more  favourable  may 
happen  which  would  change  the  afpeA  of  their  affiiirs. 
Such  a  line  of  condud,  however,  t^  his  opinion,  ought  not 
to  be' fan£lioned  by  parliament,  and^e  thought  hefhould  do 
his  duty  as  an  independent  member  of  that  houfc  by  endea- 
vouringto  obtainfor  the  houfe  and  th^  publicfuch  information 
'  as  appeared  to  him  to  be  at  prefent  mod  immediately  want- 
ing.    He  therefore  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  an  account  of  the  dates  of  the  latefi  difpatches  re- 
ceived from  the  governn>ent  of  Bengal,  in  the  political  or 
S^neral  de)>artment ;  and  alfo  an  account  of  *lhe  dates  of 
e  lateft  difpatches  received  from  the  feveral  prefidencies 
in  India,    in  the   revenue  department,  and  inclofing  the 
annual  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  difburfements  of  the 
~  faid  prefidencies  refpeSively. 

Lord  Cttjilereagh  faid  the  hon.  member  muft  be  aware 
that  it  vf^as  impoffible  that  the  expenccs  of  the  one  war  (that 
with  Holkar)  to  which  he  alluded  could  have  nearly  doubled 
the  debt  of  the  company.  The  caufe  of  the  want  of  intelli- 
gence from  India  he  couid  not  pofitively  explain ;  but  as 
far  as  reafonable  conjeAure  could  lead  liim,  he  had  ftated 
on  a  former  night,  namely,  the  probability  of  thofe  dif- 
patches being  on  board  the  packet  which  had  been  taken 
in  the  gulf  of  Perfia  ;  this  idea  was  ftrengthened  by  other 
difpatches  from  Marquis  Welleiley,  inaking  a  reference  to 
former  difpatches  which  are  known  not  to  have  been  recei- 
ved. But  the  hon.  gentleman  had  entered  more  minutely 
into  the  ditcuilion  of  the  ftafte  of  the  company's  affiurs  than 
he  fhould  think  it  neceffary  at  prefent  to  follow  or  to  anfwer. 
But  he  muft  obferve  that  the  cdmpany  were  not  bound  by 
the  a£b  of  1793  to  pay,  uniels  net  proceeds  of  their  revenue, 
tec.  fhould  be  fomething  beyond  the  extent  of  half  a  nil- 
lion;  And  making  allowance  for  the  expeoce  of  near  a 
million  annually,  which  every  European  war  brought  on 
them,  it  was  to  him  rather  a  matter  of  furprife  thatfo  much 
had  been  already  paid  to  the  public  by  tU^  hon.  company. 
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As  the  noble  lord»  however,  did  not  ftate  any  objediion 
to  the  produAion  of  the  papers  moved  for,  the  motion  was 
immediately  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  fupply  was  brought  up. 
The  refolutions  were  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  furllier  confideration 
the  next  day. 

On  the  question  for  the  further  proceeding  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  smuggling  prevention  bill, 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  a  new  clause, 
with  a  view  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  people  as  to  the  in- 
temal  jurisdiction  of  the  islands.  The  clause  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

There  was  then  a  lengthened  conversation  on  particular 
parts  of  the  bill  ;  but  nothing  materially  new  occurred,  ex- 
cepting in  the  remarks  of  the  attorney  general,  who  answered 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Flomer,  that  England  had  been  con- 
quered by  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  to  which  Guernsey  was 
then  annexed,  and  that  the  conquered  could  not  have  a  right 
to  give  law  to  the  conqueror.  This  the  learned  member  an- 
swered by  a  reference  to  the  history  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
First,  whose  brother  Robert  was  stated  to  have  enjoyed  the 
dukedom,  of  Normandy  and  the  islands  annexed  to  it,  for  some 
time.  ^  At  length  the  two  brothers  quarrelled ;  Henry  sent 
an  army  to  Normandy,  which  completely  vanquished  the 
duke's  forces.  The  islands  were  therefore  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  ever  since,  by  the  right  of  conquest. 

The  bill  was,  after  some  forther  debate,  passed,  and  or- 
dered'to  the  lords, 

MILITARY    LAW.  '  < 

General  Fhzpatrick  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  boufe 
to  a  fubjeft  whicti  he  deemed  of  confiderable'importance  to 
the  military  and  conftitutional  interefts  of  the  country,  but 
upon  which  at  prefent  he  Ihould  decline,  in  confequence 
of  the  lateoefs  of  the  feflion,  to  bring  forward  any  motion. 
He,  however,  gave  notice^  that  at  an  early  period  of  the 
next  feflions  he  Ihould  feel  it  his  duty  to  fubmic  a  propofitton 
to  the  houie  upon  this  fubjed.  The  fubjeft  itfelf,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  ftated  to  involve  a  grofs  and  alarming  viola- 
tion, of  t^e  principles  of  the  conflitutipn,  combined  with  a 
complete  innovaiion  upon  the  long  eftablifhed  cul^oms  of 
our  army.  'The  judge  advocate  general  had  of  late  years 
aflTunrj-ed  an  authority  which  •  did  not  fairly  appertain  to 
that  office,  and  which  was  as  inconfifteot  with  bis  doty  as 
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it  was  with  the  interefts  of  the  mih'tary  profeffion.  -  Every 
man  was  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  royal  prerogative  witli  - 
refpedt  to  the  army;  no  one  couid  queftion  the.  right  of 
bis  majcftv  to  difmifs  an  o£Bcer  from  the  fervice  without  ally 
court-manial.  But  no  one  would  deny  that  fuoK  authority 
oughttobe  exercifed  with  the  utmoiVditbreti^n,  and  fubjed  to 
the  advice  of  fome  refponfible  officer.  When  the  conftitu* 
tiqn  invefted  his  majefty  with  fuch  power,  it  no  doubt  in- 
tended that  this,  likt:  the  olher  powers  that  beiong  to 
majefty,  ihould  be  ufed  under  tlie  advice  of  fboae  perfon 
anfwerable  for  its  due  and  proper  exercife.  But  certainly  it 
never  was  the  deiign  that  fuch  a  refponilbility  (houid  be 
thrown  on  the  advocate-general,  that  he  fhould  be  the  only 
advifer  of  his  majefty  upon  the  exercife  of  a  prerogative  of 
fo  much  importance  as  that  he  alluded  to.  The  cafe  was 
otherwife  previous  to  the  introdu<^ion  to  office  of  the  pre^. 
fen t  advocate  general.  The  perfon  who,  according  to  the 
old  cuftom*  communicated  to  his  majefty  the  refults  of* 
courts  martial,  and  tranfa£ted  bufinefs  of  that  natui^v  was 
the  fecretary  at  war,  whoN  was  a  refponfible  officer*  Why 
a  different  cuftom  had  lately  obtained  he  covld  not  divine. 
It  was  the  falutary  practice  of  this  country,  fan£tioaed  by 
the  fpirit  of  the  cooftitution,  and  enforced  by  law,  that  all 
proceedings  which  concerned  the  lives,  the  liberty  tind  the 
fortunes  of  the  people  should  .be  conducted  in  the  most  so* 
lenm  and  deliberate  manner ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
lives  and  fortunes,  the  rank  and  station  of  military-  officers 
should  be  disposed  of  in  a  manner  less  solemn  and  considerate 
than  belonged  of  right  to  any  other  description  of  men  in  the 
community.  Yet,  while  every  thing  that  related  fo  the  rights, 
thegrievaiKes,oifthe  claims  of  others,  was  deliberated  upon  in 
full  council,  the  afiairfi  of  the  army',  the  concerns  of  its  offi- 
cers, were  left  to  the  counsel  and  decision  of  an  irresponsible 
individual)  of  an  officer  of  oompifratively  inferior  rank.  That 
several  instances  of  injustice  and  oppression  had  r^^sultedfronx 
this  system,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  understood  to  be 
notojrious.  But  thiere  was  one  case  >vhich  ha4  recvntly  occur* 
red/  and  which  he  should  take  occasion  to  submit  to  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  house*  He  meant  that  of  Colonel 
Cochrane  Johnson,  who,  although  completely  acquitted  by  a 
court  mavtlal,  was  yet  exposed  to  penalties  more  scvj^rc  than 
any<pittiiament  that  might  be  naturally  expected  to  follow 
from  >con^ittiion.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  aware  of 
the  4elicacy  of  an  appeal  to  parliament  iromi  the  sentence  pf  a 
'^^        '  court 
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court  martial*  But  the  case  of  Colonel  Johnson  was  an  appeal 
to  parliament  in  fevour  of  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  and 
against  the  undue  exercise  of  prerogative.  The  objects  of  the 
resolutions  which  he  should  bring  forward  at  an  early  period 
of  the  next  sessions,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  to  oe,  first, 
a  complaint  against  the  power  assumed,  as  he  had  described, 
by  the  advocate*general,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  power 
appeared  to  have  been  exercised,  with  a  definition  of  the 
powers  that  property  belonged  to  the  office  of  adrocate-gc- 
neral.  Secondly,  a  regulation  for  the  future,  as  to  certain 
parts  of  our  military  systemi  particularly  with  rdgardtothe 
appointment  of  courts-martial. 

STATE  OF  THE  ARMT. 

Cohnel  Crmufurd — Before  I  enter,  sir,  into  the  sulgect,  of 
which  I  have  given  notice  to  the  house,  I  think  it  right  to 
apologi2e  for  the  introduction  of  a  topic  of  such  magnitude  at 

00  late  a  period  of  the  sessions,  and  after  it  has  *  already  been* 
flo  ably  and  so  amply  discussed.  But  if  the  house  recollect  that 
in  military  questions  alone  have  I  at  any  time  taken  the  liberty 
to  request  their  attention  ;  if  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  no- 
thing can  at  present  be  imagined  of  equal  importance  to^that 
which  concerns  the  defence  of  the  empire,  and  that  nothing 
concerns  that  defence  in  a  degree  so  important  as  your  mili- 
tary strength,  I  hope  you  will  feel  that  my  conduct  in  calling  ^ 
your  consideration  to  rtiis  important  subject,  requires  no  great 
apology.  I  am  not  prompted,  I  assure  you,  to  ofier  myself  to 
your  notice  upon  this  occasion  by  any  of  those  presumptuous 
feelings  that  have  been  recently  ascribed  to  me,  by  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  other  side  (Afr.  Canning).  1  am  not 
so  vain  as  to  imagine  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  devise  a  project 
that  shall  remove  all  the  defects  of,  and  much  less  introduce 
perfection  to  our  military  system.  On  the  contrary,  I  feet 
more  mistrust  now  than  at  any  former  period.  Not,  I  would" 
beg  t6  be  understood,  tliat  I  conceive  there  is  any  the  least 
difficulty  in  discovering  the  defects  that  prevail  in  the  present 
arrangement,  for  they  are  almost  visiUe  to  children.  The 
absurdities  introduced  nnder  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
administration,  and  particulariy  by  that  bill  of  which  he  is 
the  boasted  author,-  are  too  glaring  to  be  overlooked  by  any 
one.  The  cau^e  of  my  mistrust  does  not  arise  froj:^.this,  nor 
do  I  feel  any  disadvantage  in  the  lateness  of  the  sirisUlDS ;  but 

1  feel  justly  damped  in  proceeding  to  discuss  a  sui^ieot  to  which 
f  ttch  great  and  eminent  understandings  have  been  heretofore 

applied^ 
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applied^  and  upQn  which  s«ich  exalted  abilities  have  been  dis^ 
played  in  this  house.    I  recollect  that  a  motion^  similar  in  its 
nature  to  that  with  which  I  mean  to  conclude^  was  submitted  to 
this  house  towards  the  close  of  the  last  sessions  by  an  hon.  gen* 
tkman  (Mr.  Fox) ,  whose  talents  are  not  less  qualified  to 
confer  interest  and  communicate  knowledge  upon  any  subject^ 
than  to  ornament  and  exalt  the  character  of  his  country.     I 
recollect  also  that  at  the  beginning  of  this  sessions  a  similar  mo- 
tion was  brought  forward  by  a  right  hon.  friend  of  mine  (Mr. 
Windham) ;  and  among  all  that  have  written  or  spdcen  npoa 
military  questions — among  all  that  I  have  ever  h^ard  rdatxve 
to  that  subject,  I  do  sincerely  think  that  his  views  are  the 
most  accurate,  the  most  just,  and  the  most  profound.     Ano- 
ther and  a  material  disadvantage  presents  itself  to  my  viewiaris* 
ing  from  this  consideration,  that  the  country  do  not  seem 
sufficiently  alive  to  its  situation,  and  to  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  increase  of  our  army  upon  a  scale  much 
more  enlarged  than  has  yet  been  in  the  contemplation  of  mi- 
nisters,   'nie  people  are  not  forward  enough  to  recommend 
additional  measures  of  preparation,  because  they  are  not  yet 
fully  sensible  how  much  tUey  are  wanted.    They  have  expe>* 
iienced  none  of  those  disasters  which  were  justly  predicted  aa^ 
likely  to  proceed  firom  the.  weakness  of  ^our  military  force*  ^ 
None  of  the  consequences  that  were  on  the  fairest  grounds 
apprehended  from  such  weakness  have  yet  arrived,  and  then>* 
fore  the  people  do  not  adequately  feel  their  situation.  Of  what 
is  necessary  in  the  contemplation  of  a  real  contest  with  the 
military  force  of  the  etiemy,  the  country  appear  to  havr 
scarcely  an  idea.     But^let  me  hope  that  the  case  is  different  in 
this  house.    I  cannot,  indeed,  sdlow  myself  to  suppose  that 
your  minds,  having  been  so  long  turned  to  military  topics^ 
and  having  received  so  much  information  from  some  of  the 
aUest  men  in  the  house,  can  now  be  unacquainted  with  the 
ioefficacy  of  our  present  system  of  defence,  or  indifferent  to 
the  means  by  which  it  may  be  improved.     Quite  the  contrary 
is  the  natural  supposition,  and  therefore  I  am  justified  in  ex- 
pecting your  concurrence  in  a  proposition,  which  has  in  view 
that  improvement,  which  you  must  all  so  anxiously  wish  for. 
I  am  entitled  particularly  to  calculate  upon  the  assistance  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  (Mr. 
Pitt),  and  for  this  plain  reason,  that  this  motion  is  as  neces^ 
sary,  or  rather  much  more  necessary  now,  than  a  motion  of 
the.  same  nature  was,  at  the  time  that  the  right  honourable 
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gectlem^n  submitted  it  to  this  house.  In  order  to  justify  this 
asserttoiii  it  Trill  be  only  necessary  to  consider  what  change  of 
circumstances  has  taken  place  since  that  period  I  have  alluded 
to,  and  particularly  since  the  right  hon.  gentleman  came  into 
office.  Through  this  comparison  I  shall  pass  as  Shonly  as 
possible,  but  as  it  is  essential  to  my^argument,  I  trust  the 
house  will  excuse  me  in  offering  it  to  their  attention*  In  ccm* 
sidering  the  charge  I  shall  naturally  refer  to,  but  not  dwell 
upon  any  addition  to  our  mere  numerical  force.  Mv  caku* 
lation  shall  rest  upon  that  description  of  force,  on  which  the 
country  may  rely  in  the  hour  of  actual  hosrility,  upon  our  effi- 
cient means  defensive  and  offensive,  as  compared  to  what  they 
were  at  the  time  the  right  hon.  gentleman  made  his  motioO) 
or  rather  when  he  came  into  office,  and  also,  as  compared  td 
the  similar  means  of  the  enemy.  Upon  the  arrangements  that 
took  place,  and  the  progress  that  was  made  with  regard 
to  our  military  defence,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  prcde* 
cesser,  now  his  colleague,  I  do  not  mean  to  make  any  obser- 
vation, as  those  points  have  been  already  sufficiently  canvassed. 
But  from  what  I  am  about  to  state,  the  public  will  be  enabled 
to  determine  the  dispute  which  is  understood  still  to  prevail 
among  some  men,  with  regard  to  the  comparative  merits  of 
thesetwo  war  ministers.  My  intention  is  particulariyto  examine^ 
whether  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  made  any  and  what  in- 
creased provisions,  to  meet  the  increased  dangers  in  whld^his 
administration  has  involved  the  country.  The  first  thing  that 
occurs  to  one's  mind,  in  considering  the  increase  of  danger 
which  we  owe  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  provident  con- 
duct, is— the  war  with  Spain:  Into  thai  subject  I  shadl  not 
attempt  to  enter  much  at  length.  Nor  shonld  I,  had  I  bemt 
present  at  the  time  the  subjett  was  before  the  house»  hav^ 
presumed  to  offer  any  opinion  upoa  the  queationt  whether  tlu| 
war  was  just  or  unjust.  But,  upon  the  consideration  of  expe% 
diency,  I  should  most  certainly  have  voted  against  it.  llie 
state  of  this  country,  and  of  Spain  also,  would  have  urged  me 
strdiuously  to  resist  it,  under  existing  circumstances :  without 
meaning  positively  to  assert  that  a  war  with  Spain  mi^t  have 
been  avoided,  notwithstanding  the  connection  of  that  country 
wit^  France,  this  I  feel  myself  folly  sustained  in  asserting^ 
that  such  a  war  might  and  ought  to  have  been  postponed.  If 
we  had  conducted  ourselves  properly  towards  Spain,  sure  I  ana 
that  that  power  would  not  have  been  disposed  to  ii^ure  us  ; 
and  if  forced  to  come  forward  at  all  to  act  hostiiely  against  us, 
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I  am  persuaded  ^he  would  h^ve  been  but  an  unmUiiig  tnemjf 
Suty  by  the  course  pursuc(l,.t];ke  Spanish  people. were  complete* 
I7  diyeriied  from  tlie  natural  bent  bf  their  tncIiDation»  and  a 
^ong  prejudice  was  excited  against  England^  This  was  the 
fruit  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  policy.  How  con- 
trary to  the  principle  upon  which  ministers  act  in  other  caseSf 
where  it  is  deemed  a  mattej:  of  great  moment  to  conci- 
liate the  hearts  of  the  people  I  I  remember  when  the  peace  of 
Amiens  was  under  discussion,  those  who  defended  that  peaqs 
pieadcdi  9B  one  great  reason  for  making  the  impoit^nt  sacrifice! 
which  marked  that  treaty,  that  the  treaty  itself  was  necessary 
to  conciliate  the  hearts  of  the  people ;  and  at  the  commence- 
m»nt  of  the  present  war,  some  gentlemen  were  heard  to  con* 
gratulate  the  house  upon  the  happy  result  of  the  "  experi- 
ment»"  as  that  peace  was  termed.  Why  should  it  be  supposed 
that  a  similar  consideration  would  not  have  influence  on  the  , 
Spanish  people  ?  If  it  had  been  attended  to  on  our  part,  I 
really  think  that  the  Spanish  war»  with  the  consequent  addi- 
tion it  has  occasioned  ti»  the  navy  and  ar^y  of  France^  might 
have  been,  guarded  agcunst.  It  may  very  .well  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  Spanish  government,  even  impelled  by  the  influ^npe 
pf  France,  would  have  attempted  tq  comipence  a  war  with 
this  country  if  it  were  not  for  tbeg^cat  and  galling  aggressions 
it^  met  with..  It  is  very  prt>bable  that^  if  it  were  not  for  mch 
aggressicKis^  Spain  would  b^ve  CQBt^uMf^d.at  p^ice  with  us,  49 
I  brieve,  was  th^Qir  wish«  At  ^i^jev^s,  h^  ouir  govem^iimt' 
•cted  difierently,  thoy  would  h^v^  g^inpd.  the  hearts  of  the 
Spanish/  people,  whatever^might  have  been  the  conduct  of  th^ 
Spai<ish  government.  But,  if  there  be  one  spark  of  pride  in 
fcbe  people  of  SpsttRt  and  J  sincerely  believe  Uiem  as  proud  as 
ihey  hov^j^ver  beeni  they  must  feelindign^t  at  our  conduct^ 
and  anxipuitlyeag^r  for  the  opportuaity  to  avenge  the  out^ 
ifigca  committed  GO- th^m^; 

,  There  is  one  point  qui4e  i:e}GV|a|il,  ;ao4.  very,  mf^terial  to 
this  queftion  to  confider,  vi^.  how.we  ll^nd  now  in  confc* 
qucnce  of  tlie  war  with  Spain?'  The  main  ground  of  90m- 
l^laint  which  ipini^lers  alleged  agsMAit  that  country  was,  the 
pecuoiary  aid  which  it  afforded  to  France,  and  which  the^ 
maintained  whs  the  nioft.  efhclent  and  hoftiie  aflidanc^  in 
its  power  19  furnitb.  In  order  tq  deiccmine  upon  this,  as  ^ 
iufficient  ground  of  war,  it  is  necelTary  to  cun^der  two^queA 
tions:  fii*il,  whether  we,  by  going  to  war,  could  reafonably 
calculate  upon  being  abje  to  ioteiccpt^thofc  fupplies^/rom 
America,  which  we  fuppofcd  likely  to  go  inio  the  coffers 
of  France?  fecondly,  whether,  vvitbout  thofe  fuoplies, 
.   Vol.  III.  1805.  3S  France 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


49i  THB  PAmUAlffiBIITART  RMISTER.  [Coinio)r#, 

Franc*  would  have  been  able  effe£tively  to  profecute  the 
war?  NoWf  as  to  Ifae  firft  point,  I  have  only  to  repeat  the 
fed>  that  feveral  fquadrons  of  the  enemy  now  fail  undiC* 
turbed  in  almoft  every  diiedion,  and,  being  enabled  to  do 
fo,  there  is  yery  li^ie  probability  that  they  would  leave 
expofcd  to  capture  thofe  galleons  which  bring  home  the 
pecuniary  fuppties  from  America,  and  which  our  minU 
iters  at  the  lommenccment  of  the  war  exprefled  a  con- 
fident expeAation  of  being  i*ble  to  inlciccpt.  As  to  the 
iecond  poiiit,  it  was  quite  abfui'd  to  fup,  ofe  that  Bonaparte 

'  Could  not,  independently  of  pecuniary  aid  from  Sj5<«in«  have 
carried  on  a  fyilem  of  formidable  hoftiiity,  wiih  the  other 

■  means  that  he  pofllflcs.     With  the  whole  of  Italy  in  bis 

Soiieiliun,  whh  the  immenfe  refources  wtiicb  his  extenfive 
ominions  are  capable  of  affording,  can  we  fuppofe  for  a 
moment  that  pecuniary  affiftance  from  Spain  was  indi(pen« 
lably  necelTary  to  luftain  the  power  of  Bonaparte,  or  to* 
promote  the  hoftile  views  he  may  entertain  againfi  this  couo* 
try?  I  am  aware  that  there  have  been  works 'written  to 
maintain  the  negative^  with  a  view  to  juftify  the  Spaniih 
war.  Some  of  tfaefe  works  I  have  feen»  and  others  I  have 
heard  of,  which  are  en  the  whole  fuch  contemptible  lluff, 
that  ir  would  be  really  a  wafie  of  time  to  read  them.  How* 
ever,  after  having  intercepted  the  pecuniary  fuppties  for 
this  year,  there  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  ratio* 
Sial  man,  that  war  ought,  as  it  apparently  might  have  been, 
avoided  f^r  the  prefent  year,  and  therefore  minifies  are 
fairly  chargeable  witti  having  by  their  impolicy  given,  fo^r 
this  year  at  teaft,  all  the  military  and  naval  aid  that  Spain 
can  afford  to  fuppiort  the  piojciH  of  the  enemy*  Let  us  take 
a  fhort  ^  review  of  what  France  has  gained  in  defenfive  and 
offenfive  mean»  of  operation  through  ibis  imprudent  pro. 
ceeding,  compared  to  our  gain  fince  the  fa;T)e  period.  It 
has  been  ftatdd  before,  and  I  thirik  very  moderately,  lliat 
France  derives  from  Spain,  in  confequence  of  the  war,  ad 
acceffion  to  her  navy  of  no  left  than  25  fail  of  the  line. 
While  in  looking  over  that  defcription  of  our  naval  force 
which  is  applicable  to  a  war  with  Spain,  and  not  confidering, 
of  courfe,  ii)e  increafe  thai  has  been  made  in  the  fmall  craft, 
which  is  ortly  fit  for  ate  in  the  narrow  feas,  I  find  that  for 
tile  laft  twelve  monflis  we  have  added  fix  to  our  Ihips  of  tke 
line  ;  but  in  the  fifties,  which  are  faid  to  be  equal  to  (omt 
Dutch  (hips  of  the  line,  there  has  been  a  diminution  of  five; 
fo  that  the  entire  addition  of  our  navy  has  been  only  one 
flxip,  during  a  period  in  which,  by  a  conduft  that  reflefted 
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drfgrace  upon  the  cbsraAer  of  the  coUnnjt  w€  b«ve  added 
25  fail  of  the  line  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  ;  and  as.  to  thd 
additional  military  means  withirhicb  the  fame  conduA  has 
furnifhed  him,  we  hare  no  data  npoa  Which  ptecifely.to 
calculate,  but  we  may  fairly  deem  it  to  be  conftderable^ 

In  viewing  the  ftate  of  our  force  now  and  about  the  time 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  brought  forward  a  fimi* 
lar  pi'opofition^  and  called  upon  tbts  h^uie  to  interpofe  its  . 
counfely  in  order  to  fave  the  countryi  I  (hall  coniider 
feparately  the  amotint  orf  our  army  at  hoiHe  and  abroad^ 
The  returns  on  the  table  do  not  refer  precilely  to  the  period 
'  of  the  riglit  hon*  gentleman's  return  to  power.  I  mean  to 
take  in  my'comparifon  the  date  of  the  (ft  of  jannary,  18a4# 
and  that  being  fire  months  earlier^  it  is  of  courfe  for  th^ 
advantage  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman*  as  fome  in^ 
creafe  may  he  naturally  fuppofed  to  have  taken  place  ill 
the  intervening  perit)d,  for  which  incredfe  I  am  by  this 
•mode  giving  him  credit.  Let  him  have  the  benefit  of  AWf 
augmentation  whidh  tO(>k  place  during  the.  itve  months 
which  elapfed  from  the  r (I  of  January^  i6i>4f  to  his  dop 
ceflioo  to  power,  and  ftill  tlie  oomparifon  will  exl^ibii- 
a  complete  evidence  of  the  inefficiency  of  his  ex<rt]oa% 
and  a  moft'  mblanchoiy  profpeA  for  the  country.  F^rft^ 
taking  our  troops  or%  foreign  ftation^,  I  find,  tl^at  wc 
had  abroad,  on  the  ift'of  January^  1804,  46,6ii^,  o»  the 
1ft  of  June,  1805.  6&,354i.  I  beg  the  houle  to  recolka, 
that  among  the  increafe  in  this  department,  I  difcovered,  oa 
ifiquiry  the  other  evening,  t4te#e  afe  3000  recruits  now  in  the 
depot  at  the  Ide  of  Wight,  and  which  were  not  included  in 
the  retui'n  of  I804>;  the  official  increafe,  however,  oa  the 
whole,  appears  to  be  ie,660..  During  the  period  in  which 
this  increafe  has  taken  place/  iet  us  inquire  what  the  French, 
have  been  doing.  By  the  poiohiaed  fleets  from  Cadiz»  con* 
Cfling  of  18  fail  of  the  line  and  (ix  frigates,  k  may  be  fairly 
inferred  from  all  the  ctrcumftances,  that  they  fent  out  t^OOO 
men.  This  was  ftated,  by  all  accounts,  to  have  been  the 
amount  of  its  forcey  and  it  don't  feem  to  hive  been  exag- 
gerated. The  firft  Rochfort  fquadron,  conlifting  of  fix  lail 
of  the  line,  is  faid  to  have  taken  to  the  Weft  Indies  a  force 
of  3000  men  ;  and  the  number  of  troops  on  board  the  lecond 
Rochfort  fquadron,  coniifting  of  two  fail  of  the  line  and 
fome  frigates,  arc  faid  to  amount  to  1  $Q0.  Thus,  in  all» 
the  French  have  difpatched  1 3,500  men  to  foreign  ftations, 
while  our  increafe  amounts  to  16.u60. 
But  notwithstanding  this  appaifent  increase  tn  our  favour, 
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win  any  man  pretend  to  say  that  oiir  foreign  possessions  ar& 
become  more  secure  than  they  were  last  year  ?    To  deter- 
mine this,  the  material  Question  is,  of  what  sort,  and  where 
are  our  troops,  and  those  of  the  enemy  ?     V\'here  the  force 
is  or  is  likely  to  be,  that  the  combined  fleets  took  out,  God 
only  knows ;  but  where  the  other  detachments  of  the  French 
force  are,  we  are  enabled  to  conjecture.    I'he  force  we  hare 
sent  out,  it  is  known,  are  locked  up  for  the  greater  part 
merdy  for  defensive  purposes ;  and  for  purposes  also,  it  is  to 
be  recollected,  that  are  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  Spanish  war.     For  instance,  we  have  added  1,639  men  to 
the  garriion  of  Gibraltar ;  and  will  any  man '  say  that  even 
with  this  addition,  that  fortress  is  as  secure  as  it  would  have 
been  without  such  addition,  if  we  had  not  been  involved  in  a 
Spanish  war  ?     Are  we  not  all  aware  that  three  thousand  five 
hundred  men  is  a  better  defence  while  we  are  at  peace  with 
Spain,  than  five  thousand  men  when  we  are  at  war  with  that 
powef  i    I  infer,  therefore,  frotn  the  consideration  I  have  de- 
scribed, that  the  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
added  to  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar,  with  one  thousand  three 
hundred  men  locked  up  in  the  Bermudas,  New  Brunswick^ 
and  other  places  not  at  all  in  the  contemplation  of  the  ene-^ 
my,  may  be  fairly  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  increase, 
as  a  force  effective  for  hostile  purpose^     For  my  conception 
is,  and  I  presume  of  every  rationaj  man,  that  force  misap- 
plied and  useless,  b  not  to  be  reckoned  upon  as  the  instru- 
ment of  hostility. 

In  addition  to  these  deductions,  I  beg  to  mention  the  force 
which  is  under  the  command  of  Sir  James  Craig,  which 
amounts  to  between  four  and  five  thousand  men.  The  desti- 
nation of  this  force  it  is  extremely  difficult,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  rational  calcuIation>  to  imagine.  According  to  ru- 
mour, it  is  meant  for  soma  'effective  operation.  Some  say 
Minorca  is  the  point  of  attack,  bat  what' end  ministers  can 
propose  to  answer  by  the  capture. of  that  island  at  the  present 
time,  I  cannot  conjecture.  It  ^caimor,  surely,  be  wiih  a  view 
to  facilitate  the  blockade  of  Toalon,  for  it  would  be  rather 
late  to  attempt  that.  To  blockade  that  port  now,  would  be, 
to  use  a  vulgar  phr jse,  **  to  shut  the  stable  door  after  the 
steed  is  stolen/'     ( A  laugh,) 

With  the  deduction  I  have  referred  to,  I  estimate  the  real 
increase  of  bur  foreign  force  since  the  period  stated,  at  about 
seven  thousand  five  hundred,  opposed  to  the  thirteen  thou- 
«and  of  the  enemy ;  but  were  the  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men  still  farther  considered^  with  respect  to  their  cha- 
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meter'  and  distribution,  and  from  this  combined  with  every 
other  circumstance,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  situation  of  our 
foreign  settlements  ts  much  more  endangered  now  than  when 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  came  into  office.     Upon  inquiry  i 
have  no  doubt  that  it.  will  appear  there  was  much  better 
grounds  for  confidence  in  our  safety  last  year  than  there  are 
at  present.     If  such  be  'our  condition  abroad,  I  am  sorry  to 
state  that  in  our  means  at  home,  no  matter  for  consolation^ 
much  less  for  congratulation,  is  to  be  found.     I  form  nry 
jsnd2:ment  from  the  papers  before  the  house.     Before  I  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  beg  to  say  a  few 
words  as  to  the  danger  ■  of  that  attack,  of  which  we  heard  so 
much  since  the  war,  1  mean  invasion.     I  certainly  was  ooe  qf 
those  who  expected  the  attempt  would  have  been  made  muck 
earlier.     I  thought  that  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Bonaparte 
would  have  prompted  him  to  make  at  once  a  great  risk,  la 
order  to  aim  a  desperate  blow  at  the  existence  of  this  coun« 
try.     I  was,  therefore,  the  more  anxious  to  prepare  an  army 
and  equip  our  navy.'    But,  in  my  appreliension  of  an  imme- 
diate attack,  I  confess  I  was  mistaken.     The  enemy  seems  re^ 
solved  to  proceed  more  slowly,  and  perhaps  more  surely  in   . 
his  operations.     With  an  extensive  coast  and  a  formidable 
army,  he  will  chuse  his  own  time.     The  gigantic  power  and 
active  disposition  should  point  out  to  us  the  necessity  of  being 
perpetually  on  our-  guard.     It  would  be  preposterous  to  sup-^ 
pose  that  Bonaparte  has  given  up  the  design  of  invadine  us* 
I  am  sorry,  therefore,  to  perceive,  that  the  public  seem  of  iatc 
disposed  to  treat  the  project  with  levity.     A  noble  lord  (Cas- 
tlcreagh),  who  is  one  of  his  majesty's  cabinet  ministers,  did» 
indeed,  recently  state  in  this  house>  that  the  war  had  changed 
its  character,  and  that  it  was  now  become  a  colonial  war.     If 
the  noble  lord,  meant  by  that,  which  his  words  appeared  to    / 
imply,  that  the  probability  of  invasion  was  gone,  I  hope  in 
such  an  opinion  he  stands  alone  in  the  cabinet.     I  trust  that 
the  exertions  of  the  enemy  abroad,  or  our  necessity  to  meet 
them  in  distant  settlements,  will  never  render  ministers  hsig 
attentive  to  the  security  of  our  home  defence.     For  what,  I 
would  ask,  is  more  probable,  than  ,that  after  inducing  u«,  by  the 
alarm  of  their  combined  fleet,  to  detach  squadrons,  perhaps 
to  the  East  and  West  Indies  ;  after  attacking  Jamaica,  where 
there  is  not  a  f:)rce  of  above  three  or  fcrtir  thousand  troops  to 
meet  them,   and  committing  some  ravages  elsewhfere,  this 
combined  fleet  should  suddenly  return,  receive  reinforcements 
from  the  enemy's  ports,  sail  up  the  channel,  as  the  combined 
fleet  did  in  the  American  war>  and  anchor  in  the  Downs  ? 
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Then  vhat  would  be  done  to  hinder  the  Boulogne  flotilla 
from  coming  across  ?  {A  smile  on  the  ministerial  itnches.)  I 
observe,  resumed  the  hon.  officer,  that  some  gentlemen  are 
inclined  to  sneer  at  this  remark.  But  they  cannot  be  siflr|»is* 
ed  at  it  if  thej  recollect  the  strong  recommendation  known 
to  hai^  been  made  by  Mons.  D'Bouille  to  the  Count  De 
Grasse  to  leave  Rodney  in  the  West  Indies,  and  sail  for  Eik 
rope>  to  avail  themselves  of  the  absence  of  our  tiaval  force  at 
home,  to  attack  England.  If  such  was  the  wish  of  a  French 
officer  then,  can  it  be  supposed  so  improbable,  dtat  under  die 
enterprising  Bonaparte,  a  similar  manoeuvre  to  that  then  ad* 
vised  may  now  be  really  attempted?  I  would,  therefere, 
exhort  ministers  to  turn  their  particular  attention  to  the 
means  of  effectually  providing  against  any  such  attempt. 

Here  the  hon.  officer  entered  into  various  statements  rda- 
tive  to  the  comparative  state  of  the  amount  of  om*  military 
force  on  the  ist  of  January  1805,  and  on  the  ist  instant,  oi 
which  the  following  is  the  substance : 

That  from  the  returns  lately  presented  to  this  house  it  ap- 
pears that  on  the  first  of  the  present  month  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency of  45,134  men  in  his  majesty's  regular  British  cavalry 
and  infantry,  and  of  4,212  in  the  foreign  corps,  amouiitiDg 
together  to  493346  men  wanting  to  complete  the  regular 
army. 

That  from  the  returns  presented  to  this  house  of  the  e£* 
fective  strength  of  his  majesty's  forces  on  the  1st  of  January^ 
1804,  and  the  ist  of  Jnne,  1805,  it  appears  that,  at  the  for* 
mer  period,  the  total  amount  of  regular  British  cavalry  and 
infantry  was  122,700  men,  (including  tooo  recruits  at  the 
army  depot  who  were  omitted  in  the  said  return,)  and  at  the 
latterperiod  1 3 7,345,being  an  increase  of  14,645  men;  but  that 
this  was  in  part  occasioned  by  the  enlistment  of  8963  men 
from  the  militia;  so  that  the  actual  increase  arbiiigfrom  any 
means  that  can  be  considered  as  permanent,  was  not  morediXB 
5,682  men  in  seventeen  months,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  about 
4000  men  per  anmim,  being  something  less  than  one  deventh 
part  of  the  present  deficiency. 

That  on  the  ist  of  January,  1804,  ^^^  whole  infantry  of 
the  army  exclusive  of  militia,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
pineteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  men  {in- 
cluding the  recruits  at  the  army  depot,  omitted  in  the  said  re- 
turn,) and  that  of  this  number  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred* 
or  thereabouts,  consisted  of  foreign  corps^  so  that  the  Britkh 
infantry  at  that  time  amounted  to  one  bnindred  and  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  twenty-three  men. 

That 
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That  on  the  ist  of  June^  1805,  ^^^  whok  infantry  of  th^ 
army»  exclusive  of  militia,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  I  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  including 
about  twenty  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men 
belonging  to  foreign  corps,  of  whom  five  thousand  four  hun*- 
dred  and  one  consisted  of  Ceylon  native  troops  \  and  that  the  • 
whole  amount  of  British  infantry  at  that  time  was  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  thousand  and  (birty-fiveybeiiig  ten  thousand 
four  hundred  and  two  more  than  on  the  t  st  of  January,  1 804. 
But  as  in  this  increase  are  included  8,963  men  enlisted  from  the 
jnilitiai  it  appears  that  the  whole  increase  of  British  infantry  in 
seventeen  months,  has  not  exceeded  1439  men,  or  thereabouts, 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  1015,  or  about  1-3 6ch  part  of  the  present 
.  deficiency  in  12  months.  ':  ;     . 

Under  these  circumstances,  combined  with  the  considd^atioa 
of  the  enemy's  force,  1  ask  of  the  house  is  there  not  ample 
ground  for  inquiry?  But  when  you  take  into  view  the  impor- 
tant advance  of  the  enemy's  navy,  that  ground  becomes  still 
stronger:  that  navy,  in  May  1804,  amounted  to  only  £p 
sail  of  the  line ;  at  present  to  84  sail  of  the  line.  What  k 
the  proportion  we  bear  to  this  force?  In  May  1B04,  we  had 
88  sail  of  the  line,  we  now  have  94.  When  gentlemen  con- 
sider this  comparison  ia  that  branch  of  oqr  strength  upon 
vluch  the  nation  has  been  accustomed  to  rely,  in  that,  indeed^ 
in  which  the  people  have  long  supposed  their  coiintrv  invinci* 
ble,  is  there  ii<H^ound  for  .istonishment  and  aUirm  ^  Is  there 
not  at  kast  reason  to  inquire  ? 

The  ex^aor4imry  expcnce  to  wliich  the  establishment  of 
the  army  is>  under  the  system  of  modern  ministers,  pecu* 
Karly  subject,  is  another,  point  to  which  I  would  wish  to 
direttthe  attention  of  the  bou^e.  .  There  are  in  fact  two 
millions  cnore  vot^d  annually  tha;i,.tbe  establishment.  That 
is,  the  ^tablishment  is  so.  much  below  the  estimate,  as  I 
have  already*  shewn.  The  amqunt  of  the  vote  for  the  pay 
of  men  who  do  iK)t  exist,  is.  no  ,doubt  applied  by  mitiisters 
to  some  other  purpose.  But  1  o,bserve>  that  there  docs  n»t 
appear  in  any  piper  on  the  table  any  allusion  to  balances 
from  the  military  department  for-  the  last  year.  How  the 
ministers  propose  or  hope  to  complete  the  deficiency  of  the 
establishment,  I  call  on  them  to  state.  With  all  the  advan- 
tages  of  war  in  favour  of  the  regular  recruiting,  yet  such  has 
been  the  operation  of  the  impediments  which  the  pl-^ns  of 
ministers  have  thrown  in  its  way,  that  it  has  not  been  as 
"^  productive  to  the  regular  army  within  the  year,  as  it  has 
been  in  some  years  of  peace.    If  the  house  should  go  into 
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the  committeei  I  propose  to  submit  some  resolutioos,  which 
will  be  groimded  on  the  detaik  that  appear  on  the  table.  If 
any  of  these  resolutions  appear  erroneous,  they  may  of  course 
be  rescinded ;  but  fo  these  resolutions  which  rest  on  the 
papers,  I  mean  to  add  the  following,  which  arc  naturally 
suggested  by  the  conduct  and  evident  intentions  of  mi- 
nisters. 

That,  considering  the  small  progress  made  towards  com- 
pleting the  army  during  a  period  in  which,  excepting  in  the 
£ast  Indies,  very  little  loss  has  been  sustained  in  consequence 
of  military  operations ;  and,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  this  liouse  is  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  some  more  efficacious  sy^ 
tern  for  the^  supply  of  the  army,  than  that  which  has  been 
hith^to  pursued. 

And  that,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  liis  majesty's  ministers 
have  anv  intention  of  proposing  any  new  measure  with  9  view 
to  the  furthering  of  the  recruiting  service,  or  to  the  improve- 
ment of  our  military  system,  this  house  do  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon 
these  highly  important  subjects. 

After  the  various  grounds  I  have  ilated  as  to  our  increafed 
^nger  and  diminifhed  force,  naval  and  military,  compared 
with  the  force  of  the  enemy,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  any 
leafon  that  can  be  afligned  for  oppofmg  inquiry  at  prefent, 
by  thofe  at  leaft  who  Uipported  inquiry  when  propofed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  I  can  fee  no  reafon 
whatever,  unicfs  that  which  I  fuppofe  the  right  hunourabte 
gentleman  himfelf  would  hardly  avow,  and  which  (  rather 
think  that  few  of  his  friends  near  him  would  be  forward  to 
allege,  namely,  that  a  man  is  prime  mihiAer  now,  who 
was  not  in  that  (ituation  twelve  months  ago.  Whatever  rc- 
fpe£t  fome  perfons  may  entertain  for  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  furely  there  are  none  who  will  maintain  that 
the  proofs  I  have  ftated  are  not  fufBcieut  to  (hew, 
that  little  confidence  is  due  to  his  talents  for  recruiting  an 
army,  or  providing  for  the  national  defence.  Witiiout  be- 
ing expofed  to  any  of  the  loiTes  of  war,  he  has  obtained  for 
the  country  none  of  the  ^ains  incident  tp  fuch  a  {late  foi; 
fupplying  an  army. 

it  may  be  alked,  what  do  I  mean  to  propofe,  if  the 
houfe  (hould  go  into  a  committee?  But  to  this  I  Ihould  aa« 
fwer,  1  am  not  bound  to  propofe  any  thing.  However,  I 
would  fay,  undo  all  that  has  been  already  done  refpe£ting 
Zhe  military,  and  you  will  have  done  a  great  deal  toward 
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improvement.  You  will  have  removed  the  ohftacle  iil  its 
way.  •*  What,"  I  fupp^fe  fome  gentlemen  would  fay,  **  would 
you  do  away  Mr.  Pitt's  parilh  bill  ?"  Yes,  that  particularly 
I  would  remove  ;  that  which  would  be  a  difgrace  to  a  man 
of  common  ability,  rquch  lefs  to  a^  gentleman  of  the  high 
fame  of  the  author.  .  I  would  remove  that  which  has  in- 
curred all  the  expence  of  officers,  &c.  for  fixty  or  feventy 
thoufand  men,  without  doing  any  thing  for  the  army,  ia 
the  way  of  the  increafe  of  which  it  forms  a  material  obfta- 
cle.  Common  fenfe  argues  that  it  muft.  Men  are  induced 
to  enter  into  the  army  either  from  idlenefs,  diftrefs,  or  an 
enthufiaftic  love  of  the  military  life.  The  parilh  army  and 
the  mifitia  muft  ^naturally  take  off  all,  or  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  wlio  enlift  from  either  of  the  two  former  mo* 
tives,  together  with  thofe  alfo  who  enlift  from  love  of  parade. 
With  fuch  obftruflions  in  the  way  of  the  ordinary  recruitingt 
I  would  aflc  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to 
tell,  not  in  that  lofty  eloquence  at  which  he  Is  fuch  a  re- 
markable proficient,  and  which  generally  rather  confounds 
the  underftanding  of  a  plain  hearer,  or  involves  the  fubjeft, 
but  in  terms  inteliigtble  to  me  or  any  man  <  f  m:re  comnlon 
fenfe,  how  he  can  expeft  to  fill  up  a  deficiency  of  50,000 
men.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  cannot  entertain  a 
hope  or  an  idea  of  ever  being  able  to  do  it  under  his  prefent 
military  fyftem.       "    '         . 

It  is  afierted  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  plan 
has  been  produdive  ;  that  it  has  raifed  3000  men.  But  this 
I  utterly  deny.  I  can  affiriiithat  not  one  man  has  been  ob« 
tained  through  the  fair  operation  of  that  aft.  It  ftruck  me 
with  furprife,  that  out  or  this  3000  men  mentioned  in  the 
return,  2292  were  ftated  to  have  been  raifed  in  Ireland. 
Upon  inquiry,  however,  among  fome  members  from  that 
country,  I  found  that  all  thofe  men  were  procured  by  other 
means  than  fuch  as  pointed  out  by  the  bill,  and  all  which 
means  interfered  with  the  regular  recruiting.  But  the  thing 
which  next  moft  injurioufly  interferes  with  the  ordinary  re- 
cruiting in  confequence  of  this  bill,  is  the  very  grievance 
which  it  was  profeflcdly  introduced  to  remove ;  I  mean 
i^igh  bounties.  The  parifhesT>eing  liable  to  a  fine  of  20l. 
for  any  man  of  their  quota  that  may  be  deficient,  will,  of 
courfe,  give  any  thing  (hort  of  that  to  procure  fuch  men. 
Then  a  recruit  may  receive  19l.  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  if 
he  afterwards  enters  into  the  regular  army,  he  is  entitled  to 
I4l.     What,  I  would  aik,  is  fuch  a  fum  as  3'il.  compared 
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to  1$.  guineas,  the  higheft  bounty  allowed  for  a  recruit  at 
once  enliftihg  into  the  regular  army  ;  and  how,  with  fuch 
competition,  can  the  ordinary  recruiting  make  any  pro- 
grefs  ?  Let  this  parifh  aft,  therefore,  be  firft  taken  away  as 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  evil  complained  of,  and  let  thofe 
battalions  he  aboliflied  which  that  aft  has  created,  and 
which  occaHon  an  annual  expence  to  the  country  of  no  lefs 
than  300,0001.  This  difeaie  removed  from  our  military 
fyftem,  the  regular  army  will  recover  a  confidcrable  part  of 
Its  former  conllitution,  and  may  be  raifed  to  that  ftate  of 
vigour  which  is  now  fo  effentially  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of 
the  empire. 

Having  said  so  much^  generally,  of  the  state  of  our  mili- 
tary preparations,  I  must  now  allude  to  the  state  of  the  volun- 
teers, and  certainly  it  is  the  farthest  thing  in  the  world  from 
my  wish  to  say  any  thing  harsh  of  this  most  respectable  body. 
But  with  all  my  respect  for  them,  I  must  assert,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  in  volunteer  corps  is  to  the  last  degree 
ridiculous  and  absurd.  To  say  that  the  officers  of  volunteer 
corps  shall  hold  the  same  rank  as  the  officers  in  the  regular 
military  force  is  quite  extravagant.  I  put  it  to  the  feelings 
and  the  consideration  of  the  house,  what  a  regular  officer» 
who  has  perhaps  been  thirty  years  in  the  service,  would  think^ 
who  sees  that  all  his  labours,  his  toils,  and  his  sufferings  have 
met  no  adequate  reward.  I  know  that  many  of  the  officers 
in  volunteer  corps  hold  most  respectable  situations  in  the 
community  j  that  in  private  life  they  are  universally  respect* 
cd ;  but  speaking  as  a  professional  man,  I  cannot  attach  much 
credit  to  their  exertions.  I  give  them  every  sort  of  credit 
for  their  loyalty  and  patriotism,  but  I  never  can  allow  that 
they  are  to  supersede  the  regular  establishment  of  this  coun- 
try. It  is  of  some  importance  for  the  house  to  consider  wliat 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  resolution  such  as  that  which  has 
been  solemnly  proposed  by  certain  geutleriien  who  wish  that 
the  whole  military  defence  of  the  kmgdom  should  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  present  ministers.  I  can  easily  entertain  the 
utmost  respect  for  the  individuals  who  officiate  as  volunteer 
officers  'f  but,  making  them  every  sort  of  allowance,  admitting 
that  they  were  animated  with  the  riiost  sincere  sentiments  of 
attachment  to  the  sovereign,  I  cannot  admit  that  their  habits 
of  life  at  all  consist  with  such  a  mode  of  military  establish- 
ment. What  shall  we  say,  or  rather,  what  would  those  un- 
der their  command  say,  if  the  whole  of  their  proceedings 
were  to  be  directed  by  a  pastry-cook  colonel?    Is  such  a 
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man  fit  to  command  the  energetic  and  voluntary  defenders  of 
the  freedom  of  their  country  ?  If  the  country  is  to  be  up- 
held by  volunteer  officers,  this  surely  was  not  one  of  those 
occasions  in  which  their  character  was  to  be  finally  establish- 
ed. Tarts  and  cheese-cakes  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subject,  but  tarts  and  cheese-cakes  enable  many  people  to 
make  a  great  figure,  when  otherwise  their  names  would  have 
been  altogether  obscure*  It  is  not  then  surely  to  the  dealers 
^1  tarts  and  cheese-cakes  that  we  are  to  confide  the  concerns 
of  the  freest  and  the  happiest  country  in  the  world.  I  could, 
without  any  difficulty,  enlarge  upon  this  subject,  but  I  bi?lieve 
the  house  will  very  cheerfully  decline  this  engagement.  I 
wish  no  man  to  be  involved,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  on 
my  account.  While  I  say  this,  however,  I  trust  my  observa- 
tions shall  not  be  misunderstood.  When  I  am  ready  to  say 
that  an  obvious  error  has  been  committed,  I  will  not  go  the 
length  of  telling  them  that  a  much  more  expeditious  and  sa- 
.tisfactory  mode  should  be  adopted.  7  he  house  has  discover- 
ed on  all  occasions  a  desire  to  follow  the  most  honourable 
course  of  proceeding,  and  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
now  at  the  head  of  his  majesty's  counsels  gave  his  opinion  in 
favour 'of  the  idea,  it  was  nilly  corroborated.  When  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  out  of  power,  complaints  were  nu- 
merous, but  there  was  no  specific  offi;r  of  service.  Much  was 
promised,  but  undoubtedly  little  was  executed.  Military  au- 
thorities were  professedly  restricted,  but  it  is  not  difficult 
to  see  that  these  sort  of  authorities  are  played  ofi^  against 
each  other.  The  question  before  the.  house  now  is  not, 
however,  strictly  speaking,  a  military  question.  It  is  one 
which  addresses  itself  to  the  feelings  and  common  under- 
standing of  the  country.  It  is  a  question  in  which  all  our 
highest  interests  are  involved,  in  which  every  thing  that 
is  most  agreeable  is  at  stake.  In  common  cases  of  property, 
you  will  not  allow  the  act  of  a  young  man,  when  disposing  of 
his  property,  to  be  considered  valid.  If,  th^n,  it  is  indecent 
or  unprofitable  to  execute  such  an  arrangement ;  if  it  is  un- 
derstood that  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  unavailable 
to  the  object  in  view,  I  think  in  every  consideration  of  the 
subject  that  my  conduct  must  be  held  justified.  We  talk 
much  of  the  respect  that  all  of  us  feel  for  the  liberties  and 
privileges  which  all  of  us  enjoy  under  our  excellent  constitu- 
tion. Is  it  not  then  strange  that  we  shall  deprive  every  man 
of  the  blessings  of  that  constitution,  as  soon  as  ever  he  enters 
into  the  regular  army  ?  We  do  not  permit  young  men  of  six- 
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teen  to  dispose  of  any  part  of  their  property,  but  even  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  we  think  them  fit  to  unite  with  qur  regular 
finrces.     To  go  into  the  army  for  1  fe  is  a  formidable  idea,  bat 
to  go  into  the  army  for  a  limited  number  of  years  is  nothing. 
Enlisting  into,  the  army  for  life  is  what  few  people  would  ro- 
lish,  but  enlisting  for  a  few  years  was  what  the  minds  of  the 
youth  of  the  country  could  be  easily  recdnciled  to.     This, 
^len,  is  a  part  of  the  subject  which  deserves  very  peculiar  at- 
tention, and  until  the  whole  of  this  absurd  plan  of  raising 
men  merely  by  the  exertions  of  parish  officers  is  abolished, 
we  shall  never  be  effectually  relieved.    Tilljthe  population  of 
the  country  hjave  an  object' in  going  into  the.  army,  you  can- 
not ever  entertain  a  reasonable  expectation  of  having  any  thixig 
like  the  appearance  of  a  regular  otrmy.     Having  occupied  the 
attention  so  long,  I  wish  not  to  detain  the  house  much  longer, 
but  at  the  same  time  there  arc  one  or  two  points  on  which  I 
may  make  a  few  observations.     I  must  say  tlieu,  that  the 
mode  in  which. courts  martial  have  been  held,  has  not  at  all 
been  in  that  form  which  regular  attention  to  tlie  proceedings 
of  th^  constitution  would  have  sanctioned.     If  means  were 
adopt^  to  give  the  oiHcers  of  the  regular  army  adequate  rc- 
munei-ation  for  their  exertions  and  their  labours,  then  you 
would  find  the  difficulties  to  recruiting,  in  a  great  measure, 
removed,  and  every  objection  that  now  presented  itself  would 
be  immediately  removed.    We  should  not  then  have  to  de- 
pend on  the  present  inefficient  mode  of  su^ying  the  de6- 
ciencies  in  our  general  force.    We  should  have,  on  the  con- 
t;rary,  a  display  of ^zeal  and  alacrity,  which  nothing  else  coiiht 
accomplish.     The  present  mode  in  which  courts  martial  are 
framed,  at  the  same  time  demands  attention  while  I  am  on 
this  part  of  the  subject.    I  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  the 
gcfneral  character  of  the  profession,  I  cannot  conceive  it  at  all 
reconcilable  to  the  established  practice  of  all  the  armies  of 
Europe,  that  corporal  punishments  should  be  continued  ia 
our  service.    This  sort  of  practice  is  inconsistent  with  the 
feelings  of  a  soldier.     It  partakes  of  a  degrading  character, 
which  the  honourable  ideas  connected  with  the  military  pro^ 
fession  must  despise.   While  I  allude  to  this  point,  let  me  not 
forget  the  inadequate  provision  that  is  made  ibr  the  officers  in 
our  regular  army.     I  appeal  to  the  house,  whether  it  is  at  all 
to  be  conceived,  that  a  captain,  necessarily  compelled  to  keept 
«p  a  genteel  appearance,  can,  on  an  allowance  of  ipol.  or  200L 
^  year;^  keep  up  the  honour  of  the  profession  with  which  he 
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is  connected,?  I  can  remember,  sir,  twenty-five  years  ago, 
that  in  the  Prussian  service,  the  Great  Frederic  made  it  his  ^ 
practice  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  to  jwocure  the  com- 
fort of  his  soldiers.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  remind  tjie  house^ 
that  in  that  country  every  article  of  subsistence  is  infinitely 
cheap,  and  therefore  the  attention  paid  to  the  comfort  of  the 
military  life  was  the  surest  proof  of  anxiety  for  excellence, 
while  it  was  the  best  pledee  of  attachment.  Such  an  ex« 
ample  ought  to  be  followed  m  this  country,  and  till  the  itiili- 
tary  profession  be  placed  on  such  a  footing,  we  cannot  ex- 
pect to  hold  that  footing  in  Europe,  which  our  character  and 
honour  require.  The  hon.  officer,  after  recapitulating  his 
principal  arguments,  concluded  by  moving  the  first  resolu- 
tion. That  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  army  should  be 
kept  up  ,as  nearly  as  possible  complete  to  the  establishment 
which  has  been  provided  for  by  parliament. 

Lord  CastUreagh  observed  that  the  hon.  colonel,  in  the  out- 
set of  his  speech,  seemed  very  sanguine  that  he  should  be  able 
to  convince  the  house  of  the  expediency  of  appointing  a  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  his  resolutions ;  and  then  stated,  as 
the  first  remedy  which  he  should  propose  in  that  committee, 
for  the  evils  ot  which  he  complained,  the  undoing  of  that 
which  parliament  had  been  doing  for  the  last  two  years,  hav-  / 
ing  himself  but  little  to  offer  in  substitution,  and  being  will- 
ing to  defer  the  introduction  of  that  little  till  next  session ! 
He  rather  thought  that  on  these  grounds  the  hon.  colonel 
would  be  disappointed  in  his  expectations.     Does  he  imagine 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  is  ready  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee at  all  times,  because  there  was  one  period  in  which  ho 
deemed  it  expedient  to  do  so  ?  The  hon.  colonel  should  re- 
collect that  the  same  proposition  had  been  agitated  in  an  early 
part  of  the  present  session,  and  that  neither  his  right  hon« 
friend,  nor  the  house,  at  that  time,  deemed  it  expedient  to  go 
into  6uch  a  committee,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  what  the 
hon.  colonel  had  that  evening  urged,  would  hold  out  a  suf- 
ficient inducement  to  them  to  accede  ta  that  which,  on  the 
occasion  he  alluded  to,  they  had  decidedly  rejected.     Putting 
out  of  his  view  the  early  part  of  the  hon.  colonel's  speech,  in 
which  he  had  travelled  so  far  out  of  his  way  to  censure  the 
conduct  of  government  in  the  rupture  with  Spain,  and  to  state 
the  injurious  consequences  of  that  rupture  to  Great  Britaiui 
he  would  confine  himself  to  the  subject  immediately  before 
the  house,  namely,  the.  present  military  state  of  the  country, 
Tberewas  one  fact  which  the hon.colonslhimself  could  not  dis- 
pute, 
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pUtc,  and  on  which  he  could  not  help  cdngratulating  the  house. 
Parliament  had  certainly  adopted  a  system  in  the  additional 
defence  act,  which,  although  it  might  not  have  been  produc- 
tive to  the  full  extent  ^tliat  was  expected  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  who  introduced  it,  yet,  as  far  as  it  went,  was  not  only 
compatible  with  the  recruiting  service,  but  since  the  existence 
of  which  the  recruiting  for  the  regular  army  had  been  con- 
stantly and  progressively  improving.     Thoiigh  the  hon.  co- 
lonel may  impeach  the  details  (which  had  already  been  discus- 
sed too  largely),  he  cannot  contend  that  a  system  which,  pro- 
duced under  every  disadvantage,  had  added  nine  or  ten  thou- 
sand men  in  the  year,  is  an  unimportant  on^.     He  had  as- 
s'^rted  that  the  increase  had  not  exceeded  four  thousand  mea 
in  the  year ;  but  the  papers  on  the  table  confuted  his  state- 
ments.    In  the  four  nrst  months  of  this  year  the  army  had 
experienced  an  increase  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  men  i 
calculating  in  that  proportion  for  the  remaining  eight  months, 
the  number  would  be  fifteen  thousand^  making  in  the  whole 
between  twenty-two  and  twenty-thi:ec  thousand  men,  instead 
of  four  thousand)  and  this  without  including  the  transfers 
from  the  militia.    But  the  hon.  colonel  seemed  to  think  that 
the  measure  which  he  suggested,  of  enlisting  men  for  a  term 
of  years  instead  of  for  life,  might  without  delay  be  adopted^ 
and  by  improving  the  character,  augment  the  numbers  of  our 
^my ;  and  he  insinuated  blame  against  ministers  for  not  having 
attended  to  this  subject.     Now,  the  fact  was,  that  they  had 
given  it  the  most  anxious  and  painful  attention,  and  the  great 
difference  of  opinion  that  prevailed  not  only  among  them, 
but  among  men  of  the  highest  military  authority,  justified 
them  in  not  coming  to  parliament  to  propose  such  an  altera- 
tion.    In  his  own  mind  he  thought  few  more  men  would  be 
obtained  by  this  new  inducement,  and  he  w^as  confirmed  in 
this  opinion  by  the  fact,  that  when  it  was  proposed  to  the 
Irish  militia  to  enlist  into  the  regulars,  a  bounty  of  ten«gui- 
neas  being  offered  for  limited  service,  and/ twelve  guineas  for 
nnlimited  service,  out  of  nine  thousand,  only  two  hundred 
and  fifty  todk  the  ten  guineas  for  limited  service,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  induced,  by  the  trifling  addition  of  two  guineas, 
to  enlist  for  unlimited  service.    The  hon»  colonel  complained 
of  the  heavy  expence  of  the  second  battalions  j  but  these  were 
of  infinite  service.     From  them  the  first  battalions  were  roost 
easily  supplied,  as  was  clearly  evinced  ItV  the  regiments  lately 
sent  out  to  the  East  Indies,  which  wt*re:  ifnmediately  raised  tQ 
Xhclr  full  complement  of  icoo  men,  &6m  the  numbers  of  vo. 
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lunteers  who  crowded  from  these  second  battalions-  -Another 
benefit  attending  these  second  battalions  was,  that  in  case  of 
invasion  (the  danger  of  which  he  had  never  asserted  to  be  at 
an  end)  the  number  of  experienced  officers  in  the  midst  of  the 
country,  ready  to  take  charge  of  the  volunteers  or  armed  pea- 
^santry,  would   be  a  circumstance  of  incalculable  advantage- 
With  regard  to  the  deficiencies  at  present  existing  in  the  re- 
gular army,  it  was  evident  that  all  armies  raised  as  those  of 
Great  Britain  we;*e,  by  voluntary  enlistment,  and  not  by  cpn- 
scription,  must  be  occasionally  deficient ;  but,  owing  to  the 
supernumeraries  not  having  been  accounted  for  in  the  papers 
on  the  table,  he  rather  thought  that  they  stated  the  deficiencies 
as  greater  than  they  really  were.     The  regular  army  was  at 
present  greater  than  ever  it  was  in  this  country  :  of  that  army 
the  disposable  force  was  larger  j  of  that  disposable  force,  the 
infantry,  arid  particularly  the  Britieh  infantry,  were  more  nu- 
merous, independent  of  a  volunteer  force  exceeding  400,000 
men,  which,  whatever  the  hon.  colonel  might  think  of  them, 
were  in  a  state  of  spirit  and  determination  which  would  render 
them  formidable  to  any  enemies  that  should  dare  to  attack 
them.     Compare  our  gross  force  with  the  highest  point  ta 
which  it  reached  in  1802,  and  it  would  be  found  to  exceed 
that  number  by  5,100  men.     Compare  our  present  regular 
army  with  that  existing  on  the  ist  of  January,  1804 :  at  that 
period  it  consisted  of  150,500  menj    it  now  amounted  tor 
179,100,  making  an  increase  in  the  last  eighteen  months  of 
^8,'6oo  men.     Of  that  number  the  disposable  force  was,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1804,  122,700;  it  was  now  161,300,  be-* 
ing  an  increase  of  38,600.     Of  the  disposable  force,  the  in- 
fantry (which  had  been  contended,  and  fairly  contended,  to 
be  one  of  the  most  moment)  was,  on  the  ist  of  January,  1 804, 
90,500;  It  was  now  121,700,  being  an  increase,rf  31,200  in 
the  regular    disposable   infantry,  during  the  last   eighteen 
months.     The  number  of  foreign  troops  was  pretty  much  the 
same  at  each  period,  the  increase  being  nearly  exclusively  in 
British  infantry.     The  hon.  colonel  did  not  seem  to  attach  so 
much  consequence  to  the  foreign  troops  in  our  pay  as  they 
deserved.   Even  the  native  troops  in  Ceylon  were  by  no  means 
contemptible  \  the  Sepoys  had  frequently  shewn  themselves 
formidable.     But  wliat  could  the  hon.  colonel  say  against  the 
Hanoverian  troops,  or  those  other  continental  regiments  who, 
fighting  under   General  Stuart   in   Egypt,  had  abundantly 
proved  their  bravery  and  discipline  ?  It  was  impossible  for  him, 
consistently  with  his  duty,  to  say  any  thing  on  the  expedition 

/    that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC- 


sit  THE  PAHLIAMEm'ART  REGISTEIL  [ColfMolii, 

that  had  been  sent  up  the  Mediterranean,"  except  to  exprest 
his  surprise  tliat  the  hon.  colonel,  in  total  ignorance  of  all  the 
facts  which  had  induced  government  to  fit  out  that  expedi* 
lion,  should  take  upon  him  unequivocally  to  condemn  it.  The 
hon.  colonel's  statements   of  the  general  distribution  and 
amount  of  odr  force  in  our  foreign  possessions  was  erroneous. 
In  the  accounts  of  June,  1805,  the  artillery  were  not  included, 
but  he  compared  them  with  those  of  Jan.  ]  804,  in  which  they 
'  were  included.     The  actual  return  of  the  troops  now  serving 
abroad  was  69,300  men*,  in  January  1804,  they  consisted  only 
of  49,000  men,  so  that  the  actual  increase  of  the  number  of 
troops  serving  abroad  was  not  16,000,  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
colonel,  but  20,300.  With  respect  to  the  general  deficiencies  at 
home,  the  hon.  colonel  had  truly  stated  them  at  4000;  but  was 
this  surprising,  when  we  had  detachedsuch numbers  abroad? 
Besides,  examine  the  comparative  quality  of  the  force  in 
Great  Britain  now,  and  that  in  January,  1 804.     Whether  wc 
look  to  the  regular  army,  the  militia,  or  the  volunteers,  no 
^man  of  a  candid  mind  but  must  admit,  that  so  far  from  the 
means  of  defence  which  the  country  possessed  being  weaker 
at  the  present  moment  than  they  were  at  that  period,  they 
were  much  more  powerful,  and  afforded  much  greater  secu- 
rity ;  and  although  he  would  not  say  that  the  danger  of  inva- 
sion was  entirely  gone  by,  he  would  certainly  say,  adverting 
to  our  naval  and  military  force,  that  the  danger  was  not  near 
so  considerable  as  it  was  at  the  period  alluded  to.     The  hon. 
colonel  was  of  opinion  that  such  were  our  military  deficiencies, 
that  we  could  not  avail  ourselves  of  any  opening  that  might  of- 
fer itself  for  operations  on  the  continent  j  but  should  any  op- 
portunity really  occur,  arising  from  the  efforts  of  tSose  great 
powers  who  alone  were  able  to  combat  the  gigantic  strength 
of  France,  a  great  part  of  our  disposable  force  might  be  de- 
tached to  act  in  co-operation  with  them,  leaving  the  country 
under  the  protection  of  the  militia,  the  volunteers,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  regular  army,  who  would  be  amply  sufiicient 
for  its  defence,  secured  as  it  would  be  from  any  danger  of  in- 
vasion, by  the  necessity  which  the  enemy  would  feel  to  direct 
his  exclusive  attention  to  those  parts  of  his  own  empire  m 
which  he  was  attacked.     Admitting  that  our  force,  high  as  it 
now  stands,  does  not  stand  so  high  as  it  could  be  wished^ 
what  could  be  more  expedient  than  to  permit  the  continua- 
tion of  those  measures,  by  which  it  had  been  so  rapidly  and 
materially  increased  ?  The  bill  introduced  by  his  right  hon. 
friond  had,  under  the  most  disadvantageous  circumstances, 
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proauced  above  ten  thousand  men  in  the  year.  If  the  general 
and  regular  recruiting  should  go  no  higher  than  it  had  hi- 
therto done,  it  would  cover  the  casualties,  and  the  operation 
of  tlie  additional  defence  bill  would  be  a  net  addition  to  our 
force  'f  but  there  was  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  ordinary 
recruiting  would  rise  much  above  the  standard  of  last  year. 
What  it  exceeded  that  standard,  so  much  would  still  be  added 
to  our  force.  It  was  impossible,  therefore,  with  justice,  to  con- 
tend that  tills  system  was  bad  or  inadequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  country.  The  hon.  colonel  talked  of  new  schemes ;  of 
these  we  had  no  practical  experience,  but  we  had  practical  ex- 
perience of  his  right  hon.  friend's  system,  and  he  earnestly  dis- 
suaded the  house  from  tampering  with  that  system,  or  setting 
the  question  once  more  afloat.  On  a  revision  of  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  in  comparing  our  present  strength 
with  our  former,  he  saw  no  ground  of  charge  against  govern-, 
ment;  but  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  they  had 
done  their  duty,  and  acted  on  a  system  which,  without  being 
injurious  to  other  parts  of  the  service,  had  very  considerably 
extended  the  military  strength  of  the  country.  Feeling,  there- 
fore, that  there  was  nothing  to  warrant  the  going  into  a  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  undoing  that  which,  in  his  opinion^ 
had  been  so  well  done,  he  should  move  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Fuller  could  not  see  what  we  had  to  be  alarmed  at^ 
while  we  had  si^  hundred  thousand  men  in  arms.  As  to  our 
volunteers  they  were  in  many  respects  equal  to  regular  sol- 
diers. He  had  lately  been  at  the  review  of  certain  corps,  of 
which  the  Cinque  Ports  formed  a  part  5  of  whom  General 
Don  expressed  himself  in  the  highest  terms,  and  desired  him 
to  bear  testimony  to  his  opinion  of  their  efficiency.  He  could 
not  see  .why  a  man's  profession  should  prevent  him  from  being 
a  good  soldier,  or  a  good  commander.  General  Moreau  was 
a  lawyer,  but  we  had  seen  that  no  one  knew  better  how  to  com- 
mand an  army.  Men  did  not  enter  into  the  army  as  philoso- 
phers, but  as  soldiers.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely unsafe  to  introduce  any  change  into  the  nature  of  our 
military  service,  but  that  we  ought  to  go  on  as  our  ancestors 
had  done. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  could  not  agree  in  several  of  the  points 
which  had  been  stated  by  the  hon.  mover.  He  had  particu- 
larly recommended  the  experiment  of  enlisting  into  the  army 
for  a  limited  time.  He  denied,  however,  that  this  was  an  ex- 
periment. It  had  been  tried  during  the  American  war,  and 
failed.     It  had  been  agsyin  tried  by  tlie  bill  introduced  by  the 
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right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  both  fer  limited  service  and 
for  limited  time*  Enlisting  from  a  limited  into  an  nnUmited 
service,  he  was  of  opinion  was  a,  far  more  probable,  nay,  a 
certain  mode  of  procuring  a  disposable  torcc*  During  the 
last  war,  within  a  very  short  time,  i  i,ooo  Had  been  prooired 
from  the  imlitia  to  go  into  the  army.  Under  the  army  <tf  re* 
serve  too,  of  the  whole  men  raised  under  it,  only  17,000  now 
cemained  on  limited  service.  In  his  opinion,  men  enlisted 
&r  life  would  make  better  soldiers  than  those  engagU  for  a 
limited  number  of  years* 

General  Norton  did  not  see  any  necessity  (w  going  into  a 
committee  on  any  of  the  points  suggested  by  thehonoorabb 
mover. 

,  Sir  fT,  Erskine  had  laid  his  mind  to  the  subject  of  devising 
what  might  be  the  best  mode  of  recruiting  the  ann^  from 
the  first  moment  he  went  into  it.  The  result  of  all  his  ddi- 
beration  was,  that  no  efficacious  means  could  be  devised  in 
which  force  was  not  in  some  shape  employed.  He  should  be 
sorry  to  dwell  on  the  dark  side  of  the  subject ;  but  he  had 
not  yet  seen  any  country  which  was  not  obliged,  sooner  or 
later,  to  have  recourse  to  compulsion.  France  had  adopted 
that  system  before  the  revolution,  and  there  was  not  a  coontry 
on  the  continent  in  whicti  it  was  not  practbed  to  a  greater  or 
ksser  extent.  How  was  it  to  be  supposed,  then,  that  in  this 
fiourishing  country,  considering  the  great  competition  which 
Qianufactures  and  agriculture  presented,  our  army  could  be 
kept  up,  without  at  length  resorting  to  a  similar  expedient^ 
£i]Jisting  men  for  a  limited  period  had  already,  in  some  ii>- 
stanccs,  been  tried,  and  had  not  answered  the  purpose,  nor 
did  he  think  it  ever  could.  The  best  means  of  raising  men, 
vras  to  interest  as  many  as  possible  in  the  raising  of  them*  Oa 
what  other  principle  was  it  that  the  ballot  had  been  found  sa 
efiectual,  bi^  from  the  circumstance  of  every  person  feelii^  * 
himself  interested  in  the  business?  As  to  the  volnnteer  system, 
he  differed  widely  in  his  opinion  of  it  from  the  hon.  mover  ; 
nor  did  he  think  that  any  officer  in  the  army  would  feel  hurt 
at  seeing  officers  of  volunteers*  For  his  own  part,  it  gave 
him  pleasure  to  see  men  active  in  the  service  of  their  country^ 
and  exposing  themselves  to  inconvenience  without  the  pros- 
pect of  any  recompence.  No  other  country  had  ever  displayed 
equal  spicit,  as  this  country  had  done  in  its  voluntary  exer- 
tions \  and  he  conceived  the  volunteer  system  as  being  at  thit 
moment  the  sheet  anchor  of  the  state. 

Mr.  ituMrt'Woftleysvw  no  reason  for  jealousy  in  the  regu* 

lar 
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lar  army  at  the  manner  in  which  volunteer  officers  were  pro- 
moted to  rank,  nor  did  he  see  how  tliat  system  could  be 
avoided.  He  should  not  be  ashamed  to  take  the  command 
o^  a  company  of  volunteers  any  more  than  of  the  best  r^;u^ 
lars  in  the  service^  so  well  did  they  conduct  themselves  in  ge»  . 
neraL 

Mr.  ff^mSam  could  not  conceive  how  it  was  possible  for 
mny  man  to  figure  to  himself  that  men  could  be  procured  for 
fife  with  equal  ease  as  they  might  be  had  for  a  limited  nuoxbcr 
of  years.  In  the  one  view  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  person 
enlisting  that  he  had  an  option ;  in  the  other,  that  he  had 
none.  It  would  be  always  iri  his  power  to  change  his  service 
for  a  limited  number  of  years,  to  a  more  extended  service  i 
liut  he  could  notyvice  versa^  change  a  service  for  life  into  one 
of  a  shorter  endurance.  This  was  supposing  that  a  man  would 
jnrefer  compulsion  to  free-will.  Such  was  the  system  in  every 
Other  kingdom  in  Eurq)e.  It  was  a  system  of  eeconomy. 
They  looked  forward  to  the  expiration  of  their  sorice,  or 
the  completion  of  their  enterfHrise,  as  the  period  of  their 
return  home.  The  hon.  member  then  proceeded  to  take  a 
view  of  the  different  descriptions  of  force  at  present  in  the 
service  of  this  country,,  and  contended,  that  by  the  diversity  a 
jumble  was  occasioned, -which  made  it  difficult,  if  not  impos>^ 
sible,  to  come  at  the*  actual  statemoats  \  as  the  apparent  in- 
creases were  not  in  reality  so,  but  were  transfers  from  one 
part  of  our  force  to  another.  He  particularly  dwelt  on  the 
immense  promises,  but  trifling  effects,  produced  by  Mr.  Pitt's 
bill.  Now  it  ivas  admitted,  even  by  the  noble  lord  who  had 
spoken  to-night,  that  it  bad  completely  failed,  and  he  con- 
tented himself  with  arguing,  that,  at  all  events,  it  could  do 
no  harm.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  the  noble  lord,  averse  even 
now  to  giveiip  the  bill,  says,  **  try  it  again.**  He  shews  what 
it  produced  during  the  last  week,  and  calculating  on  a  similar 
number  yet  for  every  week  of  the  year,  again  argues  that  it  ha$ 
not  had  a  sufficient  trial.  It  had  been  said  that  the  greater 
the  number  of  persons  interested  in  the  recruiting  the  better 
it  would  go  on.  On  this  principle,  indeed,  the -bill  was  good 
for  something.  It  set  twenty-two  thousand  recruiters  at  work 
all  at  once.  He  b^ged  it,  however^  at  the  same  time,  to  be 
remembered,  that  these  men  were  hot  limited  in  the  bounty 
they  might  give,  but  might  extend  it  to  54!.  a  man  \  and  in 
this  way,  instead  of  the  ordinary  mode  of  recruiting,  where 
the  bounties  were  limited,  twenty  thousand  competitors  for 
r^cruit^  were  at  once  set  loose  in  the  countryt 

3  U  ?  The 
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The  Secretary  at  War  assured  the  hptisc  that  he  would  not 
long  detain  them  from  the  question  which  they  seemed  so 
anxious  to  come  to,  bur  he  was  sure-  they  would  feel  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  his  situation  not  to  sufFer  a  misrepre- 
sented statement  of  ouf '  real  disposable'  force  to  pass  unan- 
swered, and  to  impose  upon  the  house  and  the .  co.untry,  and 
in  doing  so  he  would-be  studiously  short  and  concise. — ^Thc 
hon.  member  who  spoke  last  (Mr.  Windham)  complaincS 
that  there  was  no  distinct  account  of  the  increase  of  British 
infantry,  but  that  all  was  so  blended  and  confused  with  fo- 
reign corps,  that  no  precise  idea  could  be  formed  of  what  he 
regarded  as  our  real  and  material  strength.-  1  beg  his  attention 
then  while  I  state  that  not  a«'man  of  Maltese  or  Ceylonese^ 
not  a  man  of  Brunswick  or  Canadian  fencibles  abroad,  or  of 
the  German  legion  at  home,  but  the  actual  return  of  &itidi 
infantry,  such  as  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  thb  year,  and 
such  as  they  are  at  ihe  moment  I  speak. 
'  The  state  of  the  Jlrmy,  exclusive  6f  foreign  and  provincial 
corps,  on  the  ist  of  January,  1805,  was, 

Cavalry        -        -        ^        21,123 
Infantry  -        -      103,670 


124,893 
Limited  service  -.        26,747 

Disposable  force  -       104,146 

1st  of  June,  1805,  was 
Cavalry        -        -        -         21,760 
Infisintry      -        -        ^       115,486 

'taw— ^iOWMMMi^ 

Limited  service  r        i7>865 

Disposable  force  -       119,381 

Will  gentlemen  then  still  contend  that  the  British  army 
has  not  been  materially  increased  ?  But,  says  the  hon.  gentler 
man,  all  that  can  be  now  said  by  the.  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
is,  that  the  additional  force  act  can  do  no  harm.  No  such 
thing  was  said  :  he  said  it  did  no  harin  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, of  which  I  will  in  a  moment  convince  you. 

The  effect  of  the  bill  has  been  \.6  raise  in  all — 559<$  men. 
Lost  by  casualties        -        1 167 

•4429 
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ftnd  in  \ht  last  four  months  it  has  produced  to  the  British 
lurmy  ^t'40  eflfective,  being  at  the  rate  of  more  than  9000  men 
a  year,  exclusive  of  casualties;  nor  has  it  injured  the  recruiting 
service^  which  is  in  a  state  of  unexampled  increase,  producing 
for  the  last  four  months  4650  men,  far  exceeding,  as  appears 
bf  the  papers  upon  your  table,  the  produce  of  any  tormep 
period ;  and  allowing  for  ^11  casualties  at  home  and  abroad^ 
it  appears  clear  that  you  are  gaining  at  the  rate  of  3758  men 
in  four  months,  that  is  1 1,274  actual  addition  to  the  effectual 
strength  of  the  British  armv  in  the  coiu'se  of  the  year.  But 
we  are  told  that  recruiting  for  a  term  of  years  is  the  only  re- 
source, and  it  is  so  because  it  has  been  successfully  adopted  ox| 
the  continent.  Is  jt  necessary  to  tell  the  house  how  little  our 
iiittiation  ccyrresponds  with  that  of  other  countries  ?  Take  but 
one  consideration,  you  have  seventy*four  battalions  on  foreign 
service's  suppose-  this  new  system,  so  plausible  in  theory,  were 
adopted,  and  that  eight  years  was  the  period  of  service,  yon 
nust  then  have  9000  men  of  returning,  and  as  many  of  a  re- 
lieving force,  yearly  afloat.  Would  not  this  of  itself,  to  sajr 
nothing  of  the  expence,  create  a  doubt,  and  induce  the  house 
to  pause  ere  they  adopt  an  untried  scheme,  and  which,  if  once 
adopted,  cannot  be  abandoned,  in  place  of  pne  which  from 
experience  we.  know  to  have  been  prosperous  and  successfol  ? 
He  concluded  with  apologizing  to  the  house. 

Colonel  Craufurd  begged  leave  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply. 
He  had  argued  upon  the  supposition  that  the  papers  on  tl^e 
table  were  accurately  made  up ;  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
now  says  they  are  inaccurate,  and  produces  new  statements  to 
answer  his  challenge.     He  again  called  upon  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  go  into  a  committee,  to  examine  into  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  statements,  as  they  are  collected  from  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  house.    But  this  difference  between  them 
was  an  additional  reason,  if  not  for  nis  other  resolutions,  yet 
for  the  going  into  a  committee.   He  was  represented  as  speak- 
ing lightly  of  our  foreign  troops.    He  had  as  high  an  opinion 
of  the  European  part  of  them  as  British  troops ;  but  these  were 
lumped  with  Ceylonese  and  other  trash ;  and  it  was  that  he 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  when  the  returns  spoke  generally 
of  foreign  troops,  there  were  no  less  than  five  thousand  of 
the  natives  of  Ceylon  that  assisted  to  swell  out  this  return  of 
foreign  troops.     He  was  also  represented  as  having  treated 
the  volunteers  with  contempt.     It  was  often  his  fate,  in  that 
hottse^  to  be  misunderstood.    He  ha4  a  high  respect  for  the 

personal 
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pcnonal  characters  of  the  voluntacrs,  as  far  as  hit  acqiiaintance 
extended ;  but  the  system  under  which  thej  were  placed  by 
|he  government  he  held  to  be  the  most  absvrd  and  ridictdoot 
Ihat  ey^  was  imagined.  The  hon*  general  (General  Norton) 
thinks  him  sinsulu*  in  this  opinion  He  was  not  so;  he  kae«r 
fnanj  officers  that  viewed  the  whole  system  with  disgyst«  The 
gcntlcmm  he  had  alluded  to  is  said  to  be  an  orator  and  a  yerj 
great  man^  He  believed  him  to  be  a  very  deserving  persoDB 
and  t^  hav^  ^epeiyed  ai)  education  above  the  condition  of  a 
]nstryrCook$  and  he  had  singled  o^^  his  profession  only  to 
vhew  the  absurdity  of  the  system,  Th^  hon.  gendema^ 
thinks  there  would  be  no  hard^ip  in  his  (Colonel  Qaufiird's) 
Ikii^  commanded  by  th^t  gentleman ;  out  the  hon.  general 
qxak^Vith  .safety,  as  he  is  fortunately  of  a  rank  apt  to  be 
$object  to  that  event.  The  hon.  s^ember  concluded^  by  s^aii^ 
mfluntaining  that  his  statements  w^rc  a  correa  result  of  the 
fetnrns  on  the  table. 
The  motioA  was  thai  put,  and  n^tived  without  a  4Mk 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

sATtmbAY,  jTJNE  ap. 

Several  bills  were  iforwarded  in  their  respective  stages. 

A  petition  was  presented  against  the  woollen  dothien'  bHTu 
jnraying  that  the  petitioners  might  be  heard  by  counsel,  whid| 
was  laid  on  the  table^  and  the  committee  postponed  till 
Honday. 

HOUSE- OF  COMMONS* 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  29. 

]>enis  Bowes  Daly  took  the  usual  oaths,  and  his  seat,  for 
the  county  of  <Jal way. 

The  account  of  the  unclaimed  dividends  ,was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  the  house  that  their 
lordships  had  apeed  to  the  poor  clergy  bill,  the  seamen's  CD- 
couragcracnt  bill,  and  the  Irish  civil  fist  bill. 

Mr.  Rose  gave  notice  that  he  should,  early  ppxt  session^ 
bring  in  a  hill  for  the  regulation  of  pilots. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  c^inmittee  of 
supply,  which  was  agreed  to*    * 
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Mr.  Vaimttart  moyed  foe,  s^4  qbtajped  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  the  permanent  Irish  grants,  as  far  as  ndated  to 
military  surveys. 

"  The  foreign  wool  importation  bill  was  reported,  and  ord^e4 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  custom-hous^  fees  bill,  and  the  warehousing  bill,  werQ 
ttad  a  third  time. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  straw-plat  blQ^ 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday* 

The  house  also  went  into  a  committee  o'n  the  bill  for  pur- 
chasing buildings  in  Palace^yard,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  Irish  loan  bill  was  reported,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  harbour  of  Howth  bill  was  reported,  an4  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  8,ooo,oool.  loan  bill,  the  3,500,0001.  exchequer  biflt 
biU,  and  the  i,500,oooL  exchequer  bills  bill,  were  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Guernsey  smuggling  prevention  bill  was  read  a  third, 
time  and  passed. 

The  distillery  bifl  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday. 

After  some  other  routine  business,  the  bouse  adjoumiKL 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JULY  I. 

A  number  ^  bills  were  brought  from  the  commons  and 
read  a  first  time;  among  which  &e  exchequer  and  loan  bills; 
the  Irish  stamp  duty  bill;  the  general  smuggling  biU;  tha 
Guernsey  smuggling  prevention  bill,  &c. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  petition  from  the  traders,  &c.  of 
Guernsey,  against  the  bill  now  introduced. — Ordered  to  lit 
on  the  table. 

The  stipendiary  curates  bifl  was  read  a  third  time,  after 
spme  conversation  respecting  the  principles,  and  consequence^ 
of  the  bill,  between  Lord  Holland,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lor4 
Harrowby,  the  Bishops  of  London  and  St.  Asaph,  and  Lord 
Soffolk. — Adjourned. 

HOUS« 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

MONDAY,  JULY  1. 

The  committee  on  the  Irish  revenue  regulation  bill,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Irish  customs  r^u<-» 
lation  bill,  the^consideration  of  the  lords*  amendments  to  the 
Irish  distillers*  bill,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  r^ 
]9ort  of  the  Dublin  paving  bill,  were^^  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
V  ansittart,  put  off  till  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  Spanish  red  wine  duty  bill  passed  through  a  com* 
mittee,  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

Lingham's  divorce  bill  was  committed,  and  counsel  heard 
en  the  part  of  Mr.  Lingham.  Several  witnesses  were  exa- 
mined touching  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  service 
9f  the  notice  of  the  bill  on  Mrs.  Dixon,  Mrs.  Lingham's  mo- 
ther. The  bill  then  passed  through  the  committeej  to  be  re- 
ported the  next  day. 

The  third  reading  of  the  distillers'  bill  was  put  off  till  the 
next  day. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  the  members'  privi- 
lege bill  i  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved,  that  a  committee  be  appcnnted  to 
examine  the  lords' journals  respecting  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners of  public  accounts,  and  their  pcoccedings  thereon, 
and  that  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  articles  of  im- 
peachment against  Htfnry  Lord  Viscount  M^lviOe  be  the  said 
icommittee, — Ordered* 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
corn  bill.  A  short  conversotion  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Ferw 
guson  objected  to  the  measure,  which  Lord  Aichibald  Ha^ 
milton  defended,  and  Sir  John  Sinclair  consented  to  support, 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  laying  in  his  claim  at  the  same  tim^ 
if  the  bill  should  be  foimd  to  be  injurious,  to  pr6pose  its  re- 
peal in  a  future  session.  The  Secretary  at  War  also,  and  Mr. 
Holt  Lee,  spoke  briefly  in  favour  of  the  bill,  after  which  Mr. 
Ferguson  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  the  house,  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  woollen  manufacturers  penalty 
suspension  bill,  the  Irish  and  English  com  exportation  bill^ 
the'East  India  woollens  exportation  bill,  and  the  Irish  loyalists 
compensation  commissioners  bill,  without  any  amendments  i 
also,  to  the  Irish  assessed  taxes  bill,  and  the  Irish  paper  duty 
billy  each  witl)  an  amcndmoit  ^  and  that  they  had  passed  a  biU 

for 
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*  for  continuing  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Judge  Fox,  in 
which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  house. 

LORD   ST.   VINCENT^ 

Sir  Andrmv  Hamond  trusted  he  should  be  indulged  in 
moving,  without  a  notice,  for  a  paper  which  he  thought  ne- 
cessary to  have  on  tlie  tabie,  with  a  view  to  the  discussion  of 
the  next  day.— Amon;Tst  the  papers  ordered  on  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  admiral  opposite  (Admiral  Markhatti)  was  a  letter 
from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  the  navy 
board,  dated  the  19th  October,  18  )2,  inclosing  a  copy  of  their 
lordships'  minutes  of  the  i6th  of  the  same  month.  If  this 
letter  was  to  be  laid  before  the  house,  he  thought  the  answer 
to  it  ought  also  to  be  produced.  He  therefore  begged  leave 
to  move  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  01  the  letter 
from  the  navy  board  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  dated 
Nov   15th,  1802,  in  answer  to  the  above  letter. 

Admiral  Mnrkbam  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of 
any  paper  that  might  elucidate  the  subject,  but  as  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  letter  alluded  to  had  yet  been  laid  before  the 
-house,  Jie  submitted  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  lay  the 
answer  on  the  table  till  the  original  letter  should  be  produced. 

Sir  Andrew  Hamotid  wished  only  that  the  answer  shookl 
he  in  possession  of  the  house  as  well  as  the  letter.  No  delay 
kad  arisen  on  the  part  of  the  navy  board  respecting  the  pf  o- 
ductioti  of  the  papers  that  had  been  ordered  by  the  houses 
every  clerk  having  been  employed  in  preparing  them. 

Mr.  Kinnairdj  whilst  be  admitted  thaj,  from  the  time  the 
iK^ice  had  been  before  the  house,  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
proposed  to  bring  forward  the  discussion  could  not  be  said 
to  take  the  house  by  surprise,  could  not  help  expressing  some 
surprise  that  the  house  should  be  called  on  to  decide  the  next 
day  upon  this  very  important  question.  Many  papers  of  great 
consequence  to  the  subject  had  been  moved  for  on  a  former 
day,  and  were  not  yet  before  the  house,  and  now  a  paper  was 
itooved  for,  which  was  alSo  said  to  be  of  importance  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  gentlemen.  He  asked,  therefore,  how  it  vras 
possible  that  the  house  could  peruse  either  this  .letter  or  the 
other  papers,  not  yet  presented  ?  He  submitted  whether  they 
could  under  such  circumstances,  and  at  this  stage  xrf  the  ses-- 
sion,  proceed  fairly  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  member  (Mr.  JefFery),  whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  his 
place,  on  so  early  a  day. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  EKchequer  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
Vol.  III.  1805.  3  X  that 
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that  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  that^. 
in  the  present  state  of  the  session,  and  under  the  present  cir« 
cumstances,  whilst  so  many  essential  documents  were  yet  to 
be  laid  before  the  house,  they  should  not  be  called  on  to  de- 
cide on  so  important  a  subject.  So  sensible  was  he  of  the 
necessity  of  some  further  delay,  in  order  to  enable  the  house 
to  come  fully  prepared  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  that 
he  was  ready  to  join  any  hon.  gentleman  in  using  every 
means  to  persuade  the  hon.  member  to  defer  hb  motion  to 
the  next  session  of  parliament. 

Mr,  Jeffery  was  at  a  loss  how  to  act.  He  had  given  the 
subject  every  possible  investigation,  and  was  fully  prepared  to 
discuss  it.  1  he  papers  moved  for  by  the  hon.  admiral  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  case.  Those,  on  the  contrary, 
which  he  had  himself  moved  for,  were  completely  relevant. 
They  would  bear  out  the  pledge  he  had  given,  and  prove,  as 
he  had  before,  stated,  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  had  been  the 
greatest  enemy  the  country  ever  had. 

The  Speaker  here  interposed.  He  submitted  to  the  housej, 
whether,  on  an  interlocutory  motioa  for  a  paper,  it  was  pro- 
per to  go  into  such  a  discussion. 

Air.  Jeffery  then  consented  to  put  off  his  motion  in  com-^ 
pliance  with  the  sense  of  the  house  to  next  session,  at  the 
same  time  declaring,  that  any  efforts  that  might  be  made  by 
any  man  or  any.  set  of  men,  should  not  prevent  him  from 
bringing  the  subject  forward  on  an  early  day  in  that  session. 

Admiral  Markham  should  not  condescend  to  take  notice  of 
the  observations  that  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  re- 
specting his  noble  friend.  He  was  himself  the  best  judge  what 
papers  would  be  essential  to  his  case,  and  he  wondered  where 
the  hon.^  gentleman  could  have  obtained  his  information  re-^ 
specting  the  correspondence  of  the  admiralty  for  three  years. 
He  should  have  to  move  for  several  other  papers  preparatory 
to  the  discussion  next  session,  and  suggested  to  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet to  defer  his  motion  till  then. 

5/V  Andrew  Hamondi  as  the  letter  of  the  admiralty  had 
been  ordered,  thought  the  answer  ought  also  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house.  He  thought  too  that  the  hon.  admiral  should 
move  for  any  papers  he  may  think  necessary  this  session. 

Mr,  Tierney  thought  that  it  would  be  desirable  if  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  state  specifically  to  what  points  his  charge 
against  Lord  St.  Vincent  was  to  be  directed.  He  had  not 
himself  asked  for  the  smallest  delay,  but  now  that  the  motioa 
was  defejrred,  he  might  say,  that,  if  the  discussion  had  been 
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brought  forward  under  the  present  circumstances  on  an  ex 
parte  statement,  it  would  have  been  a  most  grbss  and  unwar- 
rantable proceeding.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  deserved  great  credit  for 
the  part  he  had  taken  on 'the  occasion^  which  alone  had 
weight,  as  the  merits  of  the  case  had  no  share  in  inducing  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  put  oiF  the  business. 

Mr,  Jeff^ery  then;proceeded  to  state,  as  heads  of  his  charge, 
that  Lord  St.  Vincent  had  been  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  in 
February,  1801,  and  had  continued  in  that  ofiice  three  years, 
during  which  period  he  had  neglected  to  keep  the  ships  of  the 
navy,  which  he  had  received  in  good  condition,  in  any  good 
state  of  repair ;  and  that  he  had  not  laid  down  the  ships  which 
he  had  himself  ordered,  and  for  a  very  good  reason,  for  want 
of  artificers,  which  he  had  wantonly  discharged,  and  for  want 
of  timber,  of  which  hp  had  provided  no  sufficient  supply  5 
that  he  had  neither  built  any  ships,  nor  repaired — 

A/r.  Kittnaird  here  rose  to  order,  without  imputing  any 
blame  to  the  hon.  member,  but  thinking  that  his  proceeding 
would  tend  to  that  partial  statement  which  hb  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Tierney)  had  deprecate^* 

The  Speaker  decided,  that  the  hon.  member  was  perfectly 
in  order,  whilst  stating  the  heads  of  his  charge,  without  argii^ 
ment,  pursuant  to  the  request  of  another  hon.  member. 

Mr.  Jeffery  continued,  that  Lord  St.  Vincent,  up  to  the 
last  month  previous  to  the  war,  had. neglected  the  navy  alto- 
gether, and  then  placed  the  different  ships  in  ordinary,  at  a 
far  heavier  expence  than  if  they  had  been  regularly  kept  in 
repair.     These  were  the  heads  of  his  charge. 

Mr,  Tierney  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  any  part  of 
the  charge  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  had  not  built  ships  in  the 
merchants'  yards* 

Mr.  Jeffery  replied,  that  the  cjiarge  was,  that  he  had  nei- 
ther built  them  in  the  king's  yards,  nor  in  the  merchants' 
yards, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  thought  it  would'  be  desirable  that  the 
hon.  member  should  state  more  distinctly  the  heads  of  his 
charge  the  next  day. 

Admiral  Markam  understood  the  nature  of  the  charge  now, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  any  further  statement  might  lead  to 
irregular  discussion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  Wm.  Elford,  the  motion  of 
Sir  A,  S.  Hamond  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rose  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
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regulation  of  pilots  for  pibting  vessck  navigating  the  Britisix 

An  humble  address  was  ordered  to  his  majesty  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Kinnairdjthat  his  majesty  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  directions^  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
copies  of  any  reports  that  may  have  Ixen  laid  before  his  r  -♦.- 
jesty  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  regulating  the  civil 
affairs  of  the  na\'y.  The  address  was  ordered;  to  be  presented 
t)y  such  members  as  are  of  his  maj<. sty's  privy  council. 

The  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  ihe  order  of  the 
day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  university  advowson  bill. 

After  a  short  discussion,  in  wliich  Mr.  Fcllowes,  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Pole  Carewj  and  Lord  Euston 
took  a  part,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

DUKE  OF  ATHOL. 

Jf/r.  JVi  berfcrce  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  dainis  of 
the  Duke  of  Athol  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  The  hon.  gentleman 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  sale  of 
the  royalties  of  the  island  to  the  British  government,  and  of 
'  the  subsequent  proceedings,  which  we  shall  abstain  from  re- 
peating. In  order  that  the  subject  might  be  set  at  rest  forever, 
he  moved,  that  an  humblq  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
beseeching  him  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  appoint 
commissioners,  to  inquire  into  the  claims  and  allegations  of 
the  Duke  of  Athol  relative  to  the  Isle  of  Man  \  and  on  a  full 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction,  to 
report  what  compensation,  if  any,  it  may  be  proper  to  allow 
his  grace,  and  the  heirs  of  the  seventh  Earl  of  Derby,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  detriment  they  may  have  sustained  from  the 
sale  of  that  island  to  the  crown. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed  that  he  had  beard 
little  else  that  night  than  a  recapitulation  of  former  argu- 
ments on  the  subject.  One  point,  however,  be  thought  wor- 
thy of  notice,  that  was  the  supposition  of  the  entire  voluntary 
concurrence  of  the  Duke  of  Athol  to  the  original  agreement 
about  the  disposal  of  his  rights  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  It  must 
be  recollected  that  an  over  rigorous  measure  had  been  adopted 
by  that  house  in  order  to  terrify  that  noble  duke  $  that  he  was 
liot  unhke  a  person  who  capitulated  on  terms.  Was  it  then 
surprising  that  he  should  have  been  rather  glad  to  give  up  a 
•  part  than  face  the  danger  which  then  threatened  the  whole  of 
his  revenue  ?     The  present  duke  now  came  to  appeal  to  the 
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liberality  of  the  house,  and  that  house  would  certainly  not 
think  of  pleading  a  statute  of  Uniitations  to  their  liberality  j 
they  would  not  think  of  ordering  that  any  precise  sum  should 
be  ascertained  and  proved  as  if  it  were  in  a  court  of  law  ;  they 
would  not  think  of  guiding  their  conduct  by  formal  rules  or 
precedents,  as  if  they  had  to  tax  a  bill  of  costs.  But  they 
would  give  with  a  liberality  worthy  of  the  great  object  which 
was  submitted  to  them,  and  becoming  the  honour  and  liberal 
character  of  parliament. 

Mr,  Windham  expressed  some  degree  of  surprise  at  hearing 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  bring  this  matter  of  compensa- 
tion forward  as  an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  house.  After 
so  much  discussion,  the  subject  was  now  brought  into  the  re* 
gion  of  sentiment.  He  did  not  like  to  talk  much  of  sentiment 
m  so  thin  a  house ;  but  he  would  say,  that  according  to  the 
most  strict  and  literal  meaning  of  the  word  as  applied  by  some 
of  the  best  writers  in  our  language,  he  considered  this  trans* 
action  to  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  directly,  plainly  and 
palpably  a  job. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  he  had  supported  the  claims  of 
the  noble  duke,  because  he  had  thought  him  to  be  an  injured 
and  oppressed  man,  in  the'same  manner  as  he  had  been  known 
on  former  occasions  to  have  given  his  support  to  others  who 
might  be  supposed  to  be  in  a  more  helpless  situation-  But  in 
fact  one  principal  reason  why  he  voted  for  compensation  being 
given  to  the  noble  duke  was,  because  he  considered  that  we, 
having  great  power,  had  made  a  bargain  with  a  man  who  was 
utterly  helpless.  The  honourable  member  then  took  a  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  various  debates,  public  opinions,  and 
private  letters  on  the  subject,  from  all  of  which  he  maintained 
that  it  was  evident  the  Duke  of  Athol  would  have  gained  more 
by  regulation  in  his  revenues  than  he  ever  did  by  any  illicit 
trade  -,  that  the  transaction  alluded  to,  the  sale  of  his  right,  was 
matter  of  regret  to  him  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  that 
some  of  the  most  eminent  men  had  at  the  time  thought  that 
,  the  subject  ought  to  be  reconsidered.  He  therefore  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  was  an  appeal  to  the  manly  liberalit]^ 
(putting  aside  all  idea  of  the  flimsy  word  sentiment),  to  the 
dignity  and  the  honourable  character  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Curwen  denied  that  his  Grace  of  Athol  had  the  ability 
to  increase  the  fair  revenues  of  the  island  to  the  extent,  or  in 
the  manner  which  had  been  supposed,  and  supported  the  mo- 
tion for  inquiry. 

Lcrd  Trmple  spoke  also  in  favour  of  the  motion.    He  de*- 
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niccl  that  the  opinion  of  a  noble  relative  of  his  (Lord  GrenviUe] 
was  favourable  to  the  claims  of  the  noble  duke. 

Air.  Barham  adverted  to  an  expression  which  had  fallen 
from  a  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  him  (Mr.  Windham), 
and  said  that  he  would  be  equally  justified  in  his  appUcation  of 
the  word  job  ;  he  might  with  equal  propriety  say  that  all  op- 
position to  further  compensation  was  a  job. 

Sir  JViiliam  Elford  was  of  opinion  that  a  fair  appeal  was 
made,  not  only  to  the  liberality  but  to  the  justice  of  the  house. 

Mr,  Bankes  supported  the  motion,  as  there  did  not  appear 
to  hxm  to  be  any  facts  before  the  house  upon  which  it  could 
be  en?.bled  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  case.  It  was, 
of  all  others,  a  case  that  most  particularly  called  for  inquiry  j 
:ind  the  most  proper  way  to  do  that  would  be  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Graham  stated,  that  the  Duke  of  Athol  would  consi- 
der this  as  the  final  settlement  of  his  claims.  He  would  be 
satTsiicd  with  the  decision  of  the  house,  whatever  it  might  be. 

Sir  W.  Burroughs  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  "Wilbcrforce  replied ;  after  which  the  house  divided — 
Ayes  23  —Noes  61 — Majority  38. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  2- 

The  royal  assent  was  notified,  by  commission  to  several 
public  and  private  bills-  Among  the  former  were  the  Irish 
civil  list  bill,  the  land  tax  consolidated  bill,  Mr.  Pitt's  indem- 
nity bill,  &c.  The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Ellenborough,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

Several  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  confmons  and  r^ad 
a  £rst  time. 

Counsel  were  heard  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Pancras 
poor  bill.  After  counsel  had  withdrawn,  a  conversation  en- 
sued upon  the  principle  and  consequences  of  the  bill,  between 
Lprd  Suffolk,  Lord  Holland,  and  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph, 
who  opposed  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  the  Earl  of  West- 
morland, and  Lord  Walsingham,  who  supported  thebiU,  when 
the  house  divided — 

Contents  17 — Non-contents  5 — Majority  for  the  bill  12. 

On 
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On  the  motion  that  Lord  Stanhope's  tnistee  bill  be  com- 
Tnittedi  some  conversation  arose  between  his  lordship  and  the 
lord  chancellor,  when  another  division  took  place-^ 

Contents  2 — Non-contents  8 — Majority  against  the  bill  6. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  JULY.  2. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wigram,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  for 
the  borough  of  New  Ross,  in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  Charles 
Tottenham,  Esq.  who  had  accepted  the  office  of  escheacor  of 
Munster. 

In  pursuance  of  a  message  from  their  lordships,  the  Speaker 
attended  in  the  house  of  lords,  and  on  his  return  informed  the 
commons,  that  he  had  heard  the  royal  assent  given  by  com- 
mission to  the  Irish  civil  list  bill,  the  land  tax  redemption 
bill,  the  Irish  import  and  export  regulation  bill,  the  coasting 
seamen's  biH,  the  woollen  manufacturers  penalty  suspension 
bill,  and  the  poor  clergy  bill. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Townleian  collection  bill ;  the  amendments  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
day. 

A  message  from  the  lords  acquainted  the  house,  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  stipendiary  curates  bill  with  seve- 
ral amendments,  to  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  the 
house. 

Colonel  Stanley  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Duke  of 
Athol's  compensation  bill.  Mr.  Creevey,  Lord  I'cmplc,  Mr.. 
Calcraft,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  Mr.  Fcllowes  declared  their 
sentiments  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Sheridan,  Colonel 
Stanley,  and  Lord  De  Blaquiere  defended  it.  A  division  en- 
sued. 

For  the  third  reading  42 — Against  it  12. — Majority  30. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and,  after  an  amend- 
ment unsuccessfully  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnstone,  pissed. 

Mr.  Whitbread  brought  m  a  bill  indemnifying  all  persons 
giving  evidence  in  the  case  of  Lord  Melville,  from  any  penal- 
ties to  which  they  might  otherwise  be  subject  for  acts  com** 
mitted  by  them  under  that  noble  lord,  during'  the  time  he 
held  the  treasurership  of  the  navy.  The  bill  was  read  a  first 
time.     On  the  motion  that  it  be  read  a  second  time, 
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Sir  W.  Elford  asked  to  what  extent  the  indemnification  was 
to  go,  and  whetlier  or  not  the  bill  was  to  protect  the  persons 
alluded  to  from  jcivil  as  well  as  criminal  proceedings  ? 

Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  that  the  bill  would -certainly  defend 
such  persons  against  criminal  prosecutions  alone. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  beread  a.second  time  the  next 
day,  and  to  be  pritited. 

Mr.  Rose  presented  some  accounts  relative  to  ships  under 
quarantine,  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify 
certain  persons  from  the  penalties  they  had  incurred  by  in- 
fringing the  quarantine  acts. 

Lord  Brooke  presented  a  petition  from  Mr.  Greville,  an 
American  settler  at  Milford  Haven,  against  the  southern 
whale  fishery  bill,  which^  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rosei 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  lords*  amend- 
ments to  the  offenders'  bill  were  taken  into  eonsiderati<m  and 
agreed  to. 

The  house,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  went  into  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Irish 
infirmary  bill,  when  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  others 
were  introduced,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  the  next  day. 

The  committee  on  the  Irish  revenue  jurisdiction  bill  was 
deferred  til!  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr., Rose  the  house  took  into  considera- 
tion the  lords'  amendments  to  the  Irish  distilkry  bill,  the  Irish 
paper  duty  bill,  and  the  Irish  hearth-money  bill,  when  these 
amendments  being  found  inadmisstblc  coi>s»t€tHly  with  the 
privileges  of  the  commons,  the  further  consideration  of  theta 
was  adjouriied  to  that  day  three  months. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  t)iiblin  police  bill  was 
postponed  to  that  day  month. 

The  house  went  mto  the  further  consideration'  of  the  re^ 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  Dublin  paving  JmH.  Several 
amendments  were  introduced,  on  which  a  short  conversation 
arose  between  Mr.  Vansittart,  Lord  De  Blaquiere,  and  Mr. 
John  Latouche.  Eventually  they  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  mf-iion  of  Mr.  Husklsson,  the  distillery  bill  was 
rca^  a  third  time  and  pnssed. 

Mr.  Rose  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  pilots 
au4.pilotii^g  vessels  navigating  the  British  seas,  which  ^ris 
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-^ead  a  first  tiaxe,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the 
next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  Paddington  canal 
coal  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and  the  report  was  order-* 
ed  to  be  received  the  next  day* 

Colonel  Stanley  presented  a  petition  from  Mr.  Chalmer,  ^ 
of  Liverpool,  corn-merchant,  against  the  corn  laws^  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Leith  harbour  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pas$ed. 

Mr.  Baldwin  brought  up  the  report  of  the  connnittee  on 
the  members  of  parliament  bankrupt  privilege  bill,  and  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to.  A  new  clause  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  which,  after  being  opposed  by  Sir  "W- 
Elford,  and  defended  by  Alderman  Prinsep,  was  adopted,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  adverting  to  the  notice  of  his, motion  oti 
the  eleventh  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  in^uiry^ 
which  stood  for  Thursday,  declared  his  intention  of  deferring 
it  until  the  next  session  of  parliament. 

The  consolidated  fund  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  xeceived  the  next  day. . 

Lingham's  divorce  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  oa  Gardner's  divorce  bill  wa« 
brought  up  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  thurd  time  on  Thursday*  f    .-  . 

On  the  motion. of  Sir  John  FrqJderlck,  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Lambeth  water-iyorks  bill  was  taken  into 
farther  consideration,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en-* 
groBsed. 

Mr.  Alexander  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  /or  regu-- 
lating  the  coUection  of  various  duties  on  hearths,  c^rriages^ 
servants,  &c#  in  Ireland^  also  a  bill  for  regulating  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  spirituous  liquors,  .&c.  in  Ireknd  -,  also 
a  bill  for  regulating  the  collection  of  duties  on  paper,  &c.  in 
Ireland.  Mr.  Alexander  then  brought  in  bills  to  the  above 
effect,  which  were  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  the  next  day. 

The  sugar  drawback  bill  was  read  a  second  time^  and  or* 
dered  to  bt  committed  the  next  day  i  as  were  also  the  glass 
duty  bill,  the  hop  duty  bill,  the  linen  drawback  bill,  the  Irish 
military  purvey  bill,  and  the  Irish  loan  amendment  bill. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  reports  of  the  committees 
on  the.  Spanish  red  wine  duty  bill>.  and  the  straw  plat  bill. 
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which  were  agreed  tOj  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  the  next  day. 

The  commissioners  of  accounts  bill  was  read  a  third  time^ 
ahd  passed. 

Mr.  Justice  Fox*s  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  the  next  day. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF.  Lords. 

^  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  3. 

Several  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  commons,  among 
which  the  Duke  of  Athol's  indemnification  bill,  which  wad 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  brought  up  the  prcSceding  day  were  read  a  second 
time,  and  on  the  second  reading  of  the  com  regulation  bill, 

Eafl  Suffolk  intimated  his  intention  of  taking  another  op- 
portunity to  make  some  observations  upon,  its  tendency,  and 
to  shew  the  necessity  of  another  corn  liiarket  besides  that  of 
tjic  city  of  London.  He  might,  perhaps,  propose  the  estab- 
lishment of  it  at  Paddington. 

The  committee  on  the  smuggling  bill  was  deferred  till  the 
flcxt  day  at  the  instigation  of  Lord  Holland,  who  renewed  his 
notire  of  a  motion  respecting  the  trade  carried  on  between 
the  Island  of  Jamaica  and  America ;  atid  the  committee  on 
the  custom-house  fees  bill  was  deferred  till  Friday  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  said,  that  however  sa- 
lutary might  be  the  regulations  of  the  bill  with  regard  to  those 
who  hold  places  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  yet  they  might 
Hot  be  considered  in  the  same  light  when  they  went  to  affect 
persons  who  held  them  as  freeholds,  or  under  patents  from 
the  crown.  The  bill  under  this  extent  appeared  to, him  of 
much  importance,  add  he  wished  for  the  sake  of  those  whom 
it  concerned,  that  it  might  not  be  precipitated  through  the 
house  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  wished  every  possible  infenca- 
tion  to  be  afforded  on  the  subject,  and  acquiesced  in  postpon- 
ing the  committee  till  Friday. 

DUKE  OF  athol's  CLAIM. 

The  Earl  o£  Westmorland  mbvcd,  that  a  message  bt  sent 
to  the  house  of  commons,  requesting  they  would  furnish  their 
Jbrdships'  house  yrixh  a  <:opy  of  the  evidence  from  whkh  they 
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had  passed  the  bill  for  indemnifying  John  Duke  of  Atholj&c. 
for  his  claims  on  the  revenues  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  was  well  aware  that  the  pre- 
sent moment  was  not  the  usual  time  to  make  any  ohservations 
upon  the  bill,  as  it  had  only  just  been  ordered  to  be  printed  ; 
— but  he  rose  merely  to  observe,  that  he  and  many  noble 
lords  now  absent  might  not  think  themselves  satisfied  with 
the  evidence  that  might  be  brought  from  the  house  of  com- 
mons^ and  therefore  he  wished  now  to  enter  hb  caveat  against 
any  objection  that  might  hereafter  be  made  against  the  pro- 
duction of  other  grounds  of  evidence  \  and  against  any  idea 
that  the  evidence  taken  before  the  commons,  and  being  ad- 
mitted by  their  lordships,  should  preclude  any  noble  lord  fron^ 
moving  for  whatever  documents  he  might  deem  necessary  to 
throw  light  upon  a  measure  that  had  been  hastily  taken  up  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  and  which  to  him  appeared  of  consi- 
derable importance^  whether  it  concerned  an  individual  or  the 
public. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  never  intended,  by  making  the 
present  motion,  to  preclude  any  Aoble  lord  from  calling  for 
whatever  additional  information  he  nught  judge  necessary  tp 
elucidate  the  nature  of  the  question. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  there  was  nothing  unr 
usual  or  extraordinary  in  the  mqtion,  it  only  requested  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  house  ojJF  commons  as  a  part  at  least 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  that  house  might  proceed  ;  but  it 
never  would  be  conceived  of  a  nature  to  preclude  any  further 
evidence  which  any  individual  of  that  house  might  be  inclined 
to  move  for.  For  his  part,  he  knew  nothing  "of  the  matter  at 
present ;  but  when  it  came  to  be  decided  upon,  he  should 
form  his  judgment  from  the  whole  of  the  evidence  tlien  be- 
fore the  house. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  shortly  explained  \  after  which 
the  motion  was  agreed,  to,  and  the  house  adjouriied* 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULT  3. 

Mr.  Calcraft  presented  a  petition  from  the  noblemen,  gen- 
tlemen, and. freeholders,  of  the  coXinty  of  Kent,  on  the  sul^ect 
of  the  votes  of  the  8th  and  loth  of  April,  relative  to  the 
tenth  report.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  piembers  privilege  bijt},,th^  Dublin  pa)/ing  bill,  time  Iri^h 
3  Y  a  Spanish 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


582  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [Common  i. 

Spanish  red  wine  duty  bill,  the  pilchard  fishery  bounty  bill» 
the  Townleian  collection  bill>  the  straw  plat  and  hat  duty  bill^ 
*■'  IS  Camberwell  water-works  bill,  the  Irish  infirmary  bill,  the 
'Thames  tunnel  bill,  and  Judge  Fox's  proceedings  bill,  were 
3everaliy  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Irish  military  survey  bill,  the  Irish  loan  amendment 
bill,  the  sugar  drawback  bill,  the  glass  duty  bill,  and  the  linen 
duty  bin,  passed  each  through  a  committee,  to  be  reported 
the  next  day.  The  committee  on  the  Irish  revenue  jurisdiction 
bill  was  put  ofi^  till  the  next  day* 

The  Irish  paper  duty  bill,  the  Irish  fire  hearth  bill,  the 
Irish  distillery  bill,  and  the  quarantine  indemnity  bill,  were 
read  a  second  time ;  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Paddixigton 
canal  coal  bill,  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  pext  day. 

Mr.  Bankes  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  relative  to  a 
srant  of  public  money^  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  pre- 
serve the  Townleian  collection.  Mr.  Bankes,  in  presenting 
the  report,  acted  only  as  the  organ  of  the  committee,  without 
being  responsible  for  its  contents,  or  being  pledged  in  appro- 
bation pf  it.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Hoare,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  returns  respecting  grand  jury  presentments  in  Ireland, 

Sesented  on  the  26th  of  June  last,  were,  on  the  motion  or 
r.  Elliot,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Admiral  Markham,  the  several  accounts 
presented  on  the  7th  and  28th  of  June,  and  on  Monday 
last,  relative  to  t:he  navy,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

EARL  ST.  VINCENT. 

Admiral  Markham,  in  consequence  of  the  discussion  that 
had  taken  place  on  Monday,  and  the  explanation  that  a  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Jeffery)  had  given  of  the  tendency  of  the  mal 
tion  which  it  wa?  his  intention  to  bring  forward  next-  session, 
on  the  subject  of  the  administration  of  the  navy, ,  felt  it  his 
duty  tQ  ipovefor  a  number  of  papers,  which,  in  order  to  save 
the  time  of  the  house,  he  should  omit  enumerating,  leaving 
them  to  be  severally  put  from  the  chair :— The  first  was,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  copies  of  all  directions  issued 
by  the  admiralty  to  the  navy  board,  respecting  the  repairs  of 
his  majesty?s  sliips,  from  the  ist  of  October  i8oi,  to  March 
1803  ;  the  second,  copies  of  all  directions  firom  the  admiralty 
to  the  navy  board^on  the  subjectof  working  shipwrights,  from 
'""'/*'  '  '    ',  th^ 
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the  1st  of  October  1801,  to  April  1803  5  third,  copies  of  all 
directions  from  the  admiralty  to  the  navy  board,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  working  shipwrights,  from  1783  to  1786b  ' 

These  papers  were  ordered,  and  several  others,  without  any 
comment.     But  on  the  question,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  expence  of  building  and  repairing  of 
the  Vesta,  Pallas,  and  Narcissus,  built  at  Plymouth,  &c. 
*  Mr.  W,  Dickinson  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of  objectmg  to 
the  motion,  but  to  shew  to  the  house  of  commons  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  such  information  as  that  called  fOr  by  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  admiral.     For  this  purpose  he  should  take  the  li- 
berty of  reading  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  navy  board 
to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  on  the  subject  of  some  ac- 
counts on  a  former  night  moved  for  by  the  hon.  admiral. 
The  letter  stated,  that  every  effi>rt  had  been  made  to  comply 
with  the  orders  of  the  house  5  that  some  of  the  accounts  were 
prepared  ;  others  would  in  a  few  days  be  ready ';  but  that  a 
part  of  the  accounts  could  not  be  made  out  in  many  months, 
though  the  s^eral  clerks  were  employed  in  preparing  them 
during  extra  hours.    These  accounts  were  those  moved  for  hf 
the  hon.  admiral,  respecting  the  amount  of  the  original  con-* 
tracts,  and  of  the  annual  expence  of  repairs  of  certain  of  his 
majesty's  ships.     He  stated  this  not  with  a  view  to  put  any 
impcdimeut  in  the  way  of  the  production  of  the  papers  moved 
for,  but  to  prove  to  the  house  the  difficulty  of  complying  with 
such  orders,  and  the  expence  that  would  accrue  to  the  public. 
Admiral  Markbam  replied,  that  the  accounts  on  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  bad  commented,  related  to  the  original  pricey 
and  the  amount  of  expence  of  annual  repairs  of  his  majesty's 
ships,  which  accounts  were  already  in  the  navy  office,  in  a  book 
called  the  Doomsday  book.     This  book  was  now  at  the  navy 
office.     When  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
they  had  the  book  at  that  board.     In  this  book  were  entered 
the  original  price,  and  the  subseqt^ent  amount  of  repairs  of 
each  vessel.     If  the  navy  board  were  so  lax  in  keeping  their 
accounts  they  were  very  reprehensible,  and  the  more  so,  be- 
cause quarterly  accounts  were  transmitted  from  each  of  the 
dock  yards,  respecting  the  whole  expence  of  repairs,  and  for 
'  timber  therein.     He  stated  what  he  knew  to  be  the  fact,  and 
if  the  navy  board  on  receiving  these    quarterly  statements 
neglected  to  carry  them  on  to  account,  they  must  have  been 
Tery  inattentive  to  their  duty. 

Mr.  Jiffery  by  no  means  objected  to  the  production  of  this 
pt  any  other  paper  which  the  hon.  admiral  might  think  proper 

to 
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to  move  for.  He  should  say,  however,  that  of  all  the  papers 
which  the  hon.  admiral  had  yet  moved  for,  only  two  or  three 
were  relevatit  to  the  charge  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward. 
The  letter  which  his  hon.  friend  had  just  read,  was  a  proof  to 
the  house  of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  hon.  admiral 
moved  for  papers ;  not  one  of  the  papers  for  which  he  had 
moved  himself  was  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to  be  produced  in 
ten  days.'  As  to  the  papers  that  had  been  last  moved  for  by 
the  hon.  admiral,  he  cpuld  assure  the  house,  upon  the  fullest 
investigation,  that  it  was  impossible,  from  the  vast  multiplicity 
of  transactions  which  they  comprehended,  that  any  account 
could  be  produced,  in  any  reasonable  time,  without  ^material 
inconvenience  to  the  public  service.  He  hoped  the  hon.  admi- 
ral would  now  move  for  all  the  papers  which  might  be  neces- 
sary to  his  case.  As  to  himself,  he  should  not  look  upon  him- 
self as  bound  to  confine  his  charges  to  the  heads  which  he  had 
already  seated.  They  should  extend  to  a  far  greater  length, 
and  embrace  the  whole  conduct  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  during  his 
administration  of  the  admiralty,  the  system  of  terror  whiciL  he 

Continued  throughout 

The  Speaker  here  called  the  hon.  gentleman  to  order,  as  en- 
tering into  a  discussion  not  immediately  arising  out  of  the 
question  before  the  house. 

^^^  J^ff^y  wished  only  to  explain  the  extent  to  which  his 
motion  might  go,  in  compliance  with  what  he  understood  to 
be  the  desire  of  the  gentlemen  opposite.  He  was  anxious  that 
it  should  not  be  understood  that  his  motion  was  to  be  confined 
to  the  heads  he  had  statQ^  on  a  former  day. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  so  well  aware  of  the  consequence  of  putting 
any. question  to  the  hop.  member,  that  he  was  not  disposed  to 
trouble  the  house  any  more  on  that  head.  He  had  found  that 
questions  would  n6t  lead  to  any  direct  answer,  though  they 
produced  harsh  language  on  the  part  of  that  hon.  gentleman. 
The  hon.  member,  no  doubt,  however  undecided  he  may  be 
at  present,  might  ^during  the  summer  make  up  his  mind  as  to 
the  course  he  should  take,  or  regulate  his  future  conduct,  ac- 
cording to  the  suggestions  of  any  person  who  might  reconv> 
mend  to  him  any  system  of  harsh  proceedings.  Without  mean- 
ing any  offence  to  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Jcffery),  he  thought 
he  could  more  safely  rely  on  the  authority  of  his  hon.  friend 
( Admiral  Markham),  as  to  the  relevancy  of  the  papers  forwhich 
he  moved ;  and,  therefore,  should  not  reply  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's observations  on  that  head.  He  could  not,  however, 
but  advert  to  the  insinuations  thrown  out  by  his  hon.  friend 

opposite 
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opposite  (Mr.  Dickinson),  as  to  th^  difficulty  of  makmg  out 
the  accounts ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  house,  whether^  when  a 
grave  charge  was  brought  against  Lord  St.  Vincent,  such  a 
consideration  should  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  papers  which 
he  thought  essential  to  his  case  ?    He  was  not  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  papers  now  moved  to  judge, 
but  from  all  he  had  seen  of  those  already  ordered,  he  couid 
assert,  that  every  one  of  them  was  material  with  a  view  to  the 
motion  proposed  to  be  brought  forward  relative  to  Lord  St. 
Vincent ;  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  confident  assertion  of 
the  hon  gentleman  (Mr.  Jeffi^ry)  opposite,  when  the  question 
should  come  to  be  discussed.     If  there  was  difficulty  in  pre- 
paring the  accounts  it  was  not  chargeable  on  his  hon.  friend. 
The  question  had  not  been  brought  forward  by  him,  and  for 
himself  he  deprecated  it.    Why  did  not  the  hon.  member,  if 
he  thought  his  conduct  deserved  it,  impeach  Lord  St.  Vincent  ? 
When  he  had  asked  the  hon.  member  the  preceding  day,  ^and 
he  did  not  know  how  far  it  would  be  correct  in  hiai  to  state 
the  substance  of  a  private  communication,)  what  proceeding 
he  meant  to  adopt,  he  was  told  that  he  did  not  distinctly  know  ; 
that  he  wished  to-  make  a  statement  on  the  subject,  and  if  it 
was  only  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  that  he  would  be  satis- 
fied.    As  to  what  the  hon.  member  had  stated  respecting  the 
reign  of  terror,  the  house  would  be  judge  how  far  these  ob- 
servations applied  to  Lord  St.  Vincent.     The  object  proposed 
in  moving  for  'the  papers  was  to  prove  the  question  whether 
or  not  Lord  St.  Vincent  had  been  guilty  of  neglect  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  navy. 

Mr.  yejfery  here  called  the  hon.  member  to  order.  He  had 
himself  been  stopped  when  proceeding  to  state  the  .extent  to 
which  his  motion  might  go,  which  he  was  doing  in  compliance 
with^  the  desire  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  as  being  out 
of  order,  and  he  could  not  conceive  it  orderly  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  discuss  the  merits  ofthe  case,  as  he  appeared 
willing  to  do.  The  hon.  gentleman  here  fell  into  the  same 
line  of  observation  as  before,  when 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  hon.  member,  that  by  such  ob- 
servations he  was  not  defending  the  order  of  the  proceedings. 
The  conversation  was  irregular,  but  it  was  the  hon.  member 
himself  who  had  first  been  disorderly. 

Mr,  Tierney  was  only  proceeding  to  state  the  grounds  upon  . 
which  the  papers  were  moved  for,  as  he  understood  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  out  the  accounts  to  have  been  urged  as  a  spe- 
cies of  objection  to  the  motion.^    The  view  of  his  hon.  friend 

in 
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in  moving  for  them  was  to  shew,  by  a  comparative  statement, 
whether  or  not  Lord  St.  Vincent  was  guilty  of  any  neglect 
whilst  in  office. 

The  Secretary  at  War  here  rose  to  order.  The  papers  were 
not  refused,  and  he  saw  no  use  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
proceeding  with  his  observations,  which  must  lead  to  discus- 
sion, f 

Mr.  Tlerney  was  happy  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
not  disposed  to  resist  the  production  of  the  papers  with  the 
weight  of  his  great  influence.  But  though  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  felt  no  objection,  he  should  recollect  that  another 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dickinson)  high  in  office  as  himself,  andcn* 
titled  to  as  much  consideration,  had  stated  the  difficulty  of 
preparing  the  accounts  as  an  objection  to  the  production. 

Mr.  Jfffifry,  again  to  order,  saw  no  necessity  for  continvting 
the  discussion,  as  no  disposition  wasshewn  to  refuse  the  papers 
moved  for. 

Mr.  Speaker — What  shall  or  shall  not  be  refused,  will  be 
decided  by  the  vote  of  the  house. 

.  Advnrai  Afarkbam  'hoped  it  would  not  be  disorderly  in  him 
to  as8tn*e  the  house,  that  all  the  papers  he  bad  moved  for  were 
necessary  to  the  motion.  The  several  motions  of  the  hon* 
admiral  were  then  successively  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  the  house,  that  their 
Iprdships  had  agreed  to  the  St.  Pancras  poor  bill,  and  desired 
the  house  would  communicate  to  their  lordships  the  evidence 
on  which  they  had  passed  the  Duke  of  Athol's  annuity  bill-— 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  it  was  ordered  that  the  answer 
qf  the  house  be  sent  by  messengers  of  its  own. 

trotter's  indemnitt  bill. 

Mr.  "Whitbrcad  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Trotter 
and  other  witnesses  indemnity  bill. 

Mr.  Alexander  desired  to  know,  whether  it  was  intended  by 
the  bill  to  grant  indemnity  to  these  from  all  the  consequences 
of  the  confessions  they  might  be  forced  to  make  ? 
*  Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  that  the  bill  was  not  to  force  any 
confessions,  but  merely  to  protect  the  parties  giving  testimony 
fi'omanyrriminal  prosecutions,  and  not  from  civil  actiops. 

Mr.  Alexander  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  state  his  scn- 
thnems  respecting  the  bill  the  next  day  on  the  question,  *  that 
the  speaker  do  leave  the  chair,'  previous  to  going  into  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Whitbread  trusted  the  hon.  gentleman  would  not  ob^ 

jcct 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.  JuLT  s.]  miscelLaKeoui  sh 

ject  to  the  bill  ,bdng  committed  that  day^  as  it  wds  material 
that  it  should  pass  without  any  delay.  The  hon*  member 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  sentiments  on  the 
third  Hading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time^  passed  through  the 
committee!  reported^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tht 
next  day. 

SIR  HOME  POPHAM. 

Sir  W.  Burroughs  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he 
should  move  certain  resolutions,  founded  on  the  report  of  the ' 
committee  on  Sir  Home  Popham's  case.  His  object  in  moving, 
these  resolutions  was,  to  obtain  on  the  part  of  the  house  for 
that  gallant  officer,  the  same  acquittal  from  any  imputation  on 
his  honour  and  intfc^ity,  which  he  had  already  by  the  report 
of  the  comnuttee.  There  were  various  other  topics  on  which 
the  committee  had  reported,  which  it  was  not  his  intention  td 
bring  into  discussion  this  session.  It  would  be  for  the  house 
to  determine  next  session  how  hr  it  might  be  desirable  to  take 
these  topics  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Sksane  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  he  should  move 
an  address  to  Us  majesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  ta 
order  a  remuneration  to  Edward  Colman,  Esq.  for  his  thirty 
years  zealous  and  faithful  service  as  an  officer  of  that  house.    . 

SOUTHERN  WHALE  FISHERT. 

Mr.  Rose  moved  the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  report  upon  the  southern  whale 
fishery  bill,  with  a  view,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  stated,  of 
postponing  the  order  until  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Barham  deprecated  any  further  delay  in  the  progress  of 
this  measure.       j 

.  Mr^  S.  Boiime  stated,  that  the  ddzf  was  necessary  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  absence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
.  Mr.  palcraft  did  not  see  that  the.  presence  of  the  right  hem* 
gentleman  alluded  to  was  so  necessary  fxpon  this  question.  Irish 
business  was  gone  thf  ough  in  the  absence  of  the  chanceUor.of  . 
the  exchequer,  for  Ireland ;  and  he  could  not  conceive  why 
business,  such  as  that  then  under  consideration,  might  not  be 
gone  through  in  the  absence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
for  England. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  against  the  proposed  postponement,  and* 
Mr.  Jeffi:ry  was  for  it.  '  , 

Sir  C.  Price  conceived  that  there  was  a  material  question  to 
be  decided  by  this  bill|  namely,  whether  the  same  encpurage^ 
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ment  should  be  given  to  the  comtoerce  of  foreigners  with  this 
•countryy  that  is  given  to  our  own  merchants.  Such  a  question 
depending,  he  thought  it  due  to  the  situation  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  postpone  the  discussion  on  account^of  his  absence. 

Lord  H.  Petty  ob^rved  that  the  consideration  of  this  mea- 
sure had  been  twice  postponed  akeady. 

Mr.  Huskisson  stated  that  the  same  cause  which  prevented 
the  attendance  of  his  right  hon.  friend  the  preceding  day,  still 
jsubsisted,  namely  indisposition. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  only  thing  new  in  the  bill  was,  a 
clause  to  permit  five  ships  belonging  to  foreigners,  which  were 
expected,  to  land  their  cargoes  without  being  subject  to  the 
alien  duty  *,  and  this  clause  might  be  amplv  discussed  without  * 
requiring  the  presence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  Rose  disapproved  of  the  clause  alluded  to  by  the  learned 
gentleman,  as  it  proposed  to  take  24,000!.  from  the  revenue, 
in  order  to  bring  into  competition  with  our  merchants  Ame- 
rican shipping,  which  had  aireadyj  from  the  cheapness  of  freight, 
provision,  &c*  but  too  great  advantage  over  the  shipping  of  this 
country. 

After  some  farther  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Windham  and 
.Alderman  Curtis  took  a  part,  the  motion  for  postponing  the 
order  till  the  next  day  was  carried  on  a  division,  the  niunbers 
being  38  to  29. 

The  Attorney  General,  after  observing  that  the  stipendiary 
xurates'  bill  had  returned  from  the  lords  with  such  amendments 
•as,  consistently  with  the  privileges  of  this  house,  were  not  ad- 
missible, gave  notice  that  he  should  the  next  day  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  same  subject. 

The  third  reading  of  the  An>erican  wool  bill  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  postponed  for  a  month,  in  order,  as  the 
Tight  hon.  gentleman  observed,  to  give  time  to  tho^e  who  ol> 
jected  to  the  measure,  among  whom  he  certainly  was  not  one, 
to  inquire  into  its  nature  afid  tendency. 

A  petition  was  presented  by  Sir  Charles  Price,  from  the 
merchants  and  shipowner^  of  London,  against  the  proposed 
^clause  in  the  south  whale  fishery  bill  before  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Giles  and  Mr.  Rose.   Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ts^le.  Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  4. 

Their  lord^ips,  in  a  committee  of  privileges,  heard  counsd 
for  the  claims  of  the  royal  dukes  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  peers  of  Ireland.    Mr.  Davisi  from  the  rolls  office  in  Ire- 
land, 
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land,  produced  copies  of  the  patents  of  several  peers  of  Ireland^ 
whose  creations  were  under  the  great  seal  of  England  \  and 
Mr,  Johnson  proved,  by  extracts  from  the  )ouncia]6  of  the 
Irish  house  of  lords,  that  the  several  lords  thus  created  had 
sat  and  voted  in  that  house  in  virtue  of  the  creations  by  patent, 
under  the  great  seal  of  England,  according  to  the  form  in  which 
those  of  the  princes  are  executed  under  the  same  great  seal. 
The  further  proceedings  oa  this  subject  were  adjourned. 

The  bills  before  their  lordships  were  forwarded  in  their  se- 
veral stages.  On  the  Irish  infirmary  bill,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk 
said  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  insufficient.  He  had  a  plan 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  that  country,  whicb  he  meant  to 
submit  before  the  next  session  to  those  who  were  most  Hkely 
to  giy^  it  effect. 

WEST  INDIES. 

Lord  ffoUand  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  several 
papers  relative  to  the  trade  between  our  West  India  coioiues, 
and  thie  United  States  of  America.  The  interest  o£  our  West 
India  icolonies  deserved,  at  all  times,  material  consideration, 
but  particularly  at  present,  when  they  were  perhaps  suffering 
all  the  calamities  of  war.  He  would  nofherc  enter  into  an 
inquiry  whether,  if  the  money  granted  for  secret  service  had 
been  properly  apf^ied,  minist^s  should  have  been  aware  of 
the  destinatipn  of  the  enemy^s  expeditions,  and  should  have 
had  an  adequate  force  prepared  to  meet  them.  As  things 
were  managed  it  present,  a  thing  unheard  of  before,  the  enemy 
had  twice  rode  triumphant  in  seas  where  for  years  they  were 
scarcely  known.  He  insisted  much  on  the  impolicy  of  ep* 
forcing  the  restrictions  with  respect  to  the  neutral  trade  with  ' 
the  colonies  in  provisions  and  lumbeFp  The  inevitable  conse«» 
quence  of  that  enforcement  was,  that  the  price  of  all  the  ne« 
cessaries  of  life  was  enormously  enhanced  in  the  islands,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  produce  of  the  islands  was  debured  frpm 
its  most  natural  and  proper  market. — He  allowed  the  propriety 
of  keeping  the  trade  with  our  colonies  as  much  as  possible  to 
ourselves ;  but  in  this  instance  it  was  imppssible*  It  was  found 
unavoidable  occasionally  to  relax  the  restrictions,  and  it  was 
matter  of  complaint  that  this  important  power  was  left  solely 
at  the  discretion  of  the  governor-general  of  the  islands.  He 
did  not  believe,  though  it  was  generally  reported,  that  one  of 
the  objects  of  ministers  in  these  restrictions  was  to  check  the 
growth  of  American  tonnage.  He  wished  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity of  denying  so  malicious  a  design  on  a  power  known  and 
acknowledged  by  our  friends  and  our  enemies,  even  by  M. 
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Tall^and  himself,  to  have  a  decided  and  natural  preference 
for  British  connection.  He  moved  that  there  be  laid  before 
their  lordships  copies  of  all  representations  made  by  the  colo- 
nial assemblies  on  the  subject  of  the  restrictions  on  the  trade 
with  the  United  States,  and  all  answers  to  them ;  also  several 
other  papers  telating  to  the  trade. 

£arJ  Camden  would  have  no  objection  to  the  production  of 
the  papers  moved  for  at  a  proper  time,  when  the  subject  could 
be  fully  entered  into ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  place 
the  documents  on  one  side  of  the  question  before  their  lord- 
ships and  the  public,  when  the  late  period  of  the  session  did 
^ot  allow  a  similar  production  of  papers  on  the  other  side,  or 
a  comparison  of  the  merits  of  both  sides.  The  instructions 
,  sent  to  the  governors  of  the  colonies  did  not  go  to  authorize 
them  to  suspend  the  restrictions  on  the  trade  with  America 
altogether.  Whatever  power  of  relaxation  was  given  to  the 
governors  it  was  found  necessary  rather  to  keep  them  alive 
generally  to  the  restrictions*  This  was  the  system  of  the  board 
pf  trade,  bom  which  the  present  government  thought  it  not 
pght  to  depart. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  there  were  representations  on  the 
part  pf  the  merchants  here  as  strong  against  the  admission  of 
the  American  trade  with  the  colonies  as  any  that  came  from 
the  colonies  in  favour  of  it.  He  wished  the  motions  to  be 
withdrawn  for  the  present,  as  they  would  only  go  to  give  an 
<xj><zr/r  statement  to  the  public. 

£arl  Stanhope  contended  that  the  restrictii«  poKcy  pureed 
by  this  country  with  regard  to  IreUnd  and  the  cok>nies  was 
most  injurious.  The  weight  of  taxes  in  this  country,  which 
Admiral  Vernon  had  described  as  heaviest  taxed  after  hell,  (and 
what  would  the  gallant  admiiral  jsay  if  he  lived  now  ?)  together 
with  the  expeoces  of  shipping,  and  other  expences  annexed  to 
the  trade  of  this  country,  enhanced  the  price  of  the  provisions 
brought  from  it  to  the  colonics  tb  an  jextreme  height. 

The  Duke  (jf  Montrose  maintained  the  propriety  of  restric- 
tions. If  the  noble  earl  who  had  ^poken  last,  found  his  own 
country  so  intolerable,  he  may  go  to  colonize  America,  and 
possibly  may  return  with  better  dispositions  tpwards  the  coun"> 
try  he  left.'      -. 

Earl  Stanhope  in  explanation  said,  it  was  no  want  of  affbction 
for  his  country,  if  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  government  of 
the  most  stupid,  ignorant,  and  wrong-headed  pinisters  it  had 
ever  had. 
^  f  The  Earl  of  Limerick  argued  in  iavour  of  the  resjtri^tions ) 
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the  Earl  of  SuflFolk  against  them.  Lord  Camden,  the  Duke 
of  Montrose,  and  LondHawkesbury  explained.  The  Eafls  of 
Darnley  and  Carysfort  supported  the  motion*  Lord  Harrowby 
opposed  the  motion,  and  defended  the  restrictions.  Lord 
Holland  replied,  and  said  he  saw  no  reason  forftbt  pressing 
his  motion. 

On  a  divirion  there  appeared  for  the  motion  8 ;  against  it  14. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  moved,  that  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  order  copies  to  be  laid  before  the  house  of  all  memo- 
rials, &c.  presented  to  his  majesty's  ministers  on  Jhe  Duke  of 
Athol's  claim,  on  or  before  the  year  1802. — Ordered  j  and 
also  that  the  lords  be  summoned  for  Monday. 

Ac^ourned.  , 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  4. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  Moore's  divorce  bilU 
Mr.  Adam  was  heard  as  counsel  in  support  of  t\ft  bill,  and 
evidence  was  adduced  to  prove  the  facts  of  marriage  and 
adultery. 

The  house  also  went  into  a  committee  on  Gardner*s  divorce 
bill,  before  which  counsel  was  heard,  and  witnesses  examined 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

A  message  was  delivered  from  the  lords,  stating  that  they 
had  agreed  to  the  eight  million,  the  two  million  and  a  half, 
and  the  one  millbn  and  a  half  loan  bills,  the  Isle  of  Man  duty' 
bill,  and  several  private  bills. 

IMI^EACHMENT  OF  LORD   MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  to  examine  into  the  lords*  journals 
for  information  as  to  their  lordships  proceedings  In  cases  simi- 
lar to  that  which  was  now  brought  against  Lord  Melville.  Or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WhMread  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment  against  Henry 
Lord  Viscount  Melville.  The  hon.  member  then  stated,,  that 
the  number  of  articles  was  eight.  He  had  himself  thought 
that  the  transaction  relative  to  Mr.  Jellicoe's  arrears  was  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  constitute  a  distinct  article  in  the  impeach- 
ment ;  but,  as  it  was  found  that  that  case  did  not  make  an  equal 
degree  of  impression  on  the  minds  of  other  gentlemen  in  th^ 
house^  that  transaction  was  now  excluded.     And,  though  the 
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ttitictes  might  h^  somewhat  extended  on  account  of  necessaiy 
fbrms^  there  ixras  in  fact  no  new  matter  but  that  which  was 
contained  in  one  article  only.  It  had  been  already  mentionedy 
that  there  was  the  sum  of^  io,oool.  unaccounted  for,  or  in  ad* 
vance  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Trotter  became  paymaster  to  the 
navy.  There  was  a  sum  of  io,oool.  also,  which  had  been  meo- 
tiooed  by  Lord  Melville  in  his  defence  in  that  house,  the  ap- 
plication of  which  he  had  refused  to  reveal.  Now,  he  wished 
"k  to  be  clearly  understood,  that  that  sum  appeared  to  the  com- 
mit lee  to  be  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  that  which  had 
been  previously  mentioned,  and  that,  therefore,  it  formed  a 
pew  article  in  the  impeachment  which  they  had  the  honour  to 
prepare.  The  sum  of  22,oool.  which  had  been  borrowed 
without  interest,  and  the  22,oool.  for  which  interest  had  been 
paid,  were  both  already  spoken  of,  and  of  course  the  house 
were  aware  that  they  would  form  a  part  of  the  articles  to  be 
drawn  up  against  that  noble  lord.  There  was  a  sum  amount- 
ing to  something  from  lo  to  2o,oool.  which  had  passed  through 
the  hand&  of  Tweedie  ;  with  this  circumstance  the  house  was 
already  acquainted.  There  was  another  charge,  however,  which 
liad  not  yet  been  mentioned;  and  though  it  consisted  of  nothing 
that  was  new  in  point  of  fact,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state 
it  to  the  hquse — that  was,  a  general  charge  of  violation  of  the 
)aw«  As  the  whole  woukl  not  be  likely  to  be  printed  before 
Monday,  he  should  conclude  with  moVing,  ist.  That  {his  re- 
port be  printed  5  and  2dly,  That  it  be  taken  into  further  con- 
sideration on  Monday. — The  motions  were  thtik  nnanimoudjf 
)i^eed  to,  aad  orders  made  accordingly. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  bill  for  continuing  the 
act  for  the  regulation  of  t)ie  Irish  revenue  was  read  a  tliird 
time^  and  passed. 

trotter's  INDEMKITT  BILL.. 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  b  11  for  indemnifving  Mr.  Trotter,  and  all  others 
who  may  give  evidence  on  die  impeachment  against  Lord 
Melville. 

Upon  the  question  being  put,  i/r.  Whithretul  informed  the 
house,  that  in  order  to  obviate  as  much  as  possible,  all  objections 
wJiich  might  be  made  to  the  production  of  testimony  in  the 
course  of  the  impeachment,  and  as  Mr.  Trofter,  who  was  known  • 
to  be  a  material  witness,  might  be  supposed  to  be  under  some 
degree  of  embarrassment,  if  he  was  to  think  that  any  thing 
^hich  he  might  say  before  the  comxnitt^ej  or  at  the  bar  of  the 

house 
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house  of  lordS)  might  be  afterwards  made  the  ground  of  a  dvtt 
prosecution  against  him«  notwithstanding  he  had  been  exempt* 
cd  from  the  consequences  of  any  criminal  prosecution : — in 
order  that  his  testimony  might  be  understood  to  be  given 
without  ^ny  apprehension  whatever  upon  his  mindi  he  offi»-ed. 
a  new  clause,  which  he  hoped  would  meet  the  wishes  of  an 
konourable  gentleman  opposite  him.     It  was  the  opinion  of 
some  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers,  that  no  man  was  entitled 
to  refuse  giving  evidence  in  cases  where  his  testimony  might 
tend  to  make  him  liable  to  a  civil  prosecution.     Some  other 
lawyers,  however,  entertained  a  different  opinion  ;  and  from 
the  highly  respectable,  indeed,  he  might  say  dignified  manner 
xn  which  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite  him  (Mr.  Dimdas)  bad 
conducted  himself  throughout  the  various  discussiopfis  that  had 
taken  place  on  this  subject,  he  should  hope  most  particularly 
that  the  substance  of  this  clause  would  accord  with  the  ideas 
of  that  honourable  meipber  :  it  was  to  make  a  provision  that 
any  thing  .which  might  be  said  by  Mr.  Trotter  in  the  cour« 
of  his  evidence  against  Lprd  Melville  should  not  be  afterwards 
-made  the  means  of  instituting  a  civil  prosecution  against  him. 
The  clause  was  then  brought  up  and  read. 
Upon  the  question  being  put  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
clause. 

Sir  W.  Elfird  declared,  that  it  was>.in  his  opinion,  insuffi- 
cient for  the  object  which  the  hoD»  gentleman  profisssed  to 
have  in  view;  and  whicli  he  had  no  doubt  he  had  in  view.  A 
query  had  been  sent  to  a  lawyer  whose  opinion  he  bdieved  no 
gentleman  in  that  house  would  think  of  little  consequence  (Mr« 
-Dallas),  and  he  stated  that  he  was  not  aware  that  there  was  any 
distinction  between  a  man  giving  evidence  either  with  re- 
ference to  a  civil  or  a  .criminal  prosecution  against  himself 
being  likely  to  be  the  result  jof  his  own  testimony.  That 
learned  gentleman's  opinion  was,  that  there  was  no  argument 
in  reason  also  agaitist  the  consequences  in  the  one  case  which 
wouki  not  operate  equally  in  the  other,  and  he  "quoted  a  case 
from  Peake  in  support  of  what  he  laid  down  as  a  maxim  in 
hw.  Mr.  Serjeant  Shepperd  was  of  the  same  opinion  with 
the  other  learned  counsel,  and  he  was  convinced  that  his 
opinion  upon  a  point  of  law  would  have  some  considerable 
degree  of  weight  with  the  house.  '  If  Lord  Melville  should 
be  acquitted  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr«  Trottery  it  might  be 
said  that  he  would  have  given  evidence  more  fully  if  he  had 
"not  been  embarrassed.  He  therefore  suggested  that  some  se- 
curity should  be  given,  that  the  civil  suit  would  not  be  only 
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suspended  for  the  present,  but  that  it  should  not  be  resumed 
hereafter. 

Mr.  IVhitbread  expressed  his  readiness  to  concur  in  any  mo- 
tion which  xh^  hon.  baronet  should  think  proper  to  bring  for- 
ward to  the  effect  which  he  just  now  expressed  in  his  speech. 
Afr.  Rose  coincided  in  opinion  with  Sir  W.  Elford,  and  ob- 
served, that  although  none  of  the  evidence  he  should  give  be- 
fore the  house  of  lords  could  afterwards  be  brought  against  Mr. 
Trotter,  yet  that  matters  might  be  disclosed  in  the  course  of 
his  examination,  which  in  other  proceedings  might  be  turned 
against  him. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  spoke  to  the  same  effect. 
Mr,  Serjeant  Best  contended,  that  the  only  object  of  the  clause 
was  to  make  Mr.  Trotter  a  perfect  and  satis&ctory  evidence  in 
the  case  of  Lord  Melville.  Every  thing  that  could  possibly  be 
done  was  done  by  the. clause  in  favour  of  Mr.  Trotter ;  and  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  so  much  more  anxiety  should  be 
shewn  in  such  a  case  for  Mr.  Trotter,  than  for  any  other  sub- 
ject of  the  state. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  only  wished  to  say,  that  If  it  was  the  ple»» 
sure  of  the  house  to  indemnify  Mr.  Trotter,  he  hoped  they 
^ould  do  it  in  such  a  manner  and  place  him  in  such  a  situation 
as  to  enable  him  to  give  his  evidence  without  bdng  under  the 
pressure  of  any  embarrassment,  apprehension,  or  restnunt. 

Mr,  fi^hithread  said,  that  this  clause  had  been  drawn  up  by 
Rble  lawyers,  and  that  he  only  wished  for  a  fair  and  unbiassed 
decision. 

Mr,  Alexander  was  for  deferring  the  discussion  of  the  articles 
of  impeachment  until  time  should  be  given  to  come  to  a  deci- 
sion on  the  present  point. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  ready  to  confess  that  Mr. 
Trotter  should  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  derive  the  full  benefit 
of  his  evidence ;  it  should  however  be  recollected,  that  the  se- 
curity held  out  to  him  by  the  clause  might  prove  altogether 
delusive,  should  an  opportimity  be  offered  to  put  questions  to 
^im  to  which  he  might  not  afterwards  be  enabled  to  demur. 
Indeed  he  understood  it  to  be  the  clear  opinion  of  the  house, 
that  after  they  had  come  to  a  decision  to  impeach  Lord  Mel- 
ville, all  proceedings  in  a  civil  suit  would  be  dropped ;  perhaps 
the  more  proper  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  make  a  dis- 
tinct motion,  ordering  to  stay  all  proceedings  of  a  civil  nature. 
Mr.  Whitbread  again  professed  his  readiness  to  adopt  the 
Opinion  of  the  house. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Wynoe  was  rather  for  the  original  motion. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Burroughs  wished  Mr.  Trotter  to  be  plgced  in 
m  situation  altogether  uncramped  and  unembarrassed. 

The  Speaker  here  interfered,  and  reminded  the  house  that 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  tinie,  and  that  the  only  motion  that 
could  well  be  made  was,  that  the  further  proceedings  upon  the 
third  reading  be  deferred. 

Sir  W.  Elford  said,  that  it  was  his  original  intention  to  have 
moved  that  the  civil  suit  against  Mr.  Trotter  should  be  stoppedj 
or  discontinued  altogether.  '  .  i 

Mr.  Wilberforce  rather  inclined  to  the  same  opinion. 

After  several  explanations,  the  clause  was  withdrawn,  arid 
it  was  ordered  that  the  hoyisc  do  proceed  further  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  the  next  day,  when  Sir  W.  Elford  w^  to 
bring  forward  a  distinct  niotion  to  the^eSect  of  a  complete  in« 
denmificdtion  of  Mr.  Trotter. 

The  southern  whale  fishery  bill  wai  reported,  aivl  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

A  message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  lords,  in  answer  tQ 
their  request  of  the  preceding  day,  to  acquaint  their  lordships 
that  this  house  had  taken  into  consideration  their  message  re« 
lative  to  the  bill  for  settling  an  annuity  upon  John,  Duke  of 
Athol,  and  the  seventh  son  of  (he  Earl  of  Derby ;  that  upon 
Hue  consideration  it  did  not  appear  that  it  was  usual  for  this 
house  to  make  any  such  communication  upon  former  similar 
Qocasions;  and  that  they  trusted  that  this  answer  would  be 
deemed  sufficient. 

FINANCIAL  PROPOSITIONS. 

Mr.  Johnstone  then  delivered  in  his  statement  of  finance^ 
as  is  usually  done  at  the  end  of  a  session. 

That  the  variations  in  the  state  of  the  public  debt  between 
the  5th  of  January,  1803,  and  the  5th  of  January,  1806,  being 
three  years  of  war,  may  be  estimated  as  follow — 

The  public  funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  un- 
redecnied,  which  on  the  ist  of  February,  1803, 
was  480,572,4761.  will  amount  to  5.1^,639,2551. 
after  deducting  i2,5oo,oooL  for  the  operation  of 
the  sinking  fund  during  the  current  year,  being 
aa  increase  of  capital  stock  of        -      -      -     X-3^*^^^'779 

The  public  funded  debt  created  in  Great  Britain 
for  account  of  Ireland  unredeemed,  which  qn  the 
1st  of  February,  1803,  was  21,224,5851.  will 
amount  to  35,562,9011.  after  deducting  750,000!. 
for  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund  during  the 
current  year,  being  an  increase  of  capital  stock  of    I4>338>3i<5 
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The  lone  annuities  of  Great  Britain,  which  on 
the  ist  of  February,  1 8 ©3,  were  1,015,410!.  will 
amountto  1 ,047,494!.  being  an  increase  of  annual 
charge  of         ----.-.-  3^*084 

The  long  annuities  created  in  Great  Britain,for 
account  of  Ireland,  whicli  on  the  ist  of  February, 
1803,  were  9,791!.  will  amount  1091^207!.  being 
an  increase  ot  annua!  charge  of    -       •      -      -  81,416 

The  unfunded  debt  in  exchequer  bills,  which 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1803,  was  9,827,400!. 
will  amount  to  15,000,000!.  being  an  increase  of      5,172,600 

The  unfunded  debt  in  na\7  bills,  which  on  the 
I  St 'of 'February,  1803,  was  3,105,648!.  will 
amount  to  5,001,567!.  being  an  increase  of      -       1^895,919 

The  funded  debt  created  in  Great  Britain  for 
account  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  unredeemed, 
which  on  the  ist  February,  1 803,  was  7,1 27,4961!- 
will  be  reduced  to  6,952,40511  afler  deducting 
Joo,oool.  for  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fond 
■during  the  current  year,  being  a  diminution  of 
capital  stock  of        -••.---  ?75j09l 

The  short  annuities  of  Great  Britain,  wliich  on 
the  1st  of  February  were  S39j9791-  will  be  rc-» 
duced  to  486,099!.  being  a  diminution  of  annual 
charge  of         ---.-.-*  53j88o 

The  outstanding  demands  unprovided  for^ 
which  onthe  istof  February,i8o3,wcre764,o6i!. 
will  be  reduced  to  625,748!.  being  a  diminution 

of      -      -      - J3«>3i3 

'The  sum  applicable  to  the  redemption  of  debt, 
which  on  the  ist  of  February,  1803,  was,  for  the 
debt  of  Great  Britain  5,834,986!.;  for  debt  created 
in  Great  Britain  for  account  of  Ireland  25  8,4^4!.; 
for  debt^creatcd  in  Great  Britain  for  account  of 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  47,947!.  making  a  total 
of  6, 14  [,367!.-,  will  amount  to  7,5^9,1 72I.  for  the 
debt  of  Great  Britain;  473,6121.  for  the  debt 
created  in  Great  Britain  for  account  of  Ireland ; 
56, 1 99]  for  the  debt  created  m  Great  Britain  for 
account  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany ;  making  a 
total  of  8,128,9831.  being  an  increase  of    -       -   _  1,987,616 

That  the  total  sum  to  be  raised  in  Great  Britain, 
within  tbe  year  1 805,  maybe  estimated  as  follows: 
^  Interest  on  pubUc  funded  debt,   diarges  of 

managanenty 
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management,  and  sinking  fund>  on  the  5th  of 

February,  1805 24,928,33d 

.  Interest,  charges  of  managemenT,  &c.  to  be 
paid  between  the  5th  February,  1805,  and  5th 
January,  1 806,  on  stock  created  bjr  loans  of  the 
present  session,  to  the  amount  0/34,400,000!. 
and  on  increase  of  stock  by  repayment  of  loy* 

alty-- M3o>90J 

Interest  on  exchequer  bills ;  the  amount  issued 
and  bearing  interest  exceeding  20,000,000!.      -       1, 000,000 

Civfl  government  of  Scotland,  pensions  on  re- 
venue, .militia  and  deserters*  warrants,  *bounties 
fi>r  promoting  fisheries,  &c.  estimated  to  be  the 
»ai6e  as  in  the  year  ending  5th  January,  1805    -         93*i33^ 

Charged  of  collecting  ancT  management  of  the 
revenue,  estimated  to  &  the  same  as  in  the  year     • 
ending  5th  January,  1805      -       -       -       -       -       2>I35»l7d 

Proportion  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  of 
the  civil  list  and  other  charges  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund  of  Great  Britain  (the  charges  on  the 
consolidated  fund  of  Ireland,  which  is  likewise  a 
joint  charge,  being  included  in  the  supplies),  fif- 
'  teen-seventeenths  of  1,36/5,851!.         -      -      -      ljao6,045 
Supplies  voted  in  1805,  for  Great  Britain  ex- 
(clusively       ------    4,S34>oQoL. 

Supplies  voted  in  1805,  for  Great 
Britam  and  Ireland : 
Navy  -  14,645,630 
Army  -  18,580,124 
Ordnance  4,846,994 
Mtscellaneons  i  ,6 1 9,78 1 
Fgn.  Subsidies  3,500,000 

_ 43' 19^29 

Deduct  the  proportion  of 
charge  to  be  borne  by  Ire-     ' 
land,  two  seventeenths    -    5,08.1,474  38,1 1 1,055 

:. — — 42,<J45»05S 

Interest  fbr  Joans  to  tlie  Emperor  of  Germany       497,528 

Kfaking  in  the. whole  the  sura  of    ;f-74>7  73*377 
That  the  funds  applicable  to  discharge  the  sum 
required  to  be  jh-ovided  by  Great  Britain  for  the 
year  1805,  ^^7  ^  estimated  as  follow  : 

The  gross  receipt  of  the  permanent  revenuCj 

4A2  hextditstf 
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hereditary  revenue^  imprest  monies  repaid  (after 
deducting  the  rcpayipent  oi  over  entries,  draw- 
backs, &c.)f  estimated  to  produce  the  same  as  on 
an  average  of  three  years,  ending  5th  Jan.  i8oc     34)0tf5»5X2 

Estimated  produce  to  the  5th  January,  18069 
of  the  permanent  taxes  imposed  ia  the  present 
session      ---------      1, 200^000 

Malt  ai>d  personal  estates  -       .       -      -       2,750,000 

Lottery,  aiter  deducting  the  proportion  of  Ire- 
land ---------         300,000. 

War  taxes,  estimated  to  produce  to  the  5th 
April,  1806      --------     14,500,900 

Surplus  of  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1804       1,192,1 15 
Loan     «•*..•.«•«    20,000,000 


74,007,627 

There  has  likewise  been  a  loan  of  4,000,000!.  for  the  ser- 
vice of  Ireland,  and  5,246,506!.  will  Ije  levied,  parochially,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  estimating  the  sum  required  for 
tliis  purpose  to  he  the  same  as  was  required  in  the  year  ending, 
Easter,  1803. 

. .  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huslcisson,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
statements  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  Attorney-General,  on  the  order  of  the  day  l)eing  read^ 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  lords'  amendments  to  the  sti- 
pendiary curates  bill,  moved  that  they  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration that  day  three  montlis. — Ordered. 

The  Attorney-General  then  stated,  that  as  thi{was  a  mea- 
sure of  considerable  importance,  he  should  not,. pursuant  to  his 
notice  of  the  preceding  day,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  another 
bill  on  the  same  subject  in  the  present  stage  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Windham  concurred  with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
m^xiy  that  this  was  a  measure  of  considerable  importance,  and 
approved  his  determination  not  to  proceed  with  it  in  the  present 
session. 

ThePaddington  cana!  coal  bill,  the  Scotcli  assessors  bill,  and 
the  consolidated  fund  bill,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Irish  military  survey  bill,  and  the  Irish  sugar  drawback 
bill  were  reported  ;  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 
•    The  Irish  distillery  bill,  the  Irish  duty  collection  bill,  and 
the  pilots'  bill  passed  through  committees  i  to  be  reported  the 
next  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
lu)usc  adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS* 

FRIDAT,  JULY  5. 

In  a  Scotch  appeal,  Campbell  v.  M^aim  and  others^ 
counsel  were  heard»  and  further  proceedings  postponed  till 
Monday. 

The  Com  amendment  biD,  and  the  militia  officers  bill  were 
ttsid  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Irish  paper  duty  bill,  hop  duty  bill,  sugar  duty  draw- 
l>ack  bill,  and  the  bill  for  indemnifying  Mr.  Trotter,  and 
others  who  may  give  evidence  in  Lord  Melville's  impeachment, 
were  brought  up  from  the  commons^  and  severally  read  the 
£rst  time. 

A  message  was  delivered  from  the  commons  by  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, in  answer  to  the  request  of  the  lords  to  have  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Athol  communicated  to 
them,  stating  that  the  house  had  not  found  it  to  be  the  prac- 
tice of  their  house  to  commynicate  evidence  to  the  lords  in 
similar  cases. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  their  lordships  to  this  message.  He  supposed  it  resulted 
from  the  principle  on  which  the  commons  treat  every  bill  iu 
the  nature  of  a  money  bill.  Yet  there  was  a  precedent  of  a 
message  from  the  commons  the  reverse  of  this,  on  a  similar 
occasioui  only  ten  days  since.  On  the  bill  which  indemnified 
the  persona  concerned  in  the  loan  to  the-  house  of  Boyd  and 
Benfield,  their  lordships  requested  the  evidence  from  the  com- 
mons, and  received  it.  In  the  year  1 786,  on  a  bill  for  appropri- 
ating certain  sums  for  the  reduction  ^f  the  national  debt,  the 
commons  refused  the  evidence,  and  stated  the  reasons  of  the 
refusal  to  be,  that  they  could  not  enter  into  any  explanation  of 
the  motives  of  their  passing  a  bill  of  that  nature.  It  was  for 
their  lordships  to  consider  how  they  would  proceed  in  the 
present  case  ;  and  he  only  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  the 
subject  forward  to  their  attention. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  hoped  the  bill  would  not  now  be 
pressed,  since  there  could  not  be  time  for  a  due  consideration 
of  the  claims  of  the  noble  duke. 

The  Duke  of.  Montrose  thought  the  claim  ought  tQ  be 
disposed  of  in  the  present  session. 

'  Lord  Holland  was  of  opinion,  that  it  became  the  house  to 
examine  evidence  for  itsdf  in  every  bill  of  importance ,  and 

he 
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he  hoped  they  would  in  fiittire  do  so,  inkead  of  recdvlng  evi- 
dence brought  from  another  place. 

Lord'Hsnolesbury  would  not  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the 
hill ;  he  would  only  call  upon  the  house  to  consider  what  it 
became  them  to  do  on  the  subject  of  th^  message,  as  a 
ttisi^ter  of  their  own  privileges.  He  had  ahrays  understood 
diat  t^  bousi^  of  commons  would  not.  communicate  the  mo- 
tives on  which  they  passed  a  bill>  but  had  been  in  the  practice 
of  comnumicating  mere  evidence  v  and  in  the  present  case» 
nothing  more  had  been  asked. 

Lord  Radnor  moved  that  the  message  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration on  Tuesday  next^  and  that  the  lords  be  summoned.— 
Ordered* 

The  £arl  of  Sufiblk  gave  notioe  of  a  motion  for  next  sesaon 
pn  the  case  of  Colonel  Cochrane  Johnstone,  who  was  dismissed 
the  service  after  an  acquittal,  he  believed  an  honourable  ac? 
^ktol,  by  a  court  martial. 

A  message  from  the  commons  brought  up  Trotter's  in* 
denmity  bill,  the  southern  whale  fishery  bill,  and  a  number 
of  ether  hills  passed  by  the  co^imons,  which  were  all  read  a 
first  time.  The  other  bills  before  their  lordships  were  for- 
warded.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  5. 

Mr.  Dennis,  from  the  commissioners  dT  excise,  presented 
accounts  of  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver 
general  of  excise,  at  various  periods,  from  the  5th  of  January, 
1793,  to  5th  April  last  inclusive. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Staveley,  from  the  post-office,  presented  an  account  of 
balances  in  thi  hands  of  the  receiver  general  of  the  post-ojSSce, 
Irhich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

C>nthe  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  committee  on  the 
Irish  revenqe  jurisdiction  hill,,  and  the  further  considqation  <rf 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Irish  port  duty  bill,  urere 

ntponcd  to  that  day  three  months.  / 

Vir.  Ormsby  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
octitjon  from  Mr.  Collier  and  others,  freeholders  of  Middlesex, 
priving  for  compensation  for  loss  of  time  in  attending  the 
o  •  iiittee  on  the  contested  elei^tion  for  Middlesex.— Ordered 
|9  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday. 
,    A  message  from  the  lor^  intimated  their  lordships  concurr 

rence 
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react  In  tlie  bill  (or  purchasing  ground  iii  Palace-prd,  the 
Dublin  harbour  improvement  bill,  the  militia  officers  billj  and 
the  com  import  and  export  regulation'  bill. 

Mr,  Fowler,  from  the  tax  office,  presented  an  account  o£ 
the  expencc  incurred  for  officers  and  commissioners  under  the 
act  for.  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax,  from  3th  Jan.  1804 
to  5th  Jan.  1^05.'     . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Irish  distillery  biH,, 
the  Irish  paper  duty  bill,  and  the  Irish  hearth  duty  bill,  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  ^ 

'  trotter's  indemnitt  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whirbread  the  proceedings  on  the 
third  residing  of  the  witnesses  indemnity  bill  were  resumed. 
"  Sir'  IV.  Elfirdmtroduc^A  an  amendment  in  order  to  put  the 
wittiesses  in  such  a  situation  that  without  any  apprehensions 
of  th^  consequences,  to  themselves  in  fumTihing  matter  fat 
Civil  procecdinfrs,  they  trtight  give  such  free  evidence  in  the 
Support  of  the  impeachment  a^inst  Lord  Melville  as  woald 
frirther  the  ends  of  substantial'  justice.  Another  advantage 
which  he  proposed  by  this  amendment,  was  ,to  shorten  the 
proceedings  in  the  house  of  lords,  in  which  considerable  timdl 
had  been  usually  wasted  in  listening  to  the  objections  madt  by* 
witnesses  to  the  questions  proposed  to  them. 

Lofd  H.  Pettyy  akhough  he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  tlie 
amendment  of  the  hoh.  baronet,  and  although  no  one  was 
more  filing  than  himself  to  admit  that  the  house  ought  to 
{o  to  the  trial  of  Lord  Melville  surrounded  by  as  few  embar- 
rassing circumstances  as  possible,  yet  thought  the  sacrifice 
they  were  called  upon  to  make  was  so  great,  and  felt  so  modi 
reluctance  to  allow  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  that  he  ^e;- 
gested  to  the  hon.  baronet  the  introduction  of  some  words  in 
his  amendment,  to  shew  that  the  house  agreed  to  it  on  account 
of  the  importance  of  the  occasion,  and  that  they  did  not  recog- 
nise the  principVe  that  ^  person  should  not  give  evidence  on 
a  criminal  prosecution  without  being  previously  relieved  from 
any  possible  subsequent  civil  proceedings ;  a  principle  which 
Wou^d  be  attended  with  serious  danger,  and  which  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  formal  argument  and  consideration  of  those 
\who  by  their  laj^al  habits  were  best  qualified  to. discuss  it. 

The  Chancelht  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  with  the  no  We  lord 
in  his  observations  on  the  danger  of  universally  admitting  this 
jfvmcijh^  but  remarked  that  thewdirds  of  the  amendment 

not 
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not  only  conyeyted  do  positive  opinion  in  fayoMf  of  th^  pirn* 
ciple,  but  t^t .  the  isfereiiqe  to  be  drawn  from  tliem  was  the 
WTcrse, 

.  After  « few,  words  from  Mr,  Giles  and  Mr«  Sturges  Boumci 
Sir  W,  Elford's  amendjcoent  was  agreed  tp. 

On  the  question  that  this  bill  do  pass, 

LordJe  Blaqmert  submitted  to  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
lvhcth<r  or  not  it  would.be  honourable  in  the  housfs  in  th^ 
progress  of  the  impeachment  against  Lord  Melville,  to  avail 
themselves  of  any  thing  that  might  have  fdrppped  from  ^at 
noble  lord  when  he  made  his  defence  in  the  bouse^  be  made 
some  observations  on  the  proviso  of  the  bUjin  which  it  waf 
stated  that  the  witnesses  should  not  benefit  jGnom  th/p  indc^i* 
nity,  unless  ^ey  gave  full  and  £ur  civideoce  of  aU  thqr  Ieji^ 
on  the  subject.  Of  this,  who  ^as  to  .be  the  judgf  I  He  fo^ 
derstood  tiiat  Mr.  Trotter  .was  a  very  nervous  gentleman^  and 
at  the  examination  before  the  committee  of  impeachment*  had 
appeared  much  agitated  and  terrified.  Was  it  opt  possiUq 
that  his  alarm  might  cause  him  .to  suppress  m.atter  tending  to 
justify,  as  well  as  to  criminate  bis  master,  iLord  Melville  ? 
And  then  what  would  be  the  conseqiie^joe^  if  be^ishould  after- 
wards  recollect  circumstances  of  importance?  Th^  noble 
lord  avowed,  and  said  he  did;  not  Wuslxto  avow^  that  even- 
tually it  would  be  found,  that  Lord  MelviUe.had  ^n  already 
more  severely  punished  than  his  deltnqnencj^  meritod^  Ho 
doubted,  however,  whether  this  biUyptJd^putMr.  Trotter  ia 
a  situation  to  give  impartial  evidence  on  .tbeiiiiftU;wd  b^^very 
much  wished  that  some. abncndouenr r?  .  ^  -iA\  x;  ^-.  i         \ 

The  Speaker  here  interposed,  observing,  that  the  time  for 
introducing  amendments  was  ^one  by,  and,  that  the  noble 
lord  was  out  of  order,  unless  he  meant  tP  argue  against  the 
whole  bill. 

. .  Mr*  WhUbread  observed,  that  this  bill  wpnld  pnly  indem- 
nify Mr.  Trotter  in  case  he  declared  the  tru^,  thp  whplp 
truth,,  and  nothing  bat  tbe.lrmh..  He  would  b^  equally  liable 
to  lose  the  advantages  of  it  therefof(b  if  he  ^qficeajed  circum- 
stances prejudicial  to,  or  exculpating  of.  Lord  Melville. 
Should  any  thing  favourable  to  Lord  Melville  occur  to  Mr. 
Trotter's  recollection!  before  the  commencement  of  the  trials 
he  would  consequently  be  bound  to  declare  it. 

Mr^Johnsionf^  however  painful  it  was  to  him  to  difier 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  by  whom  the  bill  was  introduce^^ 
must  declare  bis  disapprobation  of  it,  as  proceeding  on  a  pria- 
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tiple  the  justice  of  which  he  could  bv  no  iheans  admit.  There 
was  but  a  single  precedent,  that  ot  Lord  Macclesfiddi  that , 
wore  any  resemblance  to  this  case,  and  this  he  thought  by  no 
means  bore  upon  it  in  every  part,  for  this  reason,  that  though 
the  masters  in  chancery  and  Lord  Macclesfield  were  partici- 
pators in  the  same  crime,  yet  that  the  guilt  of  the  masters  in 
chancery  was  infinitely  less  than  that  of  Lord  Macclesfield  ; 
whereas  in  the  present  instance,  although  the  moral  guilt  of 
Lord  Melville  certainly  preponderated,  yet  that  on  the  ques^ 
tion  of  participation  (which  was  that  to  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  the  lords)  he  was  only  an  accessary.  In  his  opi^ 
nion  it  would  be  always  better  to  let  a  criminal  escape  without 
punishment, 'than  to  adopt  legislative  provisions  for  the  Ex- 
press purpose  of  bringing  down  punishment  on  him.«^The- 
bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Sloans  moved,  that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
his  majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be  grac^iously  pleased  to  or- 
der such  remuneration  as  he  should  think  fit  to  be  made  to 
Edw.Colman,  Esq.  late  serjeant  at  arms,  for  his  long  and  faith* 
fiil  services  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  as^ 
suring  his  majesty  that  the  house  would  provide  for  making 
good  the  same. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Keene,  who  expressed  iht 
pleasure  which  he  feh  in  seconding  a  proposition  that  tended 
to  reward  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  gentleman  in  question^ 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  nemine  cmtraiicenU* 

The  southern  whale  fishery  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  IV^f. 
Rose,  read  a  third  time. — Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSEOFLORDS. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  6. 

Counsel  was  heard  on  the  Dulce  of  Athol's  annuit]^  and  the 
smuggling  bill. 

The  bills  on  the  table  w0lre  forwarded  onestage)  and  the 
house  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS.  , 

MONDAY,  JULY  8* 

Mr.  Alexander  was  heard  for  the  respondent  in  the  appeal 
Campbell  V.  M*Nairn  and  others ;  smd  Mr.  Parke  in  rq)ly. 
1  he  judgment  was  postponed  till  Wednesday. 

The  hop  duty  bill,  su^ar  drawback  duty  bill,  Irish  spirits 
Vol.  III.  1805.        '  '4B  warehousing 
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warehousing  billy  plate  glass  duty  billj  Irish  assessed  taxes  bill^ 
Irish  revei?>ie  regulation  bill,  southern  whale  fishery  biR, 
public  accoitiptants  indemnity  bill,  and  the  linen  duty  draw- 
back bill,  severally  went  through  a  committee.  The  report 
on  each  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day* 

llie  Marquis  of  Buckingham  moved,  that  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  6rder  that  there  be  laid  before  the  housc» 
an  account  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Isle  of  Msta^ 
from  the  year  1798  to  1805. — Ordered. 


DUKE  OF  ATHOL*S   CLAIMS. 


The  E^  of  Westmorland  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Duke  of  Athol's  bill. 

Some  misunderstanding  arose  respecting  the  regularity  of 
the  motion,  and  a  conversation  followed  on  the  point  of  order, 
duri^ng  which  Lord  Ellenborough  insisted  strongly  on  the  in* 
decency  and  injustice  of  hurrying  forward  this  measure^  with* 
out  giving  the  house  the  means  of  judging  of  the  fairness  of 
the  claim*  Some  of  the  papers  on  the  table  were  not  printed^ 
and  he  would  ask  if  it  was  proper  that  one  noble  lord  should 
look  over  the  shoulders  of  another,  to  endeavour  to  get 
through  the  perusal  of  the  unprinted  papers,  whife  they  were 
debating  the  subject  ?  He  besought  the  house  to  act  with 
more  regard  to  their  character  ^  and  concluded  by  movingg 
that  certain  papers  on  the  table,  relative  to  the  subject^  be 
printed^ — Ordered. 

The  Eari  of  Westmorland  then  rose,  to  State  his  motives  fer 
giving  his  support  to  the  bill. .  He  entered  into  a  very  full 
history  of  the  transactions  between  government  and  the  Duke 
of  Athol,  from  the  time  of  the  question  of  the  sale  being  first 
agitated  between  them  to  the  time  of.  the  purchase.  The 
rights  and  powers  of  the  Duke  of  Athol's  famuy  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  he  contended,  could  not  be  purchased  by  a  sum  like  that 
given;  and  were  never  willingly  alienated  by  the  noble  owner. 
The  royalty  and  dominion  ofthe  family  over  the  island  wa»  a 
distinction  such  as  no  subject  ofthe  crown  enjoyed,  or  ever 
had  enjoyed  i  and  the  then  noble  owner  expressed,  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms,  his  utter  reluctance  to  deprive  himself  or 
his  descendants  of  it.  This  reluctance,  it  is  true,  was  over- 
come by  his  deference  to  the  wish  of  his  sovereign,  and  his 
regard  to  public  utility.  It  was  found  that  the  loss  to  the  re- 
venue of  this  country  by  smuggling  from  the  Isle  of  Man  was 
prodigious,  and  that  it  could  never  be  remedied  while  the  so-» 
Terejipty  of  the  ishnd  was  distinct  from  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land. 
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land.  The  noble  owner  therefore  yielded  to  these  reasons  of 
public  convenience^  and  became  willing  to  treat  for  the  pur-  . 
chase*  But  was  an  adequate  compensation  offered  to  him  i 
No  I  he  never  considered  it  as  sych,  and  would  never  have 
g[ven  ^  formal  assent  to.it,  if  he  had  not  been  plainly  enough 
told  that  England  mqst  take  such  measures  for  her  own  safety 
as  would  ultimately  render  that  possession  of  no  value  whatever 
to  hinu  Dear  then  as  it  vras  to  him,  and  justly  so  from  mo- 
tives of  a  very  pardonable  ambition,  he  was  compelled  to  alie- 
nate it,  and  that  for  such  price  as  the  government  of  the  tim^e 
thpught  fit  to  give  him.  He  therefore  supported  the  claim  of 
the  noble  duke,  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  of  com- 
pensation given  to  his  family,  from  the  intimidation  employ- 
ed, and  from  the  consideration  that  it  would  be  nngenerpus 
in  this  great  country  to  reap  the  immense  benefit  it  has  reaped 
froii  the  bargain,  and  refuse  further  compensation  out  of  a. 
part  of  that  gain.  Noble  lords  of  the  privy,  council,  who 
heard  him»  knew  he  stated  the  matter  in  its  true  light,  and  to 
them  he  felt  himself  bold  to  appeal. 

Lfrd  Elknborough  rose  to  express  his  absolute  disapproba- 
tion of  the  parliamentary  jH-oceedings  on  the  claims  of  the 
noble  (Wke*  He  was  surprised  at  the  appeal  made  by  the 
noble  earU  For  hin^elf,  he  would  answer  as  a  man  and  a. 
gentl^m^n,  that  lie  knew  nothing  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
privy  council  on  the, subject,  after  a  certain  period,  when  one 
pf  the  reports  then  on  their  lordships'  table  was  made  by  the 
boardff  He  woi^ld  answer  to  the  same  eQ^ct  for  another  law 
officer  (the  Master  of  the  Rolls),  of  as  great  integrity,  and 
high  legal  knowledge  and  talent  as  any  man.  Neither  that 
distinguished  character,  nor  himself,  were  summoned  to  the 
privy  council  on  the  subject,  after  the  period  he  had  alluded 
to  J  and  he  would  declare,  he  was  as  ignorant  of  the  motives 
ihey^ proceeded  on  as  the  most  perfect  stranger  could  be;  It 
had  been  thought  by'some  ifiJecent  to  call  this  claim  a  job  5 
Jaie  would  say,  if  the  house  will  proceed  with  the  precipitancy 
which  seems  to  be  threatened,  they  would  commit  as  gross  . 
and  disgraceful  an  act  as  ever  marked  the  worjt  of  times.  A 
moment  before  he  is  called  upon  to  consent  to  that  stage  of 
the  bill  in  which  it  is  his  duty  to  oppose  the  principle,  irhe 
thinks  that  wrong,  a  huge  folio  volume  is  put  into  his  hands, 
so  reeking  from  the  press,  that  it  is  with  danger  to  his  health 
he  cs^n  hold  it  to  read  it  through.  Could  this  conduct  be  re- 
conciled  to  the  character  their  lordships  wish  to  possess*? 
W^d  their  lordships  go  tp  their  respective  homes,  and  meet 

4  J3  2  -^       the 
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Ac  people  with  such  a  recent  Stain  upon  them?  He  would* 
conjure  the  house  to  preserve  all  that  is  left  of  parliamentary  * 
character.  He  would  intreat  them  to  reflect  before  they 
rushecl  Into  this  enormously  harsh  condu/ct.  He  would  pro- 
pot;e,  as  a  measure  that  might  be  given  to  candour,  that  % 
little  delay  should  be  granted,  that  he  might  acquire  some 
knowledge  of  those  documenis  on  which  the  government 
have  proceeded.  He  would  sit  down,  to  give  oppoortunity 
for  a  concession  which  he  eagerly  desired  fpr^thc  sake  of  the 
country,,  and  of  their  lordships'  reputation. 

His  lordship  then  sat  down  for  a  short  time;  fund  no  lord 
rising  to  notice  that  proposition,  he  rose  again,  and  said— Ho 
must  then  understand  that  they  were  to  go  on  at  any  price  of 
hazard.  Tlie  noble  friends  of  the  bill  depended  on  their 
number,  and  on  the  weakness  of  'his  opposition.  He  wouW| 
however,  discharge  his  duty,  and  declare  his  opinion  of  the 
bill  itself.  It  contained,  and  was  founded  on  propositions 
unirue  in  f^^ct  and  in  law.  The  very  first  was,  that  ifyc  for-r 
mer  right  of  the  Duke  pf  Athol  in  the  Isle  of  Man  was  a  so- 
vereignty. It  was  a  lordship,  it  was  a  dominions  but  no 
lawyer,  no  historian,  had  ever  named  it  a  sovereignty*  Every 
writer  has  laid  down,  that  no  country  constitutes  a  sovere^- 
ty,  which  doe?  not  legislate  for  itself,  and  exercise  all  supreme 
authority  within  itself.  The  privileges  and  rights  ol  the 
duke  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  were  held  by  peUif  serjeantry.  Ccm 
tain  rights  of  dominion  may  be  held  by  subjects,  by  grants, 
pn  certain  tenures.  It  might  as  well  be  argued  that  the 
Archbishop  of  York  holds  the  supremacy,  in  nil  church,  be- 
cause he  holJs  certain  powers,  as  to  call  the  pow^  of  the  Isle 
pf  Man  a  sovereignty.  Yet  the  bill  tluee  tina^  rq>Cj^ts  this 
untrue  assertion — 

"  Like  a  tall  hully— '* 

He  would  not  finish  the  ^ntence  in  ks  own  words;  but 
ievcry  inan  saw  the  epithet  th^  woidd  apply  to  the  conduct  of  • 
the  bill.     Much  stress  is  UiU  on  the  circumstance^  that  acts 
pf  parliament  have  no  fprcc  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  unless  spe- 
cially mentioned.     But  (;he  consequeticc  of  sovereignty  in  thc" 
""island  does  not  follow  from  that.    An  island  may  be  subject 
and  be  a  dcpcndencyj  without  being  inchided  by  the  ordi*  • 
nary  words  of  an  act,  legislating  only  for  that  which  is  within  • 
the  imm'[:diatc  realm      It  was  nothing  but  puerility  and  ab* 
surdity,  to  construe  acta  a^they  have  been  done  in  behalf  of 
fhis  clii!  lu     He  wished  to  be,  and  he  believed  he  generally 
w^j  orderly  in  his  expressions.    But,  he  could  find  no  words 
*     '  "         •  but 
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but  such  as  he  had  used,  to  convey  the  contempt  he  h^d  for 
the  reasoning'  used  tb  induce  their  lordships  to  give  away  a 
large  sum  of  the  people's  money.  Every  one  of  their  lord- 
ships knew  how  severely  the  taxes  lay  on  the  people,  yet  how 
cJiecrfuUy  <hey  were  borne;  and  he  could  not,  is  a  man, 
throw  away  the  right  of  examining  into  the  propriety,  the 
reasons  for  granting  the  sum  now  demanded.  The  govern- 
ment, in  making  the  bargain  for  the  public,  with  the  noble 
duke's  predecessor,  had  not  acted  as  the  house  is  now  called 
On  to  act.  The  person  then  at  the  head  of  it  (Mr.  G.  Gren- 
viUe)  was  not  of  a  disposition  to  do  so ;  and  he  wished  to 
God  that  minister  could  have  transmitted,  with  his  robe  of 
office,  to  his  successors,  some  of  that  integrity,  that  care  of 
the  public  purse,  that  good  faith  with  the  people,  which  dis^ 
ttnguished  him,  and  which  saved  the  revenues  of  the  state 
from  depredation.  But  though  that  statesman  guarded  the  . 
public  purse,  he  did  no  wrong  to  the  individual  interested  in 
this  t9Sfy  It  wafi  falsely  asserted  either  that  the  noble  duke^s 
ancestor  was  comp':;lled  to  alienate  his  rights  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  or  that  he  did  not  receive  full  compensation.  He  knew 
the  ultimatum  that  the  minister  wiould  give  before  he  went 
to  treat,  and  he  only  negotiated  to  arrive  at  that.  By  what 
means  he  came  at  that  knowledge  so  important  to  him,  might 
be  imagined ;  but  he  would  not  then  attempt  to  develops 
them.  The  fact,  however,  was,  that  the  noble  possessor  of 
the  rights  so  displayed  as  they  have  been,  might  -have  declined 
further  treaty  after  he  had  known  the  ttltifhatum  of  the  mi*' 
nister.  But  the  ease  was  the  exact  reverse  of  what  is  stated. 
The  surplQS  rcvpnue  of  the  duke's  rights  in  the  island,  after 
paying  all  expences^  did  not  exceed  800I.  per  annum.  Let-the 
whole  account  be  stated  between  |;he  noble  duke's  family  and 
the  public,  if  the .  house  mtist  be  pressed  on  in  this  course, 
;^nd  then  it  would  be  found  that  the  bargain  has  been  a  clear 
advantage  to  the  family  of  ioo;odol.  The  only  advantage  to 
the  public  u^as  the  checking  df  the  fromraband  trade.  He 
would  acknowledge  the  advantage  in  their  name.  But  be 
would  ask,  is  not  the  £imily  well  paid  by  the  public,  for  rights 
of*  small  value  to  the  family,  though  of  benefit  to  the  publicj 
perhaps  adequate  to  the  purchase  money  i  .  He  again  be- 
sought their  lordships  to  pursue  this  harsh  measure  no  far- 
ther. He  would  even  beseech  the  friends  of  the  bill  not  to 
turn  their  lordships  aside  from  doing  their  parliamentary 
du^y  in  the  gross  maimer  pow  attempted*  The  people  of 
"      .  this 
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tbU  country  have  a  moral  sense,  and  can  strongly  fed  an  in- 
4ecent  injury.  Their  lordships  could  not  go  to  their  homes 
with  the  exultation  of  foreign  triumj>hs,)  they  had  added  no* 
thing  to  the  ancient  name  and  glory  of  the  country;  he 
Warned  no  one  for  this ;  perhaps  no  prudence  could  have  pr©- 
yented  it  *,  but  it  was  an  awJful  state,  and  they  ought  to  in- 
qilire  how  they  would  meet  it.  They  might,  at  leasf,  return 
with  unviolated  faith,  with  some  stkesman^like  qualities,  and 
with  the  poor  and  humble  praise  of  being  honest  mau 
They  would  not  emulate  sailors,  who»  instead  of  conveying 
the  ship  safe  through  a  storm,  seize  on  the  occasion  to  break 
fl;>en  and  rob  the  chest.  If  the  country  had  the  faculty  of 
irenoyating  under  X the  beaks  of  vultures,  that  would  be  some- 
thing J  but  let  them  be  convinced  that  it  is  so,  before  they 
give  up  their  sacred  trust.  Perhaps  the  vengeance  of  heaven 
hangs  over  the  nation  !  Let;their  lordships  prepare  to  meet 
it  with  some  mitigation  of  the  evil,  by  returning  to  the  prac- 
tice of  honest  times  I  This,  if  it  do  not  avert  misfortunei 
will  enable  them  to  bear  it  with  fortitude.  • 

XW  Harrtnvby  contended,  that  the  doaimcBts  on  the 
table  estaWished  the  claim,jof  the  Duke  of  Athol  to  additional 
compensation.  It  was  dear  from  the  statements  of  the  rcv^ 
pues  of  the  island,  that  since  the  original  agreement,  a  very 
considerablc^ugmcntation  had  taken  place,  and  as  the  pttbli< 
enjoypd  the  advantages  of  that  augmentation,  it  was  but  com** 
DK>n  justice  that  the  duke  should  obtain  some  share  of  the  in* 
crease  of  the  resources  of  his  hereditary  possessions.  It  wa$ 
liot,  he  asserted,  in  the  view  of  the  ministry  which  formed 
fhc  agreement,  that  it  should  be  final.  It  was  carried  to  a 
certain  extent,  leaving  the  question  of  any  fhtore  addition  to 
%z  determined  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  when  such 
;an  addition  was  required.  To  refuse  then  now  to  listen  to 
the  duke's  claims  when  theirtcrease  was  universally  admitted^ 
^as  what  would  be  unfair  betwixt  individuals,  and  still  more 
$0  betwixt  an  individual  and  a  powerful  government.  He 
insisted  also,  that  too  grieat  a  degree  of  precipitation  was  used 
^n  framing  the  original  agreement,  and  maintained  that  it 
would  be  extraordinary  indeed  that  no  other  opportunity 
fhould  be  giyen  for  revising  an  act  of  the  l^slature.  Whai 
was  asked,  was  what  not  only  generosity  but  common  justice 
required ;  and  he  was  confident  that  however  anxious  the 
public  were  for  economy  in  the  Expenditure  of  the  national 
^asureS|  they  would  not  express  any  idissatisfi^ction  at  an  act 
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iriiich  mefdy  gave  aa  isdividml  a  ceitain  competisMi^m  for 
advantages  cf  which  they  were  in  possession.    He  on  thia,- 
conviction  gave  his  hearty  assent  to  the  bill. 

The  Marquis  $f  Budnngham  opposed  the  measure  strenni- 
oosly,  as  resting  on  no  parliamentary  grounds.'  Their  lord^ 
ships  were  call^  on  to  pass  a  bill  of  this  description  without 
even  a  shadow  of  the  evidence  of  its  justice  or  necessity. 
'Sbere  was  indeed  a  voluminous  body  of  evidence  and  infor- 
xnafiioa  on  the  table^  but  with  a  degree  of  precipitation  almost 
unexampled^  the  bill  was  attempted  to  be  hurried  through  par^  * 
liamenc,  and  not  even  the  slightest  opportunity  was.  to  be 
givc&  to  determine  what  inference  that  evidence  ^nd  infof- 
macion  fairly  warraztted.  He  conjured  their  lordships^  there* 
fbre^  from  rerard  to  the  dignity  and  the  consistency  of  thei^ 
proceedings,  from  respect  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution^ 
from  a  wish  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  people,  not  to 
^oSkx  such  a  grant  of  the  public  money  to  take  place  at  so  lat« 
a  period  oi  the  session,  without  all  means  of  forming  a  cor*« 
rect  idea  whether  the  grant  was  what  justice  to  an  individual 
lequired.  Jealousy  in  the  distribution  of  the  public  moneys 
at  all  times  requi^te,  was  rendered  peculiarly  necessary  from 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  country  was  placed.  If  the 
public  were  willing  to  make  great  sacrifices,  they  at  least  Lad 
%  right  to  expect  that  what  was  cheerfully  granted,  should  be 
applied  only  to  purposes  of  national  advantage.  He  impress*  , 
ed  on  their  lordships  this  consideration,  that  a  very  unfavour*- 
able  impression  would  be  made,  when  it  went  abroad  to  the 
public,  that  a  grant  of  the  public  money  was  made  indepen^ 
dent  of  all  proof  of  its  necessity,  nay,  even  when  the  infocma- 
tion  moved  far  was  hardly  laid  on  their  lordships*  table,  and 
could  not  possibly  be  examined.  He  surely  needed  not  ta 
say  any  thing  stronger  than  this,  that  several  of  the  most  im^ 
portant  papers  had  not  been  two  hours  produced,  and  if  the 
same  "precipitation  was  persevered  in,  the  bill  might  have  rc* 
ceived  the  royal  assent  before  their  lordships  could  have  pe^- 
rused  the  one  half  of  the  documents  intended  to  prove  its 
justice  or  necessity.  Having  placed  this  idea  in  a  foreiblt 
light,  the  noble  marquis  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  character 
of  the  person  at  the  head  of  affairs  when  tlie  original  agree^ 
ment  with  the  Duke  of  Athol  took  place.  He  repelled  all 
the  attacks  made  against  the  proceedings  of  one  whose  me^ 
rhory  was  naturally  so  dear  to  his  heart,  and  denied  that  he 
ever  exhibited,  in  any  part  of  the  transaction,  either  violence 
or  precipitation.     Nearly  two  years,  on  the  contrary,  had 
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been  employed  in  investigations  into  the  subject  prtnous  to 
the  agreement}  wbich  the  famify  of  the  noble  duke  whose 
ckums  were  now  so  strongly  urged  then  held  to  be  perfectly 
Satisfactory.  This  the  notAe  marqub  confirmedi  by  reference 
to  papers  on  the  table^  and  others  to  which  he  had  opportimi- 
ties  of  aceess,  which  their  lordships  in  general  did  not  pos* 
sess.  As  he  was  convinced  that  the  original  compenss^km 
was  regarded  as  final  at  the  time^  so  was  he  equally  convinced 
that  no  case  for  further  compensation  had  been  esuUishcd. 
The  increase  of  revenue  was  no  argumeht  for  the  passiag  of 
the  bill.  If  "such  arguments  were  suimitted^  there  was  an  cud 
to  all  agreements,  either  betwixt  individuals,  or  betwixt  indi<* 
Vidtials  and  the  government  of  the  country.  He  concluded 
by  declaring  that  he  should  vote  against  the  bill,  as  sanction* 
ing  a  very  unwarrantable  application  of  the  public  money. 
'  The  Earl  of  Carlifi^  contended  that  the  baigain  was  a 
compuliive  one,  and  that  the  contracting  parties  had  not 
ftarted  from  the  fame  place,  and  confequenlly  could  not 
have  flood  on  the  fame  grounds.  The  queftion  was  be* 
iween  a  mighty  empire,  and  .an  individual,  and  it  was 
becoming  the  Icgiilature  to  revife  and  refcind  its  fbrmec 
ad,  if  the  compenfation  under  it  was,  as  be  maintained  it 
was,  inadequate  for  the  rights  purchafed.  It  had  been  faid 
that  the  houfe  had  no  information  before  it  to  warrant  the 
pafling.of  tlie  bill.  But  bad  not  the  other  houfe  of  parlis- 
ment  made  fufficient  inquiries  on  the  fubjedt  and  fent  ap 
the  bill  to  them  founded  on  their  examinations,  which  muft 
have  appeared  to  them  fully  fufficient  to  juflify  it  ?  On  Ibefe 
grounds  he  Ihould  vote  for  the  meafure. 
'  Lard  S'limouth  tliought  he  fliould  violate-  bis  duty  as  a 
■member  of  that^houfe,  as  a  member  of  the  Brkifti  people* 
V  he  did  not  proteft  againd  the  paflinj^  of  the  bill,  and  the 
^mode  in  which  it  had  been  brought  forward.  It  had  been 
ftated  that  the  other  houfe  of  parliament  had  made  every 
■neteflary  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  this  meafure  before 
they  bad  (em  it  to  this  houfe.  He  had  no  doubt  that  they 
had,  and  though  h^  had  come  to  this  houfe  with  every  feel- 
ing of  refpcft  for  the  privileges  of  the  other  houfe,  he  knew 
what  was  due  to  the  colleftive  wifdom  of  parliament,  and 
to  their  lordlhips.  They  ihould  not  take  it  for  granted  that 
inquiries  had  been  made  in  the  other  houfe,  but  ought  toia- 
fiitute  inquiries  themfelves  upon  grave  and  ferious  meafures. 
It  appeared  by  the  votes  of  the  other  houfe,  that  the  bill 
had  been  three  months  in  that  houfe  before  they  alked  their 
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}<M^ihip8'  concurrence  in  it.  Three  days  had  fcareelr ehpfed 
fioce  it  was  placed  on  their  lordAiips'  table*  and  ret  thej 
were  called  on  to  lanftion  the  principle,  without  time  to 
cmmide  a  (ingie  leaf  of  the  voluminous  evidence,'  aiid^er 
they  had  admitted  the  neceffitf  of  information*  But  if  the 
ImII  was  to  'pafs  in  the  mannev  psopofed,  it  would  receive 
the  royal  aflent  before  the  order  for  its  being  printed  couM 
be  complied  with.  He  averred^  that  from  ail  die  inibrma* 
tion  lie  had  the  oppiortunity  of  coUefUng*  the  irafreffionofi 
bis  mind  was  unalterably  and  irrevocably  that  the  hopes  of . 
tkit  Duke  of  Athol  muft  be  difappointed.  It  «^s  painful 
to  have  been  obiiged  to  adopt  fucfa  an  opinion,  but  he  felt 
it  a  du^r  to  the  public,  which' required  it.  When,  in  1802# 
the  noUe  duke  memorialised  his  majefly  on  the  fubjefty 
his  nuajefty  referred  the  memorial  to  the  privy  council,  and 
they  to  the  kw  officers  of  the  crown,  perfons  as  aUc  and 
eminent  as  any  that  had  ever  flied  the  offices  they  held ; 
and  they  reported,  that  they  found  na  gnonnd  fur  conceive 
ing  that  the  compenTation  had  been  inadequate.  *  Another 
memorial  was  then  received  from  the  Duke  of  Atboi,  and 
the  privy  council  came  to  an  unanimous,  though  refajAant 
dectfion,  which  they  reported  to  his  majefty,  that  there 
Vrab  no  ground,  for  coniideriog  the  eompenfation  inadequate. 
Afterwards  the  nobte  duke,  prefeiiled  a  third  meinorial» 
which  he  fiated  to  xoatain  new^  laAs.  A  chdnge  of  Bd^ 
miniftration  fbcceeded^  and  the  privy  couneil,  on  thislhird 
laeinorial,  came  to  a  determination^  that,  confidering  the 
amount  of  the  revenue^  no,DOOt.  appeared  to  them  an  in- 
adequate compenfation*  He  could  not  fee  on  what  ground 
the  conpcafatiiMi  could  be  coriiidered  grolsly  inadequate, 
tfaoi^h  be  waa  lure  the  privy  council  formed  its  opinion  moft 
t»nfoientioil(ly  :  it  was  for  tke  Duke  of  Athol  to  (hewi  that 
the  campenfatkm bad  been  groTsly  inadequate.  The  opinioni 
of  tfaeattornejrand  folidtorgoneyal  ftatcd,  that  after  paying 
at  the  rate  of  3a  ^eavs  purchafe  for  the  income,  there  waa 
a  film  of  ie,000ii  for  tlie  rights  of  ^feigncry  ^nd  royalties. 
Was  that  fam  inadcqbstc  for  fuoh  rights,  fo  unprofitable  in 
«  pecuniary  vicw^  I'he  augmentation  of  the  revenues  of 
t^  iiknd  had  aiifen  from  addttional  duties,  and  n6t  from 
iflsprovement.  The  appeal  to  their  generofity  would  find 
advocates  m  their  kNrdftips*  bofums.  He  was  alive  to  tholb 
feelings  of  generofity,  but  he  could  not  indulge  them  by  a 

£ant  of  the  public  money,  nnleft  the  claim  to  ^eroficy 
oold  alfo  be  founded  in  juftice.  If  their  Jordflnps  veiff  tp 
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fanAion  this  precedent^  il  would  lead  to  iimilar  applications 
on  the  part  of  pcrfons  who  had  entered  into  contrads  with 
government.  The  noble  lord  here  adverted  to  the  con<« 
traAs  with  one  noble  duke  For  a  pecuniary  eompenfiftion  in 
lieil  of  duties  on  coats  imported  into  London,  and  with 
another  ifobie  duke  in  lieu  of  duties- on-  wines  impoited  into 
London,  as  inftances in  which,  on. the  fame  grounds,  appli- 
cations might  be  made  to  the  iegtiliturr.  On  all  theie 
grounds,  therefore,  he  trufted  the  houfe  wouid  negative  the 
bilL 

£arl  Suffolk  corroborated  the  ftateroents  of  the  noble 
^fcount  who  had  juft  fat  down,  and  of  the  noble  and  teamed 
lord  who  had  fpoken  early^in  the  debate,  that  this  prcce* 
dent  wouJd  lead  to  iitiiilar  applications.  He  Ihould  himfelf 
.prefer  a*  claim  oiv  as  good  grounds ;  his  brother,  and  father, 
and  grandfather  had  been  killed  in  the  fervice  of  their  coud« 
try,,  and  he  had  himfelf  been  welt  nigh  killed  alfa  in  that 
fervice.  l^hey  had  a  property  of  fixty  thoufand  acres  of 
land  in  America,  which  was  lofi  to  them  by  the  American 
war.  This  property  was  worth  two  bundled  thoufand 
pounds,  and  yet  his  mother  and  fifter,  to  whom  that  property 
bad  been  left  by  his  brother,  bad  received  bim  2uoL  as  a 
tompenfation  for  it.  He  gave  notice  then;  that  if  this  bill 
Ihould  pafs,  be  fheuld,  when  he  might  have  friends  in  the 
adminiftratton,  bring  forward  his  claims  on  this  head.  He 
thought  the  no)^e  vifcount  defervcd  great  credit  for  the  man* 
ner  in  which  he  had  refitted  this  application,  and  he  was 
lure  the  country  did  and  would  think  as  he  did  on  the  fubjed, 
Lwd  Mulgravt  contended,  that  thefiift  fct  of  lawyers  to 
whom  the  claims  had  been  fubmitted,  had  givea  no  deciiive 
anfwerr  otvly  that  thef  faw  no  reafon  to  think  that  the  com* 
penfation^  had  been  inadequate,  but  that  the  next  fet  had 
pofitively  giverr  their  opinion  that  it  was  inadequate.  He 
allowed  the  minifter  who  concluded  the  bargain,  every 
credit  for  his  attention^o  the  interest  of  the  public,  but  con- 
tended^  that  the  parties  had  been  driven  into  the  bargain 
against  their  inclination.  The  noble  viscount  had  expr^sed 
an  apprehension,  that  if  this  claim  were  to  be  allowed,  it 
would  lead  to  the  opening  of  other  contracts.  But  these  con- 
tracts had  been  made  on  a  calculation  of  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence,  which  had  been  compensated,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  opened  again ;  whereas,  the  contract  under  considera- 
tion had  been  for  rights  of  seignory,  which  could  not  have 
^en  so  estimated  according  to  their  full  v^ue  \  and  here  he 
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could  not  but  lament  the  harsh  language  that  had  been  used 
by  a  noble  and  levncd  lord  who  had  opened -the  debate,  lan- 
guage that  had  not  been  provoked  by  any  warmth  qS  ante- 
cedent discussion.  He  thought  it  little  consistent  with  the 
situation  of  th^t  noUe  lord,  or  with  the  dignity  of  the  housejt 
'  to  use  that  rude  and  boisterous  language^.  Here  the  noble 
lord  was  called  to  order  by 

Lord  Ellenb^rougk^  who  insisted  that  the  language  in 
which  he  had  expressed  his  sentiments,  had  neither  been  rude 
^or  boisterous,  but  such  as  dignity  and  a  manly  avowal  of  bis 
•pinion  warranted. 

Lord  Mulgrave  p/rocecdcd.  If  such  had  been  the  language 
of  the  noble  lord,  if  he  had  established  his  position  by  mode- 
ration, by  argument  and  sound  reason,  he  should  have  bowed 
to  his  opinion,  and  the  weight  of  his  talents  and  authority. 
But  the  language  which  that  noble  lord  had  used  was  such. 
9S  would  have  suited  a  demagogue  in  Palace-Yard ;  a  man 
who  wished  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  populace.  To  dwelt 
upon  the  pressure  of  taxes,  the  difficulties  of  the  country, 
and  the  want  of  icontinental  co-operation,  were  topics  whicji 
might  be  fit  to  urge  to  a  popular  assembly,  t)ut  were  ill  suited 
to  the  dignity  of  that  house,  or  to  the  character,  office,  and 
station,  of  the  noble  lord.  He  had  every  respect  for  that 
noble  lord's  official  situation,  and  for  his  talents,  but  he  felt 
it  due  to  the  house,  to  the  country,  and  to  the  bench  to  ex- 
press the  indignation  he  felt,  at  hearing  any  .noble  lord  stig- 
matise as  a  job  any  measure,  before  the  merits  of  it  had  been 
discussed.  He  was  sorry  for  the  necessity  of  being  thus  per- 
sonal, but  be  had  the  honour  to  hold  in  conjunction  with 
others  a  high  and  responsible  sltuaticm,  aad  he  felt  it  due  to 
them  and  to  himsdf,  to  repel  the  imputation,  and  to  express 
that  indignation  which  any  honest  man  must  feel  at  so  un- 
founded a  charge.  He  had  said  thus  much  to^«et  himself  right 
with  the  house  as  to  his  motives  in  voting  for  the  measure. 

Lord  Ellenborough  explained.  If  any  thing  perfonal  had 
£illen  from  him*  be  (hould  have  perhaps  merited  the  attack 
that  had  been  made  upon  him.  His  obfervations  had  been 
addrelTed  to  things,  not  to  men.  Without  intending  any 
difrefpe£l  to  any  noble  lord,  he  might  ftate  his  opinion  of  a 
tranfaAion  under  their  iordfhips  coniideration  candidly,  and 
he  (hould  change  altogether  his  opinions  of  moral  principles 
before  he  could,  with  a  view  to  the  jullice  of  the  cafe,  con- 
^der  this  in  any  other  light  than  he  had  defcribed  it. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  detailed,  though  briefly,  the  jcircuoi- 

4  C  j2  ftances 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


iM  THE  MlttfAMBirrAllY  RtGl^rTER.  [LonDf, 

ftaBces  iiiider  which,  in  his  variout  official  fituations,  be  bad 
Gonfidered  the  merits  of  this  cafe.  In  every  way  that  he 
bad  cdnfidered  the  queftion,  it  ail  came  ta  this  (and  in 
iiating  this  opinion,  he  ihould  degregate  himfelf  from  anv 
man,  or  any  fet  of  men,  as  he  fliould  if  delivering  his 
opinion  in  chancery),  that  fitting  there  as  a  legiflator  and  a 
judge,  be  could  find  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  Ibew  that 
the  compenfation  granted  iii  1765  was  inadequate  in  1805. 
If  thev  ihould  go  beyond  jufliee  for  the  Dulce  of  Athol,  they 
would  be  call^  on  to  do  the  fame  for  others ;  and  granting 
this  claim,  it  would  be  impoiTible  to  refill  future  ones.  He 
liad  concurred  elfewhere,  in  difcharging  his  duty  under  a 
folemn  obligation,  in  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  and  foKcitOf 
general.  Thcj  had  nothing  before  them  but  the  evidence 
on  which  the  privy  council  decided  againft  the  claims  of  the 
Duke  of  Alhol,  together  with  the  fupplementary  (latement 
of  his  grace  and  the  refolutions  of  the  privy  council  thereon* 
This  was  not  fufficient  to  prove  the  compenfation  inadequate* 
They  had  demanded  information  from  the  other  hoofe,  and 
their  lordfhtps  knew  the  refult.  He  did  not  call  on  any 
noble  lord  to  adopt  his  opinion  ;  he  was  anxious  only  to 
difcharge  his  individual  duty,  and  to  ilate  on  thefe  groundi 
his  opinion  refpeding  the  meafure. 

Lord  Hawkejbury  had  never  attended  the  privy  council 
when  this  fubjeft  had  been  under  coafideration.  Whatever 
his  condud  nnight  be  he  could  not  be  chained  with  partiality 
to  the  Duke  of  Athol.  The  fitaation  which  he  filled  for 
the  'laft  year  called  bis  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
quef^ion.  He  came  therefore  to  the  confidbralion  of  the 
claim  with  an  unbiafled  and  impartial  mind.  The  noble 
lord  then  took  a  brief  view  of  the  cafe,  ia  order  to  eflabitih 
the  opinion  he  entertained,  that  the  bargain  bad  been  forced 
upon  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Athol,  and  that  the  com- 
penfation had  not  been  adequate.  The  noble  lord  coOi- 
eluded  by  voting  for  the  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  thought  that  as  the  annuity  wad 
confidered  part  of  the  couipeautioo,  no  claim  for  farther 
compenfation  iliould  be  made  till  the  annuity  ceafed. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  when  the  houfe  divided  mt 
the  queftioo  for  the  iecond  reading—- 

Contents  Sb.      NoUConteaU  il.      Majority  24. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

And  on  the  motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  the 
petition  from  the  agents  of  the  houfe  of  keys  was  referred 
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to  the  fame  committee,  and  the  counfel  for  the  petttioMft 
ordered  to  be  called  ia  the  next  day;  to  ftate  the  groondl 
on  which  they  alleged  th^  they  were  interefted  in  the 
quedion.' 

Lord  Elleoborough  aifo  exprefled  a  wifli  to  have  an  ex* 
traA  from  the  deed  of  reftrt^ion  between  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs,  referred  to  in  the  bill,  laid  on  the  table. 

TR0TT£R*S    INDEMNITY   BILL. 

On  the  fecond  readiag  of  Mr.  Trotter's  indemnity,  billi  • 
The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  and  ftated,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention,  at  the  prefent  late  hour,  to  trouble 
the  houfe  with  his  obfervations  oh  this  bill.  He  faeg;ed  it 
to  be  underftood,  however^  that  his  not  doing  fo  that  night 
ihould  not  be  underftood  to  preclude  him  from  the  oppor^ 
tunity  of  exprefling  his fentiments  on  it  the  next  day.  .In  his 
opinion,  a  more  important  bill^  or  .one  mori  peeoliarly  de* 
ferving  the  attention  of  that  houfe*  had  riot  appeared  fok 
the  laft  half  century.  Adjourned  at  one  o'clock  in  ihd 
morning. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDATi  JOLT  8. 

J  The  teport  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  the 
fietitions  of  certain  perfons  who  attended  as  witnefles  at  iht 
committee  upon  the  laft  Middlefex  <:ledion,  purfuantto  the 
Ibmmons  from  the  agenfs  of  Mr.  Mainwaring,  and  wh6 
prayed  a  compenfation  for  their  attendance,  ict.  was  takeif 
mto  codfideration.  Tlie  refolutions  of  the  committee,  whith 
were  read  and  agreed  to,  order  the  fom  of  20S.  per  day  to 
be  paid  to  John  Frofti  Efq.  and  ceitain  other  perfobs,  for 
nine  days'  attendance  ;  lind  that  10s.  per  day,  for  the  fame 
^riod,  be  paid  to  James  Mafon,  and  certain  other  per-' 
fonss  and  that  fuch  payments  be  made  by  Ocorge  Boultorf 
Mainwaring,  Efq. 

Mr.  Ormfby  moved  that  eftlmates  fhou!d  be  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  the  fum4  neceflary  to  be  pforided  for  the  pay- 
nuttkt  of  the  tofpeftors  and  comptrollers  of  the  lottery  m 
Ireiandi  for  one  year,  ending  the  5th  of  Odober,  1805. 
Alfo  for  the  falaries  of  the  commiifioners,  cferks,  &c.  of 
the  l>atter.  Alfo  of  the  fuftr,  &c.  neceflary  for  the  com- 
miflionerS  for  granting  ikenfes,  &c.  in  Ireland.  Thofe 
eftifdates  w^re  ordered,  and  imme<Kately  afterwards  pre- 
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Ycpted  at  the  bar  by  a  perfon  from  the  ofike  of  the  chief 
fecretary  for  Ireland. 

A  clerk  from  the  (lamp  office  prefented  an  account  of  the 
balances'in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  general  of  (lamp  duties. 

A  meflage  from  the  lords  announced  their  fordfhips'  aflent 
to  the  Leith  port  improvement  bill,  the  Dublin  baking  trad^ 
regulation  bill,  the  Englifh  and  Scotch  difiilitry  bill,  the 
commi(Tioners  of  public  accompts  bill,-  the  Spanifh  red 
wine  bill,  the  Irifh  infirlnary  bill,  the  flraw  hat  duty  bill, 
the  Dublin  paving  bill,  and  the  pilchard  bounty  bill. 

AfR«   TODD   JOSBS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hawthorne,  leave  was  given  tliat 
Mr.  Wickham  (hould,  in  confequence  of  indifpolition,  be 
permitted  to  fpeak  fitting. 

Mr.  Wickham  accordingly  addressed  the  house.  The  hon. 
member,  adverting  to  a  petition  on  the  table  from  Wm.  Todd 
Jenes,  expressed  his  regret  that  this  petition  had  not  been  pre- 
sented at, an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  or  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  presented  it  had  not  given  him  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  bring  the^subject  before  the  house  ;  because,  in  that 
case,  he  would  have  been  enabled  have  such  a  case  laid  before 
the  house  as  would  have  fully  vindicated  his  conduct,  and  that 
of  the  Irish  government,  with  respect  to  the  charge  which  the 
statement  of  the  petitioner  conveyed.  But  he  was  now,  finom 
tlie  lateness  of  the  session,  placed  in  this  dilemma,  that  he 
must  either  make  an  imperfect  defence  for  himself  and  the  gcv 
Ternment  with  which  he  had  been  connected,  or  bring  forward 
circumstances  which  it  would  not  be  fair  towards  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  petitioner  to  mention,  as  he  had  not  the  imme- 
diate opportunity  of  rq>lying  to  them.  At  the  time  when 
a  right  hon.  gentleman,  not  then  in  his  place,  (Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald) gave  notice  of  a  motion  with  regard  to  the  several  per- 
sons arrested,  and  in  custody  in  Ireland,  under  the  suspension 
of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  he  did  promise  himself  that  such  a 
motion  would  liave  afforded  hhn  an  opportunity  to  exculpate 
the-govemment  of  Irdandfrom  the  several  charges  which  had 
been  loosely  thrownx  out  against  it.  He  naturally  expected  and 
wished  .that  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
have  led  to  inquiry,  because  upon  such  inquiry  he  had  not 
the  least  doubt  that  the  result  would  have  been  a  full  acquit- 
tal of  the  accused  j  nay  more,  a  conclusive  evidence  of  their 
title  to  public  praise.  After  some  farther  prefatory  rbnpj-ks 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to  detail  thecircuoistances 

connected 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lotT  8J  TODD  JONES.  59» 

connected  with, the  arrest  and  detention  of  Mr.  Jones*  For 
some  time  after  his  arrest>  which  the  Irish  government  was  in« 
dnced  to  order  upon  information,  the' particulars  of  which  he 
could  nowj  for  the  reason  already  stated,  with  any  propriety 
describe,  but  which  were  quite  satisfactory  to  their  minds  as  to 
the  necessity  of  the  measure,  Mr.  Jones  remained  in  prison 
without  any  particular  inquiry  having  been  instituted  into  his 
case.     As  sochi,  however,  as  the  trials,  which  followed  the  in- 
surrection of  1 803,  and  which  so  much  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Irish  government,  had  terminated,  an  inquiry  into  the 
case  of  Mr.  Jones  took  place.    The  three  allegations  in  the 
petition  which  he  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  were,  firsts 
the  arrest  of  the  petitioner ;  secondly,  his  being  detained  in 
prison  after,  as  he  states,  the  government  had  pronounced  him. 
innocent ;  and,  thirdly,  the  harshness  with  which  he  war 
treated.    Now,  as  to  the  first  point,  the  right  hbn.  gentleman 
said,  that  he  had  ah'eady  stated  the  impossitnlity  of  giving  a' 
full  explanation  to  the  house  without  acting  un&irly  towards 
the  character  of  the  petitioner.     But  as  to  the  second  point, 
inquiry  being  made,  it  was  found  that,  although  the.  conduct 
of  Mr.  Jones  was  such  as  justified  the  strongest  suspicion,  and 
would  have  warranted  government  in  arresting  any  man  ;  stili 
he  being  a  man  of  warm  temper,  and  likely  to  use  express 
stons»  and  indicate  designs  which  he  did  not  deliberately  mean, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  government  thatv  indulgence  might  be 
safely  extended  to  him.    In  ccmsequence  of  this  opinion  it 
was  intimated  to  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability,  at 
the  Irish  bar  (Mr.  Saurin),  who  interested  himself  for  the 
petitioner,  that  government  was  disposed  to  libesafte  him,  pro*- 
vided  he  would  quit  Ireland,  and  retire  to  his  residence  in  this 
country,  where  he  had  been  for  many  years  previous  to  his 
late  return  to  Ireland.    This  intimation  was  communicated  to 
the  petitioner ;  and  instead  of  replying  directly  to  it,  he  im- 
mediately applied  to  the  Irish  government,  asserting,  that  what 
proceeded  from  their  disposition  to  leniency  was  a  direct  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  total  innocence,  and  demanding  instan- 
taneous and  unconditional  liberation,  with  an  indemnity  for 
his  imprisonment.     With  that  demand  the  Irish  government 
would  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  complying ;  particular- 
ly because,  after  the  trial  of  the  rebds,  and  the  luUest  investi* 
gation  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  Jones,  hisxase  became  much 
more  serious  than  it  appeared  to  be  at  the  outset.     Willing, 
however,  to  act  with  every  possible  consistent  mildness,  his^ 
case  was  submitted  to  the  crown  lawyers,  accompanied  by  this 
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questioni  ^  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  liberate  Mr. 
Jones  ?"  and  their  unanimous  opinion  was  decidedly  in  the 
negative.  Still  more  to  ascertain  the  rectitude  of  their  con- 
4oct>  the  Irish  government  transmitted  the  case  of  Mr.  Jones 
to  bis  majesty's  ministers  in  thb  country,  requiring  their  ad- 
'Vice ;  and  their  answer  was,  that  under  all  the  circumstances 
k  wovU  be  extremely  ^inadvisable  to  allow  such  a  person  to 
be  at  large  ki  Ireland.  With  this  opinion  from  the  law  ofBcers 
in  Irriaad)  and  the  ministers  here,  the  Irish  government  fek 
tliit  they  would  havp  incurred  a  deep  responsibility  had  they 
compUcd  with  the  demand  of  the  petitioner  for  unconditional 
freedom.  But  aa  to  the  charge  of  severity  in  prison,  he  could 
astove  the  house  that  nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  dis- 
positicm  and  the  desire  of  the  Irish  government  than  the  wan- 
ton oppression  of  any  prisoner.  On  the  contrary,  immcdi>* 
aiely  on  the  arrest  of  the  petitioner  special  directions  were 
■«nt  to  the  general  commanding  the  district  in  which  he  was 
iflttprisoaedt  that  the  unfortunate  man  should  be  treated  with 
every  indulgence  that  was  consistent  with  the  safiecustody  of  his 
person.  Indeed  it  was  remarkable  that  to  none  of  the  gene- 
rals commanding  at  Coric,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  situation  of  the  prisoner,  did  the  petitioner  ever  make  any 
complaint  of-  harsh  treatment  |  and  he  was  surprised  to  see 
such  a  complaint  in  the  petition  on  the  table.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  stated  that  he  should  have  submitted  these  obser- 
vatioas  to  the  house  immediately  after  he  had  seen  the  peti- 
tion, had  he  not  been  prevented  by  ill  health,  and  he  was  sor- 
ry to  observe  that  an  hon.ofiicer  (General  Tarleton)  to  whom 
he  Goidd  refer  upon  this  subject,  was  not  in  his  place.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  conchid^  with  again  expressing  his  re- 
gi'et  that  this  business  should  have  been  brought  forward  so 
late  in  the  scstton,  his  wish  that  it  should  beMSy  investigated, 
and  his  confidence  diat  the  result  would  completely  justi^  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  government. 

.  Mr.  Wilberforce  rose ;  but  the  Speaker  observed  that,  aU 
though  the  house  might  dispense  with  a  positive  order  to  in- 
dulge a  member  whose  character  and  conduct  were  accused  to 
vindicate  himself  from  the  accusation,  yet  the  same  indulgemt 
cohU  not  be  extended  to  any  other  member  who  required  to 
he  heard  when  there  "wasr  uo  question  before  the  house. 
.  Mr.  WMnforce  had  only  one  observation  to  make,  and  that 
was  to  congratulate  the  house  upon  the  circumstance  of  the 
lighit  hon.  gentleman  having  come  forward  to  make  such  a 
ttatement.    The  scnsibiiity  which  the>  right  hon.  gentleman 
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had  manifested  upon  this  occasion^  was  highly  honourable  to 
him,  and  it  must  be  grateful  to  the  house  and  the  country  to 
perceive  that  an  important  public  officer  was  alive  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  replying  to  a  charge  so  serious  as  tlie  oppression  of 
a  British  subject. 

SIR  HOME  POPHAM. 

Sir  IK  Burroughs  stated  that  although  he  had  giVea  notice 
.of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  that  day  some  resolutions, 
the  object  of  which'  would  be  to  give  Sir  H.  Popham  the  full 
and  honourable  acquittal  which  he  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  his  conduct, 
although  it  was  desirable  at  once  and  compUtely  to  do  away 
the  foul  and  unwarrantable  aspersions  that  were  attempted 
to  be  cast^upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  this  gallant  o^- 
cer,  still  he  felt  it  proper,  with  leave  of  the  house,  to  withdraCw 
his  notice,  and  to  postpone  this  proceeding  till  the  next  ses- 
sion. This  postpon^ent  he  was  induced  to  think  necessary 
in  consequence  of  the  thinness  of  the  house  at  the  present 
period  i  and  from  a  desire  that  the  attendance  should  be  as 
full  as  possible  upon  the  subject,  in  order  that  the  result  should 
be  as  distinguished  and  honoiueable  as  justice  required,  and 
the  honourable  officer  whose  character  was  involved  had  a 
right  to  expect.  The  resolutions  which  he  meant  to  submit 
to  the  house  early  in  the  next 'session,  he  stated  to  be,  ist, 
thait  the  accusation  which  had  been  made  against  the  integrity 
and  honour  of  Sir  Home  P<^bam,  was  unjust  and  unfoun(£- 
ed,  and  utterly  unsupported  by  any  evidence  whatever :  and 
2d,  that  Sir  Home  Popham  had  conducted  himself,  during  his. 
.command  of  the  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea,  with  eminent 
ability,  integrity,  and  zeal,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  advance  the 
interest  of  the  public,  and  the  honour  of  the  service.  The 
hon.  gentleman  stated  that  he  thought  it  right  to  describe  thus 
zpinutely  the  resolutions  he  meant  to  submit,  in  order  that 
gentlemen  might  be  aware  of  his  purpose.  The  second  reso* 
lution  he  proposed  to  support  by  ^  variety  of  evidence^  and 
particularly  the  testimonials  receiv^  by  Sir  Home  Popham, 
ttom  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  and  General  fiaird.  The  hon, 
gentleman  was  proceeding,  but  was  interrupted  by 

The  Speaker,  who  stated  that  he  was  exceeding  the  limits 
usually  prescribed  to  members  in  giving  notice  of  a  motion. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORD  MELVILLE. 

Mr,  Whithread  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  tl^  further 

consideration  of  the  arti<dcs  of  impeachjiQent  ;igainst  Lord 

Vol.  III.  1805.  "*     4D  .  Melville. 
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Melvill6.  Before  he  entered  on  the  question  to  whi^h  his  no- 
tice referredi  the  hon.  gentleman  tpok  occasion  to  state  that 
St  was  his  intention  to  move^  the  next  day,  for  leaTc  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  enable  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct  the  ini* 
peachmenty  to  continue  their  functions  notwithstanding  the 
prorogation  of  parliament*  Although  this  measure  would  in- 
terfere with  the  exercise  of  his  majesty's  prerogative,  yet  he 
hoped  the  house  would  feel,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case,  that  its  adoption  was  essentially  necessary.  There 
were  many  reasons  which  called  for  the  proposition  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, which,  though  extraordinary  in  its  nature,  was  not 
altogedier  novel,  for  some  acts  of  precisely  the  same  kind  were 
to  he  found  on  the  journals*  Howeverj  whether  it  would  be 
right  to  adopt  such  a  measure  in  this  instance  it  would  be  for 
Ihe  house  to  consider  after  having  heard  the  reasons  that  call- 
ed for  it*  A  witness  whose  examination  was  material  to  the 
impeachment  had  been  summoned  from  Edinburgh,  and  it 
was  possible  that  he  would  not  arrive  before  the  prorogation 
would  take  place. 

Here  the  Spealer  rose,  and  called  to  the  recollection  of  the 
kcmourable  member,  that  in  giving  notice  of  a  motion  it  was 
9ot  correct  to  state  more  than  the  distinct  objects  of  that  mo* 
tion,  and  by  no  means  allowable  to  enter  into  those  arguments 
in  support  of  it  which  should  be  reserved  for  the  time  when 
the  motion  might  be  actually  brought  forward.  The  rights 
kon.  gentleman  concluded  with  pointing  out  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding  as  to  the  articles  of  im-* 
peachment,  to  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  add  the  saving 
dausCf  for  the  house  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  up  any  farther  ar- 
ticles against  the  accused,  &c.  that  might  hereafter  appear  to 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  Whitbread  bowed  to  the  chair,  and  immediately  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  articles  of 
impeachment,  to  which  Mr.  Whitbread  said  he  should  add  si 
new  one ;  the  matter  of  which,  however,  had  nothing  new 
in  it.  ^ 

The  articles  were  then  read,  article  !^  article,  in  which 
some  verbal  amendments  were  made,  and  the  question  was 
put  on  each,  and  agreed  to. 

The  new  clause,  which  is  to  form  the  new  article,  riiferred 
to  monies  placed  by  Mr.  Trotter  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mark 
Sprott,  and  which  were  applied  to  purposes  not  naval. 

The  clause  being  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  agreed 
to,  the  general  title  of  the  articles  was  also  read  and  agreol  to^ 

Asavin^^ 
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A  saving  clause  <was  next  proposed  andsigreed  to,  empowering 
the  managers  to  prepare  fresh  articles  of  impeachment  if  they 
S2LW  matter  for  them* 

The  committee  already  appointed  to  draw  up  the  former  ar- 
ticlcs  were  likewise  ordered  to  draw  up  this  cjause,  to  prepare 
which  they  retired, 

T^ie  committee  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  shortly 
after  Mr.  Whitbread  delivered  in  fipomthebar  their  report  ba 
the  clause  saving  to  the  commons  the  liberty  of  exhibiting 
farther  articles  of  impeachment  against  Henry  Lord  Viscount 
Melville,  at  any  time  hereafter,  &c.  The  clause,  after  the 
usual  forms  were  gone  through,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  tp 
be  added  to  the  articles  of  impeachment. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  George  Johnstone,  an  account  was 
ordered  of  the  net  produce  ot  the  permanent  and  war  taxes 
for  the  year  ending  the  cth  of  April,  1805  \  also  for  the  year 
and  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  July,  1805  }  also  an  accoimtof 
the  sums  paid  into  and  chargeable  upon  the  consolidated  fund 
of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  and  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
July,  1 80c. 

Mr.  Johnstone  then  moved  that  the  order  for  taking  into 
further  consideration  his  financial  propositions  be  deferred 
from  the  next  day  to  Wednesday.    Ordered.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  9. 

Judgment  was  given  in  the  important  Irisir  appeal  causc> 
Redington  v.  Redington.  The  Lord  Chancellor  spoke  at 
eonsiderable  length,  when  the  decree  of  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer in  Ireland  was  reversed^  and  a  reference  was  made 
with  respect  to  part  of  the  matter  in  dispute,  back  to  that 
court. 

The  Thames  arch- way  bill  was  read  .the  third  time,  and 
passed ;  and  various  other  bills  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
spective stages. 

The  Earl  o/Suf oik  wished  to  offer  a  very  few  words  to  the 
house,  which  he.  deemed  to  be  of  great  importance  as  to  the 
object,  which  was  to  correct  a  misapprehension  respecting 
the  treatment  of  Mr.  Todd  Jones.  lie  had  received  letters 
from  unquestioable  authority,  stating  that  he  had  a  good  and 
commodious  apartment,  was  permitted  to  take  the  air  in  the 
ground  belonging  to  the  prison^  at  bis  own  pleasure,  and  had 
4Da  the 
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the  convenience  of  such  attendants  as  he  required.  His  lord- 
ship saidt  he  felt  that  he  was  irregular  in  making  this  state- 
ment, unconnected  with  any  business  before  the  house,  but 
^e  also  felt, it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  this  declaration  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  an  erroneous  statement,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  of  importance. 

Mr.  Whit  bread,  attended  by  a  large  body  of  the  commons, 
]presented  the  articleis  of  impeachment  of  Lord  Viscount  MeU 
ville,  in  maintenance  of  the  impeachment  by  the  commons, 
at  their  lordships*  bar* 

After  the  articles  were  read  by  the  clerk,  , 

Lord  Hawkesbury  moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  search  the  journals  for  precedents,  for  their  lordships'  guid- 
ance in  the  proceedings  on  the  impeachment :  and  also,  that 
a  copy  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  be  sent  to  Lord  Mel- 
ville within  one  month  from  that  time,  and  that  he  be  alk>wed 
to  the  second  day  of  next  session  to  put  in  his  answer* 
Ordered. 

trotter's  indemnity  bill. 

On  the  motion  that  Mr.  Trotter's  indemnity  bill  be  com- 
mitted, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  no  bill  of  greater  importance 
ever  came  before  the  house,  and  yet  no  grounds  had  been 
made  out  to  justify  it.  Much  of  the  objection  he  had  to  the 
bill  had  been  done  away  by  the  articles  of  imgjeachment  being 
actually  laid  on  the  table  that  day,  because  these  contained 
some  evidence,  some  reasons  not  before  in  the  possession  of 
the  house ;  still  many  objections  pressed  on  his  mind.  He 
believed  there  was  no  instance  of  the  house  being  called  upon 
for  indemnity  for  transactions  not  known  to  the  house.  The 
checks  the  common  law  had  put  upon  indemnity  given  to 
approvers  were  very  severe,  and  most  jealously  watched  in  the 
administration  of  justice.  They  could  hot  be  admitted  as 
evidence,  till  themselves  were  charged  by  indictment;  they 
must  previously  confess  themselves  guilty  of  the  crime ;  they 
cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence,  but  must  do  it  volun-i 
tarily ;  if  they  vary  in  their  evidence  in  the  respective  pro- 
ceedings, they  are  liable  to  be  executed  thems^ves  j  and  the 
same  peril  hangs  over  them  if  Jthe  jury  is  not  convinced,  and 
the  person  against  whom  they  are  evidence  is  not  convicted. 
In  the  indemnity  asked  by  this  bill,  it  does  not  appear  diat 
Trotter  and  the  others  alluded  to  in  it  are  accomplices.  It 
departs  from  the  principle  on  which  indemnity  is  {^ranted  by 
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the  common  law,  that  the  witness  confesses  himself  gnilty» 
but  takes  indemnity  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  con- 
vict another.  A  material  objection  he  had  to  the  bill  was, 
that  it  called  on  the  house  to  admit  that  money  had  been  api 
plied  by  the  parties  implicated,  contrary  to  law;  and  thus 
might  ^prejudge  the  very  cause  their  lordships  had  to  try.  A 
word  also  of  most  extraordinary  extent  and  operation  was 
us^d  in  the  bill.  The  witnesses  were  to  give  evidence  as  tcr 
their  belief,  as  well  as  knowledge  and  remembrance.  This 
was  contrary  to  all  law,  to  call  on  a  man  to  give  his  belief  as 
evidence  in  a  criminal  procedure.  Tlie  last  clause  of  the  bill 
was,  however,  in  his  mind,  most  exceptionable.  .  The  wit- 
nesses are  by  tha'l  exempt  from  all  civil  proceedings,  as  well 
as  criminal ;  and  from  all  civil  suits  of  private  persons  that 
may  have  been  injured  by  their  transactions,  and  may  have  a 
legal  remedy  against  them.  This  was  an  extent  of  indemnity 
not  warranted  by  the  motives  and  reasons  of  giving  indem- 
nity. They  are  indemnified,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
bill,  for  illegal  application  of  any  money;  and  though  he 
was  persuaded  the  commons  intended  any  public  money,  ypt  if 
the  witnesses  owe  him  money  which  thei^'  have  misap- 
plied, he  may  seeR  for  it,  but  without  the  assistance  of  the 
law,  if  this  bill  passes.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  point  out 
these  objections  to  the  bill.  If  it  stood  as  it  is  at  present,  the 
indemnity  offered  to  the  witnesses,  in  the  case  ot  exemption 
from  all  civil  sujts,  is  a  premium  and  wages  offered  for  their 
convicting  Lord  Melville.  It  is  a  price  given  for  their. evi- 
dence, and  a  temptation  that  should  not  be  held  out.  Whe- 
ther he  should  oppose  the  bill  or  not,  would  depend  on  what 
should  be  done  in  the  committee. 

"Lord  Holland  TLgrccd  that  many  of  the  objections  of  the  no- 
ble and  learned  lord  deserved  consideration  ;  but  they  might 
all  be  rcmove,d  in  the  committee.  He  contended  there  were 
sufficient  grounds  and  evidence  regularly  before  the  house,  to 
vindicate  the  principle  of  the  bill.  These  were  in  the  tenth 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,^  in  the  subse- 
quent report  of  the  select  committee,  and  in  the  articles  of 
impeachment.  To  reject  this  bill  would  be  equally  injustice 
to  Lord  Melville  and  the  country.  It  might  happen  that  the 
witnesses  had  used  the  public  money  without  the  privity  of 
Lord  Melville,  as  to  the  extent  or  application.  In  that  case, 
what  would  the  house  of  commons,  the  people,  and  the 
whole  world  say,  if  they  deprived  his  lordship  of  the  proofs" 
of  innocence  offered  by  this  bill  ?  The  anxiety  of  the  public 

^     also 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fir«  THE  PARLIAMSBTTART  VLKGUfTtBL  fLoftUt, 

riso  deinahdedj  that  the  bill  should  not  be  deferred  to  the 
next  session.  He  therefore  hoped  the  house  would  go  into  a 
<x>inmittee,  where  the  objections  to  the  bill  would  be  easily 
removed. 

Lorii  Hawkeshury  was  ready  to  commend  the  candour 
af  the  noble  lord  who  fpoke  Jaft,  and  his  readinefs  to  ac- 
qtiteiee  in  fuch  amendments  as  (hould  not  prove  fatal  to  the 
bill.  There  was  certainly  much  latitude  in  the  wording  of 
the  bilU  and  in  many  provilions  it  appeared  to  be  viotenC 
in  the  extreme.  He  wifhed,  nevertbelefs,  that  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  would  fo  concur  with  the  nuhle  ioid,  as 
that  no  unneceflary  delay  might  intervene,  and  to  that  effed 
he  ihould'wifh  the  houfe  would  percTit  the  bill  to  be  now 
committed^  and  that  the  amendments  be  prepared  Yor  the 
tiiird  reading. 

Lord  Sidmouth  concurred  in  the  wifl)  of  his  noble  friend, 
(Hawkeibury,)  that  there  might  be  no  delay  in  the  ptogrefs 
of  the  bill,  and  that  the  amendments,  which  might  be  cauly 
drawn  up»  would  be  admitted  on  the  third  reading.  He  was 
rather  anoniflied  at  the  very  har(h  epithets  befiowed  upon 
the  bill :  fuch  %:  bill,  fo  worded,  fuiely  fhould  not  be  fuppo* 
fed  to  come  from  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were  known  to 
have  frained  the  bill,  which  beiides,  it  ihould  be  recollcfied, 
had  received  the  fandion  of  the  otlier  houfe  of  parliament. 
Had  his  noble  and  learned  friend  more  minutely  examined 
the  title  of  the  bill,  he  would  have  perceived,  that  if  the 
grammatical  latitude  of  application  which  many  of  the 
claufes  feemed  fufceptibie  of,  were  limited  and  reftrained 
by  the  title,  it  would  be  lamentable  indeed,  if  mere  techni- 
cal formalities  were  allowed  to  (land  in  the  way  of  public 
jufiice  and  the  vindication  of  trutli,  in  a  cafe  Where  the 
beufe,  no^doubt,  were  naturally  much  more  anxious  to 
fiibftasttate  innocence  than  to  deteA  and  eftablilh  guilt. 

After  fbme  converfation,  the  fuggellion  of  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury  was  acquiefced  in,  and  the  bill  went  through  the 
committee  pro  forma. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Hawkefbury,  the  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  glafs  duty  bill  went  through  a  committee. 

PADD1N6T0N  CAMAL  COAL  BILL.  ^ 

The  Mttr^uis  of  ^Buckingham  prefented  a  petition  from 
a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Middlefex» 
againil  the  bill  for  rcllri£ting  the  quantity  of  coals  to  be 
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brought  to  London  by  the  Paddington  canal,  and  for  inu 

poling  a  duty  on  them. 

The  houie  having  gone  into  a  committee  on  the  bill^ 
Lord  Waliingbam  in  the  chair,  the  n6ble  marquis  ftated  fail 
Qb)e£ltons  to  it,  as  tending  feverely  to  aifeft  ihe  lower  orders. 
The  coals  in  queftion  were  chiefly  ufed  by  the  bakers,  fo 
that  any  duty  on  them  would  neceuarily  increafe  the  prictt 
of  bread.  Several  manofadiories,  worked  by  ftearo,  had 
been  erected  within  the  limits  of  the  operation  of  the  hilU 
(twenty-five  miles  from  London,)  which  muft  inevitably 
uop  working.  He  (houtd  be  more  fcrupulous  in  oppofing 
the  meafure,  if  it  were  one  intended  as  a  means  ot  uippl]^ 
to  the  revenue ;  but  as  it  was  merely  a  local  regulation,  he 
moved  that  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair,  with  the  intent 
tion  of  afterwards  propodng  that  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a 
third  time  that  day  three  months. 

Lord  Harrowby  defended  the  hill,  contending  that  it 
protected  the  Newcaftle  trade,  which  it  was  well  known  was 
of  ineftimdble  value  to  Great  Britain,  as  a  nurfery  for  h$r 
feamen  ;  add  that  fo  far  from  leflfening  the  quantity  of  coals 
to  be  brought  to  the  London  market,  it  permitted  the  intro<« 
dud^ion  of  what  was  totally  prohibited. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  perfifting  in  his  motion,  the 
boufe  divided. 

Contents  8.    Not  Contents   1 3.     Majority  5, 

The  different  clauies  of  the  bill  then  underwent  confider* 
able  difcuffion,  in  which  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Loixl 
Harrowby,  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Lord  Holland,^  and  Lord  Hawkelbury,  participated.  It 
chiefly  related  to  the  mode  of  conveying  to  the  pit  and 
barge  owners,  the  information,  when  the  limited  quantity 
(30,000  tons)  had  pafled  the  boundary,  to  the  duty  Which 
the  bill  appeared  to  impofe  on  the  cinders  of  fea  coal>  fent 
by^  the  canal  into  the  country,  as  manure,  &c.  and  to  the 
objed  for  which  the  duties  were  to  be  levied. 

Several  amendments  propoied  by  the  Marquis  of  Buck* 
ingham,  were  at  length  agreed  to  be  deferred  till  the  third 
reading,  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  progrefs  of  the 
bill.     ' 

^MUGGLINC  BILL. 

.  The  Tioufc  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  fmoggling 
pceveation  bill*  . 

Lord  Hdland  dated,  that  his  objection  to  the  eieafure 

was 
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was  principally  direded  againft  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
amounts  to  an  adoption  of  the  principle  of  our  right  to 
legiflate  internally  for  the  iflands.  At  a  time  when  their 
lordlhips  were  about  to  grant  a  compenfation  to  an  individual 
for  his  lofs  in  rights  of  a  (imilar  nature  in  one  ifland,  we 
(houid  be  extremclv  cautious  as  to  the  exerclfe  of  our  power, 
if  legal  power  we  had,  over  the  conilicuted  authorities  of 
another  ifland,  without  making  fome  inquiry  as  to  how  far 
their  rights  oaay  be  aifcfled.  In  the  prelent  advanced  (late 
of  the  feflion  it  was  impoilible  that  fucb  an  inquiry  could 
be  made;  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not  be 
fufFered  now  to  pafs  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  moved  that  the 
chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair,  with  the  view  of  entering 
more  minutely  into  the  difcuiCon  of  the  fubjeft  in  the 
ekifuing  feifion  of  parliament. 

LorJ  Hawkefiury  maintained  that,  if  their  lordfhips  did 
not  give  authority  to  enforce  the  non-ufage  of  calks  of  a 
certain  defcription,  and  if  they  did  not  grant  the  right  to 
fearch  within  the  ports  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  they  could 
never  fairly  hope  to  prevent  fmuggling  between  thofe  iflands 
and  Great  Britain.  And,  as  to  the  right  to  legiflate  inter- 
nally for  the  iflands  now  mentioned,  he  infifled  on  it  that  it 
'  was  a  fair  and  equitable  principle  acknowledged  by  the 
conilitution,  tliat  whatever  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  fliould  be  x:onfequently  fubjeft  to  the  right  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  legiflate  for  it  \  and  this  right 
had  been  afted  on  from  the  time  of  William  the  third  to 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  by  the  |^-iffing  of  various 
a£b  of^pariiament. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  declared  that  in  hir  opinion  it  was 
impoflible  that  the  fair  and  honourable  trade  en  the  iflands 
could  be  carried  on  unlefs  fome  alteration  were  made  in 
many  claufes  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Holland  thought  that  this  country  bad  had'fufficient 
experience  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  excrcKng  bbr  right 
to  legiflate  internally  for  our  depcnclcndes.  The  laws  which 
had  been  mentioned  by  the  nobl6  fecretary  of  ftate  as  bear- 
ing upon  the  prefent  cafe,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  have 
the  leaft  analogy  to  the  prefent  bill. 

The  houfe  afterwards  divided  on  the  firft  claufe,  which 
extends  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Guernfey  and  Jerfey, 
Contents  6.         Not  Contents  19. 

The  bill  was  then  pafled  through  the  committee  an^. 
reported-' 

DUKE 
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DUKE  OF   ATHOL. 

On  the  qucftion  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Duke 
of  Athol's  bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  bppofed  any  further  .pro- 
ceedings in  it  for  the  prcfcnt. 

It  was  defended  by  the  Earl  of  Wcftraorland  and  Lord 
Hawkelbury. 

Aficr  whi^h  an  adjournment  was  moved  by  tlic  Marquij 
of  Buckingham. 

On  this  the  houfe  divided.     For  the  adjournment^ — 
Contents — Prefcnt  -  -  7 

Proxies  -  -  5 — 12 

Not-Conients^— Prefent  -  21v 

Proxies  -  24 — 45 

Majority  -  33 

The  Earl  of  Carysfort  and  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
then  alluded  to  the  want  of  a  deed  in  the  year  17  >6,  and 
on  that  account  it  was  onoved  that  the  bill  be  committed 
that  day  three  months.  This  motion  was,  however,  nega- 
tived without  a  dlvidon. 

The  houfe  theq  went  into  a  committee,  when  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  houfe  of  keys  were  ordered  to  be  called  in,  for 
the  purpofe  of  dating  the  interefts  which  it  was  alleged 
they  had  in  oppoflng  the  prcfent  bifl. 

Mr.  Romilly  was  heard  in  explanation  on  that  point. 

The  Lord  Chancdlor  did  not  think  that  any  fufficient 
iotereds  had  been  ailigned  by  the  petitioners,  to  induce  their 
iordfliips  to  allow  them  to  be  heard  in  detail,  in  fupport  of 
their  objedions. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  thought  fufficient  grounds 
had  been  affigncd  by  the  Icarned^ounfel  in  fupport  of  the 
petitioners  interefts  to  be  heard. 

It  was  determined,  however,  that  the  bill  be  proceeded 
in. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  again  moved  that  the  houfe 
do  adjourn,  (it  being  nearly  one  o'clock,)  but  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

On  the  motion  for  poftponing  the  preamblei  as  ufual. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  objefted  to  u,  as  containing  objec- 

Vionable  terms,  and  as  proceeding  on  the  narrative  that  the 

*  fovcreignty  of  the  Ifle  of  Man  had  bsen  conveyed  by  King 

Vol.  III.  1805.  4  E  Henry 
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Henry  the  fourth  to  the  predeceflbrs  of  the  Duke  of  Athol, 
and  continued  from  that  period  in  his  family. 

In  fupport  of  this  part  of  the  preamble^  counfel  was. 
ordered  to  be  called  in  and  heard. 

After  they  had  concluded  their  arguments,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  poftpone  the  preamble,  and  to  proceed  to  the 
feveral  claufes  of  the  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wilhed  them  to  be  gone  through 
without  much  difcuffiou,  and  to  referve  the  debate  till  the 
third  reading. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  though  inimical  to  this 
precipitate  mode  of  proceeding,  and  anxious  for  delay,  gave 
way  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord's  fuggeftion. 

On  the  claufe  granting  the  annuity  of  a  fourth  of  the 
revenues  of  the  ifland  from  the  confolidated  fund. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  objeded  to  the  mode  of  granting  the 
allowance,  as  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  proper  manage- 
ment and  application  of  the  public  revenue.  He  accord- 
ingly took  the  fenfe  of  the  boufe  on  the  fubjed. 

On  the  divifion  the  numbers  were— 

For  the  claufe    19 — Againft  it   6 — Majority    14. 

The  other  claufes  were,  after  fome  converfation,  gone 
through,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  third  reading  ap- 
pointed for  the  next  day,  when  the  Lord  Chancellorintimated 
that  he  would  ftate  his  fentiments  againft  the  pafling  of  the 
bill.     Adjourned  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  9. 

Mr.  McDonald  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat  on  his  dection 
for  the  borough  of  Domock,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

LORD   MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved,  that  the  engrossed  articles  of  im- 
peachment against  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville  be  read^ 
which  were  read  accordingly ;  on  which  the  hon.  member 
moved  that  they  be  carried  to  the  lords.    Ordered. 

It  was  then  ordeiW,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple,  that 
Mr.  Whitbread  do  carry  the  articles  to  the  lords,  which  he 
instantly  did,  accompanied  by  many  members ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn acquainted  the  house  from  the  b:ir,  that  he  had  delivered 
the  articles  of  impeachment,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
housci  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords. 

IM- 
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Mr.  JVhitbreadf  pursuant  to  noticey  rose  to  movp  for  leave 
to  bring  in  this  bill.  In  consequence  of  what  he  had  before 
stated,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  house.  The  measure  he, proposed  was  un- 
doubtedly a  deviation  from  the  constitutional  forms;  but  as 
every  such  deviation  was  justifiable,  on  the  ground  of  the  ex- 
pediency that  existed  for  it,  the  question  then  was,  whether 
such  a  degree  of  expediency  existed  in  the  present  instance^ 
as  would  justify  such  a  deviation.  Cases  of  impeachment  had 
not  frequently  occurred,  and  when  they  did,  it  was  on  very 
grave  and  serious  grounds.  The  house  of  commons  had 
voted  an  impeachment  in  the  present  instance  against  Henry 
Lord  Viscount  Melville,  and  it  would  be  to  be  regretted  that 
the  object  of  it  should  be  defeated  by  any  accident  that  might 
occur.  The  house  was  aware  that  the  impeachment  had 
been  v6ted  at  a  late  period  of  the  session.  The  committer 
that  had  been  appointed  to  draw  up  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment, had  sat  every  day  without  intermission.  Many  wit- 
nesses remained  yet  to  be  examined,  one  of  whom  he  had 
mentioned  the  preceding  day.  That  person  had  since  ar- 
rived from  Scotland,  and  might  undoubtedly  be  examined  be- 
fore the  prorogation.  But  there  were  other  witnesses  from 
that  quarter,  whom  it  would  be  desirable  to  examine  as  soon 
as  possible.  If  the  other  house  should  agree  to  the  indemnity 
bill,  it  would  be  desirable  also  to  examine  Mr.  Trotter  with- 
out delay.  These  were  the  grounds  upon  which  the  committee 
felt  it  their  duty  to  submit  this  proposition  to  the  house.  If 
the  house  should  agree  to  it,  they  would  unquestionably  grant 
large  powers,  which  he  was  confident  would  be  exercised  with 
moderation.  At  the  same  time,  if  the  house  should  not  be 
disposed  to  grant  these  powers,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  ' 
press  the  proposition.  If  any  case  should  occur  to  defeat  the 
proceedings  already  taken,  neither  the  committee  nor  he 
would  think  they  had  discharged  their  duty^  if  they  had  not 
submitted  such  a  proposition  to  the  house,  '  i  he  hon.  mem- 
ber then  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  that  the 
.proceedings  now  pending  before  parliament  for  the  impeach- 
ment of  Lord  Melville  should  be  continued,  notwithstanding 
any  prorogation  or  dissolution  of  parliament ;  and  that  the 
committee  of  impeachment  do  continue  to  sit,  notwithstand- 
ing any  prorogation  or  dissolution  of  parliament. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  felt  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  say  but  a  very  few  words  indeed,  as  the  hon. 

4  £  2  gentleman 
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gentleman  himself  had  admitted  that  his  proposition  was  liable 
to  grave  obfections;  to  him  the  objections  seemed  insur- 
mountable. The  motion^  if  agreed  to,  would  amount  to  a  di« 
rect  inroad  upon  the  constitution.  Nothing  cQuld  be  more 
certain,  than  that  his  majesty  possessed  constitutionally  the  pre- 
rogative of  putting  an  end  to  their  deliberations,  either  by  pro- 
rogation  or  dissolution,  which  would  be  virtually  taken  away 
by  a  nicasure  of  the  nature  of  that  proposed.  There  was  not 
a  single  instance  of  a  similar  mode  of  proceeding,  except  in 
such  periods,  of  our  history  as  the  house  would  not  be  much 
inclined  to  draw  into  precedent*  It  was  only  for  grave  and 
weighty  reasons  that  he  could  bring  himself  to  object  to  any 
thing  proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  views  of 
the  house  in  the  present  instance.  But  he  felt  that  any  de- 
gree of  inconvenience  that  might  be  apprehended  was  better, 
than  in  order  to  obviate  it  to  commit  a  breach  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  He  felt,  therefore,  that  no  ground 
had  been  laid  for  the  measure,  because  the  utmost  inconve- 
nience that  could  arise  would  be,  that  the  committee  could 
not  continue  their  functions  a  few  days  longer  now,  but  might 
employ  themselves  on  the  same  subject  a  few  days  in  the  be- 
ginning of  next  session,  because  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that 
the  house  would  proceed  with  the  impeachment  in  the  earliest 
days  after  th^eir  meeting.  The  only  question  therefore  was, 
whether  the  committee  should  sit  a  certain  number  of  days 
at  the  commencement  of  next  session,  or  the  house  should 
, adopt  a.  measure  that  would  break  down  the  barriers  of  the 
constitution. 

Lord  Temple  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  (Mr,  Whitbread), 
that  this  motion  should  not  be  pressed  against  the  sense  of 
the  house;  but  did  not  think  that  his  right  hon.  relation  had 
stated  the  question  fully.  The  question  was  not,  whether 
they  should  have  the  power  of  examining  now  such  witnesses 
as  they  might  next  session  examine,  but,  if  the  other  branches 
of  the  legislature  should  pass  the  indemnity  bill,  whether  they 
should  not  have  an  opportupity  of  getting  the  evidence  which 
that  "Was  calculated  to  procure,  before  any  improper  impress 
sions  should  be  made,  that  might  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wynne  thought  there  was  another  mconvenience 
which  might  be  remedied  by  the  bill,  and  which  had  not  been 
noticed  by  his  noble  relation.  The  death  of  Mr.  Trotter 
might  withdraw  him  altogether  from  examination,  and  if  the 
committee  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  evidence  imme-» 
diatcly  in  the  event  of  the  bill  passing,  it  might  leisid  to  other 
sources  of  information. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  IVfiithreai  proposed  that  x^  objectionable  part  should 
be  left  out  of  his  motion,  and  trusted  that  there  wou\d  be  no  ^ 
objection  to  pass  a  bill  for  (Continuing  the  proceeding  akeadjr 
taken  and  now  pending,  notwithstanding  any  prorogation  or 
dissolution  of 'parliament,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings's  im- 
peachment. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  amendment,  that  the  part 
of  the  motion  which  related  to  the  sitting  of  the  committee 
be  left  out ;  but  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  motion  was  put  in  the  exact  terms  of  the  pre- 
cedent in  Mr.  Hastings's  case,  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU 
to  provide,  that  the  proceedings  now  pending  before  parlia« 
ment  for  the  impeach  merit  of  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville 
shall  not  be  discontinued  notwithstanding  any  prorogation  or 
dissolution  of  parliameut."— The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
tjie  committee  of  impeachment  ordered  to  prepare  and  luring 
in  the  bill. 

CAPTAIN  WRIGHT. 

Mr.  TVifidham  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  previously  to  the  $«• 
paration  of  the  liouse  for  the  session,  to  direct  their  attention 
to  a  subject  of  much  interest,  to  which  he  called  their  attention 
toward:^  the  close  of  last  session.  This  was  the  case  of  Captain 
Wright,  an  officer  who  had  been  captured  on  the  high  seas, 
after  a  gallant  and  obstinate  resistance,  and  with  his  majesty's 
commission  in  his  pocket.  This  was  material  to  shew  that  his 
case  was  not  distinguished  by  any  circumstances  firom  that  of 
the  other  prisoners  of  war ;  but  the  French  emperor,  it  ap* 
peared,  thought  he  had  been  employed  on  other  services,  as  in 
landing  men  upon  the  coast  of  France,  which  placed  him  on 
a  different  footing  from  prisoners  of  war.  When  Questioned 
on  this  head,  he  had,  like  a  gallant  and  determined  man,  re* 
fused  to  give  any  answer  though  menaced  with  death.  No- 
thing so  atrocious  however  had  been  committed ;  but  he  had 
been  commirted  a  close  prisoner  to  the  Temple,  denied  pen, 
ink  and  paper,  and  excluded  from  society.  The  severity  of 
the  confinement  there,  could  be  explained  to  the  house  by  z 
gallant  officer  then  in  his  eye  (Sir  Sidney  Smith)  from  expe- 
rience, who  had,  after  escape  from  confinement  there,  dis- 
tinguished himself  so  gloriously  by  his  defence  of  Acre.  As 
to  the  charge  against  Captain  Wright,  he  thought  it  unne- 
cessary to  inquire  into  it>  because,  if  true,  it  amounted  only  to 
a  performance  of  what  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  do,  and  what 
the  French  themselves  had  frequently  done  by  landing  per- 
sons on  the  coast  of  Ireland.    The  fact  waS|  that  the  hostility 
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of  the  French  emperor  to  Captain  Wright,  arose  from  his 
having  been  the  close  friend  and  intimate  associate  of  the  gal* 
hnt  officer  to  whom  he  had  before  alluded.     How  Captain 
"Wright  was  to  be  relieved  now,  he  would  not  say,  and  though 
that  officer  had  every  claim  on  the  country,  his  relief  was  not 
the  principal  consideration,  but  the  prevention  of  similar  acts 
of  violence  in  •future.     Retaliation  in  the  first  instance  was 
the  only  means  of  preventing  such  violence.     The  omission 
of  that  retaliation  in  that  instance  was  as  much  as  to  tell  Bo- 
naparte he  might  do  what  he  pleased,  and  we  should  not  reta- 
liate for  fear  of  what  he  should  afterwards  do-     If  we  were 
once  to  admit  this,  it  would  amount  to  a  confession  of  infe- 
riority, and  would  have  an  injurious  effi:ct  on  the  people  and 
the  officers  in  the  service.    What  officer  would  enter  a  ser- 
vice when  exposed  to  such  violence  ?  What  people  would  not 
flock  to  it,  if  assured  that  any  unwarrantable  violence  oScccd 
them  would  be  repelled  with  the  whole  weight  of  the  nation  ? 
This  principle,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had  suffered  considerable 
relaxation  in  the  case  of  the  enemies  with  whom  we  have  had 
to  do  for  the  'last  few  yerrs.     The  admission  of  inferiority 
that  would  follow  from  our  being  afi-aid  to  retaliate,  would  be 
the  most  grievous  degradation.     It  had  been  said,  that  Bona- 
parte had  a  hold  upon  us  through  the  persons  that  had  been 
detained  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  at  Verdim.    These 
were  no  doubt  so  many  hostages,  but  not  distinguishable  from 
those  who  became  hostages  by  being  made  prisoners  of  war 
in  the  service  of  their  country.     If  they  had  not  less,  they 
had  not  greater  claims  upon  the  feelings  of  the  Country,  espe- 
cially such  as  had  gone  to  France  for  amusement,  without  bu- 
siness or  necessity.     So'  far,  lie  stated,  if  it  should  be  supposed 
that  retaliatipn  would  be  productive  of  the  ^apprehended  con- 
sequences.    But  what  ground  was  there  to  suppose  that  it 
would  be  productive  of  such  consequences  ?  The  French  em- 
peror, great  as  he  was,  was  not  released  from  the  obligations 
of  public  faith,  nor  without  the  reach  of  the  public  opinion  of 
'  his  subjects,  on  whom  the  effects  of  the  retaliation  would  falL 
He  saw  that  the  attempt  would  be  made  with  infinitely  less 
advantage  late  than  at  first.   Without  answering  for  it  now,  he 
was  confident  it  would  have  been  effectual  in  the  first  instance. 
It  must  be  grievously  affecting  to  the  country  to  know  that 
a  meritorious  officer  had  been  suffered  to  languish  under  se- 
verity, which  he  had  drawn  upon  himself  by  his  meritorious 
exertions  in  its  service.     He  had  mentioned  this  subject  last 
session,  and  had  been,  given  to  understand  that  some  steps 
would  be  taken.   If  he  were  to  proceed  with  the  business  now, 

be 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JvLTlO.]  MISCELIJ^NEOUS.  (99 

he  should  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  with  a  motion  for  an 
account  of  what  steps  had  been  taken.  He  should  omit  that 
however  for  the  present,  if  he  should  receive  any  ground  to 
hope  that  further  measures  would  be  taken  during  the  recess, 
and  he  should  confine  himself  now  to  a  notice,  that  if  no  such  , 
steps  should  be  taken,  he  would  bring  the  matter  before  par* 
liament  early  next  session.  , 

No  reply  was  made  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Huskisson  presented  certain  accounts,  pursuant  to  the  ^ 
order  of  the  house,  which  were  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  ID. 

The  three  exchequer  bills  bills,  the  cochineal  duty*bill,  the 
Irish  spirit  duty  bill,  Spanish  wine  duty  bill,  South  Sea  whale 
fishery  bill,  bank  note  forgery  bill,  the  bill  for  continuing  the 
proceeding  in  Mr.  Justice  Fox's  case,  the  Palace-yard  bill, 
and  the  Thames  arch-way  bill,  with  sixty  other  bills,  received 
the  royal  assent  by  commission.  1  he  commissioners  present 
were,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  and  Lord 
Walsingham. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  and  several  other  members,  brought  up  a 
bill  from  the  commons,  providing  that  the  proceedings  in  the 
impeachment  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville  shall  not  be  disconti- 
nued by  any  prorogation  of  parliament  ^  which  was  afterwards 
read  the  first  time. 

On  the  motion  for  th^  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  respecting  bankrupts  having  privilege  of  parliament. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  he  objected  neither  to  the  prin- 
ciple nor  policy  of  the  bill  j  but  he  thought  it  required  some 
amendment  in  this  instance,  that  any  person  who  should  chuse 
to  sue  out  a  statute  of  bankruptcy  against  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment who  never  had  any  transactions  in  the  way  of  trading, 
may  compel  his  appearance.  This  ought  to  be  guarded  against 
as  an  absurdity,  however  unlikely  it  was  that  the  inconve- 
nience should  arise. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  the  bill  only  went  to  this,  to 
eiiable  the  court  to  put  in  an  appearance  for  a  bankrupt,  a 
member  of  parliament,  where  a  personal  summons  bad  been 
.  served  on  him;  and  this  was  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  the 
distringas,  which  was  greatly  burthensome  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
often  ruinous  to  the  defendant. 

The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ.IC 


S84  THE  PARLIAMEOTARV  RCGtSTKR.         [CoilBioifi, 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  moved,  that  the  articles  of  impeach- 
tnent  against  Lord  Viscount  Melville  be  printed,  for  the  use 
of  this  house  only. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said^  he  presumed  the ^noble  duke, 
hy  using  the  word  onfy,  meant  to  restrict  the  use  of  the 
printed  articles  emphatically  to  the  house,  and  he  much  ap» 
proved  of  the  intention. — Ordered. 


On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  Trotter's  indemnity 
bill, 

The  Loril  Chancellor  rose  to  offer  amendments  to  the  bill,. 
in  compliance  with  the  general  wish  of  the  house,  although 
his  own  feelings  would  lead  him  much  furtlier.  After  the 
words  in  tlie  preamble,  "  have  impeached,*'  he  would  add, 
jand  exhibited  articles  of  impeachment :  the  object  of  this  amend- 
ment was  to  shew  that  their  lordships  had  the  evidence  of  the 
articles  actually  before  them  when  they  passed  this  bill.  He 
proposed  to  leave  out  the  words  **  application  of  public  money 
contrary  to  law** — and  substitute  acts  d^ne,  and  application  of 
public  motiey^  tvhere  the  disclosure  ivould  subject  them  to  prosecu^ 
tion^  and  they  might  by  law  refuse  to  answer.  The  object  of  this 
was,  that  their  lordships  might  not,  even  in  words,  assume 
any  fact  they  would  have  to  try.  The  indemnity  from  civil 
«uits  of  third  persons  he  would  expun^^e  without  reserve.  He 
would  leave  the  clause  to  run — indemnity  in  all  acts  done  which 
may  be  the  subject  matter  of  the  examination  cf  the  iviinesses  from 
criminal  prosecution.  He  would  liave- been  glsd  also  to  have 
recommended  (in  any  other  state  of  a  session)  full  pardon  to 
the  Witnesses  without  condition.  But  he  would  not  now  urge 
that  further  be  had  or  done.  His  lordship  concluded  hf 
moving  the  amendments. 

The  Dide  of  Norfolk  objected  to  expunging  the  indemnity 
from  civil  suits,  as  frustrating  the  intention  of  the  bill.  It  was 
not  justice  to  the  noble  lord  to  withhold  from  him  the  chance 
of  such  evidence  coming  out  as  might  acquit  him,  which 
might  be  the  effect  of  that  amendment.  <"" 

Ldrd  Hawkesbury  recommended  the  amendment  to  run^ 
**  exempted  from  civil  suit  by  the  crown  only.** 

Lord  Sidmonth  said,  the  highest  law  authorities  did  not 
concur  in  the  opinion,  that  the  indemnity  from  civil  suits  in 
the  bill  extended  to  civil  suits  by  third  persons.    He  objeaed 
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to  the  amendments,  as  he  thought  they  would  lose  the  bill 
if  carried^  and  tho-efore  he  should  oppose  them. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  declared  that,  had  he  known  the  pre-* 
ceding  day  that  there  were  doubts  among  the  great  lawyers^ 
the  judges  of  the  land  would  now,  had  his  advice  been  taken, 
been  sitting  to  assist  their  lordships.  He  complained  that  the 
house  had  no  law  assistance  in  this  bill  but  himself.  He  gave 
his  opinion  merely  as  a  pecr^  and  would  take  no  other  re-* 
spottsibility. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  after  having  heard  the  opi-* 
nion  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  would  agree  to  the  amend-* 
ment. 

Lord  Minto  opposed  the  amendment,  as  defeating  the  ob-» 
ject  of  the  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Mulgrave  severally  ex*  ' 
plained.  ^ 

Lord  Mulgrave  observed,  that  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  dis- 
cretion with  the  public  whether  they  would  adopt  a  civil  or  a 
criminal  process,  as  was  evident  from  the  votes  of  the  other 
house.  The  public  had  now  made  their  option ;  they  had 
given  up  the  one  and  determined  on  following  up  the  other 
mode.  There  could  not  be  any  danger  justly  apprehended 
from  the  precedent,  as*  the  right  was  manifest  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  other  chamber  of  parliament  having  first 
made  choice  of  one  course  of  proceeding,  and  having  after- 
wards  resolved  on  pursuing  another. 

Earl  Carysfort  recommended  to  their  lordships  that  further 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  great  principles  of  law, 
which^  by  such  a  measure  as  the  present,  might  possibly  be 
materially  affected  in  the  practice  hereafter,  if  this  bill  were, 
to  pass  in  its  present  form.  It  was  unparliamentary  to  ex- 
press any  apprehension  of  the  close  of  the  session,  or  of  the 
dissolution  of  parliament,  as  the  ground  for  hurrying  a  mea- 
sure of  importance  through  the  house.  Their  lordships  had 
heard  the  opinion  of  a  nc^le  and  learned  lord>  high  in  rank, 
9nd  high  in  respectability  \  but  still  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  extremely  desirable  that  the  opinions  of  the  judges  should 
be  had  upon  a  point,  about  which  serious  doubts  were  enter- 
tained. , 

The  Lord  ChancelUr  expressed  his  deep  ref  ret  at  not  having 
an  opportunity  td  ask  the  noble  lord  who  presided  in  the  chief 
court  of  law,  upon  the  question  now  under  discussion.  As  his 
opinion  seemed  to  have  great  weight  with  some  noble  lords,  and 
as  he  might  possibly  be  wrongi  ha  asked  their  lordships  whe- 
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ther  it  would  not  be  better  that  they  should  be  certainly  right, 
than  for  that  legislative  house  of  parliament  to  run  the  risk 
of  being  wrong  upon  a  point  of  law,  for  the  sake  of  a  week's 
expedition  in  almost  any  measure  of  importance  that  could 
be  brought  before  them  ?  Seeing,  as  he  did,  in  the  strongest 
point  of  view,  the  propriety  and  the  necessity  of  taking  the 
opinion  of  the  law  lords  on  this  question,  he  skouid  move 
that  the  question  be  adjourned,  in  order  that  time  be  given 
for  taking  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  it. 

Lord  Sidmouth  rejoiced  to  find  that  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  had  at  length  agreed  to  the  proposition  of  referring  the 
point  in  doubt  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges.  He  knew  that 
he  had  the  authority  of  that  most  excellent  propoander  of  the 
laws,  Lord  Kenyon ;  he  had  also  the  opinion  of  a  man,  whose 
'  name,  though  he  was  not  clothed  with  any  judicial  anthorityy 
or  judicial  honours,  must  give  the  greatest  degree  of  veight 
and  authority  to  any  maxim  that  received  its  sanction,  that  it 
was  possible  for  the  name  of  any  man  in  such  a  situation  to  add 
to  an  opinion.  But,  though  he  had  such  high  and  respect- 
able authorities  on  his  side,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  mcst 
candid  to  have  a  reference  to  the  judges,  and  he  only  lamented 
that  such  an  idea  had  not  entered  the  mind  of  any  noble  lord 
in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  business. 

After  some  further  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill 
should  pass  as  far  as  its  provisions  extended  to  indenmity 
against  criminal  proceeding,  with  an  understanding,  however^ 
that  if  the  opinion  of  the  judges  should  be  favourable  to  the 
measure,  it  should  be  competent  to  any  noble  lord  to  bring  in 
a  short  bill  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  further  extension  of  the 
indemnity.  The  necessary  amendments  were  then  made,  and 
the  bill  thus  amended  received  the  sanction  of  the  authority 
of  this  house. 

Upon  the  question  being  put  for  the  third  reading  of  tlie 
Duke  of  AthoFs  bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  expressed  his  sentiments  in 
the  most  decided  terms  against  the  bill.  The  noble  lord  re* 
ferred  to  the  writings  of  the  most  eminent  civilians,  Grotiiis, 
PufFendorfF,  and  another  work  of  acknowledged  merit,  Tayr 
lor's  Elements  of  the  Civil  Law,  in  support  of  his  assertion, 
that  there  was  not  any  such  thing  as  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  ever  in  existence;  the  last  mentioned  book  in  par- 
ticular had  defined  most  clearly  what  this  was,  and  what  it  » 
was  that  was  confounded  with  it ;  imperium  was  that  species 
'#f  authority,  or  <;ommand,  which  is  vested  in  a  king;  dand'- 
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nium  was  that  soft  of  lordship,  or  governorship,  which  rested 
with  an  individual  of  lower  rank— a  sort  of  sub-chief.  There 
were  several  other  topics  connected  with  the  subject  upon 
which  the  noble  marqulb  exnninifd. 

The  Earl  of  Wcsuiioii:.  la  supported  the  bill  on  general 
grounds,  and  contended  particpbrly  that  the  original  com- 
pensation was  inadequate,  and  not  of  a  nature  to  answer  the 
claims  of  the  persons  entitled  to  remuneration. 

,The  Lord  Chancellor  objected  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  denied  the  pretension  to  sovereignty  held  forth  in  the 
preamble. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  opposed  the  bill  as  opening  a  door  to 
numerous  claims  of  the  same  description. 

The  Earl  of  Carlfcle  supported  the  bill,  and  considered  the 
claims  of  sovereignty  as  very  immaterial,  provided  the  rights 
referred  to  were  admitted. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  denied  that  the  allegations  in  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  were  made  good,  and  therefore  moved 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted. 

On  this  question  their  lordships  divided. 

Contents         -  -  -  'y 

Not  contents      ,         -        -        25 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  then  proposed  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Buckingham,  which  were  rejected. 

Another  division  took  place  on  a  verbal  amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  which  wa^ 
lost  by  a  majority  of  25  to  5. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  after  a  di« 
vision  of  24  against  5.  1 

(  The  Paddmgton  canal  coal  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  brought  in  a  bill  to  indemnify  wit- 
nesses in  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Melville  from  civil  suits, 
which  was  read  the  first  time.  His  lordship  then  moved,  that 
the  bill  be  read  the  second  time  the  next  day,  and  that  the 
judges  be  summoned.  His  object  was,  to  move  that  this 
question  be  referred  to  the  judges  :  Whether  a  witness  is  by 
law  compelled  to  answer  a  question  which,  though  the  answer 
does  not  subject  him  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  may  establish, 
or  tend  to  establish,  a  civil  suit  against  him  ?  A  responsibility 
on  this  point  b^d  been  imposed  upon  him,  which  it  was  his 
object  to  remove  by  this  proceeding. 

After  a  few  wprds  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  Lord 
ftadijor,  the  motion  was  agreed  toi — Adjourned. 

4F^  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  I O. 

A  message  from  tt^e  lords  stated  their  lordships'  concur- 
rence in  the  Irish  fire  hearth  duty  bill,  the  hops  duty  bill,  the 
Irish  paoer  duty  bill,  the  Scotch  assessors  regulation  bill,  the 
Irish  customs  and  excise  regubtion  bill,  the  Irish  military  sur- 
vey bill,  the  Irish  distillery  bill,  the  Irish  property  exemption 
bill,  the  southern  whale  fishery  bill,  the  quarantine  indemnity 
T)ill,  the  sugar  drawback  and  linen  drawback  bills,  the  ballas- 
tage  bill,  the  Ipswich  port  bill,  and  the  Thames  tunnel  bill. 

A  clerk  from  the  exchequer  presented,  pursuant  to  order, 
an  account  of  the  produce  of  the  permanent  and  war  taxes 
for  the  years  ending  5th  July  1 804  and  1 805.  Also  an  account 
of  the  sums  paid  into  and  charged  upon  the  consolidated  fund. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

A  clerk  from  the  East  India  company  presented  twq  ac- 
counts \  the  one  of-  the  cxpence  of  building  at  Bombay  the 
ship  Cdrnwallis  of  46  guns,  and  the  other  that  of  the  Bombay 
frigate  of  32  guns. — OrderecJ  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CAPTAIN  WRIGHT, 

Sir  Sidney  Smith  expressed  his  regret  that  he  was  not  pre*? 
sent  the  preceding  day,  when  a  right:  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Windham)  took  occasion,  in  a  manner  so  highly  honourable  to 
^s  character,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  situation 
of  an  honourable  friend  of  his.  Captain  fright,  who  was  now 
a  prisoner  in  the  Temple  at  Paris.  The  honourable  officer 
added,  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  he  had  ^luded  to» 
should  not  brii>g  forward  a  motion  on  the  subject,  he  would 
the  next  day  moue,  that  there  should  belaid  before  the  house 
copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place,  through 
the  Spanish  government,  between  our  ministers  and  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  with  respect  to  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  Captain  Wrights 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  debate  upon  the  £• 
nancial  propositions,  which  stood  for  this  day,  was  postponed 
jtill  the  next  day. 

LORD  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  brought  in  a  bill  to  prevent -the  proceed- 
ings in  the  impeachment  against  Lord  Melville,  from  being 
affected  by  the  prorogation  or  dissolution  of  parliament. 

This  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  committed,  and 
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the  report  brought  up.     Upon  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the 
report, 

The  Attorney  General  rose,  and  after  disclaiming  atiy  wish 
to  throw  the  least  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  impeachment^ 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  whethery  if  the 
bill  were  passed  in  its  present  form,  an  inference  would  not 
arise,  tliat  an  impeachment  was  abated  by  a  prorogation  or 
dissolution  of  parliament,  and  of  course  interfere  with  the 
privileges  of  that  house  ?  This  was  a  question  which  he  ap* 
prehended  was  completely  determined  in  thp  negative,  in  Mr, 
Hastings's  case,  aild  he  wa5  unwilling  that  this  bill  should 
proceed  in  such  a  shape,  as  to  raise  a  doubt  on  tlie  subject. 
Its  present  objectionable  form,  he  observed,  was  founded  upon 
a  precedent  that  had  taken  place,  previous  to  the  determina- 
tion he  had  alluded  to.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
concluded  with  expressing  a  wish,  that  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  should  be  postponed  till  the  next  day,  in  order  that  it 
should  be  So  altered  as  to  guard  against  any  improper  infer- 
ence.       ^ 

Mr,  IVhtthread  observed  that  this  was  a  literal  transcript  of 
the  bill  inrroduced  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings^s 
impeachment ;  and  the  author  of  that  bill  was  certainly  not 
liable  to  the  suspicion  of  wishing  to  trench  upon,  or  to  excite  a 
doubt  as  to  the  privileges  of  that  house.  The  object  of  this 
bill  the  honourable  member  explained  to  be  such,  that  unless 
it  were  adopted,  the  committee  for  managing  the  impeach- 
ment would  not  be  enabled  to  report  to  the  house  on.  the  first 
day  of  the  next  sessions,  if  they  thought  necessary,  the  result 
of  the  evidence  they  had  already  examined,  but  would,  on  the 
contrary,  be  obliged  to  go  through  the  examination  of  the 
same  evidence  over  ,ag;iin.  It  was  with  a  view  to  provide 
against  such  a  circumstance,  that  he  proposed  this  bill,  which 
he  did*  not  conceive  calculated  to  cast  any  doubt  upon  the 
privileges  of  that  house,  or  he  should  have  been  among  the 
last  to  have  brought  it  forward.  From  the  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  and  the. consequent  necessity  of  expedition,  the- 
hon.  gentleman  was  desirous  that  the  bill  should  not  be  de- 
layed in  its  progress,  but  that  it  should  be  read  a  third  time 
that  day. 

Mr.  8.  Bourne  concurred  in  the  observations  of  the  attorney 
general. 

The  Speaher  observed  that  the  bill  had  two  distinct  objects; 
first,'  to  provide  that  the  proceedings  depending  in  that  house 
pn  the  articles  of  impeachment  against  Lord  Melville  should 
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not  be  discontinued  by  any  prorogation  or  dissolution  of  par- 
liament i  the  second  imported  a  different  provision,  that  the 
said  articles  should  be  proceeded  upon  in  the  next  session,  as 
to  the  other  house  of  parliament,  in  the  event  of  a  prorogation 
or  dissolution,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  such  prorogation 
or  dissolution  had  taken  place.  Against  the  first  part  of  the 
bill  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  objection,  but  the  second 
was  conceived  to  cast  some  doubt  upon  the  established  pri* 
vil^ge  and  jurisdiction  of  that  house  to  continue  an  impeach* 
ment  notwithstanding  any  prorogation  or  dissolution  of  par- 
liament. The  bill,  however,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  no 
doubt,  would  be  so  modelled  as  to  remove  the  objectionable  part* 

7  he  bill,  after  being  altered  according  to  the  speaker's 
suggestion,  was  engrossed,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  or- 
dered to  the  lords. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  a  new  writ  was  ordered 
for  Stranraer  and  Wigtown,  in  the  room  of  the  hon.  W.  Stew* 
ard,  who  has  accepted  the  office  of  steward  of  the  Chiltem 
Hundreds ;  also  a  new  writ  for  Cockermouth,  in  the  room  of 
James  Graham,  Esq.  who  has  accepted  the  office  of  steward 
of  the  hundreds  of  East  Hendred. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  the  next  day,  for 
the  production  of  certain  papers  with  respect  to  the  kirk  of 
Scotland. 

Sir  A.  S.  Hamond  rose  to  give  notice,  that  he  should 
the  next  day  move  for  leave  to  lay  before  the  house  a  memo* 
rial  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  in  answer  to  the 
third  report  of  the  comnHssioners  of  naval  inquiry.  If,  how- 
ever, there  should  be  no  obj^ection  to  this  motion,  he  had  the 
meinotial  in  his  pocket,  az)d  was  ready  then  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitbread  begged  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the 
house,  how  lon|(  the  report  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  baronet  had 
lain  on  the  table,  and  that  some  previous  notice  should  be 
given  of  an  intentiop.to>  ^canvas  its  merits. 

Sir  A«  S.  Hamond  was  proceeding  to  argue  upon  the  sub* 
ject,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by 

,  The  Speaker,  who  stated  that  the  hon.  baronet*$  object  was 
merely  a  notice,  and  did  not  admit  of  an  argiunent, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  an  address  was  ordered  to  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  some  ecclesiastical  dig- 
nity might  be  conferred  on  the  Kev.  Samuel  Smith,  chaplain 
to  the  b[)usc. 

Addresses  were>  on  th^  motxon  of  the  same  right  hon.  gep« 
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tleman,  ordered  to  his  majesty,  praying  the  accustomed  an- 
nual grants  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
meansj  and  the  several  officers  of  ^he  hOuse^  and  promising 
the  house  would  make  good  the  same. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  that  the  snrti 
of  3,2501.  should  be  granted,  pursuant  to  estimate,  to  provide 
for  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  for  granting  lottery  licences 
in  Ireland,  their  clerks,  comptrollers  and  inspectors  j  and  the 
commissioners  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  outstanding 
prizes,  &c.  for  one  year,  ending  24th  of  June  1805. 

Pursuant  to  summons  delivered  by  the  gentleman  usher  of 
the  black  rod,  the  Speaker,  accompanied  by  several  members, 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  peers,  and  on  his  return  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  stated,  that  the  royal  assent  had  been  given 
by  commission  to  several  public  and  private  bills.    Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,'  JULY  II. 

The  house  in  a  committee  of  privileges  made  some  pro- 
gress in  the  Zouch  peerage  claim  ;  after  which,  the  further 
proceedings  were  deferred  till  next  session. 

The  judges,  agreeable  to  order,  attended  the  house  this  day, 
to  consider  of  some  points  of  law  respecting  Trotter's  indem- 
nity bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  following  ques- 
tion was  referred  to  them : — **  Whether,  according  to  law,  a 
witness  can  be  required  to  answer  a  question,  the  answering 
to  which  does  not  criminate  himself,  but  may  establish,  or 
tend  to  establish,  that  he  owes  a  debt  recoverable  by  a  civil 
suit?'* 

Lord  Minto  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  necessary  to  sufojoin 
the  following  question: — "  Whether  in.  point  of  law  a  wit- 
ness can  be  required  to  answer  a  question  which  cannot  ex- 
pose him  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  but  whith  may  furnish  the 
ground  of  a  civil  suit  on  the  part  of  the  crown  for  the  recovery 
of  profits  made  by  him  from  the  use  of  public  money  contrary 
to  law  ?"    This  question  was  also  referred  to  the  judges. 

The  twelve  judges  delivered  their  opinion  in  the  appeal 
cause  from  the  court  of  chancery  in  Ireland,  Rowe  v.  Power^ 
tBd  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  affirmed. 

In  the  Scotch  appeal,  Campbell  T;.M'Cair,the  judgment  was 
sent  back  to  the  court  of  session,  with  specisd  instructions. 

Mr. 
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Mr. "WTiItbread  brought  up  a  new  indemnity  bill  for  Mr. 
Trotter,  which  was  immediately  passed  through  all  its  $tages» 
and  sent  back  to  the  commons. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  message  of 
t^e  commons,  respecting  the  furnishing  of  evidence  on  the 
Athol  claim  bill,  when  several  precedents  wisre  referred  to  and 
read,    ,      •  . 

From  Ihe  precedents,  the  Lord  Chancellor  argued,  that  it 
app^ed^^obe  the  practice  and  usage  of  parliament,  lor  tht 
conTmons  to  furnish  evidence  to  their  lordships  respecting 
biljs,  upon  the  face  of  which  were  stated  the  facts  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  niay  have  passed  th&t^ilb.  He  shcuUs 
therefore,  move  the  next  day,  that  a  resolution  to  that  effe^ 
be  entered  on  their  lordships' journals.  * 

.  .  The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 
Adjourned.  *^ 


*   HOUSE   OF  COMMONS- 

•       '  THURSDAY,  JULY  II*  ^.    , 

,JK  messafje  from  the  lords  informed  the  house  that  thdr 

lordships  had  agreed  to  the  smugglmg^' prevention  bill,  the 
members'  privilege  bill,  the  ^foreign  plate  "gtas^  duty  hill,  the 
.British  Museum  p-ant  biy,  the  Duke  of  AthoK^compensatioB 
bill,  and  the  consolidated  fuYid^hilljWithoutftriyame^ndmtots  ; 
also  to  the  Maidstone  poor  bitl,  the  Vithessfesi-tild^hity  biB, 
,the  P.addington  ^coal  bill,  j^nd  the  Camberw^Il  water  works 
biU»  with  several  amendniei^ts,  in  which  they  diitsired  the  con- 
currence of  the  house.  ,  '  '      ♦ 

The  amendments  of-  the  lords  to  the  Maidstdne  poor  bill, 
to  the  Paddington  coal  bill,  and  to  the  Catnberwell  water 
works  bill,  were  severally  taken  into  consideration,  and  ip- 
pearing  to  be  only  in  furtherance  of  the  infeiTtipnt-  of  the 
house  in  passing  the  bills,  were  agreed  to,  land  the  sanrte  or- 
dered to  be  signified  to  the  lords. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stnrgcs 

Bourne»  for  the  election  of  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  connty 

of  Down  in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  Vtscoimt 

.  Castlereagh,  who  had  accepted  the  place  of  one  of  his  majesty's 

principal  secretaries  of  state. 

Mr*  Longy  at  the  bar,  acquainted  the  house  that  his  majesty 
had  been  waited  upon  with  the  several  addresses  voted,  and 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  accordingly. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Dent  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  to 
account  of  alt  the  monies  that  had  been  paid  to  the  Sierra 
Leone  company,  pursuant  to  grants  of  parliament,  together 
with  the  dates  of  each  payment ;  also  an  accotmt  of  the  di^ 
bursements  of  all  sums  granted  by  parliament  to  the  Sierra 
Leone  company*    Ordered, 

Mr.  Dent  gave  notice,  that  he  should,  on  an  early  day  next 
session,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  putting  a  stop  ^ 
the  horrid  practice  of  bull-baiting. 

Mr.  Tyrrely  from  the  office  of  the  chamber  lam  of  the  city 
of  London,  presented  at  th^  bar  several  accounts  relative  to 
the  port  of  London  and  the  difFerem.  docks.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  thetabku 

fNjDEMNITT  BILL 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved,  that  the  lords*  amendments  to  the 
indemnity  bill  betaken  into  consideration. 

The  Shaker  acquainted  the  house,  that  numerous  amend* 
ments  had  been  made  by  the  lords  to  this  bill,  many  of  which 
amounted  to  direct  alterations,  in  a  clause  containing  provi* 
sions  relating  to  the  application  of  publk  money.  These  were 
amendments  which  the  house  never  could  agree  to,  and  tt 
would  be  foi*  the  Hon.  member,  or  any  other  hon.  member^ 
to  dispose  of  the  amendments  by  the  course  usually  adopted 
on  such  occasions. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitbread,  to  b^  taken  into  further  consideration  that 
day  three  months. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved  fer  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  which  should  include  the  lords'  amendments^ 
saving  thereby  the  privileges  of  the  house. 

The  bill  was  lurought  m  by  Mr.  Whitbread;  and  read  % 
first  and  second  time,  then  passed  through  a  committee,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  motion  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time. 

Sir  IV*  Elford  declared  himself  to  be  still  of  his  former 
opinion  respecting  the  propriety  of  indemnifying  the  persons 
who  might  give  evidence  on  the  impeachment  of  Lonl  MeL- 
villc  from  civil  suits.  It  was  material  to  the  ends  of  justice 
that  their  testimony  should  not  be  biassed  by  any  apprehei^- 
sions  for  the  consequences  that  might  result  to  themselves.  It 
was  also  material  to  Lcri  Melville,  if  he  should  be  acquitted 
of  the  crimes  imputed  to  lum,  that  no  impression  should  re- 
main on  the  public  mind»  as  if  the  witnesses  might  not  have 
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given  full  testimony  from  the  influence  of  their  personal  ap- 
prehensions. *  He  hoped  and  trusted  the  house  would  support 
ks  own  intentions,  and  direct  the  attorney  general  to  stay 
proceedings  in  the  civil  suit  against  Mr.  Trotter  :  raking  it 
f6r  granted  that  the  house  would  adopt  that  course,  he  sfaciild 
npt  object  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed  ;  and  Mr. 
Whitbread  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  lords. 

Sir  W.  Elford  then  moved,  that  so  much  of  the  order  of 
the  zpth  of  April,  directing  the  attorney  general  to  institute 
civil  proceedings,  a»  related  to  the  civil  suit  against  Alexander 
Trotter  be -discharged. 

Mr.  Whitbread  was  of  opinion  that  the  public  were  entitled 
to  retribution,  and  as  it  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Trotter  had 
gained  very  considerable  emoluments  in  the  public  service, 
should  it  turn  out  that  those  had  been  unduly  obtained,  room 
should  be  left  open  for  recovery.  The  committee  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  articles  of  impeachment  were  originally  of 
opinion  tbat  an  exemption  from  criminal  prosecution  was  all 
that  was  necessary  to  indemnify  the  witnesses  on  this  question, 
9Uid  great  law  authorities  had  since  given  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  being  exposed  to  a  civil  process  could  not  justify  a  de- 
murrer on  the  part  of  those  witnesses.  That  point,  however, 
had  been  referred  in  another  place  to  the  twelve  judges,  and 
jt  was  therefore  premature  to  take  it  up  before  a  judgment  of 
such  weight,  as  that  must  necessarily  be,  was  given.  He 
was  not  absolutely  hostile  to  the  motion,  but  thought  it 
had  better  not  be  made  in  the  present  circumstances. 

Jl/r.  Kinnav'd  did  not  think  it  fair  in  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet, after  what  he  must  have  heard  had  been  done  in 
another  place,  to  come  forward  in  this  manner,  and  anti- 
cipate the  decision  of  the  judges,  to  whom  that  point  had 
been  referred.  It  had  been  determined  in  the  other  house, 
that  nothing  should  be  done  to  preclude  proper  restitution^ 
should  it  afterwards  appear  necessary.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  this  ought  to  influence  the  vote  of  the  house,  but 
certainly  it  should  have  great  weight  with  them  individually. 
In  regard  to  the  bias  mentioned  by  the  honourable  baronet 
as  likely  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  witnesses,  in  case  of 
not  receiving  complete  indemnity,  were  he  to  give  his  opinion 
freely,  he  would  say  that  that  complete  indemnity  would  have 
the  contrary  effect  to  that  suggested  By  the  hon.  baronet. 

T!)xt  Attorney  General  v<rzs  of  opinion,  that  instead  of  adopting 
this  niofion,  some  intermediate  measure  might  be  resorted  to^ 
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as  that  of  a  suspension  of  all  civil  proceedings  at  least  till  next 
session  of  parliament.  In  regard  to  the  high  authorities  alluded 
to,  so  far  as  he  might  be  supposedto  be  alluded  to,  he  could 
only  say  that  he  had  always  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
one  proceeding  could  be  no  legal  bar  to  the  other,  but  at  the 
same  time  d;d  not  wish  to  give  his  opinion  what  tlie  effect  of 
a  civil  suit  might  ultimately  be^ 

A/r.  C.  }r,  Wynne  approved  of  the  idea  suggested  by  the 
learned  gentleman^  of  suspending,  rather  than  dropping  the 
proceeding  in  question^  and  confessed,  that  it  appeaijed  to  him 
in  a  different  light  than  if  forming  a  part  of  the  bill  to  be 
sent  up  to  the  lords.  As  doubts,  however,  existed^ on  the 
subject,  he  did  not  think  the  house  could  be  warrant^  iu  re- 
scinding their  former  vote  in  the  present  circumstances. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  thought*  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, in  the  present  circumstances,  extremely  objectionable. 
Should  it  be  thought  expedient  afterwards  to  rescind  that  reso- 
lution, it  would  still  remain  open  for  the  consideration  of  the 
house  after  the  twelve  judges  bad  delivered  their  opinion. 

Sir  W.  Elford  declared  his  object  in  wishing  the  evidence 
to  be  free  from  all  bias,  was  not  to  favour  Lord  Melville,  but 
for  the  better  obtaining  of  public  justice.  He  agreed  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  in  the  room  of  it  moved,  that  the  attor- 
ney-general be  directed  not  to  proceed  in  any  civil  suit  against 
Mr.  Trotter,  till  after  the  commencement  of  next  session*  of 
parliament.    Ordered. 

CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  Kinmnrdy  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  an  account  of  the  ministers'  stipends  of  the 
kirk  of  Scotland,  specifying  the  stipend  of  each  parish,  with 
the  augmentations  lately,  made  to  them,  and  the  state  of  the 
tiends  in  each ;  as  also  an  account  of  the  population  of  each 
parish,  arranged  alphabetically,  with  other  accounts  of  a  simi- 
lar nature.  • 

The  Secretary  at  War  wished  the  hon.  gentleman  had  stated 
somie  ground  for  this  motion*  because  it  appeared  to  him  to 
require  very  good  grounds  indeed  to  justify  the  expence  and 
trouble  that  the  production  of  such  accounts  must  inevitably 
create.  He  did  not  think  that,  even  on  parliamentary  grounds, 
a  paper  was  to  be  given  on  the  mere  motion  for  it,  without 
adducing  some  satisfactory  reason*  Such  a  proceeding  besides, 
he  was  certain,  would  create  ^  very  extraordinary  sensation  in 
that  part  of  the  country. 

4Ga  Mr 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S9S  THE  PARUAMEMTART  REGISTER.  ICouuowt, 

Mr.  Kinnaird  stated,  as  the  object  of  his  motion,  certain  re- 
guUtions  respecting  the  tiends  and  stipends  applicable  to  the 
support  of  the  clergy  of  Scotland^  which  were  at  present  on  a 
confused  system,  and  not  in  a  fair  state  of  proportion.  Had  he 
expected  any  opposition  to  the  motion,  he  should  not  hare 
brought  it  forward  cm  so  short  a  notice ;  but  he  did  not  at  all 
see  how  the  trouble  or  expence  attending  the  making  out  of 
those  accounts  could  be  so  great  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
wished  to  represent.  That  part  of  the  motion  which  relat?ed 
to  the  population,  it  wiis  true,  might  be  attended  with  some 
di£|culty,  and  therefore  he  had  no  great  objections  to  withdraw 
chat  part.  The  accounts  might  be  made  ou^during  the  recess 
of  parliament,  and  be  ready  to  be  presented  to  the  house  by 
the  beginning  of  next  session. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Dunias  thought  it  would  b^  impracticable  for  the 
dergymen  to  make  such  returns  as  those  moved  for»  without 
a  great  de^  of  time  and  trouble.  The  discussiott  of  such  a  sub- 
ject would  give  rise  to  no  small  de^ee  of  sdarm  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  therefore  die  hon«  gentleman  should  be  aware 
of  the  grounds  of  hts  motion  before  iatroduciiig  so  delicate  a 
topic.  He  advised  the  hon.  gentleman  to  take  dte  sunmier 
months  to  consider  of  it,'  and  to  converse  on  it  with  people 
who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  wxthdvew  faia  motion* 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  moved» 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  home  an  accountof  the  number 
of  hmatics  and  insane  persons  confined  in  thd  different  jails, 
houses  of  correction,  poor  hnosesy  and  houses'of  industry  in 
England.— Ordered. 

CAPTAIN  WRIGHT. 

Mr.  WinJhawh  in  consequence  of  the  notice.tfaat  had  been 
given  by  hi»hon.  friend  (Sir  Sidney  Smith)  the  preceding  day, 
rose  to  move  for  copies  of  the  correspondence  of  government^ 
relative  to  the  case  of  Capt.  Wright.  When  he  first  took  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  the  ^j^  to  the  house,  -he  doubted 
whether  he  should  conclude 'by  moving  for  the  papcia,  or  con- 
fine himself  ^0  a  statement  that  ^ght  attraa  the  attention  of 
the  house.  His  reason  for  hsiving  adopted  the  latter  course  was, 
because  he  thought  the  papen^  mien  produced^  would  not  shew 
the  government  and  the  conntrjr  in  any  advantageous  light. 
It  was  not  creditable  to  seek  redness  by  indirect  means,  through 
the  interccttion  or  mediation  of  other  powers^  yrbea  it  on^t 
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to  have  been  insisted  upon  as  a  matter  of  direct  rigbt»   Bat  his 
hon,  friend  (Sir  Sidney  Smith),  the  gaUant  officer  on  the  bench 
behind  him,  was  of  opinion  that  the  pmduction  of  those  papers 
would  be  of  service  to  Capt.  Wri^t,  by  publishing  to  the 
country  and  to  Europe  the  circumstances  of  his  case ;  and» 
with  this  tiew,  he  meant  to  conclude^with  a  motion  for  the 
papers.    The  question  to  consider  iwas  first,  .what  wos  neces«- 
sary  for  this  country  to  do  in  Order  to  maintain  its  <lignity  and 
independence  ;  and  secondly,,  what  was  necess^  to  be  done 
with  a  view  to  the  relief  ot  Capt.  Wright*. .  As  ip  what  was 
necessary  to  the  country,  he  should  only  say,  that  Jtf  we  were 
once  to  confess  we  durst  not  retaliate,  it  wimki  be  amncfcnow- 
kdgment  of  inferiority,  which  might  in  the  end.fac  &t2L    «Aa 
to  the  second  object,  if  we  were  to  do  to  the  French  asi  tfaey 
did  to  us,  it  would  have  ancSsct on^the feelings o£the|^ublic 
in  France,  and  on  the  military,  and  Bonapafte  was  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  public  opinion*    Besides;  he  might  nowen^ertam 
more  generous  feelings  than  formerly,  havings  attained  the 
summit  of  his"  ambitiom    He  was  alive  to  &me>  and  not  is* 
•ensihletoreproach«  He  conUI  not  be  insensible  to  the  seproadi 
of  having  been  actuated  by  motives  of  personal  resentment 
against  a  gaUant  officer  whom  he.first  knew  at  Acre,  by  the 
share  he  had.  in  the  ever  glorious,  and:  memorable  exploit  ia 
defence  of  that  place.    The  French  rokrmay  therefbfBy  either 
from  the  influence  of  more  generous  feelings^  or  the  dbead  of 
the  odium  that  he.woetld  eaconnser.in  France  if  the  officers 
who  paight  faU  into  our  hands-should  be  treated  with  the  same 
jrigour  as  Gapt«  Wri^,  heHindncedto  alter  his  conduct  to  that 
g^lant  officer*  The  right  hon.  ge&tleman  concluded  bymoving. 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  house  copies  of  all  GorreapoDdence 
which  may  have  taken  place  be^w/pfn  his  majesty's  government 
and  the  French  government,  or  any  other  government,  on 
the  snfagect  of  the  treatment  or  exdiange  of  (^pt%  Wright,  late 
commander  of  die  Vitleego  sloop  of  war,  and  now  a  prisoner 
in  France.    *'»    .    .  '  > 

Sir  Sidfuy  Smith  seconded  this  motion^  and  in  douig  so  fell 
Aat  he  discharged  a  duty  whidi  be  owed,  not  only  to  the  gat« 
kmt  officer  in  question^  bot  to  ev€iry  officer  in  his  majesty's 
service,  and  to  the  country  at  large;-  He^poke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  Capt..  Wright,  as  a  man«nd  an  officer,  and  stated  diat 
one  ffreat  object  th^  this  motion  would  serve^  which,  in  his 
sund,  was  one  of  no  small:  ceooideFarioa,  was,  that  it  would 
affinrd  some  consolation  to  that  galhmt^c^cer,  in  hisr  solitary 
dungeout  tofin4  that  bfi^was'notfiMrgotten  byhM  coontry..^ 
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Anotlicr  object,  ako,  to  which  this  motion  would  be  sobser* 
mm  was,  that  it  would  inform  the  present  ruler  of  France, 
should  he  have  received  no  official  information,  of  the  present 
state  of  Capt.  Wright,  and  of  th^  honest  indignation  of  this 
country  arising*  from  it.  The  gallant  officer  concluded  by 
reading  the  following  letter  from  an  officer  at  Verdun,  relative 
to  the  capture  of  Capt.  Wright's  vessel,  ftnd  seemed  to  feel  so 
much  of  the  friend,  in  reading  the  latter  part  of  it>  that  the 
house  could  not  help  participating  in  his  feelings. 

"We-  have  at  length  arri^^  at  our  jrface  of  rest  (Verdun), 
after  a  fatiguing  march  of  near  tight  hundred  miles.  Captain 
Wright  was  separated  from  us  at  Vannes,  and 'the  men  were 
afterwards  taken  from  us  at  Verneuil :  we  were  then  con- 
veyed to  Paris,  and  lodged  in  the  Abbaye;  as  soon,  however, 
as  it  beicame  dark,  we  were  removed  to  the  Temple,  where  we 
were  confined  seven  weeks,  three  of  which  we  passed  in  solitary 
confinement. 

•'  As,  perhaps,  you  have  not  heard  the  particulars  of  our 
being  taken,  1  will  give  you  a  short  account.  During  our 
long  cruise  in  Quiberon  bay  we  were  continually  engaged  with 
the  numerous  gun-boats  that  passed  from  one  port  to  another 
with  convoys,  but  having  no  pilot,  and  they  keeping  close  in 
shore,  we  were  unable  to  do  aiiy  thing  decisive ;  we,  however, 
to6k  two  unarmed  vessels,  one  a  schooner,  laden  with  flour,  &c. 
and  the  other  a  national  lugger,  with  2000  oars  for  the  gun- 
boats ;  this  last,  from  our  want  of  men,  we  were  obliged  to 
destroy ;  the  other  arrived  saCe  in  England.  The  day  before 
we  were  taken,  we  drove  a  sioop  and  a  lugger  ashore,  near  St. 
Gelda*s.  On  the  morning,  at  day-light,  we  discovered  a  num- 
ber of  vessels  coming  out  of  the  Morbihan,  and  a  corvette  of 
1 8  long  1 8-pounders  lay  at  anchor  close  in  shore.  The  Vincego 
was  at  this  time  becalmed  in  a  strong  tides  way,  which  drifted 
us  close  on  a  rock,  which  was  avoided  by  dropping  our  anchor; 
when  the  tide  slacked,  having  taken  a  poor  man  from  a  fishing 
boat  as  pilot,  we  attempted  to  take  the  Tenuis  Passage,  but^ 
from  his  fears  or  ignorax^ce,  he  was  of  no  use,  and  went  down 
below.  We  now  trusted  to  chance.  We  were  in  a  narrow 
and  intricate  passage,  without  an  air  of  wind ;  numerous  gun* 
boats  coming  rapidly  up  with  us ;  our  men,  who  had  been  up 
all  night,  and  had  laboured  three  hours  at  the  oars  in  a  sultry 
xnomingy  were  quite  exhausted ;  and  finding  escape  impossiUe, 
the  captain  ordere4  the  ship's  broadside  to  be  swept  to„  and  an 
engagement  was  kept  up  against  such  fearfrd  odds,  for  more 
than  two  hours^  when  our  firing  almost  wholly  ceased,  three  of 

the 
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the  guB$  being  dismounted,  and  the' rest  incumbered  with 
lumberi  from  the  falling  of  the  booms,  their  supporter  having 
been  shot  away.  The  men  failing  fast,  the  foremast  nearlf 
shot  away,  and  the  vessel  nearly  sinking,  Capt.  Wright  was 
forced  to  hail  that  he  had  struck,  just  in  time  to  save  the  lives 
of  the  few  that  could  keep  the.  deck,  as  the  gufi^boots  were 
rowing  up  alongside,  with  numerous  troops  to  board.  He  him* 
self  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  early  in  the  action  by  a. grape 
shot,  but  never  left  the  deck.  We  lament  his  aeparatioo  from' 
usj  as  we  would  the  absence  of  owe  dearest  fiiend.  His  man- 
ners are  those  of  a  perfect  gentleman,  his  abilities  of  the  first 
class,  and  his  bravery  only  equalled  by  his  geuerosity  and  hu-^ 
nnnity*  InKis  deportment  to  his  inferiors  he  appears  in  the 
most  amiable  point  of  view,  it  being  that  of  a  kind  and  bene^ 
volent  father.  Indeed,  I  have  not  words  to  express  my  admi- 
ration of  his  character.'* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  sort  of  objection  to 
the  production  ot  the  papers  moved  for  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  As  there  was  no  objection  to  their  productions 
it  was  not  desirable  to  make  any  observation  upon  them  ia 
the  present  instance.  -  When  the  papers  should  be  on  theta*- 
ble,  the  house  would  be  able  to  judge  of  what  had  been  doncj^ 
as  well  as  whether  any  further  steps  were  necessary :  but,  as 
the  motion  theix  stood,  it  appeared  to  him  that  some  additional 
papers  were  necessary,  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  fully  be« 
fore  the  house. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  as  also,  on  the  motion  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  there  be  laid  before  tlie. 
house,  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  William  Marsden,  esq»  to  Ed- 
ward Cooke,  esq.  dated  June  17,  18045  also  of  the  letter  of 
Edward  Cooke,  esq.  to  William  Marsden,  esq..dat«d  August 
2Sth,  18049  in  answer  to  the  former. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  the  house  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  indemnity  bill,  and  the  bill  for 
continuing  the  proceecUngs  on  the  impeachment  of  Lord 
Melville,  notwithstanding  any  prorogation  or  dissohitionof . 
parliament.  .  .  " 

(  NAVY   BOARD. 

Sir  Andrew  Hamond^  pursuant    to  notice,  moved,   that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  . 
commissioners  of  the  navy,  in  answer  to  the  third  report  of  ^ 
the  commissioners  of  rjaval  inquiry. 

The  Speaker  observed,   that  it   was  usual  to  allow  hon. 

members» 
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'  members^  when  affected  by  any  particalar  cfaarg<  to  be  lieard 
in  their  justification,  or  to  present  a  petition  on  the  subject. 
It  was  ^so  competent  to  the  house  to  order  any  official  docu^ 
ment  from  any  department  of  the  executive  government.  Bat 
it  would  be  for  the  house  to  consider  how  far  the  papcf  moved 
for  by  the  hon.  baronet^  being  a  memorial  from  the  conunis- 
sSoners  of  the  navy,  was  or  was  not  of  either  descripticMi. 

Sir  Andrew  Hanumi  observed,  by  what  had  £dlen  from  the 
chair,  that  his  motion  was  irregular,  and  expressed  his  willing* 
ness  to  move  for  the  paper  either  as  a  petition  or  a  letter. 

The  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  thought  that  the  rq;ular 
mode  would  be  to  move  for  a  copy  of  die  letter  of  the  admi«- 
ralty,  inclosing  the  memorial  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy. 

The  Speaker  agreed,  that  in  that  shape  the  paper  wpuld 
come  under  the  description  of  an  official  document* 

Mr.  William  Diclimon  stated  the  reason  why  the  admiralty 
commissioners  had  not  laid  the  memorial  before  the  house  to 
be,  that  it  was  a  memorial  from  the  ccynmissioners  of  the 
navy  to  the  house,  transmitted  to  them  Tor  their  inspection^ 
and  they  had  thought  it  would  come  more  regularly  before 
the  house  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  had  heard  with  pleasure  what  had  fallen  from 
the  chair.  A  memorial  could  not  be  presented  as  a  petition^ 
because  no  prayer  was  to  be  found  in  it.  He  thought  it  rather 
extraordinary  that  the  third  report  of  naval  inquiry  should 
I^ve  been  two  years  on  the  table,  without  any  notice  having 
been  taken  of  it ;  and  that  now^  on  the  day  preceding  the 
expected  separation  of  parliament,  a  motion  should  be  made 
for  the  production  of  a  memorial  in  answer  to  it.  This  motion 
ought  to  4bave  been  made  earlier  in  the  session^  when  the 
whole  subject  ihould  have  been  taken  into  consideration. 
Were  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  preparing  answers 
to  all  the  reports  ?  Did  tkey  mean  to'  answer  the  sixth  reports 
which  contained  serious  charges  against  them^  by  memorial  ? 
The  more  manly  and  candid  way  would  have  been  to  have 
moved,  that  the  report^  taken  into  consideration. 

Sir  Andrew  Hamond  repeated  the  reasons  assigned  by  him 
on  a  former  occasion,  for  not  having  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward before.  He  had  lost  no  time,  after  the  report  had  beei^ 
laid  before  the  house^  in  acquainting  the  first  lord  of  the  ad^ 
'  miralty,  that  the  navy  board  wished  to  have  the  charges  upoo 
them  fully  investigated,  but  he  could  not  obtain  his  consent 
to  lay  the  memorial  before  the  house. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  GiUi  observcil,  that  when  the  memorial  had  been  laid 
before  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  in  answer  to  the  first 
report,  it  was  considered  by  hiai  so  oflFensive,  that  he  said 
if  it  were  laid  before  the  house,  he  should  look  upon  it  as  a 
personal  insult. 

The  Chanceltor  of  the  £xcheqtier —Then  if  he  said  that  h« 
would  have  looked  upon  the  production  of  the  memorial  ill 
answer  to  the  first  report  as  a  personal  insult,  that  was  a  rea-* 
son  wliy  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  should  not  consult  hiftt 
on  the  subject  of  the  memorial  in  answer  to  the  th^rd  report. 

Sir  C,  AI.  Pole  thought  it  necessary  to  guard  the  house  and 
the  public  against  the  eiFect  of  receiving  a  memorial  which 
was  but  the  assertion  of  persons  against  whom  serious  charges 
existed,  for  a  neglect  of  their  duty.  He  did  not  mean  to  ob- 
ject to  the  motion,  but  the  papers  moved  for  contained  only 
the  assertions  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  and  not  on 
oath.  •  The  commissioners  of  inquiry  had  discharged  their 
duty  with  zeal  and  fidelity,  in  the  arduous  task  that  had  been 
intrusted  to  them,  and  under  peculiar  difficuhies.  From  the 
Calumnies  that  were  thrown  out  against  them  in  the  house,  and 
perhaps  out  of  it,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  carry  on  the? 
business  for  which  they  had  been  appointed.  They  had  dis- 
Aarged  their  duty  under  the  bill  till  within  a  few  hours,  io. 
the  investigation  df  truth,  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
saying,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  go  on.  He  hoped 
the  house  would  find,  before  next  session  of  parliament,  per- 
sons nwe  capable  of  doing  the  business :  he  was  sure  they 
could  not  find  any  that  would  do  it  with  more  zeal. 

The  Secretary  at  Jf^ar  wished  to  know  who  ever  doubted  the 
zeal  of  thphon.  gentleman  ?  The  question  now  was,  whether^ 
when  serious  charges  were  preferred  against  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy,  they  should  be  alldwcd  to  give  in  their  answer 
to  such  charges  ?    • 

Sir  Andrew  Hamond  would  not  object  to  the  motion,  pro-^ 
vided  the  memorial  was  not  to  be  considered  as  an  answer  to 
the  reportj  being  only  assertions,  without  the  sanction  of  an 
oath. 

The  Attorney  General  thought  the  "memorial  could  Hot  be 
considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  answer  to  the  report. 
The  house  could  not  know  on  what  grounds  the  commis- 
sioners of  naval  inquiry  could  not,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  baro* 
net,  proceed  with  the  business  of  their  inquiry.  It  was  compe^ 
tent  to  any  hon.. member  to  move  that  any  of  the  reports  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

V^U  III,  1805.  4H  Mr. 
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Mr,  yohnstone  and  Mr.  Canning  made  a  few  observations, 
when  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EARI.   ST.  VINCENT. 

Mr.  Klnnairdy  in  the  absence  of  an  hon.  admiral,  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  account  shewing  the 
number  of  ship  Wrights  and  apprentices  employed  in  hisrmajes- 
ty's  dock  yards,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1804,  together  with 
several  other  papers,  with  a  view  to  the  discussion  on  Mr. 
Jeffery's  motion  \  which  were  severally  ordered* 

FINANCIAL    PROPOSITIONS. 

Mr.  Johnstone  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  resuming  the 
debate  on  the  resolutions  of  finance. 

Mr.  Johnstone  then  moved  one^  of  his  resolutions,  after  2 
brief  statement,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
agreed  in  most  of.his  resolutions. 

The  Chattcelhr  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  objection  to  agree  to 
.many  of  the, hon.  gentleman*s  resolutions  in  precisely  the  same 
words,  and  others  of  them  he  proposed  to  alter  the  form  of. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  put,  and  such  of  the 
.original  ones  as  were  to  be  altered,  were  got  rid  of  by  the 
previous  question,  and  those  proposed  by  the  chanceUor  of 
the  exchequer  agreed  to  in  their  stead.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

,  FRIDAY,  JULY  12. 

As  soon  as  the  lords  authorized  by  his  majesty's  commis- 
sion to  give  the  royal  assent  to  certain  bills,  and  to  prorogue 
the  parliament,  had,  in  full  robes,  taken  their  seats,  the  deputy 
gentleman  usher  of  the  black  rod  was  dispatched  to  desire  the 
attendance  of  the  commons. 

Upon  the  commons  appearing  at  the  bar,  %vith  the  Speaker 
^  at  their  head,  the  commission  was  read,  and  the  royal  assent 
was  given  to  Trotter*s  indemnity  bill,  the  Athol  annuity  billj 
the  smuggling  prevention  bill,  the  members'  privilege  billy 
and  several  other  public  and  private  bills.  After  which  the 
Lord  Chancellor  read  the  following  speech : — 

**  My  Lords  and  GentletTun, 

"  We  have  it  in  command  from  his  majesty  to  express  the 

satisfaction  with  w)ikh  he  has  observed  the  proofs  you  have 

given 
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given  in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  of  your  constant  re- 
gard for  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  interests  of  his  do- 
minions; and  particularly  the  measures  which  you  have 
adopted  for  strengthening  his  majesty's  hands  at  this  impor- 
tant conjuncture,  by  the  augmentation  of  the  disposable  mili- 
tary-force of  the  kingdom. 

•*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  cf  Commons^ 

**  His  majesty  has  directed  us  particularly  to  thank  you  ifi 
his  majesty's  name  for  the  zeal  and  liberality  with  which  you 
have  granted  the  large  supplies  which  the  necessity  of  jthe 
public  has  required. 

*^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"  His  majesty  has  not  yet  been  enabled  to  communicate  to 
you  the  result  of  the  negotiations  in  which  he  is  engaged  - 
tvith  powers  on  the  continent ;  but  you  may  rest  assured 
that  no  step  will  be  omitted  on  his  majesty's  part,  for  pro- 
moting such  a  concert  as  may  afford  the  best  prospect  of  re* 
storing  general  and  permanent  tranquillity  \  or  may,  if  neces- 
sary, furnish  the  means  of  repelling  with  vigour  the  continued 
encroachments  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  which 
threaten  every  day  more  and  more  the  liberty  and  independ- 
ence of  aU  the  nations  of  Europe." 

Then  a  commission  for  proroguing  the  parliament  was 
read ;  after  which  the  I^ord  Chancellor  said, 

*^  My  JUords  and  Genileme;t, 

**  By  virtue  of  his  majesty's^ commission  under  the  great 
seal,  to  us  and  other  lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in 
his  majesty's  name,  and  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  pro- 
rogue this  parliament  to  Thursday,  the  twenty-second  day  of 
August  next,  to  be  then  here  holden  j  and  this  parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Thursday  the  twqnty-spcond  day  of 
August  next." 

The  commissioners  were,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lords  Camden  and  Hawkesbury. 

4  H  ^  HOUSE 
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FRIPAT,  JULY  12, 
NAVY  BOARD. 

Mr.  Wm.  Dickiii$on  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  presented^ 
pursuant  to  order,  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  tlie  commission-- 
f  rs  of  the  navy  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  enclosing  a  me^ 
morial  from  the  conimiaakiaers  of  the  navy  oi»  the  subject  of 
,tte  third  report  from  the  comn^issioners  of  naval  mquiry* 

On  the  motion  that  this  letter,  &c.  should  be  laid  on  the 
taWc, 

Mr^  Kinnaird  rose  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  4oca-r 
xnent  of  this  nature  should  have  been  brought  before  the 
house  at  this  very  late  period  of  the  session,  aud  his  regret 
that  he  should,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  feel  himself  obliged  to 
interrupt  the  tranquillity  of  the  house  by  opposing  the  present 
motion.  It  was  in  his  mind,  and  ht  beUcnted  in  that  oi  every*^ 
ikspassionate  man,  a  matter  of  astonishment,  that  this  papes 
should  have  been  brought  forward  that  day,  in  precisely  the 
same  objectionable  form  whid^  ^rged  gentlemen  to  resist  the 
order  for  its  production  the  preceding  day.  After  the  obserw 
vation  which  the  home  had  heasd  from  the  chair,  the  cir* 
cumstance  was  peculiarly  remarkable.  But  the  hen.  g^tle^ 
man  who  made  the  motion,  seemed  to  iq&agine  that  his  li^* 
miity  had  contrived  to  evade  the  objections  of  the  chair  ^ 
that  hon.  gentleman  probably  fancied  riiat  by  cnclosiag  the 
meinorial  of  the  navy  board  in  a  letter  to  tbs  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty, every  difficulty  as  to  form  was  obviated^  He,  how* 
ever,  conceived  that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken,  and 
that  mistake,  as  it  related  to  the  proper  form  of  presenting 
'papers  to  that  house,  which  was  a  consideration  by  no  means 
unimportant,  was  in  his  judgment  fittal  to  this  SEiotion.  It 
was  insulting  to  the  house  to  attempt  to  press  the  introduction 
of  a  paper  in  this  shape,  and  the  attempt  itself  was,  under 
such  circumstances,  a  most  unworthy  expedient.     What !  to 

~  make  the  admiralty  the  channri  of  communication  with  that 
house )  to  make  a  correspondence  with  the  one  the  mode  of 
addressing  the  other.  Tvhe  thing  was  not  to  be  allowed,  and 
he  trusted  the  same  objections  to' such  a  course  which  the 
house  had  heard  the  preceding  day  from  the  chair,  would  be 
again  pressed  that  day.  The  mode  of  procedure  resorted  to 
on  this  occasion,  the  hoa.  gentlennn  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
l}ctrayed  a  fear  of  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  navy  board. 

.* '       •  He 
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He  sincerely  believed  that  it  would  go  forth  to  the  counfiy 
thft  such  a  fear  was  entertained,  that  the  navy  board,  fat  from 
being  anxious  for  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  sought  the  shel« 
ter  of  official  authority*  and  were  forward  to  avail  themselves 
of  expedients.  Independently  of  the  reasons  offered  the  pre- 
ceding day  against  the  production  of  these  papers,  the  hon. 
gentleman  o'oserved,  tha^  an  afgument  sufficiently  strong  to 
justify  opposition  had  since  occurred*  The  house  had  heard 
a  declaration  from  one  of  the  respectable  commissioners  of 
naval  inquiry,  (Sir  C.  Pole)  which  served  to  shew  how  much 
the  calumny  of  office  was  employed  to  depreciate  that  highly 
meritorious  commission.  To  refiite,  to  expose  the  injustice 
of  such  calumny,  nothing  but  inquiry  was  necessary  with  re- 
spect tK>  the  naval  commissioners,  and  he  challenged  the  hon. 
baronet  (Sir  A*  S.  Hamond)  to  enter  upon  it,  not  in  any  ir- 
regular clandestine  nKinner-«*not  under  the  patronage  of  office, . 
but  in  the  &ce  of  day,  and  before  a  committee  of  that  house. 
Before  such  a  committee,  before  any  fair  tribunal,  the  com- 
missioaers  of  naval  inquiry  were  ready  to  submit  their  con* 
duet  to  the  fullest  and  closest  investigation.  They  wished  for 
inquiry,  in  order  to  guard  against  misrepresentation^  in  oidcr 
to  provide  against  the  impression  whicJi  the  insinuations  of 
gentlemen  on  the  treasury  bench  were  calculated  to  produce. 
The  nature,  indeed,,  of  such  insinuations  was  such>  that,  com<« 
Uned  with  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  naval  com« 
missioners,  and  the  obloquy  to  which  they  were  subjeaed 
through  the  activity  of  official  slander,  it  peculiarly  behoved 
the  house  to  take  care  that  no  document  should  go  abroad^ 
^uch,  probably,  as  that  to  which  the  motion  referred,  which 
might  in  aay  degree  tend  to  give  the  warrant  or  aothority  of 
its  name  to  any  censure  upon  the  naval  commissioners.  If 
such  censure  were  pronounced,  if  the  prejudices^of  those  who 
had  such  ample  means  of  infordng  their  slandeirs  were  sup- 
ported by  the  authority  of  that  house,  there  was  but  too  much 
reason  to  apprehend  that,  befisre  next  sessions,  the  country 
might  be  deprived  of  the^serviccs  of  those  eminently  deserving 
men,  wbo  never  could  be  deprived  of  the  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen,  and  who  possosed,  he  was  fully  satisfied,  the 
approbation  of  a  decided  majority  of  that  house,  and  the  con-, 
fidence  of  all  the  intelligent  impartial  men  in  the  country. 
This  consideration  would,  he  trusted,  in  addition  to  the  con-, 
sciousness  of  their  own  rectitu^  induce  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  naval  commission  to  look  down  with  scorn  on 
f  heir  calumaiEators,  and,  spurning  the  effi^rts  used  to  impede 

theif 
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thdr  exertions,  to  prosecute  the  course  in  which  they  had  been  ^ 
heretofore  engaged  so  much  to  their  own  honour  and  the  ^ 
public  benefit.  .  * 

*  The  hon.  member  alluded  to  some  of  the  arguments  used 
the  preceding  day,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  S. 
Bourne,  who  pronounced  that  kind  of  allusion  disorderly. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  it  was  not  correct  to  refer  to  ar- 
guments used  in  a  former  debate. 

•  Mr^  Kinnaird  resumed.     It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
opposite,  'that  an  anxiety  had  been  shewn  to  avoid  any  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  ot  the  late  admiralty  board  by  the  dis- 
position which  was  manifested  to  resist  the  introduction  of  this 
piiper.     In  answer  to  this  he  should  declare,  that   nothing 
could  be  more  consonant  to  the  wish  of  that  board,  than  that 
a  full  and  fair  investigation  of  their  conduct  should  be  insti-. 
tuted.     But  what  investigation  ?  what  inquiry  1    One  by  this 
house :  not  merely  the  calumnious  assertions  of  persons  novr 
in  office.     It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  great  reproach  to  the  gen* 
tlemen  opposite  ;  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  derogatory  to 
their  character,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  demand  an  * 
inquiry,  (a  proper  inquiry)  by  a  committee  of  the  house  c^ 
commons.     He  regretted  more  particularly,  after  the  decia-* 
ration  made  by  the  hon.  baronet  last  night,  that  they  had  not 
enough  of  fairness  in  their   disposition,  or  of  confidence  in 
their  innocence  to  demand  such  an  inquiry.   He  considered  it 
as  very  extraordinary,  that  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session 
such  a  memorial  should  be  presented  at  all ;  he  should  con- 
sider it  stil}  more  extraordinary  if  it  were  receitred  after  what 
had  been  declared  from  the  chair  the  preceding  night,  that* 
this  was  liot  the  proper  mode  of  presenting  suck  a  memorial. 

Sir  A.  S.  Hamond  spoke  to  order.     He  appealed  to  the 
Speaker,  whether  or  not  the  mode  in  which  the  memorial 
had  been  presentee)  was  not  in  strict  conformity  to  his  obser-- 
vationsl  ' 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  way  in  which  the  memorial 
had  been  originally  oficred,  he  had  certainly  urged  as  an  ob- 
jection, that  it  was  irregular  in  such  a  manner  to  receive  the 
memorial  of  individuals.  He  had  then  stated  two  ways  by 
which  the  facts  contained  in  that  memorial  could  be  intro- 
duced to  the  knowledge  of  the  house.  The  first  was  by  means 
of  a  petition  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  pleading 
grievances  and  praying  for  redress  ;  the  other  by  moving  for 
the  production  of  such  official  correspondence  as  might  con- 
tain the  matter  which  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  lay  before 

the 
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the  house.  On  the  30th  of  April  last  a  similar  mode  had 
been  adopted,  in  conformity  to  which  the  motion  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  had  been  framed. 

Air.  Sheridan  requested  that  the  debate  might  be  suspended 
for  a  few  mimites,  to  allow  him  to  present  a  petition  from 
Captain  Wood,  relative  to  the  cpnduct  of  Admiral  Duckworth 
in  the  West  Indies ;  but  a  message  from  the  lords  being  an- 
nounced, 

The  Speaker  remarked,  that  nothing  was  more  strictly  in 
order  than  to  allow  of  the  admission  of  the  messenger  even 
in  the  midst  of  a  debate. 

The  messengers  being  accordingly  admitted,  they  informed 
the  house  that  the  house  of  Idrds  had  taken  into  consideration 
the  answer  of  the  commons  to  their  message^  requesting  the 
commons  would  communicate  to  them  the  evidence  on  which 
they  had  been  induced  to  accede  to  the  prater  of  the  Duke 
.of  Athol's  petition,  and  that  th^y  had  been  directed  to  ac- 
quaint the  house  of  commons,  that  the  purport  of  the  request 
was  to  obtain  information  of  the  grounds  of  their  proceeding; 
and  that  the  lords  conceived  that  the  custom  of  parliament  au- 
thorized their  requesting  evidence  touching  the  bills  passed  by 
the  house  of  commons. 

The  messengers  being  virithdrawn,  it  was  ordered,  on  the 
motion  of  Lord  Glcnbervie,  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
lords,  intimating  that  their  request  was  not  warranted  by  the 
custom  of  parliament  or  the  privileges  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, from  which  they  were  determined  never  to  depart. 

The  usher  of  the  black  rod  then  made  his  appearance, 
and  desired  the  attendance  of  the  house  in  the  house  of 
peers,  to  hear  the  lords  commissioners  give  theroyal  asseht 
to  several  public  and  private  bills,  and  prorogue  parliament. 

The  Speaker,  with  the  whole  of  the  members  present,  went 
tip  accordingly  to  the  house  of  lords,  and  on  his  return,  calling 
round  the  table  the  members,  read  to  them  a  copy  of  the 
speech  (for  which  sec  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  lords), 
1  he  members  then  separated. 
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PUBLIC   ACTS. 


The  following  BILL$  received  the  Royal  Affcnt  in  the  conrk  of  tJtm 
Third  StlTioD  of  iIm  Second  Piurliameot  ot  the  United  Kinedani  ol* 
Gicat  Britaio  and  Ireland. 


February  7,  1805. 

AN  act  for  continuing  and  granting  to  hit  Majefty  certain  duties  upon 
malt  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  tijjic 
Ikondred  and  five. 

An  act  for  continuing  and  granting  to  hit  Majeffy  a  dtiftyon  penfaws,  ' 
ftffieet*  and  peribnal  eftatei,  in  Bngland»  and  certain  duties  on  fugar,  nteU* 
•tobaccoy  and  iiiuff,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year^ne  thou- 
fiuod  eight  hundred  and  five. 

An  act  to  remedy  certain  omiflions  in  an  zB,  pafTed  in  the  fall  feflroti' 
«if  Farliament,  intituled  **  An  tft  for  the  relief  of  tCettdn  hifolvtot 
dcbtora." 

FlBRUARy  la. 

An  aft  for  raifipg  the  fum  of  three  miilions  by  loans  or  Exchequer  blJla, 
for  the  tesvice  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one  llioulaiui  ci^  hundred 
and  Bve.  .       .  ^ 

An  aft  for  explaining  and  amending  an  aft,  made  in  the  forty  third - 
year  of  ht«  prcfent  Majefty,  for  ccnfoTidating  ctrtain  cf  the  proVifions 
tontaii>ed  in  any  aft  or  afts  relating  to  tlie  duties  under. the 'ioitDagenui}i  - 
of  the  commifRoners  for  the  aRairs  of  taxes,  and  for  ameodixig  tbefaine^, 
£6  far  as  relates  to  the  |)ower  of  afting  a«  comonifnoncra   iu  certJMA 
diftriftf.  ...        '.  *  . 

An  act  to  continue,  until  fix  wrecks  after  the  conimuicement  of  ttic* 
nrxt  feiiion  of  Parliament,  an  aft,  made  in  the' Jail  fcfllon^f  Paraaisciity 
for  continuing  an  aat  to  empower  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  c^^r  f  hi^'gq^MS>yv 
nor  or  c^overnors  of  Ireland,   to  appreh<rnd  and  detain   fuch  piribnt  «s 
fae  or  they  (hall  fufpeft  for  conj^iri(^^9^n(l  his  Majefty *s  pcribq  and 
goTemment. 

An  aft  to  indcmnjfy.fuch  p^rfons  fn  <ht  ITnitcd  KH^gdomns-harrotrttt- 
ted  to  qualify  ihemlelvci  forofikts  and  employments,  aini  for  exttmiing- 
tbe  times  hmtted  for  thofe  ptinsofts  refpeftitely,  nntU  the  twrmy- fifth  day* 
of  December  one  tlioufind  eight  hundred  and  five  %  and  to 'permit  (urh 
perfont  in  Gicat  Britain  aa  have  omitted  to  make  and  file  affidavits  of  thc^ 
cxecotion  of  indenturet  of  clerks  to  attornies  and  folicitors  to  make  and* 
iile  the  fame,  on  or  before  the  fiift  day  of  Michaelmas  term  one  ihcufandu 
eight  btiadrad  and  five. 

An  act  to  indemnify  all  perfons  employed  in  the  difpofal  of  ccals  in  the 
onl  market  in  the  city  of  London,  who  have  incurred  penalties  uifder 
CtftgiD  provifiont  of  an  iaft  made  in  the  forty- third  year  of  bis  prefent 

Kiajefty, 
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puBLie  ACTS.  tfep 

Mrfcftj*  for  cMdiASng  a  free  maritet  iii  »he  city  of  Londkm  fbr  flie  hk  of 
ooolit  mm!  lor  prrpemifig  fniidf  and  impoittioiit  in  the  vend  and  ddivo^ 
of  all  coalt  brovght  into  tke  port  of  London  within  certain  placet  thereiii 


An  aft  to  continue  and  amend  an  aft,  P^^  >^  ^^?  ferenteenth  jrear  of 
llia.prefent  Majeftyy  for  repairing  the  road  from  the  tows  of  Derbji  tbrongll 
Aihbome»  to  Hunlloe  Houfe,  in  the  county  of  Derby* 

.  Makch  X. 

An  aft  for  amending  aq  aft»  pafled  in  the  hft  feflion  oF  Parilament^ 
lor  granting  additional  nnnuitiea  to  the  proprietort  of  ftock,  created  by 
two  afti,  pafled  in  the  thirty-ferenth  and  forty-ibcond  Tears  of  his  pre» 
IbitMajifty. 

An  aft  for  allowing  veflfela  tmployad  in  the  Greenland  whale-fifhery  to 
complete  their  full  number  of  men  at  certain  ports  for  the  prcfent  fea(bn» 

An  aft  for  repiiring  feveral  roads  leading  to  and  from  the  town  o£ 
"^Crewkcmey  in  the  coanty  of  Someriet. 

March  xx. 

An  act  for  railing  the  fum  of  twenty-two  millions  fivt  hundred  thoufiuad 
pounds  by  way  of  annuities. 

An  act  for  granting  certain  additional  rates  and  duties  in  Great  Britaui 
€0  ^be  conveyance  of  letters. 

An  set  for  making  further  prorifion  for  the  cffeftual  performance  nC 
quarantine.  # 

Aa  act  to  enable  the  company  of  proprktora  of  the  canal  mnrigatipii 
fW>m  Manchester  to  Bolteni  and  to  Bury,  to  raife  money  to  complete 
the  fam^. 

An  act  to  enable  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Surrey  iron  railway 
to  raife  a  further  Turn  of  money  for  completing  the  faid  railway^  isnd  thfi 
works  thereunto  belonging. 

An  aft  to  enlarge  the  term  and  powers  of  twp  afts,  pafled  in  the  twcnty- 
Btnth  year  of  bis  late  Majefty,  anci  the  feventh  year  ot  bisprefent  Majeity» 
for  makbg  a  road  firom  the  call  Ikle  of  the  parifh  of  Saint  Matthew  Beth- 
aal  Green,  iit  the  county  of  Middlefex,  to  the  eaft  end  of  Cht](rch.{lreer» 
in  die  faid  parilh^'and  to  open  a  way  into  Shoreditchy  and  for  keeping  the 
fime  in  repair. 

An  aft  for  making  and  maintaining  a  road  from  HoDinwood,  in  the 
towndkip  of  Chadderton,  to  Featherftat!,  in  the  town(hip  of  Hundersfield» 
in  t\ft  county  palatine  of  Lancalhr,  and  for  miking  and  maincaiouig 
fihreral  branches  of  road  to  communicate  therewith* 

March  tf. 

Aa  eft  for  gnnting  to  his  litj/fttf  addittonal  duties  in  Great  Britain  on 
hfir6t9  oicd  in  riding  or  for  drawing  ecrtam  carriegts,  end  fqr  eonlblldatiilg 
the  laid  addicioenldetiee  with  the  preient  duties  thereon. 
:  An  eft  tor  granting  additional  duties  <m  faU  in  Greet  Britain* 
.  Aa  aftrfor  granting  to  hit  Majefty  addittonal  dutiee  to  Great  Britain  ^m ' 
the  aoKmnt  of  affeimenia  to  be  cbarg«k  en  tbt  pr efite  erifing  from  pro* 
pefty»  profefiions,  trAdcs»  and  offices. 

An  aft  for  puniAing  mutiny  and  delertion ;  and  for  the  belter  paynMeC 
el  the  armv  end. their  quarters. 
An  aft  tor  enabling  the  company  of  proprktora  of  tht  canal  nerigatioa* 
Voi,  XU.  1S05.  4  I  &Ma 
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from  MancKefter  to*or  near  Albton  uiuler  Lyne  and  01dhain»  ittore  cffee-. 
tusdlv  to  orovide  for  the  difcharge  of  th«ir  debts»  and  to  com|»lete  tbe  iM 
canaJy  and  the  cuts  and  worl^A  thereto  belonging. 

An  Z&.  for  enabling  the  company  of  proprietori  of  the  Peak  Foceft 
canaly  nioiie  effectually  to  provide  for  the  difcharge  of  tbeir  debtSi  and  to 
complete  the  faid  canal  j  and  the  cut*  rail  way  s^  or  atone  roadi^  and  other 
works  thereof. 

March  21. 

An  a£l  for  the  regulation  of  hit  Majefty*s  royal  marine  forces  whik 
«n  shore. 

March  15. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fix,  certain  rates  and  duties,  and  to  allow 
tertain  drawback'<«  and  bounties/upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  Im* 
ported  intoy  and  exported  from,  Ireland,  in  lieu  of  former  rates  and  duties^ 
drawbacks,  and  bounties. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majeftv,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Marck 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ux,  certain  inland  duties  or  ezcifc  and 
taxes  in  Ireland,  in  lieu  of  former  duties  of  excise  and  taxes. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majetty  certain  fUmp  duties  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  repealing  certain  duties  upon  letters  and  packets  Cent  by  the 
|>oft  within  Ireland,  and  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  theitof. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefly  a  duty  upon  malt  made  in  Ireland, 
and  upon  fpirirs  made  or  didilled  in  Ireland^  for  the  year  otie  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  five.    ^ 

'  An  aft  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Makh  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fix,  and  to  amend,  feveral  acts  for  regulating  the  draw, 
backs  and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  fugar  from  Ireland; 

An  aft  to  enable  the  lords  commlflioners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafary  of 
Great  Britain  to  iflue  Exchequer  bills,*  on  the  credit  of  fuch  aids  or  lup- 
plies  as  have  been,  or  fliall  be,  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  Icnriccof 
Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

An.  aft  for  further  continuing,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fix,  an  aft,  pafT^d  in  the  forty-third  year  of 
bis  prefent  Majefty,  for  dtfcontinuing  certain  drawbacks  and  bounties  on 
the  exportation  of  lugar  from  Great  Britain,  and  for  allowing  other  draw* 
backx  and  bounties  in  lieu  thereof.        .    . 

'  Ah  aft  to  continue' an  aft  for  fufpending  the  operation  qf  an  aft,  of  the. 
fsventeenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  reltraining  the  negotiation  •£ 
promiflbry  notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  under  a  limited  fum,  in  England, 
until  fix  months  after^the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 'peace. 

An  aft  for  continuing  feveral  laws  relating  to  the  permitting  the  ware, 
houfing  of  fpirits  in  Ireland  for  exportation ;  for  charging  a  duty  on  the 
fame  when  taken  out  for  home  confumption  ;  and  for  regulating  the  ex- 
portation to  Great  Britain  of  fpirits  notwarehouied,  until  the  twenty<*ntnth 
day  of  September  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  five ;  to  the  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  from,  and  permitting  the  importation  tp.  Great  Bri- 
tain, of  corn,  and  for  allowing  the  importation  of  other  articles  of  pro- 
vifion  withotft  payment  of  duty,  -and  to  the  prohibiting  the  exportation 
from  Ireland  of  corn  or  potatoes,  or  other  provifions,  and  to  the  per- 
mitting the  importation  into  Ireland  of  com,  fifh,  and  provifions,  without 
payment  of  duty,  until  the  iwcnty.fifth  day  of  March  one  tboulkiid  eight- 
Wndnd  and  fix. 

April 
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April  5* 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majeiiy  additional  dutiet,  within  Great  Bri. 
tain,  on  certain  goods,  watvs,  and  merchandize,  imported  into,  or  brought 
or. carried  coaftwife. 

An  a£^  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  feveral  additional  dutiei  of  exciie  in 
Grrat  Britain. 

An  a^  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  ftamp  duties  in  Great  Bri- 
tain  on  certain  legacies. 

An  aft  for  more  effeftually  repairing  and  improving  the  road  fonot  a 
place  called  Nightinnles,  in  the  townAiip  of  Heath  Chamock,  to  the 
bridge  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town  of  Bolton  in  the  Moors,  ia  the  c«  iiiity 
palatine  of  Lanf after,  and  other  roads  therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the.term,  and  alterine  and  enlarging  the  pr  wert, 
of  two  afts,  parted  in  the  thirty-firft  year  of  his  late  Majtfty^  a:  d  the 
ninth  year  of  his  preftmt  Majefty,  for  amending  the  road  leading  fitxti 
-Pengate  to  Latchett*8  Bridge,  and  other  roads  therein  defcribed,  in  ttie 
county  of  Wilts,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relate  to  the  firft  diftrift  of  road 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  amending  other  roads  near  or  adjoining  to  the 
faid  roads. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the  powers,* 
of  twoafts,  paOfed  in  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fcventh  years  of  nis  pre- 
cept Majefty,  for  maklx)\g  and  repairing  certain  roads  in  the  counties  of 
Clackmannan  and  Perth,  and  for  making  and  keeping  in  repair  feveral 
other  roads  communicating  therewith. 

An  aft  for  repealing  three  afts,  pafTed  in  the  twentieth,  twenty. fecond, 
:ind  twenty- iixth  years  of  the  reign  of  king  George  the  Second,  for  repair- 
ing  the  road  from  Stockton  upon  Tees  to  Darlington,  and  from  thence  to 
Baroard.caftle,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  for  more  eifeftually  repair* 
ing  tlie  fald  road. 

April  10. 

An  aft  for  allowing  a  certasBt  proportion  of  the  militia  in  Great 
Britain  voluntariJy  to  enlift  iato  his  Majefty's  regulai*  forces  and  royal 
marines. 

Ad  aft  to  make  valid  certain  l4cences,  granted  by  virtue  of  an  order  in 
council,  for  allowiog  ihe  importation  and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and 
merchandize  from  and  to  Spain  in  neutral  vtiTeli,  and  tor  indemnifying  all 
perfans  concerned  in  adviiing  fuch  orders  or  granting  or  afting  under 
J'uch  licences* 

An  aft  to  continue  unti^  the  firft  day  of  June  one  thoufand  eight  hun. 
dred  and  fix,  and  amend  an  a^,  pafled  in  the  thirty-fevemb  year  of  his 
present  Majefty's  leign,  for  canying  into  execution  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce  .and  navigation,  bstwacn  his  Majefty  and  the  United  States  of 
America.  , 

An  aft  to  permit  the  importation  of  goods  ^tid  commodities  from  coun- 
tries in  America,  belonging  to  any  foreign  European  Sovereign  or  State,  in 
neutral  (hips,  dui-ing  ti^  present  war,  and  untU  Cvl  months  afier  the  ratifi- 
cation  of  a. definitive  tieaty  of  peace.  ' 

An  sft  for  granting  to  foreign  (hips  put  uauler  his  Majefty *s  proteftioa 
the  privileges  of  prize  fhips,  under  ceriain  regulations  and  rcftri^ions* 
and  tor  alio  wing  aliens  in  foreign  colonies  furrendered  to  his  Majefty 
to  exercife  the  occupations  of  merchants  or  faftors,  during  the  prefent 
war,  and  until  fix  months  after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  o^* 
PfiSLCt.  4 1  a  An 
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An  aft  to  enable  the  Baft  India  company  to  appoint  the  rommandcr  lo 
chief  on  the  Bengal  eftabliftiment  to  be  a  neniber  of  the  council  of  Fort 
.WiUiiniiiQ^Bciii^lf  not^tthftlinding  Che  office  of  governor  gencnl  of 
Fort  William  and  the  office  of  commaader  Hi  chief  of  all  the  forces  in 
Ifidi»  bcine  Tcfted  in  the  fame  per(bn. 

Afk9£ttor  iadva^ing  th<miet  of  fobflftfence  Co  be  paid  to  innkaepera  and 
others  on  quartering  foMiers. 

.:   Ao  9&  ft^B  rqg'O&tin^  the  polite  of  the  city  of  EdSnbui]^  attd  the  ad- 
joining diftr.6lt,  and  for  other  porpofes  relating  thereto. 
'rrAo  ik^for  snaking  and  maintaining  a  read  IdKlih^  from  the  limita  of  the 
cfuvciei  of  .fidiabui^and  lanaiit  to  the  burgh  ot  Latiark^  in  thecotmty 
of  Lanark* . 

April  ii. 

An  ,98t  for  flowing  a  certain  (^roportloii  of  the  mSkie in  liidaj34  vofao- 
iarily  to  enlill  into  his  MajeftVs  torces,  and  rcwal  marines. 
* .  An  aft  to  coAt'^nue,  until  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  Septcmbac  oiw  thoa* 
fand  eight  hundred  and  fivCi  and  amend  an  a£V,  oMdeia  the  porlhunkait  of 
*  Ireland  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  prefencMi^eftyi  for  better  regulaciiig 
the  iflOuing  and  granting  of  permits  and  certificates  ^rthe  conveyance  ami 
protection  of  certain  excii«;able  Moda  therein  meotipocdy  and  to  pirvent 
frauds  by  dealers  ini  or  retailers  of,  fuch  goods*  fo  far  aathe  Atne  xtfyt&i 
permits  for  fpiritt  or  fpirituovf  liquors.  . .    . 

An  a6l  for  amending  an  a6t,.  paflcd  in  the  thirty -ihvaith  yeir  of  hir 
^^refcnt  MajeRy,  to  amend  and  render  more  eflfefiial  an  d€k^  made  in  the 
thirty.firft  ydar  of  his  late  Majefty^  for  the  due  making  of  toead,  and  to 
regulate  the  price  and  ailije  therfo^^  and, to  ponifii  per^na  who  (hall  adoU 
t^rate  meal,  floury  pr  breaxi)  h  far  aathe  fame  relatca  to  the  a^teajMT 
Tuakng  ot  bread  to  be' fold  in,  t|ie  .<C(ity  of  London  and  the- libcrtieo 
thereof  and  withtii  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  and  ten  miles «f  tho 
Royal  Exchange* 

'An  aa  to  enable  Robert  Bowver,  of  PaUMftU»  ta  the  city  of 'Wcl^' 
fnm(lrr»  Efq.  to  difpofe  of  his.  oolle^lion  df  paintmesjdrawhtgSy^afid  en- 
gravings ^  together  with  feveral  cofoai  Of  pertain  books  thenhi  moiiliOlied, 
by  way  of  chance,  .••■-•.    -  *  -    • 

An  a£l  for  continuing  the  term,  and  aUeimg*  and  arflaj^ing  ^he 
powers,  of  two  ads,  paned  in  the  fourth  and  t^enr^-fiNirlb  y^rs-of 
his  prefeni  Ma}efty>  for  repairing  the  road  from  Shiliingford,  in  tile  cotroly 
of  Oxford,  through  Wailingforcl  ,and  Pasigbomet  to- landing,  hi  the 
county  of  Berks  }.and  for  bi41di»g  a  bridge  over,  the  river  Thames^  at  Or  ' 
niaf  Shillingford  ferry. 

An  a6l  foi-  afTefilng  the  proprieiora  of  lando  In  the  ootmty  xji  Sutherland* 
towards  the  expence  of  iii^ng;^and  ilipporting  Bich  roods  and  bridged 
therein,  as  (hall  be  appro wi  of  by  the  Commiffioners,  apaofaited  by  so 
a6t  of  the  fgrty.thirdy£;ar  of  lus  prefent  Majesty^vfor  nnakingrbads  and 
building  bridges  in  the  highlands  of  Scotlan4|  for  making  ammpifceroad' 
from  Portinleik  to  the  Ord  i  and  converting  the  statotc  labour  cv  the  faid 
county  into  money* 

An  a6l  f^r  contiouing  the  teraiy  ami  altering  andcidarging  the  powers,' 
of  two  a^s^  paiTed  in  the  fecoiad  and  twenty^faurth  years  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  for  repairing  the  roada  ffon?  Kirby  Steven  High  Lane  Head,  in 
the  county  of  Weftmorland,  through  Sedbergh,  to  Greeta  BridgC}  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Lancafter,  ,and  orDef  roads  therein  mentioned  in  thefaid 
counties,  and  in  the  county  of  York. 
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An  aft  for  nlfing  tlie  fiim  of  one  million  €«•  Attoditd  tkMfindf  yaaniif 
Vy  way  of  annuities,  for  the  icrvtce  of  Jretond. 

An  a£t  to  amend  the  laws  for  improving,  and  kctping  in  ftpair,  ^»  ^oft 
roada  in  Ireland,  and  for  rendering  the  convcyaaot  of  lecuia  bf  bit  tti^af* 
ty*8  poft-office  more  fecure  and  expeditioua. 

An  aa  for  retraining  the  negotiation  of  certain  pfwniflory  kioCci  and 
inland  bills  of  exchange  in  Ireland. 

An  aA.to  extend  the  proviiiona  of  an  aC^,  ftnadt  in  the  laft  ftffionef 
Parliament,  for  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  certain  lilver  coin  itCn^A 
by  the  banks  of  England  and  Ireland  refpefttvely,  to  (ilver  piecaa  vnhicb 
may  be  iflued  by  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Ireland,  called 
tokens,  and  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  faid  tokens. 

An  a&  for  confirming  the  charter,  and  enlarging  the  powort  of  the^  in* 
corporation  of  the  officers  of  excife  in  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  the  prefervation  of  falmon  and  other  fiih  in  die  rivers  In  th« 
founiy  of  Caraaartben  and  county  of  the  borough  of  Carmarthen. 

An  aft /or  erefting  and  mamtatning  a  harbour,  docks,  and  other  works, 
SiAnlroi&n,  in  the  county  of  Ayr. 

•  An  aft  for  raifiog  a  further  Turn  of  money  for  the  improvement  of  the 
harbour  of  Leidw 

An  aft  for  the  making,  repairing,  lighting,  watching,  imd  watering 
certain  tog^M  firaai  the  bomugh  of  Plymouth  to  Stonehouic  Bridge  and 
Plymoufl^  Dock,  kk  the  caumy  of  Devon,  and  for  regulating  the  ftanda 
and  foret  of  iMckncy  coaches  and  carts  ollng  the  fome* 

Ad  aft  for  abmng,  amending,  and  confoUdating,  fever^  aftH  for 
ftpairing  tumpike  roads  in  the  coiintv  of  Ayr,  for  repairing  other  roadr 
therein,  and  tor  aaaktng  nwra  dfeftnal  the  ^atnte  labonr  in  the  fakl 
county. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term  and  altciing  the  powers  df  fo  mnch  of 
two  afts,  made  in  the  tvmfth  and  thirty^lccond  yeart  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jcftv*  as  relate  to  the  toad  from  Ingliflon  Bridge,  by  Biggar,  to  Leadhilt^ 
and  to  the  confinea  of  the  coonty  of  Lanark,  and  for  making  and  main* 
taining  a  continuation  of  the  foid  road  lirom  Dolphinton  to  the  confines  of 
tne- county  of  Edinbuigh. 

.  An  aft  for  continwng  the  term,  and  altering  and  entarginj^  the  powers,  ^ 
of  two  afts,  paffiKl  in  the  thirty-fteond  year  of  his  late  Majtstv,  ami  in 
the  feventh  ycai'  of  his  peefent  Majefty,  fo  for  as  the  fome  relate  to  the 
road  Jeadiiig  from  Grantham,  in  the  connty  of  Lincoln,  to  Nottingham 
Trent  bridge,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham. 

An  aft  to  continue  and  amend  t«'0  afts,  pafled  in  the  A^cond  and 
twenty. fourA  ycart  of  his  preicat  Majefty,  for  repairmg  the  road  from 
Caftle  Street,  at  the  end  of  the  town  of  Hindcley,  to  Lutterworth 
Town*$  Eod»  and  from  the  guide  poft  at  Walcot  Town^s  End,  in  the 
county  of  Le«cefltr»  to  the  eighty  mile  ftone  in  Welford  Fieki,  in  the 
county  of  Nonbampton. 

An  aft  to  enlarge  the  term  and  powers  ol  two  afts,  pafled  in  the  iecon<f 
and  twenty*fourth  years  of ^  hie  fwefent  majefty,  for  amending  the  road 
from  the  turnpike  road  at  or  near  Swindon,  to  Marlborougl^  and  from 
Marlborough  10  Everley,  in  the  coonty  of  Wilts. 

JVNB  5« 

An  aft  for  making  perpetual  certain  additional  duties  of  excife  on  wine 
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imported  into  Great  Britain»  granted  by  two  aA8»  pafled  in  tbe  fortf^ 
third  and  forty-f»urtb  years  of  his  prelcnt  Majefty.j  and  to  allovr  a  draw, 
hack' of  (he  faid  duties  to  admirals;  captains,  and  other  commifixoDed  of- 
ficers, for  wine  confnmed'  on*  board  his  Majetty*s  fliipi  of  war, 

'Aii^Sk  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  afit,  made  in  the  34th  year  of  his 
)>refiFnt  MajoAy,   as  exempts  slate,    the  value  thereof  fhall  not  exceed 
twenty  (hillings  per  ton^  brought  coaftwife  within  Great  Britatn^  from  the 
Hliity  thereby  granted. 

An  a£^  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  «£>,  made  in  the  4.3d  year  of  his 
|>reient  Majefty,  for  granting  a  contribution  on  the  profits  arifing  finooi 
property,  proviiions,  trades,  and  offices,  and  to  conibiidate  and  render 
morecmf^ual  tbe provifions  for  colle^ing  the  faid  duties.' 

An  a£i  for  appointing  commiifioners  for  putting  into  execution  an  aft 
of  this  fcffion  ot  Parliament,  for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Ms- 
je0y  a  duty  on  penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal  ellaies,  in  England,  and 
ceitain  duties  on  fugar,  malt,  tobacco,  and  fnuff,  iir  Great  Britain* 
lor  the  ferviee  of  the  year  one  thoul'arrd  eight  hundred  and  fivej  and 
afi  a£V,  m«d«  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  prefcfnt  Majefty,  f^ 
mnting  an  aid  to  his  Majtfty,  by  a  land  tax  to  be  raiM  in  Otcst 
Britain  I  for  the  ferviee  of  the  year  one  thonfand  feven  hundred  and 
liinety-cight. 

An  a£l  to  continue  until  the  end  of  the  next  fcfTion  of  Parliament,  and 
amend  an  afV,  madeinthe  forty.thinl  year  ot  his  prefent  Majesty,  for  ap. 
pointing  commiffioners  to  inc^uire  and  examine  into  any  ircegulariticsy 
frauds,  or  abufes,  which  are  or  have  been-  pf^^Ked  by  perlbtts  employed 
in  the  feveral  naval  departments  therein  mentioned. 

An  a6l  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  inquire  and  examine  into  the  ptiblie 
*cxp«nditure,  and  the  condu6^  of  pnbiic  bufinefs  in  the  military  depart- 
'ments  therein  mentioned  $  and  to  report  Itich  oblervations  as  ihall  occur 
to  them  for  corref^ing  or  preventing  any  abofcs  ami  irregularities,  and 
lor  tbe  better  condofiin^  and  managing  the  biifmd'aof  the  faiddcpart- 
mints,  to  contiDue  in  tforce  for  two  years,  and  f rum  thence  imtil  the  cx- 
^piration  of  fix  weeks  after  the  cummeneement  of  the  then  nexticffion  of 
Parliament. 

•  An  a6i  for  rrgtila^ng  licences  for  the  fale  of  fpirituous  liquors,  wine» 
beer,  ale,  and  cyder,  by  retail,  and  for  difcouraging  the  imm^eratenre  of 
.fpirituous  liquors  in  Ireland. 

An  a6t  fur  raifing  a  further  fam  of  money  for  carrying  into  exe^ntion 
■an  aft,  pa0cd  in  tlie  forty-fecond  year  of  his  preieiit  Majeity^  fpr  majcing 
additional  bafons  or  dockB  at  Kingfton  upon  Hull. 

An  2LSk  for  building  a  new  gau)  in  the  borough  of  Portfniouth,  tu  tile 
county  of  Southampton. 

An  a6^  to  enable  h.s  Majefty  to  grant  part  of  bis  Majefty's  allotment  of 
the  dil'aifctcl\ed  iorcil  or  chale  of  Ncedwood,  in  the  county  oif  Sufibrd» 
for  the  ei t^ion  of  a  church,  and  the  endowment  of  the  minifter  thereof^ 
and  for  building  and  titabliflting  the  facd  church. 

An  aft  tor  uUbli^ing  a  new  chu:ch  or  chapel  at  Blaenavon,  in  the 
parifii  uf  Lanover,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth. 

An  aft  tor  alttrtng  aod  amending  an  aft,  paflfetl  in  tlie  forty-firft  year  of 
his  prefent  Msjefty,  lor  enahiing  Cl^rlotta  Bethell,  widow,  to  make  and 
nuiiutaiu  a  U/ivigabie  canai  fiom  the  river  Hull  to  Leven  Bridge,  in  the 
tait  riding  of  tlie  county  of  York. 

An  aft  for  making  and  repairing  certain  roads  in  the  coivity  of  Elgin, 
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•nd  fiH'  levying  &  eonrerfion  id  lieu  of  the  ftatute  labmft*^  and  otberwife 
regulating;  the  making  and  repairing  the  high  roadt  and  bridges  in  the  fiiid 
county. 

An  aft -for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlaiging  the  poweriy 
of  two  a  As,  paiTed  in  the  ninth  and  twelfth  years  of  his  prelent  Majeftyy* 
f6e  Tepainhg  the  road  froth  the  city  of  Norwich  to  Scole  Bridge,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk.  »  • 

An  aft  to- continue  the  term>  and  alter  and  enlarge  the'pbwers,  of  two 
w^if  puffed  in  the  ftcond  and  twenty.fourrh  years  of  his  prefent  Majeftyt' 
for  repairing:  the  ro^d  from  the  Loftwirhicl  Turnpike  road,  through- 
Tregony,  to  Ruan  Lanrhonie,  and  from  Dennis  Water  to  three  hundnd 
yards  on  the  fomh  fide  of  Trethiin  Mill,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall. 

An  aft  for  more  effeftually  repairing  and  improving  the  rt>ad  from 
Melton  Mowbray,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter,  to  the  gnide  poftin^aint' 
Margaret'*s  Field,  Lcicdter,  and  another  road  thetein mentioned* 

An  aft  to  revive,  continue,  and  enlarge  the  term  and  powers  of  three 
stfts,  pa(&d  in  the  twenty. feventh  atvd  twenty«ninth  years  of  his  late  Ma** 
jcfty,  and  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  prtfent  Majefty,  for  repairing  the  road* 
Hierein  mentioned,  fo  far  as  the  faid  afts  relate  to  the  road  leading  from 
tbe  town  of  Hinckley,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter^  to  the  town  of  Nun- 
ra.ton*  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  from  thence  to  Bifliop*s  Gate,  in 
tlie  city  of  Coventry. 

An  aft  for  the  better  amending  and  repairing  of  the  road  leading  from 
tbe  bounds  of  the  counties  of  Limerick  and  Corky  between  the  towns  of* 
Kilmallock  and  Charleville,  to  the  city  of  Cork. 

An  aft  for  the  better  amending  and  repairing  of  the  road  leading  from 
die  town  of  Carlow  to  the  city  of  Kilkenny.    • 

An  aft  for  afftfTmg  the  proprietors  of  *kinds  in  the  county  of  Rofs,  ml 
Inch  parts  0f  the  counties  of  Cromarty  and  Nairn  as  lie  in  the  faid  county 
of  Rofs,  towards  tlie  expence  of  making  and  fupporting  foch  roads  and* 
bridges  therein  as  fliall  be  approved  of  by  the  commiffioners  appointed  fay 
an  aft,  palTed  in  the  fbrty.third  year  ot  his  prefent  Mzjcity,  for  making 
foads  and  building  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland* 

Jvmz  ay. 

An  sft  for  granting  to  his  Majefiy  a  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  by 
l6tteries. 

An  aft  for  grantmg  to  his  Majei^  certain  additional  fbmp  duties^ 
for  amending  the  laws  relating  to  the  ffnmp  duties,  and  for  indemnifying 
perfons  who  have  afted  as  notaries  public,  without  being  duly  licenfcd,  in 
Ilreland. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefly  an  additional  duty  on  Spanifh  red 
wine  imported  into  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  commiflioners  of  the  Treafury  to  contraft  with 

certain  proprietors  of  (lock  created  by  two  afts,  paffed  in  the  thirty. 

^  ffven'h  ana  forty- fecond  years  of  his  prefent  Majcfly,  for  granting  other 

annuities 'in  lieu  thereof,  or  to  pay  tbe  lame  off  at  the  period  herein  men- 

tfonod. 

An  aft  for  further  continuing,  until  the  firft  day  of  February  one  thoo- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  ninr,  an  aft,  made  in  the  twenty- ferenth  year 
of  his  prefent  Majcf^y,  for  enabling  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  to 
Jet  to  farm  the  duties  on  horfes  let  to  hire  for  travelling  poft,  and  by 
time* 
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An  »ft  <br  tfM  ctXkBkm  of  the  oult  duties  ia  Ic^tnJ,  aad  ttgdaAag 
<ll«tra4i  of  a  imddbr. 

Afl  aft  Ibr  the  better  itgulatidn  of  licencet  to  Derfone  in  Irelind  dealing 
\n  cxcifobli  commodkiCH  aodtiifa^  ia  the  fcvcnl  oecupatiooa  tlMrm 


Ao  aft  to  amend  the  lieveral  laws  relating  tothe  dotict  tmder  the  jna* 
nagenaent  of  the  commifiiooers  lor  the  sffairs  of  taxes. 

An  ^  to  amfnd  ao  sft,  made  in  the  forty-firft  year  of  his  prefent  Ma» 
jefty»  for  granting  bounties  for  takins  and  bringuny  li(h  to  the  cities  of 
Iionrfon  and  Weftmiofter»  and  other  places  in  the  united  kingdom. 

An  aft  to  repeal  an  aft,  made  in  the  twenty  third  year  of  Ins  preicnt  Ma« 

ey ,  for  Che  better  regulation  of  the  ofice  of^paymaAer  general  of  his  Ma* 
y*s  forces,  and  the  more  regular  payment  of  oieahny  |  and  lor  the  more 
efiisftaaUv  f^iHattng  the  faki  office* 

An  act  to  amend  an  aft,  made  in  the  twenty- fifth  year  of  bia  preftfll 
Majefty,  liDr  better  enmining  and  auditing  the  public  accounts  of  this 
kingdom*  and  for  enabling  thi  eommiffioners  in  certsia  cafes  to  allow  ef 
vouchers  akhough  not  Ibmped  according  to  law. 

An  aft  to  conTolkiate^and  extend  the  icveral  laws  now  m  fereelbr  fllow* 
ing  the  impertation  and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and  oKrchandiM  int» 
and  f^om  certain  ports  in  the  Weil  Indies. 

An  aft  for  amending  an  atl,  paflcd  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  La 
the  thiity.fifth  ys^r  of  his  prefent  Majefty»  for  regulating  the  eleftiun  or 
members'  to  ferve  hi  Parliaawnt^  fo  rar  as  relates  to  fre^iolds  under  the 
yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  for  making  further  and  other  r^gnla. 
tions  relating  tliereto. 

An  aft  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  tbemllitia  in 
4wat  Srkaia  ibr  the  year  one  thonfand  eight  bundled  and  fiire. 

An  aft  to  rcftify  a  miftake  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  commifBoners 
appoioied  l»y  an  aft,  pafled  in  the  prefent  icHion  of  Parliafflent,  for  ap« 
pointing  coromiifioners  to  inquire  into  the  public  expenditure,  and  the 
condttft  of  public  bulineft,  in  the  military  departmenti  therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  for  defraying,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thoulanl 
eight  hundred  and  fix,  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  dothing  of  the  militia  of 
Ireland  j  for  bokling  courts  maitial  ^  ferjeam  majorsy  Icijeants,  cor- 
porals, and  drumipers,  for  oifences  committed  during  the  time  fuch  milicift 
&all  not  be  embodied ;  and  for  making  allowances  ia  certain  cafeS  to  fab* 
altem  officers  of  the  fjLid  militiaduring  peace. 

An  aft  to  contimie,  until  the  twenty. ninth  dav  of  September  one  thou* 
fand  eight  hundred  and  fix,  and  from  thenct  until  the  end  of  the  then  next 
ieflion  of  Parliament,  an  aft,  made  in  the  laft  feflRon  of  Paritament,  Ibr  ap* 
pointing  commifliooers  to  inquire  into  the  fees,  gratuities,  perqoifiics,  and 
emoluments,  which  are  or  haw  been  lately  received  iu  the  feveral  public 
offices  in  Ireland  therein  mentioaed,  to  examine  into  any  abufes  which 
majr  ezift  in  the  fame,  and  into  the  prefeht  mode  of  receiving,  coUefting, 
ifltiing,  and  accounting  for  public  money  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  to  revive,  and  further  continue,  until  the  twenty.fif^h  day  of 
March  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  {}%»  and  amend  fo  much  of  an  aft, 
made  in«the  thirty*  ninth  and  fortieth  yMr  ojf  his  ptefent  Majefty,  aa  granta 
certain  allowances  to  adjutants  and  lerjeant  raajoii  of  the  militia  otEng* 
land  difembodied  under  an  aft  of  the  fame  fcffion  of  Parliament. 

An  aft  fur  making  allowances  in  ceruincaies  to  fubaltem  officers  of  tho 
^litia  in  Great  Britain  wbiie  difembodied. 
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An  aft  to  remove  doubts  touching  appointncntt  to  <Ht»to  oftcu  in  tht 
4poart  of  chancorv  »ade  .dwing  tbc  tacancy  of  ifae  ofik^^f  »i|gticr«  .«nd 
keeper  of  the  regliUr  aod  i-egiftcrs  in  that  court* 

An  a6k  for  making  perpstuat,  and  amending,  feveral  laws  for  encoun§^ 
t9g  tlw  roaku»g-ef  iaU  tibth  in  Grtat  Britainy  aod  lecuring  tn^d^Mea*  oa 
foreign  fail  cloth  imported,  and  for  mal^ine  pcrpetttal  fovcral  ll^ra  fc^  pcri» 
mitt^ng.  tba  exportation  of  a  certain  <|uantity  ot  corn  and  grain  to  G«ern* 
kyt  Jafey,  and  Aldemey,  and  for  rerulating  the  feet  of  ofliccra  of  tH  cOiU 
t'onis,  and  of  naval  oAcers  in  the  SritUh  coloftici  in  Attertca,  and  of  thi 
qfioers  ot  the  cuftonia  in  NewfoiNidiaod. 

.  All  ad  for  vetting^  in  the  barrack  mafter  general  for  the  Ctme  bein|:> 
eftates  held  or  occupied  for  the  barrack  fcrvicc,  and  aothoriainic  him  to 
felt  the  fame  with  t^  confent  of  the  iorda  commifliontra  of  l|ta  M^jeaty^ 
iraaifury* 

,  An  aA  for  the  ancovragement  of  feamen,  and  for  the  better  and  nuAreef-i 
i(6iifally  manning  hia  Majefty'a  nary  dining  the  prefcot  war* 

An  aa  to  prevent,  in  Great  Britain,  the  iUegaliy  carryiag  flvay  bark« 
9«d  for  amending  two  a£U,  pa^«d  in  the  &xth  and  ninth  yeara  of  hta  pre- 
^t  M^fty*a  mg^i  for  thepneftrvation  of  timber>rree$«  aoderwoods^  nioca^ 
ihrubs,  plants,  hollies,  thorns,  and  quickfett • 

An  aA  to  amend  anaft,  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  king  Goofge  the  ftrft, 
for  ameiKling  the  laws  reUring  to  the  fettlemrnt,  employment,  and  relief  of 
the  poor»  fo  far  as  the  fame  refpeCie  contract  to  be  enterecf  into  for  tb^> 
maintenanee  and  employment  of  the  poor. 

*  An  a£l  to  empower  the  juftices  of  the  peace  within  the  dlvifion  or  hun* 
dred  of  SaUordr  in  the  couA^  palatine  of  Laocafter,  to  ratfe  a  Cum  of 
money  to  be  paid  by  way  of  falary  to  the  chairmaa  of  the  quarter  leffioni 
for  the  faid  hitndreA. 

An  a£t  to  explam  aod  amend  an  a6(,  pafled  in  the  thirty- rh^rd  year  of 
hiakte  Majeftyf  for  res^laiing  the  pTooeeJingt  in  perfonal  actions  in  the 
re('pe£iirft  courts  baron  of  the  hundred  of  High  Peak,  and  munor  of^ 
Caft)eton9  in  (he  couAty^of  Derby  ^  aod  for  extending  the  powert  of  the 
^ud^cour-ts* 

An  aft  to  enable  the  maAtr^  pilots,  and  Xiamen  of  the  Trinity- hoti& 
cf  Newcaftle  .i)p#n  Tyne,  to  ereft  two  new  light  houfes  ar  Korth  6hields^ 
at -or  near  the  p^rt.  ot  NewcaftU,  smd  to  raife  a  fund  for  ctefraying  the 
charge  thereof, 

/^i  ad  for  building  a  ehapel  in  the  hamlet  of  Reddltcb,  in  thepariih  of 
TardebijEg,  in  the  counties  of  Worcefter  and  Warwick. 
.  An  aclfoB^  the  more  fpeedy  and  cafy  rtcotrery  of  fmail  debts  in  the  cii^ 
of  Bathj  and  the  libertiea  thereof,  and  in  the  feveral  pariihea  and  places 
therein  mentioned.  In  the  county  of  Somerlet. 

An  a£l  to  alter  and  amend  an  aei,  pa(&d  m  the  fortieth  year  of  hia  pr^* 
feot  Majeily,  for  making  wet  docks,  bafons,  outs,  and  other  works,  forthe 
greater  accommodation  and  fecxirity  of  fltipping,  comij^erce,  and  rerenue, 
with  n  the  port  of  London,  and  for  extending  the  powcra  and  pix>v^ns  of 
tbe  laid  »A. 

An  aft  to  authoriae  the  advancement  of  further  fumsof  money  oot  of 
the  coniblidated  hind,  for  completing  the  canal  and  other  worka  direfted. 
to  be  made  by  an  aft,  paflcd  ^n  the  thirty-ninth  -year  of  bis  pirfent 
Majelty,  intituled,  '<  An  aft  tor  rendering  more  commodions,  and^for 
better  regulating  the  port  of  Londoeu**  r 

An  aft  for  altering,  amending,  and  enlarging,  the  powen  of  certain 
afts,  for  makinfirand  maintaining  the  Grand  Junftion  canal» 
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An  aft  for  th«  better  prefervation,  and  further  improretnent,  of  the 
Navigation  of  the  river  Lee,  in  the  counties  of  Hertford,  EiTeXt  and 
Middlefex.  ♦ 

An  a£t  for  enabling  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Kennct  and 
Avon  canal  nauigation  to  compltre  the  fame,  and  for  altering  and  enlarg<« 
ing  the  powers  of  the  feveral  dct«  pa/Tcd  for  making  the  faid  canal. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  company  of  proprieiore  of  the  LeicelUrihire  and 
Northamptonfhire  Union  Canal  to  vary  the  line  of  the  faid  canal,  and  to 
alter  and  amend  the  powers  of  the  aft  palTed  for  making  the  faid  canal. 

An  aft  for  improvmg  the  paflage  between  the  town  of  Liverpool  andtbe 
county  of  Chefter,  at  the  Rock  Fciry,  on  the  river  Mcrfey,  and  tor  levying 
tolls  on  veflels  ufinfi^  the  fame. 

An  aft  for  explaining  and  amending  an  aft,  pafled  in  the  35th  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  improving  the  drainage  of  the  middle  and  fouth 
levels,  part  of  the  great  level  of  the  fens  called  Bedford  Level,  and 
certain  low  lands  adjoining  or  near  thereto,  and  to  the  river  Ouze«  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk ;  and  for  improving  the  navigarion  of  the  faid 
river  from  or  near  a  place  called  £au  Biink  to  the  harbour  of  King^a 
Lynn  ;  and  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  ieyeral  rivers  communicat- 
ing with  the  faid  river  Ouze. 

An  aft  for  building  a  bridge  over  that  part  of  the  river  Rumney  which 
divides  the  pariih  of  Rumney,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  and  the  parifli 
ot  Roath«  m  the  county  of  Glamorgan. 

An  aft  for  more  effeftually  making,  repairing,  and  improving,  ieveral 
roads  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term,  and  alte  ingand  enlarging  the  powen 
of  two  afts,  pafTcd  in  the  third  and  twenty.fourth  years  of  his  pretent  Ma- 
jefty, for  amending  the  roads  leading  from  or  near  the  porth  fide  of  the  town 
of  Totnes,  towards  Aftiburton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  ft>r  build- 
ing a  bridge  at  or  nesr  a  place  called  Emmett,  acrofs  the  river  Dart. 

An  aft  to  continue  the  term,  and  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  two 
afts,  pafTed  in  the  fourth  and  twj-my  fourth  years  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  repairing  and  widening  the  roads  from  Spalding  high  biidge  to  rhp 
market  place  in  Donitf^ton,  and  from  the  tenth  mile-ftone,  in  the  pari(h  of 
Go(bertown,  to  the  eighth  mile-ftone,  in  the  parifli  of  Wigtott,  in  th« 
county  of  Lincoln. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the  powerap 
of  an  aft,  paflfed  in  the  thlrty-Hxtli  year  of  his  prefent  Majesty,  for  re- 
pairing the  road  leading  from  Crofsford  Bridge,  in  the  coimty  fKalatine  of 
|«ancafter,  to  Altrincham,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter. 

An  aft  for  more  effeftually  repairing,  widening,  and  improving,  the 
road  from  the  borough  of  Leicefter  to  the  town  of  Lutterworth,  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter. 

An  aft  for  more  eflfieftually  repairing,  widening,  and  improring*  the 
road  from  Wclford  bridge,  in  the  coynry  of  Northampton,  to  Milfton 
Lane,  in  the  town  of  Leicefter. 

An  aft  to  continue  the  term,  and  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  an 
aft,  made  in-  thr  twenty- (eventh  year  9f  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  repairing 
the  road  leading  from  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  by  Ay  ton  bridge,  to  Dungias 
bridge,  and  alio  the  roads  from  Billte  Caufeway  and  Pretton  bridge,  to 
join  the  faid  road  at  or  near  Cockbumfpalh  Tower,  in  the  county  of 
Berwick. 

Aa  aft  for  enlargirg  the  term  and  powers  of  two  afts,  paffed  in  the 
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Ihirtieth  year  of  his  late  Majcfty,  and  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  hit 
prcfent  Majeliy,  for  repairing  the  road  irom  Mark  field  turnpike  to  the 
road  Jtading  iiom  Loughborough  to  Afhby-de-la-Zouch,  in  the  county  of 
Leicefter. 

An  aS  for  enlarging  the  term  a^d  powera  of  two  aft»,  of  the  fourth 
'and  fourteenth  years  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  road 
from  the  north  end  of  the  town  of  Rotherham,  t9  the  eaft  fide  of  Tankerr<« 
ley  Park,  in  the  county  of. York. 

An  a6l  to  continue  the  term,  and  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  tw^o 
a^s/ palled  in  the  third  and  twenty-third  years  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  for 
repairing  the  road  from  Lawton,  in  the  county  of  Chcfter,  to  Burflem  and 
Ncwcaftie  under  Lyme,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  other  roads  therein 
mentioned. 

July  a. 

An  a6l  to  amend  an  a£l:,  made  in  the  Parliament  of  Irelandi  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  Majcfty^s  crown  in  Ireland,  and  for 
granting  to  his  Majcity  a  civil  lili  eftabiiihment,  under  certain  provifioni 
and  Regulations. 

An  a£l  to  amend,  and  render  more  effectual,  an  a£l,  paiTed  in  the  forty •» 
fecond  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty*s  r«ign,  for  confolidating  the  proviiiooa 
of  the  feveraJ  a£ls  palTed  for  the  rediimption  and  faie  of  the  land  tax  into 
one  a6l. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  all  perfons  concerned  in  advancing  fony  thoiifand 
pounds  to  Meflrs.  Boyd,  BenHeld,  and  Company,  in  one  thoufand  feveft 
hundred  and  ninety. fix,  out  mf  monies  ifliied  for  naval  iervices. 

An  a£t  to  amend  feverai  a  As,  palTed  in  the  Parliament  of  Iieland,  for 
appointing  commKTioners  to  inquire  into  the  lodes  of  fuch  of  his  Maje/ly^a 
loyal  fubje6ts  as  have  fu/fered  in  their  pro|)eriy  during  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  and  for  other  purpofes  in  the  faid  a£la  mentioned. 

An  a£l  for  continuing  feveral  laws  relating  to  the.  reguYating  the  prices 
at  which  corn  and  grain  may  be  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland, 
and  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  ^  and  to  the  admiUion  to  entry  of  oil 
and  blubber  of  Newfoundland  taken  by  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  carrymg  on 
the  fifhery  from,  and  refiding  in,  the  faid  iiland,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  March  on«  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fix }  and  for  revivins,  amending, 
and  continuing,  for  the  fame  term,  an  a6l  of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament, 
for  permitting  the  importation  of  hides  and  other  articles  in  foreign  fhips. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft,  made  in  the  thirty-firft  year  of  his  prefent  Ma« 
jefty,  for  the  belter  regulation  and  government  of  feamen  employed  in  tfao 
coafting  trade. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  duty  chargeable  on  woollen  gooda,  of  the  roa^ 
nufafture  of  Great  Biitain,  exported  to  the  Eafl  Indict. 

An  aft  to  continue  the  operation  o(  an  a6>,  paflfed  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
Parliament,  to  fufpend  proceedings  in  aftions,  profecutionsi  and  proceed- 
ings, under  certain  afts  relating  to  the  woollen  manufafturc,  and  alfo 
under  an  aft  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to 
certain  perfons  employed  or  concerned  in  the  faid  manufafture* 

An  aft  for  malcing  more  effe^ual  the  gracious  intentions  of  her  late 
Majcfty  queen  Anne,  for  the  augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
clergy,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  returns  of  certificates  into  the  Exchequer, 
and  gifts  of  perfonal  property. 

An  aft  for  authorizing  the  commiflioners  of  his  Majefty*s  Treafury  in 
Great  Britain  to  advance  a  certain  fum  o£  moneyi  to  be  applied  in  com'* 
pleting  the  Crinan  canal. 
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An  «£(  for  p«yiAg,  and  otherwife  iinproTing,  the  ftrcett  9nd  «thcr  phcet 
in  the  township  of  Scarbrough,  in  the  north  riding  ot  the  cotwty  of  York  ^ 
and  for  JicenGog  hacktiey  coaches,  and  eftabliihing  other  reg;ulatioiis  in  the 
faid  town!liip. 

An  aB  to  con  tinge  the  term,  and  aftc^  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  two 
t6b»  paired  in  the  firft  and  twenty,  ficond  years  of  bi«  prefent  Majefty,  for 
repaid og,  ih<r  road  leading  from  -Whitecroft,  in  theparifli  of  Leveo  in 
Holdernefs,  in  the  caA  riding  of  the  county  of  York»  to. the  tows  of  Be- 
.Terleyt  in  the  faid  covnty. 

JWLY  lO. 

An  16^  for  raifing  the  fum  of  eight  millions  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bilHy 
for  the  fervice  oi  Urcat  Britain,  for  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundied 
and  five. 

An  a£l  for  raifing  the  fum  of  two  milliDnl  five  hundred  thoufi^ld  pounds, 
by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year 
one  thouland  eight  hundied  and  five  j  and  for  indemnifying  the  bank  of 
England  for  having  advanced  n^oney  for  the  public  ftrvice  on  the  credit  of 
certain  Exchequer  bills. 

An  a£l  for  raifing  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hutuJred  thoufand  poands, 
by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  oi  Great  Britain,  lor  the  year 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

An  aA  for  repealing  (he  duties  of  cuftoms  on  cochineal  duft  and  gra- 
nllla  imported  into  Gieat  Britain,  and  for  granting.other  duties  in  lieu 
thTtof. 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  September  one  thou- 
fand' eight  hnndred  and  (ix,  and  amtnd  feveral  afts  for  regulating  and  (e- 
curipg  the  culle^ion  of  the  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  diftillcd  in  Ireland* 
and  the  warehoufing  of  fuch  fpirits  forcxpoitation. 

An  a£l  for  charging  additional  duties  of  cuftoms  on  flraw  plattiiig,  and 
on  ftraw'  hats  or  bonnets  imported  into  Great  Britain, 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  one  thou- 
fand eight  hundied  and  fix,  and  amend  feveral  afts  for  regulating  the 
colleftion  of  the  duties  in  Ireland  on  fire  hearths,  on  dwelling  houfes,  oa 
coaches  and  other  cat  1  iages,  oh  male  fervant^,  on  liorfes,  and  on  dogs. 

An  aft  for  reducing  the  duty  of  excife  on  hops,  the  growth  of  Great 
Britain. 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the  twenty.nlnth  day  of  September  one  tlwu- 
fand  eight  hundied  aod  fix,  and  amend  feveral  afts  ior  regulating  and 
^curing  the  colleftion  of  the  duties  on  paper  made  in  Iruand»  4nd  on 
paper  printed  or  ftained  in  Ireland  to  ierve  for  hangings  or  other  ufes. 
.  An  aft  for  charging,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thouland 
eight  hutidred  and  fix,  an  additional  duty  on  Spanifh  red  wine  imported 
into  Ireland. 

An  aft  to  amend  two  afts,  pai&d  in  the  forty-third  and  forty-fifth  years 
of  his  prefent  Majeftv,  for  reguUting  the  drawbacks  and  bountlea  on  the 
exportation  of  fugar  from  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  to  amend  To  much  of  an  aft^  of  the  forty-third  year  of  hi$  prefent 
'Majefly,  fbr  confolidating  certain  of  the  provifions  of  the  afts  relating  to 
the  duties  in  Scotland  under  the  management  of  the  commtifioners  for  the. 
affairs  of  taxes,  as  ^elates  to  the  appointment  of  affelTors  and  fub- collec- 
tors, and  the  notices  required  to  be  .delivered  to.perions  afleflfed  to  the 
faid  duties. 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the  twenty.nlnth  day  of  September  one  thoo- 
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fand  ei^ht  hundrfd  9nd  fix,  ievenl  a£^s  for  the  better  collection  and  fettn-itf 
pf  the  revenues  of  cullonia  and  excifein  Ireland,  and  for  pre^eniing  frauds 
therein* 

An  a^  to  amend  (b  much  of  an  a£l  for  granting  to  his  Majeffy  feveral 
films  of  ovMiey  for  defraying  the  charge  of  oeriain  peimanent  feirices  hi 
Ireland,  as  relates  to  the  military  furvryof  Trvland. 

An  aft  for  exempting  from  the  duties  on  profits  ariiing  from  property^ 
lirll  half  yearly  dividend  on  annuities,  under  an  aft  of  the  prefeftt  fellioa  for 
raiiing  the  Turn  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  way  of 
annuities,  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland,  which  Qiail  not  have  been  written  into 
the  bc^ks  of  the  bank  of  England. 

An  aft  for  continuing  tne  pfemiams  allowed  to  (hips  employed  in  (lie 
fintthem  whale  fifhery.  ^ 

An  aft  to  alter  and  extend  the  provi fions  of  the  laws  now  in  force  ht 
'  tlie  puniflimcnt  of  the  forgery  of  bank  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  and  other 
fecnnties,  to  every  part  of  Gteat  Britain. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  all  perfons  who  have  been  concerned  in  ilTiitng  an 
-' order  of  council  and  direftions  for  exteading  the  time  of  certain  (hips  con* 
'tinuing  to  jperform  quarantine. 

An  aft  for  tncreafing  the  drawback  on  linens  exported  from  Great  Bri- 
tein  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

An  aft  to  authorice  the  lords  commiflioners  of  hts  Maje(ty*s  Treaitiry 
to  permit  certain  articles  to  be  warehoufed  in  diiFerent  ports  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, upon  giving  (ecurity  for  ttie  payment  of  duties  upon  the  articles 
therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  for  regulating  and  encouraging  the  trade ;  for  the  improve, 
ment  of  the  revemte  ;  and  prevention  of  fmuggling  to  and  from  the  Ifie 
•f  Man*  ^ 

An  aft  to  empower  his  Majefty  to  retain  upon  full  pay  and  allowsnoef 
sficefV  of  the  militia  during  the  war;nctwithltandii;gthe  rrduftion. 

An  aft  to  explain  atxl  amend  an  a^,  made  In  the  laft  fefllon  of  Partia* 
oient,  to  regulate  the  importation  and  exportation  of  com,  and  the  bounties 
and  duties  payable  thereon. 

An  aft  for  better  regulating  the  di(tilling  of  fpirits  in  England  for  ex- 
portstien  to  Scotland,  ahd  in  Scotland  for  exportation  to  England ;  for 
the  better  (ecoring  the  duties  payable  thereon  j  and  for  altering  the  time  eiP 
making  entry  and  granting  licences  to  diftil  fpirits  for  Scotland. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an  aft,  pafftd  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
feign  of  his  late  majclty  king  George  the  fecoiid,  intituled,  «  An  aft  t9 
reftrain  the  difpOfition  of  lands,  whereoy  the  fame  betome  unalienable,**  as 
reitrains  colleges  within  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
from  purchafing  or  holding  advowfons,  except  as  therein  is  provided. 

An  aft  for  appointing  s^itlonal  commiflioners  for  the  better  examining 
and  auditing  certain  of  the  oublic  accounts  of  Great  Britain. 

^  An  aft  to  amend  two  acts,  of  the  thirteenth  and  fortv. fourth  years  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  the  more  cffeftual  execution  of  the  criminal  laws, 
and  more  eafy  apprehending  snd  bringing  to  trial  offenders  efcaping 
lirom  one  part  of  the  united  kingdom  to  the  other,  and  from  one  couat^  to 
snot  her. 

An  aft  to  amend  and  render  more  effeftual  an  aft,  made  in  the  Parlis* 
mAt  of  Ireland,  in  the  5th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  «<  An 
sft  for  erefting  tnd  eftablifbing  public  infirmaries  or  bofpitals  in  this 
kingdom.'^  ^ 

An  aft  to  condttue  ths  pfoceedingt  in  the  houft  of  lords,  touching  tie 
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conJtiA  of  Luke  F0X9  £iq.  one  of  the  judgft  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  that  part  of  the  united  kngdom  called  Ireland^  notvrithftanding 
any  prorogation  or  diflfclution  of  Parliament, 

An  a6l  to  revive  ami  continue  an  a&,  made  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  pre* 
lent  Majeffy,  inti'uledf  *'  An  afl  for  the  encouragement  of  the  pilchard 
ftftiery»  by  allowing  a  further  bounty  upon  pilchaids  taken,  cured,  and 
exported/* 

An  fB.  for  granting  a  certain  Turn  of  money  towards  improving  the 
hjlr^our  on  the  north  fide  of  the  hill  of  Howth,  near  Dublin»  and  render- 
UIg  it  a  (it  fituation  for  his  Majefty*s  packets. 

An  aA  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  inquire  and  examine  into  any  irregn- 
lartttes  or  abufes  which  may  have  taken  place  in  conduding  and  managing 
the  paving,  cleanfing,  and  lighting  the  ftrcets  of  Dublin,  and  to  pnovide 
lor  the  fufpenfion  of  the  powers  and  authorities-  of  the  corporation  of 
direAort  and  commiflioners .  for  paving,  cleaning,  and  lighting  the  faid 
trccis,  and  for  vefting  the  fame  in  other  peribns  during  fuch  fufpeniion  ; 
and  for  the  better  conducing  and  managing  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  cor. 
poration.  ' 

An  aA  for  enabling  the  commiflioners  of  the  Treafury  of  Great  Britaiiv 
to  advance  a  certain  fum  of  money  to  the  lord  provof^»  magi(irates,  and 
council  of  the  cjty  of  Edinburgh,  towards  the  completion  of  the  docks 
sod  other  works  in  the  harbour  of  Leitb. 

An  a£l  for  ourchafrng  certajn  buildings  and  ground  in  and  near  Palace 
Yard,  Wcftminfter,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public. 

An  a£l  for  enabling  his  Majeily  to  grant  a  certain  creek  called  .Chelfbn 
Bay,  otherwife  Shilfton  Bay,  in  or  near  the  parifli  of  Piympton  Saint  Mary, 
in  the  county  of  Devon  $  and  for  vefting  the  fame,  for  a  valuable  coniider- 
ation,  in  the  right  honourable  John  lordB'Tingdon,  and  his  heirs. 

An  aft  to  repeal  two  afts,  paflfed  in  the  flxth  and  thirty- fecond  years  of 
his  late  Majefty,  for  the  regulation  of  ladage  and  baila(lage  in  the  river 
Thames)  and  to  make  more  effeftual  regulations  relating  theieto» 

An  a£k  for  repealing  an  aft,  made  in  the  forty  fourth  year  of  his  prefent 
Klajtfty,  intituled,  *'  An  aA  for  better  governing,  maintaining,  and  tm^ 
ptloying  t)ie  poor  of  the  parifli  of  Saint  Pancras,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefcx  i  for  providing  a  new  wcrkhoufe  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  parlih  i  for 
appointing  colleftois  of  the  ratea ;  and  for  other  purpoies  therein  mai* 
tioned  i"  and  for  making  more  effeftual  provifioii  for  thot'^e  and  other' 
purpofes. 

An  aft  for  rebuilding  the  parifh  church  of  All  Saints,  in  the  town  of 
Lewes,  in  the  county  of  SufTex,  and  for  repairing  the  tower  thereof. 

An  aft  for  improving  and  rendering  more  comoiodious  the  pott  of  Ipf- 
wich,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

An  aft  for  amending  an  aft,  pafTed  in  the  ^td  year  of  bis  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  pier  adjoining  to  the  harbour  of 
Broadftatrs,  in  the  Ifle  of  Thanet,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

An  aft  to  repeat  io  much  of  an  aft,  pafled  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of 
bis  prefent  Majefty,  as  relates  to  the  builditig  a  gaol  and  houfe  of  correc- 
tion for  the  town  and  county  borough  of  Carmarthen,  and  for  watching 
and  fuppiying  the  faid  town  w.th  water,  and  for  granting  further  powers 
for  thole  a«id  other  purpofes  relating  thereto. 

An-  aft  to  enable  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Gloucefter  ard 
Berkeley  canal,  to  vary  and  alter  the  line  of  a  certain  part  of  the  faid 
canal,  and  to  enable  the  faid  company  to  raife  a  further  fum  of  money  for 
cairy  tng  into  execution  the  reveial  aftt  for  making  the  (aid  canal. 

An 
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An  aft  foT  draining  ami  improving  certain  low  grounds  and  carrs^ 
withtn  the  pariflies,  townfliips,  and  places  of  S^Iby,  Brayton,  Th»rp 
Willoughby,  Hambleton*  Wiftow,  Scalin  ParX,  Cawood,  Sherburn. 
Lenncfton,  Keft  Park,  South  Milforth,  and  Barkfton  AOi,  in  the  wet 
ridipg  of  the  couiify  of  York. 

An  aft  to  repeal  feteral  afts,  paflTed  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland;  for 
regulating  the  baking  trade  in  the  city  and  c»uniy  of  Dublin,  and  liberties 
theraof,  and  for  better  regulating  the  faid  trade  3  and  for  preventing  frauds 
in  the  buying  and  felling  of  com. 

An  aft  for  making  and  keeping  in  repair,  a  carriage  toad,  to  branch  oot 
of  the  Sheflieid  and  Pentfton  turnpike  road  in  the  t^wnlhip  <»f  Wadfley, 
in  the  weft  riding  of  the  county  of  York,  to  join  the  Doncafter  -ftnd 
Salter**  Brook  tunipike  road  in  the  townil\ip  of  Langfet^  in  the  faid  weft 
rkiing.  , 

An  aft  for  .erefting  toll  bars  and  levying  toll  duties  on  the  road  from 
Dunfermline  to  Nivingftonei  in  the  counties  of  Fife  and  Kinrofs,  and  fur 
making  a  new  turnpike  road  from  Saline  towards  the  north  QMieensterrf 
road,  in  the  faid  county  of  Fife. 

An  aft  to  continue  the  term,  and  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  an 
aft,  pafled  in  the  twcnty-third  year  of  his  prefent  Niajefty,  for  amending, 
the  road  leading  from  the  pafTage  or  ferry  over  the  river  Savern  ai  Newn- 
htm,  to  a  place  called  Saint  White*s,  adjoining  the  torcd  of  Dean^  in  tbt 
county  of  Gloucefter. 

July  ii. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majcfty  a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of  the 
confolidated  fond  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  applying  certain  nunies  therein 
mentioned  for  the  lerviceof  Great  Britain,  for  the  year.one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  and  for  further  appropriating  the  fupplies  granted  in  thits 
Ccfiion  of  Parliament. 

An  aft  for  fettling  and  fecuring  a  certain  annuity  on  John  now  dnke  of 
Atholi,  and  tne  heirs  general  of  the  feventh  earl  ot  Derby. 

An  aft  for  charging  additional  duties  MVthe  importation  of  foreign  plate 
'  glafs  into  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  Aft,  paflTed  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  prefent  Majef-  ' 
ty,  intituled,  *'  An  aft  for  pneventing  inconvenicncies  arifing  in  cafes  of 
merchants,  and  foch  other  perfons  as  are  within  the  defcription  of  the  fta- 
tutes  relating  to  bankrupts  being  entitled  to  privilege  of  Parliament,  ani 
becoming  in  folventy  and  to  prevent  delay  in  the  ent^ing  appearances  in 
aft  ons  brought  againd  perfons  having  privilege  of  Parliament.** 

An  aft  for  the  more  effcftual.  prevention  of  fmoggling. 

An  aft  to  provide  that  the  proceedings  now  depending  in  the  honfeof 
commons,  upon  articles  of  charge  of  high  crimes  and  mifidcmeanors* 
which  hive  been  exhibited  againft  Henry  lord  vifcouot  MeNille,  (hall  not 
be  difcontinued  by  any  prorogation  or  diublution  of  Pacliament<* 

An  aft  to  indemnify  perfons  who  (hall  give  evid,ence  againft  Henry  lord 
V'fcount  Melville,  upon  the  impeachment  voted  agamft  him  by  the  com* 
•  mons  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
affembltd,  in  refpeft  of  afts  done  by  fuch  perfons  in  any  ofHce  or  employ* 
ment  held  by  them  under  the  faid  lord  vifcounr  MelviHe,  during  the  tiin« 
he  held  and  enjoyed  the  office  of  treafurcr  of  his  Majclly's  navy. 

An  aft  to  vtft  the  Townle^n  roUeftion  of  anti<.nt  fculpture  in  ihetmfteen 
pf  the  Britifh  Mufcum  for  the  ufc  of  the  pubj  c, 

^n  aft  for  allowing,  under  ceitain  re(lrlftiontj  until  the  firft  day  of 

Augui 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6^4  PUBLIC   ACTS.  ^ 

Aiigtift  one  thonfand  «ight  hundred  and  fix,th^  bringing  a  Hn^p  qmniitf 
cf  coals,  culm,  or  cinderii  to  London  and' Wcftmintlcr  Vf^^jsm^^^tfr* 

An  aA  for  making  and  maintaining  an  archway  or  aithways  under  tike 
river  Thames  from  ihe  pariihof  Saint  Mary  Koilierhithc,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey^  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  laid  river  in  the  county  of  Middiefex*  -- 

An  aAtoalteft  amend,  and  enlarge,  the  powers  of  an  a£l,  pafSed  in^^e 
twentieth  year  of  his  prefent  Maje^*  for  the  better  government  an*  re^ 
gtlation  ot  the  poor  in  the  town  and  pari(b  of  Maidfton^  in  the  co(ntjr 
of  Kent.  «<  <^ 

An  %&  for  Supplying  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifli  of  Saint  Giles  Can»- 
berwcU,'  and  parta,  of  the  pariih  of  Saint  Mary^s  Lambeth,  and  fievtcal 
other  pariihcs  and  placet  in  the  county  of  ^Surrey,  with  water. 


|jm1  of  Vok  IIL  rSos. 


T.  Oilkt,  Printer,  Crown-cour»,  Fleot-ftreet. 
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